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All the nations will be gathered before the Lord 
God, and the Lord God  will separate people 

one from another as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats

Matthew 25:32
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    CHRIST CHURCH SHOP 
Tel:  01-718 4634 
Salesianergasse 20 
1030 Vienna 
Opening hours: 
Tuesday-Friday: 9.30-16.00 
Saturday: 09.30-12.00 

Creationtide is being celebrated at Christ Church this 
year, starting on 1 September until 4 October, the feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi. Our annual Animal Blessing Service 
is on Saturday, 5 October. 
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Judy

EDITORIAL

By now most readers will have returned from what I trust was a refreshing vacation, 
either abroad, in the Austrian countryside or simply within the peace of their own 

homes. A break from the routine of work, study or homemaking may be peaceful and 
restful, or may involve new experiences, insights and encounters that enrich our lives. 
My own two-week journey on a 5,000 passenger cruise ship during the school holidays 
visiting six countries of Northern Europe fell firmly into the second category! The exuber-
ance, the noise, the multitude of nationalities, the abundance of food, drink, entertain-
ment and above all children on board were often overwhelming and in marked contrast 
to our last cruise, a delightful but sedate cruise on the River Douro largely for senior 
citizens that featured port wine tasting as opposed to discos, karaoke and salsa dancing 
lessons. 

The highlight of our latest cruise was undoubtedly the itinerary: magnificent cities and 
breathtaking landscapes. In all cities, I took time to visit churches that ranged from the 
majestic to the rustic and I have happy memories of all of them. We attended a Sunday 
morning service at St. Alban’s in Copenhagen, where David and Elisabeth Stanners are 
remembered with affection, sat quietly for a while in a small, wooden church on a Finn-
ish island and admired the awe-inspiring cathedral turned museum of St. Isaac in St. 
Petersburg (where part of the building is reserved for church services). The Norwegian 
fjords, viewed from our cabin balcony before sunrise, were an inspiring example of God’s 
creation on the third day. At the Atlantic Seapark in Alesund, Norway, we could admire 
God’s creation on the fifth day. Indeed, throughout our two-week journey we had ample 
opportunity to wonder at the diversity of creation, whether in the form of pristine water-
falls, vast forests, mountain lakes ... or even our fellow passengers who hailed from every 
corner of the world, spoke diverse languages, yet gelled for two weeks into a happy, 
carefree, homogeneous group—God’s creation on the sixth day. We are for the first time 
celebrating Creationtide at Christ Church. We must make sure to press the pause button 
in our busy lives during the coming weeks to give it the honour it deserves. 
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From the 
Desk of the 
Chaplain, 
the Revd. 
Canon  
Patrick 
Curran

The figure 
of Moses 
looms 

large in the 
Christian mind. 
It is Moses who leads the 
people of Israel out of 
the land of slavery to the 
Promised Land. It is Moses 
who receives the Ten Com-
mandments. But how did it 
all begin? 

It begins with a God who 
hears and a God who 
sees. Who does God hear 
and who does he see? 
He hears the Israelite 
people’s prayer in the form 
of a cry and sees their 
suffering. He hears the 
people who are held in 
captivity. “Then the Lord 
God said, ‘The cry of the 
Israelites has now come 
to me; I have also seen 
how the Egyptians oppress 
them. So come, I will send 
you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people, the Israelites, out 
of Egypt.’”(Exodus 3.9)

The oppression that God 
sees is described a few 
verses earlier. Again it is 
God who speaks. “I have 
observed the misery of my 
people who are in Egypt; 
I have heard their cry on 

account of their taskmas-
ters. Indeed, I know their 
suffering….” The whole 
passage is worth reading 
(Exodus 3.1-9). My reason 
for drawing your attention 
to this passage is because 
it paints a picture of God 
as not being indifferent to 
the plight of the Israelites, 
his people. 

Before proceeding I want 
to point out that it is while 
Moses is working, leading 
his father-in-law’s flock 
beyond the wilderness, 
that God makes himself 
known to Moses. The pas-
sage more than suggests 
that Moses needs to make 
a decision about carrying 
on with his work or turning 
aside. “Then Moses said, 
I must turn aside, and see 
this great sight....” What 
is the great sight that he 
sees? He sees as he says 
a bush that is not burned 
up. 

