
No. 3 | Advent 2021

SALT + LIGHT



Information

Church Address    Jaurèsgasse 17-19, 1030 Vienna
Postal Address    Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna
Church Office    Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna
Phone/Email    01-714 8900   office@christchurchvienna.org
Website     www.christchurchvienna.org
Facebook     www.facebook.com/christchurchvienna

Chaplain     Revd Canon Patrick Curran office@christchurchvienna.org
Honorary Assistant Curates Revd Mike Waltner
       Revd Dr Robert Kinney  curate@christchurchvienna.org
Intern      Charles Bishop   intern@christchurchvienna.org
Ordinand     Dr Gabriel Byng
Licensed Reader    Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb)

Church Office Administrator Vivien Pilles-Broadley
Verger      Mr Andrew Seneviratne
Choir Director    Ms Joan Avery   christchurchchoir@gmx.at
Organist     Mr Andrew Couse
Klagenfurt     Ms Helen Taupe
Ljubljana     Revd Taylor Denyer

Impressum

Salt + Light is a communication and information instrument of Christ Church, the Anglican Church in 
Austria. It intends to inform its readership concerning events in the Chaplaincy, in the Diocese of Europe, 
and in the world as well as news in the Chaplaincy and society, promote the exchange of views and 
experiences, and offer guidance from the point of view of the Christian faith. Christ Church Vienna also 
serves Bratislava, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and and Zagreb.

Responsible for the Content: The Revd Canon Patrick Curran

Disclosure according to §25 Media Act Media owner: Association for the promotion and support of the 
Anglican Church in Austria - Christ Church Support Association (ZVR number 368988936), 1190 Vienna, 
Krottenbachstraße 99/4, represented by the Chairman, Mag. Philip Reading. Board of Directors: Mag. 
Philip Reading, Angela Peake-Herzog, and Ade Mola Adeyimi. Purpose of the Association (Art. II of the 
Statutes): Not-for-profit, promoting the Anglican Church in Austria.



CONTENTS

The views expressed in Salt + Light are those of the individual authors and should not necessarily be 
considered as carrying the endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or the Editor. The contributors and 
readers of Salt + Light have many different backgrounds and opinions, which we want to respect. Although 
we may not agree with them, we may choose to publish them. We seek to be guided by this exhortation: 
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things” (Philippians 4:8).

2021 © Christ Church Vienna

2
3
5
7
9

11
13
15
16
19
24

Information/Impressum
Contents
From the Chaplain
From the Editor
A Short History of... Charles Bishop
Church Calendar
Vienna’s E-Type Tram
Reading the Bible
A Conversation with Ben Dannenmeier
And the Word became Flesh                 
Kids’ Church                  



At this moment I am wondering what 
Christmas is going to look like, given 
the alarming rise in Covid infections, 
especially with the accompanying 
hospitalisations and occupancy 
of intensive care unit beds. I feel 
great empathy for the medical staff, 
nurses and doctors who have been 
shouldering an inordinate load during 
the pandemic. Give them a central 
place in your prayers with thanksgiving. 

During the pandemic I have been 
constantly reminded of the Covid 
pew card we printed during the first 
lockdown, in which we quoted the 
second great commandment which is 
to love your neighbour, meaning we 
must have regard for one another. Make 
difficult decisions. Those who love God 
are called to love their neighbour. This 
will require action. It must not remain a 

sentiment that we aspire to in thought, 
but we must also act.

At the moment I am wondering what 
our Christmas celebrations are going 
to look like at church and at home. Last 
year we had a memorable Nine Lessons 
and Carols service online (if there is a 
recording of the Zoom service we shall 
upload it and post a link). Given that 
we were on Zoom we could screen-
share. We not only heard the different 
languages, but we also saw the 
different scripts. Additionally, we heard 
different styles of music – classical, jazz 
and contemporary with an array of 
instruments. It was a wonderful way 
to mark Christmas in lockdown. It was 
inspiring, as Christmas is. And I am 
reminded, as I often am in these days, 
of increasing fragmentation, resulting 
in each being pitted against the other of 

       FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Revd Canon Patrick Curran

Where might we be heading this Christmas?  



the Christian vision. “After this I looked, 
and there before me was a great 
multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb.”  (Revelation 7:9) 
Have you looked? 

