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    CHRIST CHURCH SHOP 
Tel:  01-718 4634 
Salesianergasse 20 
1030 Vienna 
Open: Tuesday-Friday:  

9.30-16.00 
Saturday: 9.30-12.00

On Sunday, 3 February, the Chaplain was proud to 
introduce his first grandchild, Noah Stanley, to the 
congregation. We all wish Noah a long and happy life  and 
heartily congratulate his parents Victoria and Alexander. 
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Please submit articles to be considered 
for inclusion in the next issue of Cross-
ways to the Editor (crossways@aon.at) 
as well as to the Church Office (office@
christchurchvienna.org) at the latest by 
12 April 2019.

Judy

EDITORIAL

Detractors of modern gadgets tend to be more vocal than their supporters. How of-
ten do we hear that the speaker “managed perfectly well without a smart phone” 
or “before calculators, I just worked out the answer in my head”. I for one did not 

manage perfectly well without a mobile phone. I wasted hours of my life at airports wait-
ing for friends who had missed their flight, or at bus-stops to pick up a daughter who 
was waiting somewhere else, or in the wrong restaurant/cinema/shop/train station etc. 
I was late for appointments because I was caught in traffic with no way of letting anyone 
know and chalked up numerous parking tickets because I didn’t have a Parkschein 
(parking permit). The list is endless. I am unashamedly a gadget lover and am grateful 
for anything that simplifies my life. At Christmas I acquired an Apple Watch 4 and now 
receive a daily verse of the Bible to read and absorb as I walk the dogs early in the morn-
ing. Each step is recorded, each flight of stairs noted and—possibly less usefully—I receive 
a reminder every so often to breathe or stand up. Appointments show up on the mini 
screen well in advance (if I’m running late I can inform people) and I’m even warned about 
weather and traffic conditions. Life would certainly be harder without my watch and yet I 
may well be placing it in a drawer for the duration of Lent if I decide to forego something of 
value to me (see p10). On the other hand, I enjoy having a virtual Bible on my wrist where 
reading is more surreptitious (and less of a social no-no) than sitting in company with ones 
eyes glued to a smart phone, so perhaps I’ll give up chocolate or Netflix instead.

Lent is a special time that calls for quietness and reflection. The services at the end of 
Holy Week are for me the most spiritually charged of all our services at Christ Church  
and I look forward to attending each one of them. Whether I get one of my Bibles down 
from the shelf—my favourite is a five kilo Folio Society edition given to me by my father—
or scroll the pages on my iwatch, I intend to take more time each day for Bible reading. I 
invite you to look at the various services and even if your church attendance is generally 
limited to Sundays, select one or more of the other Easter services. I promise you that 
you will not be disappointed.
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From the 
Desk of  
the 
Chaplain, 
Revd.
Canon 
Patrick 
Curran

A birth 
in the 
family…

I confess that I sometimes 
wonder what to write, but 
for this edition of Cross-
ways Noah Stanley, our 
first grandchild, who was 
born on 2 January, gives 
pause for thought. Noah 
has already taken up a big 
place in our lives. In a gen-
tle way he has already let 
us know that there will be 
less time and energy for 
other things. At this early 
stage one wonders what 
will give first, but that is a 
small thing in comparison 
to the immense joy Noah 
is giving us by simply being 
alive and growing a little 
every day. 

It is a wondrous thing 
that this new person, this 
unique person, has already 
taken up residence in our 
hearts. A place he will 
always hold. Our capac-
ity for love has increased, 
especially as family, friends 
and members of Christ 
Church gather around all 
wanting the best for Noah 
in these early weeks and 
months of his life. 

What the future holds we 
do not know, but we are all 

eager to lay a good foun-
dation for Noah, so that he 
may thrive as a human be-
ing and grow in favour with 
God. We are reminded 
through his birth that life 
is a gift that we are called 
to affirm, respect, protect 
and support.

Lucille and I are aware of 
those parents amongst 
you who do not have family 
support close at hand, as 
this was our experience as 
young parents first in Brad-
ford, England and later in 
Bonn, Germany. Being in 
Germany meant we were 
closer to my mother, who 
lives in Hamburg and will 
be 99 in March, but we 
were still an ocean apart 
from Lucille’s mother. The 
above is simply to say that 
everyone’s circumstances 
and experiences are differ-
ent, but each of us is given 
gifts and a great capacity 
to cope with challenging 
circumstances. 

I do not want to sound 
glib. I know that a number 
of you are having to cope 
with trials and tribula-
tions and need to come to 
terms with devastating life 
experiences or exacting 
challenges. Neverthe-
less, I want to affirm 
that God has given us a 
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great capacity to cope, to 
endure. We trust that God 
is for us and with us, while 
strengthening us and giv-
ing direction to our lives, if 
we will be attentive, if we 
stay close. 

The reading at Morning 
Prayer today as I write—
from the First Book of 
Chronicles, 28.9-end—had 
a good message. The 
reading was about King 
David instructing his son 
Solomon on how to build 
the temple, while also 
providing the weight of 
materials needed for the 
lampstands, the table for 
the rows of bread, the 
altar for the incense, the 

forks, the basins, the cups 
and the golden bowls. 
David introduces his in-
structions to Solomon (his 
son by Bathsheba) with 
a clear message before 
telling Solomon what the 
instructions are. David 
says, “Take heed now, for 
the Lord has chosen you 
to build a house as the 
sanctuary; be strong, and 
act.” David concludes the 
instructions by inviting Sol-
omon again to “Be strong 
and of good courage, and 
act. Do not be afraid or 
dismayed; for the Lord 
God, my God, is with you.” 
What struck me in these 
two utterances was Da-
vid’s repeated summons 

to his son to be strong and 
to act. How do we hear 
those words, I wonder? 
I hear them as words of 
encouragement. Solomon 
you can do it, if you put 
your trust in the Lord. Do 
not be overwhelmed by 
the task that is in front of 
you, but rather be strong, 
have courage and act, for 
the God I have come to 
know will not forsake you. 
My God shall be your God!

Recently, I was in conver-
sation with a few people 
who as children were 
not encouraged by their 
parents but it seems were 
definitely discouraged. 
Would it be too much to 
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say that they had been 
made to feel small? This 
lack of encouragement 
has left a mark undermin-
ing these persons’ confi-
dence in their God-given 
ability. These persons 
exhibit qualities that with a 
positive parental attitude, 
would have built them up 
rather than leaving them 
questioning themselves in 
an unhelpful way. Be care-
ful of the words you use. 
They can either build up or 
tear down.  

