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1030 Vienna 
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This month’s cover shows the recently departed Laura Fairburn on the day she received 
her license as a Reader in the Church of England. Laura died on 7 April after a long 
illness, courageously borne. Her memorial service will take place at Christ Church on 
Friday, 18 May at 16.00. Ar
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Please submit articles to be considered 
for inclusion in the next issue to the Edi-
tor (crossways@aon.at) at the latest by 
15 June 2018

The previous issue of this magazine, the 100th, marked twelve years since it took 
over from its predecessor, the Christ Church Bulletin. In this, the 101th issue, I 
have given it a face-lift, while retaining some of the features that make it both 

easy	to	print	and	read.	I	trust	that	readers—those	who	actually	notice	the	changes	(!)—
will	find	the	new	format	acceptable	and	I	would	welcome	any	constructive	comments.	
The quality and diversity of the content rely, as before, on the willingness of members 
of the congregation and others to submit interesting articles on a range of topics.

During Lent, we often read the Ten Commandments. There was time for contemplation 
and I realised that—and possibly others would agree—some of my greatest sins are not 
specifically	mentioned	in	the	Commandments.	Subscribing	as	I	do	to	the	“you	make	
your bed and you lie in it” doctrine, I don’t tend to envy anybody, but I do so every often 
feel	resentment:	resentment	at	the	man	who	just	yesterday	drove	into	the	back	of	my	
car	as	I	was	stationary	in	a	traffic	jam	and	then	told	me	that	it	was	my	fault,	because	
he was trying to park and I was blocking his way; resentful at people who discard their 
beer	cans	in	the	Lobau	Nationalpark	(tinged,	perhaps,	with	incredulity	at	why	people	
drink	beer	in	the	park	at	all!);	resentful	at	people	who	promise	to	write	me	articles	and	
fail to keep their word, just to mention a few. Making a physical list of things to look for 
“on	the	bright	side”	(another	clichéd	but	nonetheless	useful	adage)	is	a	way	out	of	this	
trap and there is plenty of brightness in our lives during these sunny April days. Spring 
has	come	late	but	the	flowering	trees	that	held	back	during	the	cold	month	of	March,	
have burst simultaneously into a riot of white, yellow, pink and red. Holy Week and 
Easter at Christ Church was a glorious time, both solemn and joyful. May brings a num-
ber of important, yet often overlooked, Church feast-days that we can look forward to. 
But	right	now	I’m	going	to	fill	out	a	car	insurance	claim,	continue	to	pick	up	discarded	
beer cans and resolve to limited my approaches for articles for Crossways to people on 
whom	I	know	I	can	rely!	 Judy

EDITORIAL
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From 
the Desk 
of the    
Chaplain, 
the Revd. 
Canon 
Patrick 
Curran

As I write, 
prepar- 
 ations 

are well under 
way for Laura 
Fairburn’s 
funeral on Friday 
and a pilgrimage 
to Jordan with a 
group of twenty 
mainly from 
Christ Church 
beginning 
Saturday. 
During Holy Week we were 
reminded that Jesus made 
preparations for both his 
entry into Jerusalem as 
well as the celebration of 
the Passover meal with 
the disciples. 

The preparations for 
the trip to Jordan have 
involved two Soundings 
sessions on Gideon and 
Moses led by Claus Vogl, 
reading the Bible espe-
cially the Book of Exodus, 
as well as Walking the 
Bible by Bruce Feiler 
and two tour guidebooks 
of varying length. The 
preparations for Laura’s 

funeral have involved 
talking to her relatives Ann 
and David in England, the 
funeral director, a number 
of emails, drawing up 
an order of service and 
writing a sermon. I was 
helped in the former—the 
drawing up of the order of 
service—by Laura’s clear 
instructions that Psalm 16 
should be read and that 
the hymns Rock of Ages, 
Cleft for Me and Thou Art 
the Way should be sung at 
her funeral. She too made 
preparations, because 
she faced with clear-
sightedness that her day 
would come, but she faced 
it with a hope grounded in 
the resurrection faith. 

Making preparations is a 
vital human activity. The 
quality of our preparations 
impacts on the success, 
the enjoyment and the 
satisfaction we derive out 
of this or that activity or 
event. I know of people 
who when trying out a new 
dinner recipe would never 
dream of experimenting on 
their guests, but prepare 
for the dinner party by 
trying out the recipe at 
least once for themselves. 
Lucille’s brother-in-law will 
try out a new recipe on his 
family and will keep trying 
it out till he has perfected 
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it. Once having perfected 
it he moves onto the next 
recipe!	