How often do we carry on, 
rather than turn aside, 
because our lives have be-
come too busy, and miss 
such moments in our lives, 
in the life of our church 
and in the life of the world. 
Imagine for a moment if 
Moses had chosen not to 
turn aside because he was 
busy leading the flock—
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what that could have 
meant for the oppressed 
people of Israel.

What struck me especially 
about this passage are 
the people, the body of 
Israelites, the collective. It 
is their prayer that reaches 
God in the form of a cry. 
It is this prayer that God 
hears having seen their 
misery. Before Moses we 
have the people. It is the 
people who through prayer 
(the articulation of their 
concern) move God to act. 
Today a cry is going up 
across the globe asking 
policy makers, decision 
takers, parliaments, 
churches, cities, chaplain-
cies, families etc. to act 
- to become good stewards
of the resources of crea-
tion amidst a changing
environment. The body

of Christ, the Church, is 
a living organism and is 
forever changing. To be 
alive is to change.  We can 
change for better or for 
worse. What we cannot do 
is remain the same even 
if we wanted to, because 
we are alive.  Anti-ageing 
creams will work for a 
while, but we will still age. 
As we have become aware, 
the environment in which 
we live, move and have 
our being is itself alive 
and interconnected. It is 
changing. It is reacting. It 
is alive.

In September our focus 
will be on the environment 
and our vocation as Chris-
tians to be good stewards. 
We will be observing 
Creationtide. Creationtide 
or the ‘Season of Creation’ 
is a period in the annual 

church calendar (from 1 
September to 4 October) 
dedicated to God as 
Creator and Sustainer of 
all life. We will observe 
the Creationtide Sunday 
lectionary readings. The 
Soundings sessions will 
focus on the environment: 
“The Creator’s View of 
Creation - What the Bible 
says about creation and 
our stewardship of it.” 
Kids Church will also be 
observing Creationtide. 
All Christ Church activities 
will endeavour to have a 
Creationtide focus. This is 
my hope. For the church 
council meeting this 
should mean a paper-free 
meeting. 

After Creationtide we will 
change gears. We will turn 
our attention to the stew-
ardship of our resources 
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Why am I confident? 
Because the resources are 
already present amongst 
us. I am confident because 
God hears our prayer. He 
sees our need. He sees 
that we are a commu-
nity wanting to stretch 
ourselves in our service to 
him. We want to follow. To 
follow is what it means to 
be a disciple following the 
example of Jesus, follow-
ing the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit. In cooperation 
with God it is our desire 
to grow the Church, while 
at the same remaining 

concerned for all who are 
made in his image. We will 
express that concern by 
how we take up Creation-
tide for our own growth 
and maturing in the Chris-
tian faith, as well as the 
teaching and sessions on 
stewardship, as it relates 
very specifically to Christ 
Church. 

I must share this thought 
with you. It is one I have 
been nursing for a long 
time because of the bibli-
cal witness. The first chal-
lenge is to meet our com-
mitments as a church, but 

ð

in the service of God’s 
Church with a special and 
concrete focus on Christ 
Church. These resources 
are the resources of time, 
talent and treasure mean-
ing money. All of us have 
the same amount of time. 
How do we use our time? 
Is there a ministry that you 
can be involved in? Often 
I hear that it is the same 
people shouldering an 
inordinate amount of the 
time needed to keep our 
activities ticking over. We 
are facing a time chal-
lenge. We are facing a 
recruitment challenge with 
a high turnover of people 
especially those who have 
the gift of leadership. We 
are facing a financial chal-
lenge. 

In part the latter has to do 
with substantial increases 
in Common Fund, a new 
location for the bazaar, 
new programmes at 
Christ Church, as well as 
the departure of leading 
members who have retired 
to their home countries or 
have moved for profession-
al reasons. I am sure that 
we have the resources to 
shoulder the challenge. 
The question for each one 
of us will be: Do we want 
to shoulder it? 
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From the Church Registers

Agatha Josefina Pohancenik-Wood, on 10 July at Christ Church.

Raunak Biswas-Ramanayake on 28 July at Christ Church.

