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FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Revd Canon Patrick Curran

Since Easter, a group from Christ Church
went on pilgrimage to Greece ‘In the
footsteps of St Paul’, others hosted
the Street Party on the occasion of the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, others hosted
the Long Night of the Churches (with
contributions from the CCV African
Drummers and Carole Alston), and we
had a service of confirmation with three
adult baptisms.
A group from Christ Church gathered at
the Benedictine monastery of Göttweig
for the annual retreat. The theme of the
retreat was Good (God) Companions. It
was led by Bishop Martin Wharton, who
also presided at the recent confirmation
service. In May we were joined by Gwen
Allison from Wycliffe College, Toronto,
Canada for a three-month placement at
Christ Church.
We have much to be thankful for to God

for guiding us, inspiring us and keeping
us together during the pandemic. All this
activity is dependent on people ready
to take responsibility out of a willing
response to God’s call in their lives to
serve, to witness and to grow in the love
of God in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 3:19).
As the summer beckons us into to a
quieter pace of life before the autumn,
we turn our thoughts to the various
challenges the world is facing and the
responses being made: war in Ukraine,
rising food prices and energy costs,
inflation, 100 million refugees worldwide
(UNHCR), etc.
Perhaps it is because I come from a
harbour city (Hamburg), went to a school
on the Baltic Sea coast, studied and
worked in England (where you are never
far from the sea) and married Lucille,
whose home was on the Atlantic coast

and whose grandfather was a fisherman
that maritime images speak to me. Faith
is like an anchor that will not lose its hold.
Faith is like a vessel, although rocked by
many storms, still makes its way safely
to its destination harbour. A hymn that
comes to my mind from time to time is
Will Your Anchor Hold, written by Priscilla
Jane Owens and first published in 1882.
The hymn is based on words from the
Letter to the Hebrews (6.19) reminding
the reader that the hope that is in us is
‘a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul’.
This is how I experience the God who
has made himself known to us in Christ
Jesus and I echo with Paul his words that
nothing in all of creation can separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
(Romans 8.38f)
The first verse and the refrain of Owens’s
hymn are:
Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,
When the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift and the cables strain,
Will your anchor drift, or firm remain?
REFRAIN:
We have an anchor that keeps the soul

Steadfast and sure while the billows roll,
Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love.

These are strong words that speak of a
firm hope and a steadfast faith grounded
in God. As we look to the autumn when
we will resume our programmes and
activities, I note Owens was a Sunday
school teacher. Sunday school teachers,
now Kids’ Church facilitators, have a
wish to pass on the faith – that gift which
first nourished them as children – to the
present generation of children. May their
work and that of church Sunday schools
across the world inspire us in turn to do
likewise by sharing the faith on which we
can rely and which keeps us anchored
whether we be young or aged, middled
aged or adolescent.
Wishing you and yours time for family
and friends, and time to relax and simply
be this summer,
The Chaplain

2022 Pilgrmage to Greece
Part of the Pilgrimage Group

FROM THE EDITOR
Tara Harbeck

Such a time of activity, it leaves me almost
breathless. Christ Church has been full of
action since Easter: first, there was the
pilgrimage to Greece. About 25 people,
not just from CCV went along and found
their faith deepened through following
in the footsteps of Saint Paul. Linda Dean
has submitted her reflections on this
remarkable trip.

Sadly, it is also a time of saying our
farewell: Charles Bishop, our intern, is
returning to England. Mike Waltner, one
of our Honorary Assistant Curates, and
his family are moving to Portugal and
Linda Dean is returning to the States. We
wish them all well and our Lord’s blessing
and protection as they journey onward
(and upward) in their pursuit of Christ.

Then followed the Street Festival on
Jaurèsgasse, a new endeavour and
alternative to our traditional Advent
Bazaar. Philip Reading summarises this
beautifully with plenty of photos as well.

With all the best wishes for a restful
summer,

And then, following on the heels of the
Street Festival, Die Lange Nacht der
Kirchen, always a big community effort
and well attended by curious visitors
who appreciate the information, history
and musical presentations by our church
community and the hospitality team.

