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Salesianergasse 20 
1030 Vienna 
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org. Go to page entitled 
“Serve” and click on 
“Church Shop”.

Th
e 

op
in

io
ns

 e
xp

re
ss

ed
 in

 t
hi

s 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
ar

e 
th

os
e 

of
 t

he
 in

di
vi

du
al

 a
ut

ho
rs

 a
nd

 
sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

be
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
as

 c
ar

ry
in

g 
th

e 
en

do
rs

em
en

t o
f C

hr
is

t C
hu

rc
h,

 
its

 o
ffi

ce
rs

 o
r t

he
 E

di
to

r.

The piper is a regular feature of the Christ Church 
Advent Bazaar. Photo by Robert Reuss.
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Judy

EDITORIAL

At the beginning of a new decade and in particular a year associated with clarity of 
vision (20-20), it is not surprising for one to look back as well as forwards. Both 
the Chaplain in his lead article and I in a reflection on childhood in the 1920s 

and today, refer to people who have attained—or are about to reach—their centenary. 
Memory and clear sight, both ocular and intellectual, is an inestimable blessing. We are 
privileged in our own community to count people who served in the military in the Sec-
ond World War (see p 7) and who can, through their own vivid memories, transport us 
back to the first half of the nineteenth century. The older members of our congregation 
are a joy and treasure that we should never take for granted.

With the breathtaking advances in technology we have witnessed over recent years, it 
is impossible to predict what the twenty-twenties will have in store for us. Further break-
throughs in medical science will doubtless raise uncharted ethical questions. Migra-
tion will change the face—both literally and figuratively—of many nations, the balance of 
religions may shift and traditional values may have to be re-examined. Climate change 
can no longer be ignored, even by the least responsible among us. The divide between 
the haves and have-nots continues to widen, although I pray that more and more people 
the world over will develop the social conscience necessary to address disparities of 
income, health care, education and inclusiveness. Gender identity is an issue that is 
equally perplexing for those questioning theirs as it is for outsiders.

Christ Church itself is likely to witness many changes over the coming decade. I am look-
ing forward to seeing fresh faces step up to accept some of the responsibilities and com-
mitments that have, up to now, fallen on a small body of faithful stalwarts. The Chaplain, 
the curates, the churchwardens and the Church Council will certainly have some ideas 
on new directions for our church, new initiatives and new ways to support the world 
around us.  May God give us wisdom, an open mind and a ready heart to accept what 
this exciting decade has to offer. 
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From the 
Desk of the 
Chaplain, 
the Revd. 
Canon  
Patrick 
Curran

At the beginning 
of the year our 
grandson turns 

one and in March my 
mother turns 100. Deo 
volente! God willing! As 
I write these words I am 
immediately reminded 
of some words “all time 
belongs to God and all 
the ages”. The words are 
taken from the prayer 
over the Paschal Candle, 
the Easter candle, lit and 
blessed at the Easter Vigil 
and then carried into the 
darkened church, where 
it illuminates our little 
church… And the darkness 
did not overcome the light, 
the light that enlightens 
every person. (John 1.5)

Ninety-nine years separate 
these two persons lovingly 
made from one another. 
Our grandson will only 
know my mother as an old 
woman and she will most 
likely only ever know him 
as a toddler or child. Of 
course I know my mother 
as my mother, but also as 
a businesswoman, who 
successfully purchased a 
pharmacy at the age of 50 
and practised her profes-
sion as a pharmacist until 
her retirement. 

Many years ago I was 
struck by a short piece 

about how little we in truth 
know about each other. I 
would add, can we place 
or interpret the little we 
know about one another 
correctly? The piece en-
couraged the reader not 
to judge, because most 
of the time we are only 
looking on the surface of a 
person. For example we do 
not know what tragedies 
people have had to stem, 
many of our contemporar-
ies living in slums, refugee 
camps, care homes etc 
against the odds. Jesus’ 
advice is sound: Do not 
judge, so that you may not 
be judged! (Matthew 7.1-3)

Recently I came across a 
book review informing the 
reader in passing (one of 
those general statements 
that everyone supposedly 
agrees with) that to have 
a perspective on life that 
consciously embraces the 
reality of eternal life or of 
everlasting life definitely 
diminished how people 
live their lives in the pre-
sent. In other words, if you 
want to be enlightened, 
you should dispose of this 
perspective.

Over the last two days it 
has been my privilege to 
read two stories from the 
Gospel according to Luke, 
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one at a service and the 
other at a concert, con-
cerning the birth of John 
the Baptist and the birth 
of Jesus. Both contain a 
beautiful message, “Do 
not be afraid!”. Both are 
characterised by encoun-
ters that we can open 
ourselves to or firmly keep 
shut.

Those who know my style 
will not be surprised by 
what follows. I would ask 
you to consider what this 
message means to you at 
the beginning of 2020. Do 
not be afraid! Innehalten! 
Pause! Be still! What are 
you afraid of? How can 
the message of the angels 
“Do not be afraid!” have 
meaning for you today? 
Through the Gospel mes-
sage I have a strong sense 
that God wants to help 
us to stand up and walk 
in the midst of life. I have 
little sense of God wanting 
to put us down, but a real 
sense that God wants us 

to take hold of life in its 
variety and its fullness. I 
also have a sense that the 
eternal perspective is a 
liberating one, liberating 
us from the fear of death, 
while placing our lives in 
a larger framework. This 
is beautiful. It is nothing 
to be ashamed of, but 
rather something to share. 
The psalmist can already 
write in his day, what are 
human beings that you are 
mindful of them, mortals 
that you care for them? 
(Psalm 8.4). These words 
resonate with Christians in 
every generation.  

At this year’s wonderful 
Kids’ Church nativity play 
I was especially taken by 
the chorus of angels—a 
very lively bunch con-
trasting markedly with 
the more orderly imagin-
ings of the High Middle 
Ages. The stars for some 
seemed to turn into what 
a less pious observer than 
me could have taken for 

wands. Surely not!  During 
the Kids’ Church nativity 
we looked again at the 
meaning of Jesus’ name. 
It is not by chance that he 
is called Jesus, Saviour, 
the one who saves. And 
the question I asked was, 
and I saw a person con-
sider this question as they 
bunched up their face, 
What do we need rescuing 
from and what do we need 
saving from.

I failed to ask what does 
Jesus save us to? Contem-
porary clinical psycholo-
gists tell numerous stories 
of how their message has 
helped men and women 
put their lives in order so 
that they can thrive. Jesus 
rescues. Jesus saves. 
Healing is on offer. I am 
always moved by those 
stories where people suf-
fering from addiction (it 
comes in many forms) are 
freed from their addiction 
by putting their trust in 
Jesus, who saves.     
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The funeral of Franz Graf-Edwards took place at the Fried-
hof Jedlesee, 1210 Wien, on 7 November.

The funeral of Philip Beckley took place at the Baumgartner 
Friedhof, 1140 Wien, on 5 December.

The blessing of the wedding of Christiana Ogunfojuri and 
Markus Krivan took place on 9 November at Christ Church.

The blessing of the wedding of Virginia Ottolina and Martin 
Luciano Caballero took place on 30 November at Christ 
Church.

Charlie Joseph Baumgartner was baptised on 1 November 
at Christ Church.

Thomas Meinl, Daniel Scarlat and Thomas Scarlat were 
admitted to Holy Communion on 17 November at Christ 
Church.

