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    CHRIST CHURCH SHOP 
Tel:  01-718 4634 
Salesianergasse 20 
1030 Vienna 
Open: Tuesday-Friday:  

9.30-16.00 
Saturday: 9.30-12.00

Sophie Schenk’s drawing of the Christ Church family, 
which includes a skilled sketch of our church, reflects the 
ethnic and cultural diversity of the congregation. Other 
paintings submitted by children can be found on p 17.
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for inclusion in the next Crossways to the 
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the Church Office (office@christchurchvi-
enna.org) at the latest by 12 June 2019.

Judy

EDITORIAL

By coincidence rather than design, this issue of Crossways contains a number of 
articles that highlight dichotomy, whether in terms of politics, religion or social 
norms. The Chaplain unconsciously sets the theme in his thoughtful examina-

tion of allegiance. Mike Stevens looks at history—a hotbed of divergent interpreta-
tions—while Nigel Shakespear reports on a talk on the persecution of Christians. 

I have just returned from two weeks in Viet Nam where in addition to visiting holy sites 
and stunning countryside, our guide dutifully took us to two places that celebrate the 
victory over imperialism: the War Remnants Museum in Ho Chi Minh City, where we 
were graphically reminded of the atrocities of war, and the Vietcong tunnel system of 
Co Chi. Having lived through that period of history, my recollections of the Viet Nam 
war were not surprisingly somewhat different. I also recall a visit decades ago to the 
ruins of Kerak Castle in Jordan, triumphantly reclaimed from the Crusaders by the 
Muslin hero Saladin. Naively, I had always thought the Crusaders were the “good-
ies” and was unaware of the other side of the story. I listened with interest to the talk 
by the representative of Open Doors in Austria on 10 April and his examples of the 
current persecution of Christians, largely by Islamic States. He also touched on the per-
secution of other religions (the Rohinga, Palestinians, Muslims in India not to mention 
those caught up in the Balkans war 25 years ago). 

For much of my working life, I was a conciliator and strove to see all sides of any 
conflict, big or small. Guiding others towards the same clarity was challenging and 
not always successful. Now, considerably older and perhaps a little wiser, I often find 
bigotry and narrow-mindedness more repelling than the actual issues at stake (I am 
on the point of admitting reluctantly that there may be some intelligent voters who 
honestly believe that Brexit is the right way forward for the UK). In the end, we can only 
follow our conscience. The Bible—in particular the example of Christ whose mind and 
heart was open to all—is the best guide we can ask for.
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From the 
Desk of the 
Chaplain, 
Revd. 
Canon  
Patrick 
Curran

Whose 
side are 
you on? 

This is a question that we 
can usefully ask our-
selves from time to time. 
I was reminded of this 
while preaching at Choral 
Evensong on John’s ac-
count of Jesus having his 
feet anointed by Mary of 
Bethany (John 12.1.8). It 
was clear in that moment 
and with a new conviction 
I was on Jesus’ side con-
cerning the poor, not half-
heartedly but wholeheart-
edly. Half-heartedness 
can spread like a cancer 
that kills the lifeblood of a 
Christian community. 

In John’s account there 
are two responses to 
Mary’s action. There is 
Judas’ reaction and there 
is Jesus’ reaction. Judas’ 
reaction is to ask a le-
gitimate question and one 
that we should ask with 
Judas to probe our hearts, 
“Why was this perfume not 
sold for three hundred de-
narii and the money given 
to the poor?” Jesus gives 
two responses. The first 
response is to illuminate 
Mary of Bethany’s action 
for Judas and the others 
gathered for the meal and 

the second is to take up 
Judas’ question concern-
ing the poor stating that 
the poor will always be 
with us and concluding 
by saying, “but you do not 
always have me.” 

Whose side are you on? I 
fully acknowledge that the 
poor will always be with 
us, as Jesus states. There 
will always be people who 
will need additional effort, 
extra care, supplementary 
resourcing from family 
and community and by 
extension the nation state. 
This notion is sometimes 
referred to as lavishing 
scarce resources on those 
who need them. During my 
sermon I said, “Yes, the 
poor will always be with us, 
but it is how we respond to 
the poor being in our midst 
that this episode calls us 
out on”. 

During a podcast on this 
passage of John’s gospel 
the panel made helpful 
observations by referenc-
ing one of the additions in 
the text when the Evange-
list states that Judas said 
this “not because he cared 
about the poor”. They 
asked “how many times 
do we see that happening 
in the news today when 
people will conveniently 
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care about an issue when 
it furthers their political 
appointment, but actu-
ally don’t care. Across 
the political spectrum the 
human heart is devious, 
and we invent reasons to 
care about things when it 
is convenient.” About Mary 
of Bethany they said that 
“she is the only who per-
forms a sign like Jesus (in 
John’s gospel), grace upon 
grace” (John 1.16). And let 
us also note that six days 
later Jesus will rise from 
table and wash the feet 
of those gathered in the 
Upper Room saying, “So if 
I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet” (John 
13.14).

This gospel account invites 
us to consider what a 
world looks like in which 
Jesus is not present 
through his teaching in 
word and sign, through the 
example of his life, which 
is rendered in the litany 
as follows: By the mystery 
of your holy incarnation; 
by your birth, childhood 
and obedience; by your 
baptism, fasting and 
temptation, good Lord, 
deliver us. By your ministry 
in word and work; by your 
mighty acts of power; 

and by your preaching of 
the kingdom, good Lord, 
deliver us. By your agony 
and trial; by your cross 
and passion; and by your 
precious death and burial, 
good Lord, deliver us. By 
your mighty resurrection; 
by your glorious ascension; 
and by your sending of 
the Holy Spirit, good Lord, 
deliver us. This section of 
the litany is a reminder of 
the depth of the reconcil-
ing work of God out that 
comes out of the very 
heart of God.

What would a world look 
like or perhaps what would 
we look like without Jesus? 
Another way of putting this 
question is ask ourselves 
what difference does 
Jesus make to my life, my 
church community and its 
decision making, to my 
church and its faithfulness 
to Jesus’ teaching and 
if you respond by saying 
little or nothing at all then 
you are already living in a 
world in which Jesus is not 
present in a larger sense 
than what he is alluding to 
above, “but you do not al-
ways have me”. Some will 
posit that the world would 
not look different. I would 
beg to differ especially 
when it comes to matters 
to do with life and death, 

the hope that is within us 
and the poor.

There are good things hap-
pening at Christ Church. 
Being at its centre as 
chaplain I can see them 
more clearly than many, 
and I do not at all intend 
to downplay them here. 
Let me highlight a few of 
them. God through his 
generous providence has 
added to our numbers in 
ministerial terms as the 
Revds Mike Waltner and 
Robert Kinney, as well as 
Ben O’Neill minister in our 
midst. All give generously 
of their time and talents. 
Consider the more recent 
initiative of UNCOMPLI-
CATED, a ministry whose 
purpose it is to come 
alongside the United 
Nations and affiliated 
organisations in Vienna 
and the council’s decision 
to seek a part-time Youth 
and Adults Worker. The ef-
forts being made to secure 
a venue for this year’s 
bazaar and the faithful-
ness of those working in 
the shop or this edition of 
Crossways and the many 
that have preceded it. 
Whose side are you on?
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“They 
took 
away 

my cow. They 
need to give me 
back my cow” 
said Ruth to the 
sheikh, believing 
in justice. 
She wanted it—this was 
her dowry, the thieves 
were her husband’s par-
ents. The sheikh’s refusal 
led her to seek truth and 
justice elsewhere and 
she met Believers in 
her search and learnt 
about the truth of Jesus. 
She converted, and her 
husband threw her out, 
sent her away with her 
children, the youngest of 
whom is called Channa or 
“I’m happy”, the child that 
Kurt met. Happy? Because 
Open Doors heard about 
her, supported her and 
helped her build a new 
house and because she 
found a new family in that 
church she joined. Kurt 
told us the story some 
three weeks after meeting 
Ruth on his visit to Ethio-
pia, in a talk at Soundings 
on 10 April. Kurt Igler is 

Regionalleiter of Open 
Doors Austria. 