The funeral of Pamela Graser took place on 16 July at Christ 
Church.

I am seriously wondering if 
we can go one step further 
and challenge ourselves to 
giving more, so that we not 
only reach our financial 
commitments, but that we 
have money left over to 
invest in new programmes 
to further strengthen our 
ministry in line with our 
mission statement.  The 
feeding of the five thou-
sand makes a startling 
claim.  “So they [the dis-
ciples] gathered them up, 
and from the fragments of 
the five barley loaves, left 
by those who had eaten, 
they filled twelve baskets.” 
(John 6.13)

We are well into July as I 
write this piece, but I am 

looking forward to the 
autumn at Christ Church. 
I know that September 
through November will be 
a special time for us what-
ever the outcome. In the 
meantime I remain hope-
ful that as a church we 
will be stronger and richer 
for it, afterwards knowing 
this and knowing it of each 
other. God hears. Good 
sees. God calls. God acts.  
In ending let us recall that 
Moses was called by God, 
because God saw and 
heard his people. Through 
that episode we learn that 
God is not indifferent nor 
should we be indifferent to 
being good stewards of the 
environment, God’s crea-
tion and Christ Church for 

which we have a specific 
responsibility as God’s 
people in this place.

Recommended reading: 

Laudato si, Pope Francis’ 
encyclical on the environ-
ment and human ecology, 
2015. It can be download-
ed from the internet.

Living with Other Crea-
tures: Green Exegesis and 
Theology, Richard Bauck-
ham, 2011.
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Our former 
intern, Ben 
O’Neill, 
provides 
food for 
thought on 
the theme 
of giving 
and sharing

First, let 
me thank 
you for the 

very generous 
send-off on 
Sunday, 30 
June, both at the 
10.00 and 18.00 
services and to 
all who made it 
possible. 
Johanna’s beautiful sing-
ing really caught me by 
surprise: there were tears 
in my eyes. Thank you too 
to those of you who gave 
gifts, including monetary 
and nutritional ones, all of 
which were much appreci-
ated. 

My time as a MES Intern 
among you was the best 
year I could have wished 
for. It was a real bless-
ing to be part of such 
a diverse, international 
community, and to gain 
so many experiences in a 
whole range of different 
aspects of chaplaincy life. 
The year was very much 
an enriching one, and one 
that affirmed my sense of 
vocation to the ordained 
ministry. I will cherish the 

memories and friendships 
forged for years to come. 
I would like particular 
to thank Patrick and his 
family, Mike, Robert, and 
the Churchwardens, as 
well as those who helped 
to accommodate me 
throughout the year: Clare 
Besnyö, Claudia Rapp and 
Dirk Hörder, Anne Petri, 
and Angela Peake-Herzog. 
I wish Dr Gabriel Byng 
all the very best as my 
successor, and know that 
you will extend an equally 
generous welcome to him. 

I know that this issue of 
Crossways is devoted to 
the theme of stewardship. 
The word steward and the 
German verb warten are 
etymologically connected. 
The idea being that just 
like the servants who are 
tasked with looking after 
the talents (or minas) in 
Luke’s Gospel (Lk 19:11-
27), we are expecting the 
return of Our Master, Our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. To recognise that 
we are ‘stewards, not own-
ers,’ words taken from our 
Christ Church revised Mis-
sion Statement of 2019, 
is to affirm, in the words 
of the historic catholic 
creeds of the Church, that 
Our Lord will ‘come again 
in glory.’ 
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What follows is amended 
from the final Wednesday 
morning homily I preached 
at Christ Church on 19 
June, based on the read-
ings for the day which 
were, 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
and the first eighteen 
verses of the sixth chapter 
of Matthew’s Gospel. We 
can afford to be gener-
ous stewards, because of 
the generosity that God 
shows to us in Creation, 
in the gift of life, and each 
and every time we gather 
around the Lord’s table to 
celebrate the Holy Myster-
ies. 

These two readings, from 
2 Corinthians and from 
Matthew’s Gospel, are all 
about giving. They offer a 
reminder that giving (stew-
ardship) is a key part of 
our discipleship. They call 

us to give generously and 
from the heart. And what’s 
more, that we can afford 
to give generously and 
from the heart, because 
our giving is to be in the 
context of the blessings 
that God gives to us. 