From the Church Registers

The biblical words cited 
above “Do not be afraid” 
and the meaning of Jesus’ 
name come alive in us in 
an immediate and exis-
tential manner when we 
understand that they are 
being spoken to us today 
(living words that are part 
of a living tradition) mean-
ing they have relevance 
for our lives. We are being 

carried. They are powerful 
words and they are ac-
companied by God’s grace 
working in us, and are 
empowered by the work of 
the Holy Spirit in us. There 
is another dimension that 
Jesus overcomes namely 
that of sin and death, 
which “flee away when 
he comes to reign” in us, 
opening to us the pos-

sibility of full lives in the 
present. May our lives be 
characterised by an open-
ness to be met by God’s 
biblical words in the midst 
of our lives, while knowing 
our lives to be within God, 
to whom all time and all 
the ages belong. 
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Once again, Remembrance Sun-
day on 10 November 2019 was 
marked at Christ Church Vienna 

with dignity, respect and gratitude for 
all those who gave their lives in the 
service of their countries. Betty Gruber, 
who served during the Second World 
War in the British Auxiliary Territorial 
Army, read the moving words of remem-
brance from Lawrence Binyon’s iconic 
poem, For the Fallen—particularly 
poignant when read by a nonagenarian: 
  
“They shall grow not old, as we that are 
left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years 
condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the 
morning 
We will remember them.”
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During August I was 
fortunate to take part 
in a pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land, and to see 
again the places associated 
with the life of Jesus Christ. 
Nazareth, where Jesus grew 
up, is now a sprawling Arab 
town but in the first century 
was only a village of some 
500 people.

Capernaum and places 
around Lake Galilee have 
retained their peacefulness 
and beauty across the cen-
turies. And Bethlehem now 
houses the large Church 
of the Nativity built by 
Constantine, a bewildering 
array of gift shops and the 
terrible and much graffitied 
wall that separates Pales-
tinians from Jews.

To visit these sites is to be 
reminded that Jesus was 
born in a physical place 
and time. His parents had 
to travel from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem to register in a 
Roman census. The Beth-
lehem ‘inn’ described by 
St. Luke would have been a 
large room in which visitors 
would have unrolled their 
sleeping mats.

Despite St. Luke’s com-
ments, the room at the 
inn would be unlikely to 
have been completely 
full, as you could always 

squeeze in another body. 
But a crowded hostel floor 
was no place for a young 
woman about to give birth. 
So it seems the inn-
keeper—far from being the 
grumpy character that he 
has become in our infant 
nativities—found Mary 
somewhere more decent, 
in all likelihood his own 
family’s cave. Caves made 
good homes, as they kept 
cool in the summer and rel-
atively warm in the winter. 
At the Church of the Nativ-
ity you can visit the cave 
where, by tradition, the 
birth took place. It appears 
that Mary gave birth in the 
relative privacy of the part 
of the cave allocated to the 
animals. Luke tells us that 
Mary placed her newborn 
baby in a manger. The 
only ancient Near Eastern 
manger I have seen was 
used both as a reservoir for 
water as well as a being a 
feeding trough. And it was 
made of stone.

Attending to the details 
of Mary’s circumstances 
perhaps helps us to ponder 
again the earthy reality of 
the Saviour’s birth. Jesus 
was born in a cave, sur-
rounded by animals, and 
the newborn baby was laid 
in an elevated stone basin 
intended for the nourish-
ment of the animals. St. 

The 
Christmas 
and New 
Year 
message of 
the Right 
Reverend 
Dr Robert 
Innes, 
Bishop of 
Gibraltar in 
Europe 
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John reflects that ‘the Word 
became flesh, and dwelt 
among us, full of grace and 
truth’. The divine Word is 
enfleshed, puts on human-
ity, in an utterly physical 
and natural manner.

Yet this baby embodies the 
logos, the Word of God. The 
divine Word takes flesh. 
The invisible, transcendent 
second person of the di-
vine Trinity speaks into our 
human existence. God’s 
speech is known in the 
life of this human person, 
and if we want to know 
how God speaks we are 
directed to Jesus. There is 
an integrity between the 
life and actions of Jesus 
and the word and will of 
the eternal God. This birth 
is an extraordinary divine 
‘speech-event’. In our own 
day, speech and commu-
nication are as powerful 
as they ever were. Words 
are usedto influence and 
persuade, to heal or to 
harm, to encourage or un-
dermine, to nurture hope 
orgenerate fear. With the 
internet and social media 
the whole world now feels 
like one global speech 
community with a myriad of 
voices vying for attention, 
prominence and influence. 
What is so frequently 
lacking is a consonance 
between what is spoken 

and the physicality of real 
people. Disembodied voices 
with anonymous names or 
email addresses offer com-
ment without responsibility. 
And public figures whose 
image has been created by 
marketing consultants de-
liver messages massaged 
by spin doctors that seem 
unconnected with their 
own personal histories. 
As a result we experience 
ourselves caught up in 
powerful communications 
networks where we can’t 
easily distinguish truth from 
lies and struggle to find 
firm foundations for trust in 
what we are hearing.

Words are precious, and 
powerful—sacred even, if 
we trace them back to the 
divine Word. The event 
of Christmas invites us to 
model our lives and our 
speech on the grace and 
truth of Jesus Christ, rather 
than be fashioned by the 
powerful networks of dis-
course swirling around us.

Addressing Christians at 
Ephesus, the second cen-
tury Father of the Church 
Ignatius wrote: “Pray 
without ceasing on behalf 
of other people. For there 
is in them hope of repent-
ance that they may attain 
to God. See, then, that 
they be instructed by your 

works, if in no other way. 
Be meek in response to 
their wrath, humble in op-
position to their boasting; 
in contrast to their error be 
steadfast in the faith, and 
for their cruelty manifest 
your gentleness. While we 
take care not to imitate 
their conduct, let us be 
found their brethren in all 
kindness.” Faithfulness or 
trustworthiness, humility, 
gentleness and kindness 
remain the hallmarks of 
Christ-like communication.

So amongst all the Christ-
mas gifts, we prepare to 
celebrate the supreme 
gift—God’s greatest ever 
gift to the world. It is the 
gift of a person full of grace 
—of loveliness, goodness, 
graciousness. And this is a 
gift, a person, full of truth 
—reality, integrity, trustwor-
thiness. In fragile flesh he 
comes and dwells, being 
born in a cave amongst the 
animals, laid in a manger.
God who is outside space 
and time speaks into hu-
man reality to transform it 
from within.

I hope that during 2020, 
whatever the year ahead 
brings, God will irradiate 
your lives with his presence 
and his peace.

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe
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Arguably 
the 
world 

has seen greater 
changes over the 
past 100 years 
than in any other 
time in history. 
The symmetrically pleas-
ing number 2020 will, for 
most of us, be the only 
year of our lifetime with a 
double digit. How has life 
changed since the last 
double digit year, 1919? 

