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    CHRIST CHURCH SHOP 
Tel:  01-718 4634 
Salesianergasse 20 
1030 Vienna 
August opening hours: 
Tuesday-Friday:  
9.30-13.00 

At this year’s retreat at Stift Göttweig, participants 
were invited to remind their neighbour of God’s love 
and blessings by making the sign of the cross on their 
forehead. 
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Articles and photos may 
only be reproduced with 
the permission of the 
Editor, crossways@aon.at.

Chaplain  Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 
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Revd. Dr. Robert Kinney 

Licensed Reader  Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb) 
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    to officiate  
Church Office Ms. Erica Schenk  
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Zagreb Ms. Janet Berković  (Reader)  
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www.christchurchvienna.org 
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Christ Church Vienna 
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Judy

EDITORIAL

Some years ago, I recall a friend telling me about her toddler’s first words. “Mum-
my do it!” is perhaps cute in a two year-old, less endearing in a 22 year-old and 
positively infuriating in a 42 year-old. And yet there are many people—and our own 

community is no exception—who are all too happy to let someone else, anyone else, “do” 
it. An example within our own church is the lack of response—at the time of writing at 
least—to the Chaplain’s call for someone to step forward and coordinate this year’s Ad-
vent Bazaar. It is of course wonderful to see a wide range of faces at our Sunday services, 
but those faces serving coffee or snacks, taking photos, helping at Kids’ Church, singing 
in the choir, serving at the altar or as a sidesperson etc. are generally the same familiar 
ones. There are plenty of other examples (and this list is by no means inclusive): work-
ing at, as opposed to attending, the Bazaar, arranging, cooking for and cleaning up after 
social events, organizing and working in the shop, assuming responsibility for one of the 
activities listed on p.35 ... generally doing what it takes to keep things moving along. Per-
haps it would be a useful exercise for each member of the congregation to think honestly 
and in private about the contribution they are making to the life of our church and share 
that thought with God. Everyone has gifts and talents (and if anyone is unable to identify 
them for him or herself, I’m sure the Church Council would be glad to help!). 

Summer is a time for goodbyes at Christ Church. Elisabeth and David Stanners will be 
returning to England, as will Derek and Janet Lacey. They will be sorely missed and their 
tremendous contribution to the life of our church, in particular Elisabeth as churchward-
en and Derek as Bazaar Coordinator, will be remembered with gratitude. Ben O’Neill, 
our intern, will be leaving after ten months, but in that time he has become woven into 
the fabric of Christ Church Vienna. His dedication, devotion and wisdom are remarkable 
in someone of his young years and he will not be forgotten. In the meantime, as new 
horizons open for some, the rest of us will return to Vienna after the summer holidays a 
refreshed congregation, enriched, we hope, by newcomers to Vienna and Christ Church.  
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From the 
Desk of the 
Chaplain, 
the Revd. 
Canon  
Patrick 
Curran

As I write, many are 
looking forward 
to their summer 

holidays. As chaplain, I am 
looking past the summer 
to the autumn, when we 
will focus on stewardship 
at Christ Church. The stew-
ardship of creation, but 
also the stewardship of 
our own resources in the 
service of Christ Church 
as an expression of God’s 
reconciling love for the 
world. Christ Church as 
we are well aware is not 
an end in itself, but an 
instrument of God’s will 
to proclaim, to witness, to 
worship, to serve and to 
build and maintain Chris-
tian community.

The stewardship of crea-
tion is something that we 
as a church have com-
mitted ourselves to and 
anchored in our updated 
Mission Statement* at 
this year’s annual church 
meeting. There we read 
that it is our will “to par-
ticipate in God’s mission 
to the world as disciples 
of Jesus and stewards of 
God’s creation” and to 
“work together to embed 
environmental concerns in 
our worship, teaching and 
action.” In order to assist 
us in this we will be taking 
up the recommendation 

of our Church, the Church 
of England, to observe 
Creationtide - the period in 
the annual church calen-
dar (from 1st September 
to 4th October) dedicated 
to God as Creator and 
Sustainer of all life. The 
purpose of Creationtide is 
to give thanks to God for 
God’s abundant provision, 
but also to give attention 
to how we care for God’s 
creation. 

It would seem that some 
have a rather nonchalant 
attitude when it comes 
to caring for the creation 
which in my mind can be 
traced to wrong/faulty 
teaching in some Christian 
circles. The resources of 
the earth although abun-
dant are finite. The popula-
tion of the earth is increas-
ing at an exponential rate. 
And in the midst of this 
increase we have become 
we have become more en-
ergy hungry and depend-
ent. That the churches 
have an important part to 
play in stewarding God’s 
creation is self-evident, 
but often the churches 
still need to convince 
the detractors amongst 
their own members of the 
need to be prudent and 
to manage well what God 
has entrusted to us. (By 
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the way the discipline of 
fasting can be a helpful 
corrective here.) 

Christians, above all, are 
people in relationship. 
They are in relationship 
with God. They are in rela-
tionship with one another 
and they understand that 
they are in relationship 
with God’s creation, which 
for them is a source of 
wonder and of beauty and 
like so much else of God’s 
making has an element 
of fragility built into it. To 
go to the mountains, to 
spend time in God’s crea-
tion is not only relaxing, 
but is also renewing and 
refreshing. From it we 
draw strength, but not only 
we, but all human beings. 
Above I spoke about rela-
tionships. We can cause 
hurt to our relationship 
with God, with other hu-
man beings and creation. 
We can damage them. We 
can pollute them. We can 
diminish them. We can ex-
ploit them. God’s creation 
in which we are embedded 
is a living organism. It is 
relational. It is personal. 
It requires of us personal 
responsibility.