I want to end this piece 
by sharing with you the 
empathetic message that 
King David makes sure his 
son hears. Yes, he says to 
Solomon “Act, be strong”, 
confident that Solomon 
can accomplish what God 
is asking of him. David 
knows God and he wants 
to share his knowledge of 
God with his son. “Do not 
be afraid or dismayed; for 
the Lord God, my God, is 
with you. He will not fail 
you or forsake you, until 
all the work for the service 
of the house of the Lord 
is finished. If you seek 
him, he will be found by 
you; but if you forsake 
him, he will abandon you 
for ever. Take heed now, 
for the Lord has chosen 
you to build a house as 

the sanctuary; be strong, 
and act.” Solomon does 
accomplish the building 
of the temple, but later 
Solomon will forsake the 
Lord, who did not forsake 
him as he carried out the 
task of the building the 
temple. David’s encourag-
ing words are paired with 
a warning that many cast 
to the wind. For God-loving 
parents and grandparents 
these are encouraging 
words reminding us not 
to forsake the Lord. They 
invite us to seek God while 

he may be found in all the 
seasons of our life with our 
children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren, 
should we so be blessed. 
Let us embark anew on 
this common seeking after 
God with our children and 
grandchildren, our friends, 
as well as our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 
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PAINTING COMPETITION

Superdad Jonathan sometimes gives his wife Ivana a break on Sundays from her 
maternal duties. The ease with which he manages his infant twins, as well as 
their elder brother and sister is impressive! It would be nice to take a picture of 
the family when they are not wrapped up in winter clothes!

Children form a valuable group in our community and the congregation always 
enjoys learning about the Kids’ Church activities and admiring their various crea-
tions. It is now several years since Crossways last featured on its cover a picture 
painted by a member of Kids’ Church. The cover of the next issue (May-June) will 
be reserved for a painting or drawing by one of the younger members of our con-
gregation on the topic “My Family and Christ Church”. Unfortunately, Crossways 
only appears in black and white, but we will make sure that the best pictures are 
displayed in the Church Centre in their full glory. There will be a prize for the best 
three entries, to be judged by the clergy. Please submit entries by 10 April.
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Many 
people 
consider 

Christmas to 
be the great 
Christian 
festival, but 
the number of 
special services 
during Holy 
Week and Easter 
Sunday suggest 
that Christ’s 
passion, death 
and resurrection 
are the central 
event. 
The liturgy of Holy Week 
is a deep meditation on 
the saving work 
of God that 
plummets the 
depths of our 
human experi-
ence so that 
every moment 
of time and 
every nook 
and cranny is 
permeated by 
the grace of 
God. Salva-

tion is costly, but it is also 
beautiful in that God does 
not spare himself the cost 
of love. 

The contemplation of the 
crucified one reminds us 
of Paul’s question, Death 
where is thy sting? There 
is one who has shown us 
that death is not the last 
word. The exaltation of the 
risen one reminds us that 
after night comes day. 

I invite you to a considered 
keeping of Holy Week 
through prayer, fasting, 
meditating on God’s word 
and attending of the 
Holy Week Liturgy: Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter.

The Easter Vigil is a most 
beautiful, moving and ap-
propriate way to celebrate 
our rising from the dead 
to the life that Christ is 
always seeking to give us.

Services 
during 
Holy Week 
at Christ 
Church

Maundy Thursday, washing of feet

X
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Palm Sunday 08.00 Holy Communion 
10.00 Sung Eucharist with the Palm Procession 
18.00 Six O’clock service with the 

Palm Procession

Maundy Thursday 1815 Evening Prayer 
20.00 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper with the  

washing of the disciples’ feet and the one 
hour watch in the garden 

Good Friday 12.30 Ecumenical service

18.00 Good Friday Liturgy

Holy Saturday 21.00 Easter Vigil with the Easter Fire

Easter Sunday 08.00 Holy Communion

10.00 Sung Eucharist with the blessing of the 
Easter Garden

Lighting the Easter Fire on the Holy Saturday
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Lent is a 
time when 
we are 

invited to give 
attention to our 
relationship with 
God.
This involves denying 
oneself something (e.g. 
no Netflix) or taking up 
something (e.g. devotional 
reading).

In popular culture we are 
told about the ancient 
spiritual practices of other 
religions. Could it be that 
we are overlooking our 
own tradition that itself 
also has ancient origins? 
Prayers and scripture read-

ings were part of Sabbath 
worship in the synagogues 
of 1st century Judaism 
with antecedents in the 
morning and evening 
sacrifices in the Temple 
and before. 

In Christianity this practice 
of praying was maintained 
and then developed in the 
monastic tradition begin-
ning in the 4th-5th centu-
ries, leading to a daily cy-
cle of prayer consisting of 
eight services. In the 16th 
century Thomas Cran-
mer simplified it all - two 
services of morning and 
evening prayer, written in 
English and therefore eas-
ily accessible to all. These 
services combined prayers 
with readings from the Old 
Testament, the New Testa-

Lucille 
Curran 
discusses 
the ways 
Christians 
have 
marked 
Lent both 
historically 
and today  6 18
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We will be running three Lent groups:

Group 1:  Tuesdays at 19.00  (beginning 12 March)

Group 2: Wednesdays at 10.15 (beginning 13 March)

Group 3: Thursdays at 18.30 (beginning 14 March)

On Tuesdays we will focus on Archbishop Rowan Wil-
liams’ book entitled Being Human: Bodies, Minds, 
Persons. The five areas he explores are (i) What is 
consciousness? (ii) What is a person? (iii) Bodies, 
Minds and Thoughts (iv) Faith and human flourishing, 
as well as (v) Silence and human maturity. 

In the Wednesday and Thursday groups, we will con-
sider The Archbishop’s School of Prayer, a York 
Course. Topics covered include: praying with others 
and on our own; prayer and fasting; meditation and 
contemplation; problems in prayer; prayer and peace 
of mind.

If you would like to join a group, please email the 
church office.

ment and the Psalms. If 
you prayed these services 
daily according to the Book 
of Common Prayer lection-
ary (list of daily readings) 
for a year you would read 
through the whole of the 
Old Testament once, the 
New Testament four times, 
Revelation once and the 
Psalms 12 times.