Easter Vigil
Lighting the Easter Candle

PILGRIMAGE 2022:
REFLECTIONS
Linda Marie Dean

The thought of going on a pilgrimage to
Greece and following in St. Paul’s footsteps
initially appealed to me for three reasons:
an opportunity to experience a country
thus far unvisited, a deeper knowledge
of St Paul and his travels, and, being new
to CCV, it would offer me a chance to
become more acquainted with members
of CCV. Yes! Let’s go!
Overall, the itinerary was quite
extensive. Starting in the northern area
of Thessaloniki, we journeyed south by
coach and ended in Athens nine days
later. We weaved our way through the
valleys, up and down mountains, and
even through some tunnels. Each day we
became more immersed in the wholeness
of Greece. Fields of red poppies waved at
us in the north. Groves of olive trees and
orchards of oranges lined the highway
in the south. Fragrant blossoms and

lyrical birds wafted around us. Each day
included times of Scripture, prayers, and
songs of praise.
Stops were intentionally focused on
ancient historical events, mythology,
the worship of multiple gods prior to
Christ, and Paul’s actual presence and
ministry. At the site, where Lydia was the
first Greek to be baptized, the rushing
water was cold when Patrick sprinkled
us. Among the ruins of Philippi was the
jail cell where St. Paul is believed to have
been confined. The cell was much smaller
than I had imagined from the Scriptures.
From the steps where Paul preached in
Macedonia, Patrick read the Scriptures
describing the event. We visited the
famous Greek Orthodox mountain top
monasteries of Meteora. Their isolated
precarious mountain top locations were
described as “in the air” and visiting them

did leave me quietly contemplative and a
bit breathless. Athens was filled with prehistoric and ancient remnants from years
before Christ and the images of multiple
gods and mythology were pervasive. The
scales were lifted from my eyes when I
saw this. Now I understand more deeply
why, as in the Scriptures, Paul stayed in
Athens only briefly and left to focus his
ministry efforts elsewhere. Each stop
deepened my understanding of the
Scriptures and widened my appreciation
for St Paul’s missionary efforts.
Upon reflection, I realize that my reasons
for going on the pilgrimage were all
met. The country of Greece did unfold
each day and envelope me. I did make
new and deepening friendships in Christ
as we ate, and prayed, and laughed
together. But most of all, I experienced a
deepening of my faith. St Paul’s efforts to
spread the message of Christ as Messiah
and Lord over death was so incredibly
all-encompassing. Nothing would stop

him…not hunger, rejection, physical
beatings, humiliation, incarceration, and
eventually death. So, now I ask myself,
how can I better convey the promise of
God’s victory through Jesus Christ?

Easter Sunday
A Return to a Full Church

A SHORT HISTORY OF...

An Interview With Linda Marie Dean

Where did you grow up?
My early years were spent in Michigan.
It was in my teen years that the travelbug bit me. About 30 years ago, my late
husband and I moved to Florida. Now,
I am renting a furnished apartment in
Vienna from April through June. This is
my first time in Central Europe.
What brought you to Christ Church?
I first visited CCV at the conclusion of
a 2-week Uniworld River Cruise from
Amsterdam in 2021. Right away I
experienced a faithful and strong Christbased community with a unity of spirit.
This drew me to consider an extended
stay here. What a delight CCV has been
for me. Such a warm and welcoming
church family! I have reached out and
participated and the warm reception has
been a blessing to me. One of my goals
of this trip was to enrich my faith. This

has happened. The pilgrimage to Greece
in May, the Soup Kitchen, and now the
Retreat at a Benedictine monastery have
enriched my spiritual journey.
What is a defining moment in your walk
with Jesus?
There were two. Growing up in a devout
Christian family shaped me most. At
numerous times my parents taught
me how to address situations or face
problems with a Christ-focus. Yet, because
of my young-adult self-centeredness,
I lost the focus. Then, in my early 30’s,
after several life-disappointments, I went
back to church. The second defining time
happened afterward. I felt called to a
weekend of solitude, prayer, scripture,
and fasting. During that time, it was
revealed that I needed to turn-around
and re-focus on Christ. Since then, my
spiritual journey has included a series of

enriching and fulfilling events.
Who has inspired you as a role model?
My mother in particular. She joyfully lived
a life of service to God and her family. I
am the eldest of three girls and then
came twin boys. My parents both died
last year, 10 weeks apart, after 76 years
of marriage. Dad would say, “the family
that prays together, stays together”. We
did and we still are.
Would you describe yourself as an early
bird or a night owl?
Definitely an early-bird! I wake refreshed
and ready to go…somewhere. I don’t
even need caffeine.
What is one thing you like about Vienna?
The Vienna Philharmonic. Unparalleled!
A distinct draw for me.
What are three books you would
recommend?
A trilogy. Starting last September, I
engaged in “100 Days of Dante” that
was offered free, on-line, via You Tube,
by Baylor University. An introduction
to each of the 100 Canto was posted
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