The first Christmas was a Christmas 
in the obscurity of Herod the Great’s 
vassal kingdom. Luke tells us that even 
though Mary was great with child, she 
and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem 
to be registered. The prophet Micah 
says of Bethlehem, “But you, O 
Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one 
of the little clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to 
rule in Israel, whose origin is from of 
old, from ancient days.” (Micah 5:2) 

There is much speculation about the 
registration, just as there is about 
the star that appeared. Arriving in 
Bethlehem (meaning house of bread) 
there is no room for them in the inn. 
They find beds for the night in a stable. 
There Jesus is born and laid in a manger 
“with ox and ass standing by”. The 

Christmas story reminds us that Jesus’ 
birth was a lowly birth, caught up in the 
political decisions over which many, 
including Mary and Joseph, had little 
or no control, but were nevertheless 
subject to. Life and living go on.

Salvation, redemption, reconciliation, 
atonement - whatever you call 
it - always takes place in time, in 
a particular place, in the present 
circumstances of our lives, and in the 
lowliness of our lives.

May our Christmas celebrations, 
whatever havoc the pandemic wreaks, 
be marked by joy, with thanksgiving 
and be appropriate expressions of a 
Christian-shaped Christmas. 

My wish for us all has an angelic ring, 
“Glory to God in the highest and peace 
to his people on earth”.

The Chaplain



Advent Candles



FROM THE EDITOR
Tara Harbeck

As I sit basking in the southern Californian 
sun, celebrating Thanksgiving with my 
children, my thoughts turn to Austria 
over and over.  I’m much saddened and 
troubled by recent developments in 
this land; a land and people I have come 
to love so much.  Something, actually 
many things, don’t seem a-right, and 
little Austria is just an inkling of what 
may come.

So in this vein, my thoughts also return 
over and over again to the Word of 
God: His promises, His faithfulness, 
His unchanging care and love for us, 
who are his little mortal beings.  How 
can I not ask, question, query what 
might be the meaning of all this?  And 
I know there will be no fully satisfying 
answer in this life, since we in our 
mortal coils can “see only a reflection 
as in a mirror; then we shall see face 
to face. Now we know in part; then we 

shall know fully, even as we are fully 
known.“

So, I hang on with my mind and intellect 
to these promises - because my feelings 
are fleeting - ephemeral, vapourous 
clouds  - but His Word and His promises 
are none of these.

In that spirit I wish you, dear readers 
and members of Christ Church, a 
serene Advent season, albeit more 
serene than we might have wished; a 
Christmas celebration where we bend 
the knee to the One Word who became 
Flesh in deep awe and thanksgiving; 
seeing, believing and understanding 
that in Him alone we have hope in the 
here and now, and in the life to come.  
Amen.



Where did you grow up?
I was born in Old Basing, a small village 
in Hampshire, just a week after my 
parents had moved there for my father 
to become village priest. My family then 
moved to Guildford where I attended 
prep school and later my secondary 
school, St John’s Leatherhead. For the 
previous 3 years we have been living in 
Croydon.

What brought you to Christ Church 
Vienna?
I was made aware of the scheme by 
family friend and Diocesan Director 
of Ordinands William Gulliford, who 
suggested it would be a worthwhile 
adventure, feeding directly into 
studying Theology at Durham University 
which I will be doing next year.
 
What is a defining moment in your 
walk with Jesus?

I always remember the singing of 
Allegri’s Miserere Mei Deus by the 
choir at Guildford Cathedral as being 
intensely moving, and a moment which 
gave me sheer conviction in my faith. 
The Maundy Thursday watch was 
stunningly powerful when I took part.