Since I do not have the 
privilege of knowing some-
one who recalls the dec-
ade of the 1920s as an 
adult, I can only focus on 
early childhood memories. 
What was it like to be a 
child growing up in Vienna 
the 1920s compared to a 
child of this new decade? 
I asked my friend Peter 
(name changed for the 
sake of anonymity), who 
was born in April 1919, 
just what things were like 
in the first decade of his 
life. Inevitably, early child-
hood memories do not en-
compass the state of the 
global economy or national 
and international politics, 

but I was struck by Peter’s 
response to my question 
about his first significant 
memory: “I clearly recall 
the death of Lenin”, he 
tells me. “My grandmother 
and I were in a long pro-
cession of people walking 
slowly past the open coffin 
to pay their respects. 
Lenin was wearing a grey 
suit and black tie. A brass 
band was playing music 
behind him and I can still 
hum that tune today. I was 
not yet five”. Two months 
later he moved to Austria 
where he quickly learned 
German. 

For a reason unknown or 
long forgotten, his parents 
enrolled him in a girls’ 
primary school in the first 
district called Pensionat 
Stern, where he was in a 
class of 20 girls and four 
boys. School was from 
8.00 to 16.00 and pupils 
were taught table manners 
at lunch. 

My granddaughter, Angeli-
na—90 years younger than 
Peter—also had lunch at 
primary school, but I don’t 
believe there was any seri-
ous attempt to teach table 
manners! Peter wore short 
trousers throughout his 
school years, while today’s 
primary school children 

At the start 
of a new 
decade, 
the Editor 
takes a 
look at 
what it was 
like to be 
a child in 
the 1920s 
compared 
to life as a 
child today 
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can give free rein to 
their imagination when it 
comes to dressing. Peter’s 
favourite dish was gulasch 
whereas Angelina has 
been a vegetarian since 
the age of seven. She 
particularly likes Japanese 
food, but also enjoys a 
Germknödel!

From an early age, Peter 
loved music and, once 
heard, could pick out 
the  melody on the piano, 
encouraging his parents 
to give him piano les-
sons. The family had a 
gramophone at home 
with a number of scratchy 
records, most of them 
classical music, but also 
some American jazz. Peter 
recalls listening to Yes Sir! 
That’s my baby! and Black 
Bottom Stomp as well as 
Beethoven and Schubert. 
Angelina learned the piano 
for a few years but her 
dedication to practice did 
not match her enthusiasm. 
She listens to her favour-
ite music on Apple Music 
or Spotify. Her favourite 
singers are Ariana Grande, 
Camila Cabello, Katy Perry 
and Ed Sheeran.

I asked Peter how he spent 
his time outside school as 
a child, in the absence of 
television, computers and 

social media. “I was part 
of a Jewish boy scouts’ 
group and we often went 
to the Vienna Woods 
where we camped until it 
was dark, learned to sew 
on buttons, cooked corn 
on the cob and sang. I 
spent most of my free time 
with the group.” Angelina 
spends much of her free 
time in triathlon training 
with her club, going on 
family outings or “chilling” 
with friends.

I asked Peter and Angelina 
about their favourite toys. 
Peter recalls that his 
parents helped overcome 
his reluctance to undergo 
an adenoid operation by 

promising him a new toy of 
his choice. He selected a 
puppet theatre and spent 
many happy hours with 
his friends performing 
plays that he had written 
himself. He recalls his 
difficulty in convincing his 
friends that not everyone 
could be on stage the 
whole time! Ten-year old 
Angelina’s favourite toys 
include a make-your-own 
hydrolic robot and Slime.

As a small child, Peter 
was (and remains today) 
an avid reader. On his 
seventh birthday, he 
received an adventure 
book by Karl May who 
soon became one of his 

“Peter”, aged ten, with friends and family
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favourite authors. He also 
enjoyed the books of Jules 
Verne never imagining 
that many of that visionary 
author’s prophesies would 
be realised later in the 
century. Peter read every 
book he came across and 
admits that when he was 
ten he could quote from 
Nietzsche and Schopen-
hauer without understand-
ing a word he was talking 
about. Not surprisingly, 
Angelina’s favourite books 
feature Harry Potter and 
Percy Jackson and I do not 
imagine she has heard of 
Arthur Schopenhauer.

Peter read his parents’ 
newspapers or occasion-
ally listened to news on 
the wireless. He recalls 
that one could buy foreign 

newspapers (belatedly and 
at a high cost) on the cor-
ner of the Kärtnerstraße 
and Ringstraße. Angelina 
learns what is going on 
from her phone but has a 
wide variety of internation-
al media at her fingertips—
notably YouTube. 

Peter remembers the tel-
ephone his family shared 
with three other parties, 
but the actual phone was 
mounted too high on the 
wall for him to reach, even 
if a line were available. 
While Angelina follows 
closely environmental pro-
tection issues, Peter’s only 
awareness in the 1920s 
was what he learned at 
Boy Scouts on how to clear 
up after a picnic in the 
woods.

Peter received a schil-
ling and a half as pocket 
money and would buy two 
comics—one, he recalls, 
was named Papagei—as 
well as a ticket to the 
cinema. The cheapest 
seats in the Schubert Kino 
on the Währingerstraße 
were in the first to third 
rows. During the interval, 
while the reels were being 
changed, Peter and his 
friends would spend the 
rest of their pocket money 
on chocolates and drinks 
sold by vendors in the 
aisle. The films were silent, 
often accompanied by a 
piano player. His favour-
ite films were westerns 
starring Tom Mix. Angelina 
only goes to the cinema 
about three times a year 
but recently enjoyed Fro-
zen 2. The cost of cinema 
tickets today exceeds 
most ten-year old’s pocket 
money.

Without the benefit of 
today’s vaccines, Peter 
contracted all children’s 
diseases by the age of 
10, whereas Angelina 
was spared most of them. 
Flu was a major cause 
of childhood (and adult) 
death in 1920, with the 
Spanish flu pandemic kill-
ing between 50 and 100 
million people across the 
globe.

Young people enjoying time in the Vienna Woods in 1920

ð
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Peter’s mother had no 
labour-saving devices in 
the flat, but was assisted 
by Frau Gela who washed 
and cleaned by hand. The 
family lived in an apart-
ment in Vienna’s ninth dis-
trict. Peter clearly recalls 
his neighbours, in particu-
lar the grocer whose shop 
was on the ground floor 
and who would give him 
endless supplies of bottled 
chocolate milk. Peter only 
discovered later that his 
father would settle the bill 
at the end of each month! 

The family did not own a 
car, but used taxis to travel 
around Vienna. Peter him-
self took the tram and can 
still recall the numbers ... 
tram 37 from Schottentor 
to the Hohe Warte, tram 
38 to Grinzing. The family 
took holidays at the Hotel 
Panhans on the Semmer-
ing or elsewhere in Austria.

Religious studies were 
compulsory at school for 
Peter and his fellow pupils. 
Although he has been a 
lifelong agnostic, Peter 
can discuss the Bible, the 
Talmud and the Koran 
with the best of scholars. 
Nowadays, religious stud-
ies are not mandatory in 
school.

While the funeral of Lenin 
was an abiding memory 
from Peter’s early life, I 
asked Angelina about a 
significant event in her 
own life. She remembers 
going to the refugee camp 
in Traiskirchen as a five 
year old with her mother 
and brothers, purchasing 
the entire supply of ice 
lollies from a local Billa 
and distributing them to 
children in the camp. One 
child had a sore throat and 
his mother did not want 
him to eat anything cold. 

Angelina and her mother 
bought a tub of raspber-
rries to the delight of both 
the child and his mother. 
They had a car-load of 
clothes for children, 
and Angelina recalls an 
enthusiastic but mistaken 
Austrian helper holding up 
a pair of jeans and sug-
gesting that Angelina try 
them on!

