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    CHRIST CHURCH SHOP 
Tel:  01-718 4634 
Salesianergasse 20,  
1030 Vienna 
Open: Tuesday-Friday:  

9.30-16.00 
Saturday: 9.30-12.00

This month’s cover shows Joan Dantinger (right) who was 
part of the Christ Church team of volunteers at the soup 
kitchen, ’s Häferl. To read more, see  Lynn Finnegan’s 
article on pp 24 and 25. 
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Articles and photos may 
only be reproduced with 
the permission of the 
Editor, crossways@aon.at.

CHAPLAIN: Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 

HON. ASSISTANT CURATE: Revd. Mike Waltner 
Licensed Reader  Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb) 
Priests with permission Revd. Clair Filbert-Ullmann 
    to officiate Revd. Christian Hofreiter   
Reader with permission Ms. Barbara Ryder  
    to officiate
Church Office Ms. Erica Schenk  
    Administrator Wed. and Thurs. 10.00-16.00
Verger  Mr. Andrew Seneviratne  
Choir Director Ms. Joan Avery 
Organist  Mr. Andrew Couse  

Klagenfurt: Ms. Helen Taupe  
Ljubljana: Ms. Barbara Ryder  
Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berković  (Reader)  

Church address  Jaurèsgasse 17-19, 1030 Vienna
Postal address  Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna
Church office  Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna 
Phone/fax  01-714 8900 
office@christchurchvienna.org
www.christchurchvienna.org 
www.facebook.com/christchurchvienna

Christ Church Vienna 
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Please submit articles to be considered 
for inclusion in the next issue of Cross-
ways to the Editor (crossways@aon.at) 
as well as to the Church Office (office@
christchurchvienna.org) at the latest by 
12 October 2018.

Judy

EDITORIAL

I trust readers are safely back from their holidays, and that those who did not travel 
abroad this year took time to relax in tropical Austria. By now, the younger members 
of the congregation will be facing the challenges of a new school year. We seem to 

be living in an increasingly competitive world, which while pressuring us to be better, 
achieve more and strive for greater rewards, comes at a high cost. We need to remind 
ourselves and our children that academic achievement is undoubtedly an admirable 
goal but it is not everything. While visiting the International Christian School of Vienna 
in June, I happened to pass the Elementary School notice board. Instead of listing 
prizewinners in categories such as “maths”, “composition” or “reading”, the leader-
boards were for “patience”, “kindness”, “gentleness” and “joy”. Alongside academic 
excellence, the school promotes Christian values in all its pupils, regardless of their 
religion—incidentally, the same values are shared by other world religions—but it was 
refreshing to find those qualities given public recognition. Christians, of course, do not 
have a monopoly on kindness, but they do have a commitment to kindness. Ephesians 
4:32 reminds us to be “kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God in Christ forgave you”. 

Living busy lives in a city is not always conducive to kindness. As a driver, I’m both 
aware and guilty of selfishness on the road. Short-temperedness is all too common in 
the worksplace, particularly when people are suffering from stress and fatigue. Frac-
tious children and elderly relatives can put a strain on the best of us. We may pride 
ourselves on our magnanimity when it comes to putting something in the charity box 
or donating to the bazaar, but is that enough? It’s not easy to meet grumpiness with 
a smile, confront rudeness with patience and a quiet voice, or turn away in silence 
from insults or verbal abuse (something all dog owners know about!). We need to take 
time to think of the other person. Is he/she tired, ill, unhappy, bored, worn down with 
problems? Only an angel can manage each time, but isn’t it our Christian duty at least 
to try?
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From the 
Desk of the 
Chaplain, 
Revd.
Canon 
Patrick 
Curran

One of the 
great 
classical 

musicians and 
conductors of 
our age, Daniel 
Barenboim, 
founded the West-Eastern 
Divan Orchestra in 1999 
with Edward Said. The 
orchestra comprises Arabs 
and Israelis. 

In a recent interview dur-
ing the Salzburg Festival 
for the Austrian newspaper 
Kurier, prior to the orches-
tra’s performing David 
Robert Coleman’s Looking 
for Palestine, he spoke 
about the piece in more 
detail. “This piece of music 
is based on Najla Said’s 
(Edward Said’s daughter) 
autobiography. She grew 
up as a Palestinian in 

a Jewish milieu in New 
York. This is a topic that is 
central to our concerns as 
an orchestra with Israeli 
and Arab musicians. How 
do people deal with their 
identities? And how are 
they treated?”

Najla Said begins her 
autobiography provoca-
tively, “I am a Palestinian-
Lebanese-American 
woman, but I grew up as a 
Jew in New York. I began 
my life as a WASP. I was 
born in Boston to an Ivy 
League literature profes-
sor and his wife, baptized 
into the Episcopal Church 
at the age of one, and at 
the age of five sent to an 
all-girls private school on 
the Upper East Side of 
Manhattan … it was at that 
point that I realized that 
something was seriously 
wrong—with me.”

Barenboim’s two ques-
tions “How do people deal 

Daniel Baranboim, in Vienna
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with their identities? And 
how are they treated?” 
are what I want to explore 
a little in this piece from 
the Chaplain’s Desk. Over 
the last few years I have 
been returning to people 
and places that are a part 
of who I am—a person of 
multiple identities. At the 
celebration of a sig-
nificant birthday I not only 
invited family for dinner in 
Hamburg, but also school 
friends from my time at 
the Ostsee Gymnasium in 
Timmendorfer Strand.

Last year, after almost thir-
ty years I returned to Galt, 
Ontario, where I lived and 
went to school for seven 
years and like the city of 
Hamburg, it is a part of my 
identity. By the way, Galt 
now features in American 
Netflix series such as Des-
ignated Survivor and The 

Handmaid’s Tale. While 
visiting Galt, it was good to 
explore old haunts, to see 
the two houses we lived in, 
to walk again the streets 
that were so familiar to me 
as a boy and to reminisce 
with friends about our 
childhood. 

What freedom we knew! 
What freedom we enjoyed 
as we cycled here and 
there and everywhere! This 
summer, a long-held wish 
came true and that was to 
spend a week on a North 
Frisian island, so that we 
could walk the mud flats, 
swim in the North Sea, 
enjoy the air to name a few 
activities. We didn’t pull 
North Sea shrimps, some-
thing I fondly remember 
doing with my mother and 
my aunt. During our stay 
we experienced stunning 
sunrises and sunsets. The 

birds were lively. Too lively! 
We had a good view of 
Mars and were privileged 
to watch the lunar eclipse 
from a superb vantage 
point. My desire to spend 
a week on a North Frisian 
island stems from the 
summers I spent as a boy 
on the island of Föhr. 

“What’s going on?” you 
might ask having read 
through the above. What 
I am aware of is that the 
people, places and experi-
ences that I write about all 
go to make up the person 
I am, whether I am aware 
of it or not. Am I a person 
of identities as Barenboim 
suggests? This question 
is one that I can consider 
having grown up in both 
Canada and Germany, 
as well as having lived in 
England for a good spell. I 
sensed the truth of identi-
ties as a teenager when 
I returned to Canada for 
the occasional summer 
holiday and fitted back in 
without batting as much 
as an eyelash.  After com-
pleting my Abitur my plan 
was to live, study and work 
in Germany. 

There is a deep desire 
to enfold all the different 
aspects of my life and my 
identities into my life. To 
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say yes to them so that 
they may enrich each 
other. In the above there 
is a cause for celebration 
without sidestepping things 
that were difficult. I was an 
asthmatic child. I experi-
enced xenophobia etc. 

