
C
C

No. 110    
November
Devember 

2019

N
ew

s 
an

d 
Vi

ew
s 

fr
om

 C
hr

is
t C

hu
rc

h 
Vi

en
na

, 
th

e 
An

gl
ic

an
/E

pi
sc

op
al

 C
hu

rc
h 

in
 A

us
tr

ia



2

    CHRIST CHURCH SHOP 
Tel:  01-718 4634 
Salesianergasse 20 
1030 Vienna 
For opening times in 
November and December, 
please check the church 
website: 
www.christchurchvienna.
org. Go to page entitled 
“Serve” and click on 
“Church Shop”.
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to the Editor (crossways@aon.at) as 
well as to the Church Office (office@
christchurchvienna.org) at the latest by 
12 December 2019.

Judy

EDITORIAL

Our celebration at Christ Church of Creationtide coincided with a beautiful autumn: 
morning mists gave way to clear blue skies, warm sunshine and a spectacular dis-
play of autumn leaves. It was God’s creation at its most glorious, forming a perfect 

backdrop for our worship. At the time of writing, we have moved into a “stewardship” period, 
where we are called to consider, or reconsider, ways in which we can better contribute to 
the life of Christ Church Vienna. The facts are indeed cause for concern: costs are increas-
ing, while our church’s income is not. The result is a growing deficit that will require ad-
ditional financial support from the congregation coupled perhaps with innovative ways of 
raising funds. 

Fund-raising is often an uphill task. I recall some years ago suggesting to my grandchildren 
that they donate the 20 Euros I intended to give each of them for Easter to a charity of their 
choice. They didn’t really understand the concept of charities, so I provided a few examples, 
including those that support hungry children in Africa. The three-year old said “I’ll give my 
money to Mummy”. One of her brothers said he’d give some of it but not all since otherwise 
he wouldn’t have any pocket money. The other brother, wise for his seven years, enquired 
“Are you sure they use Euros in Africa, Nanna?”. In the event, they received 10 Euros each 
and were happy for me to donate the rest to a well-known children’s charity. During my 
working life, I organized countless collections in response to catastrophic natural disasters 
and I found over and over again that those with the lowest salaries tended to give the most. 
It is understandable. Many, if not all of us, are faced with multiple demands on our budgets 
and occasionally we get taken for granted. Christmas—the traditional time of giving—is ap-
proaching. Let it be an opportunity for us to rethink our commitment to the church, financial 
and otherwise. In a series of briefings, our Treasurer showed us the statistics and explained 
how, by donating a small percentage of our monthly income, we would be contributing to 
the financial security of the church and ultimately ensuring the maintenance and ultimately 
growth of our spiritual home in Vienna.

I wish you and your families a blessed Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year.
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From the 
Desk of the 
Chaplain, 
the Revd. 
Canon  
Patrick 
Curran

Do not worry about any-
thing, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known 
to God. (Philippians 4.6) 

These words of St Paul 
to the church in Philippi 
are ones we are called 
to make our own. They 
should resonate in us. 

A favourite Gospel spiritual 
of mine is There is a balm 
in Gilead. It was during 
one of Carole Alston’s 
strong interpretations of 
this spiritual at the spring 
jazz concert at Christ 
Church that something 
happened that brings the 
metaphor of scales falling 
from my eyes to mind. The 
line that had this effect 
was “If you can’t pray like 
Paul”.

The author of the spir-
itual understood Paul as 
a person of prayer. Since 
then I too see clearly the 
Apostle Paul as a person 
of prayer and not only as 
the great theologian that 
he is. Our appreciation of 
Paul, and the same can be 
said of Augustine of Hippo, 
has been obscured by an 
overly negative and super-
ficial reception, ending, in 
the most extreme cases, 
by pitting Paul against 

Jesus, even though Paul’s 
conversion as attested by 
the Bible is due to Jesus. 
(Galatians 1:11-16, 1 Cor. 
15:3–8 and Acts 9:3–9, 
13–19).

Paul towards the end of 
the letter tells the Philippi-
ans not to worry, stressing 
that they are not to worry 
about anything. Here Paul 
echoes the teaching of 
Jesus, when Jesus asks, 
“And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour 
to your span of life?” (Mt 
6.27). Rather than worry 
Paul commends prayer.

Paul’s answer to worry is 
to prescribe prayer as the 

St. Paul by M
ichelangelo, Siena
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antidote in the manner of 
a therapist. Prayer that is 
confident in God. I appreci-
ate this positive redirecting 
of our energy from worry to 
prayer. Turn all worry into 
prayer. Note the contrast 
between don’t worry about 
anything ... but make sure 
to pray about everything.

In this short passage 
Paul uses three words to 
underline that everything 
should be brought to God 
in prayer, should be made 
known to God: prayers, 
supplications and re-
quests. Paul is emphatical-
ly driving home the point: 
rather than worry, bring 
everything that affects 
our lives to God in prayer.  
Again Paul is echoing the 
teaching of Jesus, “… for 
your Father knows what 
you need before you ask 
him.” (Matthew 6:8).

Finally and importantly 
Paul reminds those who 
pray bringing their prayers, 
supplications and requests 
before God that they must 
do so with thanksgiving. At 
the heart of the Christian 
life is thankfulness. We 
are thankful that God has 
made himself known to us, 
that we are made in his 
image, that our future is 
secure in God, thankful for 
the direction God affords, 
the guidance and direction 
God provides, for life lived 
in community, for our bap-
tism into Christ to name 
a few. At the heart of our 
lives should be heard the 
constant heartbeat of 
thankfulness. Both Jesus 
and Paul are persons of 
prayer and their prayer is 
characterised by thankful-
ness. The Evangelist John 
affords us a glimpse of 
this thankfulness in one of 

Jesus’ prayers, recording, 
“And Jesus looked up-
wards and said, ‘Father, I 
thank you for having heard 
me.” (John 11.41). John in 
the telling of the feeding of 
the five thousand stresses 
that Jesus gave thanks at 
both the beginning and 
the end of the episode 
(John 6.11, 6.23).

Do not worry about any-
thing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known 
to God (Philippians 4.6). 

At the time of writing we at 
Christ Church are facing 
an unprecedented finan-
cial challenge exacerbated 
by several things: there 
is the uncertainty having 
to do with the new venue 
of the bazaar being both 
smaller and more expen-

Hans Memling (c. 1430-1494)
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sive. The flat that we own 
and that is a source of 
income presently does not 
have a tenant. There are 
increased Diocesan Com-
mon Fund charges. These 
are some of the factors 
that are cause for real con-
cern at this time. We are 
seeking to address these 
challenges by looking 
for a generous response 
to this year’s steward-
ship initiative, as well as 
looking hard at present 
expenditure. There are two 
things that all of us can 
be doing. They are to lift 
up Christ Church in prayer 
with thanksgiving daily, 
as well as responding 
generously to our steward-

ship initiative, which is not 
limited to money/wealth, 
but also addresses time 
and talents.

At Christ Church we have 
much to be grateful for. 
This we must never lose 
sight of. Many people give 
of their time and talents 
and wealth already making 
us grateful to God for one 
another. Knowing Christ is 
the greatest gift, for which 
we are deeply thankful. 
Through his sending, his 
ministry of making us one, 
reconciling us to God, he 
secures our present and 
future that we can rest 
confidently and quietly 
in him. The whole verse 

of the spiritual the Balm 
of Gilead reminds us of 
our need as a church in 
Vienna to continue faithful 
by making known the love 
of God.

If you cannot preach like 
Peter, 
if you cannot pray like 
Paul, 
you can tell the love of 
Jesus, 
who died to save us all. 