Paul writes: ‘Each of you 
must give as you have 
made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under com-
pulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.’

Why does God love a 
cheerful giver? Why does 
God care? He doesn’t 
need our money: indeed 
all of the riches in heaven 
and on earth are His any-
way. But rather he cares 
about our hearts and what 
we do with our money is a 
reflection of what is in our 
hearts. This is a question 

of motives. We are not 
to give out of a sense of 
duty – but our heart has to 
be in it. 

What does it mean, I 
wonder, for our hearts to 
be in our giving? Our giving 
has to be rooted in love for 
God. We give because God 
has freely and abundantly 
given to us. We have been 
looking at that abundance 
as a major theme of 
John’s Gospel throughout 
the year. The vast amount 
of wine at the wedding of 
Cana, the feeding of the 
five thousand; where not 
only there is enough bread 
and fish to go around, but 
copious amounts left over. 
God loves and provides for 
each one of us abundant-
ly, and it is in the context 
of this abundance that we 
are called and  freed to 
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give and serve – we can 
afford to give generously, 
because of God’s gener-
ous provision to each of us 
and our communities. 

Our giving has to be in the 
context of the sacraments, 
chiefly the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist  in which 
we receive freely, and are 
called to give freely and 
generously in return, in 
the context of the love 
and blessings that Paul 
describes in our reading, 
‘God is able to provide 
you with every blessing 
in abundance, so that by 
always having enough of 
everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good 
work.’ 

Having been with you for a 
year, it will be no surprise 
that I prefer to use the 
word Mass. This word is 
derived from the Latin mis-
sa, meaning ‘sent out’ or 
‘dismissed.’ Our worship 
service here in Church, 
Sunday by Sunday, is of 
course beautiful in itself, 
but what really matters is 
how it changes us. 

We receive generously and 
abundantly in the sacra-
ments, and are called to 
be just as generous in 
our response. This is the 
rationale of Paul in our 

first reading.  So, if we 
are only giving out of 
a sense of duty – out 
of our mind, rather 
than generously 
from our heart, 
we are only part 
of the way there. 

In Matthew’s Gospel, 
Jesus, just before 
teaching His disciples 
the Lord’s Prayer, 
says, ‘So whenever 
you give alms, do not 
sound a trumpet 
before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the 
streets, so that they 
may be praised by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward.’ 
Jesus, and Matthew in his 
recording, is quite clear 
that there is no place for 
giving merely to impress.  

And so our readings offer 
us a challenge: Do we 
give? In Matthew’s Gospel, 
Jesus doesn’t even ask 
this question. Note, ‘when-
ever you give alms’. Jesus 
assumes that we do. It is 
assumed. But what does 
our giving say about our 
hearts and our motiva-
tions? 

Is our heart in our giving, 
whether that is financial, 
or the giving of our time, 

gifts, talents, or the giving 
of the gift of faith and 
heritage of the Church to 
future generations and 
those whom we meet? 
What is our motivation? 
Where is our heart in our 
giving? Let us with the 
above in mind be confi-
dent to step out and take a 
plunge of generosity anew, 
trusting in God’s abundant 
and generous provision 
towards us. And let us 
be encouraged by Paul’s 
words that ‘God is able 
to provide us with every 
blessing in abundance, 
so that by always having 
enough of everything, we 
may share abundantly in 
every good work,’ to His 
Glory. Amen. 
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St.Francis 
of Assisi 
from 

whom the 
Franciscan 
order takes its 
name, did not 
start out in life 
as an obvious 
candidate for 
sainthood. 
Born in 1181 into a 
wealthy family, he enjoyed 
an indulged and carefree 
youth until he joined the 
military to fight the Peru-
gians. As he left for war, 
resplendant in his armour, 
he was sure that one 
day he would become a 
person of great fame and 
fortune. 

