SALT + LIGHT
No. 6 | All Saints 2022

Information
Church Address				
Postal Address				
Church Office				
Phone/Email				
Website					
Facebook					

Jaurèsgasse 17-19, 1030 Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna
Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna
01-714 8900			
office@christchurchvienna.org
www.christchurchvienna.org
www.facebook.com/christchurchvienna

Chaplain					
Honorary Assistant Curate
Intern						
Ordinand					
Licensed Reader				

Revd Canon Patrick Curran
Revd Dr Robert Kinney		
Ádám Bak				
Dr Gabriel Byng
Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb)

Church Office Administrator Lucille Curran
Verger						 Mr Andrew Seneviratne
Choir Director				 Ms Joan Avery			
Organist					Mr Andrew Couse
Klagenfurt					 Ms Helen Taupe

office@christchurchvienna.org
curate@christchurchvienna.org
intern@christchurchvienna.org

christchurchchoir@gmx.at

Impressum
Salt + Light is a communication and information instrument of Christ Church, the Anglican Church in
Austria. It intends to inform its readership concerning events in the Chaplaincy, in the Diocese of Europe,
and in the world as well as news in the Chaplaincy and society, promote the exchange of views and
experiences, and offer guidance from the point of view of the Christian faith. Christ Church Vienna also
serves Bratislava, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and and Zagreb.
Responsible for the Content: The Revd Canon Patrick Curran
Disclosure according to §25 Media Act Media owner: Association for the promotion and support of the
Anglican Church in Austria - Christ Church Support Association (ZVR number 368988936), 1190 Vienna,
Krottenbachstraße 99/4, represented by the Chairman, Mag. Philip Reading. Board of Directors: Mag.
Philip Reading, Angela Peake-Herzog, and Ade Mola Adeyimi. Purpose of the Association (Art. II of the
Statutes): Not-for-profit, promoting the Anglican Church in Austria.

CONTENTS
Information/Impressum
Contents
From the Chaplain
From the Editor
Paying My Last Respects to HM Queen Elizabeth II
Church Calendar
A Short History of... Ádám Bak
The Klagenfurt War Cemetery
Giving Thanks

2
3
4
7
10
14
15
20
24

The views expressed in Salt + Light are those of the individual authors and should not necessarily be
considered as carrying the endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or the Editor. The contributors and
readers of Salt + Light have many different backgrounds and opinions, which we want to respect. Although
we may not agree with them, we may choose to publish them. We seek to be guided by this exhortation:
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever
is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things” (Philippians 4:8).
2022 © Christ Church Vienna

FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Revd Canon Patrick Curran

The late Queen Elizabeth II spoke about
the place of reconciliation in her life
in the 2014 Christmas message to the
Nation and the Commonwealth. “For
me, the life of Jesus Christ, the Prince
of Peace, whose birth we celebrate,
is an inspiration and an anchor in my
life. A role model of reconciliation and
forgiveness, he stretched out his hands
in love, acceptance and healing. Christ’s
example has taught me to seek to respect
and value all people, of whatever faith or
none.”
Reconciliation is at the heart of the
Christian faith, as the Queen knew. At
Christ Church we often share the Peace
after hearing the invitation: “Christ is
our peace. He has reconciled us to God
in one body on the cross. We meet in His
name and share His peace”, reminding
us that reconciliation is costly. During
the time of mourning, many of us were

reflecting on what the Queen means to
us, the Nation, and the Commonwealth.
Michael Morpurgo, the author of War
Horse, a children’s book set in the First
World War, on which the moving play
by the same name is based, wrote about
the sovereign’s ministry in aiding healing
memories, suffering and past hurts
caused by conflicts between the British
and the Irish.
Morpurgo said, “The Queen was at her
best when she was in tune with the
times ‘they are a-changin’. Indeed it
seems important to say that she helped
to make them change. I recall her visit to
the battlefields of the Western Front with
Mrs Robinson, the President of Ireland
to mark the opening of the monument
to Irish soldiers who lost their lives in
World War One. It was controversial and
healing. Even more healing was a visit to
Ireland some years later when she went