Looking ahead I wish 
you and yours a blessed 
Advent, a joyful Christmas 
and a happy New Year!
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FASHION IN THE THIRD - 27 TO 30 NOVEMBER

Since this year’s Advent Bazaar will NOT include a clothes sec-

tion, members of the congregation, their friends and families 

and visitors from the general public will have an opportunity to 

purchase both new and top condition used clothes in the Christ 

Church Centre from 27 to 30 November. The items on sale have 

been hand-picked by Church Shop volunteers and in addition to 

clothing include fashion accessories. Opening hours are from 10.00 

to 16.00. Please spread the word and come along with as many 

friends as possible. A good bargain is guaranteed and you will be 

supporting your church and related charities.
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Nigel 
Reynard 
researched 
the “Silent 
Night” 
story, two 
hundred 
years after 
the iconic 
Christmas 
carol 
was first 
performed

The year 
is 1816. 
Much 

of Europe is in 
the grip of a 
famine caused 
by months 
without proper 
sunlight and 
thus a collapse 
in the growth of 
vegetation. 
No-one at the time knows 
why this has happened 
(decades later it was 
established that this was 
due to a volcanic eruption 
in Indonesia the previ-
ous year), or how long it 
will last. All this on top of 

the immediate aftermath 
of the Napoleonic Wars, 
which for years had seen 
villages and towns repeat-
edly raided and pillaged by 
troops. Things are grim.

It is around this time and 
against this backdrop that 
a newly ordained priest, 
Joseph Mohr, pens a poem 
in the small, mountain-
ous village of Mariapfarr 
in the south-east of the 
Salzburg province: Stille 
Nacht! Heilige Nacht”. 
The ensuing verses centre 
around the silent wonder 
of Jesus’ coming to the 
world. The wording of the 
text is soft; not always an 
easy feat when something 
is written in German. The 
letter “z” that can lend the 
occasional harsh ring to 
the German language, is 
reassuringly absent.

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
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One can easily imagine 
what might have inspired 
this young priest to write 
Stille Nacht. The serenity 
of the scene around the 
crib as described in the 
poem was in fact the very 
antithesis of the gritty real-
ity that Mohr and others 
were experiencing in 1816. 
The text skilfully couples 
an interpretation of Jesus’ 
arrival with—for want of 
a better expression—a 
wish-list. What can perhaps 
all too often easily be 
mistaken for sentimentality 
in the text is in fact deeply 
rooted in a profound sense 
of longing for renewal, for 
something different, for a 
new beginning. For a heav-
enly peace.

One year later, in 1817, Jo-
seph Mohr is moved a few 
miles north of Salzburg to 
the village of Oberndorf, 
on the Salzach River that 
serves as the border 
between Austria and Ger-
many. The presence of this 
river has forever character-
ized the development of 
Oberndorf. It meant that 
St Nicholas Church, at just 
some 50 yards from the 
riverbank, was frequently 
flooded. It also meant 
that the bargemen who 
transported precious salt 
along the river would stop 

by in Oberndorf for some 
brief respite and very often 
a jug of beer. It is here that 
Mohr was to be the Hilfs-
priester (curate) for the 
parish priest. He quickly 
established himself as 
a popular figure with the 
locals, for whom Mohr was 
to become a much liked 
and respected pastoral 
worker. His style was very 
much in stark contrast to 
the parish priest who (un-
like Mohr) resided safely 
away from the centre of 
Oberndorf. 

During his time in Obern-
dorf, the church authori-
ties would receive regular 
complaints from the parish 
priest bemoaning Mohr’s 
drunken antics and wicked 
dalliances with the fairer 
sex. Their relationship 
went from bad to worse.

It was also here in Obern-
dorf that Joseph Mohr 
met and came to work 
closely with the organist 
and musician, Franz Xaver 
Gruber. Mohr and Gruber 
hit it off right from the 
very start. They loved their 
professional collaboration 
and certainly knew how to 
enjoy a good drink. These 
two men were doubtless 
beacons of light and hope 
for the locals of Oberndorf 
and the visiting bargemen 
alike. 

So what about the person-
alities that made up this 
dynamic duo? Judging by 
their portraits in the small 
chapel where the church 
once stood and their 
biographies, they were 
in many ways strikingly 
different: Mohr the priest 
with his chiselled jawline 
and intensive glance, 
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while Gruber the organ-
ist largely exuded the air 
of a sound, avuncular 
Victorian banker—just the 
sort of steadfast chap 
you would be happy to 
entrust your savings with. 
Mohr’s life, both before 
and after meeting Gruber, 
was very much character-
ized by constant moving 
from place to place and 
taking some time to settle 
down, in stark contrast to 
Gruber’s situation. In the 
time during which they 
knew each other, one can-
not help but get the feeling 
that it was very much the 
musician Gruber who kept 
the priest Mohr on the 
straight and narrow.

The most significant day of 
these men’s joint collabo-
ration was Christmas Eve 

1818. On that morning, 
Mohr and Gruber are in 
St Nicholas Church to 
mull over what they will 
be offering that evening. 
The pressure is on to 
ensure a service that will 
give comfort and cheer to 
cold, poor and exhausted 
locals and bargemen. But 
they quickly realise there 
is a problem with the 
organ. Legend has it that 
it was broken. The organ 
did actually work, it just 
sounded dreadful. This 
was brought about by the 
long-term dampness of the 
church, most likely causing 
the leather-based mechan-
ics of the organ to rot and 
deteriorate. 

For these two dedicated 
men intent on giving every-
one something to look 
forward to, one can almost 
imagine the brief sense of 
despair. At this moment, 
Mohr has an idea, and 
shows Gruber his two-year 
old poem Stille Nacht. 
Mohr asks the musician 
Gruber if he could on 
that same day put this 
simple text to music using 
a guitar. The music was 
duly composed there and 
then, but it was not to 
be a main feature of the 
mass, and would simply be 
performed as an afternote 

at one of the side altars 
next to the crib, since 
there was no question of 
its rendition during the 
formal part of the service. 
This was a daring move. 
After all, the performance 
of this new piece, Stille 
Nacht, involved the playing 
of a guitar, an instrument 
primarily associated with 
the jovial tomfoolery of the 
Wirtshaus and that had no 
place in a church.

The serendipitous set 
of circumstances that 
brought the Stille Nacht 
carol to life were to take 
another twist in the 
months that followed. 
Gruber knew of an organ 
repairer, Carl Mauracher, 
who, when he heard it, 
became immediately 
enthralled by the piece. 
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Arguably, Mauracher can 
therefore be credited as 
the first promotional force 
behind Stille Nacht. In the 
years that immediately 
followed, the carol actually 
became regarded as a 
Tyrolian song, probably 
because Mauracher him-
self was from Zillertal in 
Tyrol. Its popularity quickly 
spread throughout Austria 
and beyond, reaching 
Leipzig in 1833 and Trinity 
Church at the end of Wall 
Street in New York on 
Christmas Day 1839.

As the years progressed, 
Gruber enjoyed a stable 
and successful existence, 
living well into his seven-
ties. Mohr suffered from a 
hereditary lung condition, 
something that was not 
helped by the damp living 
conditions of his child-
hood and his subsequent 
pipe-smoking habit, and 
was regularly ill throughout 
his life. This never stopped 
the illegitimate son of a 
poor knitting lady from 
working tirelessly for the 
benefit of the socially un-
derprivileged. To achieve 
this, he denied himself 
the moderate general 
comforts he could have 
otherwise enjoyed. Who 
knows what other forms of 
goodness and enrichment 

would have sprung out of 
his tireless dedication in 
those latter years. He died 
of pneumonia in 1848, the 
so-called European Year of 
Revolution.