Persecution of Christians 
started with the persecu-
tion of Christ himself “and 
we share in that persecu-
tion”. It is part of Christ’s 
legacy and normal for the 
followers of Jesus Christ, 
certainly for nearly a quar-
ter of a billion of them. In 
the last 40 years religious 
nationalism, the politiciza-
tion and radicalization of 
Islam and the collapse of 
communism have altered 
the landscape of religious 
persecution. Radical 
schools in Pakistan, the 
open preaching of jihad in 
Deobandi mosques in the 
UK before 9/11, the vio-
lence and forcible conver-
sions by Hindu nationalists 
in India and the Sharia 
law of 12 northern prov-
inces of Nigeria are a new 
phenomenon following 
on from the suppression 
of religion by the com-
munists. The exception is 
North Korea which heads 
the World Watch List of 
Open Doors—a list of 50 
countries that grades 
them according to criteria 
of Christian persecution, 
defined as “any hostility 
experienced as a result of 
one’s identification with 
Christ”. 

Nigel 
Shakespear 
attended 
a presen-
tation in 
the Church 
Centre on 
Open Doors 
and its 
work in 
support of 
persecuted 
Christians
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In which country are most 
Christians actually killed? 
Nigeria. The other country 
where we see the most 
violence is Pakistan. But 
persecution takes many 
forms in all these coun-
tries, such as in China 
with 97 million Christians 
(7% of the population, 
the largest social force in 
China not controlled by the 
State) which has recently 
changed its laws to make 
it difficult to stay under the 
radar; in India with 64 mil-
lion (5%) where a militant 
Hindu group with links to 
Modi’s BJP, India’s current 
ruling party, has a stated 
aim that India be free of 
Muslims and Christians 
by the end of 2021, “we 
hear horrible stories from 
our staff there”; in Saudi 
Arabia where non-Islamic 
public worship is against 
the law so as a Christian 
you can only worship in 
secret; and in the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of 
Korea where 50-70,000 
Christians are imprisoned 
in labour camps. 

The main threat to Chris-
tians today comes from 
radical Islam and much 
of the talk and discussion 
focused on this. It’s a 
long way from the world of 
1955 when a Dutchman 

went to a 
conference 
in Poland 
and in so 
doing sowed 
the seeds for 
Open Doors. 
Writing it 
up in God’s 
Smuggler, 
Brother An-
drew, as he 
came to be 
known, gives 
a tale of dar-
ing and faith. 
His story is 
extraordi-
nary but he 
stresses this 
was simply 
because 
he followed 
God. Initially 
smuggling 
Bibles behind the Iron 
Curtain he went on to work 
worldwide, on one night 
delivering one million to 
China. The KGB had a file 
on him, 150 pages, but 
they couldn’t stop him. 
Even back in the 1970s, 
when in Saudi Arabia he 
identified concerns about 
Islam. 

In its own words “Open 
Doors is an international 
ministry serving perse-
cuted Christians and 
churches worldwide”. In 

the words of Archbishop 
Justin Welby “it is one 
of the most credible, 
powerful, authentic and 
determined advocates of 
the protection of Chris-
tians, but also generally 
of religious liberty”. Its 
work is multifaceted—one 
aspect being the passing 
of information and making 
Christians aware. As Kurt 
emphasised “we must 
know about the situation”. 
It supports Christians in 
everyday life and aims 

Time for discussion after the presentation

ð
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to help people stay, not 
to leave. It encourages 
people to stay as members 
of their society. Sometimes 
opportunities arise as in 
Syria where Christian care 
and assistance to Muslim 
neighbours in the  wider 
population has helped the 
faith gain ground. Open 
Doors helps people in 
dealing with violence. Kurt 
talked of praying for perse-
cutors and of the conver-
sion of St Paul, adding that 
today there are examples 
of persecutors becoming 
Christian and that Muslims 
are converting despite the 
penalties they can suffer. 
In Iran there are now an 
estimated one million 

Christians in underground 
house churches and there 
is a church of converted 
Iranian Muslims in Austria.

Open Doors in the UK 
produces a monthly maga-
zine. My mother-in-law 
was a faithful reader and  
would ask her church to 
pray for certain individuals 
highlighted in the maga-
zine, like Ahok, a former 
governor of Jakarta, who 
in the current issue “has 
thanked Christians around 
the world for praying for 
him after his early release 
from prison”. It also high-
lights the annual launch 
of the World Watch List in 
January which this year 

was attended by around 
100 Westminster parlia-
mentarians (taking time 
off from Brexit!) including 
the Foreign Secretary, 
Jeremy Hunt, who thanked 
Open Doors for its work, 
saying “Freedom to wor-
ship is the litmus test of a 
free society”. He has com-
missioned a review into 
the plight of persecuted 
Christians around the 
world and how much help 
they are receiving from 
the UK; the final report is 
planned for this summer. 
To quote the Open Doors 
magazine “MPs have 
woken up to the need to 
take action. The church 
needs to wake up, too”. 

On Palm Sunday, 14 April, 
the congregation was 
treated to a delicious buf-
fet lunch provided by the 
African friends and family 
of Emmanuel Adeyemi, in 
honour of his 60th birth-
day. Emmanuel received a 
blessing in the church and 
in the Centre, cut not one 
but three appropriately 
designed and colourful 
birthday cakes—enough for 
all present to enjoy! God’s 
blessings and congratula-
tions, Emmanuel!

 b I r T h D a Y   e M m A n U e L

ð
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Christ Church Mission Statement
adopted by the Annual Chaplaincy Meeting on 3 April 2019

Christ Church, the Anglican/Episcopal Church in Vienna, seeks to 
be a welcoming and caring church, providing a spiritual home for 
all generations that respects diversity and invites people from every 
walk of life to worship God, to grow as Christians in faith and under-
standing as well as to participate in God’s mission to the world as 
disciples of Jesus and stewards of God’s creation.

 Led by God’s grace, we aim to:

• Inspire our community to live and work to God’s praise and glory;

• Engage with one another through the shared experience of wor-
ship, education and social events;

• Reach out to younger generations in ways that affirm the rel-
evance of the Christian faith for today;

• Build a culture of stewardship, based on the belief that God’s 
provision is generous and we are stewards, not owners, of everything 
we possess: our talents; money; time; possessions; the world around 
us and 
 - Serve God through service to others;

 - Share and meet with those in need;

 - Donate ten per cent of our income to charity;

 - Work together to embed environmental concerns in our  
   worship, teaching and action.
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Mike 
Stevens 
ponders the 
question 
of what 
lessons 
we can, 
or should, 
learn from 
history

Cynics 
despair of 
making 

sense of history 
because our 
corrupted 
human nature 
seems to doom 
us to repeat, 
over and over, 
the mistakes of 
the past. 
History is certainly filled 
with that tragic kind of 
repetition. However, I 
don’t think it’s the final 
word on the subject---and 
certainly not the final word 
for Christians committed 
in the love of God to toil to 
realize “the good society”.

So, in seeking to build a 
world more in tune with 
Christian values, how can 
we profit from history to 
better equip us to deal 
with an imperfect present 
and an admittedly always 
uncertain future?

The 19th century Ameri-
can humorist Mark Twain 
captured the sentiment 
of many people about 

the past: “History doesn't 
repeat itself but it often 
rhymes”. However, I think 
the patterns that make 
for good rhyming prove 
hard to pin down reliably 
enough to make them 
a dependable guide for 
action.

Policymakers who hunt 
for the rhyme from the 
past in today’s events are 
seeking to reason by anal-
ogy. Analogies are easy to 
make. Recorded history 
offers lessons about every 
type of folly that we hu-
mans have chosen, again 
and again, to commit in 
the past and that we con-
tinue to commit. Those of 
us in the Judeo-Christian 
tradition understand that 
a world shaped by original 
sin is a dark and tragic 
place, but that there is 
also the light of Christ that 
“shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not 
overcome it” as the Gospel 
of John puts it. That assur-

“We run heedlessly into 
the abyss after putting 
something in front of us 
to stop us seeing it.”