to pay her respects at the most important
sites of the Irish Independence struggle.
Here was a British monarch, who had
herself suffered personal family loss in
the struggle, speaking out powerfully
with deep sincerity for reconciliation
after decades, of centuries of enmity. I
know of no more important moment in
her long reign, and the Irish people and
the British people knew how significant
this was in the making of a lasting peace.”
It just so happened that during the time of
mourning I was working on a presentation
concerned with the rebuilding of
Coventry Cathedral after the Second
World War. The Queen both laid the
foundation stone in 1956 and was present
for the consecration of the cathedral in
1962. Soon after the destruction of the
cathedral by bombing of the German
Luftwaffe, the Dean would write on the
apse of the east wall of the destroyed
cathedral simply, “Father, forgive”. The
verger would find two charred beams in

the form of a cross, attaching them for
placement on the altar.
After the war, Coventry Cathedral would
develop a ministry of reconciliation,
sending teams first to Kiel, soon to
Hamburg and wider afield, to begin
the work of reconciliation, connecting
with Germans and especially Christians.
Coventry Cathedral’s ministry, the
ministry of reconciliation, is housed in
the crypt of the destroyed cathedral. This
ministry is symbolized by three nails fitted
together in the form of the cross. The first
nails used to form the crosses were from
the roof of the old cathedral, a medieval
building. The present Archbishop of
Canterbury was for a time in charge of
this ministry, and we know that he gave
the Queen a Cross of Nails.
It has been my privilege not only to be
inspired by fellow Christians in the past
like Bishop George Bell of Chichester,
who spoke in Parliament against the

carpet bombing of German cities, or
Dietrich Bonhoeffer who was hanged for
his resistance to Hitler and the regime
he oversaw, but also to catch glimpses of
deep faith in others who will not enter
the history books or make it into the
church calendar where we list saints and
men and women of note, such as Janani
Luwum, Archbishop of Uganda (martyr),
Pandita Mary Ramabai (translator of
the scriptures) or the Martyrs of the
Melanesian Brotherhood (see Common
Worship pages 5-16).

CHRISTMAS
SERVICES

If the destroyed cathedral, which still
stands, speaks of Christ’s passion and
death, the new cathedral speaks of
Christ’s resurrection over sin and death.
As Christians, we believe reconciliation
is possible and that we are to make our
contribution in His name. It is costly. It
is always possible in God’s strength and
through God’s grace. For in Christ sin
is atoned and the last enemy, death,
destroyed.

Sunday, December 18
Kid’s Church Nativity
(10.30)
Nine Lessons and Carols
(18.00)

Patrick Curran
Vienna, October 2022

Friday, December 16
Christmas Jazz Concert
(19.00)
with the Christ Church
Quintet and Carole Alston

Saturday, December 24
Crib Service (16.00)
Midnight Mass (22.45)
Sunday, December 25
Christmas Services (8.30,
10.30)

FROM THE EDITOR
Tara Harbeck

I’m in the south of Austria, on top of a hill
in a Pension. A breeze is rustling, heaving
through trees and twirling leaves outside
on the hilltop. The balcony door is open,
the smell of wood smoke is wafting in.
Cows are lowing in the distance, sheep
are bleating. Very idyllic. And the first,
faint colours of autumn are just beginning
to show here. Autumn is a much-beloved
season for many, as it brings in the rich,
warm hues of gold, red, brown and
also is a reminder of how much we can
be thankful for, as our farmers bring
in their harvested goods. I especially
like this season, as I am not fond of
heat, and autumn is the promise of no
more heatwaves (at least in Austria!).
But that also reminds me how grateful
I am to be living in a place of relatively
moderate temperatures and few natural
catastrophes, as compared to some of
the devastation wrought by weather
systems in the Americas or the Indies.