Let’s pause for a moment 
and reflect. I am sure you 
can tell similar stories 
about people, places and 
experiences. Being such 
a mixed community some 
or many of these will be 
more colourful than my 
own. Returning to the first 
question we can ask with 
Daniel Barenboim, Njala 
Said and the West-Eastern 
Divan Orchestra, “How 
do people deal with their 
identities?” There are two 
approaches, I guess. One 
doesn’t integrate them. 
One doesn’t allow them 
space so that they can 
enrich other. There is a 
deep longing to belong, to 
fit it, not to stand out, for 
acceptance in each one 
of us. What is the cost 
to us? How much must 
we suppress, so that we 
meet the requirements of 
others’ imagined integra-
tion.   What is important 
in all this is not to adopt 
a persona, so that one 
can simply belong. We are 
more than the sum of our 
parts.

The second approach 
might begin with a ques-
tion or two. Must we make 
a choice about which 
identity will have the upper 
hand? What if we are a 
Third Culture Kid? How do 
we deal with this? Have 
given up their homes 
and left their countries 
to follow their spouses 
to Austria, some more 
willingly than others. It is 
important for the spouse 
to allow the other space 
to return to the homes of 
their upbringing and not 
be jealous of this longing 
in us for “home”. 

Lucille and I return to 
Canada at least every two 
years to see family and 
friends, but also to affirm 
our Canadianness, our 
North Americanness.  A 
part of our identity that 
has given us so much and 
without which we would 
be so much the poorer. 
We don’t idealise our 
individual 
identities. 
It doesn’t 
make me 
a better 
person 
than 
the next 
because 
I have 
these 
identities. 

The challenge is what to 
do with them. I suspect 
some born in Austria 
to parents of different 
identities, those so-called 
third culture kids, find it 
very difficult to find true 
acceptance. Language 
concerning integration 
is problematic, when it 
simply means become like 
one of us. The proponents 
of the “become like us” 
brigade have similar is-
sues, but they are more 
narrowly drawn. Within 
Austria there are different 
identities. Should some-
one from the Tyrol become 
more Viennese and vice 
versa to find acceptance? 
God forbid!

A church is to be a place 
of divine acceptance, 
because God accepts us 
as we are, but God also 
calls us from that place 
of first acceptance to 
become mature in Christ. 
To make a journey with the 

The Chaplain’s school in Galt

ð
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one who has called us into 
acceptance. And there you 
have it. Besides some of 
the identities that I have 
touched on above that go 
to make up Patrick Curran 
there is also my Christian 
identity that leavens every-
thing else that I have said 
above.  The Christian faith 
with its moral edge (“the 
hard word” John 6.60) 
challenges us not only 
to affirm or to welcome 
acceptance, but also to 
walk away from that which 
is contrary to the will of 
God. The measure is not 
me, but God’s revelation 
throughout the history of 
a people and especially    
Jesus Christ - God’s other-
ness.   

The other question—“How 
are the identities?”—re-
ceived a partial answer 
above by how we welcome, 
enfold and celebrate our 
identities. But there is also 
the question of how others 
treat our identities. There 
was a time when I would 
speak at weddings urging 
those being married not 
to trample on each oth-
ers’ dreams. In the same 
way we must not trample 
on people’s identities, 
but make room for them 
to flourish, learn how to 
celebrate them and allow 

them to seep into our 
communities, but also not 
forgetting the hard word 
that we all need to hear 
from time to time. 

At Christ Church we have 
a God-given opportunity 
to do just that, to learn 
from each other about 
other cultures, ethnicities, 
experiences etc, but also 
to celebrate our unity in 
diversity, which God gives 
us and which we are to 
receive as a gift and live. 

Some hesitate as they 
cross the threshold of 
Christ Church and first 
behold a diverse com-
munity gathered around 
the Lord’s Table. Others 
having crossed celebrate 
and find our community a 
sign of hope to them and 
the world that people with 
such different identities 
can come together in a 

common purpose to love 
and serve God and follow 
Christ.   

I began with two ques-
tions. I have only given 
them a partial answer 
here, but I hope they have 
stirred in you the reader 
some thoughts about an 
identity (your identity) and 
identities (your identi-
ties), mindful that these 
identities are to find their 
fulfilment in Christ.  The 
Church is a living organ-
ism and we are people 
who are called to grow in 
maturity in faith in com-
munity with others. Other-
ness shouldn’t be a threat 
to us, but a cause for 
exploration. “O Lord, how 
manifold are your works! 
In wisdom you have made 
them all; the earth is full 
of your creatures. “(Psalm 
104.24)

X

Trinity Anglican Church in Cambridge, Ontario
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Meet the 
new Christ 
Church 
Intern, Ben 
O’Neill

Dear 
brothers 
and sis-

ters at Christ 
Church, 
It is great to have this 
opportunity to introduce 
myself in this issue of 
Crossways. I look forward 
to getting to know you all 
in person and thank you 
in advance for what, I’m 
sure, will be a generous 
welcome. It was a pleasure 
to meet many of you when 
I visited the church in 
June and attended the 
wonderful Church BBQ. I’d 
like publicly to record my 
thanks to all who facili-
tated that weekend and for 
your hospitality. 

I am spending this aca-
demic year as an Erasmus 
student at the University 
of Vienna, and I count it a 
real blessing to be able to 
serve as intern at Christ 
Church. I will also be work-
ing on a research project 
on the history of Protes-
tantism—and attempts to 
combat it—in Early Modern 
Austria. 

For the past two years, I 
have been reading Ger-
man with Classics at Pe-

terhouse, Cambridge, the 
university’s oldest college, 
and I have been based at 
Little Saint Mary’s Church.

I am originally from Dur-
ham, a beautiful cathedral 
city in the North East of 
England, and I am current-
ly discerning a call to ordi-
nation within that diocese; 
I hope that my experiences 
at Christ Church this year, 
supporting Father Patrick 
and the clergy team, will 
allow me to progress in 
my spiritual journey and to 
grow in the knowledge and 
love of God.

My hobbies include travel, 
classical music, literature, 
and eating out—all of 
which will be, I’m sure, 
well served in Vienna!

Aside from getting to know 
you all, one of my first 
tasks is to increase the 
number of offerings of 
Evening Prayer throughout 
the week; God is supreme-
ly good and worthy of our 
praise every day of the 
week, not just on Sundays, 
so I hope that you can join 
me on Mondays, Tues-
days, and Wednesdays. 

I look forward to meeting 
you all when I arrive; my 
first Sunday as an intern 
will be 2 September. 
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Christ Church BBQ
  
The Christ Church BBQ on Sun-
day, 25 June was blessed with 
sunshine, good company and ex-
cellent humour, in equal meas-
ure. Newcomers to the event 
included Ben O’Neill, the new 
intern, as well some people who 
attend the six o’clock service. A 
musical quiz (won by Sam/Sanj 
and Vivian/James) provided a 
challenge and entertainment for 
all where one of the highlights 
was undoubtedly the Currans’ 
performance of Amazing Grace).
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Saturday, 
18 August, 
was a per-

fect summer’s 
day for a hike on 
the Rax.
Twenty-seven partici-
pants from Christ Church 
ventured up the Rax 
mountain for a hike on the 
plateau (between 1,545 
and 1,783 metres). It was 
a nice escape from the 
sweltering 34oC in Vienna. 
Although hovering around 
19oC on the Rax plateau, 
it still felt hot with the 
sun quite intense at that 
altitude.

We met promptly at ten 
in the morning at the 
Hirschwang an der Rax 
cable car station for our 
reserved cable car ride 

at 10.30. We ascended 
1,000 metres to the Rax 
plateau and the start of 
our hike. 

Our Chaplain started us 
with a prayer of thanks-
giving as we took in the 
beautiful scenery on such 
a wonderful day gathered 
together as a community 
for a fine day of walking 
and fellowship.