Alexandra, our younger 
daughter, was visiting a 
friend in England over 
Easter. She was surprised 
to encounter in the home 
where she was staying a 
sense of foreboding that 
people needed to make 
preparations for when the 
nationwide electric grid 
failed. The family were 
stocking water and food 
durables, as well as work-
ing out how long it would 
take to walk from this 
place to that in England. 
Much of this foreboding 
I assume is based on 
the book Lights Out:  A 
Cyberattack, A Nation 
Unprepared, Surviving the 
Aftermath by Ted Koppel.

My attention was drawn to 
Lights Out last year when 
walking	“In	the	footsteps	
of Jesus” from Nazareth 
to Capernaum. I have only 
ever played one PC game 
in my life—Civilization 
(1991)—after	graduating	
from the arcade games 
Space Invaders	(1978)	
and PacMan	(1980).	The	
purpose of Civilization 
was	to	“build	an	empire	
to stand the test of time”. 
It was important to make 

sure that the cities being 
built	had	sufficient	energy:	
if they didn’t, the cities 
failed and chaos would 
ensue…

All the above examples 
serve to show how much 
time, effort and energy 
go into our preparations 
and how important it is to 
prepare well on a personal 
but also on a larger scale 
as communities and na-
tions. We look forward to 
a dinner party, a trip or a 
study course, to name a 
few examples, and in and 
in no time the elaborately 
prepared	event	is	finished	
My question, one that I 
ask myself over and over, 
is how can we learn to rest 
in an event and to savour 
it afterwards? I believe 
the Christian year with its 
various seasons of differ-
ing length has something 
profound to teach us, 
something that we must 

make part and parcel of 
the rest of our lives. Easter 
is	a	season.	It	has	fifty	
days. During this period we 
learn to dwell in, inhabit, 
stop and rest in the as-
surance and the joy of the 
Resurrection, even when 
we want to get on with the 
next thing. We are very 
good at preparing for this 
and that. We may even be 
good at enjoying the event 
when	it	is	happening!	We	
still may need to learn how 
to enjoy it after it has hap-
pened… 

M
othering Sunday at Christ Church

The Christ Church 
pilgrims returned from 
a week in Jordan on 
21 April. An account of 
their journey will appear 
in the next issue of 
CrosswAys. 
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Easter 
Week was    
 all the 

more special this 
year because 
of the presence 
of Bishop David 
Hamid.
It was certainly a very busy 
week:	in	addition	to	the	
traditional Holy Week ser-
vices, Bishop David took 
time to visit Laura Fairburn 
in hospital and anoint her, 
led a breakfast discus-
sion in the Church Centre 
on the divisive issue of 
human sexuality, lunched 
with churchwardens, met 
the	confirmands	in	church	
for a talk and a rehearsal, 
heard confession, held 
one-to-one meetings with 
the Christ Church clergy 
and intern, breakfasted 
with the British Ambas-
sador on Easter Sunday 

Bishop 
David 
Hamid 
spends 
Easter 
Week in 
Vienna

and met, together with the 
Chaplain, representatives 
of the Focolare movement 
resident in Vienna. With 
his accustomed serenity, 
Bishop David managed to 
give each of these activi-
ties his undivided atten-
tion so that everyone was 
left with the impression 
that their time with him 
was unique and special. 

The washing of feet by 
the Bishop at the Maundy 
Thursday service was a 
humbling and profoundly 
moving experience. At 
the Good Friday midday 
service, members of dif-
ferent English-speaking 
churches assumed the 
roles of witnesses to the 
Last Supper and Christ’s 
crucifixion.	Bishop	David	
played the part of Simon 
of Cyrene, the innocent 
tourist who was co-opted 
to carry Christ’s cross. 
Bishop David reminded us 
that	we	all	carry	a	cross:	
Syria, Sudan, the Rohinga, 

�
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Focolare—Italian for 
hearth—is a largely Ro-
man Catholic movement 
that nurtures strong 
links to ecumenical 
partners. One of  the its 
projects is a small town 
in Loppinao, Italy (pop. 
900) that models its life 
on Gospel values.

the homeless. Afterwards, 
Bishop David accompa-
nied the Chaplain to visit 
Laura in hospital, before 
attending the Friday even-
ing service.

The Saturday breakfast 
drew some 16 partici-
pants who found it hard 
to do justice to the deli-
cious spread while their 
energies were focused 
on listening with rapt at-
tention to Bishop David’s 
fascinating	exposé	on	the	
topic of human sexuality. 
He covered biblical at-
titudes to sexuality as well 
as the current position 
of the Church of England 
on same-sex unions and 
other current debates. 

The Easter Vigil on Sat-
urday evening was even 
more special because of 
Confirmation	and	recep-
tion into the Church of 
England	(see	p15).	Thank	
you, Bishop David, for an 
unforgettable Easter. 