While the world around 
them was dramatically 
different, it would appear 
that a child’s life one 
hundred years ago has 
not changed as much as 
I would have imagined. 
Family, friendship, a lively 
imagination and unlimited 
learning opportunities ap-
pear to define the magic of 
childhood rather than the 
most sophisticated inven-
tions of adults. For this I 
thank God! 

Postscript: “Peter” continued his schooling in Vienna until his Matura. In Decem-
ber 1937 he left Austria for Argentina, where his widowed mother joined him, go-
ing on to study chemical engineering. After a career in the United States (where he 
learned English) and in Israel, he accepted a post with an international organization 
in Vienna until his retirement. Widowed eight years ago, he continues to live in the 
apartment he shared with his wife, supported by a carer. Recently he admitted that 
it was difficult to walk to the bank, so he had taken up Internet banking. He corre-
sponds with friends and family members by email and makes good use of the Inter-
net. He enjoys a good discussion—and argument—on a range of topics and has an 
inquisitive and lively mind that would be the envy of anyone half his age!
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How do 
citizens 
of liberal, 

democratic 
countries talk 
with one another 
about how we 
govern ourselves 
and how we 
manage our 
differences? This 
has become a 
thorny subject of 
late. 
Legally-enforced speech 
codes, disruption of events 
featuring controversial 
speakers, virulent criticism 
by “thought police”, and 
pressures on public figures 
to exercise self-censorship 
are manifestations of 
how difficult it is becom-
ing in some places to air 
opinions about sensitive 
subjects in an open forum 
for discussion. What ac-
counts for the rise of new 
patterns of intolerance 
that are threatening the 
civic culture of democracy 
and undermining the res 
publica (i.e., conduct of 
public affairs)?

The Rise of Social Media: 
At the beginning of the 
Internet Age, optimists 
thought social media 
would bring forth a new 
age of connectedness, 
enabling us as never be-
fore to reach out to people 
anywhere and everywhere. 
Doing so, we would dis-
cover how much we have 
in common in “the fam-
ily of man,” to use an old 
cliché. It would strengthen 
the bonds that unite us. 
Sometimes it does so. 
Living far away from my 
own beloved country, I can 
attest personally to the 
nourishing value of e-mail, 
video linkages, and easy-
access telephony to keep 
me connected in real time 
with loved ones, friends, 
colleagues, acquaintances 
and news of interest to 
me. 

However, the Internet, like 
most human inventions, 
is a two-edged sword. Its 
misuse may be leaving civ-
il society cut and bleeding. 
New York Times column-
ist David Brooks blames 
much of it on passionately 
opinionated people finding 
an echo chamber for their 
views on social media:

“Sometimes your online 
post can go viral and 

Mike 
Stevens 
looks at 
the topic of 
citizenship 
in the age 
of the 
Internet
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get massively admired 
or ridiculed, while other 
times your post can leave 
you alone and completely 
ignored. Communication 
itself, once mostly col-
laborative, is now often 
competitive, with bids for 
affection and attention. 
It is also more manipula-
tive—gestures designed 
to generate a response…. 
The Internet has become 
a place where people 
communicate out of their 
competitive ego: I’m more 
fabulous than you (a lot of 
Instagram). You’re dumber 
than me (much of Twitter). 
It’s not a place where peo-
ple share from their hearts 
and souls.”

Add to that the ability 
easily to navigate through 
cyberspace screening out 
exposure to any perspec-
tive other than one’s own. 
It makes for a “perfect 
storm” striking with fury 
the traditional civic culture 
that sustains free socie-
ties. 

The anonymity of par-
ticipants is especially 
troubling. It breeds reck-
lessness; many of those 
posting outrageous or 
insulting comments would 
likely shrink from doing 
so face-to-face with the 

person who is the object 
of their comments or in a 
community gathering. The 
Internet gives the satis-
faction of self-expression 
without accountability 
to anyone. I’m reminded 
of the fictional character 
Walter Mitty, created by 
the twentieth-century 
American humorist James 
Thurber. Mitty is a timid, 
mild-mannered man who 
fantasises incessantly 
about make-believe situa-
tions in which he wins ac-
claim as a hero. Everybody 
on Instagram or Twitter 
can pretend to be fearless 
and pay no price for it. 

We cannot un-invent the 
Internet, nor should we 
want to, given all the ben-
efits it brings to human-
kind. As we adapt to new 
technologies, society will 

gradually figure out how to 
minimize its unwholesome 
effects. While we are col-
lectively going through the 
learning curve, however, 
the damage to our civic 
culture must be contained. 

Healing the Wounds: 
Tolerance and mutual 
respect are the oil in the 
machinery of open, demo-
cratic, liberal society. How 
do we protect these essen-
tial qualities? In the face 
of the hyper-individualism 
enabled by social media, 
I think there’s a valuable 
role that Christians can 
play in helping our socie-
ties address the political 
and cultural polarization 
that has been occurring.

Every civilization has an 
underlying ethos. Ours 
in the Western world 

ð
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is Judeo-Christian. Its 
understanding of humans 
created imago Dei (in 
the likeness of God) has 
shaped our belief in the 
worth of every person, the 
development of human 
rights concepts and limits 
on the power of the state. 
Brooks (who is actually a 
Jewish agnostic) puts it 
well: “It is the belief that 
our souls make us all 
radically equal. Our brains 
and bodies are not equal, 
but our souls are. It is the 
belief that the person who 
is infuriating you most 
right now still has a soul 
and so is still, deep down, 
beautiful and redeem-
able. It is the belief that 
when all is said and done 
all souls have a common 

home together, a final 
resting place as pieces of 
a larger unity.”

The British philosopher 
Roger Scruton spotlights 
the gift that he or any 
Christian can bring to 
public discourse: “It is 
by seeing our world in 
Christian terms that I have 
been able to accept the 
changes that have shaken 
it …Those who confess, 
sacrifice their pride, while 
those who forgive, sacrifice 
their resentment … Con-
fession and forgiveness 
are the habits that make 
our civilization possible.”

Responsible Citizenship: 
Peter Wehner is an Ameri-
can political commentator 

who sees responsible citi-
zenship through Christian 
eyes. He has written, “We 
can be healing agents in 
our communities and live 
lives of integrity, kindness 
and decency. We can 
listen well and carefully to 
those we disagree with, 
and do our part to turn 
the temperature down 
rather than up in politics 
... Civility is central to 
citizenship. When civility is 
stripped away, everything 
in life becomes a battle-
field, an arena for conflict, 
an excuse for invective. 
Families, communities, 
our conversations and 
our institutions break 
apart when basic civility is 
absent.”

Wehner adds that we 
should honour democratic 
values such as civility “not 
only because they make 
our system function but 
also because they make 
our system noble.” 

Understand that I am not 
advocating muffling public 
debate or even papering 
over the sharpness of dif-
ferences that people may 
bring to issues of public 
policy or fundamental 
principles of governance. 
A liberal and democratic 
society requires a certain 

ð
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level of (polite) conflict 
and the acceptance 
that we will never all see 
things alike. Indeed, on 
a personal level, my cor-
respondence (largely via 
e-mail) with a spectrum 
of old friends who stand 
politically to the left and 
right of me is vigorous 
enough in these troubled 
times to put to the test our 
patience with one another. 