Presenters included professors from
numerous universities and seminaries.
So, through Advent, Lent and culminating
at Easter, I ploughed my way through
“The Divine Comedy”. What an incredible
piece of literature. Dante pulled together
for me all of the Greek mythology and
Christian theology that opened my mind
and my heart to experience Greece so
completely. When I saw the abundance
of mythology statues in Athens, I truly got
it: that Saint Paul was only in Athens for a
short time before he headed back north
to spread the word of Jesus Christ.
Have you ever laughed so hard that you
fell over?
Ha ha. I laugh easily at myself when I do
something inept. Laughing really hard
happens when I travel with my two
sisters. We seem to get the giggles about
childhood mis-endeavours and once we
start…
Is the glass half-empty or half-full?
It is a fault of mine that I often see the
glass as nearly over-flowing. I have to
cross-check myself sometimes.

Would you consider living in the 19th
century if you could time-travel?
No. Although I have been told that I am
an “old soul” and also there are aspects
of the 19th century that hold romantic
appeal; even so, my adventurous nature
is to keep moving forward!
Whom would you like to meet?
Bishop Desmond Tutu or Mother Theresa
of Calcutta? Absolutely BOTH. But,
in choosing one, it would be Mother
Theresa. She wrote about her doubts
of God’s calling for her. I too experience
uncertainty about how I may serve God
each day. Yet, she stayed so intently
focused on living a Godly life. She was a
divine example!
Has your life ever radically changed?
Nothing radical. Life is, for me, more
of a process with a series of learning
experiences. Some experiences are more
challenging than others.

In seven words, what is a perfect day?
Sunlight, coolness, holy quiet-time, lovedones, and cooking with fresh ingredients.
How many languages can you speak,
read and write?
One. English. The immense geographic
size of the United States means I must
travel very far to fully use another
language. I have limited tourist-grade
abilities in French and a little Spanish.
My mouth and mind are struggling with
Deutsch.
What can men do better than women?
This question brings to mind the
scriptures of Paul to the Romans (12:3-8)
and the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 12:731) describing how each of us have Godgiven talents of varying sorts. As one body
in Christ, the “hand” cannot do without
the “feet” and such. It isn’t about gender.

The Street Party
A View of the Church

What is your favourite colour?
Yellow like sunlight, flowers, and a Pilsner.
What is success in your definition?
Living each day in the fullness of Christ.
All else fades in comparison.
Given a choice, would you live by the sea
or in the mountains?
Both have appeal; but, I like to eat
seafood more than goat.
What is your present state of mind?
Gratefulness. God’s graciousness is so
abundant that it fills me with awe. This
time at Christ Church Vienna has been a
glorious gift!
Is there a quote or saying that inspires
you? If so, what is it?
A sacred doxology comes to mind: “Praise
God from Whom all Blessing Flow”.
God’s creation and on-going provision
is so enormous. I aim to praise God
in all things, even when the outcome
isn’t what I thought I wanted. If I pray
for God’s intervention, then I can more
readily accept what God has planned
for me, rather than what I desire. There
is much praise in my heart for this time

at CCV. All the pieces for coming here
just fell into place. I am overflowing with
gratitude. Thank you CCV, for sharing the
love of Christ.