X

1) Renewal of baptismal vows 2)
Easter fire 3) Maundy Thursday 
washing of feet 4) Good Friday 
ecumenical service 5) Blessing 
of the sacrament 6) Breakfast

j

l

k

n

m
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My dear 
Laura, 
thank 

you! We have 
known each 
other for 50 
years. 
You remember my siblings 
and me, living in a remote 
village in Lower Austria, 
the only Lutherans in the 
entire school. You came 
from St.Pölten by train, a 
long journey, always on a 
Friday. You taught us in 
the afternoon. And after 
school you accompanied 
us on the walk home. You 
visited my mother before 
going back to St.Pölten in 
the evening. You showed 
her how to make tea the 
right way, which of course 
means the English way. 

Those four years when 
you were my teacher were 
so important to me. You 
were	the	first	teacher,	who	
not only taught me the 
Christian faith, the Old and 
the New Testament and 
the history of the Lutheran 
reformation:	you	did	much	
more, and it was essential 
for my entire life.You con-
fessed your own faith, you 
introduced us to the great 

biblical	figures:	Adam	and	
Eve, Noah, Abraham, Mo-
ses, Jona and later Jesus 
Christ, Peter, John, Paul ... 
you told the stories in such 
an exciting way that we sat 
glued to your words as we 
listened to the stories. So 
my faith is rooted in the 
Word of God shown and 
told and confessed by you, 
Laura. 

And we laughed a lot. 
You are such a humerous 
lady. As a Hungarian I love 
your British humour, very 
similar to our Hungarian 
sense	of	humour!	And	so	
you	showed	us:	when	it	is	
about faith, it is not about 
being solemn and looking 
serious all the time. There 
is so much given by God to 
be happy and glad about, 
celebrating and enjoying, 
smiling,	laughing!

And,	I	have	to	mention	it:	
you loved discipline. We 
really had to memorize 
the songs, biblical verses, 
the Ten Commandments 
and the main prayers of 
Christians. You were strict 
and demanding, in the 
best way of an excellent 
teacher. Fifty years ago, 
teachers were allowed 
to act like that. Later on, 
when I was teacher myself 
for a few years, I followed 

Géza Ákos 
Molnár, 
friend and 
former 
pupil of 
Laura, 
writes 
from the 
heart

May-June.indd   8 23/04/2018   13:54:05



9

your role model. And that 
was good for me, and it 
was	good	for	my	pupils!	I	
thank you so much.

Laura, you are such 
a great woman, lady, 
teacher, believer in our 
God, so friendly, patient, 
generous!	When	you	
moved to Vienna I was 
so happy you contacted 
me and invited me quite 
often. Oh, how much did 
I enjoy your snacks, and, 
of course, the English tea, 
almost 50 years after our 
first	tea-time	at	home	in	
the village.

It was an honour to share 
time with you in the clinics 
over the last two years. 
And as you had come to 
me almost every Friday 50 
years ago, I was allowed to 
come to you in the hospi-
tals almost every Friday. I 
had a stroke last year and 
was paralyzed for a while 
(thank	God	I	recovered),	
and where was I brought? 
To the same ward as you 
were brought in the Neu-
rologisches	Zentrum	Hietz-
ing, in May 2016. Myster-
ies of our lives, indeed.

God knows so well what he 
is considering, deciding, 
and how he is leading us. 
He sent you to me and to 
my siblings. He sent you to 

many, many more pupils 
and adults around in the 
Lutheran and Anglican 
congregations in Austria.

I thank God for you. And I 
thank you for you. I am so 
sad you died some hours 
after I saw you for the last 
time on 6 April. You were 
sleeping so deeply. And 
when I am sad and tears 
come to my eyes I try to 
think less of me and more 
of you. Because this is my 
comfort and the comfort 
of all who are loving and 
missing	you:	you	are	at	
home now. You are doing 
fine	now.	You	are	seeing	
what you had shown us 
by words. You are in the 
hands of God, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy 
Ghost. Even sad for me, I 
am glad for you. I hug you 
tightly, Laura.

I would like to close with 
the	first	verse	of	the	first	
song you taught us in the 
school:

“Jesu, geh voran auf der 
Lebensbahn. 
Und wir wollen nicht 
verweilen,  
Dir getreulich nachzueilen. 
Führ‘ uns an der Hand 
bis ins Vaterland!“ Amen

The daughter of a head-
master, Laura became a 
secondary school teach-
er of Scripture, English 
and history before mov-
ing to a school for chil-
dren with special needs. 
In 1963, she left her na-
tive Plymouth to join the 
staff of a children’s home 
in Carinthia before enter-
ing the Lutheran Mission-
ary School in Salzburg 
for further training. She 
initially worked as a pas-
toral assistant attached 
to the Lutheran church 
in St. Pölten, but in 
1981 became a full time 
teacher of religious stud-
ies, covering a number 
of schools, near and far. 
She remained a staunch 
Anglican.