There is much to be grateful for in many
aspects of our lives indeed.
In that vein, check out Mike Stevens’
article on gratitude and Corin Doregger’s
piece about her spontaneous trip to
London to pay her final respects to
HM Queen Elizabeth II. Nigel Reynard
contributed a fitting article about the
War Memorial Cemetery in Klagenfurt
and our intern, Ádám Bak, gives us some
insight into his life. It is a blessing having
him on board for the coming months!
With all good wishes and blessings,

Tara Harbeck

The Crowds Gathering
Westminster

Corin Doregger
Paying Her Last Respects

PAYING MY LAST RESPECTS
TO HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II

Corin Doregger

On 8 September, I got a message from
one of my students: “Hello Miss Doregger,
I heard the Queen passed away, how are
you?”
I had been sitting at home, watching the
BBC news coverage, and couldn’t believe
this 12-year-old Bosnian had gone to
the trouble to contact me. I was really
touched. The Queen and her strong faith
had always been an incredible inspiration
to me. I impulsively booked a ticket to
fly to London the following Friday, as I
wanted to say my personal goodbye.
When I went into school the next day, so
many children gave me hugs. I told them I
was going to London, and two girls came
to me with a drawing of the Queen and a
corgi and asked if I could put them on her
grave. So, I knew I was on a mission!

I headed from Heathrow straight to
Bermondsey station and marched to
Southwark Park, where at about 9pm,
I joined the “queue for the queue”! We
zigzagged through the park for circa
three hours, before closing up to the
official queue along the South Bank. Got
to Tower Bridge around midnight; by
then I had joined together with a man
from Birmingham, a father and daughter
from Sussex, a mother and daughter
from Pinner (both had gone to the school
where I taught before moving to Vienna).
The camaraderie and wonderful support
from volunteers along the route and the
cheerful policemen made me proud to be
British.
We passed by the COVID wall of
remembrance near Lambeth Palace at
6.30am. We looked longingly across the
river to Elizabeth Tower and the Houses

of Parliament, hoping we would soon be
inside. After crossing Lambeth Bridge, we
entered Victoria Tower Gardens around
7.30am, where we zigzagged for another
two-and-a-half hours.
Finally, we came to security and entered
Westminster Hall. I was glad to be with my
new friends, but noticed how I entered
an internal bubble when I crossed the
threshold and saw the Queen’s coffin
below me.
I was overcome with emotion. During my
walk, I had begun to think of my mother
who had died nearly 30 years ago. I was
with her when she passed, and I could
only remember those difficult last weeks
when she was very sick, and I couldn’t get
in touch with any happy memories from
before that. My mother loved the Queen
and all things Royal, and that influenced
me.

And somehow through this experience,
God unlocked those memories again. He
poured the oil of healing over me.
As I looked at the coffin with its sparkling
crown on top, surrounded by the most
incredible stillness of respect, I could
sense the presence of the Lord in that
place. The Queen was a faithful servant
who honoured and served Him in all
she did. I thanked God for her life and
obedience to Him. I prayed for others
passing by that they would come to know
the love of Jesus. I thought of my mother
and how she would have been proud of
me standing for 14 hours to get here. I
curtsied, I crossed myself, and left, unable
to stop the tears.
I was addressed by a lady who told me
not to rush off, to stand back and take a
breath. I was offered a box of tissues and
somebody to talk to if I needed it. Amazing.
So many people’s lives were touched by
this experience and it triggered their own

personal grief; the organisers had a team
of pastoral supporters for anyone who
needed it.
I said goodbye to my new friends. We
would never forget these hours and
minutes that we had shared. Each of us
had said our goodbyes and we all had our
personal stories of what this meant to us.
The next day, I bought some roses, took
the pictures my students had drawn for
me, hoping I could put them in front of
Buckingham Palace, as I had promised.
London was heaving with people, and I
was unable to get to the Palace, due to
the volume of the crowds. The police
would not allow anyone else into Green
Park or the Mall and so I was directed to
Hyde Park.
I had stuck the pictures on to a piece
of purple paper and written a personal
message, ending it with “Prayers from
Christ Church, Vienna”. I put the flowers
and card in a monkey puzzle tree adorned
with flowers and messages.
I took the Elizabeth Line to Heathrow
via Paddington Station, and entering the

terminal, noticed the name “The Queen’s
Terminal.” My journey had come to a
fitting end.