Not long after the turn of 
the 20th Century, St Nich-
olas Church was finally to 
succumb to the ravages 
of continual flooding as 
well as permanent damp 
caused by its proximity to 
the river and was reduced 
to rubble. A small, round 
chapel now stands on a 
grass mound covering its 
remaining ruins. Obern-
dorf today continues to 
enjoy a long-established 
tradition whereby at 17.00 
every Christmas Eve locals 
gather for a fixed-format 
service at which—unlike 
in the case of its very first 
rendition on Christmas 
Eve 1818—the singing of 
Stille Nacht is very much 
the centrepiece. As one 
Oberndorf local put it: 
“Stille Nacht is for me the 
Christmas carol; all others 
are Advent songs.”

Mid-autumn, 1819. The 
church authorities have 
decreed that Mohr, forever 
at bitter loggerheads with 
the priest he served, 
needed to move on to pas-
tures new. When it came 

to leaving Oberndorf, Gru-
ber accompanied Mohr as 
they did the approximately 
14 mile walk to Salz-
burg. In parting, Gruber 
performed a song he had 
especially composed for 
Mohr to mark the occa-
sion. Confronted with the 
realisation that he was 
to be separated from his 
beloved friend, Mohr broke 
down in tears and cried 
like a child. It was the 
end of a partnership, but 
one which now some two 
hundred years thereafter 
continues to live on and be 
celebrated in the hearts 
of millions with each and 
every rendition of Stille 
Nacht. Mohr and Gruber 
chimed perfectly together; 
they were exceptionally 
talented and kind-hearted 
individuals. May they rest 
in the heavenly peace that 
they yearned for.

My special thanks go to 
Clemens Konrad from 
the Tourismusverband 
Oberndorf, who dedicated 
so much of his time and 
patience to dealing with 
my constant and specific 
questions. Every effort has 
gone into ensuring the 
accuracy of this article, 
though responsibility for 
any errors lies with the 
author.
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Recently we 
welcomed 
our third 

intern to Christ 
Church under the 
CofE’s Ministry 
Experience 
scheme. 
Gabriel Bying is a pub-
lished academic and an 
authority in the field of 
architectural history. He 
has been a practising An-
glican all his life and since 
his teens the possibility of 
a calling has been lurking 
in his mind. His academic 
year at Christ Church will 
be an opportunity for him 
to test and develop it.

Born and raised in an 
ethnically mixed part of 
London, Gabe attended 
a church not dissimilar to 
Christ Church where his 
mother served as church-
warden. After school, he 
went to Cambridge to 
read politics at Gonville 
and Caius. He attended 
the college chapel where 
he was greatly inspired 
by Dean Carolyn Ham-
mond, Director of Studies 
in Theology and he soon 
became closely involved in 

the life of the chapel. After 
graduation, he studied 
for his Masters’ at the 
Courtauld Institute of Art 
in London, before return-
ing to Cambridge for his 
PhD where he focused on 
the relationship between 
social and architectural 
change. He then worked 
for the Church of England 
in the Cathedral and 
Church Buildings Division 
where he was responsible 
for dealing with requests 
to make changes to his-
toric church buildings.

Gabe returned to Cam-
bridge for the third time on 
a post-doctorate research 
fellowship and wrote a 
book entitled Church 
Building and Society in 
the Late Middle Ages. He 
did a certain amount of 

Introducing 
Gabriel 
(Gabe) 
Byng, our 
new intern 
at Christ 
Church
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teaching, which he greatly 
enjoyed, but his main fo-
cus was research. Towards 
the end of his four-year fel-
lowship, Gabe’s thoughts 
once again turned to 
vocation and he applied, 
and was accepted, for a 
posting under the Church 
of England Ministry 
Experience Scheme. He 
is concurrently a fellow in 
History of Art at the Univer-
sity of Vienna, examining 
the relationship between 
architecture and social 
change. His research work 
includes three case stud-
ies: St. Stephen’s Cathe-
dral, St. Michael’s Church 
and Maria am Gestade.

After nearly two months 
at Christ Church, Gabe is 
fully immersed in the life 
of the church: he attended 
the Archdeaconry Synod, 
leads the Bible Study group 
on Sunday mornings, has 
preached in church and 
led a session of Sound-
ings. His life has been both 
spiritually and intellectu-
ally enriched by his short 
time in Vienna. He hopes 
in turn that he will be 
able to share with Christ 
Church his experience as 
a researcher and teacher. 
He greatly enjoys commu-
nicating and thinking about 
scripture and theology.

Along the way, Gabe 
trained as a bereavement 
support volunteer and 
although he hastens to 
admit that he is not a fully-
fledged counsellor, he was 
able to hone his pastoral 
skills with students.

Gabe loves the city of 
Vienna, the rich cultural 
life and the Kaffeehaus 
culture (his favourite café 
is Café Benedikt on the 
Sechskrügelgasse in the 
third district). He enjoys 
walking and is looking 
forward to getting to know 
the city better on foot.

His recent Soundings 
session on “Space and 
Stewardship” fascinated a 
relatively large audience 

as we contemplated ways 
in which our perception of 
a building goes beyond its 
physical architecture. An 
obviously accomplished 
teacher, Gabe opened our 
minds to fresh ways of 
experiencing rather than 
simply looking at buildings, 
encouraging us to look for 
examples in our own lives.

Gabe brings a fresh set 
of skills to our community 
that he will have an op-
portunity to share over the 
coming months and we in 
turn have much to share 
with him. We trust that his 
time with us will help him 
decide on his future path 
in life and look forward to 
getting to know him better 
during his time in Vienna..

Gabe describes a shed that artist and somewhat contra-
versial Turner Prize winner Simon Starling found on the 
banks of the Rhine, transformed into a boat, travelled 
with it by river to Basle then reassembled it as a shed for 
a Swiss museum.

X
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The twelfth 
of October 
was once 

again fun, fun 
and more fun as 
the community 
of Christ Church 
Vienna gathered 
with friends 
and family to 
celebrate Africa 
Fest 2019. 
We came together to party 
and at the same time 
raise funds in support of 
the Church’s charity work. 
Christ Church Vienna does 
what it can to help the 
poor and desperate across 
the world in keeping with 
its Mission Statement.

The Africa Fest was a 
colourful gathering that in-
cluded representatives of 
various corporations and 
companies and diplomatic 
embassies in Vienna and 
it was a particular honour 
to welcome the Nigerian 
Ambassador to Austria and 
Permanent Representative 
to the UN Organizations 
in Vienna, Her Excellency, 
Madam Vivian Okeke. 

The programme included 
the Children’s Kleinkunst 
Theatre, a fashion show, 
tombola, a musical perfor-
mance and an abudance 
of dancing. There were 
also a number of side 
attractions and, of course, 
plenty of African food.

A major surprise attrac-
tion was a performance by 
children of Kenton College 
Preparatory School in 
Nairobi, who were visiting 
Austria (see p 31). Their 
unscheduled appear-
ance at the Africa Fest 
was most welcome, as 
was their singing. At one 
point during their perfor-
mance, they invited the 
happy crowd to join in. The 
children’s performance 
coincided with another 
star Kenyan performance: 
athlete Eliud Kipchoge was 
in Vienna in an attempt to 
run the marathon in less 
than two hours and break 
the world record. His suc-
cessful run of one hour, 59 
minutes and 40.2 seconds 
was watched on screen by 
millions the world over as 
well as by a large crowd in 
Vienna.

