
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
5 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
PRELUDE 
Prelude in G major, BWV 902 
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)   
 
HYMN 445 (VERSES 1-3) 
 
1 God is here! As we his people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of his Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 
 
2 Here are symbols to remind us 
 of our lifelong need of grace; 
 here are table, font and pulpit; 
 here the cross has central place. 
 Here in honesty of preaching, 
 here in silence, as in speech, 
 here, in newness and renewal, 
 God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
3 Here our children find a welcome 
 in the Shepherd’s flock and fold, 
 here, as bread and wine are taken, 
 Christ sustains us as of old. 
  
 
 

 Here the servants of the Servant 
 seek in worship to explore 
 what it means in daily living 
 to believe and to adore. 
 
GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
The officiant uses an invitation to confession. 
 
God so loved the world  
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 



Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, 
through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
Almighty God, 
who alone can bring order 
to the unruly wills and passions of sinful humanity: 
give your people grace 
so to love what you command 
and to desire what you promise, 
that, among the many changes of this world, 
our hearts may surely there be fixed 
where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



OLD TESTAMENT READING         Isaiah 58:1-9a 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
1 Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to 
my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day 
they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that 
practised righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask 
of me righteous judgements, they delight to draw near to God. 3 ’Why do we 
fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ Look, 
you serve your own interest on your fast-day, and oppress all your workers. 
4 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such 
fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the 
fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a 
bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day 
acceptable to the LORD? 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of 
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and 
not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like 
the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go 
before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rearguard. 9 Then you shall call, 
and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM               Psalm 112:1-9 
 
O praise the Lord * Blessèd is the man who / fears the / Lord: 
 and greatly de-/-lights in / his com-/-mandments. 
 
His children shall be / mighty · in the / land: 
 a race of upright / men who / will be / blessed. 
 
Riches and plenty shall be / in his / house: 
 and his / righteous· ness / stands for / ever. 
 
 

Light arises in darkness / for the / upright: 
 gracious and merciful / is the / righteous / man. 
 
It goes well with the man who acts / generously · and / lends: 
 who / guides · his af-/-fairs with / justice. 
 
Surely he shall / never · be / moved: 
 the righteous shall be held in / ever-/-lasting · re-/-membrance. 
 
He will not / fear bad / tidings: 
 his heart is steadfast / trusting / in the / Lord. 
His heart is confident and / will not / fear: 
 he will see the / downfall / of his / enemies. 
 
† He gives / freely · to the / poor: 
 his righteousness stands for ever *  
 his / head is · up-/-lifted · in / glory. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son: 
  and / to the / Holy / Ghost; 
 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and / ever / shall be:  
 world without / end./ A-/-men. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING       1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
 
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians: 
 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I came to you 
in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my 
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God. 6 Yet among the mature we do speak 
wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who 
are doomed to perish. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which 
God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age 
understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 



glory. 9 But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human 
heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him’— 10 these 
things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11 For what human being knows what is 
truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends 
what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand 
the gifts bestowed on us by God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN 384 
 
1 O Christ the Word incarnate, 
 O wisdom from on high, 
 O truth unchanged, unchanging, 
 O light of our dark sky, 
 we praise thee for the radiance 
 that from the hallowed page, 
 a lantern to our footsteps 
 shines on from age to age. 
 
2 The Church from her dear Master 
 received the gift divine, 
 and still that light she lifteth 
 o’er all the earth to shine; 
 it is the precious treasury 
 where gems of truth are stored; 
 it is the heaven-drawn picture 
 of Christ, the living Word. 
 
3 O make thy Church, dear Saviour, 
 a lamp of burnished gold, 
 to bear before the nations 
 thy true light, as of old; 
  
 
 

 O teach thy wandering pilgrims 
 by this their path to trace, 
 till, clouds and darkness ended, 
 they see thee face to face. 
 
GOSPEL             Matthew 5:13-20 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 ’You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled 
under foot. 14 ’You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven. 17 ’Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or 
the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil. 18 For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass 
from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the 
least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
Revd Dr Frank Hegedüs 
Chaplain, St Margaret’s, Budapest 
 
CREED              The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 



seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
HYMN 506 (VERSES 1-2, 4-5) 
 
1 The church’s one foundation 
 is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
 she is his new creation 
 by water and the word: 
 from heaven he came and sought her 
 to be his holy Bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, 
 and for her life he died. 
 
2 Elect from every nation, 
 yet one o’er all the earth, 
 her charter of salvation 
 one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
 one holy name she blesses, 
 partakes one holy food, 
 and to one hope she presses 
 with every grace endued. 
 
4 ‘Mid toil and tribulation, 
 and tumult of her war, 
 she waits the consummation 
 of peace for evermore; 
 till with the vision glorious 
 her longing eyes are blest, 
 and the great church victorious 
 shall be the church at rest. 
 
 
 
 



5 Yet she on earth hath union 
 with God the Three in One, 
 and mystic sweet communion 
 with those whose rest is won: 
 O happy ones and holy! 
 Lord, give us grace that we, 
 like them, the meek and lowly, 
 on high may dwell with thee. 
 
EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer E 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with [N and] all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
 

INVITATION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant distributes communion. 
 
ANTHEM 
Ave Verum Corpus 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 424 
 
1 Author of life divine 
 who hast a table spread, 
 furnished with mystic wine 
 and everlasting bread, 
 preserve the life thyself hast given, 
 and feed and train us up for heaven. 
 
2 Our needy souls sustain 
 with fresh supplies of love, 
 till all thy life we gain, 
 and all thy fullness prove, 
 and, strengthened by thy perfect grace, 
 behold without a veil thy face. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
Merciful Father, 
who gave Jesus Christ to be for us the bread of life, 
that those who come to him should never hunger: 
draw us to the Lord in faith and love, 
 
 



that we may eat and drink with him 
at his table in the kingdom, 
where he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The celebrant may use a seasonal blessing, or another suitable blessing: 
 
…and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 476 
 
1 Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go, 
 my daily labour to pursue; 
 thee, only thee, resolved to know, 
 in all I think or speak or do. 
 
2 The task thy wisdom hath assigned 
 O let me cheerfully fulfil; 
 in all my works thy presence find, 
 and prove thy good and perfect will. 
 
3 Preserve me from my calling’s snare, 
 and hide my simple heart above, 
 above the thorns of choking care, 
 the gilded baits of worldly love. 
 
 

4 Thee may I set at my right hand, 
 whose eyes my inmost substance see, 
 and labour on at thy command, 
 and offer all my works to thee. 
 
5 Give me to bear thy easy yoke, 
 and every moment watch and pray, 
 and still to things eternal look, 
 and hasten to thy glorious day; 
 
6 For thee delightfully employ 
 whate’er thy bounteous grace hath given, 
 and run my course with even joy, 
 and closely walk with thee to heaven. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Fantasia in A minor, BWV 904 
J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common Worship (London: 
Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: 
Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV 
translation of The Holy Bible. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We are taking a collection during all of the services in the church building through the 
offering plate and through a tap and pay card reading system at the back of the church. 
PayPal and standing orders are also possible through our website or by contacting the 
church Treasurer. More information is available on our website. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them. 