Now, there are two ways 
of approaching this 
system of prayer in Lent. 
The first is to join in the 

daily offices being said 
at Christ Church as part 
of your Lenten discipline 
(check days and times in 
the calendar). This is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
sit quietly, hear and reflect 
on the bible readings and 
offer corporate and private 
prayers to God. However, 
if you cannot make it to 
the church you can join at 
home or even work, wher-
ever you are in fact, by 
using the Daily Prayer App, 

which you can download to 
your phone or iPad. In this 
way you don’t need to look 
up the readings as the cor-
rect readings and prayers 
appear automatically each 
day for morning, evening 
and night prayers. With 
everything on your phone 
you can take your prayer 
book with you and have it 
handy at all times. If you 
need help downloading 
the app or have questions 
about the daily offices ask 
Ben or one of the clergy. X
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You are 
in an 
elevator 

in New York, 
travelling from 
the ground floor 
to the thirty-first 
floor. Could you 
explain to your 
fellow passenger 
why you are a 
Christian?
This and other similarly 
challenging questions 
were put to us by the lead-
er of a workshop entitled 
Gossiping the Gospel, that 
took place on Saturday, 23 
February. The venue was 
the Carmelite Monastery 
in Vienna’s 19th district, 
and our leader the Revd. 
Dr. Christian Hofreiter. 
The fifty plus participants 
were drawn from the 

Anglican, Roman Catho-
lic, Methodist and Free 
English-speaking churches 
in Vienna. We were also 
fortunate to have in our 
midst representatives of 
the host church, St. Paul’s, 
Döbling.

We were warmly welcomed 
by Father Rathan originally 
from Mangalore in India, 
who participated in the 
workshop, together with 
Father Dominic O’Tolle and 
Pastor Matthew Lafferty

The phrase “gossiping 
the Gospel” was coined 
by the late Revd. Dr. 
Michael Green, a Christian 
visionary who was both 
well known and deeply 
respected by Dr. Hofreiter, 
until his death earlier 
this month. Dr. Hofreiter 
shared with us personal 
memories of this amazing 
man who defied hospital 
staff by getting up from 
his deathbed and going 
from room to room in order 
to share the Gospel with 

A report on 
a workshop 
designed 
to prepare 
us for 
service as 
witnesses 
of Christ
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other patients. We learned 
of Dr. Green’s “irrepress-
ible joy” that spilled over 
onto those around him 
and which, it was sug-
gested, could help us 
become better witnesses 
of the faith.

Dr. Hofreiter caught and 
held our attention and we 
would gladly have listened 
to his fascinating lecture 
for the entire time allotted. 
A workshop, as the name 
implies however, involves 
work on the part of the 
participants and Dr. Hof-
reiter invited us to discuss 
with a neighbour answers 
to the aforementioned 
and other questions: Why 
are you a Christian? What 
question would you defi-
nitely not like to be asked? 
Why is it sometimes hard 
to talk about our faith? 
What is the Gospel? 

After a brief moment for 
reflection, we turned to 
the person sitting next 
to us and exchanged our 
personal thoughts on the 
questions, some of which 
we subsequently shared 
with the entire group. 
Dr. Hofreiter listed our 
responses, somewhat in-
decipherably, on a board, 
although it was not evident 
what he would do with our 

ramblings! We then looked 
at the stumbling blocks we 
had identified and learned 
some of the tools that 
would help us to overcome 
these. 

Many of the answers, it 
was revealed, are to be 

found in the Bible. St. 
Paul, for example, tells us 
to weep with those who 
weep. Where words are 
inadequate, presence, 
empathy, practical help 
and, if appropriate, prayer 
can provide support in the 
face of profound grief or ð
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suffering. We were urged 
to consider carefully our 
response when friends or 
colleagues throw provoca-
tive questions at us about 
our faith. Christianity, we 
all know, is good for soci-
ety as a whole as well as 
for individuals and this is a 
powerful tool in our box of 
arguments. 

We must also be aware 
of the identity of our 
interlocutor. Has he or 
she been shaped by past 
hurts? In any event, our 
responses must be guided 
by the unassailable truth 

embodied in Christ: love of 
others. We know that God 
loves everyone, even if He 
does not condone their 
sins. When faced with 
tricky questions, we do not 
need to win an argument 
on faith—Dr. Hofreiter 
reminded us that God 
needs no defenders—but 
we need to receive God’s 
love and give it back to the 
questioner.

Breaking for a delicious 
lunch served by the broth-
ers, we had an opportunity 
to meet those in the group 
who were not from our 

home churches. I was 
delighted to make the 
acquaintance of Franz, a 
retired Viennese lawyer 
and fluent English-speaker, 
who attends the Carmel-
ite church. Another new 
friend, Ina, also from the 
congregation, promised to 
visit us at Christ Church.

After lunch, Dr. Hofreiter 
dwelt on the words of C.S. 
Lewis: “I believe in Christi-
anity as I believe that the 
sun has risen: not only 
because I see it, but be-
cause by it I see everything 
else.” The Good News, 
he reminded us, is all-
encompassing, shedding 
light on all areas of human 
existence. In the words of 
Blaise Pascal: “We must 
make good people wish 
that the Christian faith 
were true, and then show 
that it is.”

Our discussion took on a 
more philosophical tone 
as we considered the con-
ceptions of truth and our 
identity as pre-modern, 
modern or post-modern 
thinkers. A discussion on 
ways in which Jesus Christ 
makes a difference added 
further tools to our box of 
arguments, ranging from 
the miracle of birth, the 
beauty of nature, the way 

ð
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in which Christianity has 
inspired western art for 
centuries, comfort in the 
knowledge of a life after 
death and the strength 
and guidance of Christian 
values that accompany 
throughout our lives.