A musical person through 
and through, on her re-
tirement she fulfilled a 
lifelong ambition to learn 
the piano, taking lessons 
with Laurenço Finatti. 
She eventually moved to 
Vienna, allowing her to 
play a larger role in the 
life of Christ Church and 
in 2012 was licensed as 
a reader in the Church 
of England, a proud mo-
ment both for her and 
the entire congregation. 
She was a member of the 
Prayer Group and helped 
in countless ways in the 
life of our church.

X
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As usual, last Saturday 
I stopped to buy flow-

ers for Laura on my way to 
the hospital. Finding her 
room empty I rushed to 
find a nurse and eventually 
received the sad news. 

Laura lost her battle but 
she fought a good fight of 
faith. On a personal note, I 
greatly appreciated her sup-
port during the blessing of 
my marriage in 2010. Since 
then, we attended Bible 
studies together. Laura was 
like my mother—there to 
comfort me when I needed 
somebody to talk to. 

On return from vacation 
in 2016 I heard news of 
her illness. Since I work 
weekdays, I chose Satur-
day for my day with her. 
Whenever I visited without 
Robert, I could see from the 
movement of her mouth 
that she was asking after 
him. Before my own hospi-
talization in February, I told 
her that she would not be 
seeing me for a some time.  
She looked at me with a 
sad and worried face. When 
I was able to visit her again 
on 31 March she was so 
happy and tried to tell me 
something. We held hands 
for a long time. Those mo-
ments will be cherished and 
treasured. It is of course 
sad to know that she is 
gone physically but it com-

forts me to know she’s in 
a better place where there 
is no more pain, sickness 
and suffering. I will always 
remember her as the good 
advisor, and a beauti-
ful, healthy and spiritual 
woman. Melba Sacher

It was a great pleasure 
and privilege to know 

Laura and work with her, 
first	through	the	services	
of Women’s World Day 
of Prayer, and then at 
Christ Church. Amongst 
other things, Laura helped 
with the Animal Bless-
ing Service and always 
provided a bowl of fresh 
water	for	the	dogs!	Later	
when she joined a group 
of us in the Psalmenchor, 
I got to know her better, as 
we tried singing Hebrew 
psalms together every 
Monday evening. Laura 
had a beautiful voice and 
sang in several choirs.

For almost two years we 
took turns visiting Laura, 
holding her hand, watch-
ing and praying with her. 
No, we did not get the mir-
acle we hoped and prayed 
for. Yes, Laura did live 
and that was apparently a 
miracle, but it was not the 
“life	in	fullness”	we	had	
hoped for. But perhaps 
God’s answer did teach us 
something, as people at 

Christ Church and beyond 
became a network of 
people with a common 
purpose. We knew each 
other’s names from the 
rotas, carefully organized 
by Morkor. Sometimes we 
met and shared stories as 
we waited our turn to visit.

To conclude some words 
from a prayer from the 
Franciscan	Daily	Office,	
which I have shortened 
slightly:		Laura, our com-
panion and our sister, as 
you go forth from this life, 
may the Most High Lord 
send his angels and saints 
to meet you and bring you 
home.       Aileen Hackl

I got to know Laura in the 
prayer ministry group, 

where her prayers tended 
to be for the whole world, 
focusing on poverty, war, 
suffering and for people 
who are lost. I could say she 
taught me how to pray. 

I started visiting her from 
the time that she was 
admitted to the hospital 
(May 2016) where she was 
unconscious for almost 
three weeks. We prayed 
without giving up and were 
so happy when she opened 
her eyes. I visited her most 
Sundays (except when 
I was in Sri Lanka), and 
took a copy of the service 
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sheet which she held in 
her hand as we read the 
lessons and the gospel 
(others joined me when 
they could). She sang her 
favourite hymns including 
Great is thy faithfulness 
and Guide me o thou great 
redeemer and we could see 
her lips moving. She was 
happy when we trimmed 
her nails, combed her hair, 
applied cream to her face. 
On Easter Sunday, I read 
the Easter prayer. She was 
happy. I showed her photos 
of my home in Sri Lanka 
and also my cat (she raised 
her eyebrows immediately).  

She always said goodbye 
with a wave and a smile. 
I am happy that God gave 
me the opportunity to visit 
her and see that even in 
her suffering she was still 
faithful to Him and thankful 
to all those who visited her. 
She carried out her ministry 
from her bed. May your 
soul rest in peace, Laura. 
You will always be in my 
thoughts. Rose Samuel

My friendship with 
Laura blossomed 

on our way home from 
church. We took the same 
route and, as it turned out, 
lived quite close to one an-
other. Laura did not have a 
garden and as our friend-
ship developed she would 
love to sit in the garden or 

on my balcony, depending 
on the weather, reading 
a book whilst I pottered 
around. We discussed 
religion, politics and eve-
ryday things and found we 
had similar views on most 
issues. I think of Laura as 
an	“innocent”:	she	was	so	
easily pleased. She was 
justly proud to be learning 
to play the piano and en-
joyed being a member of 
a choir. Special highlights 
were her visits to England, 
meeting up with friends 
from school and from the 
Teacher Training College. 