It is hard. They and I per-
sist because we value our 
shared past and know that 
we must remain within 
the bounds of civility even 
when most strongly in 
disagreement with one 
another. (May God give me 
the grace to continue to 
stay within those bounds!) 

Democratic Norms and 
Christian Ones: On the 
level of the state, we rely 
on procedural democracy 
as a substitute for violence 
and arbitrary governance. 
It’s how we ensure a 
minimum of accountability 
in government. If we don’t 
like how our lawmakers 
are behaving, we can vote 
them out and choose 
new ones. In a survey of 
angry street protests and 
disruptive acts across the 
free world, The Econo-
mist magazine recently 

reminded its readers that 
there is “a bargain at the 
heart of Western-style 
democracy—that losers 
… will accept rule by the 
winners until the next 
election.” That seems to 
me indispensable, if not 
sufficient in itself. 

An American psycholo-
gist, Pamela Paresky, has 
written about what she 
calls the “apocalyptic” 
approach that increasingly 
typifies politics in some 
of our countries. “It is an 
apocalyptic view, not a 
liberal one, that rejects re-
demption and forgiveness 
in favour of condemnation 
and excommunication. It 
is an apocalyptic perspec-
tive, not a liberal one, 
that sees the world as 
needing to be destroyed 
and replaced rather than 
improved and perfected.”

 In contrast, I think that 
we Christians need to 
help create an expecta-
tion that opinion makers 
and political actors will 
approach decision-making 
with at least some humility 
rather than absolute cer-
tainty, and to use public 
discourse to enlighten 
us about what’s at stake 
without resort to “straw-
man” distortions of their 

opponents’ motives and 
views.

It’s an old truism that 
there are no final victories 
(or annihilating defeats) 
in politics in a democratic 
society. Adversaries should 
not be viewed as enemies 
and indeed may be allies 
tomorrow as issues and 
circumstances change. 
Thus, forbearance and mu-
tual toleration rather than 
excommunication of one’s 
opponents through speech 
codes and shaming serve 
the well-being of a healthy 
commonwealth.

The Yale University civil 
rights scholar Stephen L. 
Carter has written about 
the greatness of Martin 
Luther King. His true ge-
nius, according to Carter, 
“was not his ability to 
articulate the pain of an 
oppressed people—many 
other preachers did so, 
with as much passion and 
as much power—but in his 
ability to inspire those very 
people to be loving and 
civil in their dissent.”

Perhaps that’s where our 
citizenship challenge as 
Christians lies. 
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January 2020
MONDAY TUESDAY

12
5

19
26

20
27 28

14

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist
 Kids Church
11.30 Youth Group in the Crypt
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist
 Kids Church
11.30 Youth Group in the Crypt
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist
 Kids Church
11.30 Youth Group in the Crypt
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

First Sunday of Epiphany 
Baptism of Christ

Second Sunday of Epiphany

Third Sunday of Epiphany

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

10.00 Feast of the  
 Epiphany

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Meditative  
 Service
19.00 Soundings

Second Sunday of Christmas Epiphany

  o f    P r a y e r    f o r    C h r i s t i a n    U n i t y
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1 2 3 4
8

22
15

9  

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting 3130

181714
10 11

16

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Meditative  
 Service
19.00 Soundings

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

16.00 Last Chance  
 Carols

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.00 Service of  
 Prayer for  
 Christian  
 Unity (Wien 22) 
 
18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

12.30 UNcomplicated

12.00 Youth Games

Conversion of St. 
Paul the Apostle

08.30 Christ Church  
 volunteers at  
 s’Häferl
evening Young Adults
 Social Mixer  
 (time to be  
	 confirmed)

  o f    P r a y e r    f o r    C h r i s t i a n    U n i t y

W e e k



18
11

3
9

4
Presentation of Christ in the Temple

Fifth Sunday of Epiphany

Sixth Sunday of Epiphany

Last Sunday of Epiphany

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15  Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

MONDAY TUESDAY

9
2

16
23

17
24 25

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church
11.30 Youth Group in the Crypt
18.00 Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church
11.30 Youth Group in the Crypt
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church
11.30 Youth Group in the Crypt
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church
11.30 Youth Group in the Crypt
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

February 2020

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15  Evening Prayer

St. Matthias

L a n d       P i l g r i m a g e



20
26
19

11 12
64

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15  Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

21
27

22
28 29

1514
7 8   

1
5

13   

08.30 Christ Church  
 volunteers at  
 s’Häferl
10.00 Ecumenical  
 workshop II

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Reading Group

09.30  Ash Wednesday 
 Said Eucharists  
 with Imposition
19.00 of Ashes 

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15  Evening Prayer

Ash Wednesday

L a n d       P i l g r i m a g e

H o l y 

12.30 UNcomplicated
(evening)  Young Adults
   Bowling 
   (time to be 
	 		confirmed)

18.30 Theology on Tap

and

17.00 Service of Re 
	 affirmation	of		
 Marriage Vows 
 followed by a  
 reception
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Confirmation Classes

Youth and Young Adult 
Groups

We are back at it, again! For chil-
dren aged 12-17 there will be an-
other Youth Game event on Saturday, 
25 January. For those Teens brave 
enough to confront the Mafia, or nim-
ble enough to pass through a mine-
field, or maybe you are bright enough 
to unlock the escape room code, then 
you are invited to join us at the church 
centre (12.00-14.30) for a time of fel-
lowship and fun. Light refreshments 
and drinks will be provided. Please, 
bring a friend!

For those aged 12-17, the Youth 
Group will resume on 12 January. 
Please note, however, we will be 
meeting every Sunday in the church 
crypt immediately following the 10 
o’clock service. As the parents enjoy 
their post-service coffee and cakes, 
the teenagers will spend 45 minutes 
in bible study and prayer. For more 
information, please contact Elliot Ra-
mos, our Youth & Young Adults Coor-
dinator, at ehiramos@gmail.com.

Are you young and an adult? Are you 
between the ages of 18 and 28? 
Are you looking for an opportunity to 
connect with more people at Christ 
Church? If so, then you are warmly 
welcomed to join us at the church 
centre for our first Social Mixer. 18 
January will be a time of food and 
fellowship. If you are interested in 
joining and/or willing to help with the 
event, please contact Elliot Ramos, 
our Youth & Young Adult Coordinator, 
via email at ehiramos@gmail.com.
Young Adult Bowling Night: 22 Febru-
ary.

Soundings at 19.00

14 January: Living Stones: an eyewitness ac-
count from the West Bank with Emma Pritchard. 
Ahead of the pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 
February, Emma will share her experiences and 
those of the people she met and worked with in 
Israel and occupied Palestinian territories.

28 January: Race and the Bible. From chattel 
slavery to ethnic prejudice still experienced to-
day, the Christian faith has had a complex rela-
tionship with issues of race. At the same time, 
the clear teaching of the Bible is that God’s 
people will not only come from every tongue, 
tribe, and nation (Rev 5:9), but their default 
mode should be one of unity.

18 February: Scripture: Origins and Issues 
Where did the Bible come from? How do we 
know it is reliable? What about all those ap-
parent contradictions in the Gospels? If we’re 
a people of the book, can we even trust the 
Scriptures?