Dr. Hofreiter took care to 
reassure us that we do not 
have to carry the whole 
weight on our shoulders. 
God trusts us to plant 
a seed, and He will do 
the rest. That seed may 
take the form of an act of 
goodness, a prayer, the 
sharing of one’s story. 
In some cases, people 
need no more than a 
gentle push in the right 
direction (“Why don’t you 
come to church with us on 
Sunday? Try it out!”). As 
lay people, we are in many 
ways in a better position 
to introduce new people 
to Christianity. After all, as 
Dr. Hofreiter confirmed, 
most of the people with 
whom the clergy come 
into contact are already 
practising Christians. We 
have a pool of friends and 
colleagues to whom we 
can introduce Christianity. 
Dr. Hofreiter shared with 
us a German study on 
conversion among adults, 
which revealed that the 
first contact with Christi-

anity for over 60 per cent 
was through friends. Dr. 
Hofreiter reassured us 
that while we are no doubt 
sent by Jesus to gather 
the lost sheep, we are not 
expected, as individuals 
to be the Saviour of the 
world! Introducing our 
friends to courses, such as 
the Alpha course that runs 
from time to time at Christ 
Church, can be highly 
effective. Attendance at a 
traditional church service 
for the uninitiated can be 
a daunting experience and 
preaching to newcomers 
from the pulpit is possibly 

less valuable than face-to-
face contact at an Alpha 
course. 

We were sorry when the 
session drew to a close, 
although our powers of 
absorption had possibly 
reached capacity. 

Dr. Hofreiter—a seasoned 
lecturer—was a charismat-
ic and inspiring workshop 
leader who engaged our 
minds and our hearts. His 
profound knowledge cou-
pled with humour ensured 
a thought-provoking expe-
rience that will resonate 
with us for years to come. 

left to right: Revd. Canon Patrick Curran, Father Rathan OCD, 
Revd. Dr. Christian Hofreiter, Revd. Matthew Lafferty, Father 
Dominic O’Toole

X
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First Sunday in Lent

Transfiguration Sunday

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group I  
 begins

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group I 

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group I 

MONDAY TUESDAY
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3

24
31
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08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Service
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer 
19.00 Shrove Tuesday 
 Pancake 
 Evening

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Festal Evening  
 Prayer

Second Sunday in Lent St. Joseph

The Annunciation
of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary

Shrove Tuesday

Third Sunday in Lent

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Mothering Sunday

March 2019

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Evensong
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group I 

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group I 

29 30
2322

15 16   
98

1 26 7
13

21   

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer 
18.30 Lent Group 3 
 begins
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer 
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group 3
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group 3
18.45 Choir Practice

09.30 Said Eucharist  
with Imposition  
of Ashes

19.00 Said Eucharist  
with Imposition  
of Ashes

18.00 Concert at  
Christ Church

18.00 WWDP service,  
 Rochuskirche

Ash Wednesday

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion 
10.15 Lent Group 2 
 begins

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Theology on Tap

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Prayer Ministry

08.00 Christ Church  
volunteers at  

 s’Häferl

   

Come and celebrate Shrove Tuesday/
Pancake Day in the Church Centre on 
5 March at 19.00. Sausages and pan-
cakes, live music and a party atmos-
phere. No need to register. The Social 
Committee looks forward to seeing you!
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Fifth Sunday in Lent

April 2019
MONDAY TUESDAY

14
7

21
28

22

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Easter Sunday Family Eucharist 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

Kids’ Church
18.00 Evensong

SUNDAY

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

Palm Sunday

Easter Sunday Easter Monday

St. Mark 
(transferred)

Second Sunday of Easter

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1

Monday of Holy 
Week

Tuesday of Holy 
Week
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Prayer Ministry

2019
12 13

18

09.00 Open Breakfast
with J.S. Bach  

 talk

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice
20.00 Maundy 

Thursday Liturgy 21.00 Easter Vigil

08.00 Christ Church  
volunteers at  

 s’Häferl

   

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group 3
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group 3
18.45 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Annual Chaplain- 
 cy Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

Wednesday of 
Holy Week

Maundy Thursday Good Friday Holy Saturday

12.30 Good Friday  
Ecumenical  

 Service

18.00 Good Friday
 Liturgy

And when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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The theme of this year’s retreat is discipleship. It will be led by the Revd Prof Dr Pamela Cooper-
White who teaches at Union Theological Seminary in New York, who is known to some of us hav-
ing worshipped with us during her sabbatical and since. In 2013 when Justin Welby became the 
105th Archbishop of Canterbury he had three priorities. One of these was discipleship, which 
he touched on as he spoke about Evangelism and Witness. The archbishop said, “Making evan-
gelism a priority… is about faithfully and effectively witnessing to Jesus Christ, who is himself 
the principal agent of the good news. When the Church engages in evangelism imaginatively 
– through prayer, listening, proclaiming and responding – people become disciples of Jesus
and churches grow.” Witness is the work of every Christian disciple, and stems from confidence
that the best decision any human being can make is to become a disciple of Jesus Christ. See
the last edition of Crossways for more information about the retreat. All previous editions of
Crossways can be found on our website! The retreat will be held at the Benedictine monastery of
Göttweig as in previous years. The monastery overlooks the Wachau and the Danube river valley.
Please register with Andrew Rooke. Book soon in order to avoid disappointment.

Electoral Roll

As has been pointed out on 
several occasions, the Elector-
al Roll has to be renewed this 
year, so even if your name was 
on the previous list, you need to 
complete a new form this year. 
Membership of the roll entitles 
you to vote in members of the 
council and churchwardens at 
the Annual Chaplaincy Meeting 
on 3 April, and also to stand for 
election yourself. Copies of the 
form are available in the church 
and Church Centre, or can be 
downloaded from the “wrap” 
email. Completed forms should 
be returned to the Electoral Roll 
Officer, Alexander Rösch, care 
of the church office, via email, 
post or hand. We must receive 
application forms by 15 March, 
when the roll will close until af-
ter the ACM on 3 April.

2019 Christ Church Retreat

Concert at Christ Church

The highly acclaimed choir of Carrickfergus Gram-
mar School in Northern Ireland will perform sacred 
and secular music in a concert at Christ Church on 
1 March at 18.00. No tickets but donations at the 
door will be gladly accepted. 

    Songs of Praise

Ben O’Neill is organizing a “Songs of Praise” for 
Wednesday, 1 May at 18.15 in the church. Songs 
of Praise is a BBC Television religious programme 
that presents Christian hymns. It first aired in Oc-
tober 1961. Ben will select a number of people to 
introduce their favourite hymns and to explain their 
choices with reference to their Christian journey 
so far. This is intended as an outreach event, so 
please do bring along a friend who would not nor-
mally come to Christ Church. We will be accompa-
nied in our singing by the organ. There will also be 
prayers, but it is not a standard evening service.
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. Guided Walking Tour 
of Jewish Vienna

On 2 May there will be a guided 
walking tour of the Jewish neigh-
bourhood in the 2nd district of 
Vienna from 15.00-17.00. Gerti 
Schmid——a Viennese Jew and a 
certified tourist guide—will answer 
questions such as: how do Jews 
live in Vienna? Where are there op-
portunities for meetings and dia-
logue? Where can I find the best 
kosher food? Where are the Jew-
ish organisations and institutions? 
The guided walk ends with a visit to 
a kosher restaurant for those who 
want to stay on, where participants 
can enjoy kosher food. Meeting 
point: Koordinierungsausschuss 
für christlich-jüdische Zusam-
menarbeit, Tandelmarktgasse 
5/2-4, 1020 Vienna. The cost of 
the two hour tour is €17 plus what-
ever food you order.