It was sad to see, after her 
stroke, how hard she tried 
to communicate with us. 
My	first	thoughts,	when	I	
heard of her death, was 
that now she was at peace 
and the frustration she 
must have felt was over. 
Laura was a true Christian, 
she taught me a lot and I 
shall sorely miss her.  
       Betty Gruber

Before Laura was 
confined to her 

hospital bed, I knew her 
as a friendly British lady, 
knowledgeable about all 
things concerning our 
faith, especially hymns. 
During my first visits at 
the Rosenhügel hospital, 
she was barely conscious, 

Laura 
will live 

on in the 
hearts 
of her 

friends 
at Christ 

Church 
and 

beyond

A memorial 
service for Laura 
will take place at 
Christ Church on 
Friday, 18 May at 

16.00
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Thanks to the excellent 
care of the nurses, Laura 
recovered sufficiently to be 
transferred to the SMZ Ost 
facility. Conveniently locat-
ed for me, I enjoyed travel-
ling to and fro, except on 
cold winter evenings. In 
Morkor’s rota of visitors, I 
took over Mondays. 
Soon Laura and I settled 
into a routine: I told her 
about my family, my work, 
and my friends, and things 
to do with Christ Church. 
I would go through the 
Sunday service with her, 
sing the hymns, read the 
readings, try to remember 
the sermon, and finish 
with the exit hymn. Then I 
would play one of her CDs. 
I found out that Laura 
could easily communicate 
what she wanted to hear, 
if given a clear choice. 
Even in this situation, her 
British upbringing shone 
through: she would clearly 
gesture a “yes”, but, try 
as I might, I could not get 
a “no” out of her. I would 
sing a handful of hymns 
for her, sometimes alter-
ing the text, because she 
could not say “I” anymore. 
If I sang an unfamiliar 
hymn incorrectly, she 
would first pull a face and 
then shrug it off with a 
lopsided grin. She taught 
me to be more forgiving 

to myself. Thus she would 
minister to me during her 
final two years, despite her 
limitations. Other regular 
visitors of Laura shared 
the same experience.       
Claus Vogl 

we were all shocked 
when we heard 

that our beloved sister 
in Christ, Laura Fairburn 
passed away. Although we 
had seen it coming, it was 
personally devastating, 
We will always remem-
ber her as somebody 
who lived by what she 
preached. I had the 
privilege to come close 
to Laura when she joined 
the Prayer Ministry Team 
some years ago and I was 
fascinated by her preach-
ing. She often led the 
team on during the meet-
ings. She will be remem-
bered as a devout Chris-
tian with all the attributes 
of a Christian. One of the 
things that will remain 
indelible in my memory 
is her sermon. She was a 
talented preacher whose 
teachings were full of logic 
and wisdom, yet straight-
forward enough for a child 
to understand.

I and a host of Christ 
Church members visited 

her on many occasions, 
but I had to stop going 
because I was always 
emotional each time I saw 
her in the state she was 
in. Laura, until her passing 
away did not lose her faith 
in Christ. Each time I was 
there, and told her that we 
had to pray, she would im-
mediately close her eyes, 
and	after	“Amen”	open	
them and one would see a 
big smile on her face. She 
also	loved	flowers.	Thanks	
to all who visited her dur-
ing the whole ordeal until 
she was called up on high. 
A	big	“thank	you”	also	to	
the doctors and nurses 
that took care of her. We 
commend her spirit to the 
Lord Almighty. May we 
and those that have slept 
in the Lord rise up just as 
our Lord Jesus rose up. 
Rest in perfect peace, 

Laura, my dear friend,  
   your warmth, human-

ity and compassion will stay 
with me all my life. When l 
needed advice or help you 
freely gave it. I saw you on 
the day you died and it was 
clear you were struggling. 
I remember your beautiful 
voice and your willing-
ness always to take part 
in whatever was asked  of 
you. Thank you and Rest in 
Peace.        Melinda May
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On 31 March with 
Bishop David Hamid, 
Oliver Cyrus, Michael 
Leroy and Andrew 
Smith

On 31 March with Bishop 
David Hamid, Oliver Cyrus, 
Molly Hogle, Derek Lacey, 
Michael Leroy, Claudia 
Rapp, Andrew Smith and 
Julyan Watts