We walked together for 
the first 30 to 45 minutes 
to our first destination 
the Ottohaus. Here, after 
sampling what was to 
come, the hikers were 
offered two alternative 
routes either Preinerwand 
or Seeweg and we split 
into two groups. Both 
groups then met later at 
the Seehütte where we 
took a 50-minute refresh-
ment break either buying 
food from the simple 

Angela 
Peake 
Herzog and 
Patrick 
Knox-
Peebles 
lead a walk 
on the Rax 
Mountains
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kitchen there or eating 
our packed lunches. After 
this nice, relaxing break 
we walked back together 
along the Seeweg to the 
Ottohaus and then to the 
cable car station where 
we had a reservation for 
a 16:00 descent. We had 
successfully completed 
our 11.7 km walk on the 
Rax plateau!

Following our hike, we 
gathered at the Alpen-
gasthof Oberer Eggl in 
Prein an der Rax for our 
well-deserved drinks and 
early dinner. It was a 
perfect summer’s evening 
and the very thoughtful 
family owners had set up 
tables for us on the patio 
in the garden with the Rax 
behind us in the distance.

Thanks be to God for 
beautiful nature, dramatic 
mountains, good walking 

and our traditional Christ 
Church fellowship! X

photos by Francis Okpata
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There is 
no doubt 
in my 

mind that the 
highlight of the 
past year was the 
Lange Nacht der 
Kirchen. 
Christ Church took part 
in the Open Night of the 
Churches, literally Long 
Night of the Churches, 
with a varied programme 
calling on different gifts 
from members of the con-
gregation. The highlight 
for me was the sketches 
by members of the Kids’ 
Church and servers taking 
leading roles in all three 
sketches. It brought out 
in one teenager a gift for 
acting. As the director, 
an actress herself, said: 
“Timing is something you 
have; it is not something 
you can teach.” 

But there were other spe-
cial moments. We began 
with an hour-long session 
of African music employ-
ing three djembe drums 
and other African instru-
ments. A jazz band led a 
session of hymn singing, 
as well as jamming for a 
good twenty minutes. The 

evening concluded with 
Carole Alston, a blues 
and gospel singer, singing 
gospels amongst which 
was There is a Balm in 
Gilead. It was an excellent 
evening. It was a lot of 
work for those involved, 
but definitely worth the ef-
fort. The Lange Nacht der 
Kirchen was inaugurated 
in 2005 and has since 
been an annual event with 
an estimated 250,000 vis-
iting the various offerings.

Last year we offered three 
courses on Exploring Pas-
toral Care (see page 15 
for links). The uptake was 
good. We in the ministry 
committee were encour-
aged to offer another 
course on welcoming 
using material developed 
by the Church of Eng-
land entitled Everybody 
welcome. 

I am excited about not 
only helping everyone to 
understand that we have a 
responsibility to welcome, 
but that we also have a 
responsibility to help peo-
ple into a relationship of 
belonging. This emphasis 
is new and worth shar-
ing widely with members 
of the congregation. The 
ultimate goal of both train-
ing courses is to establish 

The 
Chaplain 
shares with 
us his report 
to the forth-
coming 
Eastern 
Deaconry 
Synod, 
covering 
events in 
the life of 
our church 
over the 
past eight 
months
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a pastoral team, as well 
as a welcome team by 
setting people aside to 
be welcomers in addition 
to sidespersons; whether 
this will be achieved, time 
will tell.

Our confirmation class this 
year was unusual in that 
eight adults either asked 
to be confirmed, bap-
tized and confirmed, or 
received into the Church 
of England. We met on 
a regular basis for half a 
year focusing the sessions 
on material from Pilgrim.* 

A new venture for Christ 
Church in 2017/2018 
was our joining the 
Church of England 
Ministerial Experience 
Scheme (CEMES), which 
is excellently coordinated 
and led by the Director of 
Ordinands, Canon William 

Gulliford. The purpose 
of the scheme is to give 
young adults who are 
considering a vocation to 
the ministry of the Church 
an experience of ordained 
ministry after interviews 
by inviting them to be 
intimately involved in the 
life, ministry and witness 
of a local church, which 
includes shadowing the 
chaplain. There are many 
opportunities for ministry. 
These are supervised by 
the chaplain. The intern 
is also accompanied 
throughout the year by a 
theological mentor, as well 
as a spiritual mentor. The 
council’s positive experi-
ence of having an intern in 
our midst for ten months 
means that we have 
signed up for another 
year, although more of the 
financing will fall to the lo-
cal chaplaincy, as central 
funding for the scheme 
was only for the first three 
years.  Those who attend-
ed last year’s synod will 
remember Philip Milton. 
This year the synod will 
be joined by Ben O’Neill, 
a third year student from 
Peter House, Cambridge, 
on the Erasmus Scheme. 

An item of concern was 
the Bishop’s Council’s 
decision of last year to 

double Common Fund 
contributions over 2018 
and 2019. As a council we 
have engaged the interim 
Diocesan Secretary in 
correspondence express-
ing concerns and seeking 
clarification. Interested 
members of the congrega-
tion have been informed 
of the Bishop’s Council’s 
decision. We now await 
the Bishop’s Council’s 
final decision.

During the year we sub-
mitted a proposal to the 
Finance Committee to 
take our ministry to the 
Vienna International Cen-
tre, home to the United 
Nations and affiliated 
organizations, such as the 
IAEA (International Atomic 
Energy Agency). Vienna is 
the third administrative 
seat of the United Nations 
after New York and Ge-
neva.  We have continued 
with Theology on Tap 
(ToT) in 2017/2018 and 
have three more sessions 
planned for 2018/2019. 
The purpose of ToT is to 
enable a conversation 
with those beyond the 
church who are interested 
in matters of religion, 
theology and faith. The 
sessions are held in a his-
toric Viennese café, Café 
Museum.

* Pilgrim is a
major teaching and
discipleship resource
from the Church
of England. It aims
to help every local
church create a place
where people can
explore the Christian
faith together and see
how it can be lived
out each day.

(continued on p 15)
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What does the world 
look like? 

I often wonder how people 
make sense of Christian 
services and sermons. 
During the summer I had 
the opportunity to put 
into practice what I find 
helpful when joining other 
Christian communities for 
worship. It is very simple. 
I am determined that I will 
take something away with 
me to ponder, consider 
and reflect on, usually 
something that helps me 
to a deeper understanding 
of God and the message 
of the Gospel. I am inten-
tional about my worship. 
It might be something 
from the readings. This is 
almost always the case, 
but also from the sermons, 
whether they have spoken 
to me or not.

One occasion stands out 
this summer particularly 
and that was the Sunday 
we heard Mark’s account 
of the Beheading of John 
the Baptist, Mark 6:14-29. 
The preacher noting where 
this episode is placed in 
Mark’s gospel said, “The 
beheading of John is 
what the world looks like 
without God”. Those words 
have stayed with me and 
are to my mind the key to 

understanding the pas-
sage. Mark inserts John’s 
beheading not simply to 
record a historical event, 
but to show what a world 
looks like without Jesus. 
The other Sunday reading 
I want to touch on here 
is the Feeding of the Five 
Thousand in chapter six of 
John’s Gospel and which 
we considered during 
August. The preacher con-
cluded the sermon saying, 
Jesus is to us “the bread 
of life in a time of famine”. 

The above serves the 
purpose of underlining 
that we not only receive 
the words of Scripture, 
the sermon, the prayers, 
familiar liturgical texts like 
the Collects, which speak 
to me again and again, but 
we also make an effort in 
the sense of being alert. 
We are ready to hear. We 
are active listeners. We 
come expectant that God 
will speak to us sometimes 
only through a phrase, a 
gesture and a kindness 
extended. We begin our 
liturgies at Christ Church 
“in the name of living God” 
ever active, ever present, 
forever touching lives. This 
is our vocation, the way 
we reach out as we seek 
to live in the realities of 
today’s world.