Anglicans from London to Rome 
and Vienna

Dr. Frank Sauer, who is known to many at Christ 
Church, is participating as a speaker in an even-
ing about Anglicans today as part of a series 
entitled Junge Theologie in collaboration with 
a former colleague from the University of Vi-
enna, Daniel Seper. The title of the evening is 
Die Anglikaner von London bis Rom und Wien/
Anglicans from London to Rome and Vienna.  
The presentations will be in German. 
Thursday 14 March 2019, 19:00, 
Otto-Mauer-Zentrum, Währinger Straße 2-4, 1090 
Wien, 

Open Breakfast

Soundings

The breakfast on Saturday, 6 April will be an open 
breakfast at 09.00 in the church centre. Space 
is limited. Sign up early to avoid disappointment. 
(See also p32).

Exceptionally, there will be one session of Soundings 
in Lent, on Wednesday, 10 April, on the topic “Where 
Faith Costs the Most: Persecution of Christians in the 
21st century”, with Kurt Igler, ThM, and Welday An-
sel (Eritrea), from the charity Open Doors. In 2019, 
more Christians are being persecuted in the world 
than ever before. Open Doors estimates that in the 
50 countries on the “World Watch List 2019” alone, 
about 245 million Christians experience “high”, 
“very high”, or “extreme” levels of religious persecu-
tion. Come and learn about the dramatic situation 
of Christians in many parts of the world, and hear 
about ways to support the persecuted church.

Confirmation and 
Marriage 

 This year’s confirmation service is 
on Sunday, 16 June at 10.00. The 
confirming bishop is our diocesan 
bishop Bishop Robert Innes. There 
are four teenage and four adult can-
didates. They are Tim Volkemer, Nii 
Tettey, Ikenna Okonkwo, Vanessa 
Agu, Martin Sarrazin, Dilay Özdamar, 
Gwen Keimpema and Brandy Bauer. 
Please pray for them. Pray also for 
those getting married this year: Ami-
la and Nikolina, Phoebe and James 
and Hilary and Markus.



2222

For some 
time now, 
Christina 

and I have been 
finding our 
way in the 
summertime to 
St. John’s College 
in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico for its 
summer classics 
programme. 
The idea is to spend a 
week in a seminar set-
ting discussing a chosen 
book with a small group 
of fellow participants and 
faculty “tutors.” 

Last year, venturing into 
the relative unknown, I se-
lected two short novels of 
Flannery O'Connor. I had 
read a couple of her short 
stories and was curious 
about her ever-larger liter-
ary reputation, which has 
grown with each decade 
since her death from lupus 
in 1964 at the age of 39. 
O’Connor is traditionally 
described as a "Southern, 
Gothic, Catholic writer." 
Quite a combination. I 
don't know of any other 

writer who fits in the same 
category. Of Irish-Catholic 
heritage, she grew up and 
lived practically all her live 
in the overwhelmingly Prot-
estant American South of 
the 1940s and 1950s. Her 
fiction is sharp-tongued, 
satirical and as humorous 
as “Gothic” writing can be, 
combining high drama, 
emotion, violence, and 
dark twists in the story line. 

Ultra-Catholic in her 
perspective, she always 
delighted in skewering the 
culture of ignorant, rural, 
white Southern fundamen-
talist Protestants in her 
writing. Her characters 
speak in thick regional 
dialect and crudely; it 
shocks our contemporary 
sensibilities, especially 
their prejudices about 
race and the wider world 
that is so foreign to them. 
Nonetheless, they are 
the protagonists of her 
fiction, unwilling instru-
ments of God in the dark, 
pre-apocalyptic world in 
which she believed we are 
living. Picture a Jonah who 
is murderous and havoc-
generating and it will give 
you an idea of the typical 
O'Connor protagonist.

What makes her writing 
memorable is how she 

Mike 
Stevens 
relects on 
the life and 
work of the 
American 
novelist, 
Flannery 
O’Connor
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depicts God’s presence in 
a world trying to escape 
from His commands. 
O’Connor’s concern is 
about a desacralized world 
that tries to forget God. 
Her ethics are the op-
posite of Aristotle's Golden 
Mean, i.e., nothing in ex-
cess. Passionate engage-
ment, even madness, is 
needed to break out of the 
world's way of seeing. She 
once wrote: “My subject 
in fiction is the action of 
grace in territory largely 
held by the devil.” 

The protagonists in her 
two novels are young men 
(one just a 14-year-old 
boy) desperately fleeing 
like Jonah from a relent-
less call by God to assume 
a prophetic ministry. Each 
creates havoc around him 
and commits murder, all 
in the struggle to flee from 

the reality of God's exist-
ence and His call. 

Wise Blood tells the story 
of Hazel Motes, a root-
less army veteran trying 
to escape God’s call. To 
the puzzlement of people 
in a small Southern town, 
he founds “the Church 
without Christ”. 

“I’m member and 
preacher to that church 
where the blind don’t see 
and the lame don’t walk 
and what’s dead stays that 
way. Ask me about that 
church and I’ll tell you it’s 
the church that the blood 
of Jesus don’t foul up with 
redemption ... I’m going 
to preach there was no 
Fall because there was 
nothing to fall from and 
no Redemption because 
there was no Fall, and no 
Judgment because there 
wasn’t the first two. Noth-
ing matters but 
that Jesus was 
a liar.” 

He soon attracts 
competition 
from a cynical 
opportunist who 
goes one better 
by launching 
his “Holy Church 
of Christ Without 
Christ.” He tells his 
gullible audience:

“You don’t have to believe 
nothing you don’t under-
stand and approve of. If 
you don’t understand it, 
it ain’t true, and that’s all 
there is to it. No jokers in 
the deck, friends ... It’s 
based on your own per-
sonal interpretation of the 
Bible, friends. You can sit 
at home and interpret your 
own Bible however you feel 
in your heart it ought to be 
interpreted ,,, This church 
is up-to-date! When you’re 
in this church you can 
know that there’s nothing 
or nobody ahead of you, 
nothing nobody knows you 
don’t know.” 