With regard to the steward-
ship of our resources we 
are also facing the biggest 

financial challenge in my 
time as chaplain. There 
are various reasons. Some 
of them are very good, like 
our commitment to being 
a participating chaplaincy 
in the Ministerial Experi-
ence Scheme. 

At the end of June we said 
goodbye to Ben O’Neill 
who served Christ Church 
well and is someone we 
could depend on. In Sep-
tember we will welcome 
Gabriel Byng. We are 
also about to appoint a 
part-time Youth and Young 
Adults Worker. These 
are not major outlays, 
but they do cost. Some 
of you will be aware that 
we are facing Common 
Fund increases meaning a 
doubling of Common Fund 
over a three year period. 

Keeping in mind that chap-
laincy income through-
out the diocese has not 
significantly increased 
over a ten year period, this 
is a significant diocesan 
challenge. 

Much of the Common 
Fund goes towards 
managing safeguarding 
within the diocese with a 
number of major cases 
being dealt with presently. 
We must remain vigilant. 
This year one leg of our 
income base the bazaar is 
facing a major challenge 
with a new location, less 
floor space and increased 
rent, but with an improved 
location: the Museum-
sQuartier. Keep in mind 
that we remain committed 
to giving away a tenth of 
our income as we state in 

... spend time in God’s creation
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our Mission Statement: 
“Donate ten per cent of 
our income to charity.”

This means that besides 
focusing on the steward-
ship of creation we also 
will need to focus on 
stewardship with regard to 
Christ Church. We are and 
will be looking for com-
mitment or renewed and 
deeper commitment to the 
three traditional areas of 
stewardship: time, talent 
(gifts) and resources (mon-
ey). Each and every one of 
us is called upon and will 
be called upon to think 
anew about their giving as 
it affects Christ Church. 
It costs approximately 
220,000 Euros per an-
num to run Christ Church 
well. As you will see from 
the above the budget is 
not simply a budget that 

maintains the status quo, 
but is seeking to widen the 
appeal of Christ Church 
according to our Mission 
Statement.

We have been praying for 
a person or persons to 
take up the role of the ba-
zaar coordinator and there 
have been some inquir-
ies and there is the real 
possibility of a volunteer. 
We prayed for someone 
to take over as Treasurer 
from Judy Hall, and Ben 
Dannenmaier stepped 
forward. We prayed for a 
Youth and Young Adults 
Worker whom we are now 
ready to appoint once we 
receive the second refer-
ence. 

Finally, we read in the up-
dated Mission Statement 
that “Led by God’s grace, 

we aim to build a culture 
of stewardship, based on 
the belief that God’s  provi-
sion is  generous  and  we  
are stewards,  not  owners,  
of  everything  we  pos-
sess: our talents; money; 
time; possessions; the 
world around us…”

I wish you and yours a 
refreshing summer, time 
with family and friends, 
but also with God. I have 
always found that the 
summer break allows for a 
different register (musical 
term) with God, who hav-
ing created rested.

ð
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From the Church Registers

Noah Stanley Schilowsky, on 20 June at Christ Church (see above)

Chuka-Noah Ezeudegbunam and Ifeoma-Anna Ezeudegbunam on 
26 May at Christ Church.

Dilay Özdamar on 10 June in the Danube at Kritzendorf, Lower 
Austria.

On 28 April, the Licensing of Revd. Robert Kinney as Honorary 
Assistant Curate

26 May, the marriage of Phoebe Joy Kemp and James Samuel 
Godfrey Penn at Christ Church

Photo by Chuks Agu
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Photos by Chuks Agu
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The Editor 
talks to 
Dr. Pamela 
Cooper-
White, 
who led 
this year’s 
retreat 
at Stift 
Göttweig

Our retreat 
leader, Dr. 
Pamela 

Cooper-White, 
despite having 
more strings to 
her bow than an 
entire orchestra, 
taught us much 
about devotion, 
commitment 
and humility. 
An academic, scholar, 
lecturer, singer, choir 
director, painter, photogra-
pher, teacher, counsellor, 
psychologist, priest, wife, 
mother—her mind-boggling 
set of skills and qualifica-
tions together with her 
ability to share her faith, 
wisdom and experiences 
with others, made her an 
inspiring retreat leader.

Born in Massachusetts, 
USA, she was raised in the 
Episcopal Church (An-
glican communion). Her 
studies of painting, pho-
tography and music took 
her to Boston University as 
an art major, but after a 
while she decided to con-
centrate on singing. During 

her time at college, she 
served as church organist 
and choir director, where 
she experienced her first 
inkling of a future career in 
the church. She pursued 
her graduate studies at 
Harvard where she gained 
a PhD in historical musicol-
ogy, writing her dissertation 
on Arnold Schönberg’s 
Moses and Aron. By that 
time, she realised she 
had a call to the ministry 
and studied concurrently 
for a Masters in Divinity. 
It was no surprise to her 
family, although by this 
time Pamela had switched 
from the Episcopal to the 
Congregational church. In 
her spare time, she started 
a programme for home-
less people in Salem and 
worked with street people 
throughout her time at 
Harvard.

Graduating in 1983, she 
taught at UCLA for a year 
and also worked as a 
counsellor on a hotline 
for battered women. At 
this time she studied for 
a masters in pastoral 
counselling in Oakland. 
Pamela was ordained as 
a minister a year later in 
San Francisco and served 
as director of a partner-
ship ministry of six urban 
churches, helping refu-
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gees and young runaways. 
It was here she met Mi-
chael, her future husband, 
who was also working 
with urban churches as a 
Synod executive with the 
Lutheran church. They 
subsequently co-led two 
missions to El Salvador to 
accompany local pastors 
who had received threats 
from the Salvadoran 
“death squads”.

