ORGAN PRELUDE
Chorale Prelude on “In dulci jubilo”
Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)
ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY
Please remain seated for the first verse, which will be sung by the choir.

THE SERVICE OF

NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS

Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven,
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor, and mean, and lowly,
lived on earth our Saviour holy.
And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love,
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.
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Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God’s right hand on high;
where, like stars, his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.

BIDDING PRAYER
Remain standing.
Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to prepare
ourselves to hear again the message of the angels: in heart and mind to go
even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and with the
Magi adore the Child lying in his Mother’s arms. Let us read and mark in
Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of
our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this Holy
Child; and let us make glad this church with our carols of praise: But first let
us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and goodwill over all
the earth; for unity and fellowship within the Church he came to build, the
nations of the world and the City of Vienna: And let us at this time remember
in his name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the
oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and them that mourn; the lonely
and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all who know not the
loving kindness of God. Lastly let us remember before God all those who
rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude
which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and
with whom we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us
humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself
hath taught us:
Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.
The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of
everlasting life: and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King
of Angels bring us all.
Amen.
CHOIR
Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabel.
traditional 17th century French
Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella
Bring a torch, come swiftly and run

Christ is born, tell the folk of the village
Jesus is sleeping in His cradle
Ah, ah, beautiful is the Mother
Ah, ah, beautiful is her Child.
It is wrong when the Child is sleeping
It is wrong to talk so loud
Silence all, as you gather around
Lest your noise should waken Jesus
Hush! hush! see how fast He slumbers
Hush! hush! see how fast He sleeps.
Hasten now, good folk of the village
Hasten now, the Christ-Child to see
You will find him asleep in the manger
Quietly come and whisper softly
Hush, hush, peacefully now He slumbers
Hush, hush, peacefully now He sleeps.
Softly now unto the stable,
Softly for a moment come!
Look and see how charming is Jesus,
Look at him there, His cheeks are rosy!
Hush! Hush! see how the Child is sleeping;
Hush! Hush! see how he smiles in dreams!
FIRST LESSON (Genesis 3:8-15)
God tells Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will
bruise the serpent’s head.
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool
of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to
the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound
of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid
myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman
whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”
Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.” The LORD God said
to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all cattle,
and above all wild animals; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall
eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you
shall bruise his heel.”

ORGAN INTERLUDE
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory o’er the grave. [REFRAIN]

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt
in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. Thou hast multiplied
the nation, thou hast increased its joy; they rejoice before thee as with joy at
the harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his
burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou hast
broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in
battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for
the fire. … For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government
will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called “Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Of the
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, upon the
throne of David, and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and for evermore. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. [REFRAIN]

CHOIR
In the Bleak Midwinter
Music: G.T. Holst (1874-1934)
Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1934)

SECOND LESSON (Genesis 22:15-18)
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the
earth be blessed.

FOURTH LESSON (Isaiah 11:1-9)
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second
time, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing
I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall
possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

THIRD LESSON (Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7)
The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow out of his roots. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit
of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear
of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his
ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall smite the earth with the rod of
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist, and faithfulness the girdle of

his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down
with the kid, and the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little
child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall feed; their young shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The sucking child
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand
on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover
the sea.

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered. And
she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

REFLECTION/POEM

ORGAN INTERLUDE
Elevation sur le Noel: “Or vous dites Marie”
Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911)

FIFTH LESSON (Isaiah 60:1-6, 16)
The coming of the glory of the Lord.

SEVENTH LESSON (Luke 2:8-16)
The shepherds go to the manger.

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen
upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the
peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon
you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your
rising. Lift up your eyes round about, and see; they all gather together, they
come to you; your sons shall come from far, and your daughters shall be
carried in the arms. Then you shall see and be radiant, your heart shall thrill
and rejoice; because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the
wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover
you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise
of the LORD. … You shall suck the milk of nations, you shall suck the breast
of kings; and you shall know that I, the LORD, am your Saviour and your
Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the
angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a
great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for
you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among men with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away
from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made
known to us.” And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and
the babe lying in a manger.

CHOIR
Coventry Carol
traditional 15th century

During the following carol, the candles will be lit.

SIXTH LESSON (Luke 2:1-7)
Saint Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be enrolled. This was the first enrolment, when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And

INSTRUMENTAL
Maria durch den Dornwald
Joan Avery and Noah Widmandjaja

EIGHTH LESSON (Matthew 2:1-11)
The Magi are led by the star to Jesus.
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, magi from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he
who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East,
and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the
prophet: `And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern
my people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and
ascertained from them what time the star appeared; and he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you
have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”
When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which
they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
A TIME OF CORPORATE SILENCE AND PRAYER
Please stand for the ninth lesson.
NINTH LESSON (John 1:1-14)
Saint John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through
him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was
life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness
to the light. The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the

world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people
received him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR
It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
‘Through all the earth, goodwill and peace,
from heaven's all-gracious king!’
The world in solemn stillness lay,
to hear the angels sing.
With sorrow brought by sin and strife
the world has suffered long
and, since the angels sang, have passed
two thousand years of wrong:
the nations, still at war, hear not
the love-song which they bring:
O hush the noise and cease the strife,
to hear the angels sing!
And still the days are hastening on,
by prophets seen of old –
towards the fulness of the time
when comes the age foretold:
then earth and heaven renewed shall see
the prince of peace, their king;
and all the world repeat the song
which now the angels sing.

PRAYER AND BLESSING
Please kneel.
O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy
only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our
redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come
to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, world without end.
Amen.
May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you always.
Amen.
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
Hark! the herald angels sing:
‘Glory to the new-born King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!’
Joyful, all ye nations rise!
Join the triumph of the skies!
With the angelic host proclaim:
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem!’
Hark! the herald angels sing:
‘Glory to the new-born King!’
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord:
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell:
Jesus, our Emmanuel!

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
ORGAN POSTLUDE
Noel pour Orgue: “Il est un petit L’Ange”
Claude Balbastre (1724-1799)

The people, Council, Churchwardens, and Clergy of Christ Church
wish you and yours a blessed Christmastide.

Organist
Choir Director
Chaplain
Honorary Assistant Clergy

Andrew Couse
Joan Avery
Patrick Curran
Mike Waltner, Robert Kinney

Christmas and New Year services at Christ Church, Vienna are as follows:
24 December
25 December
26 December
29 December
31 December

The Blessing of the Crib (4pm)
Midnight Mass (10.45pm)
Holy Communion (9am)
Sung Eucharist with Carols (10.30am)
Holy Communion (9am)
Sung Eucharist (10.30am)
Holy Communion (9.30am)
New Year’s Eve (4.30pm)

TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Since the beginning of the pandemic (first Austrian lockdown on 17 March
2020), we have not been taking a collection during the services in the church
building. We ask those of you who would otherwise make your donations to
Christ Church to consider setting up regular standing orders or some other
electronic means of contributing. More information is available on our website.
Visitors may like to avail themselves of the PayPal function on our website.
Your contributions make a difference and we are thankful for them.

History of the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols was first held in Cambridge on
Christmas Eve 1918. It was planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of
thirty-four had just been appointed Dean of King’s College, Cambridge, after
experience as an army chaplain which had convinced him that the Church
of England needed more imaginative worship. A revision of the Order of
Service was made in 1919, involving a rearrangement of the lessons, and
from that date the service has always begun with the hymn Once in Royal
David’s City.