This year’s confirmation service is on Sunday 
24 May, when we welcome our Bishop David 
Hamid. If you have not yet registered you must 
by 31 January. The Revised Catechism states, 
“What is Confirmation? Confirmation is the 
ministry by which, through prayer with the Iay-
ing on of hands by the Bishop, the Holy Spirit is 
received to complete what he began in Baptism, 
and to give strength for the Christian life. What 
is required of persons to be confirmed? It is re-
quired that persons to be confirmed should have 
been baptized, be sufficiently instructed in the 
Christian Faith, be penitent for their sins, and 
be ready to confess Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
obey him as Lord.”
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St Valentine’s Day

The Bible teaches us that marriage 
is a gift of God in creation and a 
means of his grace. On Friday, 14 
February it will be possible to af-
firm your marriage vows at Christ 
Church followed by a reception in 
the Residence of the British Am-
bassador. The Christ Church Jazz 
Band will play at the reception 
and there will be an opportunity to 
dance. The service will be at 5pm 
and the reception ends at 715pm 
sharp, so that couples can go on to 
a meal, a concert etc. 

 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18 to 25 January) 

The national ecumenical service for Austria will be held on Thursday, 23 January at 18.00 in the 
Coptic Cathedral of Mary of Zeitoun, Quadenstraße 4, 1220 Wien, followed by an agape. The 
preacher is the Revd Canon Patrick Curran, Chaplain of Christ Church. He would appreciate con-
gregational support. The Week of Prayer is preceded by a day of remembrance for Christians to 
call to mind their Jewish roots. It is entitled the Day of Judaism (Tag des Judentums). The service 

will be held in the Lutheran parish of the Erlöserkirche, Wielandgasse 9, 1100 Wien.

Ecumenical Workshop: Grappling 
with God 

This workshop—an initiative of the Anglican, Meth-
odist and Roman Catholic communities in Vienna—
will take place on Saturday, 29 February at 10.00. 
It builds on last year’s ecumenical initiative Gossip-
ing the Gospel. Fr Denis McBride will explore the 
character of Jonah, a somewhat unlikely hero. The 
prophet Jonah is a sympathetic partner, albeit a cu-
rious one, to help us review our lives. Although a 
believer in God, Jonah struggles to come to terms 
with the awful strangeness of God’s choices, partic-
ularly God’s mercy. He grapples to find his true self 
and purpose in life. He tries to flee from the pres-
ence of God. He is angry when he finds that God is 
not angry but all merciful. Jonah is offered to us as 
an unusual teacher: awkward, fearful, opinionated, 
reluctant, angry, disobedient, flighty—a prophet 
who remains stubborn to the end. But his story cel-
ebrates the beauty of the indiscriminate mercy of 
God. It is a message for our time.

VENUE: English-Speaking United Methodist 
Church, Sechshauser Strasse 56, 1150 Wien 
COST €20 (or €7 for students) The cost includes 
a meal plus coffee and tea throughout the day, as 
well as helping towards offsetting costs.  

Registration is required by Monday, 24 February. 
For more information, please contact us at office@
christchurchvienna.org. 

Christ Church Retreat

The 2020 retreat will be held from 
5-7 June in the Benedictine mon-
astery of Göttweig. Retreat Leader 
will be Angela Tilby, Canon Emeri-
tus of Christ Church Cathedral, a 
Canon of Honour of Portsmouth 
Cathedral and an Associate Lec-
turer and Visiting Scholar at Sarum 
College, Salisbury. She has a par-
ticular interest in early Christian 
thought and spirituality. She is also 
a writer and broadcaster.
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Christ Church Advent Bazaar 2019

Photos by Robert Reuss
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Christ Church Advent Bazaar 2019
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The bazaar welcomed 
flocks of local residents as 
well as visitors to Vienna. 
It was difficult to count 
the exact number of at-
tendants but suffice it to 
say the event remained 
packed throughout the 
day.

On presentation were 
various items, not to men-
tion a truly wide variety of 
food - from Europe, Africa 
and Asia and elsewhere 
around the world.

Christ Church holds its 
Annual Bazaar as a fund-
raising event to support 
both the Church and 

selected charities both in 
Austria and further afield. 
The church is committed 
to allocating ten per cent 
of its income to assist the 
poor and needy. 

The 2019 bazaar was 
headed by Philip Read-
ing, Vice Chairman of the 
Christ Church Council, as-
sisted by Diana Dopheide, 
Coordinator of the Church 
shop. They led a commit-
tee of key stallholders and 
other function holders. 
Both were highly praised 
for their dedication and 
commitment, not to men-
tion their ability to assem-
ble a team of assistants. 
Extensive publicity before 
the event undoubtedly 
contributed to the large 
number of visitors. The 
bazaar was also an op-
portunity to publicise the 
Church—the only Anglican 
Church in Austria. 

Entertainment included a 
Scottish piper, a Penny-far-
thing cyclist who attracted 
attention on the street, 
Father Christmas, Paul 
the Magician and a Chil-
dren’s Corner. Despite the 
change of venue, it was 
the usual bazaar experi-
ence for almost everyone, 
thanks to the exemplary 
attitude of all the stallhold-

The Christ 
Church 
congre-

gation met on 
Saturday, 16 
November for 
the 2019 Advent 
Bazaar which 
took place for 
the first time 
in Vienna’s 
Museums-
quartier.

Sam 
Ifeagwu 
reflects 
with pride 
on the 
2019 Christ 
Church 
Advent 
Bazaar
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ers in adapting to the new 
environment. 

There had been concern 
that the relatively small 
size of the new location 
might make the bazaar 
less attractive and less 
rewarding than in the past. 
A new security policy pro-
hibited large public events 
at weekends in the former 
venue. Diana Dopheide 
took on the responsibility 
to find a new location. With 
Philip Reading, the bazaar 
was partly re-designed and 
adapted to the possibilities 
and constraints of the Mu-
seumsquartier. Because 
the total space avail-
able was only half that 
of the previous location, 
some stalls were left out 
altogether, among them 
the popular clothes  stall. 
An innovative solution 
was found and the Church 
Centre ran a “Fashion in 
the Third” week later in 
November that proved to 
be a great success. Other 
items, especially books, 
had to be considerably 
reduced in quantity.

The new location meant 
an increase in the number 
of visitors to Vienna, both 
from Austria and the 
wider world, who came to 
the Museum and availed 

themselves of the chance 
to communicate with 
Christ Church Vienna.  
November is often a busy 
time of year for Austria’s 
tourism experience, and 
the bazaar was clearly an 
additional attraction for 
quite a number of them.  

Financially, the sales on 
the day and the clothes 
sale afterwards produced 
slightly more revenue than 
the 2018 bazaar. How-
ever, the costs of renting 
the Museumsquartier 
and bringing the new 
books from Frankfurt far 
exceeded those of the 
previous year, so the total 
contribution of the bazaar 
to the church’s finances 
will likely fall short of 
2018. The exact figures 
will be presented at the 
Annual Church Meeting in 
April 2020.

Says Philip Reading: “I 
can’t list all the people 
who would deserve to be 
thanked and congratu-
lated. Suffice it to say that 
about 180 people were 
involved in making this 
bazaar happen, fewer than 
half of them regular Christ 
Church members.” 

He added:  “The clearing-
up of the venue was me-
ticulously planned by the 

Church logistics managers 
Herbert Stenzenberger 
and Peter Klingenberg, 
and executed with the 
help of a valiant band of 
refugees. Herbert and 
Peter were utterly heroic 
throughout, even taking a 
collision with their delivery 
van in their stride.” 