Tree With Flower and Notes for the Queen
London

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

08 Soundings: Anglican Identity, Part 1
Revd Dr Robert S. Kinney (19.00)
09 Council Meeting
11 Remembrance Day in Klagenfurt
13 Remembrance Sunday (11.50)
Six O’clock Service with Jazz (18.00)
15 Soundings: English Cathedrals, Part 1
Dr Gabriel Byng (19.00)
22 Soundings: English Cathedrals, Part 2
Revd Canon Patrick Curran (19.00)
26 s’ Häferl Soup Kitchen
27 Advent Lessons and Carols (18.00)
30 Council Meeting (via Zoom)

03 Pop-Up Bazaar begins (until 10.12.22)
06 Soundings: Anglican Identity, Part 2
Revd Dr Robert S. Kinney (19.00)
10 s’ Häferl Soup Kitchen
11 Six O’clock Service with Jazz (18.00)
13 Soundings: Anglican Identity, Part 3
Revd Dr Robert S. Kinney (19.00)
16 Christmas Concert
18 Kid’s Church Nativity
Nine Lessons and Carols (6pm)
24 Crib Service for young families (16.00)
Midnight Mass (22.45)
25 Christmas Services (8.30, 10.30)
31 New Year’s Eve Service (16.30)

JANUARY AND BEYOND

REGULAR SERVICES

06.01
17.01
23.01
03.02
22.02

SUNDAYS
8.30am		
10.30am
6.00pm		

Epiphany Sung Eucharist (10.30)
Tag des Judentums
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Pilgrimmage to Egypt begins
Ash Wednesday

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Holy Communion (CW)

TUESDAYS
8.30am		 Morning Prayer
6.15pm		 Evening Prayer (on Zoom)
WEDNESDAYS
9.30am		 Holy Communion (CW)
THURSDAYS
6.15pm		 Evening Prayer (on Zoom)

A SHORT HISTORY OF...

An Interview With Ádám Bak

Where did you grow up?
I grew up in a lovely Hungarian city called
Rackeve, which is close to Budapest.
What brought you to Christ Church?
I arrived at first time for the Homecoming
Weekend in 2021, according to the
suggestion of my Chaplain, Fr. Frank
Hegedus. Later, I received the opportunity
to be an intern in the MES and I am glad
to spend my internship in Christ Church
in Vienna.
What is a defining moment in your walk
with Jesus?
There are some steps in my life with in
connecting to Jesus. For example, when
I heard, at first, his calling voice, or the
reception of sacraments, or especially
when I was ordained. However, in
everyday life, my walk with the Lord is
experienced through interior prayer.

Who has inspired you as a role model?
My father inspired me to be motivated
and to understand that there are no
impossible situations. My ‘second’ father,
the Vicar of my city, inspired me in the
pastoral life.
Would you describe yourself as an early
bird or a night owl?
I am not a good sleeper, so perhaps I
am both, but I prefer the early morning
hours.
Name one aspect of Vienna you
especially like so far
I like that I feel at home. Just the language
is changed (from my home in Hungary).
Name three books you would
recommend.
1. The Tragedy of Man, by Imre Madach.
He is a Hungarian author who lived at
the end of 19th century. He was a genius

and had a unique style in explaining deep
thoughts in his poetry.
2. Called or Collared, by Francis Dewar. It
was the first book which I read during my
preparation on the Anglican path.
3. Iron, Fire and Ice, by Ed West. This book
explains the real history that inspired
Game of Thrones.
Have you ever laughed so hard, that you
fell over?
I like humour and I think I have good sense
of humour, but I am laughing always in a
safe area.
Would you consider living in the 19th
century, if you could time travel?
Definitely not! I am happy with my world
and my age.
Is the glass half empty or half full?
Always half full, except if the glass is my
brain. I want to learn always more and
more.
Describe your perfect day in seven
words.
Be creative; be happy in Gods’ presence.