Who has inspired you as a role model?
I have always loved the ‘late bloomer’ 
narrative, particularly in an academic 
sense but also in relationship to the 
church. St Augustine and St Thomas 
Aquinas are fine examples, but I’ve 
never had to look further than my 
own father and his academic journey. 
I would mention my mother, but study 
was always (I gather) frustratingly easy 
for her.

Would you describe yourself as an 
early bird or a night owl?
I’m not one for staying up exceptionally 

A Short History of...
Our Intern

Charles Bishop



late, but I have always found that I am 
more outgoing as the night goes on. I 
think waking early is important, but I 
don’t always make the effort!

Name one aspect of Vienna you 
especially like so far
The stunning buildings. I feel incredibly 
blessed to be able to walk through the 
grounds of the Schloss Belvedere on 
my way to the church – why take the 
tram when that is in my path!

Three books you would recommend?
St Augustine’s Confessions, 
theologically incredibly significant, 
any of P G Wodehouse’s, Jeeves and 
Wooster books, which are charmingly 
funny (the Fry and Laurie TV series is 
also excellent), and my favourite novel, 
Les Misérables, which is just superb.

Have you ever laughed so hard, that 
you fell over?
Many times, but the most memorable 
being my two brothers and I attempting 
to record ourselves singing Once In 
Royal David’s City for Croydon Minster’s 
pandemic carol service. Our lack of 
ability and abundance of voice breaks 

made it impossible to finish even one 
verse!

Would you consider living in the 19th 
century, if you could time-travel?
I find that there are many distractions 
in the modern world that could be 
done without that weren’t present 
in the 19th century, and I do love the 
romanticism of the Napoleonic wars 
among other things, but I’m not sure I 
would like to live it. We live in a much 
more just, equitable society nowadays, 
and living without modern medicine 
would be hard!

Is the glass half-empty or half-full?
Always half full, and as my father always 
says, “Act as if!”

Describe your perfect day in seven 
words
Tea, book, dog-walk, friends, football, 
beef stew.

Whom would you like to meet: Bishop 
Desmond Tutu or Mother Theresa of 
Calcutta?
What a terrible decision to have to 
make! I think I would have to go with 



DECEMBER 2021

05   Second Advent Service
07   Bible Study (Thursdays, 7 pm online)   
12 Third Avent Service
 Christ Church ONLINE Bazaar
14   Bible Study  
18 Reading the Bible (via Zoom) 
19 Fourth Advent; Nine Lessons & Carols 
21   Bible Study
24 Christmas Eve Services
 4 p.m. - Family Christmas Eve Service   
 10.45 p.m. - Midnight Mass 
25 Christmas Day Services
26 St. Stephen’s Day
31  New Year’s Eve Service

JANUARY 2022

06  The Feast of the Epiphany
09  Baptism of our Lord
13 Bible Study Group (Thursdays, 7 pm    
 online)  
22 How to Study the Bible #2: Context
27  Theology on Tap
30  Children’s Nativity Play (tentative) 

FEBRUARY and beyond

03 Bible Study Group (Thursdays, 7 pm    
 online) 
26  How to Study the Bible #3: Structure  
 

REGULAR SERVICES

SUNDAYS
9.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)
6.00pm  Holy Communion (CW)

TUESDAYS
8.30am  Morning Prayer
6.15pm  Evening Prayer

WEDNESDAYS
9.30am  Holy Communion (CW)

THURSDAYS
6.15pm  Evening Prayer



Bishop Demond Tutu, a dedicated 
and intelligent man, who has lived his 
message and done so much for people.

Has your life ever radically changed? 
How?
Moving to Vienna has been a big 
step! I wouldn’t say radically, but my 
work ethic transformed with my two 
favourite teachers, Mr Whitmore and 
Rev Moloney, and I fell in love with 
study.

