
 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
29 JANUARY 2023 

 
PRELUDE 
Cornet Voluntary in A Minor 
John Blow (1649-1708) 
 
HYMN 99 (VERSES 1-2, 4) 
 
1 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 
 great David’s greater Son! 
 hail, in the time appointed, 
 his reign on earth begun! 
 He comes to break oppression, 
 to set the captive free, 
 to take away transgression, 
 and rule in equity. 
 
2 He comes with succour speedy 
 to those who suffer wrong; 
 to help the poor and needy, 
 and bid the weak be strong; 
 to give them songs for sighing, 
 their darkness turn to light, 
 whose souls, condemned and dying, 
 were precious in his sight. 
 
4 Kings shall bow down before him, 
 and gold and incense bring; 
 all nations shall adore him, 
 his praise all people sing: 
 to him shall prayer unceasing 
 and daily vows ascend; 
 

 his kingdom still increasing, 
 a kingdom without end. 
 
GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
The officiant uses an invitation to confession. 
 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, 
through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 



We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
God our creator, 
who in the beginning 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness: 
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
may dispel the darkness of ignorance and unbelief, 
shine into the hearts of all your people, 
and reveal the knowledge of your glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING         1 Kings 17:8-16 
 
A Reading from the First Book of Kings: 
 
8 Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 9 ’Go now to Zarephath, 
which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there 
to feed you.’ 10 So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate 
of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, ‘Bring 
me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.’ 11 As she was going to bring it, 
he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.’ 12 But she 
said, ‘As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal 
in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I 
may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and 
die.’ 13 Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first 



make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something 
for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of 
meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that 
the LORD sends rain on the earth.’ 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so that she 
as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not 
emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that 
he spoke by Elijah. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM               Psalm 36:5-10 
 
Your unfailing kindness O Lord is / in the / heavens: 
 and your faithfulness / reaches / to the / clouds. 
 
Your righteousness is like the / strong / mountains: 
 and your justice as the great deep *  
 you O Lord / save both / man and / beast. 
 
How precious O God is your en-/-during / kindness: 
 the children of men shall take refuge under  
 the / shadow / of your / wings. 
 
They shall be satisfied with the good things / of your / house: 
 and you will give them drink from  
 the / river · of / your de-/-lights. 
 
For with you is the / well of / life: 
 and in your / light shall / we see / light. 
 
O continue your merciful kindness toward / those who / know you: 
 and your righteous dealing to / those · that are / true of / heart. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son: 
  and / to the / Holy / Ghost; 
 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and / ever / shall be:  
 world without / end./ A-/-men. 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING       1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians: 
 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, ‘I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.’ 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29 so that 
no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 He is the source of your life in 
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN 97 (TUNE 210) 
 
1 Christ is our light! the bright and morning star 
 covering with radiance all from near and far. 
 Christ be our light, shine on, shine on we pray 
 into our hearts, into our world today. 
 
2 Christ is our love! baptized that we may know 
 the love of God among us, swooping low. 



 
 Christ be our love, bring us to turn our face 
 and see in you the light of heaven’s embrace. 
 
3 Christ is our joy! transforming wedding guest! 
 Through water turned to wine the feast was blessed. 
 Christ be our joy; your glory let us see, 
 as your disciples did in Galilee. 
 
GOSPEL               John 2:1-11 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have 
no wine.’ 4 And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to 
me? My hour has not yet come.’ 5 His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever 
he tells you.’ 6 Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites 
of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, ‘Fill 
the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, 
‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. 9 When 
the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it 
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward 
called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, 
and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have 
kept the good wine until now.’ 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
CREED              The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 



 
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
HYMN 104 (VERSES 1-3, 5) 
 
1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
 Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise, 
 manifested by the star 
 to the sages from afar; 
 branch of royal David’s stem 
 in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
 anthems be to thee addrest, 
 God in man made manifest. 
 
2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
 Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
 and at Cana wedding-guest 
 in thy Godhead manifest; 
 manifest in power divine, 
 changing water into wine: 
 anthems be to thee addrest, 
 God in man made manifest. 
 
3 Manifest in making whole 
 palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
 manifest in valiant fight, 
 quelling all the devil’s might; 
 manifest in gracious will, 
 ever bringing good from ill: 
 anthems be to thee addrest, 
 God in man made manifest. 
 
 

5 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 
 mirrored in thy holy word; 
 may we imitate thee now, 
 and be pure, as pure art thou; 
 that we like to thee may be 
 at thy great Epiphany; 
 and may praise thee, ever blest, 
 God in man made manifest. 
 
EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 



Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
INVITATION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant distributes communion. 
 
ANTHEM 
Jesu, Lamb of God, Redeemer 
Edward Elgar (1837-1934) 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 456 (TUNE II) 
 
1 Now let us from this table rise 
 renewed in body, mind and soul; 
 with Christ we die and rise again, 
 his selfless love has made us whole. 
 
2 With minds alert, upheld by grace, 
 to spread the word in speech and deed, 

 we follow in the steps of Christ, 
 at one with all in hope and need. 
 
3 To fill each human house with love, 
 it is the sacrament of care; 
 the work that Christ began to do 
 we humbly pledge ourselves to share. 
 
4 Then grant us grace, Companion-God, 
 to choose again the pilgrim way 
 and help us to accept with joy 
 the challenge of tomorrow’s day. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
Generous Lord, 
in word and eucharist we have proclaimed the mystery of your love: 
help us so to live out our days 
that we may be signs of your wonders in the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The celebrant may use a seasonal blessing, or another suitable blessing: 
 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
…and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 



 
HYMN 676 
 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
 we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
 and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 
 
4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
 all laud we would render: O help us to see 
 ‘tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Voluntary in C Major 
John Blow (1649-1708) 

 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common Worship (London: 
Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: 
Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV 
translation of The Holy Bible. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We are taking a collection during all of the services in the church building through the 
offering plate and through a tap and pay card reading system at the back of the church. 
PayPal and standing orders are also possible through our website or by contacting the 
church Treasurer. More information is available on our website. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them. 