O’Connor claimed that the 
work was a “comic novel,” 
and that “all comic novels 
that are any good must be 
about matters of life and 
death.” She wrote:

Fl
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“That belief in Christ is to 
some a matter of life and 
death has been a stum-
bling block for readers who 
would prefer to think it a 
matter of no great conse-
quence. For them Hazel 
Motes’ integrity lies in his 
trying with such vigour to 
get rid of the ragged figure 
who moves from tree to 
tree in the back of his 
mind. [For me] Hazel’s in-
tegrity lies in his not being 
able to ... Free will does not 
mean one will, but many 
wills conflicting in one man. 
Freedom ... is a mystery 
and one which a novel, 
even a comic novel, can 
only be asked to deepen.”

The rural yokels in her 
stories are portrayed 
unsentimentally but, just 
as importantly, she paints 
20th century secularists 
as blind to deeper truths 
about life. 

Thus, in The Violent Bear It 
Away (see Matthew 11.12) 
one "enlightened" character, 
the schoolteacher Rayber, 
insists that a child under 
his care will be "brought 
up to live in the real world. 
He's going to be brought 
up to expect exactly what 
he can do for himself. He's 
going to be his own saviour. 
He's going to be free!" (Not 

surprisingly, it doesn’t work 
out that way.)

Ever the modern rational-
ist resisting God’s persis-
tent offer of grace, Rayber 
“kept himself upright on a 
very narrow line between 
madness and emptiness, 
and when the time came 
for him to lose his bal-
ance, he intended to lurch 
toward emptiness.” He 
battles the orphaned teen-
ager, Tarwater, to save him 
from God’s call. The drama 
of Tarwater’s fate builds 
to a crescendo fuelled by 
violence and destruction. 

I found the learning experi-
ence to be profound and 
disturbing. Disturbing 
because O'Connor had 
real genius in portraying 
the gap between worldly 
wisdom and the demands 
of spiritual life. She is 
uncompromising: One 
must choose. She once 
wrote: “The truth does not 
change according to our 
ability to stomach it.” One 
does not, of course, have 
to accept everything that 
O’Connor believed to be 
challenged by her. Like 
any great writer, her ideas 
provoke thought---and 
after-thought.

The final day of the 
seminar featured discus-

ð
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sion among us of what a 
modern prophet would be 
like, how we would recog-
nize him or her, what the 
prophet’s message would 
be, and would it awaken 
us to a pending science 
and technology-driven 
apocalypse through our 
power over nature. 

Our group of 18 turned 
out to be a mix of Catholic, 
lapsed Catholic, Anglican 
and Protestant, Jewish, 
Hindu (one of the two 
tutors) and non-religious. 
A good mix for spirited con-
versations.

One of the participants 
said it didn't make sense 
to him that the protagonist 
of either novel could be a 
prophet because neither 
had proved himself worthy. 
However, O'Connor's point 
is that God decides for 
His own purposes whom 
He calls to prophesy. 
God does not base it on 
a system of merits and 
demerits. 

The Old Testament's 
prophets, like O’Connor’s 
protagonists, do their best 
to resist the call and they 
must choose between 

their destiny and the exer-
cise of free will to reject it. 

However, just like Jonah 
getting spat out of the 
belly of a "whale," each 
keeps getting called back. 
In one case, it leads to his 
death, in the other to the 
beginning of a ministry. 

I did get a round of 
laughter at the end of the 
seminar when I observed 
that O’Connor’s novels had 
taught us to pray: "Thank 
you, God, for not making 
me a prophet!" 

PRAYER OF THE MONTH 
God of compassion,

Whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home 
in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family 
to himself:

Strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may 
know the power of your presence to bind together 
and to heal;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 Amen.
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Silence is 
Golden 
is a song 

which The 
Tremeloes took 
to the top of 
the UK charts in 
1967. 
Perhaps some of you 
remember it! 

In the first half of Febru-
ary, I spent a couple of 
weeks back in the UK. I 
suppose you could call it 
my Christmas holidays! 
One thing I did, along with 
spending time with family, 
was to spend three days 
on a retreat at the home 
of the Community of the 
Resurrection at Mirfield, 
which were spent largely in 
silence. And this 
time in silence 
had me thinking 
about the com-
ing season of 
Lent.

I suppose we 
have an am-
bivalent attitude 
towards silence. 
It can be nice 
to get some 
“peace and 

quiet,” but trying to get to 
sleep if our environs are 
anything but silent can, for 
many, be a challenge. We 
also talk about awkward 
silences, or even eerie or 
deadly ones. But, what is 
silence all about and why 
might I advocate using it 
as a spiritual technique 
during Lent?

The majority of meals at 
the community are eaten 
in silence. This caused me 
to reflect on the nature 
of words and why we use 
them. In the words of Di-
etrich Bonhoeffer, whose 
writings I very much enjoy 
dipping into, from his ser-
mon on Psalm 62, silence 
is about allowing God to 
have the “first and last 
word” about you. It is not 
about justifying yourself, 
but about allowing God to 
speak of your justification. 

Christ 
Church 
intern, Ben 
O’Neill, 
talks about 
the virtue 
of silence
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Words allow us to judge. 
Think of Saint Peter in the 
Passion narratives and 
how his accent gives away 
his identity as a Galilean. 
My own accent is clearly 
not that of a Londoner! We 
can (or society assumes 
we can) judge intelligence, 
education, wealth, and no 
doubt many other things, 
from the way someone 
speaks or the words that 
they use. Even in a reli-
gious framework, the word 
someone uses to describe 
our Sunday worship (Mass, 
Eucharist, Holy Com-
munion, Lord's Supper, or 
even just worship service) 
can tell us much about 
their theology, even if they 
are all synonyms! Or, for 
German-speaking readers, 
whether we talk about “die 
Firmung” or “die Konfirma-

tion” can give away our de-
nomination. When we take 
away words, and no longer 
try to justify ourselves by 
our words, we can cling 
onto our true identities 
as children of God, and 
view each other through 
kingdom lenses.  