Nigerian disc jockey Akin 
Baba-Ewe—one of the 
most famous African DJs 
in Austria—made it difficult 

Sam 
Ifeagwu 
attended 
the annual 
Africa 
Fest on 12 
October
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for people to stand still or 
remain seated, playing the 
world’s best African and 
Asian music, including Ola-
mide’s Motigbana, Smif 
N.Wessun’s Champion 
Sound and Shatta Wale’s 
Bulletproof. 

The next day at the Sunday 
10.00 service, our Chap-
lain Patrick Curran found 
appropriate words to thank 
the Fest organizers, asking 
them to remain dedicated 
and to continue the good 
job they were doing. He 
(and the rest of the con-
gregation) look forward to 
the next Festival in 2020!

Immense thanks and 
praise go to all support-
ers, contributors and 
planners but especially 
to chief organizer Emma-
nuel Adeyemi and his wife 
Maria-Cristina. X

Photos by Chuks Agu
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Twelve 
dogs, one 
snail and 

some twenty-
five humans 
attended a 
lively Animal 
Blessing Service 
on Saturday, 5 
October. 
Led by Dr. Frank Sauer, 
himself a lay Franciscan, 
the service marked the 
saint’s day of St. Francis 
of Assisi on 4 October. The 
dedicated service included 
hymns in praise of God’s 
creation and a number 
of thoughtful prayers that 
can be used, and reused, 
both by animal lovers the 
world over. One of my 
favourite prayers:

Lord God, 
you have made the heav-
ens and the earth by your 
great power. 
You created all things for 
your glory, 
yet there are those in your 
Creation who languish in 
pain and suffering, wheth-
er they are in the wild, on 
the streets, in captivity, or 
elsewhere. 

Deliver those who are 
hurt, abused, hungry, and 
forgotten. 
Please grant that they may 
be treated with the loving 
care and respect all your 
Creation demands, 
in the name of Jesus, Amen

Each animal was blessed 
by name by the Revd. 
Dr. Robert Kinney and 
while some were not fully 
convinced, others showed 
their appreciation with a 
friendly lick. The congrega-
tion—both two-legged and 
four-legged—enjoyed the 
harvest decoration that 
had been prepared for 
the Harvest Thanksgiv-
ing service the following 
day. The traditional group 
photo was less challenging 
than in the past. Possibly 
the attending congregation 
is growing accustomed to 
the annual event! 

The Animal Blessing 
Service owes much to 
the devotion of the Revd. 
Aileen Hackl who led it for 
many years following its 
introduction by the late 
Revd. Canon Jeremy Peake 
in the 1990s. Dr. Frank 
Sauer has done a fine job 
developing the service 
further and ensuring 
that it remains a popular 
spot on the Christ Church 
calendar.  

A service 
with a 
difference, 
led by Dr. 
Frank Sauer

X
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4
11

5

November 2019
MONDAY TUESDAY

10
3

17
24

18
25 26

12

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids Church
 18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids Church
18.00 Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist

Kids Church
10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service at Christ  

Church and Cunova, Slovakia
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids Church
 18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

Twenty-Second Sunday after 
Pentecost

Twenty-Third Sunday after 
Pentecost

Last after Pentecost
Christ the King

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

All Saints’ Day (transferred)

10.50 Remembrance  
service in

 Klagenfurt 
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21 232219

1 2
6

20
13

7 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Reading Group

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting 29 3028

161512
8 9

14

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

10.00 Solemn Eucharist

18.15 Prayers for the  
 Departed

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

12.45 UNcomplicated

16.00 Games evening 
for the Youth  
Group in the  
Church Centre

17.00 Concert at  
Christ Church

ADVENT BAZAAR 
in the MUSEUMS-

QUARTIER
11.00 - 18.00

St. Andrew

All Saints’ Day All Souls’ Day

F a s h i o n  i n  t h e  T h i r d  -  1 0 . 0 0 - 1 6 . 0 0
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9
16

10

First Sunday of Advent

Second Sunday of Advent

Third Sunday of Advent

Fourth Sunday of Advent

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

22.45 Midnight Mass

MONDAY TUESDAY

15
8

22
29

23
30 31

2 31

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church Nativity
18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church
18.00 Advent Carol Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church
16.00 Charity Carol Singalong
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

SUNDAY

First Sunday after Christmas

December 2019

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.30 Morning Prayer

16.30 New Year’s Eve  
 Service

New Year’s Eve

Christmas Eve
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17 18

1210

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

22.45 Midnight Mass

27 28
2120

13 14   
6 74 5

11
19   

18.00 Christmas  
 Service in  
 Klagenfurt

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Christ Church  
 volunteers at  
 s’Häferl

16.00 Christingle

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

08.00 Said Eucharist

10.00 Christmas
 Eucharist

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

08.30 Morning Prayer

16.30 New Year’s Eve  
 Service

St. Thomas

St. John Christmas Day St. Stephen

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given; and the government will be 
upon His shoulder. And His name will 
be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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Stewardship at Christ Church 
2019, Blessing of the Pledges

Early in November members, friends and 
associates of Christ Church will receive a 
letter through the post and via email from the 
church asking them to makes pledges of time, 
talent and treasure.

We are hoping to broaden our pledge base 
as a church community. Presently we have a 
pledge base of 72 persons/couples/families. 
If you have not made a pledge in the past 
please consider doing so now in prayer. Com-
plete the forms and send them to the church 
office for Friday 22 November at the latest to 
be blessed at the Sunday services on Sunday 
24 November.

Sunday Bible Study

If you are interested in studying the 
Bible with others, consider joining the 
Sunday morning Bible Study at 9.00, 
which is led and co-ordinated by this 
year’s intern Gabriel Byng. During No-
vember they will be looking at bibli-
cal readings to do with stewardship. 
Contact Gabe for further information: 
intern@christchurchvienna.org.

Super Sunday at  
Christ Church, 15 December

This year’s Kids Church nativity 
play is called Miracle at Christmas. 
If you would like your child/ren to 
participate in the nativity play con-
tact Melinda May at church or via 
the church office in good time. We 
hope and pray that many families 
will join us on Sunday, 15 December 
at 10.00 for what promises to be a 
joyful pre-Christmas celebration 

In the evening we will reassemble for 
the traditional service of Nine Les-
sons and Carols at which our church 
choir leads the singing and delights 
those who want to contemplate the 
mystery of God’s coming into the 
world as a human being before the 
busyness of preparing for the cel-
ebration of Christmas itself. Be ad-
vised that the service is not suitable 
for young children.

The usual service of Holy Commun-
ion according to the Book of Com-
mon Prayer will be celebrated at 
08.00.

Remembrance Sunday

Vienna 
The annual Commonwealth Service of Remem-
brance will be held on Sunday, 10 November 
following immediately on from the 10 o’clock 
service of Holy Communion (said). The Remem-
brance Sunday service begins at 10.50.  Space 
is limited. Come in good time to be seated. 
Doors open shortly after 10.40.

Cunovo, outside Bratislava, Slovakia  
A Remembrance Sunday service will be held at 
Cunovo on Sunday 10 November at 10.45. Dr 
Gabriel Byng will conduct the service.

Klagenfurt,Commonwealth 
War Graves Cemetery 
A Remembrance Day service will be held at the 
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in Kla-
genfurt (Lilientahlstr.) on Monday 11 Novem-
ber starting at 10.50. 
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Valentines Day 2020

Looking ahead - A date for your diaries. 
On Friday 14 February there will be an 
opportunity for couples to affirm their 
marriage vows at Christ Church. The 
service will be followed by a reception 
in a special venue during which the CC 
Jazz ensemble will play. The short ser-
vice will commence at 17.00. Details 
to follow. Couples will need to register 
for planning purposes.

