ABSOLUTION

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
10 JANUARY 2021
ORGAN PRELUDE
GREETING
In the name of the living God: Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
KYRIE ELEISON
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day.
Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,

(said)

anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
LESSON

Acts 19:1-7

4

The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation;
the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice

5

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf
and Sirion like a young wild ox

7

The voice of the Lord splits the flash of lightning;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare;
in his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’

9

The Lord sits enthroned above the water flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore.

10

The Lord shall give strength to his people;
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:
1

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 Then he said, “Into what then
were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the
one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and
prophesied— 7 altogether there were about twelve of them.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now,
and shall be forever. Amen

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
1

2

3

Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

Psalm 29
GOSPEL

Mark 1:1-12

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark:
Glory to you, O Lord.
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written
in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way; 3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”’ 4 John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, ‘The
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 9 In those days Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 12 And the Spirit immediately
drove him out into the wilderness.
This is the Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
The appointed preacher offers a sermon.
INTERCESSIONS
A member of the congregation offers prayers.
A CORPORATE AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
The celebrant addresses the congregation as follows:
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. To follow
Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. Therefore, I ask:

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ.
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.
May God, who has given you the desire to follow Christ,
give you the strength to continue in the Way.
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour?
I repent of them.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.

Almighty God,
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
I reject them.
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them.

with all who have been baptized into your name.
Keep us faithful to our baptism,
and so make us ready for that day
when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
PEACE
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.]

We are all one in Christ Jesus.
We belong to him through faith,
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you,
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

All exchange an appropriate sign of peace.
MUSIC
EUCHARIST
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:
for at this time we celebrate your glory
made present in our midst.
In the coming of the magi
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations.
In the waters of baptism

Jesus was revealed as the Christ,
the Saviour sent to redeem us.
In the water made wine
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

Eucharistic Prayer E
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

for ever and ever.
Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with [N and] all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
AGNUS DEI
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
GIVING OF COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
Amen.
p
The celebrant distributes communion.
MUSIC
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS

Lord of all time and eternity,
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:
by the power of your Spirit
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
NOTICES
BLESSING
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom;
and the blessing of God Almighty
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
be among you
and remain with you always.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
ORGAN POSTLUDE

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common
Worship (London: Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken
from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture
reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV translation of The
Holy Bible.
TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Currently we are not taking a collection during any of the services in the
church building, because of Covid-19 restrictions. We ask those of you
who would otherwise make your donations to Christ Church to consider
setting up regular standing orders or some other electronic means of
contributing. More information is available on our website.
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them.