There are, of course, times 
when speaking out and 
speaking loudly are es-
sential. Simply bottling up 
our troubles, or remain-
ing silent in the face of 
injustice, is not what I am 
advocating. And we heard 
at our workshop, Gossip-
ing the Gospel, of the need 
to use words to spread the 
Good News and to allow 
others to become aware of 
the love of God. So there 
is, of course, a need for 
words – but silence can 
also be life-giving. 

I'm sure phrases such as 
“if you're talking, you're 
not listening” were as 
common in your primary 
school as they were in 
mine, but they are very 
true. We bombard God 
with so many words. We 
tell Him what we want and 
what we expect from Him, 
but seldom take the time 
to pause and to listen. 

Think of Elijah. It is not in 
the storm that the prophet 
discovers God and hears 
His voice, but in amongst 
the “still, small voice of 
calm” (see 1 Kings 19). 
Jesus, in His own ministry, 
repeatedly heads to the 
top of a mountain and 
away from the hustle and 
bustle and often manic 
pace of His ministry, to 
pause and reflect. He does 
this, for example, in Mark 
1:29-39. In the middle 
of His first whirlwind of 
healings and miracles, 
Our Lord pauses to check 
that His will is aligned with 
that of His Father and to 
declare His priority for His 
mission and ministry.

In medieval depictions 
of the Annunciation to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(we will commemorate 
this great feast at Even-
ing Prayer on Monday, 

Body of the Church, Community of the Resurrection at Mirfield

ð
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25 March at 18.15), we 
note that Christ is often 
conceived through Mary's 
ear. Her virginity, Her 
obedience and Her sense 
of hearing are very much 
connected in the thought 
of the Early Church and 
writings of the Church 
Fathers. 

We cannot be obedient 
unless we listen and, in turn, 
we cannot listen unless we 
first hear. Silence can create 
that framework and open-
ness in which we can hear. 

This season of Lent could 
be a time when we think 
more purposefully about 
silence. Why not take five 
or ten minutes each day 
just to pause in silence 
during Lent? 

Prayer is about a dialogue 
between man and God. 
We tend to be good at 
offering God our mono-
logues on who we think 
we are and what we think 
we need, but let's be more 
attentive and alert to 
God's response. We will be 

thinking about prayer and 
meditation, both corporate 
prayer and prayer on an 
individual basis, as part of 
the Wednesday and Thurs-
day Lent Groups this year. 
Do join us to find out more 
as we follow the Arch-
bishop's School of Prayer 
resource, written by former 
Archbishop of York, The Rt 
Revd. David Hope.

Every blessing for a peace-
ful and prayerful keeping 
of Lent from the Intern,

The Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary is the celebration on March 25 of the 
announcement by the Archangel Gabriel to Mary that she would bear a son. Gabriel 
told Mary to name her son Jesus or Yeshua, meaning “YHWH is salvation”. According 
to Luke 1:26, the Annunciation occurred “in the sixth month” of Elizabeth’s pregnancy 
with John the Baptist. The event is also described in the Quran. 

ð
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During the Lange Nacht
der Kirchen (long night 

of churches) churches in 
Vienna open their doors 
to curious visitors from 
across the city. 

On 24 May, Christ Church 
will once again participate 
in this popular event. The 
details of the programme 
are being finalized and it 
promises to be another 
exciting evening with a 
variety of items being 
presented by members 
of our congregation. This 
year the LNdK falls on the 
200th birthday of Queen 
Victoria so obviously we 
are being inspired by the 

Victorian era. Once again 
a group of young people 
will put their acting skills 
to the test as they present 
dramatized scenes from 
some well-loved Victorian 
literary works. The musi-
cians will present pieces 
connected to Victoria and 
her age. We will be telling 
our visitors about our con-
nection to Queen Victoria 
(she gave money towards 
the construction of our 
building) and we will in-
troduce people to the first 
African Anglican bishop 
who was consecrated in 
1864. He was from Nigeria 
and as a linguist helped to 
translate the Bible and the 

Book of Common Prayer 
into Yoruba.

So mark the date in your 
diary and invite friends 
and family to make Christ 
Church one of their stops 
during the evening. Look 
out for the full programme 
in the next edition of 
Crossways. 

The social committee will 
be looking for help with 
refreshments and the 
welcoming team will need 
people to help with provid-
ing information for our 
visitors. If you have any 
questions contact Melinda 
May or Lucille Curran.

From the Church Registers

X

The funeral service of Dilys Lehmann took place on 27 
December at the Crematorium Simmering.

A Memorial Service for Dilys was held on 14 January at 
Christ Church
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David 
Hope leads 
another 
enjoyable 
“wee 
ceilidh” at 
the Church 
Centre

Around 
twenty 
people 

enjoyed a lively 
evening of 
Scottish-style 
country dances 
on Friday, 8 
February in the 
Church Centre.
It is over eight years since 
our first trial ceilidh as 
a successor to the barn 
dances we enjoyed out 
at Himberg with Nikki 
Hertford. 

The latest ceilidh was just 
as successful, though we 
had learnt a little since 
that first attempt. The 
room was again emptied 
as much as possible 
of furniture to give 
more space, and it 
then quickly echoed 
to the sounds of 
Scottish accordion 
music played bril-
liantly, as ever, by 
our own Dave Hall. 
The dancers pol-
kaed, promenaded, 
hopped, skipped 
and chassied, as 
was required to 

follow the set steps of ten 
different dances. Call-
ers David Hope and Ann 
Murray found very little 
need to cajole anyone to 
join in, and there were still 
eighteen dancers on the 
floor when Auld Lang Syne 
was announced to finish 
off the evening.

Refreshments were kindly 
provided by members of 
the Social Committee, and 
the evening raised 88€ for 
church funds. X
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We would not have believed that Vivian had turned 80 if it weren’t for the presence in 
church of her children and grandchildren on Sunday, 7 February. Vivian has been re-
sponsible for our beautiful church flowers for more years than anyone can remember, 
and in all that time has never let us down. Not only the selection of flowers, but their 
careful arrangement, has embellished our services over the years. Her energy, her 
devotion to Christ Church and her warm smile make her a much loved and respected 
member of the congregation. We wish her good health and happiness in her new 
decade, together with her husband Herbert, and look forward to her continued close 
involvement in the life of our church.