French philosopher 
Blaise Pascal, in 
Pensées, published in 
1669
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ance should give us hope 
that we can find enlighten-
ment if we look for it and 
history is a good place to 
do some looking. 

However, I think we need 
to be sceptical about any 
analogy accurately fitting a 
set of circumstances that 
have to be dealt with in 
the here and now. None 
ever makes a perfect fit 
and the danger is that 
leaders will cram facts into 
a pre-existing mold inher-
ited from an analogy with 
something from the past. 
That comes too often at a 
high cost. Here’s where an 
old adage comes to mind:  
If the only tool you have is 
a hammer, every problem 
looks like a nail.” And a lot 
of damage can be done 
with a hammer.

Take one example. An-
thony Eden was the British 
prime minister in 1956, 
when the Suez crisis erupt-
ed. Egypt’s new, young 
and ambitious dictator 
Gamal Abdel Nasser was 
determined to wrest con-
trol of the Suez Canal from 
Britain. Strains of Arab na-
tionalism, resentment of 
the legacy of colonialism 
and an awakening “Third 
World” movement blended 
together into a combus-

tible mix. Eden had been 
slow in the 1930s to come 
to terms with the threat 
that a rising Nazi 
Germany posed to 
the world.  The failed 
appeasement policy 
of Britain and France 
toward the demonic 
Adolf Hitler weighed 
on his mind. He saw 
Nasser as another 
Hitler and vowed to 
stop him early on, just as 
Britain and France should 
have done to Nazi Germa-
ny. That was the analogy 
by which he interpreted a 
very different situation. 

The result was a tremen-
dous fiasco. Britain and 
France, aided by Israel, 
attacked Egypt to take 
back control of the canal. 
International condemna-
tion led them within days 
to an ignominious retreat, 
the end of Eden’s career, a 
damaging loss of stand-
ing by Britain and France, 
and the elevation of the 
opportunistic Nasser to 
hero status among his own 
people and throughout the 
Arab world.  

Many other examples of 
policy-making drawn on 
wrong analogies exist and 
my country, the USA, has 
been prone too to some 

great mistakes from false 
analogies. 

Still, when we set aside 
analogies, I think there is 
a great deal that can be 
usefully learned from the 
past. The good student of 
history looks to find recur-
ring patterns and under-
lying causes. The wise 
statesman tries to identify 
the persisting character 
traits of a people—their in-
clinations and aspirations, 
customs and thought, their 
attachment to the familiar 
and their openness to the 
new. 
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These are exercises in 
pattern recognition rather 
than the application of any 
simple formula based on 
an analogy with some-
thing in the past. When 
we take this approach, 
we can discover things 
that really matter for good 
governance aligned with 
Christian values.  Some 
examples that stand out 
for me personally are:

•  Awareness of the 
fragility of civil society and 
respect for the value of 
tradition in sustaining it.

•  Voluntary civic engage-
ment by free people as 
the key to a flourishing 
and creative civil society 
built on trust and mutual 
forbearance.

•  Rule of law as a shelter 
against arbitrariness and 
tyranny.

•  Respect for the organic 
development of nations 
and a skeptical eye toward 
promises of utopian trans-
formations. 

•  Subsidiarity, i.e., central 
authority should only per-
form those tasks that can’t 
be performed at a more 
local level.

I would just add a couple 
of thoughts from the con-
temporary British philoso-
pher Roger Scruton:

“It is by seeing our world in 
Christian terms that I have 
been able to accept the 
changes that have shaken 
it…. Those who confess, 
sacrifice their pride, while 
those who forgive, sacrifice 
their resentment…. Con-
fession and forgiveness 
are the habits that make 
our civilization possible.

“We have to take our 
neighbours seriously, 
as people with an equal 
claim to protection, 
for whom we might be 
required, in moments of 
crisis, to face mortal dan-
ger. We do this because 
we believe ourselves 
to belong together in a 
shared home.

 “A shared identity takes 
the sting from disagree-

ment. It is what makes 
opposition, and therefore 
rational discussion, possi-
ble; and it is the founda-
tion of any way of life in 
which compromise, rather 
than dictatorship, is the 
norm.”

Our collective neglect of 
these truths accounts 
perhaps for some of the 
heightened passions 
that have lately infected 
politics in many Western 
countries, not least of 
them my own. This neglect 
constitutes, in my view, 
an unfortunate turning 
away from hard-earned 
lessons of history, some of 
which I’ve cited above as 
examples.

Nevertheless, I cling, 
however naively, to the 
belief that a recovery 
of “the better angels of 
our nature”, as Abraham 
Lincoln once expressed it 
in a moment of supreme 
crisis, may put us back on 
track to sensible political 
life grounded in a culture 
that exalts a Christian idea 
of the common good over 
a narrow self-indulgence 
in our relations with one 
another. Therein lies the 
best lesson of history. X

ð
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On Sunday,     
3 March, 
the 

congregation 
was once again 
privileged to 
welcome the 
Bishop of the 
Old Catholic 
Church in 
Austria, Dr. Heinz 
Lederleitner.
As Bishop Lederleitner 
observed in his sermon, it 
is his custom to preach at 
least once a year at Christ 
Church. He recalled the 
lyrics of a favourite song of 
his during his youth from 
the musical Tommy (The 
Who, 1969), which he 
recited—a song that    See 
Me, Feel Me, Touch Me
Heal Me
Listening to you, I get the music
Gazing at you, I get the heat
Following you, I climb the 
mountain
I get excitement at your feet
Right behind you, I see the 
millions
On you, I see the glory
From you, I get opinion
From you, I get the story

The Old Catholic Church

The term “Old Catholic” was first used in 1853 to de-
scribe the members of the See of Utrecht who did not 
recognize the dogma of infallible papal authority. The 
Old Catholic Church subsequently broke with the Ro-
man Catholic Church in 1870. 

It is a democratic church, where its members elect 
its clergy, including the bishop. The clergy are free to 
marry and both men and women can be ordained as 
deacons and priests. The Old Catholic Church in Aus-
tria achieved recognition by the State in 1877 and is 
a member of the Union of Utrecht of the Old Catholic 
Churches (1899). Bishop Lederleitner was elected at 
the Synod meeting in Klagenfurt in 2015. 

The Old Catholic Church is in communion with the 
Church of England in line with the Bonn Agreement 
signed in 1931. In 1998, the Anglican Old Catholic In-
ternational Coordinating Committee was established 
by the Old Catholic International Bishops’ Conference 
and the Anglican Consultative Council.



14

Ben O’Neil 
reflects on 
his year 
at Christ 
Church 
as his 
internship 
draws to 
an end 

This is my 
final contri-
bution to 

Crossways as 
the intern of 
Christ Church. 
I hope to be able to write 
in the future, albeit on a 
less frequent basis. I will 
be returning to the United 
Kingdom at the end of 
June. By then a decision 
will have been made as 
to my suitability to train 
for the sacred priesthood 
of the Church within the 
Church of England. 

First, a plea: please do 
keep in touch. It will be 
a blessing to continue to 
hear from you, as we make 
our common pilgrimage of 
faith together. I have been 
reflecting on the past year, 

as is only natural: I have 
been remembering all of 
the many exciting oppor-
tunities with which I have 
been blessed. There are 
things that I will take away 
with me and remember 
for years to come, that will 
shape and enrich my min-
istry in the future. I wanted 
to share some reflections 
on remembrance in this 
issue—remembrance is 
not just about remem-
bering, but about using 
our memories, using our 
shared history to shape 
our future. 

At the time of writing, I 
have not long returned 
from a conference with the 
other Ministry Experience 
Interns from across the 
diocese in Ieper (Ypres) 
and Brussels, Belgium. 

“Do this in remem-
brance of me” 

The Editor’s grandfather in Flanders, 1916 (front, with dog)
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The theme of the confer-
ence was “remembrance”. 
We visited the battlefields 
and memorial sites of the 
First World War (1914-
1918), the Great War, the 
war that was to end all 
wars. 