How many languages can you speak, 
read and write?
I have an average grasp of French, a very 
very poor handle on Spanish, but Latin 
is my preferred language, and I regret 
not continuing studying it further. 

What can men/women do better than 
women/men?
I asked my parents for this answer; my 
father says men are better map readers 
and women better at childbirth, but my 
mother says women do both better – 
and with less fuss!

Your favourite colour is….
Red – I love Liverpool Football Club

What is success by your definition?
Success is being content with what you 
have.

Given a choice: would you live by the 
sea or in the mountains?
By the sea. I never used to enjoy going 
to the beach, but it’s now one of my 
favourite outings, and one which we 
do each year on my mother’s birthday, 
despite it being late October and 
freezing!

What is your present state of mind?
There are undeniably nerves as I leave 
my family for the first time, particularly 
to a foreign country, but I am more 
excited about the effect that this year 
will have upon me, and how it will 
change me as a person.

Is there a quote or saying that inspires 
you?  If so, what is it?
“If a man does not know to what port 
he is sailing, no wind is favourable” – 
Seneca.



When you talk to someone in Britain 
about an E-Type, the chances are you’ll 
be fondly thinking of the E-Type Jaguar, 
which has somehow never quite gone 
out of fashion ever since it charged onto 
the roads in the 1960s. But this article is 
about a very different kind of instantly 
recognisable and greatly loved E-Type, 
and one that is specific to us here in 
Vienna; the E-Type tram.

The Vienna E-Type tram was, with 
interludes, constructed and delivered 
from the 1960s right the way through to 
the early 1990s. Distinctly painted in the 
red and white colours of the municipality 
of Vienna, the E-Type tram quickly 
established itself as part of the overall 
city furniture, with the rounded front of 
the tram and its split windscreen, which 
inclines inwards as it goes up, making 
it an instantly recognisable icon of the 
Vienna streets. You could almost say that 
the E-Type tram is to the Viennese what 

the traditional London Routemaster bus 
was to so many Londoners. Its external 
design was sleek and rounded at the 
edges, making it more aerodynamic than 
its predecessors. 

Internal design was important too, not 
least as it was anticipated from the early 
1970s that trams should be laid out in 
such a way that the permanent presence 
of a ticket inspector would no longer be 
necessary.

Further modifications for the better took 
place over the years of construction too. 
In the late 1970s, a revamp was given to 
the E-Type series, this time with steps 
that would automatically fold outwards 
then back inwards as the doors opened 
and closed at each tram stop. 

But there were problems. Despite the 
aforementioned optimisation, people 
sometimes had difficulty in climbing 

The Iconic E-Type 
Tram

Nigel Reynard



the steep steps into the carriage, the 
passenger floor being a good two feet 
above ground level. This also proved 
especially dangerous in the winter 
months due to people slipping when 
getting on and off.

For some years, the E-Type tram had the 
curious accolade of being the only such 
tram in Europe which didn’t have a side 
mirror. This was rectified only in 2009 
following a spate of accidents where 
drivers had been unable to properly see 
that the doorways were clear before 
moving off from the tram stop.

And yet for all these issues over the 
years, the E-Type tram continues to 
be a distinctive and much loved form 
of transport that very much belongs 
to Vienna. The introduction of ultra-
low floor trams over twenty years ago 
heralded the beginning of the end for the 
E-Type, which is now in the twilight years 
of its remarkable service. The good news 
for those still wanting to ride on one is 
that the final phasing out is not scheduled 
until 2025 or 2026. 



Until then, the E-Type will remain both 
popular and ubiquitous, for practical 
reasons if anything else. Many of the ultra 
low floor trams are considerably heavier 
than their nifty E-Type counterparts, thus 
causing far greater wear and tear on the 
tramrail infrastructure. This has become 
an expensive problem. Moreover, just 
this summer, it was announced that the 
eventual shipment of the latest ‘flexibility 
trams’ also looks likely to be beset by 
delivery problems.