On 31 March, 
received into the 
Church	of	England:	 
Manuela Agu, Janine 
Teufl

On 13 April, at the  
Feuerhalle Simmering,  
Laura Fairburn

From the Church Registers

Bishop David and the group of candidates for Confirmation and reception into the Church of 
England, that took place during the Easter Vigil on Saturday, 31 March 

photo by Chuks Agu
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21
7

14
8

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Theology on Tap

WEDNESDAY

Sixth Sunday of Easter
08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer
09.30 Holy Communion

May 2018
MONDAY TUESDAY

13
6

20
27 28

21 22
3029

908.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY
ST. PHILIP AND  

ST. JAMES

ST. MATHIASSeventh Sunday of Easter

Pentacost

Trinity Sunday

09.30 Holy Communion

Mothering Sunday and Family Service on 11 March

CHRIST CHURCH RETREAT
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21
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09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Theology on Tap

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer
09.30 Holy Communion

TUESDAY

22
30 31

25
29

26
1918
1211
543

9
17
24

10.00 Sung Eucharist

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

08.00 Christ Church  
 volunteers at  
 s’ Häferl

16.00 Memorial  
 Service for  
 Laura Fairburn

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

ST. PHILIP AND  
ST. JAMES

ASCENSION

CORPUS CHRISTI

09.30 Holy Communion

18.00 Lange Nacht der
 Kirchen at Christ
 Church

15.00 Service in  
 Klagenfurt

C H R I S T  C H U R C H  R E T R E A T
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20

12 13
4

11
5

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

WEDNESDAY

First Sunday after Trinity
08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

June 2018
MONDAY TUESDAY

10
3

17
24 25 26

18 19

608.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church 
12.00 Family picnic 
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
12.00 Church BBQ
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

ST. BARNABASSecond Sunday after Trinity

Third Sunday after Trinity

Fourth Sunday after Trinity

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings
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27
20

12 13
75

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

TUESDAY

26
19

28 29 30
22 23

1615
8 9

21
6

14

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

19.00 Quiz bring ‘n  
 share at the  
 Readings

09.00 Open breakfast  
 in the Church  
 Centre

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

May-June.indd   19 23/04/2018   13:54:08



OPEN BREAKFAST in the 

church centre on Saturday, 16 

June at 9.00.  “Do not neglect to 

show hospitality to strangers, for 

by doing that some have enter-

tained angels without knowing 

it.”	(Hebrews	13:2
)		Philip	Milton	

will speak to us about notions 

of hospitality, Christian and 

otherwise.

SOUNDINGS 8	May:		Nigel	and	Rosalind	Shakespear	will	speak	to	
us about their trip to India earlier in the year. 
22	May:	Chuks	Agu	will	speak	to	us	about	his	pioneer-
ing medical stem cell research. His research focuses 
on the cellular reprogramming of adult cells derived 
from	human	tissues	(blood	or	skin)	into	induced	pluri-
potent stem cells.   

During June we are planning to hold four sessions 
on the Covenants	(5,	12,	19	and	26	June).	The	first	
session will be a general introduction with references 
to the Adamic and the Noahic cove- nants. The other three sessions will focus  

on the Mosaic, the Davidic and the New  Covenants of both the Old and the  New Testaments.
On ASCENSION DAY 

(Thursday,	10
	May)	there	

will be a 10.00 Sung Eucha-

rist to mark this major feast 

of the Christian year.

The next THEOLOGY ON TAP which will 

take place on SEX, GENDER, AND THE CHURCH 

is on the topic of sex, gender and the Church.

There is, perhaps, no more controversial or 

contentious subject in religious circles than sex. 

Whether referring to gender or sexuality, a lot of 

time	an
d	energ

y	has	be
en	spen

t	on	figu
ring	out

	

what how to approach these topics as a Chris-

tian. There will be an opportunity to ask ques-

tions openly or anonymously. 

Wednesday, 30 May, 18.30pm for food and 

drink,	o
pen	que

stions	s
tarting	a

t	19.00
.	Café	

Museum, Operngasse 7, 1010 Wien Karlsplatz 

(U1/U2
/U4).	M

embers
	from	Ch

rist	Chu
rch	who

	

would like to attend should bring a friend, a  

colleague or a relative.

PENTECOST SUNDAY: it is our 
custom at the 10.00 service to wear 
something red or white to symbolise the 
Holy Spirit or to wear our national dress 
to underscore the message that God in 
Christ is reconciling us to himself in our 
diversity	thereby	affirming	all	that	is	well	
pleasing in his sight. As in previous years 
members of the congregation will read 
from the Acts of the Apostles in their  
native language, indeed a special day.  
 Pentecost  Sunday falls this   
 year on 20 May. 