The date for the 2020 
bazaar has been set for 
Saturday, November 14th. 
The Church has an option 
to again use the Museum-
squartier, but the search 
for alternatives that offer 
more space at a lower cost 
is under way. The bazaar 
committee will meet to-
wards the end of January, 
2020 to agree upon and 
make a proposal to the 
Church Council.

In addition to praise from 
the Sharing Committee of 
the Church Council, the 
leadership of the Church, 
Reverends Patrick Curran, 
Mike Waltner and Dr. Rob-
ert Kinney, welcomed the 
result of the 2019 Bazaar, 
expressing their deep 
gratitude, especially to 
Philip Reading and Diana 
Dopheide who gave of 
their time, talent and ef-
fort to organize and imple-
ment the 2019 event. X
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Virginia 
Ottolina, 
from the 
Interna-
tional 
Dialogue 
Centre de-
scribes a 
visit to our 
Church by 
young  
Saudi  
leaders

A group of 
17 young 
leaders 

from the 
Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia 
visited Christ 
Church on 
Sunday 15 
December.
The visit was part of an 
Interreligious Dialogue 
Training organized by the 
International Dialogue 
Centre (KAICIID). KAICIID 
is an intergovernmental or-
ganisation that promotes 
dialogue to build and sus-
tain peace globally. It does 
this by enhancing under-
standing and cooperation 
between people of differ-
ent cultures and followers 
of different religions. 

The Centre was founded 
by Austria, Saudi Arabia 
and Spain, with the Holy 
See as Founding Observer. 
Its Board of Directors 
comprises prominent 
representatives from five 
major world religions.  
(Buddhism, Christian-
ity, Hinduism, Islam, and 
Judaism). The board 

includes a representa-
tive of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

The young men and 
women who visited Christ 
Church are members of 
Salam for Cultural Commu-
nication, which is a project 
that aims to promote 
mutual understanding 
between Saudi people and 
the rest of the world. They 
spent a week in Vienna 
to attend the Conference 
Dialogue 4SDGs, where 
they learned how interreli-
gious dialogue is support-
ing the United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goals. Additionally, they 
participated in an Inter-
religious Dialogue Training, 
which included sessions 
on peace-building and 
conflict resolution as well 
as perceptions and mis-
perceptions, intercultural 
communication, identities 
and cultures. The group 
was formed of young 
professionals who work 
in civil society, non-gov-
ernmental organizations 
or the private sector and 
are all equally interested 
in promoting interreligious 
dialogue as a tool to pre-
vent and resolve conflict, 
enhancing understanding 
and cooperation. For this 
reason, they have joined 
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Salam and have been se-
lected to participate in this 
training due to their sin-
cere interest to strengthen 
their skills in interreligious 
engagement as a part 
of intercultural dialogue. 
In addition to theoretical 
dialogue, they also visited 
different religious sites in 
Vienna.

Christ Church was already 
in full pre-Christmas swing, 
with the decorated Christ-
mas tree by the altar and 
the children getting ready 
for the Kids Church Nativ-
ity play, when Revd. Canon 
Patrick Curran welcomed 
the visitors in the church. 
While some of the visitors 
had lived abroad and 
already visited a church, 
for some of them, Christ 
Church was the very first 
Christian holy place that 
they had entered. 

Revd. Canon Patrick 
Curran talked about 
the similarities among 
Christians, Muslims and 
Jews, who all believe in 
one gracious, merciful and 
compassionate God. He 
talked about the history of 
Christ Church, which was 
founded in 1877 to serve 
the spiritual needs of the 
British community living 
in Vienna, mainly British 
diplomats. From being 
a small embassy com-
munity, he explained that 
the church has become a 
thriving and diverse con-
gregation, where people 
from different nations 
and denominations find a 
spiritual home.  Among the 
numerous questions that 
the visitors had, one was 
about the relationship of 
Christ Church with the Jew-
ish community. Pointing to 
the memorial shield at the 
entrance of the church, 

Revd. Canon Patrick Cur-
ran told them about the 
persecution of the Jewish 
community in the years af-
ter the Anschluss and how 
more than 1,800 Jews 
were baptized at Christ 
Church in 1938. Baptism 
in the Anglican Church 
enabled them to leave 
Austria and most of them 
survived the war. 

The young Saudi leaders 
listened attentively to the 
explanations about the 
different Christian denomi-
nations, church hierarchy 
and were curious to know 
more about the services 
that are celebrated in the 
church. However, the most 
pressing question for them 
was the following: “How 
can we, as young Muslim 
men and women, help our 
communities to achieve 
peace through interreli-
gious dialogue?” Revd. 
Canon Patrick Curran 
encouraged them to en-
gage in a fruitful exchange 
with one another and with 
people who are affili-
ated to different religions. 
Through interface dialogue 
we can better appreciate 
each other and further 
build on those ties that our 
religions already have with 
one another. 
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As a child, 
Christ-
mas 

meant presents, 
turkey dinner 
and going to 
bed early on 
Christmas 
Eve, in order 
to allow Santa 
enough time to 
distribute his 
presents. 
We also had a real tree! 
My mom baked lots of 
Christmas cookies, weeks 
ahead, and hid them very 
carefully, but not carefully 
enough! I always man-
aged to find them, sneak 
some, and then try to 
rearrange the careful rows 
Mom had placed them in, 
in big white boxes lined 
with tissue paper. Without 
much success, she always 
caught on! 

But of course, during my 
childhood in New Jersey, 
there was no opening of 
gifts until we all went to 
Mass on Christmas morn-
ing, fasting for those who 
were old enough to receive 

Irene 
Radda 
reflects 
on the 
upside and 
downside 
of Advent

communion, and then the 
gift opening!

Advent was not an „item“ 
as such, I knew it was a 
buildup to the big event, 
which was the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus. I was 
taught as a child that this 
was the reason for cel-
ebrating. So there was no 
Adventskranz. Yes, there 
was a certain amount of 
commercialism. Christmas 
shopping was always a big 
deal, and my aunt would 
take me every year to see 
the beautifully decorated 
shop windows on Fifth 
Avenue in New York, and I 
loved to hear the bells of 
the Salvation Army folks 
on street corners, so char-
ity and giving were a facet 
of the season in the Fifties 
as well.

Fast forward to Austria, 
which is now the home 
I love. The home of the 
creation of that most 
beautiful „Silent Night“. 
But for years now, even 
during my somewhat pre 
-Christ Church agnostic pe-
riod, it always really upset 
me to turn on the radio on 
Sunday mornings, starting 
with the first Sunday of Ad-
vent, and hearing nothing 
but how much was spent 
on the Saturday before on 
Christmas gifts! How this 
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was boosting the econ-
omy! Of course, people 
do have to earn a living, 
but the emphasis before 
Christmas was just so 
heavy on the earning part. 
That was it! Buy, buy buy! 
And some programmes 
asked people on the street 
what Christmas stood for…
ugh. The answers might be 
amusing on the surface, 
but were very sad if one 
thought about it.

After years of listening to 
the statistics of how much 
the economy earned, I 
have now stopped listen-
ing to the radio on Sunday 
mornings during Advent. 
I suppose I could listen to 
the classical station, which 
I am sure would have less 
commercialism, but I need 
some jazzy pop music to 
wake me up in the AM. 
Classical is at that time of 
the day a no-go. At least 
until after the coffee.