Last Chance Carols

Christina and Mike Stevens are hosting 
a “Last Chance Carols Bring and Share” 
on 3 January, starting at 16.00. For a 
final sing of some of our beautiful carols, 
poetry reading, delicious food and warm 
company, this is a date for your diaries!

Confirmation Classes

Prayer Ministry

It is good to be able to report that the Prayer Min-
istry continues to meet regularly. The next meet-
ing is on Wednesday, 13 November at 19.00 in 
the Church Centre. Contact the Chaplain or other 
members of the prayer ministry at Christ Church 
letting us know of any specific prayer requests that 
you have for us to include in our time of prayer.

New Year’s Eve

There will be a said Eucharist with Car-
ols on 31 December at 16.30. The reg-
ular Wednesday service of Holy Com-
munion will be celebrated at 9.30 on 
New Year’s Day.

Confirmation classes begin in the New Year. 
Two questions from the Revised Catechism 
of the Church of England about confirmation.  

“45. What is Confirmation? Confirmation is 
the ministry by which, through prayer with 
the laying on of hands by the Bishop, the Holy 
Spirit is received to complete what the Spirit 
began in Baptism, and to give strength for the 
Christian life. 

46. What is required of persons to be con-
firmed? It is required that persons to be con-
firmed should have been baptized, be suf-
ficiently instructed in the Christian Faith, be
penitent for their sins, and be ready to confess 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and obey him as Lord.”

 Please register for confirmation classes after 
first speaking with the Chaplain.

Christingle Service! Note the earlier date! Do not be caught out!

Once again we will be holding a Christingle service for the youngest members of the church fam-
ily on Saturday 7 December at 1600. Christingle means ‘Christ-Light’ reminding us that Jesus’ 
coming at Christmas is like a light coming into darkness. The first Christingle service was held 
in central Europe around 1747. The service encouraged children to keep a candle burning in the 
window of their home so that people passing by reminded of Christ as the light of the world. All 
those with young children and the young at heart are welcome to this service. If you like to help 
with the preparations contact Erica Schenk via the Church Office.
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Mike 
Stevens 
on the life 
and works 
of W.H. 
Auden

Wystan 
Hugh 
Auden 

may have been 
the most im-
portant English-
language writer 
of the 20th 
century never 
to win the 
Nobel Prize for 
Literature. 
The tact and politick-
ing needed to impress a 
Scandinavian prize jury 
were completely alien to his 
nature. He never lifted a fin-
ger or pen to flatter anyone, 
yet his remarkable poetry 
shows a sensibility that tow-
ers over the works of many 
others. Nobel prize-winning 
poet Joseph Brodsky once 
said of Auden, “he had the 
greatest mind of the twenti-
eth century.”

I recently had occasion to 
study some of his poems 
and came away with new 
admiration for his achieve-
ment. Actually, it was a 
challenge for someone 
as literal-minded as I am 
to grasp something of 

the subtle and brilliant 
radiance of his mind. One 
often has to dig into one 
of his poems like peel-
ing an artichoke, paying 
attention to the punctua-
tion and flow of the words, 
doing some looking up in a 
dictionary, and reading the 
poem slowly aloud more 
than once before its mean-
ing starts to be revealed. 

Auden’s work is admired 
both for its technical 
accomplishment and for 
reflecting his wide-ranging 
intellect and interests. 
His poems touch on art, 
manners, society, politics, 
news of the day, science, 
Christian belief, and the 
deeply personal. It’s his 
genius to write in a disarm-
ingly conversational style, 
yet all the while displaying 
great virtuosity of form. 

I think his greatest poem 
is Musée des Beaux Arts, 
a reflection on two won-
derful Bruegel paintings, 
one of which, The Fall of 
Icarus, hangs in Vienna’s 
Kunsthistorisches Mu-
seum. The other, Massa-
cre of the Innocents, is in 
Brussels. Both paintings 
depict tragedies. In three 
short stanzas, Auden con-
veys to us the interweav-
ing of human suffering 
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and the indifference of 
everyday life to tragedy. 
The opening four lines 
state his meditation on 
this aspect of the human 
condition:

About suffering they were 
never wrong, 
The Old Masters, how well 
they understood 
Its human position; how it 
takes place 
While someone else is eat-
ing or opening a window 
or just walking dully along.

Probably his most famous 
poem for those who have 
seen the very popular 
1994 movie, Four Wed-
dings and a Funeral, is 
Funeral Blues, which 
is recited by a grieving 
mourner at his friend’s 
funeral, played by Scots-
man John Hannah. Typical 
of Auden, he conveys deep 
emotion through under-

statement in four simple 
stanzas, the first stanza 
setting the tone:

Stop all the clocks, cut off 
the telephone, 
Prevent the dog from bark-
ing with a juicy bone, 
Silence the pianos and 
with muffled drum 
Bring out the coffin, let the 
mourners come.

Christened Wystan Hugh 
Auden but better known 
by his initials, he grew up 
comfortably in a middle-
class English family and 
attended Oxford Univer-
sity. At the age of 23, his 
first book of poems was 
published. Before he was 
out of his twenties, he was 
already recognized as a 
formidable poet. 

Deeply affected by the 
darkening politics of 
Europe in the 1930s, he 

went to Spain in 1936 
when its civil war broke 
out. The loyalist govern-
ment disappointed his 
hope of serving at the 
front. Recognizing his 
literary reputation, he 
was asked instead to 
write propaganda. After 
a few weeks, however, 
he returned to England. 
Accompanied by his friend, 
the novelist Christopher 
Isherwood, he subse-
quently visited China to 
observe the Sino-Japanese 
War, which had broken 
out in 1937. Reinforced 
by these experiences, his 
political sentiments were 
vaguely on the left but 
generally sour throughout 
his life, though he never 
subordinated his writing to 
propaganda for any party 
or cause. 
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In 1939, he moved to New 
York City, where he spent 
the remainder of his life, 
off-and-on, becoming an 
American citizen in 1946. 
His relocation to America 
before the outbreak of 
World War Two in Europe 
was criticized by those 
who thought he should 
have stayed in Britain to 
support the war effort. 
However, his poem, 
September 1, 1939, was 
much admired, with its 
famous phrase, “the clever 
hopes expire, of a low, 
dishonest decade”

As the war ended, he was 
sent to Germany as part of 
the U.S. Strategic Bombing 
Survey that interviewed 
Germans from all walks of 
life to assess the effective-
ness of the allies’ bombing 
campaign against German 
cities. In the 1920s Auden 
had spent time living and 
travelling in Germany and 
Austria and was fluent in 
German. 

Political conviction and 
close involvement with 
German literary figures 
combined to lead him in 
1935 to a sham marriage 
with Erika Mann, the 
daughter of Germany’s 
great writer Thomas Mann, 
enabling her to escape 

from Nazi Germany. 
Auden’s continuing affinity 
to the German-speaking 
world is attested to in po-
ems of his which incorpo-
rate snatches of German. 

Brought up in the Church 
of England, Auden after 
1940 combined his quirky 
private life with a redis-
covered Christian faith. 
Many of his poems allude 
subtly to his renewed 
Anglicanism. One example: 
Whitsunday in Kirchstetten 
was written in 1962. He 
begins, “Komm Schöpfer 
Geist [Come, Creator Spir-
it], and writes with good 
humor: “When Mass is 
over, although obedient to 
Canterbury, I shall be well-
gruss-gotted, and asked to 
contribute to Caritas.” 

Whatever his personal 
flaws, this gifted man’s 
Christian sensibility comes 
through again and again 
in his poetry like these two 
lines from The More Lov-
ing One:  
If equal affection cannot 
be,  
Let the more loving one 
be me. 