On Saturday, 26 May 

there will be a service 

in KLAGENFURT at 

15.00

20
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The KIDS’ CHURCH PICNIC will take 
place on 3 June, immediately after the 10.00 
service. This is always a great event for both 
the younger members of the congregation 
and their families, as well as the young at 
heart. Please bring something for the shared 
picnic table. Further details for those who 
have never been to a Christ Church picnic and 
don’t know the exact location in the Prater will 
be given in the wrap nearer the time.  Dress  
 appropriately and don’t forget  
	 a	hat	if	it’s	very	sunny!

The CHRIST CHURCH BBQ is on 24 June at the home of John and Judy Castelino and all those attending the 10.00 
service on that day are cordially invited to attend. There will be a sign-up list at the front of the church a few weeks in advance 

and it would be appreciated if all those who 
plan to come could sign up in advance, in order to facilitate catering. There is no need 

to bring anything, but help before and dur-ing the BBQ would be much appreciated. Those without their own transport may  be able to get a lift with someone with room in their car.

BRING AND SHARE QUIZ  night at the home of Philip and Sally Reading is on Friday, 1 June starting at 19.00. There will be sign-up sheet at the back of the church and partici-pants are kindly requested to bring a dish for the common dinner -table. This is always a fun event and all are welcome.

S’ HÄFERL  
Christ Church volunteers regu-

larly help out at a soup kitchen. 

The next dates are 19 May and 7 

July. If you have not yet volun-

teered and would like to help, 

please contact Alexander Rösch  

     

BIBLE READING  

Every Sunday, before the 10.00 ser-

vice, a group of us meet in the crypt 

for Bible studies. We usually start at 

9.00	and	finish	in	good	time	for	the	

service.	Come	as	often	as	you	like:	

all adults are welcome, and this is a 

perfect start to the Sunday service 

21

PRAYER	MINISTRY
:	a	small	

group led by the Chaplain 

meets from time to time 

to pray for people whose-

names have been submit-

ted in the prayer box at the   

        back of the church. 
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Confirma-
tion with 
Bishop 

David Hamid 
was held during 
the Easter Vigil.
Noticeable was the fact 
that all candidates for con-
firmation	and	reception	
into the Church of England 
were adults, spanning 
several decades—just as 
well, given the 21.00 start 
to the service. I sought out 
the most senior among 
them, Julyan Watts, to en-
quire about his particular 
path to Christianity. Initially 
reluctant to take the lime-
light, he eventually agreed 
to share with me how he 
came	to	confirmation	over	
80 years after his baptism.

Life-changing events, in-
cluding early widowhood, 
had made Julyan’s mother 
a committed atheist and it 
was only at the insistence 
of friends of his late father 
that Julyan was baptised 
in St Martins in the Fields, 
London, at the age of 
three months. His father 
was a decorated hero 
from the 1914-1918 war 
but died in a plane crash 
shortly after Julyan’s birth.

The 
second 
in a new 
series on 
Choosing 
to be a 
Christian. 
This issue: 
Julyan 
Watts’ 
story

Julyan, the youngest of 
three children, grew up 
during the Second World 
War, moving frequently 
and changing schools. At 
the age of 10, his mother 
sent him to France for 
three months to live with 
a French family, an event 
that set the direction of his 
future life. 

After school came two 
years of National Service 
during which he followed 
an intensive course in 
the Russian language, 
qualifying at the end of his 
service as an interpreter. 
He then read Modern Lan-
guages at Kings College, 
Cambridge, concentrating 
on Slavic languages. This 
was followed by three 
years working in Switzer-
land before he was arti-
cled	to	a	firm	of	chartered	
accountants in London. 
After qualifying he was 
sent to Vienna in 1970 
to	run	the	firm’s	Austrian	
office.

Julyan made his home 
in Vienna and helped 
set up the International 
Institute for Applied 
Systems	Analysis	(IIASA)	in	
Laxenburg . After leaving 
IIASA in 1982 he under-
took  several short-term 
assignments for UNIDO 
before joining as a staff 
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member in 1987. His post-
ings included three years 
in	Uzbekistan	as	the	first	
UNIDO Country Director in 
that newly independent  
country. After retiring from 
UNIDO he worked on EU 
projects in Tajikistan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Ukraine, 
before what was to be his 
most interesting assig-
ment:	setting	up	a	national	
audit	office	in	Tajikistan	
under a project run by the 
World Bank. 

Returning to Europe in 
2012 he found himself 
needing the services of 
a dentist. Like others, he 
found one in Sopron, Hun-
gary, where he decided to 
settle. Although Hungarian 
proved a formidable 
challenge, he acquired a 
passable knowledge of 
the language, but returned 
frequently to Vienna to 
visit his son, Serge. 