Whom would you like to meet: Bishop
Desmond Tutu or Mother Theresa of
Calcutta?
I appreciate the work of both, what they
have made. But I would like to meet
with Bishop Desmond Tutu because I like
his powerful speech and his labour for
equality.
Has your life ever radically changed?
How?
Just once, when I left my ministry in the
Roman Catholic Church. It was a hard
decision, but I well-prepared, so I trust in
the Lord and I try to follow him wherever
he goes.
How many languages can you speak,
read and write?
I speak my mother tongue, which is
Hungarian, I speak English, German, and
I have basic French. During seminary, I
learned Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.
What can men do better than women?
I believe in the equality, but I think men
drive better.

Your favourite colour is….
Blue.
What is success in your definition?
If I complete an idea and it creates
happiness, not just me but my whole
environment.
Given a choice: would you live by the sea
or in the mountains?
I like mountains for hiking and to have
a beautiful excursion, but I would like
to live by the sea. I prefer summer and
the sunshine, I like swimming, and also
seafood.
What is your present state of mind?
I am excited because this coming year will
bring me a lot of experience.
Is there a quote or saying that inspires
you? If so, what is it?
“Be strong and courageous, the Lord
your God is with you wherever you go.”
(Joshua 1.9)

What headline would you really like to
read?
…wherever you go…

Commonwealth War Graves
Klagenfurt

Commonwealth War Graves
Klagenfurt

THE KLAGENFURT
WAR CEMETERY
Nigel Reynard

To the west of the city of Klagenfurt, there
is a plot of land, sandwiched between
calm streets and affluent residences, that
is dedicated to something very special.
It is the Klagenfurt War Cemetery. Here,
some 599 personnel have been laid to
rest. In this article, we will remember
them.
Upon the cessation of hostilities at the
end of the Second World War, much of
the south of Austria (as well as various
districts in Vienna, including Landstraße,
where Christ Church is situated) came
under British control, the central
headquarters for British operations
being in Klagenfurt. With many of the
dead in need of a proper burial, the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
was called upon to build the Klagenfurt
War Cemetery. The cemetery’s existence
today is now forever safeguarded by the
provisions of the Austrian State Treaty of

1955, the plot of land on which it stands
being a gift from the Austrian people to
provide a perpetual resting place for the
fallen.
The cemetery is a serene resting place
for those 599 men and women who
are buried there. Many were British,
but there are also a number of other
nationalities represented, too. Around
one in ten were originally from Australia
and New Zealand.
Upon entering the pristinely kept
grounds, there is a covered area with a
Visitors’ Book for people to mark their
respects in writing. Here you will find
entries from addresses all around the
world, but perhaps equally as striking,
from a great many local Austrians as well.
They, too, remember them.
As you walk around the cemetery and

look at the headstones, you cannot help
noticing just how many of the fallen
were mourned first and foremost by an
abundance of bereaved and heartbroken
parents. For E.G. Davies, an airman
who fell on 7 July 1944, aged 25, the
inscription reads ‘God keep our darling
boy. Mums and Dad’. My visit here took
place on a hot, quiet sunny July day; a
whole world away from the different
conditions to those that would have been
experienced by so many of the fallen who
now rest here.

of the war and in its aftermath; a fitting
reminder that the damage and suffering
of any war extends well beyond its neatly
categorised timelines. Even in 1945
and thereafter, incidents occurred and
accidents still happened.

In walking past the grave of J. Forsyth,
who fell in early 1945, the inscription
reads ‘May the winds of heaven/Blow
softly here/Where lies sleeping/One we
loved so dear’. At this point a soft but
determined gust of warm wind suddenly
blows. Sometimes these things just
happen by chance, but at this moment
its symbolism is instantly felt, and not
forgotten.

May they rest in peace.
We will remember them.

Those who were laid to rest here were
mainly soldiers who had died in captivity,
been shot down, or crashed while flying
over. But there is also a not insignificant
number who were killed at the very end

The cemetery is also a reminder that it
was not just men who laid down their
lives in fighting or in the cause of creating
a sustained peace. The last person to
be buried here was a woman, Catharine
Tolmie, who died on 14 November 1947.