So, having become really 
annoyed by all the com-
mercialism, I did my own 
personal boycott ! On trips 
to the US and to the Philip-
pines, no matter what 
time of the year, I would 
buy little gifts, especially 
for Alfred’s large number 
of grandchildren, or only 
shop at small Christmas 
markets, or bake and 
make things. Since 2008, 
the Church shop and 
Bazaar have also been 

a focus of my shopping! 
Jenny’s jams and mince 
pies are much wel-
comed, as well as many 
other items. And buying 
second-hand is environ-
mentally friendly, supports 
charitable works and our 
Church, and there are real 
bargains to be had! And it 
is so much more fun. And 
the crowds of shoppers 
you have to compete with 
are somewhat smaller! 
And in general a lot less 
aggressive! 

So keep in mind when you 
have to shop in the coming 
year, that we at the Church 
shop can also supply 
you with great birthday 
presents as well! So a bit 
of commercialism for the 
Church Shop and Bazaar. 
Aside from that, Alfred 
and I wish all of you a very 
good New Year! X
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Christ 
Church is 
a home to 

many who are 
far from home. 
Like many of us, I travel 
at Christmas to see loved 
ones who are always in our 
hearts but not often in our 
presence. And like many 
who travel, I appreciate 
the welcoming warmth 
that Christ Church gives 
my daughter and me every 
time we visit. 

Churches are such impor-
tant sources of community 
and we often forget how 
much we need real people 
and real community in our 
lives as we’re pulled by the 
requirements of our jobs, 
or social media or our own 
individual desires.  Com-
munity allows us to be ac-
cepted for who we are, no 
matter what stage of life 
or our circumstances and 
it allows us to celebrate 
with others. A party on Fa-
cebook can never compete 
with real life fun.

This holiday season, my 
daughter Leela and I were 
part of Christ Church in 
two wonderful ways. First, 
Leela was an angel in 
the Nativity play put on 

by the talented Melinda. 
We had arrived from New 
Jersey on Friday, but she 
immediately found a place 
and friends among the 
choir of angels, learning 
new songs, laughing and 
learning about the story of 
the birth of Christ. There 
is something wonderful 
about a community that 
can welcome others so 
easily, with such grace and 
kindness. Children often 
feel isolated by even small 
differences, so to have 
a space where they are 
united in love, focusing on 
what we share rather than 
what divides us, is a gift.

The second event was 
the Australian Christmas 
Concert. Leela and I have 
never been to Australia, 
but we were given a crash 
course in galah birds, 
budgie smuggling and 
dropbears, and soon felt 
at home. The music was 
beautiful, the community 
welcoming, and we had an 
unforgettable evening. 

No matter your age, 
nationality, language, 
access challenges or race 
or gender, Christ Church 
welcomes you into the 
warmth of a church com-
munity and my daughter 
and I are so grateful to you 
for that.

Family 
visitors 
from the 
United 
States 
describe 
the warm 
welcome 
they always 
receive 
at Christ 
Church
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On the Third Sunday of Advent, we remember that the shepherds 
were the first to receive the good news of the Saviour’s birth. We 
at Christ Church celebrate this every year, this year with a Nativity 
play written by Melinda May and performed by our talented Kid’s 
Church. The Choir of Angels cheekily narrated the story, reminding 
Mary and Joseph: “don’t be afraid, don’t be uptight, relax take a 
breather, you’ll be alright” as they searched for a room at the inn. 
The Roman soldiers provided comic relief by blaming one another 
for lost maps as they collected the taxes. The shepherds brought 
their stuffed animals to see Jesus, the Three Kings their gifts and 
with the Angels Choir, our Kids Church serenaded Him with a love-
ly rendition of Away in a Manger. Congratulations to Melinda for 
another moving yet funny Nativity Play.

MIRACLE AT CHRISTMAS
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Jan 3 (Fri) 16.00 Last chance carols at the Stevens´ 
Jan 6 (Mon) 10.00 Feast of the Epiphany
Jan 14 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Emma Pritchard, “Living Stones: an  
   eyewitness account from the West Bank”
Jan 15 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Jan 17 (Fri) 12.30  UNcomplicated
Jan 18 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ´s Häferl
Jan 23 (Thurs) 18.00 Service of Prayer for Christian Unity, 
   Coptic Cathedral. Preacher: the Chaplain
Jan 28 (Tues) 18.15 Meditative Service
   19.00 Soundings: the Revd Dr Robert Kinney
Jan 29 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
Feb 1–Feb 8  Holy Land Pilgrimage
Feb 12 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Feb 14 (Fri) 17.00 Service of Reaffirmation of Marriage Vows 
   followed by a reception
Feb 18 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: the Revd Dr Robert Kinney
Feb 19 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
Feb 20 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group: “Sketches from a Hunter’s 
   Album”, Ivan Turgenev
Feb 21 (Fri) 12.30  UNcomplicated
Feb 26 (Wed) 09.30  Ash Wednesday: Said Eucharists with Imposition  
  19.00 of the Ashes   
Feb 27 (Thurs) 18.30 Theology on Tap
Feb 29 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl
Feb 29 (Sat) 10.00 Ecumenical workshop II with 
   Father Denis McBride Venue: English Speaking  
   Methodist Church
March 2   Lent Groups begin
March 13 (Fri) 12.30 UNcomplicated
March 14 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl
March 18 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
April 18 (Sat) 0830 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl
April 29 (Wed) 1900 Annual Chaplaincy Meeting
May 1-May 3  Walking Pilgrimage
May 15 TBC  Variety & Talent Show
May 16 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl
May 21 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day Service
May 24 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation
June 5-7   Retreat: Living the Trinity, 
June 7  18.00 Choral Evensong, Preacher: 
   the Revd Canon Angela Tilby
June 20 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl
Sept 12 (Sat) 17.00 African Fest
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Bazaar Coordinators Diana Dopheide and Philip Reading 
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 
Bible Study (Sun.)  Gabriel Byng 
Church Shop Diana Dopheide  
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri  
Crossways Judy Castelino 
Mailing list Erica Schenk 
Electoral Roll Alexander Rösch  
Environment Officer Monika Weber-Fahr 
Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger   
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear 
Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran 
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley 
Librarian  Ian Begg  
Pledge Envelopes  Church Office 
Prayer Ministry  Patrick Curran 
Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet 
Publicity  Robert Kinney 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 
Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk 
Servers  vacant  
Sidespersons rota Manfred Reiter 
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear 
Soundings (Tues. eve) Patrick Curran 
Youth/Young Adult Group Elliot Ramos 
Website Robert Kinney 

Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 01-7148900
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 

Rev. Robert Kinney 

Lay Vice-Chairman Philip Reading 
Churchwardens Philip Reading 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Hon. Treasurer Ben Dannenmaier 
Archdeaconry  Synod Morkor Korley 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Miranda Kopetzky 

Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 

Ademola Adeyemi 
Sunday Ajayi 
Sam Ifeagwu 

Council Members

 
Melinda May 

Hyacinth Österlin 
Alexander Rösch 

Frank Sauer 



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, Jaurèsgasse 12, A-1030 Vienna

Peace in the City

Join us for a new, monthly medi-
tative service of poetry, prose 
and music—and silence. Each 
monthly service will follow a dif-
ferent theme. We will hear from 
writers and composers from both 
within and outside the Christian 
tradition. All are welcome to this 
service of reflection and quiet-
ness. 

The dates of the next three ser-
vices are January 28, February 
18 and March 24.