The need to remember, 
and to remember well, so 
that the mistakes of the 
past are not re-committed 
is becoming ever more 
urgent and essential. 
Regardless of your views 
on Brexit, the unwilling-
ness on both sides of the 
debate to engage in a con-
structive way with history—
beyond a very nostalgic 
form of engagement with 
the past—was objectively 
lamentable. At one of the 
German concentration 
camps, the words nie 
wieder are visible, remind-
ing us that remembrance 
is also about making and 
reaffirming a commitment 
to challenging injustice, to 
work for justice and peace 
in society. 

We never seem to learn! I 
lead a Bible Study group at 
Christ Church that meets 
at 9.00 on Sundays before 
the 10.00 service. We 
started the year looking at 
the Old Testament proph-
ets, Amos and Hosea. One 

thing you realise is that 
the prophets’ cries for 
social justice, for all to be 
treated with respect, for 
righteousness and integ-
rity apply just as much to 
the twenty-first century as 
to the eighth century BC in 
which they were writing. 

Remembrance, or rather 
calling to mind, is at the 
heart of our Christian faith. 
Our Jewish ancestors are 
called to remember the 
Lord’s acts of deliverance. 
The remembrance of the 
Exodus, the deliverance 
from slavery in Egypt, is at 
the heart of the Jewish fes-
tival of Passover. King Da-
vid in the Psalms is keen 
to remember God’s acts of 
mercy: in Psalm 136, the 
phrase, ‘For His steadfast 
love endures forever’ is re-
peated more than twenty 
times, as David calls to 
mind the plagues against 
the Egyptians, the parting 
of the Red Sea, and the 
defeat of Israel’s mightiest 
enemies. 

This year on June 20, the 
Church celebrates the 
Feast of Corpus Christi 
(Fronleichnam), the feast 
of thanksgiving for the 
institution of the Eucha-
rist. We will have Evening 
Prayer on that day, and 

there is no excuse not 
to come, as it is a public 
holiday! Whereas our 
remembrance of the insti-
tution of the Lord’s Supper 
on Maundy Thursday is 
clouded by the looming 
death and crucifixion of 
Our Lord, Corpus Christi is 
a more joyful occasion, as 
we thank God that through 
the gift of Holy Commun-
ion, we have this way of 
proclaiming the death 
of Jesus Christ, until His 
second coming, as Paul 
reminds us in 1 Corinthi-
ans 11:26. 

At the heart of the 
sacrament of the altar is 
remembrance, as we call 
to mind (anamnesis) the 
Last Supper of Jesus in 
the Upper Room, call to 
mind His death and resur-
rection, we call to mind His 
breaking of the bread with 
the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus that concludes 
one of the post-resurrec-

ð
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tion appearances. 

But it is about more than 
remembrance: in the same 
chapter of Paul’s first epis-
tle to the Corinthians, he 
tells them that ‘anyone who 
eats and drinks without 
discerning the body drinks 
damnation on himself.’ It 
is harsh language, but is 
language that suggests 
that there is more to the 
Eucharist than just role-
playing historical events. 
There is an importance 
placed on the Eucharist 
that otherwise would not 
be. It is for this reason that 
the majority practice within 
the Church of England is 
to wait until children are 
old enough to understand 
the significance of what is 
going on (at the very least, 
baptised) before receiv-
ing the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. 

The Eucharist is about 
making present and 
effectual Christ’s sacri-
fice on Calvary. It is not 
so much remembering, 
as in God’s vision all of 
eternity runs together in 
one continuous present: 
this is the meaning of 
Psalm 90, “a thousand 
ages in thy sight are as 
but an evening gone”. In 
God’s sight, past, present 

and future appear in one 
time-frame. The Eucharist 
is an act of remembering 
Christ’s sacrifice, but it is 
also about participating 
in it here in Vienna in the 
present moment and being 
brought in one instant into 
fellowship and communion 
with the whole Body of 
Christ on earth and with all 
the saints in heaven. While 
the Anglican tradition of 
the Catholic Church has 
never sought to define 
the Eucharist in the same 
theoretical way that our Ro-
man Catholic brothers and 
sisters have, we need to 
view the Eucharist as being 
a form of “remembrance 
plus”. In the case of the 
First World War, remem-
brance of the atrocities 

of the past is about being 
committed to working for 
a peaceful future. In the 
case of The Eucharist, our 
act of remembrance allows 
us to move forward. We are 
given the grace to continue 
and go on. In the case of 
my time at Christ Church 
Vienna, I give thanks to 
God and will draw on my 
experiences here for years 
to come. 

Ordained ministry is chal-
lenging, but I will be aided 
and inspired by the happy, 
blessed and formational 
time that I have spent 
among you here.

With every blessing from 
the Intern..     

Sasha 
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 Painting Competition:  
My Family and Christ Church

Although most of the children opted for a literal 
portrayal, 4-year-old Charlotte took a symbolic 
approach. When I asked Joshua (age 5) where 
the rest of his family was—he had painted his 
aunt, his sister and himself—he replied patient-
ly with that perplexed look that children reserve 
for adults: “They’re inside the church”. Chioma, 
with female precision, depicted all six members 
of her family while Elif ingeniously included a 
photo of the Revd. Patrick Curran with mem-
bers of Kids’ Church. Chukwudi added vocals 
to his painting (and also placed the rest of his 
family behind closed doors!). Sasha’s beatiful 
painting greatly embellished our church. So-
phie was the only over-8 year old to submit a 
picture and hers had the right format for the 
cover of Crossways. All are winners and each 
entrant will receive a small prize for their ef-
forts. The paintings will be displayed in their 
original colour in the Church Centre.

Chukwudi

Charlotte Chioma

Joshua

Elif 
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16.00 UNcomplicated
with	Bishop
Robert	Innes
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After the family service on 2 June we will be 
heading out to the Prater for our family picnic. 
In case you are new, we gather in the Prater 
just behind the skateboard park (corner of 
Rustenshacherallee and Hauptallee). De-
pending on the length of the sermon (!) we 
usually arrive around 12.30-13.00 and stay 
until we are all played out. 

Bring a packed lunch and/or some snacks 
to share. There is a small playground there 
for the younger crowd and a good games 
space for everyone. You can get there by tak-
ing the S-Bahn to Praterstern and walking up 
Hauptallee or you can take the 4A bus from 
Am Modenapark to the end station and walk 
up Rustenshacherallee. In case of rain we will 
eat our snacks in the church centre and plan 
to try again at a future date. If you come along 
to the Family Service you just need to follow 
the crowd. 

Although this is primarily for the families in 
Kids’ Church anyone else in the wider church 
family who would like to come along is most 
warmly welcome.

Guided Walking Tour of Jewish Vienna

On 2 May there will be a guided walking tour of the Jewish neighbourhood in the 2nd district 
of Vienna from 15.00-17.00. Gerti Schmid——a Viennese Jew and a certified tourist guide—will 
answer questions such as: how do Jews live in Vienna? Where are there opportunities for meet-
ings and dialogue? Where can I find the best kosher food? Where are the Jewish organisations 
and institutions? 

The guided walk ends with a visit to a kosher restaurant for those who want to stay on, where 
participants can enjoy kosher food. 

Meeting point: Koordinierungsausschuss für christlich-jüdische Zusammenarbeit, Tandelmarkt-
gasse 5/2-4, 1020 Vienna. The cost of the two hour tour is €17 plus whatever food you order.

Family Picnic          UNComplicated

There will be two sessions in May/June 
for those working at the UN and affiliated 
organizations held at the lower level of 
the Black Box church (near the Vienna In-
ternational Centre/Kaisermühlen UBahn 
station) . Please use the side entrance.

 
   
One God? Monotheism and religious 
violence. Is there really only one god? 
Academics, journalists, and others often 
blame the exclusive truth claims of mono-
theistic religions for intolerance and reli-
gious violence. Are these claims valid? How 
might the spiral of violence be stopped? 

   
Is the Christian faith too demanding for 
people in the 21st century? Restrictions. 
Rules. Requirements. Religion is known 
for demanding a lot from its adherents. 
But what about Christianity? Might it be 
manageable, even in this world?