At a crossroads in her 
life, Pamela returned to a 
career in music, singing at 
the San Francisco Opera 
for two years, with over 
100 performances each 
year. She and Michael 

were married in 1986 and 
Pamela continued to sing 
solo roles with different 
companies, one of her fa-
vourites being “Frasquita” 
in Carmen. 

Her next assignment saw 
her back in academia as 
the director of the Centre 
for Women and Religion at 
the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley, Cali-
fornia. During her time at 
the GTU, Pamela returned 
to the Episcopal church 
and was ordained deacon 
and priest in 1992 after a 
slighly abbreviated ordina-
tion process.

The young family—daugh-
ter Macrina was born in 
1990—moved to Chicago 
where Michael took up 
a post with the Lutheran 
church headquarters 
as the executive to the 
presiding bishop. Pamela 
served as associate rec-
tor at St. Mary’s in Park 
Ridge, Illinois, a suburb 
of Chicago and in addi-
tion completed a second 
doctorate in clinical social 
work (psychoanalysis). 
With her qualifications 
as a pastoral counsellor, 
Pamela started seeing cli-
ents in Chicago and taught 
pastoral counselling at the 
Seabury-Western Theologi-
cal Seminary (Episcopal).

For a year Michael contin-
ued to work in Chicago, 
while his wife and daugh-
ter moved to Gettysburg, 
Philadelphia when Pamela 
was appointed Professor 
of Pastoral Theology at 
the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary. Michael moved 
to Gettysburg as Presi-
dent of the Gettysburg 
Lutheran Seminary, where 
he recently retired after 17 
years. 

Pamela remained in 
Philadelphia for nine years 
to allow her daughter to 
complete her schooling. ð
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Subsequent professor-
ships took her to Columbia 
Theological Seminary 
in Atlanta, Georgia as 
the Gautier Professor of 
Pastoral Theology, Care 
and Counseling and since 
2015 at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City 
where she is the Johnson 
Professor of Psychology 
and Religion. They con-
tinue also to share a home 
near Gettysburg where 
Michael is a flight instruc-
tor and glider pilot. When 
Pamela returns to Union 
this summer she will step 
into the role of Academic 
Dean and Vice President. 

Pamela first 
came to 
Austria over 
30 years ago 
as part of 
her research 
on Arnold 
Schönberg, 
and again five 
years ago as 
a Fulbright 
scholar at 
the Freud 
Museum. Her 
research on 
Freud’s circle 
and religion 
led to the pub-
lication of one 
of nine books, 
Old and Dirty 
Gods: Reli-

gion, Antisemitism, and 
the Origins of Psychoa-
nalysis. During her five 
months in Vienna, she 
attended Christ Church, 
sang in the choir and 
helped out at the ba-
zaar. Her current stay in 
Austria—in addition to her 
assignment as our retreat 
leader—was the result of a 
grant from the Schönberg 
Centre to compare Freud’s 
Moses (in his 1939 book 
Moses and Monotheism) 
with Schönberg’s Moses 
(in his opera Moses and 
Aron). 

Pamela painstakingly pre-

pared each of the five ses-
sions of our retreat, which 
had as its central theme 
discipleship, discernment 
and how to recognize 
when God is calling us. We 
were asked to read  Listen-
ing Hearts: Discerning Call 
in Community by Suzanne 
G. Farnham and others, a 
request with which we all 
assiduously complied.

During our sessions, we 
learned the imperative 
of making time to hear 
God speak to us—many 
of us are so busy praying 
we forget to listen. For 
those of us who had not 
“heard” directly a calling 
from God, we should know 
that God is speaking to us 
through Christ’s words and 
indeed his life in the Bible. 
Pamela gave us a number 
of tasks, including map-
ping our lives and marking 
those points where we 
might have had a sense 
of calling, times when we 
were living out our call and 
times when we encoun-
tered pitfalls and might 
have fallen from the path. 
We discussed the results 
of our soul-searching in 
groups of two and it was 
obvious that most of us 
had not yet experienced 
the same sense of call-
ing as our retreat leader 

ð
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although we remain hope-
ful!). We came away with 
a long list of examples 
of what is not necessar-
ily a call (job, profession, 
something you do for your 
church, ego trip, personal 
bliss etc.). Obviously a call 
tends to be elusive and is 
often only identifiable long 
after the event. As Pamela 
underlined, the fruits may 
be a long time coming! 
She did state, however, 
that it is always a three-
way process: God, others 

and us and more often 
than not involves service 
to others. A call stretches 
us, and Pamela cited the 
life and death of Dietrich 
Bonnhoeffer and his book 
The Cost of Discipleship.

It was a peaceful, thought-
provoking weekend 
against the glorious back-
drop of the silent, dignified 
monastery. Each member 
of the group, which includ-
ed Julia from Australia and 
Claire from Ireland, made 

a unique contribution to 
the weekend. There were 
some new elements such 
as each of us confirming 
God’s love to our neighbour 
with the sign of the cross 
(see this issue’s cover).