The Street Party
Shopping for Books

THE STREET PARTY
Philip Reading

It wasn’t until the ear-splitting hee-haw
of the bagpipe organized itself into the
strains of “Speed Bonnie Boat”, right on
time at 10.30 a.m. on Saturday 28 May,
that I realized: “This is really happening!”
The rain had stopped for the time being,
the umbrellas and marquees were up,
the food and books and antiques and
handbags and jewellery were laid out
on the tables and – most importantly –
eager visitors were clustered at both ends
of Jaurèsgasse waiting to be admitted.
From the beginning, there was a buzz of
excitement and pleasure, heightened by
the bunting flapping merrily in the breeze
and the gusto with which the Platinum
Jubilee theme was taken up in people’s
hats, the tablecloths, the cupcakes,
everywhere. Ambassador Lindsay Skoll
CMG gave us an opening speech, and our
chaplain Patrick Curran led us in prayer.
The Christ Church Quintet played jazz in

the garden marquee in front of a relaxed
crowd loosely arranged on Heurige
benches, followed by the church’s African
Drummers, Wilson von Kessler and his
guitar, Anna Binder and her bagpipes,
our very own Carole Alston with her
gospel songs, and Yvonne Lumb’s skilfully
chosen playlist of English pop music of
the second Elizabethan era. The Austro
British Society came in force, led by their
president Kurt Tiroch. Joanna GodwinSeidl of the Vienna Theatre Project
operated the roaming microphone with
verve and style. A camera team from
Radio Wien interviewed visitors and
stallholders.
Was it the “English” weather? The
Pimms? The whisky in the garden? The
hats? (There were some really spectacular
items, one of them a papier-mâché
flamingo!) The atmosphere of relaxed

The Street Party
Whisky Stall Workers

The Street Party
The Lucky Dip

cheerfulness never flagged all day, until
the food, the beer, the Pimms and the
whisky ran out and it was time for us all
to turn back into pumpkins. (Emergency
foraging teams had had to be sent out for
more Pimms and whisky, a pastoral bottle
of The Ardmore from the chaplain’s office
shelf being the last victim!)
The idea of having something like a street
party was born during the pandemic,
when two successive Advent bazaars had
had to be cancelled, and we were looking
for ways of lessening the Covid risk. Then
it dawned on us that the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee would be marked throughout
the UK and the Commonwealth by
community street parties in early June, so
we decided to jump on that bandwagon
and try out something new in 2022.
Fortunately, the new British Ambassador,
Lindsay Skoll CMG, was enthusiastic
about the idea from the beginning, so
it was with a welcome tailwind that
Diana Dopheide and I embarked on
adapting the well-tried bazaar model to
the familiar-unfamiliar circumstances of
holding an event out in the open, but
on our own doorstep. Some of the more
outlandish unfamiliarities came with

the bureaucratic process of obtaining a
permit from the City (three departments
and the police were involved), one of
the conditions of which was that we get
an expert opinion from a tree surgeon
on the safety of the trees in the church
garden! Many of the old bazaar hands
rallied round to help, and a valiant band
of first-timers cut their teeth, testing their
powers of improvisation to the limit.
The Christ Church Shop morphed
into a second-hand bookshop with a
remarkable range of royal memorabilia
on sale, the Christ Church Centre was
transformed into a clothes emporium.
This year’s exceptional crop of children’s
books in English extended along half
the length of the street, opposite a rich
offering of other new books, accessories
and White Elephants (the name we
persist in giving to our flea market). A
tombola and a children’s Lucky Dip (from
a handsome red box specially crafted by
Graham Ratcliffe). A good sum of money
was raised for Christ Church Vienna and
its charity programme. A good time was
had by all. By 9 p.m. there was no trace of
a party on Jaurèsgasse. But everyone left
looking forward to another party in 2023.

Only 50 metres from our church building is the Christ Church Shop (under the umbrella
of the Christ Church Support Association). The shop, entirely run by volunteers, sells
a variety of items. These are donated by the church congregation and members of
the public. They include clothes and accessories, toys, linens, books written in English,
household items, and all those small possessions that are too good to throw away and
which may be of use to someone else. We aim to provide a good, attractive service
within an accepting and relaxed atmosphere where we can be of service to all who
enter, regardless of whether they are coming in for a chat, for the warmth, or to buy.
Please check the website for more current hours.