Reliable as ever, the iconic E-Type tram 
will be still be with us for some time to 
come.

The Bible. God’s Word. The Holy 
Scriptures. The Word of the Lord. The 
Bible has been, for a very long time, 
the most popular book in the world 
and the most important book for 
Christians. Yet, having been composed 
thousands of years ago in different 
ancient cultures and languages, it can 
feel very strange and distant. Join us 
in the Church Centre (2.5 G required) 
or online for a new educational series 
on reading the Bible. We’ll be gathering 
about one Saturday morning per 
month to discuss the tools for reading 
the Bible well, informed by both the 
academy and Anglican tradition. Each 
session will be approximately 60-90 
minutes in length.

Bible Seminar
READING THE BIBLE



Tentative Schedule:
• November 27: Introduction to the 

Bible: It’s Origin and Organiza-
tion (Given the current lockdown, 
this session will be on Zoom only.) 

• December 18: How to Study the 
Bible #1: Overview 

• January 22: How to Study the Bible 
#2: Context 

• February 26: How to Study the 
Bible #3: Structure 

• March 26: How to Study the Bible 
#4: Melodic Line 

• April 16: How to Study the Bible 
#5: Gospel 1 

• May 28: How to Study the Bible 
#6: Gospel 2 

• June 25: How to Study the Bible 
#7: Rhetoric and Persuasion



We’ve been living in Austria full time 
since 2018.  I lived here from 2002-
2004 and we attended Christ Church 
every Sunday.  I was confirmed here 
in the spring of 2004.  From 12 to 14 
years I went to two different Austrian 
bilingual schools and therefore speak 
German fluently, “und akzentfrei kann 
ich auf jeden Fall sprechen!”

My best friends are Austrian.  My best 
friend, whom I’ve known since 12, is 
a police officer who has advanced to 
being a detective now - but he had a 
beat beforehand.  He visited America 
a few times.  We’ve also made friends 
in very different groups: old friends, 
church friends, neighbourhood friends, 
softball friends.  So, for example, 
through neighbourhood friends we 
found a bigger apartment that we’re 
moving into in mid-November. 
But coming back to Christ Church 
was like coming back to a second 

home.  Hyacinth was my Sunday 
School teacher; I knew Philip Reading’s 
daughters growing up here; I was 
in Sunday school with Victoria - I’ve 
known PC since then.  Every year during 
my high school years from 2004 - 2008 
I came back in the summer and would 
go to to Christ Church.

What would you say to someone who is 
new in Vienna?  I think people in Vienna 
value long-term friendships a lot.  If 
you already have some of those that’s 
easiest.  I would say it’s best connecting 
through events outside church or work, 
outside the routine - that’s how you’re 
going to make friends.  You’re not going 
to make best friends the first time; 
also finding like-minded communities 
helps.  Social media makes it easier to 
connect when new in a foreign city.  In 
our social groups we stay on topic, no 
hot topics. 

A Life at Christ Church... 
Ben Dannenmeier

Treasurer 



Do you celebrate Thanksgiving in 
Austria?  Every year we’ve done 
Thanksgiving with Austrian friends - a 
kind of potluck, with American football 
in the background, etc.  We’re sorry we 
can’t do it this year, because of a work-
related party. 
 
What are your hobbies in your private 
life?  I play softball and baseball.  
Tiffany joined a Facebook group called 
„Americans in Austria“ and we joined 
them.  Now I’ve been the manager of 
the „Vienna Bad News Bears“ and we 
play every Wednesday in the Prater.  
We’ve recruited some great American 
players, including Peter Kyriakos from 
the Jazz band.  And I also play baseball 
- I don’t play it nearly as well, because 
in baseball you throw harder.