The 
Chaplain’s 
thoughts on 
coming to 
church ... 
and taking 
something 
away
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Soundings sessions 
continued throughout the 
year. We finished before 
the summer with a four 
week course on the Cov-
enants focusing especially 
on the Abrahamic, Mosaic, 
Davidic and New Testa-
ment Covenants.

A major milestone during 
the year was the publica-
tion of the 100th edition 
of our parish magazine 
Crossways. Without the 
dedicated service of the 
editor we would have 
never kept up the high 
standard that she has set. 
Here a thank-you to her 
and those who supported 

her during this time. All 
back issues of Crossways 
can be found on our newly 
developed website. This 
would not have been pos-
sible without the dedicat-
ed service of our deacon. 
Again thank you.

I won’t be with you at the 
synod this year, as I will be 
attending the Old Catholic 
Congress in Vienna, which 
takes place at the same 
time as the synod. I wish 
you all and especially 
Thamarai a happy, suc-
cessful and productive 
synod. 

Finally, this year the chil-
dren attending Pentecost 
session of Kids’ Church 
learnt how everyone heard 
the disciples speaking in 
their own tongue. The chil-
dren returned to church 
for communion just in 
time for the Lord’s Prayer. 
Everyone was asked to 
pray the Lord’s Prayer in 

Useful links:

www.pilgrimcourse.
org/the-course

www.chpublishing.
co.uk/features/every-
body-welcome

 www.pastoralcareuk.
org/pastoral-care/
training-resources/
exploring-pastoral-care-
a-resource-for-all-of-
church.html

www.cafemuseum.at/
de/cafe-museum/das-
cafe-museum.html

Prayer requests:

Pray for Ben O’Neill 
joining us as an intern

Pray for our ministry of 
outreach via Theology 
on Tap and other initia-
tives

Pray for our magazine 
editor Judy and our 
website developer 
Robert

Pray that our church 
may be a safe place for 
all ages.

their own language. The 
Kids’ Church teacher 
turned to a four year old 
and said “Do you hear 
everyone speaking in dif-
ferent languages?” 

To which the little girl 
looked wide-eyed and said 
in a whisper, “Do I have 
the flame on my head?”

Presentation of Crossways awards to some of the top  
Crossways contributors and supporters

(continued from p 15)
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Lynn 
Finnegan 
shares her 
experience 
as part of  
the Christ 
Church 
soup 
kitchen 
team

Two years 
ago 
when I 

contacted-
Alexander 
Roesch about 
helping with  
‘s Häferl, I was 
disappointed to 
hear he did not 
need any more 
volunteers for 
that day. 
What a great position to 
be in, I thought: too many 
volunteers. I am guessing 
many churches do not 
share this problem.

Alexander placed me on 
his mailing list and a few 
months later I was able to 
spend my Saturday with 
a wonderful group from 
Christ Church, preparing 
and serving at this “soup 
kitchen with a difference.”  
‘s Häferl has been serv-
ing meals and providing 
support to the homeless 
and anyone in need since 
1988. The “difference” 
is there is an intentional 
emphasis on provid-
ing more than physical 

nourishment. Das Häferl 
seeks to nourish the whole 
person. Unlike most soup 
kitchens, where those 
wanting a meal form a 
queue and are expected to 
carry their own food, those 
arriving here are served. 
Their food is brought to the 
table by volunteers and 
their plates are cleared 
for them. Although ’s 
Häferl serves an average 
of 240 persons each of 
the four days of the week 
they are open, no patron 
is rushed through. Many 
linger for hours, talking 
with one another, relax-
ing, and interacting with 
the volunteers. The other 
difference with ’s Häferl is 
the amazing quality of the 
food served! Although they 
rely heavily on “whatever 
is in the cupboard,”  I am 
always impressed with 
the calibre of the meal. 
In true Austrian tradition, 
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a light soup and bread 
precedes the main dish. 
The last time I was there, 
a creamy and beautifully 
seasoned tomato soup 
was on the menu, followed 
by a Bärlauch pesto pasta 
made from Bärlauch hand-
picked by the kitchen crew. 

In Matthew’s gospel, we 
are confronted with the 
alarming revelation that 
feeding the hungry, giving 
drink to the thirsty, clothing 
the naked, and visiting 
the sick and imprisoned 
IS doing the same for the 
King of Glory. Not “like” or 
“similar to” but IS. I truly 
believe God’s invitation 
to serve Christ by serving 
others is an invitation, for 
each and every one of us, 
to do more than fill the 
collection plate on Sunday 
or write a check to our 
favourite charity. I believe 
God calls us into relation-
ship with one another, for it 
is there, peering into each 
other’s eyes, that we begin 
to understand that Christ 
is in the other. We are no 
longer us (those who have) 
and them (those who do 
not) but we become one in 
the Body of Christ. 

I love seeing the Body 
of Christ in motion at ’s 
Häferl. I love the laughter 
and the fellowship the 

Christ Church team enjoys 
as we peel onions and (the 
favourite) garlic. Patrick 
might be happy to hear we 
even sometimes discuss 
the sermon! I admire the 
way the staff treats each 
customer with respect 
and I see the rapport that 
has developed with many 
of them. I have learned 
the face of the hungry is 
varied and a smile often 
goes a long way in bridging 
communication gaps. I 
am saddened by the cruel 
grasp of addiction and 
poverty and gladdened 
by the camaraderie and 
generosity.

I will take my lessons from 
’s Häferl back to the US 
and the soup kitchens I 
have worked in there. My 
prayer for Christ Church is 
that Alexander will be so 
overwhelmed with requests 
to serve at ’s Häferl that 
additional ministry oppor-
tunities need to be found. I 
pray that those who do not 
feel called to work in a soup 
kitchen feel the call to Christ 
Church’s prison ministry 
team or to visiting the 
stranger who is sick or some 
other “hands on” ministry, 
peering into the eyes of the 
other and saying, “aha! I see 
the King of Glory here!”

X
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10
17
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WEDNESDAY

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Everbody
 Welcome course

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Everbody
 Welcome course

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Everbody
 Welcome course

September 2018
MONDAY TUESDAY

16
9

23
30

24

3 54
12

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church resumes
11.15 Service in Ljubljana
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Reading Group

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Everybody 
  Welcome course

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Everybody 
  Welcome course

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Everybody 
  Welcome course

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Everybody 
 Welcome course

18.15 Evening Prayer

208.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
18.00 Evensong
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Everbody
 Welcome course

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Everbody
 Welcome course

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Everbody
 Welcome course

TUESDAY

28 29
2221

14 15
817654

12
20

09.15 Parish Outing  
 to Niedersulz

08.00 Christ Church
 volunteers at
 s’Häferl

10.00 
Family Day at  

Schönstattzentrum
 

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice
19.00 Soundings

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice
19.00 Soundings,  
 led by Janine  
 Arnott

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

18.30 Concert of harp  
 and organ
 (time tbc)

Holy Cross Day

St. Matthew

St. Michael and 
All Angels

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Everybody 
  Welcome course

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Everybody 
  Welcome course

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Everybody 
  Welcome course

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Everybody 
 Welcome course

18.15 Evening Prayer

103 Sept Oct.indd   19 02/09/2018   22:06:18



10
3

24
16 17

1
8

15
9

WEDNESDAY

Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity
Harvest Thanksgiving

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Church Council 
 Meeting

October 2018
MONDAY TUESDAY

14
7

21
28 29

22 23
3130

2
08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving and 
 Admission to Holy Communion
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer 
19.00 Alpha Course

18.15 Evening Prayer 
19.00 Alpha Course

18.15 Evening Prayer 
19.00 Alpha Course

18.15 Evening Prayer 
19.00 Alpha Course

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity

Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity

Last Sunday after Trinity
St. Simon and Saint Jude

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Everybody
 Welcome course

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Church Council 
 Meeting

TUESDAY

23
31  

26
30

27
2019
1312

4 62

18
25

09.00 Safeguarding
 Training

10.00 Council  
 Planning  Day

17.00 Animal Blessing
 Service19.00 Jazz in the  

 Church

St. Luke

AUSTRIAN 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Everybody
 Welcome course

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Theology on Tap  
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice
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Soundings 

September/October  
The next three Soundings sessions are on Thursday, 
13 September (Christian Ministry to Prisons), Tues-
day, 9 October (Mission and the Local Church) and 
Tuesday, 16 October (the Christ Church pilgrimage 
to Biblical Jordan). The Revd Bob Payne will speak to 
us of the work of prison chaplains and chaplaincies 
in Europe with a special focus on the work in Eng-
land. Frank Sauer will speak to us about his doctoral 
dissertation based on interviews with members of 
Christ Church, and the Chaplain with others will 
speak about the Christ Church pilgrimage to Jordan. 