CHRIST CHURCH SHOP

Salesianergasse 20, 1030 Vienna
9.30 to 14.00, Tuesday to Friday, in July and August
www.christchurchvienna.org

The Street Party
Tasty Treats

FAREWELL TO
CHRIST CHURCH
Charles Bishop

My year at Christ Church was sprung
upon me within a short time, and it
seems to have come to an end even
faster. The idea was suggested to me in
late August, by early September details
were finalised, and by the end of that
month I had landed in a sunny Vienna. I
will look back on my time at Christ Church
with a tremendous amount of fondness,
for the people, the events and the very
real sense of a community that truly live
and cooperate together.
My time began with the Homecoming
Weekend, in the very first week that I
arrived. There could have been no better
way to see the workings of Christ Church
and to get introduced to people, from the
social committee to the jazz band and
having the opportunity to meet the young
adults of the community in one setting.
I was fortunate to attend a number of

events with Fr Patrick throughout the
year, I think the laying of the foundation
stone at the German Embassy being one
of the stranger spectacles to witness.
The Eastern Archdeaconry Synod which
took place in Corfu will certainly be an
occasion that I will look back on as a
highlight, meeting priests and laypeople
from similar circumstances to our church
here in Austria, as well as others with
completely different situations.
The sense of community here is evident,
although it can sometimes be a blessing
and a curse. I’ve never known a church
to chat over a cup of coffee after a
service quite as long as at Christ Church.
Of course, it’s wonderful to see the
conversations, to hear people catching
up and getting to welcome newcomers
and visitors, but it does mean that getting
home at 2 o’clock was not uncommon!

The Street Party
African Drummers

I’m being light-hearted of course – it’s
such a tightly knit community, which was
clearly evidenced by the street party. It
was wonderful to see the cooperation
and effort that went into preparing
the street for the celebrations. Within
the space of four-and-a-half hours, the
road was absolutely transformed – and
everyone who attended the celebrations
can attest to what a spectacular job was
done by all involved. It also gave me the
chance to pick up a skill that I hadn’t
expected to learn over the course of my
time here – I’m sure selling children’s
books will be a useful ability to have
for the rest of my life! Of course, just
being able to live in Austria and Vienna
itself has been an incredible experience.
Vienna has been packed full of things
for me to see, churches, museums, art
galleries, concerts and so on. I was also
able to travel outside Vienna, my trip to
Mariazell being a tremendously enriching
experience. This has been the greatest
blessing of my time at Christ Church –
how I have grown in faith, experiencing
a different way in which a church can
operate. I will look back on the Midnight
Mass, Maundy Thursday watch and
All Souls as being particularly special

memories of services at Christ Church.
Having Morning and Evening Prayer has
been a great joy, as well as the weekly
Bible Study which I have had the privilege
of leading. It has been enriching and
spiritually uplifting to me, seeing the way
in which the Bible still relates to our own
lives, not just within a Church context.
One of my fondest memories will be of
the Prayer Ministry group. It was striking
to me when we mentioned names of
those we know personally who are in
need, and members of the group wrote
their names down to take home and pray
for them, even despite not knowing them
personally. To me this showed that Christ
Church is truly committed to being part
of the Body of Christ, which is his Church,
not just praying for those we know or
think need it.
I will be very sad to leave Christ Church,
but of course I am so happy to have got
to meet and to know such a wonderful
church and community. It has affirmed
the foundation of God’s grace laid at my
baptism, and it will be a truly special time
in my life. I will come and visit, so it will
be – see you soon, rather than goodbye!

PLEDGE FORM FOR THE

PLANNED GIVING SCHEME
Giving thanks to God for the many blessings I/we have received and recognising my/
our responsibility to God for the work and upkeep of the Church here in Vienna
I/We will give regularly each week/month
(including any existing commitment)
Beginning from							

€

⃝ Envelopes (weekly) – supplied by the Treasurer
⃝ Monthly bank standing order to Christ Church Support Association
Bank Austria									
IBAN: AT85 1100 0005 2407 3400			
BIC: BKAUATWW BIC:						

Raiffeisenlandesbank NÖ-WIEN
IBAN: AT14 3200 000 0074 76203
RLNWATWW

Name:																
Address:															
Telephone:								
Email:					
Date:										
Signature:				
MAKING THE RESPONSE
So that we can plan more effectively and make better use of our resources, it is very
important that we should know what our weekly/monthly income in the coming
year is likely to be. So we are asking everyone in the congregation of Christ Church to
complete this Response Form and return it to the Treasurer (Mr Ben Dannenmaier).

To make a contribution to the next edition of Salt + LIght,
email magazine@christchurchvienna.org.
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