
 
 

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 
19 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
PRELUDE 
Prelude: Largo 
Georg Friedrich Händel (1685-1759) 
 
HYMN 2 
 
1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
 Christ, the true, the only light, 
 Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
 triumph o’er the shades of night; 
 Dayspring from on high, be near; 
 Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 
2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
 unaccompanied by thee; 
 joyless is the day’s return, 
 till thy mercy’s beams I see, 
 till they inward light impart, 
 glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 
3 Visit then this soul of mine, 
 pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
 fill me, radiancy divine, 
 scatter all my unbelief; 
 more and more thyself display, 
 shining to the perfect day. 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
The officiant uses an invitation to confession. 
 
God so loved the world  
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, 



through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
Almighty Father, 
whose Son was revealed in majesty 
before he suffered death upon the cross: 
give us grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him 
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING        Exodus 24:12-18 
 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus: 
 
12 The LORD said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; 
and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, 
which I have written for their instruction.’ 13 So Moses set out with his assistant 
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had 
said, ‘Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with 
you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.’ 15 Then Moses went up on the 
mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD settled 
on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 
called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of 
the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 



people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. 
Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                Psalm 99 
 
The Lord is king let the / nations / tremble: 
 he is enthroned upon the cherubim / let the / earth / quake. 
  
The Lord is / great in / Zion: 
 he is / high a-/-bove all / nations. 
 
Let them praise your great and / terri·ble / name:  
 for / holy / is the / Lord.  
 
The Mighty One is king and / loves / justice: 
 you have established equity * 
 you have dealt / righteousness · and / justice · in / Jacob. 
 
O exalt the / Lord our / God: 
 bow down before his / footstool · for / he is / holy. 
 
Moses and Aaron among his priests * and Samuel among those who call up-/ 
 on his / name: 
 they called to the / Lord / and he / answered. 
 
He spoke to them from the / pillar · of / cloud: 
 they kept to his teachings / and the / law · that he / gave them. 
 
You answered them O / Lord our / God: 
 you were a forgiving God to them * and / pardoned · their / wrong / doing. 
 
O exalt the / Lord our / God: 
 and bow down towards his holy hill * for the / Lord  
 our / God is / holy. 
 
 

Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son: 
  and / to the / Holy / Ghost; 
 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and / ever / shall be:  
 world without / end./ A-/-men. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING         2 Peter 1:16-21 
 
A reading from the Second Letter of Peter: 
 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses 
of his majesty. 17 For he received honour and glory from God the Father when 
that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, 
my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 18 We ourselves heard this voice 
come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 So we 
have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 
attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that 
no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no 
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN 281 
 
1 ‘Tis good, Lord, to be here, 
 thy glory fills the night; 
 thy face and garments, like the sun, 
 shine with unborrowed light. 
 
2 ‘Tis good, Lord, to be here, 
 thy beauty to behold, 
 where Moses and Elijah stand, 
 thy messengers of old. 
 
 



3 Fulfiller of the past, 
 promise of things to be, 
 we hail thy body glorified, 
 and our redemption see. 
 
4 Before we taste of death, 
 we see thy kingdom come; 
 we fain would hold the vision bright, 
 and make this hill our home. 
 
5 ‘Tis good, Lord, to be here, 
 yet we may not remain; 
 but since thou bidst us leave the mount, 
 come with us to the plain. 
 
GOSPEL              Matthew 17:1-9 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and 
led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling 
white. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, 
I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.’ 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him 
I am well pleased; listen to him!’ 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the 
ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ 8 And when they looked up, they saw no one 
except Jesus himself alone. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been 
raised from the dead.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 

 
CREED              The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
 



INTERCESSIONS 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
HYMN 279 (TUNE 207) 
 
1 Jesus, on the mountain peak, 
 stands alone in glory blazing. 
 Let us, if we dare to speak, 
 join the saints and angels praising: 
 Alleluia! 
 
2 Trembling at his feet we saw 
 Moses and Elijah speaking. 
 All the Prophets and the Law 
 shout through them their joyful greeting: 
 Alleluia! 
 
3 Swift the cloud of glory came, 
 God, proclaiming in its thunder, 
 Jesus as the Son by name! 
 Nations, cry aloud in wonder: 
 Alleluia! 
 
4 Jesus is the chosen One, 
 living hope of every nation, 
 hear and heed him, everyone; 
 sing, with earth and all creation, 
 Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer E 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 



which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with [N and] all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Le us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
INVITATION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant distributes communion. 
 



ANTHEM 
Let thy merciful ears, O Lord 
Thomas Mudd (1619-1667) 
 
HYMN 459 
 
1 O food to pilgrims given, 
 O bread of life from heaven, 
 O manna from on high! 
 We hunger; Lord, supply us, 
 nor thy delights deny us, 
 whose hearts to thee draw nigh. 
 
2 O stream of love past telling, 
 O purest fountain, welling 
 from out the Saviour’s side! 
 We faint with thirst; revive us, 
 of thine abundance give us, 
 and all we need provide. 
 
3 O Jesus, by thee bidden, 
 we here adore thee, hidden 
 in forms of bread and wine. 
 Grant, when the veil is riven, 
 we may behold, in heaven, 
 thy countenance divine. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
Holy God, 
we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: 
may we who are partakers at his table 
reflect his life in word and deed, 
that all the world may know his power to change and save. 
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The celebrant may use a seasonal blessing, or another suitable blessing: 
 
…and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 691 (TUNE I) 
 
1 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
 does his successive journeys run; 
 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
2 People and realms of every tongue 
 dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
 and infant voices shall proclaim 
 their early blessings on his name. 
 
3 Blessings abound where’er he reigns: 
 the prisoner leaps to lose his chains; 
 the weary find eternal rest, 
 and all the sons of want are blest. 
 
4 To him shall endless prayer be made, 
 and praises throng to crown his head; 
 his name like incense shall arise 
 with every morning sacrifice. 
 
 



5 Let every creature rise and bring 
 peculiar honours to our King; 
 angels descend with songs again, 
 and earth repeat the loud Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common Worship (London: 
Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: 
Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV 
translation of The Holy Bible. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We are taking a collection during all of the services in the church building through the 
offering plate and through a tap and pay card reading system at the back of the church. 
PayPal and standing orders are also possible through our website or by contacting the 
church Treasurer. More information is available on our website. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them. 