14 June, 16.45 to 17.15 (doors open 
from 16.30):

10 May, from 12.45 to 13.15 (doors 
open at 12.30):
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. Ben O’Neill is organizing a 
“Songs of Praise” for Wednesday, 
1 May at 18.15 in the church. 
Songs of Praise is a BBC tel-
evision religious programme that 
presents Christian hymns. Ben 
has selected a number of people 
to introduce their favourite hymns 
and to explain their choices with 
reference to their Christian jour-
ney so far. We will be accompa-
nied in our singing by the organ. 
There will also be prayers but it is 
not a standard evening service.

Theology on Tap

The next session of Theology on 
Tap is on Wednesday, 5 June. This 
is another one of our outreach initi-
atives. We are asking those attend-
ing from Christ Church to invite 
friends, family or colleagues. We 
meet at 18.30 for food and drink, 
open questions starting at 19.00. 

Café Museum, Operngasse 7, 
1010 Wien. Karlsplatz (U1/U2/
U4). 

        Soundings

On 30 April and 14 May the Revd. Mike Waltner 
will present two sessions on interreligious dia-
logue. The aims of the sessions are to show how 
interreligious dialogue in its specificity is different 
from other forms of communication and engage-
ment, while countering stereotypes and misper-
ceptions regarding interreligious dialogue.

Please see pp 24-27 and 34-38 for additional in-
formation on forthcoming Soundings sessions.

        Quiz Night

By popular demand, Philip and Sally Reading are 
once again hosting a Bring ‘n Share Quiz Night, on 
Friday, 31 May, at their home (Krottenbachstraße 
99/4, 1190 Vienna), starting at 18.30. Please sign 
up  on the list at the back of the church and indicate 
what contribution you will be making to the buffet. 

Songs of Praise

Guided Nature Walk 
Claus Vogl will be leading a Nature Walk in the Lobau on Saturday, 22 June, suitable for all 
members of the family (children especially welcome!). We assemble at the Castelinos’ house 
(Saltenstraße 65, 1220 Vienna) at 14.00 and return there for tea and cakes after the walk. 
Claus will let us know the theme of the Walk nearer the time. Please sign up on the list at the 
back of the church. If you need directions to Saltenstraße, please ask Judy (0650/4747473).

Men’s breakfast 1 June, 9.00, 
in the Church Centre

Ben O’Neill will be presenting on mission asking, 
“What does the Bible have to say on mission and 
evangelism and its relevance to Christ Church for 
the twenty-first century?”, with reflections on his 
time at Christ Church.
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David 
Stanners, 
a career 
environmen-
talist, 
provides 
food for 
thought on 
one of the 
world’s most 
pressing 
problems  

I was born 
in the mid-
fifties—a 

generation 
whose teenage 
years were 
dominated by 
the Apollo space 
explorations and 
the amazing 
pictures beamed 
back from space. 
That beautiful iconic picture 
from 1968 of the earth 
rising as a bright blue liv-
ing orb surrounded by the 
black all-encompassing 
apparent nothingness of 
space, had a deep impres-
sion on me, as it did on 
all of us at the time (see 
next page). The Black Hole 
image (see below) released 
just recently is probably the 
most incredible from space 
I have seen since then. 

But for me it has none of 
the human impact of that 
1968 image, looking as it 
were into a mirror revealing 
for the first time our lonely 
space ship Earth and our 
absolute dependency upon 
it in the unforgiving sur-
roundings of space. I do not 
think it a coincidence that 
the early seventies saw the 
beginning of many environ-
mental initiatives, including 
for example the first Earth 
Summit in Stockholm in 
1972, the establishment 
of the UN Environment 
Programme and of the first 
environmental ministries 
in governments around the 
world. 

Ironically, while techno-
logical advancements like 
space exploration have 
allowed us to better ap-
preciate our utter depend-
ency on this planet, they 
have also disconnected 
and insulated us from the 
natural world reducing our 
awareness of it in our daily 
lives. A story that I read 
recently in the National 
Geographic encapsulates 
this disconnect perfectly: 
during the 1994 black out 
in Los Angeles, residents 
made calls to the emer-
gency services warning of 
a cloud ominously hovering 
above the city—was this a 
poisonous gas cloud about 
to descend on the city and 
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wipe out the population? 
No, it was the Milky Way, 
our home galaxy which con-
tains our Solar System.

Today we live our lives as if 
the energy we use and the 
food we eat simply come 
from companies and super-
markets with no reliance 
on the natural world. If they 
haven’t got what we want 
we simply go to another 
supplier—we don’t imagine 
that we may actually run 
out of stuff. And the way 
economics works makes us 
believe that everything can 
be priced in monetary ways 
from the biodiverse tropical 
rain forests to the Green-
land ice sheet; which may 
one day, perhaps in the not 
too distant future, and after 
successfully surviving for 
the last 10,000 years as 
a relic of the last ice age, 
eventually succumb to ris-
ing temperatures and slide 
into the ocean—now price 
the consequences of that!

Working my whole profes-
sional life in the field of 
environment has exposed 
me to some scary stuff: be 
it about the Greenland ice 
melt, water scarcity, soil 
erosion or biodiversity loss; 
air and water pollution and 
their impacts on our health 
and wellbeing, or especially 
of that of our children and 
grandchildren. Together 

with the somewhat apoca-
lyptic undertones of each 
new scientific finding, it is 
difficult to believe it all and 
maintain composure. This 
leads to a kind of desensiti-
sation, and perhaps denial, 
just to survive and carry on 
living. 

And this is easy to maintain 
in the well-off part of the 
world when the supermar-
ket shelves are still full 
of cheap food and where 
the demands we make on 
natural resources cause 
damage in another, poorer 
country, thousands of miles 
away.

But a new book I came 
across recently by chance, 

browsing in a book shop in 
Copenhagen, has shaken 
my hardened attitude: 
The Uninhabitable Earth 
—a story of the future by 
David Wallace-Wells. The 
book goes through the 
worst-case scenarios and 
shows how all of them are 
catastrophic, not for life 
on earth but for human 
survival. For climate change 
the data is showing that we 
are already tracking closer 
to “worst-case” than “most-
likely”. How have we come 
to this pass? How have 
we allowed it to happen? 
And why are we so relaxed 
about it?

I think there are two main 
reasons: selfishness ð
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and wickedness. Let me 
explain. Albert Einstein, 
said that the environment 
is everything that isn’t me. 
Sounds pretty obvious 
really. The statement is 
actually making the point 
that the environment is 
not some far off place; it is 
instead EVERYTHING that 
isn’t me, so take care of it! 
Unfortunately, I don’t think 
he went far enough and I 
think his statement can be 
misleading. 

The thing is that we are 
part of the environment 
too—it is part of us in the 
way we hold in our bodies 
the chemical and biological 
markers of our surround-
ings. And we are part of it 
in the way humans form 
and change it; for example 
in the beautiful natural 
landscapes of Europe—in 
fact, these are not natural, 
they have been formed over 
hundreds, if not thousands 
of years in some areas to 
tame nature so that the en-
vironment can suit and sup-
ply our needs; from rivers 
which have been canalised 
and dammed, leveed and 
rerouted; hillsides which 
have been deforested, 
replanted and terraced; to 
open spaces which have 
been walled and ploughed, 
sown and planted time and 
time again. It is not until 
more recently, with the 

power of technology, that 
we have begun to unpick 
this intricate dynamic and 
destroy the equilibria it 
contained— but I’m getting 
ahead of myself.

If we think about the 
environment as everything 
that isn’t me, then I fear 
this feeds a sense that we 
are separated from our 
surroundings, and that we 
can live independently of 
the environment. There is 
something deeply troubling 
about this idea, which the 
creation stories speak to 
with the twin themes of 
dominion and stewardship: 
creation for humans to use 
and enjoy, harnessing its 
various resources; but also 
creation for humans to take 
care of for future genera-
tions. 

I will leave it up to those 
more erudite than I to 
expand on the biblical 
aspects, but let me just say 
that unfortunately, over the 
past few hundred years, 
humankind has focused far 
too much on the use of the 
environment for our selfish 
needs and far too little on 
our stewardship respon-
sibilities for it. This selfish 
disregard of the intimate 
links between humans and 
the environment will end 
in catastrophe. One small 
contribution to counter this 

may be to rephrase Albert’s 
quotation and say instead 
that the environment is eve-
rything, including me.