Happy Birthday, Vivian
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The music 
of Johann 
Sebastian 

Bach is today 
appreciated 
by people all 
over the world, 
both those who 
understand the 
language and 
religion of the 
libretti and those 
who do not. 
Yet the context in which 
Bach composed his vast 
collection of sacred music 
was intrinsically tied to the 
Lutheran faith. Indeed, 
even his three cycles of 
church cantatas are based 
on a story that propels 
liturgical life from one 
Sunday to the next. 

In a talk at the Church 
Centre, Dr. Heber will elab-
orate on how the major 
doctrines of the Lutheran 
faith and the Biblical story 
are emphasized in Bach’s 
music. Drawing upon 
insight from the writings of 
German theologians from 
the 16th to 18th centuries 

who were represented in 
Bach’s library, including 
Martin Luther, August 
Pfeiffer, Heinrich Müller, 
and Abraham Calov, she 
will specifically demon-
strate how the gospel story 
culminates in Bach’s St. 
Matthew Passion, which 
conveys the Lutheran con-
cept of justification. 

The intention of Bach’s 
church music was loftier 
than its aesthetic value; 
his ‘musical sermons’ 
were meant to proclaim 
truth and incite the Chris-
tian listener to engage the 
storyline with a posture 
of faith and worship. One 
cannot escape Luther’s 
tenets of ‘sola scriptura’, 
‘sola fide’, 'sola gratia’, ‘so-
lus Christus’, and ‘soli Deo 
gloria’ in Bach’s music; the 
last of which Bach person-
ally signed on most of his 
compositions. 

The Gospel 
story in 
the sacred 
music of 
J. S. Bach: 
theological 
influence, 
inspiration, 
and expres-
sion. A 
talk by Dr. 
Noelle M. 
Heber

Dr. Noelle Heber will 
give her talk during 
an open breakfast on 
Saturday, 6 April, in the 
Church Centre, starting 
at 9.00. Since space is 
limited, please sign up 
with the Church Office if 
you would like to attend. 
It promises to be an 
engaging talk.  

X
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Theology on Tap is a series of open 
forum discussions for both Chris-
tians and non-Christians on topics 

relevant to the Church and society. 

Our next meeting will be held on 13 March 
2019 on the topic “Money: The Root of All 
Evil?”. Some argue that money is a power-
ful, but morally neutral tool. It brings with 
it a capacity for power to do good and find 
happiness. It can also enhance greed and 
the power to do harm. Others view money 
or the lack of it as fundamentally destruc-
tive. 

How much is too much? How much is 
enough? Does money inherently corrupt 
the human soul? In a world where poli-
tics debates the virtues of capitalism and 
communism, societies wrestle with the 
effects of consumerism, and many are 
simply struggling to find enough to make 
ends meet, money has complex moral, 
spiritual, and practical dimensions. Join a 
few local clergy for an open conversation 
on the questions of money. Grab a drink. 
Ask your questions. Watch some clergy sweat. 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019, at 18.30 for food and drink, open questions starting at 
19.00. Café Museum, Operngasse 7, 1010 Wien, Karlsplatz (U1/U2/U4). X
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March 1 (Fri) 18.00 Concert: Choir of Carrickfergus Grammar School

March 5 (Tues) 19.00 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Celebration

March 6 (Wed) 09.30 Said Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes

19.00 Said Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes

March 12 (Tues) 19.00 Lent Group 1 begins

March 13 (Wed) 10.15 Lent Group 2 begins

18.30 Theology on Tap: Money—The Root of all Evil?

March 14 (Thurs) 18.30 Lent Group 3 begins

March 20 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting

March 27 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

March 30 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ´s Häferl

April 3 (Wed) 19.00 Annual Chaplaincy Meeting

April 6 (Sat) 09.00 Open Breakfast

April 10 (Wed) 19.00 Soundings: Open Doors

April 13 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ´s Häferl

April 24 (Sun) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

May 1 (Wed) 18.15 Songs of Praise

May 7 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Mike Waltner – Interfaith dialogue

May 10–12 Rachel´s Vineyard retreat

May 11 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ´s Häferl

May 14 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Mike Waltner – Interfaith dialogue

May 15 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

May 17–19 Retreat at Stift Göttweig

May 24 (Fri) Lange Nacht der Kirchen

June 1 (Sat) 09.00 Men´s Breakfast

June 5 (Wed) 18.30 Theology on Tap

June 15 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ´s Häferl

June 16 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation with Bishop Robert

Sept 19–22 Eastern Archdeaconry Synod, Celged, Hungary

Oct. 12 (Sat) African Fest

Nov. 23 (Sat) Christ Church Advent Bazaar
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Bazaar Coordinator Derek Lacey 06991/6521115  
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 01-406 0709 
Bible Study (Sun.)  Ben O’Neill contact Church Office 
Church Shop Diana Dopheide  01-513 8272 
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri 0676/9418869 
Crossways Judy Castelino 0650/4747473 
Mailing list Erica Schenk  01-7148900 
Electoral Roll Alexander Rösch  01-971 8907 
Environment Officer David Stanners    david.a.stanners@gmail.com 
Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger    02230/9185 
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear* 
Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran  01-718 5902  
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley  01-409 5167 
Librarian  Ian Begg  0699/19471678  
Pledge Envelopes  Judy Hall  0664/4528893 
Prayer Ministry Patrick Curran  01-718 5902 
Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet  01-282 7717 
Publicity  vacant contact Church Office 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 0660/1469547 
Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk  01-714 8900 
Servers  Ben O’Neill btfo2@cam.ac.uk 
Sidespersons rota  Manfred Reiter 0677/61387282 
Soundings (Tues. eve.) Patrick Curran  01-714 8900 
Toddler Group (Thur.) vacant     contact Church Office 
Website  Robert Kinney contact Church Office

Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 
Lay Vice-Chairman  Elisabeth Stanners 
Churchwardens  Philip Reading 

Elisabeth Stanners 
Honorary Treasurer Judy Hall 
Archdeaconry Synod Morkor Korley 01-409 5167

Angela Peake-Herzog 06991/051 5841 
Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 02239/2562 
Members Sam Ifeagwu 01-974 9061

Derek Lacey 06991/6521115 
Melinda May  06991/2561193 
Manfred Reiter 0677/61387282 
Alexander Rösch 0650/6742277 
Sunday Ajayi contact Church Office 
Frank Sauer   frankgcsauerma@gmx.net

to be contacted through the Church O
ffice (office@

christchurchvienna.org



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, Jaurèsgasse 12, A-1030 Vienna