Getting the Food Ready
AfricaNight 2022

Drumming and Dancing
AfricaNight 2022

GIVING THANKS
Mike Stevens

Farmers may constitute an ever-smaller
proportion of the world’s population, but
the rhythms of farming and harvesting
are like bedrock in connecting us with
the earth and the seasons of the year.
With the harvest reaching its fulfilment
in autumn, this is the time when in many
countries, some form of thanksgiving is
observed.
In my country, the USA, it always
takes place on the fourth Thursday of
November. The Wednesday before this
date is the most-travelled day of the year,
greater even than right before Christmas.
Tens of millions of Americans make their
way homeward to be with their loved ones
to celebrate the goodness of creation
and bonds of affection with family and
friends. Now, we Americans are famous
for our eagerness to embrace “the next
new thing” coming down the pike in
society and culture, but Thanksgiving is

for most Americans a carefully preserved
tradition in which we look forward to an
elaborately prescribed dinner normally
consisting of some mix of turkey, stuffing,
gravy, mashed potatoes, sweet corn
(i.e., maize), sweet potatoes (yams), hot
rolls, cranberry sauce, cider or wine,
green bean casserole, and (my favourite)
pumpkin pie. The host at the table is
expected to offer a prayer of gratitude to
God or, in our increasingly secular age, at
least a reflection on what we have to be
thankful for.
For many, Thanksgiving is a moment to
take stock of one’s life, looking back to
come to terms with both the good things
and the disappointments and setbacks
that inevitably occur in every life. It’s a
good springboard for wider reflection
and for inspiring good deeds. Having
once been involved in a homeless shelter
program, I learned well that the period

from Thanksgiving until New Year is the
time when reflection about the blessings
in our lives motivate a mighty stream
of donations and volunteer work for all
kinds of activities that involve help for
the needy.
For my own part, as I’ve grown old, I’ve
become more aware of the generosity of
other people toward me as I have made
my way through life. When I was young,
I’m afraid I didn’t always comprehend
the extent of other people’s good deeds
toward me and toward those I love, and
what effort it took them. I’ve learned
that it’s often not possible to pay back
the person who does a good deed. What
each of us can do, however, is to count
our blessings and pay forward to others
for the good that we received from
people during the course of our life. That
actually may be the best way to pay back
those good souls who did us kindness but
didn’t ask for, or expect anything from us,
in return.

POP-UP BAZAAR
December 3-10

in the Church Centre

Monday - Saturday: 10.00 - 18.00

JAMS, CHUTNEYS,
PUDDINGS, AND MORE!

Email Jennie (jennie.ratcliffe@yahoo.co.uk)
to pre-order.

CHRISTMAS CARDS

Email Betty (grimpson@aon.at) or Guli

(gulielma.jennewein@googlemail.com) to
pre-order.

ONLINE RAFFLE
December 10

Contact the church to purchase tickets!

CHRIST CHURCH SHOP
Tuesday - Friday: 9.30 - 18.00

Also open on 3, 5, and 10 December!

FAREWELL TO

MIKE WALTNER

PLEDGE FORM FOR THE

PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 2022
Giving thanks to God for the many blessings I/we have received and recognising my/
our responsibility to God for the work and upkeep of the Church here in Vienna
I/We will give regularly each week/month
(including any existing commitment)
Beginning from							
⃝ Envelopes (weekly) – supplied by the Treasurer
⃝ Monthly bank standing order to Christ Church Support Association
Bank Austria									
IBAN: AT85 1100 0005 2407 3400			
BIC: BKAUATWW BIC:						

Raiffeisenlandesbank NÖ-WIEN
IBAN: AT14 3200 000 0074 76203
RLNWATWW

Name:																
Address:															
Telephone:								
Email:					
Date:										
Signature:				
MAKING THE RESPONSE
So that we can plan more effectively and make better use of our resources, it is very
important that we should know what our weekly/monthly income in the coming year
is likely to be. We appreciate your response.

SALT + LIGHT