This wrong thinking ex-
plains to some extent how 
we have got into this plight. 
But it’s not only a story of 
selfishness, it’s also one of 
wickedness.

Over the past thirty years, 
scientists investigating 
climate change, biodiver-
sity loss and other such 
environmental issues, have 
realised that the more they 
looked at these problems 
and possible solutions, the 
more difficult and complex 
they seemed to become. 

Back in the 1970s, when 
I started studying environ-
ment, it all seemed to be 
about controlling sources 
of pollution from industrial 
and agriculture wastes. The 
environment was so big 
and powerful, the think-
ing went, that we could 
simply dump whatever 
we wanted into rivers and 
lakes, air and soil and it 
would somehow magically 
be assimilated, and dilution 
would take care of the rest. 
And to be fair (I’m bending 
over backwards here), at 
one time in the dim and 
distant past that is indeed 
what happened. But that 
was when all our waste 

ð
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was natural and we were 
few on this planet. Today 
we are legion. And with our 
plastics and electronics 
and human-made chemi-
cals, dilution is clearly not 
the solution to pollution. 
Neanderthal thinking is a 
little out of date.

Yet with some important 
successes (think about 
the successful phasing-
out of the use of CFCs to 
stop the hole in the ozone 
layer under the 1987 global 
agreement, the Montreal 
Protocol) we became a little 
overconfident. We relied too 
much on a similar approach 
to solve the climate change 
issue. We imagined that a 
step-wise phased reduction 
in carbon-dioxide emis-
sions, as agreed with the 
1992 Kyoto Protocol, would 
be sufficient. 

But this problem becomes 
more intractable even 
as we try and tame it. 
Why is that? It’s because 
climate change is not like 
the ozone layer problem, 
which was caused by the 
release into the environ-
ment of one set of sub-
stances causing one set of 
chemical reactions in the 
upper atmosphere result-
ing in the ozone hole. 
No, climate change is the 
result of many different 

human activities, causing 
many different changes in 
the environment resulting 
in modifications to the 
actual climate system. 

The ozone hole was a 
“complicated” but tracta-
ble problem – we knew 
the causes and we knew 
the atmospheric chem-
istry: more or less one to 
one. Climate change is a 
“complex” problem, where 
many components interact 
in multiple ways: many to 
many, making it extremely 
hard to understand and 
predict. Indeed, this is-
sue is so complex that 
scientists have dubbed it 
“wicked”.

This term actually comes 
from the social planning 
world in the late sixties 
and has migrated to the 
natural sciences. I hasten 
to add, wicked denotes 
resistance to resolution 
rather than evil. But, to 
some extent wicked prob-
lems do appear evil: intent 
on destroying us what-
ever we seem to do about 
them; and when we do 
make some progress solv-
ing a part of the problem 
this often creates other 
unpredictable problems 
as a result. This is climate 
change for you.

So, if selfishness and 
wickedness are the deep 



causes of our contempo-
rary environmental crises, 
what are the solutions? 
What should our response 
be to such an existential 
threat? 

Well, come to the two 
Soundings sessions on the 
environment on 21 and 28  
May and find out about 
some of the cool solutions 
out there. There are in 
fact many things we can 
do—none are easy and all 
need concerted effort at 
societal level with regional 
and global agreements—
the question is, can we 
organize ourselves in our 
societies and communities 
to do them, and to act in 
time?

But don’t despair! While 
the existential nature of 
environmental problems 
may challenge our beliefs 
to the limits, I think our 
Christian faith speaks 

directly and fittingly to the 
role of the self and how 
we should engage in faith, 
hope and love. To me to 
have faith means not to 
despair; to have hope 
means to actually engage 
in the now for the future, 
find solutions and to make 
things happen; and to 
have love means to work 
with and for the benefit of 
others. 

As we begin on the road to 
becoming an eco-church in 
an eco-diocese, we should 
take heart from the ex-
traordinary efforts already 
under way in many commu-
nities and find inspiration 
from them. By multiplying 
many small efforts in our 
communities, we will be 
part of that change, and 
perhaps one day become 
an example to others.

At the end of my last 
article in the Jan-Feb is-

sue of Crossways entitled 
“Should we paint the 
church green?” I gave 
some reading suggestions 
to show what can be done 
in the face of such enor-
mous problems. Unfortu-
nately, the Web links were 
missing from the article, 
so I’ll take this opportunity 
to repeat what I said and 
add the links. As I put it 
then: if you are feeling a 
little overwhelmed and 
engulfed in despair and 
need some reassurance, 
here are a few examples to 
inspire and encourage:

*   Read this article to give 
insights of what can be 
usefully done by groups 
and individuals: https://
www.theguardian.com/en-
vironment/2018/oct/08/
climate-change-what-
you-can-do-campaigning-
installing-insulation-solar-
panels

*   Be inspired by existing 
Christian initiatives like 
Operation Noah: http://
operationnoah.org/

*   Be stimulated by the 
Creationtide resources 
of the Salisbury Anglican 
community: http://www.
churchcare.co.uk/shrink-
ing-the-footprint X

ð
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Once again Christ Church is opening its doors for the Lange Nacht der Kirchen. We have 
organized a fantastic program featuring the many talents of our congregation. The aim 
of LNdK is for people to visit a number of different churches throughout the evening and 
we hope you will take time to drop by Christ Church at some point, with friends and fam-
ily, to see what we have on offer. This event falls on the actual date of Queen Victoria’s 
200th birthday and seeing that our church was built during this period, we have been 
inspired to present a programme of all things Victorian. We look forward to seeing you 
there!

18.15-22.00 Happy Birthday Your Majesty!   
  Refreshments in the Church Centre (Salesianerg. 24). 

19.00-19.30   A presentation on the first African Anglican bishop, Samuel Ajayi   
  Crowther, who was consecrated in 1864.  African music provided by  
  the CCV African Percussion Group led by Chuks Agu.

20.00-20.30  A fascinating look at the Victorian history of Christ Church with   
  stories and anecdotes of that time.

20.30-21.00 From Alice to Oliver. The Youth Church presents short extracts from  
  much loved works by Charles Dickens and Lewis Carroll. Compiled  
  and directed by Melinda May. With songs and music from the  
  Victorian era.

21.00- 21.30 When Felix Mendelssohn met Queen Victoria. Organist Andrew   
  Couse presents works from Victoria’s favourite composer as well as  
  works by other Victorian composers. 

22.00-23.00 Modern Day Songs of Praise. American jazz singer Carole Alston   
  sings spirituals and songs of inspiration.

ca. 23.15 Compline–prayers at the end of the day

The Social Committee will be looking for help with refreshments on the evening. Please 
let Rosalind know if you can provide finger food. We also need people to welcome visi-
tors and be general helpers. Mike Leroy is the person to see about welcoming.
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The Editor 
talks to 
Allan Nicol 
about a 
fascinating 
but unusual 
career on 
the stage

Fame sits 
modestly 
on the 

shoulders of one 
member of our 
congregation 
whose quiet and 
unassuming 
presence hides 
a fascinating 
career.
Allan Nicol, aka Allan 
Kemble, spent nearly 55 
years on stages across the 
world from the age of four 
until his retirement. His 
numerous billings ranged 
from the Folies Bergères 
in Paris to performances 
for  the Shah of Persia, 
where, Allan recalls, the 
flower beds were covered 
with Persian carpets. He 
also performed at private 
parties hosted by Princess 
Grace of Monaco. It is not 
possible to do justice to 
his entire career in these 
paragraphs, but persua-
sive readers might be able 
to twist Allan’s arm over 
coffee to learn more about 
his life in the limelight. 

His family had been in the 
entertainment business 

for six generations and his 
own father had two Royal 
Command Performances 
under his belt, using the 
family name “Kemble”, 
which Allan also adopted 
as his stage name. Allan’s 
mother, on the other 
hand, hailed from a line of 
Shakespearian actors.