Soundings In November  
The Old Testament book of Leviticus has a bad repu-
tation. With scores of prohibitions—from cursing your 
parents to letting one’s hair become unkempt, both 
of which are punished by death—Leviticus is known 
for dietary restrictions, purity rules, and holiness 
codes. But, is that all there is? Does it still apply? Do 
all the parts still apply equally? What does Leviticus 
have to do with being a Christian? Join us for three 
sessions of Soundings (November 13, 20, and 27) 
on the topic “Stop Trashing Leviticus!” where we’ll 
attempt to make sense of Leviticus.

Theology on Tap

IS HUMANITY MAKING PROGRESS? Advances in science, technology and the arts, as well as 
increased production of goods and services suggest that human society is evolving in a produc-
tive way. Much of the rhetoric surrounding globalization seems to indicate things are, or should 
be, getting better.  However, increasing distrust towards once cherished institutions is on the 
rise. Social divisions, economic disparity, environmental degradation—within developed and 
underdeveloped societies—and continuing conflict in the form of terrorism and war are realities. 
These pose significant challenges to the notion we are making progress. Or are these just grow-
ing pains of a humanity which is flourishing? Join a few local clergy for an open conversation on 
the complex question of human progress and related topics. Grab a drink. Ask your questions. 
Watch some clergy sweat. Thursday, 11 October, 18.30 for food and drink, open questions start 
at 19.00. Café museum, Operngasse 7, 1010 Wien (Karlsplatz (U1/U2/U4). Hosted by Christ 
Church, www.christchurchvienna.org.

H2O: Family Day,  
8 September 2018

From 10.00 to 16.00 at Schön-
stattzentrum am Kahlenberg, 
Sulzwiese 1, 1190 Vienna.  
Last year we had a great day 
and we hope the weather holds 
so we can make full use of the 
outdoor facilities. The struc-
tured part of the day will be in 
the morning with more fun and 
games in the afternoon. If you 
have other commitments and 
can only make part of the day 
just let us know. By car, drive 
over the Höhenstrasse from 
Grinzing, Bus 38A from Heili-
genstadt (U4) or Grinzing in the 
direction of Kahlenberg to the 
stop Sulzwiese. Please aim to 
arrive by 9.45 for a 10.00 start. 
Cost: €20 per family which in-
cludes lunch. Tea and coffee is  
available at the centre (remem-
ber to bring small change).
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Alpha Course at 
Christ Church 

There are many who are curi-
ous about the Christian faith 
and others who know that 
they have a rudimentary un-
derstanding of Christianity. 
For many years now enquir-
ers and seekers as well as 
Christians across the world 
have been coming together 
around a course called Al-
pha. The Chaplain is offering 
this ten-week course begin-
ning in the autumn. The ses-
sions will be on Monday eve-
nings at 19.00 and finishing 
at 20.30 beginning on Mon-
day, 8 October. Further dates 
to be agreed with those at-
tending on 8 October.

First Communion at Christ Church

In September, Marie Christina Krier and Joan Dant-
inger will be giving lessons for all those children  who 
are over seven, or nearly seven, who wish to be ad-
mitted to Holy Communion on Sunday, 7 October. 
The lessons will be on Sundays (9, 16, and 23 Sep-
tember) after the 10.00 service. 

A Night of Jazz, Gospel and 
Spiritual Music

From George Lewis’s Jazz at Vespers to John Coltrane’s 
A Love Supreme, jazz and the Christian faith have a long 
and rich history of beautiful interaction. Jazz is grounded 
in the spirituality of the American south and finds expres-
sions in clubs, concerts and churches across the world 
today. It’s poetry. It’s soul. It’s worship. Join us for an 
evening of jazz and worship music featuring musicians 
from the Christ Church Six O’clock Service. They will be 
joined by special guests. There is no entrance charge, 
but donations will go towards the church’s music pro-
gramme. Friday, 5 October, 19.00 at Christ Church.

Ministry of Wholeness and Healing

At the Six O’clock service on 23 September there 
will be an opportunity to receive the ministry of the 
laying on of hands. In the introduction to the vol-
ume Wholeness and Healing of Common Worship 
we read, “Healing, reconciliation and restoration are 
integral to the good news of Jesus Christ. For this 
reason prayer for individuals, focused through laying 
on of hands or anointing with oil, has a proper place 
within the public prayer of the Church. God’s gracious 
activity of healing is to be seen both as part of the 
proclaiming of the good news and as an outworking 
of the presence of the Spirit in the life of the Church.”

Animal Blessing

Go to the ant, you sluggard; 
consider its ways and be 
wise! Proverbs 6.6 

You are cordially invited to 
join the Animal Blessing Ser-
vice at 17.00 on Saturday, 6 
October, together with your 
cats, dogs and other ani-
mals. Let us give thanks for 
our pets, who are amongst 
our closest friends and com-
panions. Everyone is wel-
come with or without pets. 
For any questions contact 
franksauerma@gmx.at
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Nigel 
Reynard 
looks at the 
origins of 
the Service 
of Nine 
Lessons 
and Carols 

With the 
app-
roach 

of the  100th 
anniversary of 
the first Service 
of Nine Lessons 
and Carols being 
held at King’s 
College Chapel, 
Cambridge, 
Crossways will 
be dedicating a 
two-part series 
that looks back 
at the origins 
of the Service 
and how it has 
developed to the 
present day. 
Saturday, 2 November 
1918: King’s College 
Chapel, Cambridge. The 
weather in Southern Eng-
land is atypically mild for 
the time of the year. Two 
days beforehand, the Hun-
garian government had 
terminated the personal 
union with Austria, thus 

officially and effectively 
dissolving what had been 
the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. Britain has been 
involved in what we know 
today as the First World 
War for over 1500 days. 
At a memorial service in 
the Chapel on this warm, 
autumnal day, the names 
of 199 King’s College men 
who had fallen in the last 
four years are recited. 18 
of the names read out 
are those of men who 
had sung as choirboys 
belonging to that very 
Chapel. Some seven or 
so weeks thereafter, Eric 
Milner-White, the militarily 
decorated but trauma-
tised chaplain conducting 
the memorial service who 
had himself spent years 
witnessing the horrors 
of the Western Front as 
an army chaplain, will be 
leading the Chapel’s first 
Service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols on Christmas 
Eve 1918.

This one hundredth an-
niversary is not by any 
means the sole milestone 
in the history of this 
Service, the origins of 
which can be traced back 
to Truro in Cornwall in the 
19th Century. It was here 
that on the night of Christ-
mas Eve 1880 the Bishop 
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of Truro, Edward White 
Benson, held a service for 
his parishioners compris-
ing nine lessons with 
various carols included. 
The location: a make-
shift wooden structure 
that served as the church 
whilst the three-spired 
Truro Cathedral was being 
constructed, as overseen 
by the Bishop himself. 