Thank you, Pamela, for 
sharing not only your pro-
found knowledge and wide 
experience but also so 
much of yourself over the 
weekend. We look forward 
to seeing you at Christ 
Church again soon!
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This weekend was a ‘Re– 
reat’ back to life and our 
Christian life. I felt the 
warmth emanating from 
everyone who shared 
with me their love for this 
family. I was extraordinarily 
blessed for this time. Anne

“Your call is something that 
makes more of you.” This 
insight from the retreat 
is worth remembering if 
one is trying to decide if a 
course of action responds 
to God’s will for us in our 
lives.                  Christina

We appreciated the faith 
and fellowship and were 
grateful for the chance 
to pause and reflect on 
discipleship and vocation in 
a beautiful setting, I will look 
back on these few days with 
fondness.                  Ben

The reaffirmation of the 
baptismal vows was 
extraordinary; some 
inspiration especially for 
personal reasons in my life 
at the moment.  Thank you 
Pamela; was a blessing to 
be there.           Morkor

 A retreat on discipleship 
and discerning our call with 
Pam was always going to be 
a treat. Her sessions were 
well structured, painstakingly 
researched and peppered 
with personal insights and 
observations.    Philip

Ultimately discernment re-
quires our willingness to act 
in faith on our sense of what 
God wants us to do. That is 
move from self will to God’s 
will, place our lives in the 
hands of God.           Rose

My four retreats with Christ 
Church have provided time 
and space for quietness and 
reflection. This year was par-
ticularly helpful with an oppor-
tunity to think, talk and pray 
about calling and vocation at a 
time of great change.  Derek

This year’s retreat was perfect 
for us as we move on to the next 
chapter. Pamela challenged 
me in helpful ways. Wonderful 
to worship with some of the 
Christ Church family in beautiful 
Göttweig. This year I discovered 
the vegetable garden!        Janet

For me, the Christ Church 
retreat is the temporary 
withdrawal/leaving behind 
the usual distractions we 
deal with on a daily basis, to 
focus on Christ. It is a very 
special time and rewarding. 
  Joan

Pamela presented an 
idealized version of how an 
individual might recognize 
a call and how to discern 
its validity. I appreciated 
her insight that, after a call 
finishes, usually the next one 
waits in line.        Claus

After learning that God is try-
ing constantly and patiently to 
open our hearts and eyes to 
lead us towards his love and 
inner peace, I clearly under-
stood whose voice should I be 
listening to, if not to His? 
                         Maria Cristina

I enjoyed the readings, talks 
and reflections on discern-
ment and pondering why it is 
at times difficult to hear God’s 
voice. Our call makes more of 
us; following God’s call for us 
leads us to life in its fullness. 
(John 10:10)!     Angela
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The retreat helped us look at 
our lives as a series of calls by 
which God, at various times, 
opens new directions in dis-
cipleship. It gave me food for 
thought about past, present 
and future.                     Mike

The reaffirmation of the 
baptismal vows was 
extraordinary; some 
inspiration especially for 
personal reasons in my life 
at the moment.  Thank you 
Pamela; was a blessing to 
be there.           Morkor

Ultimately discernment re-
quires our willingness to act 
in faith on our sense of what 
God wants us to do. That is 
move from self will to God’s 
will, place our lives in the 
hands of God.           Rose

A wonderful  chance to 
critically examine our 
lives and reflect on our 
various callings in life  
and our relationship 
with God. It was a great 
revelation!  Dorothy

A thoughtful yet stimulat-
ing retreat under inspired 
leadership. The questions 
she suggested we ask 
ourselves will demand our 
attention for months if not 
years to come.           Judy

Pamela was inspiring and 
utterly amazing.     Julia 
 
Ed: Julia has been a valuable 
participant in our retreats, 
making the long journey from 
Australia to be with us every 
year. Thank you Julia!

The topic of discernment is 
one I explored years ago and 
put aside. I am now chal-
lenged to listen with the heart 
and observe the prompting 
of the Spirit. This is new and 
convincing and I have made 
discoveries.  Claire

Thank you, Pamela, for shar-
ing your spiritual knowledge 
in regard to a call and 
discernment. I found those 
words very powerful and I 
think I should read Listening 
Hearts again for a deeper 
understanding.       Susan

Discernment is basically 
about discerning God’s love 
for us—one of Dr. Pamela 
Cooper-White’s valuable 
insights to help us in our 
growth process. I’m grateful 
to Pamela for her guidance 
and wisdom. Andrew

I recall times when I acted on 
impulse and it turned out for 
the better. As these were un-
planned, I gave them no more 
thought. Now I think that they 
must have been prompts from 
an inner source and not my own 
brand of craziness.    Hyacinth

God was so faithful and I had 
a wonderful time with Him 
over the weekend when He 
constantly reminded me of 
His love and faithfulness and 
encouraged me over certain 
decisions I am having to 
make with my life.       Corin

I was somewhat nervous 
as this was my first retreat 
but everyone was extremely 
welcoming and friendly. All 
in all it was a very inspiring 
weekend and that I believe 
will help us deal with differ-
ent issues in our lives. Diana

Pamela presented an 
idealized version of how an 
individual might recognize 
a call and how to discern 
its validity. I appreciated 
her insight that, after a call 
finishes, usually the next one 
waits in line.        Claus

Göttweig is a special place that 
has been home to our annual 
retreat for some 15 years. The 
Scottish island of Iona is often 
called a “thin place”, i.e. a place 
where heaven and earth touch. 
For me Göttweig is a thin place, 
a place of meeting.        Patrick
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On 28 
April, the 
Chaplain 
presented 
the Revd. 
Dr. Robert 
Kinney for 
licensing 
as honorary 
assistant 
curate

On the 
Sunday 
after 

Easter Day, the 
Revd. Canon 
Adele Kelham 
licensed the 
Revd. Dr. Robert 
Kinney as an  
honorary assis-
tant curate to 
serve in Christ 
Church, Vienna. 
She did so as the act-
ing archdeacon for the 
Eastern Archdeaconry in 
the Diocese in Europe. 
Robert’s new status within 
the chaplaincy is firstly a 
relational one, as well as a 
legal one. 

Robert is in full paid 
employment as the Direc-
tor of Ministries for the 
Charles Simeon Trust 
that runs workshops and 
training for future pastors, 
a position that involves 
much global travel.