His The Age of Anxi-
ety brought him in 1948 
America’s highest literary 
award, the Pulitzer Prize 
for Poetry.

He was no admirer of 
technological progress. His 
poem Moon Landing took 
a dim view of the astro-
nauts’ achievement, as-
serting: “We were always 
adroiter with objects than 
lives, and more facile at 
courage than kindness.” 

In any event, he knew well 
most of the men and wom-
en of letters in Britain and 
America and made a mem-
orable impression upon all 
who met him. He could be 
lively and unpredictable in 
conversation. That point 
was brought home to me 
this past summer when I 
had occasion to chat with 
an American publisher, 
Steven Isenberg, who, as a 
college student in the early 
1960s, had lunch with 
Auden. He asked Auden 
what he liked most about 
New York City. Auden re-
plied, “Jewish jokes. Know 
any good ones?” 

Auden actually spent the 
summers of his final years 
in the village of Kirch-
stetten, about 30 miles 
west of Vienna. He shared 
his modest home with 
the minor American poet 
Chester Kallman. His cot-
tage has been maintained 
as a small writer’s home 
museum, with visits by 
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appointment. I wandered 
through it with a friend 
some years ago. The villag-
ers remember him fondly 
for his donation of funds 
for replacement of the 
organ in the church where 
he attended Mass during 
his summer holidays. 

He died suddenly of con-
gestive heart failure after 
giving a talk in Vienna. 
He is buried in the church 
graveyard in Kirchstetten 
under a cross with the sim-
ple inscription in English 
under his name, “Poet and 
Man of Letters.”

Happy Birthday, Herbert

On Sunday, 6 October 
we wished one of the 

pillars of our community a 
happy eightieth birthday. 
Surrounded by his family, 
Herbert received a bless-
ing from the Chaplain and 
Assistant Curate during 
the 10.00 service. The rest 
of us looked on both with 
pride and disbelief that 
someone with the energy, 
skill and vigour of Herbert 
Stenzenberger should be 
joining the ranks of octo-
genarians. 

After the service, we 
continued to celebrate in 
the Church Centre, forti-
fied with delicious snacks 
prepared by Herbert and 
Vivian’s daughters. We 
raised our glasses in love 
and gratitude to someone 
who has tirelessly con-
tributed so much both to 
our church building and to 
church life. 

X

X
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How many 
castles 
are there 

in the Czech 
Republic: about 
(a) 200 (b) 800 
(c) 2000 or (d) 
1200? 
This was one of 30 multiple 
choice quiz questions de-
vised by Judy to enliven our 
journey to Lednice in South 
Moravia and to prepare us 
for the day ahead. It was 
amazing how far educated 
guesswork took some of 
us! The answer, by the way, 
is 2,000—a concentration 
of castles to land mass 
surpassed only by Wales! 

The reward for our endeav-
ours was a mid morning 
Kaffee und Kuchen stop 
at the Eisenhuthaus in 
the delightful town of 
Poysdorf. Once on the 
road again all eyes were 
on the magical landscape 
we were travelling through: 
hills of the softest shades 
of green and fields cob-
bled with pumpkins, all 
enhanced by the golden 
September light. 

It was a glorious day to 
be visiting Lednice Palace 

with its superb formal gar-
dens and the huge park 
that surrounds it. 

Lednice first passed into 
the hands of the House of 
Liechtenstein in the 13th 
century and it was one of 
their summer residences 
up until 1945. 

Our first stop was the 19th 
century Palmhaus, filled 
with both exotic and more 
familiar plants, all thriving 
in the semi-tropical condi-
tions. One of the palms 
was 400 years old but the 
beauty of the myriad leaf 
shapes alone was enough 
to cause me to pause 
and ponder the wonder of 
Creation. 

What you see of the 
Palace itself, apart from 
the fine Baroque stables, 
is also 19th century: 
the former Renaissance 
building and then its 
Baroque replacement both 
torn down in their time. 
Walking into the hall with 
our guide, Anna, it was 
easy to imagine European 
aristocracy arriving for 
sumptuous banquets and 
balls and surely being as 
impressed as we were 
by the exquisite carved 
wooden panelling in every 
room, all made in Vienna 
itself and in an unbeliev-

Rosalind 
Shakespear 
describes 
this year’s 
Parish 
Outing to 
Lednice 
Castle in 
the Czech 
Republic
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able eight years. There 
were many treasures to 
be seen throughout the 
rooms open to the public: 
two banners “For King and 
Country” from the Battle 
of Wagram; a portrait of 
Caroline of Liechtenstein, 
said to be the most beauti-
ful woman of her day; a 
chair that transformed into 
a small set of stairs to en-
able you to reach books on 
the top shelf of the library; 
an “African Room” filled 
with objects collected from 
travels in Africa, as well as 
original Chinese wallpa-
per depicting humans as 
smaller than the birds and 
the animals. Nature itself, 
as the Chinese believed, 

taking precedence over 
us mortals. One ornate 
mirror came with a rider: 
if women looked at it long 
enough they would be-
come both rich and beauti-
ful, not so for the men. 
They stood to become 
both toothless and bald! 

Original 16th century ar-
mour was the centrepiece 
of the Knights’ Hall and 
in one of the final rooms 
an intricately carved ivory 
altarpiece dating from the 
turn of the 15th century 
showed the genealogy of 
Christ.

A curiosity of Lednice is 
the Minaret, built at the 
turn of the 18th and 19th 

centuries by Prince Alois 
1 in revenge for the locals 
scuppering his plans to 
build a Catholic church in 
the town. It was certainly 
a landmark and a good 
place to head to after our 
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tour of the Palace. The 
grounds were beautiful and 
allowed plenty of time for 
walking and talking before a 
large circle was completed 
and we arrived back at the 
Palace, while the less en-
ergetic enjoyed a leisurely 
boat ride with an interest-
ing commentary in Czech, 
English and German. 

There was just time to 
see the formal gardens, 
whose subtle flower com-
binations rivalled those 
of the Belvedere here in 
Vienna, before our service 
of worship, celebrating 
Creationtide, in the Palace 
chapel. A lively group 
photo before getting on 
the coach completed our 
visit to Lednice, but not 
our day. This finished in a 
friendly local restaurant in 
the town of Valtice where, 
after singing Grace, we 
were served a delicious 
and very welcome meal. 

A good reason for another 
future visit to Valtice is 
the Baroque chateau 
that dominates the town, 
another former residence 
of the Liechtenstein family. 
I have since learnt that 
there is an ongoing court 
case between the Czech 
Government and the 
Liechtensteins, who want 

to return to both Valtice 
and Lednice.

A harvest moon accompa-
nied our journey back and 
on arrival in Vienna we 
expressed our gratitude to 
Herr Stevan, our very able 
and accommodating driver 
for the day.

Parish outings take us 
to new places and also 
provide opportunities to 
converse and to get to 
know one another better. 
Huge thanks to Judy for all 
the planning and superb 
organization behind yet 
another very enjoyable 
and worthwhile day away 
from Vienna! X
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TRANSFIXED! There is no other word to describe 
my sentiments on Friday evening, 18 October, 
as I sat in our church listening to a choir of ten 
to twelve year-olds singing their heart out. The 
youngsters were pupils at Kenton College Pre-
paratory School in Kenya’s capital, Nairobi, and 
were in Vienna for a week’s singing tour. Their 
obvious love of music, enthusiasm, engagement 
and glorious voices brought simultaneously tears 
to our eyes and smiles to our lips. Their secular 
and religious repertoire ranged from a number of 
well-known Kenyan songs (including, of course, 
Malaika and Jambo Bwana) to Roger and Ham-
merstein’s Edelweiss and Lionel Bart’s I’d do 
anything. The Impossible dream by one young 
soloist was impossibly beautiful. In deference to 
the choir’s visit to Vienna, a skilful young pianist 
treated us to a Mozart piece on the piano.