Entitled “Nine Lessons 
with Carols. A Festal 
Service for Christmas 
Eve”, a number of modern 
day books and official 
websites lend credence 
to the notion that Bishop 
Benson’s motivation for 
starting this new tradi-
tion actually went beyond 
merely offering the good 
folk of Truro a service of 
divine worship; it was, so 
it is argued, in fact to offer 
an alternative to a rather 
less divine tradition, 
namely the intensive fre-
quenting of Cornish public 
houses on Christmas Eve 
with a view to indulging in 
a somewhat different kind 
of ‘festive spirit’.

What quickly became 
known as the Truro 
Service rapidly gained in 
popularity well beyond 
Cornwall. This was per-
haps conveniently helped 

by the fact that Benson 
was appointed Archbishop 
of Canterbury in 1883, 
thus giving further promi-
nence and stature to what 
nowadays would probably 
be referred to as one of 
his pet projects.

So let us come back 
to the year 1918, and 
to the Chapel of King’s 

College, Cambridge – a 
magnificent building, the 
foundation stone of which 
had been laid almost five 
centuries beforehand in 
accordance with the “wille 
and entent” of King Henry 
VI. The original Truro
Service held in 1880 at
which “the Congregation
[were] requested to stand
during the reading of the

ð
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Lesson from the Gospel 
of S. John, the Hymns, 
the Chorus, Glory to God, 
the Hallelujah Chorus, 
and Magnificat” is now 
to become a “Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
in King’s College Chapel 
upon Christmas Eve 
1918” at which an overall 
slightly greater emphasis 
appears to be placed on 
the music. Indeed, when 
it comes to the singing, 
the 34-year-old College 
chaplain Eric Milner-White 
leaves those attending 
in no doubt as to what is 
expected of them, with the 
Order of Service stating 
that the congregation 
“and its members should 
join heartily in the singing 
of the hymns and verses 
specifically marked for 
that purpose”. 

But it was not until one 
year later, in 1919, that 
two major amendments 
were made. These were 
to become permanent 
features that now shape 
the very essence and 
structure of the Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
that we know today. 

The first was the plac-
ing of the carol Once in 
Royal David’s City at the 
beginning of the Service, 
with the initial verse being 
sung as a solo. The sec-
ond was the creation and 
insertion of the Bidding 
Prayer immediately after 
the first carol. The text of 
the Bidding Prayer, which 
still today in 2018 re-
mains almost completely 
unmodified in its wording, 
was deeply influenced by 
the immediate aftermath 

of the First World War. 
Steeped in references 
to the War, its purpose 
was both practical and 
symbolic: it tied together 
many of the Benedictions 
which previously had been 
included prior to each 
reading, now inviting the 
congregation “in heart 
and mind to go even unto 
Bethlehem and see this 
thing which is come to 
pass”. In the aftermath of 
a civilisation having been 
ravaged by the horrors of 
war, it is a prayer to God 
for “peace on earth and 
goodwill among all His 
people”. It ends with what 
at the time was a poignant 
geographical reference: 
“Lastly, let us remember 
before God all those who 
rejoice with us, but upon 
another shore.” Inevitably, 
over the years, these ref-

ð
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X

erences have come to be 
understood in further con-
texts, yet with little need 
to modify the wording. 
Put simply, the Bidding 
Prayer has established 
itself over these last 
almost one hundred years 
as a timeless work. Eric 
Milner-White had become 
convinced through his 
experiences that religious 
services needed new and 
creative ways to connect 
with people’s lives; the 
timeless relevance and in-
stant recognition that ‘his’ 
Bidding Prayer still enjoys 
to this day arguably serves 
as a fitting example of just 
how adroitly he succeeded 
in realising this ambition.

On one final note, the 
Bidding Prayer also makes 
reference to “the poor and 
helpless, […] the lonely 
and the unloved, […] and 

the little children”. The 
very first collection to be 
taken at this Service in 
King’s College Chapel in 
1918 was for the Church 
of England Waifs and 
Strays (i.e. homeless) So-
ciety and the Cambridge 
Children’s Convalescent 
Home. Throughout the 
land and to this day, many 
of the collections held at 
this Service – a com-
memoration of the birth 

of a homeless boy, born in 
a manger – are largely in 
aid of homeless charities.

In the next edition and 
second part of these 
articles written by Nigel 
Reynard for Crossways, we 
will be looking at how the 
Service has flourished and 
prospered over the years, 
from its first live radio 
transmission in the 1920s 
up to today in 2018.

On 24 June, Liam Gerald Decmar

On 8 July, Nicholas Alfred Marek Leroy

A memorial service for Laura Fairburn was held at Christ 
Church on 18 May

From the Church Registers
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Morkor 
Korley on 
the joy of 
reading 
and new 
encounters

The Christ 
Church 
reading 

meets about six 
times a year to 
discuss a book 
recommended 
by one of its 
members. 
Discussing a book in a 
group creates a setting 
where everyone has the 
opportunity to share their 
thoughts and feelings 
about what they read. It 
can also be a way to try 
out books one might never 
pick for oneself. It is dif-
ferent from a Bible Study 
group where the theme 
of discussion is from the 
Bible; rather the reading 
group discusses differ-
ent types of books from a 
range of authors.

On Thursday, 26 April, the 
reading group met to dis-
cuss the short story collec-
tion of a book from Eliza-
beth Strout’s Anything is 
Possible. It is an interest-
ing and brilliant book that 
in my opinion, teaches a 
lot. The writer uses dif-
ferent people and stories 

to explore themes such 
as the effects of poverty, 
war, social class, family, 
homosexuality, education. 
The book reveals human 
weaknesses especially 
feelings of superiority that 
we witness in our daily 
lives. I particularly enjoyed 
the book because I could 
relate to some of the 
stories in the book.

I seem to have deviated  
from the main theme of 
this article. 

Welcoming is a important 
issue in most Christian 
communities including 
Christ Church Vienna. We 
had a nice surprise when 
three young ladies joined 
us at the reading group 
discussions. 

When I was walking down 
Jaurèsgasse after work 
on my way to the Reading 
Group, in front of me were 
three young ladies walking 
in the same direction. 
The first thing I noticed 
was that a bag hanging 
over the shoulder of one 
of them bore a message 
about peace that attract-
ed my attention. I thought 
to myself, “peace is just 
what the world needs now 
and we seem far from 
achieving it”.
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Walking behind the young 
ladies until they reached 
Christ Church, it looked 
like they were trying to 
enter building. At first, I 
thought they were trying 
to see what it looks like 
inside or they were pos-
sibly hoping for a short 
time of peace. When I 
approached them and saw 
they were trying to open 
the door, I asked them 
with a little smile (feeling 
somewhat tired after a 
tough day at work), what 
their mission was as I 
knew there was nothing 
happening in the church 
at that time. They told me 
there was a programme 
scheduled to take place 
at 18.30 that they wished 
to attend. I knew the only 
event scheduled at the 
time was the Reading 
Group and that the venue 
was the Church Centre 
where I was headed al-
though I did wonder about 
a possible choir practice. 
I asked specifically if they 
meant the Reading Group 
and to my amazement 
they responded in the af-
firmative. 

I tried not to look too sur-
prised! I explained that the 
Reading Group was meet-
ing in the Church Centre 
and that they could come 

with me. They 
were pleased to 
find someone 
else going to the 
Reading Group 
and happily 
followed me to 
the Centre. I 
did wonder it 
they had read 
the book under 
discussion but 
decided to keep 
quiet so as not 
to scare them 
off! 