Asking for Robert to be 
licensed was something 
I gladly did with the 
backing of the Church 
Council because he has 
contributed much of his 
vision and energy to the 
life, work and mission of 
Christ Church beginning 
with the new look website 
that visitors comment on 
favourably to being the 
inspiration behind the Jazz 
Six O’Clock Services (see 
photo below right).

It was with Robert that we 
conceived a new outreach 
ministry by seeking to 
come alongside the United 
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Nations. The initiative is 
called UNcomplicated. Our 
first three speakers were 
Dr David Hall, UK Resident 
Representative to IAEA 
and UK Governor to IAEA 
Board, the Revd Dr Chris-
tian Hofreiter, Director of 
Ravi Zacharias Interna-
tional Ministries in Austria, 
Germany, and Switzerland 

and our very own bishop 
the Rt. Revd. Dr. Robert 
Innes. Robert has also 
been involved in support-
ing Theology and Tap.

With the members of the 
Youth and Education Com-
mittee he helped shape 
the job description for the 
Youth and Young Adults’ 
Officer. The Soundings 

sessions Robert leads on 
books or themes of the 
Bible have all been well 
received. Robert has also 
been Benjamin O’Neill’s 
Educational Supervisor 
over the past year. 

Robert, we are grateful for 
all you do to support the 
ministry of Christ Church. X
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       Animal Blessing 
 Service

Annual Church Outing

The date of this year’s outing is Sat-
urday, 14 September. Please note 
the date in your diary. Full details will 
be given in the wrap and next issue 
of Crossways. All I can tell you at this 
stage is that we will have an interest-
ing and enjoyable day.

 Christ Church  
s’Häferl team

The Christ Church s’Häferl team will be help-
ing out at the soup kitchen on 21 September 
and 19 October. The new starting time is 8.30. 
Anyone who has not yet volunteered to help 
at the soup kitchen may like to consider one 
of these two dates. It is a joyful and reward-
ing experience according to those who have 
joined the team. If you would like to give it a 
try, please email Alexander Rösch (a.roesch@
gmx.at). 

Reading Group

Our next book is “The Heart is a Lonely Hunter” 
by Carson McCullers. We are meeting at Sally 
and Philip Reading’s home on Tuesday 2 July 
at 18.30, when we will select the next book to 
read and date to meet.

The Animal Blessing service this year 
will be held on Saturday 5 October at 
17.00 in the church. 

We try to have the service as close 
to St Francis’ Day as possible, which 
is  on 4 October. Francis of Assisi is 
known for his love of creation. 

All the children who submitted paintings in the recent competition “Christ Church and My 
Family” received a prize for their efforts! 
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Tour of the Botanical 
Gardens with  

Dr Michael Kiehn

As in previous years Dr Kiehn, the 
Director of the Botanical gardens 
in Vienna invites Christ Church to 
join him for a tour of the historic 
and ever evolving gardens. A focus 
of this year’s tour will be on how a 
changing environment is impacting 
on the plants in the garden (see 
the chaplain’s lead article). We will 
meet as in previous years at the en-
trance to the gardens off Mechel-
gasse. The date is Saturday 27 July 
at 10.30.

IMPORTANT  
The Christ Church  

Advent Bazaar

         Prayer Ministry

This ministry continues. We are a group of fewer 
than ten persons. We are looking for new people to 
join. The prayer ministry has its origins in a house 
group started in the 1980s. Our main purpose is 
to pray for people, particular needs (personal and 
global) and the ministry of Christ Church. Please 
do join us one Wednesday. Praying with others is 
one way to build up your prayer life and continue 
faithful in prayer with others.  We often begin the 
monthly session with lectio divina, a Benedictine 
spiritual exercise for reading the Bible. Our next 
meeting is on Wednesday 3 July at 19.00 in the 
church centre. 

Holy Land Pilgrimage

As many of you will have seen the 
Chaplain is leading a pilgrimage to 
the Holy land during the first full week 
of February (Energiewoche) from 1–8 
February 2020. 

If you would like an electronic ver-
sion of the itinerary please email the 
church office. The closing date for reg-
istrations is 28 October.

Christ Church BBQ 
Once again, John and Judy assisted by their family, friends and hopefully volunteers from Christ 
Church are hosting a barbecue for Christ Church. It began over ten years ago and has become a 
regular feature in our calendar mainly because of Judy’s gifts of hospitality and energy. If com-
ing make sure to  sign the list hanging in the church porch. The barbecue is after the 10.00 ser-
vice on Sunday 7 July. There is no need to bring anything, but help before and during the event 
would be appreciated. If you have a space in your car and are able to take an extra passenger, 
kindly note that when you sign up.

The venue and the date have had to change. 
For security reasons we can no longer hold our 
bazaar in the federal ministry building (Bunde-
samtsgebäude). We have found a new venue 
—the MuseumsQuartier. The date is Saturday, 
16 November. 

Please get this date in your diary and keep it 
free, so that you can help on the day and with 
the preparations.  
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The Editor 
talks to 
Corin 
Doregger 
on her 
life as a 
Christian

Although 
she had 
been 

baptized as 
a baby, Corin 
only started 
attending church 
at the invitation 
of a school 
friend when she 
was fourteen. 
A year later she decided to 
prepare for confirmation 
but it was just one week 
before the service that 
she understood that being 
a Christian was not just 
believing in God, praying 
and going to church. She 
needed to accept Jesus 
into her heart, which she 
did, making her confirma-
tion was a significant point 
in her life.