At one stage the audience was encouraged to 
move with the choir to the rhythm, and we were 
delighted to oblige. 

The newly appointed Ambassador of Kenya to 
Vienna, H.E. Robinson Njeru Githae introduced 
himself to the congregation and warmly con-
gratulated the youngsters on their performance, 
sentiments that found a resounding echo in the 
appreciative audience. 

Kenton College Preparatory School visits Christ Church

X
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The third 
Inspired 
evening of 

jazz and gospel 
took place on a 
warm autumnal 
evening, delight-
ing an audience 
of music lovers 
at Christ Church. 
"Inspired III" featured the 
homegrown Christ Church 
Vienna Jazz Ensemble 
with special guest Carole 
Alston. The ensemble 
(Peter Kyriakos on tenor 
saxophone, Oliver Knappl 
on bass guitar, Asen 
Mihaylov on drums, Robert 
S. Kinney on keyboards 
and Johanna Cabili-Reuss 
on vocals) gave us a varied 
set of jazz and blues 
favourites. With their cool 
vibes, they took us 500 
miles high, told us there 
ain't no sunshine, and flew 
us to the moon. 

With an exhortation to 
"Get happy", Johanna then 
joined the stage. Showing 
an impressive vocal and 
stylistic range, she treated 
us to a mix of gospel, jazz 
and blues, including the 

much loved hymn Crown 
him with many crowns, 
this time with an upbeat 
modern twist. 

After a short word in the 
interval from Assistant 
Curate and resident jazz 
pianist Revd. Dr. Robert 
Kinney, in which he took 
us to the heart of the gos-
pel message of freedom 
in Christ from the bond-
age of a broken world, we 
were once again bathed in 
the mellow tones of Miles 
Davis and co. For the last 
set, Carole joined the en-
semble: with her rich dark 
tones effortlessly swelling 
to fill the church, she took 
us on a deeply moving gos-
pel journey, giving musical 
expression to Robert's 
words of inspiration. Her a 
capella rendition of There 
is a balm in Gilead brought 
tears to the eyes of many 
in the pews.  

The evening was com-
pleted by a wine and 
cheese reception hosted 
by Rosalind Shakespear 
and her team of Social 
Committee stalwarts. To 
judge by the number of 
glasses to be washed and 
the unwillingness of many 
to go home, the evening 
was a roaring success! 
For those who enjoyed the 
evening and are not yet 

Sally 
Reading 
writes 
about an 
enjoyable 
jazz and 
gospel 
evening 
at Christ 
Church 
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'in the know', the church's 
regular Six O'clock Service 
(SOS) also features the 
jazz ensemble. The SOS 
is a contemporary form 
of the traditional Anglican 
service of Holy Commun-
ion, providing a welcoming 
place to find fellowship 
and explore the Christian 
faith.

The event was the first in a 
weekend of "Homecoming" 
events and services de-
signed to welcome back all 
those interested in recon-
necting with Christ Church 
Vienna. In introducing the 
evening's programme, our 
chaplain Patrick pointed 
out the many outreach, en-
vironmental, pastoral and 

charitable initiatives form-
ing the life and mission of 
our church community and 
encouraged us all to get 
inspired and get involved. 

This early October evening 
of musical inspiration was 
indeed a song of praise to 

the Lord, maybe not with 
the ram's horn and harp 
of the psalmist, but with 
the tenor sax and bass 
guitar of today's world. As 
Psalm 103 has it, "Praise 
the Lord, O my soul; all my 
inmost being, praise his 
holy name".  

Photo by Robert Reuss

From the Church Registers

Christopher Franz Peniston-Bird on Sunday, 20 October at Christ 
Church

The funeral of Jennifer Bauer took place at the Eßlinger Friedhof on 
27 September

Frank Graf passed away peacefully on 25 October. Our condolences 
to his wife Mary. Funeral arrangements to be announced.

X
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On 13 
October 
2019, 

John Henry 
Newman was 
canonised by the 
Roman Catholic 
Church. 
Cardinal Newman was an 
Anglican priest, profes-
sor, and theologian who 
famously converted to Ro-
man Catholicism in 1846. 
He is the first English non-
martyr since the Reforma-
tion to have been canon-
ised (i.e. recognized as a 
saint), but because of his 
“swimming of the Tiber”, 
many Anglicans may be 
reticent to celebrate this 
month’s events. In this 
article, I want to highlight 
some of the gems of the 
life and work of Saint 
John Henry Newman and 
convince you that there 
is much to celebrate and 
learn from his example. 

My own celebrations will 
have involved attending 
Thanksgiving Mass, cele-
brated by Vincent Cardinal 
Nichols at the Brompton 
Oratory Church. John 
Henry Newman dwells with 

Christ in glory, therefore 
let us keep the feast! 

First, Newman recognised 
the importance of a Chris-
tian education; statistics 
show that a dispropor-
tionately high number of 
adult Christians came to 
faith before the age of 25. 
It is for this reason that 
he was instrumental in 
establishing the Catholic 
University of Ireland (now 
University College, Dublin), 
and it is thus fitting that 
many universities (among 
them Newman University 
Birmingham), as well as 
faculties and departments 
are named in his honour. 

I am delighted that Christ 
Church now has a Youth 
and Young Adults’ Worker, 
a new initiative since my 
days at Christ Church. How 
we pass on the gift of faith 
that we have inherited to 
the next generation is of 
crucial importance.

Secondly, Newman placed 
a high value on the Church 
as the body of Christ. It 
was this that led him to 
divert from the conserva-
tive evangelical faith in 
which he had been raised. 
He recognised that faith is 
never an individual matter, 
but about living in commu-
nity. In a world pervaded 

Ben O’Neill 
on the life 
and work 
of newly 
canonised 
Saint John 
Henry 
Newman
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by individualism, we can 
be forgiven for thinking 
that the Christian faith is 
something that we can live 
out ourselves – it’s about 
how I live as an individual 
and my individual choices 
– but Newman offers a 
much-needed challenge to 
this view. To embrace the 
Catholic tradition of the 
Anglican way is to recog-
nise that the Church is far 
greater than we can see 
or imagine. The Church 
truly was, for Newman, the 
“vision glorious,” spanning 
earth and heaven. This is 
the title of the book writ-
ten by Dr. Geoffrey Rowell, 
the late Bishop of Gibraltar 
in Europe, detailing the 
personalities of the Oxford 
Movement, the group to 
which Newman belonged.

In a sermon preached on 
Church Unity, taking Mat-
thew 16 as its text, and in-
spired by the language of 
1 Kings, Newman writes: 

But while the Church of 
Christ is literally what the 
world calls a party, it is 
something far higher also. 
It is not an institution of 
man, not a mere political 
establishment, not a crea-
ture of the state, depend-
ing on the state's breath, 
made and unmade at its 

will, but it is 
a Divine so-
ciety, a great 
work of God, 
a true relic 
of Christ and 
His Apostles, 
as Elijah's 
mantle upon 
Elisha, a 
bequest 
which He 
has left us, and which we 
must keep for His sake; a 
holy treasure which, like 
the ark of Israel, looks like 
a thing of earth, and is ex-
posed to the ill-usage and 
contempt of the world, but 
which in its own time, and 
according to the decree of 
Him who gave it, displays 
to-day, and to-morrow, and 
the third day, its miracles, 
as of mercy so of judg-
ment, "lightnings, and 
voices, and thunderings, 
and an earthquake, and 
great hail."