Although their 
presence was 
a surprise to 
everyone we of 
course intro-
duced ourselves and gave 
them a warm welcome. 
They explained they were 
on a short leadership 
training course in Vienna 
and after checking out 
things to do on that Thurs-
day, they found out about 
the book discussion on 
our website and decided 
to come along. They hailed 
from Germany, Norway 
and Hungary, had met at 
the course and hooked up 
immediately. We were de-
lighted to have them with 
us. Philip alerted them not 
to be surprised at some of 
the themes addressed in 
the book.

As usual, Patrick led by 
praying and the girls 
listened attentively as 
Nigel Shakespeare gave a 
summary of the book after 
which all slowly joined in 
the discussions.

The young ladies seemed 
to be good listeners and 
later expressed their 
appreciation at the way 
we had received them, 
our discussions and 
the hospitality they had 
received during the even-
ing. Tea was served and 
after different views and 
contributions from the 
group members, space 

ð

103 Sept Oct.indd   29 02/09/2018   22:06:21



30

was given for the young 
ladies to contribute to our 
discussion. It turned out 
that they had questions 
from us ranging from 
religion in general, Chris-
tianity and relationships. 
A more personal question 
was how Philip and Sally 
met and if they already 
belonged to the church at 
the time they met. I may 
be right in thinking that 
Philip was caught by sur-
prise but willingly shared 
a few pleasant stories in 
response to their ques-
tions. Sally joined by ask-

ing them about their plans 
for the future and the 
conversation continued in 
that direction. We ended 
with a prayer but our visi-
tors did not simply get up 
to leave but helped taking 
cups into the kitchen. 

We spent a wonderful 
evening with our visitors. 
Despite the fact that there 
was no-one else in their 
age group, they appeared 
completely at ease, partly, 
I believe because of the 
welcome they received. 
Personally, the fact that 

young ladies chose to join 
an event from the church 
gave me some hope about 
the youth and church 
today.

My point is that welcoming 
does not start and end at 
the entrance of the church 
building. There is more 
to it than that. We should 
be aware that there are 
always visitors close to 
us in the pews and it is 
the responsibility of each 
and every one of us to 
welcome them in different 
ways. X

X

Stuart Heaman-Dunn (13 September 1947—2 August 2018)

Stuart Heaman-Dunn 
passed away in July 

at the age of 70. Stuart 
was a regular member of 
our congregation until he 
suffered a stroke in May 
2006 after attending his 
father’s funeral in Eng-
land. The stroke affected 
both his mobility and 
mood but he nevertheless 
managed to attend church 
services from time to time.

Illness followed the stroke 
and sadly Stuart never 
recovered his past energy 
and independence. He 
was fortunate that his 
former wife Brigitte and 

daughter Emily never 
wavered in their love and 
support.

Stuart came to Austria in 
1978, initially to work on 
his doctorate. For a time, 
he compiled and read 
the English news on the 
Austrian radio. After some 
years working 
for Black and 
Decker he 
took on an as-
signment with 
UNIDO. 

Stuart gave 
an interview 
for Crossways 

no. 12 (2007)  that can be 
found at the Christ Church 
website. The photo was 
taken in happier times, six 
months before his stroke, 
when he was visiting Santa  
with his beloved Emily. 

Rest in peace, dear friend. 
We won’t forget you.

U

ð
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Lynn Finnegan  
gave a fascinating sermon 
on Sunday, 26 August—
her first at the 10.00 
service although she has 
preached at weekday and 
the Six O’Clock services. 

Lynn is returning to the 
United States in early 
September to study for the 
diaconate in the Episcopal 
Church. Lynn has contrib-
uted in numerous ways to 
the life of Christ Church 
during her two years in 

Vienna and will be sorely 
missed.  We trust that she 
will visit us whenever time 
permits and we will be 
following her training path 
with interest. She will be in 
our thoughts and prayers 
until we meet again. 

Helen and Jonathan  
Rudinsky 

Helen and Jonathan left 
Vienna at the end of Au-
gust to settle in New Jer-
sey in the United States. 
They were regular and 
faithful members of our 

community and will 
be greatly missed. 
We watched with 
pride as Jonathan 
grew from a pre-schooler 
to a high-school student, 

and from a reindeer to a 
king (in the Christ Church 
Nativity Play!). 
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Size 
matters 
was the 

theme of this 
year’s guided 
nature walk in 
the Lobau. 
Expertly led by Claus Vogl, 
a group of Christ Church 
parishioners and their 
families met on Satur-
day, 28 July for a guided 
walk in Vienna’s largest 
national park.  

During our walk, young 
and not-so-young alike 
were fascinated by Claus’ 
questions and the an-
swers we reached through 
his explanations. What is 
the difference in the way 
small fish and large fish 

move? What about large 
and small birds? Does 
size matter in nature? 
Those who attended in 
past years were grilled on 
their acquired knowledge 
(why do snails climb to the 
top of stems where they 
risk drying out?) and some 
of miserably failed! We 
started off in bright sun-
shine at the height of this 
year’s tropical heatwave, 
and were not unduly upset 
when a heavy downpour 
soaked us to the skin. 

The sun came out again, 
and we came back to the 
home of John and Judy 
Castelino for tea. It was 
John’s birthday, so in good 
Christ Church fashion, he 
was treated to a particu-
larly melodious rendition 
of Happy Birthday before 
they tucked into cake.

Dr. Claus 
Vogl led 
another 
fascinating 
nature walk 
in Vienna’s 
largest 
national 
park
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X

The nature walk has 
become another fixed 
point on the Christ Church 
calendar and we are 
extremely grateful to Claus 
Vogl for taking the time to 
prepare for what is always 
an educational and fun 
experience.

Since 1977, the 
Lobau has been desig-
nated as a biosphere 
reserve by UNESCO. It 
is part of the Donau Au 
park, designated as a 
national park in 1996), 
that covers 93 km2 

and is Europe’s last re-
maining wetland. It cre-
ates a habitat for over 
700 species of higher 
plants, 30 mammals, 
100 species of breed-
ing birds, 8 reptiles, 13 
amphibians and around 
50 species of fish.

Did you recognize our mystery 
person (Mysteria) in described 
in the July/August issue of 
Crossways? Many, of course, 
will have recognised Lucille 
Curran, who plays a major 
role in the life of Christ Church 
in addition to supporting the 
Chaplain’s ministry through 
their married life. For others, 
it was a opportunity to get to 
know her better.

?   
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Christ 
Church 
hosted a 
wonderful 
summer 
concert by 
a top UK 
collegiate 
choir

Christ Church 
welcomed 
the Choir 

of Gonville and 
Caius College, 
Cambridge on 14 
July.
Our church has hosted nu-
merous concerts over the 
years but those featuring 
young students are a spe-
cial treat. Students and re-
cent graduates of Gonville 
and Caius College, 
Cambridge treated us to 
a memorable evening of 
classical and traditional 
music on the evening of 
14 July, under the skilled 
and animated direction of 
Geoffrey Webber. 

The repertoire extended 
from Mozart and Haydn 
to My Love’s an Arbu-
tus by Charles Villiers 
Stanford (1852-1924) 
who in 1894, become 
the first Director of Music 
and organist professor 
of music at Gonville and 
Caius. The choir also 
sang Come Holy Ghost, by 
Thomas Attwood, who in 
1785 was sent to Vienna 
to study under Mozart. 
Three madrigals—No, no 
Nigella, Lay a Garland and 

When Allen-a-Dale went 
a-hunting completed an
inspiring and heartwarm-
ing performance.

The programme included 
a folk tune performed 
on the organ by one of 
the organ scholars that 
brought new life to the 
Christ Church organ. 
There were several very 
impressive solos. Most of 
the students were choral 
scholars and their level 
of skill and professional-
ism was astounding. It 
is not surprising that the 
choir counts as one of the 
United Kingdom’s leading 
collegiate choirs! With a 
highly skilled and lively 
conductor and a deeply 
appreciative audience, 
the choir’s exquisite young 
voices filled both the 
church and our hearts.