A strange dream made 
him return home, and 
opened his eyes to the 
poverty and disease that 
was rife in his own town. 
He turned his back on the 
rich wild crowd, gave away 
his money and posses-
sions, and dedicated the 
rest of his life to serving 
the sick and the poor.
He assembled a group 
of brethren whom he 

named the Friars Minor (or 
Little Brothers) and they 
eventually travelled all 
over Europe and beyond, 
preaching the Gospel.

At Christmas in 1223, 
Francis decided to recre-
ate Christ’s birthplace 
at a church in Greccio, 
complete with stable and 
animals. This was the first 
example of a Christmas 
crib, that has continued 
through the centuries as a 
beloved symbol of Christ-
mas. Francis considered 
all God’s creatures his 
friends, and such was his 
love of animals and birds 
that he tried to persuade 
the emperor to introduce 
a special law that would 
provide for animals as well 
as the poor.

Unlike many saints, a 
great deal is known, and 
has been written about, St. 
Francis, and his own writ-
ings have been published. 
He has lost none of his 
popular appeal over the 
centuries, and even those 
who do not embrace Chris-
tianity know something 
about his life. 

If one takes the time to 
read more extensively 
about him, it will be obvi-
ous that his love of 
animals was only one of 
many defining characteris-
tic. It is, however, what we 
will be remembering when 
we celebrate our Animal 
Blessing service on 5 Octo-
ber, a day after St. Francis 
of Assisi’s Day.
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September 2019
MONDAY TUESDAY

15
8
1

22
29

23
30

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

St. Michael and all 
Angels (transferred(
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6  74 53
11

25
18

12  

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Reading Group

20
13 14

19

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.45 Parish Outing

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

Holy Cross Day

St. Matthew the 
Evangelist

08.30 Christ Church  
 volunteers at  
 s’Häferl

10.00 Council  
 Planning Day

12.45 UNComplicated
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8
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

MONDAY TUESDAY

13
6

20
27

21
28 29

1
SUNDAY

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

October 2019

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

25
30 31

26
1918

11 12   
2 3 4 5
9

17   
18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer 19.30 Jazz Concert at  
 Christ Church

17.00 Concert: Visiting  
 Choir at Christ  
 Church

15.00 Organ Recital

17.00 Animal 
 Blessing Service

17.00 Africa and  
 Friends Fest

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Theology on Tap

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

St. Luke the 
Evangelist

St. Francis of Assisi

St. James of 
Jerusalem

08.30 Christ Church  
 volunteers at  
 s’Häferl

12.45 UNComplicated
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Kid’s Church and the Six 
O’Clock Service

Kids’ Church resumes on Sunday, 
1 September after the summer 
break, likewise the Six O’Clock 
Service on Sunday evening. 

Reading Group

We are reading the first three nov-
els of Anthony Powell’s magnum 
opus A Dance to the Music of Time: 
First Movement. “The novelist An-
thony Powell is much neglected. 
His rich 12-novel tapestry A Dance 
to the Music of Time is an under-
stated comic masterpiece. He 
records the lives of people who 
matter, or think they do, from just 
after the First World War until the 
1970s.” (Irish Times, 14.07.2017) 
Time. Wednesday 25 September, 
18.45. Venue: Church office, Sale-
sianergasse 24

In every age Christians are called to acknowledge and celebrate God’s covenant with all living 
creatures, human beings and all animals. We are all brothers and sisters. Deep within every 
living creature there is a divine mystery because the intangible God creates each. At this time 
of climate change, pollution and factory farming the Noahic covenant (Gen 9:8-17) reminds us 
that God’s creation is not simply an object to be used for our well-being. Our stewardship of 
creation is to include every living creature. In the Noahic covenant God requires deep respect 
for the sanctity of all life. Saint Francis, the patron saint of environmental protection, was aware 
of God’s mystery within creation, when he rescued lambs from being slaughtered or when he 
preached to animals. We are going to celebrate again the Animal Blessing Service at Christ 
Church on 5 October 2019, 17.00. You are warmly invited to join us with your pets and other 
friends. Let us celebrate our friendship with all living creatures. Frank Sauer

Welcome Home!

From students returning from being at Univer-
sity, to soldiers returning from a tour of duty, to 
vacationers who have been away a little too long, 
coming home is always important.