Given his background, it 
is not surprising that Allan 
was offered roles in films 
before he started school. 
On leaving school, he went 
into variety and performed 
in musicals across the 
United Kingdom. During 
his national service in the 
British Air Force, he took 
part in the Berlin airlift. He 
subsequently worked with 
his cousin in variety before 
taking his pilot’s licence. 
An appendicitis cut short 
his career in the air, and at 
the age of 24 he returned 
to show business. 
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As his career in variety 
took off, he found himself 
more and more fre-
quently in Europe where 
he performed a comic 
act on the unicycle. He 
was booked for televi-
sion shows in Germany, 
Scandinavia and other 
countries, and performed 
live in prestigious venues 
including the Paris Opera, 
four years at the Casino 
de Paris, and the Casino 
of Monte Carlo where he 
appeared no less than 20 
times. His particular brand 
of humour was making 
mistakes as well as sing-
ing. His act did not include 
much speech but when it 
did, he invariably spoke 
in the local language. His 
original stage partner, 
Christine, had worked 
with other members of his 
family before she joined Al-
lan’s act. She was followed 
by a series of “Christines”. 

Life was hectic. Allan 
recalls completing a one 
month billing in Ethiopia, 
finishing at 2.00 in the 
morning. He caught a 
plane at 5.00, flew via 
Eritrea, Mecca, Athens 
and Rome to Milan where 
he performed in a night 
club that same night. 
One memorable billing 
took him for three days to 

Santiago de Chile. He also 
performed in Libya, Syria, 
Lebanon (the best shows 
ever, he recalls), Iran, 
Israel, the United States, 
Korea, Japan, China and 
Turkey. 

Allan met his companion 
Eva in Florence in 1973, 
but it wasn’t until they per-
formed together in Paris 
three years later that they 
embarked on a relation-
ship that lasted until her 
death although their ca-
reers often took them for 
long periods in different 
directions. Eva, who was 
born in Hungary, was an 
accomplished juggler who 
spoke seven languages 
and she made a success-
ful career in her own right 
before eventually joining 
Allan’s act. They toured 
France and most countries 
in Europe together and 
Allan found her to be an 
excellent professional part-
ner. In 1992, while he was 
working in Germany, Allan 
received word from Eva 
that she was in hospital 
under treatment for breast 
cancer. He cancelled his 
contract to be at her side, 
and decided to retire 
from show business. Eva 
returned to Vienna while 
Allan commuted between 
England and Austria. 
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Although both of them 
were—and Allan remains—
a Roman Catholic, they 
started attending Christ 
Church in 1994 and 
worked together in the 
Church Shop from the 
time it opened a year later. 
Allan can still be found in 
the shop, every Thursday 
and on alternate Satur-
days, when he is in Vienna. 
He also helps out at the 
book stall at the Advent 
Bazaar and in 2017 filled 
in as Father Christmas 
when that gentleman was 
recovering from surgery.

Eva died with Allan at 
her side in London on 
Remembrance Sunday 
2015. He continues to 
divide his time between 
the UK and Austria. When 
in the UK, he alternates 
between a Roman Catholic 

church and a 
local Church of 
England church. 
He is a strong 
believer in church 
unity.

After a life of 
travelling the 
world, Allan was 
unable to put 
down roots, which 
put paid to any 
chance of settling 
down to a family 
life. Increasingly, 
he feels at home 
in Vienna rather 
than London, 
where he still 
maintains a flat, 
and he has made 
Christ Church his spiritual 
home. He enjoys the com-
munity of Christ Church 
that has in many ways 
become his family. We 

From the Church Registers

The funeral of Jenefa Schmid, who passed away on 4 March, took 
place on 29 March at the Simmering Crematorium

Merlin John Malone was baptised on 30 March at Gusterheim, 
Steiermark

X

hope that he will spend 
more and more time with 
us and look forward to his 
greater involvement in the 
life of our church. 



XX

         Concert at Christ Church  

Those attending a concert on 1 March were in for a treat. 
A young choir (14-18 years) from Carrickfergus Grammar 
School in Northern Ireland performed an amazing repertoire 
of sacred and secular music, including solo performances. 
The impressive standard of singing was matched by the visi-
ble enthusiasm of the young singers and their audience was 
mesmorized. Thank you, Choir Director Edward Craig and 
the Social Committee for organizing a memorable evening.
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Claus Vogl 
draws 
compari-
sons 
between 
the Bible 
and Greek 
mythology

A powerful 
lock of 
hair, 

a musical 
instability, a 
woman traitor, 
and a lawgiver 
and judge
The poet Ovid is known 
to many students of 
Latin from his collection 
Metamorphoses. In one of 
these poems, he relates a 
Greek myth, the story  of 
King Minos, King Nisus, 
and Nisus' treacherous 
daughter Scylla. 

The Cretan King Minos 
lays siege to the town of 
Nisus, King of Megara, 
to avenge the killing of 
Androgeus, Minos's son. 
Nisus is however protected 
from harm by a purple 
lock within his white hair. 
Nisus’ daughter Scylla has 
often climbed up the city 
walls to a stone, where the 
god Apollo once put his 
lyre. Whenever she throws 
a pebble onto the stone, 
it sounds magically from 
Apollo's lyre. From this out-
look and probably inspired 
by the godly sounds, Scylla 
watches the proceeds of 

the siege and starts to 
admire and fancy Minos. 
In a monologue, she 
convinces herself that her 
city is doomed and if she 
hands it over to Minos, he 
would in turn reward her 
with his fancy and take her 
to Crete. So she creeps 
into her father's sleep-
ing chamber and clips 
his purple lock of power. 
When Scylla approaches 
Minos saying that this lock 
holds the life of her father, 
she discovers that, rather 
than fancying her for her 
brave deed, Minos scorns 
her for her treason. With 
the power of Nisus gone, 
Minos easily takes the city. 
Nisus is either killed or 
kills himself. Minos brings 
law and justice to the 
losers. Scylla jumps into 
the sea after the leaving 
ships, but during her fall is 
turned into a sea bird. Her 
father Nisus is meanwhile 
turned into a sea eagle 
and pursues her relent-
lessly. 

Readers familiar with the 
Hebrew Bible will recog-
nize many similarities 
with Biblical stories: most 
obviously, a treacherous 
woman cutting off a lock 
that gives a man power 
is reminiscent of Samson 
and Delilah. There is no 
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other place in the Bible 
where hair gives power 
but there are other Greek 
myths with the same 
theme. Indeed, the figure 
of Samson and the stories 
surrounding him fit much 
better into a Greek than a 
Jewish context. The music 
and sounds of Joshua's 
army destroy the walls of 
Jericho. Ovid places Scylla 
on the musical stone when 
she makes her decision to 
betray her father and city. 

Much like Scylla, Rahab 
commits treason by help-
ing Joshua's spies, but un-
like Scylla, she is rewarded 
by the victors. In addition 
to Ovid's short verse on 
Minos giving law and 
justice to the city, Minos is 
known from other sources, 
such as the Odyssey, as 
having communed directly 
with Zeus and having 
received laws from him. 
Together with his brother 
Rhadamantys, Minos is 
also known as judge. This 
is reminiscent of Moses 
receiving the law from God 
and judging his people. I 
do not consider all these 
similarities accidental. 
Rather, I believe that these 
mainly Cretan myths origi-
nate from Canaan, which 
the Greeks later called 
Phoenicia. Indeed, Minos 

and Rhadamantys are 
sons of Zeus and Europa. 
Europa is a Phoenician 
princess abducted by Zeus 
in the form of a bull from 
Phoenician shores to Crete. 

But not only myths point 
to an ancient connection 
between Greece and the 
Levant. Mycenean Greeks 
wrote an ancient  Greek 
language in a syllabic 
script, now labelled Linear-
B. This script was lost 
during the "Greek Dark 
Ages", a period after the 
Bronze age collapse at 
about 1180, when most 
ancient kingdoms suc-
cumbed within a period 
of about 100 years. The 
extant Greek alphabet is 
based on the Phoenician 
alphabet, which is closely 
related to the Hebrew 
alphabet and documented 
from about 1050 BCE 
onwards. With respect to 
architecture, language, 
lifestyle, and religion, 
the Phoenician culture 
is very similar to other 
Levantine cultures, such 
as that of the Kingdom of 
Israel. With the alphabet, 
Phoenician stories and 
myths will have reached 
Greece. Furthermore, Dor, 
nowadays on Israel's shore 
30 km south of Haifa, was 
considered by the Greeks 

to be founded by Dorus. 
This Dorus may be differ-
ent from or identical to the 
eponymous founder of the 
Greek tribe of the Dorians, 
who lived in Crete, the 
Peloponnese, the Island of 
Rhodes, and other areas 
of Magna Graecia. Dor was 
at times a part of Phoeni-
cia, at other times a part 
of the Kingdom of Israel. 
Maybe the myths that Ovid 
poetically transformed 
found their way to Crete 
during those times. 