After the concert, we 
assembled in the garden 
for a wine and cheese 
reception. Once again, the 
Recreation Committee did 
us proud and many of us 
lingered in the garden to 
chat with our visitors and 
learn about their future 
plans.

Thank you, Choir of 
Gonville and Caius, with 
blessing Christ Church 
Vienna with your gifts.

X
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The Social Committee worked hard .... ... to prepare a feast after the concert
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The Every-
body 
Welcome 

course was 
developed by 
the Church of 
England and 
offered to all 
churches.
Everybody Welcome builds 
on what we learned last 
year about pastoral minis-
try involving all, some and 
few. The strength of this 
course is that it reminds 
us of our responsibility to 
be a welcoming church. 
Being a welcoming church 
is something that we have 
intentionally committed 
ourselves to be. In the 
words of our Mission 
Statement, “Christ Church, 
the Anglican Church in 
Vienna, seeks to be a 
welcoming and caring 
church…”. 

The strength of the course 
is what comes after 

welcoming. Every welcome 
must include an effort to 
help people to a place of 
belonging. This additional 
aspect requires reach-
ing out again and again. 
It requires consistency 
in worship and Sunday 
attendance. Every year 
we/I welcome a few dozen 
people of which only a 
few will make the journey 
from being welcomed to 
belonging. 

We are offering two 
courses to begin with 
and we hope for a good 
uptake. One will take place 
on Tuesday evenings (11, 
18, 25 September and 2 
October) at 19.00, led by 
Revd Mike Waltner and 
Angela Peake-Herzog, and 
the second on Wednesday 
mornings (5, 12, 19 and 
26 September) after the 
9.30 service, led by the 
Chaplain and others, Both 
courses will take place in 
the Church Centre. 

Please register soon! On 
registration you will be 
receive the booklet that 
accompanies the course.

A Church 
of England 
course to 
help us wel-
come new-
comers into 
our congre-
gation

X
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My name is Janine Arnott 
and I’m currently training 
for ordained ministry with 
the Church of England. 
I’m originally from South 
Manchester but I’m cur-
rently training at Ridley 
Hall in Cambridge. Before 
starting my training last 
year, I was a non-clinical 
researcher specializing in 
children’s health policy and 
medicines. 

As part of my training I 
undertake placements to 
gain experience in differ-
ent church settings. I’m 
delighted to be with you at 

College place-
ment at Christ 
Church

Christ Church in Septem-
ber for a three week sum-
mer placement.

In my spare time I’m reno-
vating a classic caravan 
and trying to learn the 
guitar. So far, I know three 
chords. I’m a little further 
on with the caravan! I also 
enjoy hill walking, good 
conversation, fine wine, 
and spending time with my 
grown up son and future 
daughter-in-law.

I love seeing God at work 
in people’s lives and I’m 
especially excited about 
God’s presence in busi-
ness and politics and how 
people live out their faith 
through their work. I also 
love children’s ministry, 

prayer ministry, and disci-
pleship.

If I had to describe my style 
of worship I would probably 
say I’m evangelical and 
charismatic. That’s probably 
a little different from Christ 
Church so I’m really looking 
forward to worshiping with 
you all and experiencing 
God’s presence in new and 
wonderful ways.

On 30 August, the Chaplain and his wife hosted a wonderful party in their home to celebrate 
100 issues of Crossways, inviting many of those who had supported the magazine over the years 

(photo by Janine Arnott). 

X

103 Sept Oct.indd   37 02/09/2018   22:06:23



38

D
AT

ES
 F

O
R

 Y
O

UR
 D

IA
RY

  
Sept 4 (Tues) 10.00 Ladies’ Bible Study resumes
Sept 5 (Wed) 10.15 Everybody Welcome Course I (Session 1) 
  18.30 Council Meeting
Sept 8 (Sat) 10.00 Kids´ Church Family Day, Schönstattzentrum
Sept 9 (Sun) 09.00 Sunday morning Bible study resumes
  10.00 Kids´ Church resumes
  11.15 Service in Ljubljana
  11.30 First Communion classes begin
Sept 10 (Mon) 18.30 Reading Group: NW by Zadie Smith
Sept 11 (Tues) 19.00 Everybody Welcome Course II (Session 1)
Sept 12 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Sept 13 (Thur) 19.00 Soundings: Christian ministry to prisons
Sept 15 (Sat) 09.00 Annual Parish Outing to Niedersulz
Sept 20 (Thur) 19.00 Soundings with Janine Arnott
Sept 22 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl
Sept 29 (Sat) 18.20 Concert of organ and harp music (time tbc)
Oct 5 (Fri) 19.00 Jazz in the Church
Oct 6 (Sat) 17.00 Animal Blessing Service
Oct 7 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving  and Admission to Holy   
   Communion
  18.00 Choral Evensong
Oct 8 (Mon) 19.00 Alpha Course begins
Oct 9 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings (Frank Sauer: Mission and the 
   local church)
Oct 10 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Oct 11 (Thurs) 18.30 Theology on Tap 
Oct 13 (Sat) 10.00 Council Planning Day
Oct 16 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings (Pilgrimage to Jordan) 
Oct 17 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting
Oct 20 (Sat) 09.00 Safeguarding Training
Nov 10 (Sat) 10.50 Vienna Remembrance Sunday service  
   transferred
Nov 11 (Sun) 10.50 Klagenfurt Remembrance Sunday service
Nov 14 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting
Nov 24 (Sat) 10.30 Advent Bazaar
Dec 1 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at s´Häferl
Dec 2 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service
Dec 9 (Sun) 16.00 Carol Sing-along
Dec 16 (Sun) 10.00 Nativity Play at 10.00 Service
  18.00 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
Dec 22 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle 
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ACTIVITIES AN
D

 R
ESPO

N
SIBILITIES

Bazaar Coordinator Derek Lacey 
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 
Bible Study (Sun.)  Ben O’Neill 
Church Shop Diana Dopheide  
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri  
Crossways Judy Castelino 
Mailing list Erica Schenk 
Electoral Roll Alexander Rösch  
Environment Officer David Stanners  
Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger    
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear* 
Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran 
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley 
Librarian  Ian Begg  
Pledge Envelopes  Judy Hall  
Prayer Ministry  Patrick Curran 
Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet 
Publicity  Molly Hogle 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 
Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk 
Servers  vacant 
Sidespersons rota  Manfred Reiter  
Soundings (Tues. eve.) Patrick Curran 
Toddler Group (Thur.) Revi Nagel       
Website  Robert Kinney 

TH
E CH

UR
CH

 CO
UN

CIL
Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 
Lay Vice-Chairman  Elisabeth Stanners 
Churchwardens  Philip Reading 

Elisabeth Stanners 
Honorary Treasurer Judy Hall 
Archdeaconry Synod Morkor Korley 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 
Members Sam Ifeagwu 

Derek Lacey 
Melinda May  
Manfred Reiter 
Alexander Rösch 
Sunday Ajayi 
Frank Sauer 
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, Jaurèsgasse 12, A-1030 Vienna

From George Lewis’s Jazz at Vespers to John Coltrane’s A Love Supreme. Jazz and the Christian 
faith have a long and rich history of beautiful interaction. Jazz is grounded in the spirituality of 
the American south and finds expressions in clubs and concerts and churches across the world 
today. It’s poetry. It’s soul. It’s worship. Join us for an evening of jazz and worship music featur-
ing musicians from the Christ Church Six O’clock Service. They will be joined by special guests. 
Entrance is free but donations are welcome (and will go to the church’s music programme).  

A NIGHT OF JAZZ, GOSPEL, AND SPIRITUAL MUSIC

Friday, 5 October at Christ Church Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 17-19, 1030  
(tram 71 to Unteres Belvedere)
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