Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die,
and to rise again. Let us go with him in faith and love, so that, united with him
in his sufferings, we may share his risen life.
PALM SUNDAY
28 MARCH 2021
Assemble in the church garden.
Hosanna to the Son of David.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. (2x)
Behold your king comes to you, O Zion,
meek and lowly, sitting upon an ass.
Ride on in the cause of truth and for the sake of justice.
Your throne is the throne of God, it endures for ever;
and the sceptre of your kingdom is a righteous sceptre.
You have loved righteousness and hated evil:
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness above your fellows.
Hosanna to the Son of David
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. (2x)
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance.
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
The celebrant introduces the celebration.
Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing by works of love
and self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and resurrection. Today
we come together to begin this solemn celebration in union with the Church
throughout the world.

The congregation hold up their palms while this prayer is said.
God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer
and to die, let these palms be for us signs of his victory; and grant that we who
bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the
way that leads to eternal life; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
GOSPEL

Mark 11:1-11

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark:
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, ‘Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you,
“Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back
here immediately.”’ 4 They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside
in the street. As they were untying it, 5 some of the bystanders said to them,
‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ 6 They told them what Jesus had said;
and they allowed them to take it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the
road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then
those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 11 Then he
entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around
at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
This is the Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, O Christ.

The celebrant addresses the people.

14

But in you Lord have I put my trust;
I have said ‘You are my God.’

Let us go forth, praising Jesus our Messiah.
LESSON
COLLECT
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day.

A reading from the letter to the Philippians:

Let us pray for a closer union with Christ in his suffering and in his glory.
True and humble king,
hailed by the crowd as Messiah:
grant us the faith to know you and love you,
that we may be found beside you
on the way of the cross,
which is the path of glory.
Amen.
PSALM

Psalm 31:9-14

9

Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in trouble;
my eye wastes away for grief, my throat also and my inward parts.

10

For my life wears out in sorrow, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me in my affliction, and my bones are consumed.

11

I am become the scorn of all my enemies
and my neighbours wag their heads in derision.
I am a thing of horror to my friends;
and those that see me in the street shrink from me.

12

I am forgotten like a dead man out of mind;
I have become like a broken vessel.

13

For I hear the whispering of many;
and fear is on every side;
While they plot together against me,
and scheme to take away my life.

Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to
the point of death - even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted
him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.
Here ends the reading.
VOCAL SOLO
Ride on, Ride on in Majesty
Charlotte Wiggins
PASSION GOSPEL
1

Mark 15:1-39

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders
and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and
handed him over to Pilate. 2 Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’
He answered him, ‘You say so.’ 3 Then the chief priests accused him of many
things. 4 Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how many charges
they bring against you.’ 5 But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was
amazed. 6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for
whom they asked. 7 Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels
who had committed murder during the insurrection. 8 So the crowd came and
began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 9 Then he answered
them, ‘Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ 10 For he
realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him
over. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas
for them instead. 12 Pilate spoke to them again, ‘Then what do you wish me to

do with the man you call the King of the Jews?’ 13 They shouted back, ‘Crucify
him!’ 14 Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all
the more, ‘Crucify him!’ 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
16
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the
governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17 And
they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown,
they put it on him. 18 And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the
Jews!’ 19 They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in
homage to him. 20 After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 21 They
compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross;
it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 Then they brought
Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23 And
they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24 And they
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what
each should take. 25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified
him. 26 The inscription of the charge against him read, ‘The King of the
Jews.’ 27 And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on
his left. 29 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,
‘Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 save
yourself, and come down from the cross!’ 31 In the same way the chief priests,
along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying,
‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Messiah, the King of Israel,
come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.’ Those who
were crucified with him also taunted him. 33 When it was noon, darkness came
over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 At three o’clock Jesus cried
out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?’ 35 When some of the bystanders heard it,
they said, ‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ 36 And someone ran, filled a sponge
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let
us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.’ 37 Then Jesus gave a loud
cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from
top to bottom. 39 Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in
this way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’

INTERCESSIONS
A member of the congregation offers prayers.

SERMON
The appointed preacher offers a sermon.

It is indeed right and just,
our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

Please use the following response to the intercessions:
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
PEACE
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence:
Once we were far off,
but now in union with Christ Jesus
we have been brought near
through the shedding of Christ’s blood,
for he is our peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All exchange an appropriate sign of peace.
MUSIC
EUCHARIST
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Eucharistic Prayer E

holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty.
The power of the life-giving cross
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world
and the triumph of Christ crucified.
He is the victim who dies no more,
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever,
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause,
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.]
We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with [N and] all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
As God’s children, and heirs with Christ
we cry in the Spirit, ‘Abba’, Father:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
AGNUS DEI

give us the mind to follow you
and to proclaim you as Lord and King,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

NOTICES

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Christ crucified draw you to himself,
to find in him a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope,
and the assurance of sins forgiven;

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

BLESSING

GIVING OF COMMUNION

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The celebrant distributes communion.

ORGAN POSTLUDE

MUSIC
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS
Lord Jesus Christ,
you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant,
and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation:

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common
Worship (London: Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken
from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture
reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV translation of The
Holy Bible.
TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Currently we are not taking a collection during any of the services in the
church building, because of Covid-19 restrictions. We ask those of you
who would otherwise make your donations to Christ Church to consider
setting up regular standing orders or some other electronic means of
contributing. More information is available on our website.
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them.