As Christ Church in Vienna looks to its 133rd 
year, we are reminded of all the babies who were 
Baptised, all the young men and women who 
were Confirmed, and all the Marriages that have 
been celebrated. For whatever reason, people 
who were once part of Christ Church, have left 
home.

Over the weekend of October 4-6, 2019, we’d 
like to welcome you back. Come and visit. Recon-
nect. Hear what’s been going on and our plans 
for the future. Let us know how you’re doing. 

Friday, Oct 4 | 19.30 JAZZ CONCERT AND RE-
CEPTION Saturday, Oct 5 | 17.00 ANIMAL 
BLESSING SERVICE Sunday, Oct 6 | 10.00 HAR-
VEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE Sunday, Oct 6 | 
18.00 CHORAL EVENSONG

*The next weekend, on  Oct 12 at 17.00, we
will hold the Africa and Friends Fest (held at the
Church of Christus, Hoffnung der Welt)

Animal Blessing Service: With Every Living Creature (Genesis 9:10)
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Advent Bazaar

This year’s Bazaar will be co-ordinated by Philip Read-
ing and Diana Dopheide. All the stalls now have a 
responsible stallholder and announcements will be 
made as needs arise. The most important thing to 
remember is the date: 16 November; the new open-
ing times: 11:00 - 18:00 and the new location: Mu-
seumsquartier. The publicity team is busy working on 
information leaflets and posters, the first of which will 
be available in the next week or two. Martin Sarrazin 
(martin.sarrazin@gmx.at) is working on soliciting raffle 
prizes and will be grateful for any that you can procure 
from contacts that you have (e.g. vouchers from your 
favourite restaurant, hairdresser or whatever), or give 
him ideas for companies to contact.

Preparing the children of Christ Church to receive Holy Commun-
ion and First Communion

In September we will be offering First Communion classes. All children who receive Holy Com-
munion must be prepared before being admitted to Holy Communion. We at Christ Church prom-
ise at each and every infant baptism that we will uphold those who have been baptised in their 
new life in Christ (Common Worship, page 354). As a church community we realise this promise 
in part by preparing children to receive Holy Communion, so that they may draw close to Christ 
in a loving way and with an understanding appropriate to their age. Maria Cristina Krier and 
Joan Dantinger have agreed to prepare the children. Dates will be made known via the weekly 
electronic mailing and the Sunday pew sheet.

Holy Land  
Pilgrimage

As many of you will have 
seen the Chaplain is leading 
a pilgrimage to the Holy land 
during the first full week of 
February (Energiewoche) 
from 1–8 February 2020. 

If you would like an elec-
tronic version of the itinerary 
please email the church of-
fice. The closing date for reg-
istrations is 28 October.

Soundings
The psalmist writes of the majesty of the name of the Lord, who made the heavens and the 
earth—all of creation (Psalm 8). And yet, he also acknowledges that God has given humanity 
dominion over this creation. Is this a picture of humanity as an owner, one who has a right 
to use as it sees fit? Or is it one of a steward, one who cares for creation on behalf of God? 

Join us on three Tuesday nights in September to consider what the Bible has to say about 
creation and our responsibility for it. 

September 10, 17, and 24 at 19.00 in the Church Centre. These sessions are being led by 
the Revd Dr Robert Kinney
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Sam 
Ifeagwu 
enjoyed 
this year’s 
Christ 
Church 
BBQ

The 
Castelino 
family 

again graciously 
welcomed the 
congregation of 
Christ Church, 
Vienna, to 
their home on 
Sunday, 7 July.
The occasion was this 
year’s annual barbecue, a 
particularly well-attended 
and well-organized Church 
event.  

The gathering featured, 
as is now customary, 
entertainment, food and 
drinks, relaxation, discus-
sions and networking. The 
BBQ assembly began over 
10 years ago, and has be-

come a regular feature of 
the Church calendar. The 
food was plentiful and the 
music wide-ranging, from 
from classic to rock’n’roll, 
hip-hop and, indeed, “old-
school” rap.

It was a delight to watch 
Sister Judy and Brother 
John undertake clas-
sic dancing, which was 
enthusiastically emulated 
by some. The organiza-
tion and arrangement of 
the event must have been 
time-consuming yet this re-
porter, for one, would like 
to see the BBQ organized 
more often. 