Corin’s paternal grand-
father was imprisoned in 
Buchenwald concentration 
camp but was released 
before the outbreak of the 
Second World War and 
fled to Britain, where his 
Roman Catholic wife and 
son—Corin’s father—even-
tually joined him. Corin’s 
mother was English so 

it was at school that she 
started learning German 
and then went on to read 
German at Birmingham 
University, spending her 
year abroad at the Univer-
sity of Vienna where she 
studied Theaterwissen-
schaft (theatre studies.)

After graduating from 
university, Corin trained as 
an English as a foreign lan-
guage  teacher and worked 
for a while in London be-
fore taking up a teaching 
position in Japan, following 
what she felt was a calling 
from God. She had been 
teaching English to Japa-
nese students in London, 
and was as surprised as 
anyone: Vienna had been 
her intended destination. 

Initially she taught classes 
of 50 students at a high 
school near Tokyo. In 
her summer holidays 
she stayed with Mariko, 
the cousin of one of her 
students from London. 
While there she discovered 
a small, charismatic church 
that had bilingual services. 
Mariko was curious about 
Christianity and went along 
to church with her. Corin 
felt that she should move to 
Sapporo to be part of this 
church and God opened 
the door, giving her a job in 
a language school. 
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After some months, Mariko 
decided she wanted to 
follow Jesus and Corin 
was thrilled to be at her 
baptism. Over the following 
months and years Mariko’s 
(formerly Buddhist) fiancé, 
future sister-in-law and 
other friends also became 
believers. Corin’s time in 
Sapporo was very exciting 
as a large number people 
decided to follow Jesus—a 
brave step that sometimes 
meant being disowned 
by their Buddhist/Shinto 
families. 

When she had been in 
Sapporo for 18 months, 
Corin hosted a visitor from 
the interdenominational 
group Youth with a Mission 
(YWAM) that runs disci-
pleship training courses. 
Corin had often thought 
of following the course 
herself and chatted about 
it with her new friend over 
coffee. With a full-time 
job, this was clearly not on 
the cards, but once again, 
Corin decided to leave it 
in God’s hand. “He would 
have to speak to me very 
clearly”, she recalls think-
ing before shrugging off 
the idea. She went back 
to school after coffee only 
to be told by the director 
that the school was closing 
down and she would be 
losing her job. Her first 

thought was that God does 
not waste any time answer-
ing us! 

Three months later saw 
her on the Big Island of 
Hawaii for her six-month 
discipleship training. Part 
of that time was spent in 
Bulgaria where she worked 
with different churches 
and met many under-
ground believers. At the 
conclusion of her training, 
once again following God’s 
call, she returned to Japan, 
this time as a missionary 
with YWAM. 

While with YWAM she 
helped with a coffee-house 
ministry where people 
came to practise their Eng-
lish and study the Bible. 
She also attended another 
YWAM school—School of 
Frontier Missions. The 
outreach was in Kyoto and 
on the islands of Shikoku 
and Kyushu. She recalls 
seeing dramatic things 
happening around her in 
terms of people’s enthusi-
astic desire to follow Jesus 
and she was excited to 
see all that God was doing 
in Japan. For some, she 
admits, it was a high price. 
Families did not always 
understand and broke ties 
with their newly Christian 
relatives. Corin witnessed 
God’s power in the way so 

many people turned to him 
that she perceived as noth-
ing short of a miracle. 

After 10 years in Japan 
Corin felt it was time to 
return to England to spend 
time with her now widowed 
father. She still remem-
bers the words of Mariko, 
the cousin of her former 
student: “If you had not 
come to Japan, my whole 
family would not have 
found Jesus”. 

Soon after returning to 
England in 1999, Corin 
attended an International 
Alpha conference where 
she helped look after Japa-
nese delegates. She met 
Keiko Holmes, a Japanese 
Christian who founded the 
charity Agape, a reconcili-
ation programme reaching 
out to former Far East 
prisoners of war (FEPOWs) 
to bring them freedom and 
healing from the emotional 
scars they were still carry-
ing. She became Keiko’s 
assistant and accompa-
nied her on pilgrimages 
of reconciliation to Japan. 
She recalls how the 
former FEPOWs were over-
whelmed when Japanese 
pastors got down on their 
knees in front of them and 
asked for forgiveness. She 
also met victims of the 
Hiroshima bomb. 

ð
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A year later, Corin once 
again felt the call to teach. 
She studied for a post-
graduate certificate in 
education before taking 
a post teaching German 
and Japanese in a London 
comprehensive school. Two 
years later, she enrolled 
for a one-year course at 
London School of Theol-
ogy (formerly London Bible 
College). She enjoyed the 
course so much that she 
switched to a two-year 
diploma course in theology 
and counselling. 

Once again at crossroads 
in her life, Corin turned to 
God for advice. Her prayers 
were answered swiftly. 
An English friend whom 
Corin met while living in 
Sapporo but was now 
living in Vienna told her 
about a teaching vacancy 
at a local Gymnasium. She 
invited Corin to stay in the 
basement flat of her home. 
It transpired that this job 

was more for a teach-
ing assistant so a year 
later, Corin found a more 
satisfactory job through 
another Christian friend at 
a bilingual middle school 
in Vienna’s 10th district.  
Surprisingly, in a life that 
has taken so many side 
roads—albeit leading back 
to the same highway—Cor-
in has been working at the 
same school for the past 
eleven years. 

Characteristically for some-
one who is willing to open 
all the doors life offers, 
Corin tried a few different 
churches in Vienna before 
finding her way to Christ 
Church. When she read 
about the Lent groups 
during a visit earlier in the 
year, she decided to sign 
up for the group led by 
intern, Ben O’Neill, which 
she greatly enjoyed. She 
attended the retreat at 
Göttweig in May and had 
an opportunity to get to 

know some of the 
Christ Church stal-
warts. She found 
the retreat itself 
very helpful at a 
time when, she 
admits, she once 
again needs God’s 
direction.