My work in Austria is specialty in 
pharmaceutical manufacturing. There 
are pharmaceutical firms all over the 
world, and I found an employer in 
Austria who did exactly what I did in 
Texas.  I’m involved in so-called „lean 
manufacturing“ originally developed 
by Toyota after WWII.  Toyota was 
way ahead of their time.  Japan was 

very isolated, and learning to make do 
with what they have on hand is their 
manufacturing principle.  This meant, 
being able to do the most with the 
highest level of efficiency.  Moving back 
to Vienna and knowing Christ Church, it 
feels like home.  Not much has changed: 
the same pews, the same people and 
so I think that’s really comforting.  I’ve 
known the people since being a child.  I 
helps to build my faith: the rhythm with 
a traditional service really does help me 
personally.  And I think it’s important 
to be in church on Sundays, even 
though I wasn’t very faithful during 
my twenties.  And I do appreciate the 
added things available at Christ Church, 
e.g. Theology on Tap, Bible Studies, 
one-on-one, diving into Scripture, an 
intellectual exercise that’s fascinating. 
 
Ben, thank you for your time and letting 
us know a little about yourself!



The Christ Church Advent Bazaar 2021 has 
moved online  

Up-to-date information is available at

www.christchurchbazaar.org



And the Word became Flesh
Reverend Canon Patrick Curran

The high point in the Prologue of St John’s 
Gospel comes when the evangelist writes 
“and the Word was made flesh and lived 
among us”. It is a moment to keep silence, 
to bow the head and to bend the knee. 
Those words are immediately followed 
by “and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son…” (John 1.14). 
The other day during morning prayer I 
was arrested by the petition in which the 
Church asks that she might reflect God’s 
“glory this day”. 

The bidding left me wondering what it 
might mean to reflect God’s glory at any 
time and how I might go about living out 
the bidding’s intention. Giving attention 
to this prayer functions as a wakeup call. 
If we are going to reflect something of 
God’s glory we must give attention to how 
we interact with people on the phone, in 
person or through the use of electronic 
communication or how we appreciate 

the gift of time and use the time given on 
any day, to name a few examples.
Some years ago, my brother became 
fascinated with Pharaonic Egypt, 
which was to have an impact on my 
life. Everyone, I suspect, has a certain 
fascination for this early civilisation 
(Hochkultur), especially since the 
hieroglyphs were deciphered, the 
discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb, the 
writings of Jan Asmussen, the Mummy 
films (1932, 1999) and - of course - 
Israel’s time of rescue and later captivity 
in Egypt. In the 1990s my mother gave us 
a Nile River cruise from Luxor to Aswan. 
It was a memorable trip, on which I came 
to appreciate the impressive bird life of 
the Nile, reflected in the wall paintings 
of ancient Egyptian temples and tombs 
and even on some of the walls of the 
Kunsthistorische Museum (KHM) in 
Vienna.



Since that trip my interest in things 
Pharaonic has increased. Only yesterday I 
was listening to a podcast on the opening 
of Tutankhamun’s sarcophagus, detailing 
the amount of gold used, signalling the 
Pharaoh’s divine status amongst humans 
and to the gods. Glory is associated with 
the divine and with gold since ancient 
times. Gold as a symbol of divine glory 
continues through religious art to this 
day.