Several members of the 
crowd found delight in the 
quiz (see p 20) which con-
cluded the event. As usual, 
it included questions and 
puzzles which excited 
many but threw some 
(including this reporter) 
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into a level of discomfort. 
In the pre-internet age, we 
used to take part in Ameri-
can multiple-choice quizes 
which involved questions 
and probable answers 
from which one was al-
lowed to choose. Nowa-
days, questions are asked 
and people “google” the 
questions. But the Cas-
telino quiz does not allow 
the use of a smart phone 
for reference, hence, the 
team to which yours truly 
belonged did not win the 
quiz! That honour went 
to Melanie and her team, 
who all received a prize. 

All the answers were a 
number between 1 and 40 
and each question had a 
different answer (making 
the final questions some-
what easier!).

Nevertheless, how was 
I supposed to know how 
many countries there are 
in the world, how many 
countries constitute the 
permanent membership 
of the United Nations 
Security Council or how 
many people have thus 
far landed on the moon, 
without access to Google! 
Why do we all possess 
smartphones, never mind 
if some of the phones are 
not really smart.

Those attending were 
grateful to Judy and family, 
as well as to congrega-
tion members who helped 
both with preparations 
and clearing up. The BBQ 
was a lot of fun (and obvi-

ously a lot of work) and the 
Christ Church clergy would 
like to see other people 
commit in a similar—or 
different way—to serving 
and moving the Church 
forward. 
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1. How many colours in a rainbow?
2. What number is the Lord is my Shepherd psalm?
3. What is the atomic number for strontium?
4. How many legs does a crab have?
5. What number is associated with a creepy film starring Bruce Willis and Haley

Joel Osment?
6. How many people have walked on the moon?
7. How many knocks on the ceiling did Tony Orlando and Dawn hope to hear?
8. If you roll two dice what is the number of possible outcomes?
9. In which district of Vienna do you find Jedlesee?
10. How many years has Patrick been our Chaplain?
11. In what year of the 21st century did the phoenix rise for Austria?
12. What number is the Book of Numbers in the Bible?
13. At how many degrees (minus) do the Fahrenheit and Celsius scales correspond?
14. In what century was the Age of Rococo?
15. How many permanent seats are there on the UN Security Council?
16. What is the cube root of 8,000?
17. On what day of the month did the Biblical flood begin?
18. How many countries does Germany border?
19. How many years did Smokie spend waiting for a chance with Alice?
20. What number is on the bottom left hand corner of a roulette table?
21. What is the only even prime number?
22. How many metres wide is an Olympic swimming pool?
23. How many main Star Wars films have there been so far?
24. How many vestal virgins left for the coast?
25. What dialing code does France have, after the first two zeros?
26. How many flew over the cuckoo’s nest?
27. How many wagons does the Riesenrad have?
28. After how many years does a couple celebrate their pearl wedding anniversary?
29. How many countries are there in the Americas (N and S combined)?
30. How many Academy Awards did Walt Disney win?
31. How many time zones are there in the (inhabited) world?
32. How many operas did Mozart write?
33. How many kilometers deep is the Mariana Trench?
34. What percentage of our planet is covered by land?
35. How many bones in your hand?
36. How many stripes are there on the Stars and Stripes?
37. How old is Sebastian Kurz?
38. How many letters are there in the Arabic alphabet?
39. How many pairs of chromosomes do dogs have?
40. A billion seconds makes up how many years?
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Dear Readers,

This issue of Crossways is only available in electronic form since 

it is shorter than other issues and its brevity did not warrant 

the cost of printing. Many of the regular contributors were busy 

over the summer and I myself was absent from Vienna or my 

time was taken up with guests for the entire holiday. Hence, a 

more compact, but nevertheless informative issue.

The forthcoming Crossways (November-December) will doubtless 

be a bumper issue, but looking ahead to next year, it would be 

important to identify new contributors. Up until now, Crossways 

has been appreciated for the range of articles contained in it, 

but it is not fair to rely on the same contributors issue after is-

sue. Even if English is not your mother tongue, I am sure that 

most of you have something interesting to share with readers. I 

would be glad to discuss any proposed articles with you, but do 

need you to make yourselves known to me!