Corin loves Vienna 
but is approaching 

the end of her working life. 
Her father is in his nine-
ties, lives alone in England 
and may soon need her 
support. 

Looking back, Corin some-
times wonders about the 
paths she followed and the 
direction her life took. For 
those fortunate enough to 
know her—and I and other 
attending the retreat had 
that pleasure—she has 
packed more into her life 
so far than others can only 
dream of. Her life has been 
rich in service to others 
and she is in the fortunate 
position of having God’s 
ear—or rather being able 
to listen and hear what he 
has to say. 

Corin likes to attend 
the Six O’Clock Service 
on Sundays, which she 
finds more relaxing and 
conducive to interaction 
with other members of the 
congregation. She readily 
admits that Christ Church 
is more traditional than 
the churches she is used 
to but, nevertheless, she 
believes she has found her 
spiritual home with us ... 
at least until she feels the 
call to move on! We can 
only hope she will still be 
with us for some time to 
come. X
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Good Friday Ecumenical Service at Christ Church
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QUIZ NIGHT

The theme of this year’s Nature Walk in the Lobau was colour. Claus Vogl introduced the topic with 
a little experiment before we set out on the afternoon of Saturday, 22 June, on our annual nature 

walk. Claus, (who had well prepared the talk and walk a few days before in order to point out specific 
flowers and spiders!) explained why there are so few red wild flowers in Europe (we don’t have hum-
ming birds and other birds cannot recognize the colour red); why butterflies have certain colours; and 
why some birds and plants can take on different colours in different light. We had numerous stops on 
our treck through the national park to admire the last blooms of the year of orchids that grow in the 
Lobau and to study a range of insects, plants and trees. We were a largish group of several children (in-
cluding one hardy five-year old who outwalked us all!), lots of young-at-heart adults and one dog. After 
our tour, we returned to the home of John and Judy Castelino, tired and thirsty, where we celebrated 
Mahmoud’s 17th birthday and shared his birthday cake. The weather was glorious, the company splen-
did, and as usual Claus provided a fascinating guided tour of Vienna’s largest national park and one of 
the few remaining wetlands of Europe. 

WALK IN THE LOBAU

108 July-August.indd   28 01/07/2019   18:29:22



Quiz Night at the home of Philip and Sally Reading was once again a resounding success—if not 
necessarily in terms of correct answers to a diverse and demanding quiz, then for the fun, good 

company and food; it was a wonderfully relaxed early summer evening. Philip ensured randomly as-
sembled teams by passing out numbers and the questions ranged from theme songs to films, through 
Austrian culture and history, to anagrams and brain teasers. We were all stumped by the name of the 
current (i.e. on that specific day) Bundeskanzler, assuming that the newly appointed Brigitte Bierlein 
was the right answer, but everybody seemed to recognize the tune from Mission: Impossible. Some 
players were unable to remember what a farthing was and how many made up a guinea, but as luck 
would have it, there was a range of age groups on most teams. One team that benefited from a mul-
ti-generational composition was The Awesome Foursome—Lucille, Derek, Natascha and Aidan—who 
lived up to their name, leaving the other seven teams some distance behind. Many thanks to our gra-
cious hosts who catered to our every need (including wonderful weather!) and ensured a great time 
was had by all.

QUIZ NIGHTWALK IN THE LOBAU
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Since this 
year’s 
Lange 

Nacht der 
Kirchen 
coincided 
with Queen 
Victoria’s 200th 
birthday, it was 
unthinkable 
not to include 
items on Queen 
Victoria in our 
programme.
Re-reading the history 
of Christ Church, By His 
Grace, written in the 
1970s, I was intrigued by 
the section on the marble 
plaque which was placed 
on the south wall after 
Queen Victoria‘s death in 
1901. It is a work by the 
Austrian sculptor Anton 
Hanak, a friend of Gustav 
Klimt and teacher of Fritz 
Wotruba. In a guidebook 
from the 1950s the ten-
drils surrounding the pro-
file portrait of the Queen 
are described as a garland 
of roses and poppies, sym-
bolising love and eternal 
sleep. Admittedly, this fea-

ture of the plaque is rather 
impressionistically  done, 
and the author could be 
forgiven for his mistake. 
This fanciful symbolism is 
even plausible in the con-
text of the Queen’s recent 
death. In fact, however, 
the garlands are made 
up of roses, thistles and 
shamrock, symbolising 
the three nations of the 
United Kingdom:  England,  
Scotland and Ireland.

Also of interest in connec-
tion with Queen Victoria is 
the donors’ board placed 
just to the right of the 
profile portrait. The church 
was built by subscription, 
with fundraising by the 
then ambassador, Sir 
Andrew Buchanan,  and 
a number of his well-con-
nected friends: well-con-
nected both in the UK and 
in Vienna. As the history 
book tells us, church ser-
vices had been held in the 
ambassadors’ residence 
for the first 70 years or so 
of the 19th century, but 
with increasing numbers 
of British citizens taking 
up residence in Vienna,  
either for reasons of com-
merce and industry, or as 
governesses, grooms and 
other household staff to 
the well-to-do of Vienna, 
the space available in the 

Philip 
Reading 
shares with 
readers 
a part of 
the history 
of Christ 
Church
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Residence soon became 
too small and it was awk-
ward  for the upper-class 
worshippers  to be rubbing 
shoulders  with the hoi 
polloi. Sir Andrew raised 
over £3400, being himself 
one of the most generous 
donors. Queen Victoria, of 
course, heads the list of 
donors with a donation of 
GBP 105 (in other words, 
100 guineas). Her son, the 
Prince of Wales, donated 
£50, the Bishop of London 
£10. The chaplain of 
Christ Church at that time, 
George Liddell Johnston, 
donated more than twice 
as much as his boss, the 
bishop! Among the Austrian 
aristocrats contributing, the 
name of Baroness Vetsera 
is noteworthy; she was the 
mother of the young woman 
who found her death at 
Mayerling in a double sui-
cide with the Crown Prince 
Rudolf in 1889. 