But, what does it mean to behold God’s 
glory from a Christian perspective, in 
the light of the word made flesh? A clue 
is provided in the proximity of glory to 
Jesus’ incarnation, in which the Word of 
God (logos) comes to indwell the flesh 
of our mortality. When we look into the 
face of baby Jesus we are being invited 
to perceive God’s glory. Artists try to 
capture this sometimes with beams of 
glory emanating from body or with a halo 
on his head:  “And the glory of God shone 
all around”. Paul, the apostle, in his Letter 
to the Galatians writes that Jesus came in 
the fullness of time implying that it had 
to be that historical moment. “But when 
the fullness of time had come, God sent 
his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law,…” Galatians 4.4
We are reminded through the word 
made flesh that God in Jesus humbles 
himself. Elsewhere in the New Testament 
we read that Jesus set aside equality with 
God as something not to be exploited, to 
be taken advantage of, or to be grasped 
(Philippians 2.6). As a human being God 
strips himself of the divine “advantage”. 
Jesus does not court the high and mighty. 
He has words for the poor and the 
powerful. Words of encouragement and 
likewise words of challenge. He looks for 
disciples amongst those who will follow 
him, from very different walks of life. The 
God who stoops down and lives a human 
life in Jesus, which is characterised by 
sensing, crying, pain, joy, eating, sleeping 
- to name a few. Glory is seen in the life 
that Christ manifests at table, on the 
road, amongst the crowds, hanging on 
the cross and what, at one level, we might 
call “the ordinariness of the resurrection” 
- on the beach, in the garden, at table and 
amongst the disciples and followers in the 
Upper Room, where they are gathered. 
The everyday life of Jesus pre- and post-
crucifixion continues. No throne room, 
no palace, no Roman villa, amphitheatre 
or colosseum… 



Glory is ineffable, making Isaiah the 
prophet shrink before the otherness 
of God, but at the moment when glory 
takes on our mortality and dwells 
amongst us, the divine is turned to the 
world, in an unexpected and unforeseen 
way. Turned to the world in its diversity, 
calling us to do the same. It turns us to 
life. It is inclusive, for the author of life 
does not lose sight of the individual in the 
magnitude of the many. We think of God’s 
expanding universe and are encouraged 
thereby to make room that the relational 
– which is also touched on in the verse 
of scripture we are considering “we have 
seen the glory as of a father’s only son” 
– is likewise not only possible, but rather 
the reality of each Christian in a unique 
and always life-enriching way. 

In the coming weeks, and especially as 
we make our way to Christ’s crib during 
Christmas, both for his birth and then a 
few weeks later during Epiphany, let us 
consider and live out, as best as we are 
able, what it means to reflect God’s glory 
this day and every day in the vessel of our 
particular lives - that God’s name may 
be praised throughout the world, in our 
communities and through our lives.



Jesus has come to live and reign in the home of our hearts and 
to be the heart of our homes.  Is it possible that He could come to His 
own home, the hearts of His people, and not be received, because our 

heart hotels are too crowded?  He came for each of us.

He came for....

g  The Prodigals who are far from home, though under the same roof,
 for husbands and wives distantly sharing the same bedroom
 for parents and children, continents apart across the dinner table.
g  The Homeless who are rootless, wandering, restless souls in million dollar   
 houses, never at  home - anywhere.
g  The Hungry children of luxury, starved for affection and attention, famished   
 of character and meaning, 
 for overfed adults who are morally undernourished and spiritually anaemic, 
 for the thin, beautiful people, perfect on the outside, yet bloated with pride   
 and who stuff an insatiable ego with the whipped cream of social whirl.
g  The Thirsty, dehydrated souls saturated with drink, willing to absorb and   
 sponge up every drop of approval.
g  The Sick with life, the emotionally Wounded, bruised, dinged and dented by   
 brutal words hurled in anger.
g   The Prisoners chained to habit and compulsion, handcuffed by social status,   
 incarcerated by their possessions, heavy laden and burdened with prosperity.
 
 Thought for today: Yes, He came for us all.
        Dr. Gordon Hess

El Montecito Presbyterian Church



Inscription outside stable
in Bethlehem



“In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth” - Genesis 1:1

After meeting in the church garden over 
the summer, Kids’ Church moved into 
the centre late September. We have 
been using a programme based on the 
book “The Big Picture” edited by David 
Helm. We kept “Creationtide”, along 
with the congregation, by beginning 
with learning the very first verse in the 
Bible. We learned that God created a 
place, filled it with plants and animals 
and finally created people to live there 
as God’s friends and helpers. We are 
now looking at how God was pleased 
with all he had made. Before Advent 
we will finish this section by looking 
at how Jesus was with God before 
creation. To quote the popular worship 
song “What a Beautiful Name”:

You were the Word at the beginning 
One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation

Now revealed in You our Christ 

And, of course, also summed up in 
John’s Prologue:

“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it.“   John 1:1-5

We will also have a Christmas Eve 
Crib Service for families at 4 p.m. on 
24th December. During this service 
the Christmas Cribs in the church are 
blessed and a light from the Church of 
the Nativity in Bethlehem is distributed. 
Each year the light is taken around to 
participating churches in Austria on its 

Kids’ Church 
Lucille Curran



journey across the globe. If you would 
like to take a Bethlehem light home, 
bring a hurricane lamp or some other 
appropriate vessel (so that it doesn’t 
blow out on the way).  The service is 
only a half an hour long so that you can 
get home in time for “Bescherung”, 
if you keep the Austrian custom.

We do not have enough leaders for 
separate age groups and we do not 
have the same number of children 
each week, which means we can have 
one child or 10, aged 1 to 11. It is 
challenging, but we carry on, adjusting 
to the group that is there. The goal is to 
incorporate them into the body of the 
Church, which is why we join for Holy 
Communion, an important part of their 
Sunday morning.  If children prefer 
to sit in the main service with their 
parents, that is fine with us. 
And if there are children who would 
like to be baptised or participate in 
First Communion preparation they 
are encouraged to come forward and 
speak to one of us, or one of the clergy.

Melinda May, of course, helps with our 
presentaions in church.  Unfortunately 

this year’s Nativity Play has been 
cancelled again, however we are in the 
process of planning an alternative for 
the new year. 

Michaela Foster and Claus Vogl are 
our Kids Church leaders. Michaela is 
the brains behind our arts and craft 
creations. Claus contributes his science 
and biblical knowledge, as well as his 
humour. 



What were some of the oddest
Christmas presents you 

have received?

◊ My Daddy’s two gold teeth 
wrapped in Christmas paper

◊ A chocolate fountain. I do like 
chocolate, but am not keen 
on dipping strawberries or 
marshmallows in chocolate and 
would certainly never invite 
people over for a chocolate 
fountain party

◊ Condensation-proof shaving 
mirror for use in the shower

◊ A mustard coloured ceramic 
owl  plaque as wall decoration; 

it became a running gag to 
re-wrap it and pass it on to 
another family member the 
following Christmas

◊ An egg-shaped gadget, when 
added to the water, sings a ditty 
when the egg is hard-boiled

◊ Toy Monster truck that sang 
and danced to the Marenga; it 
drove my parents nutty

◊ A 1,5 metre tall plastic silver 
stag-shaped candle holder 

 
 The lighter side of Christmas giving: 
 the odd, the bizarre and the not-so-useful



PLEDGE FORM FOR THE

PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 2021
Giving thanks to God for the many blessings I/we have received and recognising my/
our responsibility to God for the work and upkeep of the Church here in Vienna

I/We will give regularly each week/month
(including any existing commitment)

Beginning from       

 * Envelopes (weekly) – supplied by the Treasurer 
 * Monthly bank standing order to Christ Church Support Association

Bank Austria         Raiffeisenlandesbank NÖ-WIEN
IBAN: AT85 1100 0005 2407 3400   IBAN: AT14 3200 000 0074 76203
BIC: BKAUATWW BIC:      RLNWATWW

Name:                
Address:               
Telephone:         Email:     
Date:           Signature:    

MAKING THE RESPONSE
So that we can plan more effectively and make better use of our resources, it is very 
important that we should know what our weekly/monthly income is likely to be. So we 
are asking the congregation of Christ Church to complete this Form and return it to the 
Treasurer (Mr Ben Dannenmaier)

   €



SALT + LIGHT

To make a contribution to the next edition of Salt + LIght,
email magazine@christchurchvienna.org.