Subjects of interest could be a particular country, city or church 

you visited, a course you took, a book you read and would 

like to discuss with others, a historical event of relevance to 

Christ Church (or Austria), an interesting hobby ... or virtually 

anything that you would like to share. I will gladly help you 

with editing if you feel you need it. What is importance is your 

input! I would be particularly happy to hear from some of the 

younger generation.

I look forward to hearing from you, Judy

OPEN LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
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Sept 1 (Sun)  Creationtide begins, Stewarding creation
  18.00 Six O’clock Services resume with Evening Prayer
Sept 4 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
Sept 10 (Tues) 19.00 The Creator’s View of Creation: session 1
Sept 11 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Sept 14 (Sat) 08.50 Church Outing: Lednice in the Czech Republic
Sept 17 (Tues) 19.00 The Creator’s View of Creation: session 2
Sept 19-22  Eastern Archdeaconry Synod, Cegléd, Hungary
Sept 21 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ´s Häferl
Sept 24 (Tues) 19.00 The Creator’s View of Creation: session 3
Sept 25 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group, A Dance to the Music of Time,
Sept 26 (Fri) 12.45 UNComplicated
Sept 28 (Sat) 10.00 Council planning day
Oct 4 (Fri) 19.30 Jazz Concert
Oct 5 (Sat) 17.00 Animal Blessing Service
Oct 6 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving
  18.00 Choral Evensong. Creationtide ends, 
Oct 7 (Mon)  Stewardship: Christ Church begins
   Time, Talent and Treasure – Giving for Life
Oct 12 (Sat) 17.00 Africa & Friends Fest
Oct 16 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Oct 18 (Fri) 17.00 Concert: Hikari School of Music, Nakuru, Kenya
Oct 19 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ‘s Häferl
  15.00 Organ concert: recital by Krzysztof Weronowski  
   Ptaszyński 
Oct 23 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
Oct 30 (Wed) 18.30  Theology on Tap: Superstitions and the Supernatural
Oct 31 (Fri) 12.45 UNComplicated
Nov 1 (Fri) 10.00 All Saints’ Solemn Eucharist
Nov 2 (Sat) 18.15 All Souls’ Day Prayers for the Departed
Nov 3 (Sun)  All Saints’ Day transferred, Harvest Festival   
Nov 10 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday service in Vienna and Cunov  
Nov 11 (Mon) 10.50 Remembrance Day Service at the Commonwealth  
   War Graves Cemetery in Klagenfurt
Nov 13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Nov 16 (Sat) 11.00 Advent Bazaar, MuseumsQuartier
Nov 27 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
Nov 28 (Fri) 12.45 UNComplicated
Dec 1 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service
Dec 7 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle
Dec 15 (Sun) 10.00 Nativity
  18.00 Nine Lessons & Carols

D
AT

ES
 F

O
R

 Y
O

UR
 D

IA
RY



23

ACTIVITIES AN
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Bazaar Coordinator vacant  
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 
Bible Study (Sun.)  vacant 
Church Shop Diana Dopheide  
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri  
Crossways Judy Castelino 
Mailing list Erica Schenk 
Electoral Roll Alexander Rösch  
Environment Officer vacant 
Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger   
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear 
Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran 
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley 
Librarian  Ian Begg  
Pledge Envelopes  Church Office 
Prayer Ministry Patrick Curran 
Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet 
Publicity  vacant 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 
Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk 
Servers  vacant 
Sidespersons rota  Manfred Reiter 
Soundings (Tues. eve.) Patrick Curran 
Toddler Group (Thur.) vacant  
Website  Robert Kinney 

Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 01-7148900
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 
Lay Vice-Chairman  Philip Reading 
Churchwardens  Philip Reading 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Hon. Treasurer Ben Dannenmaier 
Archdeaconry Synod Morkor Korley 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Miranda Kopetzky 

Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 
Chuks Agu 
Sunday Ajayi 
Sam Ifeagwu 
Melinda May 
Hyacinth Österlin 
Alexander Rösch 
Frank Sauer

Council Members



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, Jaurèsgasse 12, A-1030 Vienna