The plaque at the back of 
the church tells the story of 
how permission was given 
to Christ Church by the 
Emperor Franz Joseph I in 
1877 to conduct semi-pub-
lic services in this location. 
The connections between 
Franz Joseph and Victoria 
are actually rather few. 
They only ever met once, 
when Queen Victoria was 

travelling through Inns-
bruck on her way to Italy 
and had a dinner appoint-
ment with the Emperor in 
the flower-bedecked wait-
ing hall of the railway sta-
tion. The Emperor travelled 
for 17 hours to honour this 
appointment, and found 
that the Queen was suffer-

ing from a severe head-
ache and therefore did not 
feel like making conversa-
tion. They ate their dinner 
in glum silence and quite 
soon parted company 
again. Another connection 
between the two mon-
archs is the Royal Minton 
dessert service which ð
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won a prize at the World 
Exhibition in 1851 and  
which the Queen pur-
chased in 1854 in order 
to send roughly half of it 
to Emperor Franz Joseph 
and Empress Elizabeth 
as a wedding gift. It was, 
however, far too elaborate 
and delicate for use–even 
by the Imperial house-
hold–and so it was soon 
relegated to a position of 
honourable uselessness in 
the Imperial silver collec-
tion ( Hofsilberkammer). 
Nevertheless, the manu-
facturers, Messrs. Minton 
of Stoke-on-Trent, must 
have found the whole 
transaction sufficiently to 
their advantage, and they 
therefore appear on the 
donors’ board with a con-
tribution of GBP 25. And 
so we come full circle!”

During the Lange Nacht 
der Kirchen, children 

from Kids’ Church per-
formed at Christ Church—
and again at a Sunday 
service two weeks later—a 
scene from Dickens’ Oliver 
Twist, and the Lewis Carroll 
poem The Walrus and the 
Carpenter. Well done, chil-
dren, for a brilliant perfor-
mance and congratulations 
to Melinda on her hard 

work putting it all together! 
Melinda is pictured here 

with Lucille, who leads the 
Kids’ Church team

ð

108 July-August.indd   32 01/07/2019   18:29:23



33

108 July-August.indd   33 01/07/2019   18:29:24



34

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  D

AT
ES

 F
O

R
 Y

O
UR

 D
IA

RY
   

July 2 (Tues) 18.30 Reading Group: The Heart is a Lonely Hunter,   
   Carson McCullers
July 3 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
July 7 (Sun) 12.00 BBQ at the Castelinos’
July 27 (Sat) 10.30 Tour of the Botanical Gardens
Sept 1 (Sun) 18.00 Six o’clock services resume with Evening Prayer
Sept 4 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
Sept 14 (Sat) TBC Church Outing
Sept 28 (Sat) 10.00 Council planning day
Oct 5 (Sat) 17.00 Animal Blessing Service
Oct 6 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving
  18.00 Choral Evensong
Oct 12 (Sat) 17.00 African Fest
Oct 19 (Sat) 15.00 Organ concert: recital by Krzysztof Weronowski- 
   Ptaszyński as part  of the “Orgel-Wanderung”   
   organized by “Wiener Orgelkonzerte”
Oct 23 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
Nov 1 (Fri) 10.00 All Saints´ Solemn Eucharist
Nov 2 (Sat) 18.15 All Souls´ Day Prayers for the Departed
Nov 3 (Sun) 18.00 Evensong
Nov 10 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday service Christ Church
Nov 11 (Mon) 10.50 Remembrance Day Service at the Commonwealth  
   War Graves Cemetery in Klagenfurt
Nov 16 (Sat) 10.30 Advent Bazaar, MuseumsQuartier
Nov 27 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
Dec 1 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service
Dec 7 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle
Dec 15 (Sun) 18.00 Service of Nine Lessons & Carols

The readings at this year’s Pentecost service (from left to right )were in Danish, Sinhala, 
Yoruba, Czech, Swahili, Japanese, Arabic, Shona, Luganda, Latin and Ancient Greek.
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Bazaar Coordinator vacant  
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 
Bible Study (Sun.)  vacant 
Church Shop Diana Dopheide  
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri  
Crossways Judy Castelino 
Mailing list Erica Schenk 
Electoral Roll Alexander Rösch  
Environment Officer vacant 
Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger    
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear* 
Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran 
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley 
Librarian  Ian Begg  
Pledge Envelopes  Church Office 
Prayer Ministry Patrick Curran 
Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet 
Publicity  vacant 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 
Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk 
Servers  vacant 
Sidespersons rota  Manfred Reiter 
Soundings (Tues. eve.) Patrick Curran 
Toddler Group (Thur.) vacant  
Website  Robert Kinney 

Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 
Lay Vice-Chairman  Philip Reading 
Churchwardens  Philip Reading 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Hon. Treasurer Ben Dannenmaier 
Archdeaconry Synod Morkor Korley 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Miranda Kopetzky 

Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 
Chuks Agu 
Sunday Ajayi 
Sam Ifeagwu 
Melinda May 
Hyacinth Österlin 
Alexander Rösch 
Frank Sauer

Council Members

108 July-August.indd   35 01/07/2019   18:29:24



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, Jaurèsgasse 12, A-1030 Vienna
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