In a series of Soundings 
sessions in June with the 
title "Two Lands of Milk 
and Honey", I will explore 
these and other connec-
tions between the Greek 
and Jewish spheres of 
influence during the early 
Iron Age until the time of 
Homer, who lived during 
the second half of the 
8th century. I would like 
to invite everybody in our 
Church community to 
attend.
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Rosalind 
Shakespear 
on the Bible,  
Bach and 
breakfast 

The tables 
were 
spread 

for a welcome 
breakfast of 
fruit, croissants, 
bread and 
cheese, with 
coffee and tea in 
plentiful supply.
It was 9 o’clock on a 
Saturday morning in the 
church centre and 16 of 
us were gathered round 
for the Open Breakfast 
and to listen to Dr. Noelle 
Heber talk about how the 
Passion story is expressed 
in Bach’s music. Dr. Heber 
lives in Berlin—she was in 
Vienna to run the Mara-
thon! Her doctorate was 
on the Theology of Bach. 

For most of Bach’s career 
he worked for the Church 
and yet almost nothing 
was known of his personal 
faith until the discovery, 
in 1934, of his personal 
copy of Calov’s Bible Com-
mentary, compiled in the 
17th century and inspired 
by the teachings of Martin 
Luther. Underlinings and 
comments in the margins 

made it an exciting and sig-
nificant find, showing as it 
did that Bach’s theological 
engagement went deeper 
than simply doing his job. 

We can now say that the 
vast output of his sacred 
music needs to be under-
stood within the context 
of his personal adherence 
to the teachings of Luther. 
Nowhere is this clearer 
than in his Passions. 

Bach’s Passion music 
is still mostly performed 
around Easter itself but it 
goes without saying that 
today’s audiences appreci-
ate it more for its aesthetic 
than for its spiritual value. 
For Luther, though, there 
was only one right way of 
listening to the Passion 
story—as a deep reflec-
tion and meditation on 
one’s own sins, the sins 
which crucified the Son of 
God. His was a personal 



3737

Our Brilliant Bazaar – A New Era
Our time at the Bundesamtsgebäude has come to an end. Costs continue to in-
crease. We need a new coordinator. The Advent Bazaar will therefore enter a new 
era. Action has already been taken to find a new venue. And when a new coordi-
nator steps forward they will quickly learn that there is a very solid foundation for 
the event. At the most basic level this foundation is due to our belief that God’s 
provision is generous and we are stewards, not owners, of everything we possess. 
In the context of the bazaar, our talents and time are offered to serve God through 
service to others. Over many years a culture of stewardship has been established.

We leave the Bundesamtsgebäude with many positive memories. We will have to 
adjust because we expect to move to a less spacious venue in a better location. 
We might make more money or perhaps less. But we can continue to serve and to 
enjoy a unique event for years to come.

It’s been a great pleasure for me to take on the role of coordinator. I fully recog-
nize that I am merely the latest in a long list of people who have taken on this 
role which is sometimes demanding but extremely rewarding. I have relied on the 
commitment, experience, skill and energy of so many people. I am sure this will 
not change as our Brilliant Bazaar enters a new era.      Derek Lacey

faith and Bach meant his 
Passion music to be a per-
sonal spiritual journey. 

It is we ourselves who 
ask, “Lord, is it I? Lord, is 
it I?” in the St. Matthew 
Passion and it demands a 
response. We are pulled 
into the narrative all the 
way through so that it 
becomes our story, the 
human story. For Bach, 
as for Luther, it was out 
of God’s love for man-
kind that Christ had to 
die: “Aus Liebe will mein 

Heiland sterben” (Out of 
love my Saviour is willing 
to die). The music of the 
St. Matthew’s Passion is 
poignantly attuned to the 
Passion story. For example 
Christ’s words throughout 
are accompanied by a 
string quartet except when 
he is on the Cross. 

At the end of her talk there 
were many questions for 
Dr. Heber and it was sug-
gested that “Have mercy, 
Lord, on me”—the searing 
alto aria—is at the heart of 

the St. Matthew Passion. 
I have been listening to 
it a few times since then 
and have been particu-
larly moved by Kathleen 
Ferrier’s interpretation. Dr. 
Heber reminded us that 
the St. Matthew Passion 
was not well received 
in Bach’s time and not 
performed again after his 
death until it was revived 
by Felix Mendelssohn. 

We can only thank God 
and Mendelssohn for this 
very great gift. 

X
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May 1 (Wed) 18.15 Evening Prayer: Songs of Praise
May 2 (Thur) 15.00 Walk in the Jewish quarter of Vienna
May 8 (Wed) 17.00 Concert: Musikschule Landstrasse
May 10–12  Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
May 14 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Mike Waltner: Interfaith dialogue
May 15 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
May 17–19  Retreat: Stift Göttweig
May 18 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ‘s Häferl
May 21 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: “The environment and us—from wicked  
   problems to cool solutions!”, David Stanners
May 22 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
May 24 (Fri) 18.00 Lange Nacht der Kirchen
May 28 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: David Stanners (see above)
May 31 (Fri) 19.00 Quiz Night
June 1 (Sat) 09.00 Men’s Breakfast
June 2 (Sun) 12.00 Kids’ Church Family Picnic
June 4 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Claus Vogl Greek influences on the  
   Bible
June 5 (Wed) 18.30 Theology on Tap
June 11 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Claus Vogl (see above)
June 15 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ‘s Häferl
June 16 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation with Bishop Robert
June 18 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Claus Vogl (see above)
June 22 (Sat) 14.00 Guided Nature Walk in the Lobau
June 26 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting
July 7 (Sun) 12.00 Church BBQ
Sept. 14 (Sat)  Parish Outing
Sept 19–22  Eastern Archdeaconry Synod, Cegled, Hungary
Oct 5 (Sat) 17.00 Animal Blessing Service
Oct 12 (Sat)  African Fest
Nov. 16 (Sat) (tbc) 10.30 Advent Bazaar

The newly elected Church Council (absent: Melinda May)
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Bazaar Coordinator vacant  
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 01-406 0709
Bible Study (Sun.)  Ben O’Neill contact Church Office 
Church Shop Diana Dopheide  01-513 8272
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri  0676/9418869 
Crossways Judy Castelino 0650/4747473 
Mailing list Erica Schenk 01-7148900
Electoral Roll Alexander Rösch  01-971 8907
Environment Officer David Stanners 
Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger    02230/9185 
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear* 
Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran 01-718 5902
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley 01-409 5167
Librarian  Ian Begg  0699/19471678  
Pledge Envelopes  Church Office 
Prayer Ministry Patrick Curran 01-718 5902
Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet 01-282 7717
Publicity  vacant contact Church Office 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 0660/1469547 
Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk 01-714 8900
Servers  Ben O’Neill btfo2@cam.ac.uk 
Sidespersons rota  Manfred Reiter 0677/61387282 
Soundings (Tues. eve.) Patrick Curran 01-714 8900
Toddler Group (Thur.) vacant     contact Church Office 
Website  Robert Kinney contact Church Office

Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 01-7148900
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 
Lay Vice-Chairman  to be decided 
Churchwardens  Philip Reading 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Acting Hon. Treasurer Judy Hall 
Archdeaconry Synod  Morkor Korley 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Miranda Kopetzky 

Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 
Chuks Agu 
Sunday Ajayi 
Sam Ifeagwu 
Melinda May 
Hyacinth Österlin 
Alexander Rösch 
Frank Sauer

Council Members
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