It is a fairly long quote, 
but I make no apology for 
failing to trim it down! The 
Church and her holy sacra-
ments are a “treasure” but 
“look like a thing of earth”. 
We might say that the 
sacraments are all about 
seeing God at work in the 
mundane: the simple ele-
ments of bread and wine, 
water, oil, the simple laying 

on of hands, the simple 
words ‘I absolve you,’ all 
become the means by 
which grace is conferred.

It was this sacramental 
understanding of the faith 
that inspired Newman as 
founder of the Birmingham 
Oratory in his work with 
the poor and most vulner-
able in the local society. 
Seeing God in the mun-
dane inspired Newman, 
inspires us, to recognise 
the Image of God in the 
homeless, the prisoner, 
the orphan. 

And at the very least we 
can celebrate a man who 
showed exemplary devo-
tion to prayer. He writes 
how “a habit of prayer, 
the practice of turning to 
God and the unseen world 
in every season, in every 
place, in every emergency 
has what may be called a 
natural effect in spiritualiz-
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ing and elevating the soul. 
A man is no longer what 
he was before; gradually 
… he has imbibed a new 
set of ideas, and become 
imbued with fresh princi-
ples.”

His classic text, Apolo-
gia pro vita sua, which I 
discovered very late one 
evening whilst volun-
teering at a shelter for 
homeless men here in 
Cambridge, is written in 
many ways as a defence. 
He has by this point 
resigned his post as An-
glican Vicar of Saint Mary 
Oxford. It is a humbling 
read. Even if we remain 
ultimately unconvinced by 
his decision to leave the 
Church of England, we can 
be confident that it was a 
decision rooted in prayer, 
conscience, and an ab-
solute desire to be closer 
to God. It is also interest-
ing to note how personal 
this book is; there are no 
recommendations, but a 
sense that each is called 
to a particular and pecu-
liar vocation. 

We also see this in his 
Meditations and Devo-
tions: “God has created 
me to do Him some defi-
nite service. He has com-
mitted some work to me 

which He has not commit-
ted to another. I have my 
mission. I may never know 
it in this life, but I shall 
be told it in the next. I am 
a link in a chain, a bond 
of connection between 
persons.” 

Our task, following New-
man’s example, is to work 
out what our own place is, 
what particular gifts God 
has endued us with, how 
we can contribute in our 
own way to growing God’s 
Kingdom at Christ Church, 
in Vienna, and in the world 
around us. This may be 
a useful way of thinking 
about stewardship and giv-
ing of time and resources, 
themes which I know you 
have been considering 
recently. 

Finally, let us rejoice at 
the ecumenical nature 
of this month’s events. 
He truly is a shared saint 
for Anglicans and Roman 
Catholics. 

So prompted by New-
man’s witness, let us ask 
ourselves this month: do 
we genuinely view our 
faith and the Church as a 
gift, and how committed 
are we to passing on its 
treasures? How do the 
sacraments shape the way 
we live our lives as Chris-

tians? How rooted are we 
in prayer? What can we as 
individuals contribute to 
the life of the Church? 

And in his own words, 
Praise to the holiest in the 
height and in the depth be 
praise! Or from his Dream 
of Gerontius, Adoration 
ay be given, with and 
through the angelic host, 
to the God of earth and 
heaven, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. Amen and God 
Bless you all.                    X

Dear brothers and 
sisters,

Greetings from Cam-
bridge. Be assured of 
my prayers and good 
wishes for you all. I 
miss Christ Church, 
but am enjoying being 
based, once again, 
at Little St. Mary’s, 
Cambridge. 

It was a privilege and 
honour to serve at 
Christ Church last 
year, and I am delight-
ed that this magazine, 
as well as the weekly 
Wrap, continue to 
offer me a link to the 
community. 

Ben, the Intern 
Emeritus
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A Wee Ceilidh

In the event, not so wee: a good crowd turned out on Thursday, 10 October, for what has 
become a permanent and popular event on the Christ Church social calendar, thanks 
to the effort and inspiration of David Hope. This year found us in the British Embassy 

clubroom, where there was space for twelve couples to hop, skip and jump around the 
room in various directions as some struggled with unfamiliar steps. In addition to familiar 
favourites including The Dashing White Sergeant, The Gay Gordans and Canadian Barn 
Dance, we turned and twisted to the Circle Waltz, where gentlemen flung the lady next to 
them with varying degrees of gentleness, to her next “partner”. Live music was provided 
by Dave Hall and friends on the accordion, saxophone and fiddle: three very accom-
plished musicians indeed who greatly contributed to our enjoyment. 

The ceilidh was as usual a fund-raiser for Christ Church in addition to being an evening 
of undiluted fun for both dancers and those cheering them on. A big thank-you to David 
Hope, David and Judy Hall and all those involved in making it possible. 

Photos by Jam
es M

ofrad

X
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Nov 1 (Fri) 10.00 All Saints´ Solemn Eucharist

Nov 2 (Sat) 18.15 All Souls´ Day Prayers for the Departed

Nov 3 (Sun)  All Saints’ Day transferred

  18.00 Evensong

Nov 6 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group: The Leopard 

   by Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa

Nov 10 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday services at Christ Church  

   and Cunovo (Slovakia)

Nov 11 (Mon) 10.50 Remembrance Day Service at the Commonwealth  

  . War Graves Cemetery in Klagenfurt

Nov 13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Nov 16 (Sat) 11.00 Advent Bazaar, MuseumsQuartier

Nov 22 (Fri) 17.00 Concert: Vocalodie

Nov 23 (Sat) 16.00 Games evening for the youth of the church

Nov 27 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting

Nov 28 (Thurs) 12.45 UNcomplicated

Nov 27-30  10.00- A week of Fashion in the Third at the  

16.00   Church Centre

Dec 1 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Dec 7 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ‘s Häferl

  16.00 Christingle

Dec 8 (Sun) 16.00 Charity Carols Singalong

Dec 12 (Thurs) 18.00 Christmas service, Klagenfurt

Dec 15 (Sun) 10.00 Nativity (Kids’ Church)

  18.00 Nine Lessons & Carols

Dec 24 (Tues) 22.45 Midnight Mass with Carols

Dec 25 (Wed) 10.00 Christmas Eucharist with Carols

Dec 31 (Tues) 16.30 New Year’s Eve service

Jan 3 (Fri) 16.00 Last Chance Carols at the home of Mike and  

   Christina Stevens

Jan 14 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Israel today
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Bazaar Coordinators Diana Dopheide and Philip Reading 
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 
Bible Study (Sun.)  Gabriel Byng 
Church Shop Diana Dopheide  
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri  
Crossways Judy Castelino 
Mailing list Erica Schenk 
Electoral Roll Alexander Rösch  
Environment Officer Monika Weber-Fahr 
Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger    
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear* 
Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran 
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley 
Librarian  Ian Begg  
Pledge Envelopes  Church Office 
Prayer Ministry  Patrick Curran 
Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet 
Publicity  Robert Kinney 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 
Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk 
Servers  vacant  
Sidespersons rota Manfred Reiter 
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear 
Soundings (Tues. eve) Patrick Curran 
Youth/Young Adult Group Elliot Ramos 
Website Robert Kinney 

Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 

Rev. Robert Kinney 

Lay Vice-Chairman Philip Reading 
Churchwardens Philip Reading 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Hon. Treasurer Ben Dannenmaier 
Archdeaconry  Synod Morkor Korley 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Miranda Kopetzky 

Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 

Sunday Ajayi 
Sam Ifeagwu 
Melinda May 

Council Members

 

Hyacinth Österlin 
Alexander Rösch 
Frank Sauer
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