In 2014, while waiting on 
the platform of Wiener 
Neustadt station for a 
train to Sopron, he found 
a brand new Bible, in Ger-
man, on the bench next 
to him. With little contact 
with, or knowledge of, the 
Bible, he began reading 
the Epistles of Saint Paul 
with growing fascination. 
He followed this with the 
Acts of the Apostles and 

was drawn both intellec-
tually and spiritually to 
what the Bible had to say. 
Two years later, when he 
moved back to Vienna, he 
decided to come to Christ 
Church. He enjoyed both 
the morning and evening 
services, where he was 
able to meet members of 
the congregation. Diana 
Dopheide was one of the 
first	people	to	make	him	
feel welcome at Christ 
Church and Julyan, in turn, 
was happy to help with the 
books in the shop when-
ever needed. He is looking 
forward to serving in other 
ways in the future.

Shortly after joining Christ 
Church, Julyan realised 
that he now wanted to 
take the next step—con-
firmation	in	the	Church	of	
England—in order to par-
take in what he considers 
the most serious of all ser-
vices, communion. Philip 
Milton helped prepare him 
under the overall guidance 
of the Revd. Canon Patrick 
Curran who engaged with 
him on a series of valuable 
discussions and lent him 
some excellent books. 
Julyan admits that while 
he was ready spiritu-
ally, his knowledge of the 
Christian faith as practised 
by Anglicans was some-
what rudimentary, and 

he is now looking forward 
in the coming months to 
delving deeper into the life 
of Christ through the Bible 
and other literature. A 
lifelong intellectual with a 
drive to achieve excellence 
in all he touches, I have no 
doubt that he will achieve 
this goal too.

Finally, Julyan admitted 
that	he	had	found	Confir-
mation a moving experi-
ence that added a new 
dimension to his life. We 
at Christ Church welcome 
him into the Church of 
England and look forward 
to praying and serving with 
him in the future ...

Confirmation with Bishop David Hamid

X
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reading 
Dante’s 
The 

Divine Comedy 
is no light 
undertaking. 
It is one of the most 
moving works of Christian 
literature ever produced. It 
radiates conviction about 
the immortality of every 
soul and how our actions 
on earth have eternal 
consequences. It is a 
highpoint of achievement 
of the medieval European 
mind. Moreover, it had an 
impact on shaping the Ital-
ian language, as Shake-
speare shaped our own. 

The author, Dante Aligh-
ieri, portrays himself as a 
pilgrim in search of wis-
dom. Passing through hell, 
purgatory and heaven, 
he	finds	ultimate	truth	in	
Christian revelation. His 
journey begins by entering 
the underworld. Reason, 
philosophical knowledge 
and understanding of his-
tory, though, can take him 
only so far. He is carried 
forward to complete his 
journey of understand-
ing through 99 cantos, or 
chapters, of epic poetry, 

by the free gift of grace 
that comes from divine 
love. 

His odyssey in the afterlife 
begins with him lost in a 
dense forest, menaced 
by a leopard, a lion and a 
wolf. Allegorically, these 
beasts stand for pleasure, 
ambition and greed. He 
is rescued by the ghost 
of the Roman poet Virgil, 
who is there to take him to 
the	underworld	as	the	first	
part of his journey of dis-
covery. He enters through 
the gates of hell, on which 
is	written,	“Abandon	hope	
all ye who enter here.” 

Hell, The Inferno, is the 
realm of the afterlife in 
which unrepentant sinners 
dwell. Its geography is 
both physical and moral. 
Successive concentric cir-
cles downward reveal the 
nature of ever more seri-
ous	sins.	Punishment	fits	
the crime in every case. 
For example, gluttons im-
prisoned by the monster 
Cerberus are fed mud and 
muck without ceasing. But 
in every case, it is not the 
sin but the refusal to con-
fess to having done wrong 
that separates the sinners 
from God’s love and their 
own salvation. 

Mike 
Steven’s 
second 
article 
about 
Dante’s 
Divine 
Comedy
(see also 
Crossways No. 99)

May-June.indd   24 23/04/2018   13:54:10



25

In the entryway, Dante 
encounters	the	first	
category of sinners---those 
who evaded responsibil-
ity while alive. They are 
free of pain but aimlessly 
wander about for eternity. 
Having stood for nothing 
during their lives, they can 
find	nothing.

Also free of physical tor-
ment are the medieval 
lovers, Francesca and 
her brother-in-law Paolo. 
Francesca’s husband put 
them to the sword when 
he found them together. 
Their fate is to swirl about 
in a stormy sea, never 
uniting. Like all sinners 
in The Inferno, Francesca 
puts the blame elsewhere 
than herself. She lamely 
insists	that	“love”	is	what	
did them in; they were 
helpless in its power. 
Dante’s sympathy for her 
erodes as she reveals her 
self-centeredness and 
conceit.

The descending rungs of 
hell	are	filled	with	those	
like Francesca and Paolo 
whose will led them to 
sins of passion. They are 
relatively more fortunate 
than those below them 
who are there because of 
sins of violence. Farthest 
down, and in the great-

est torment, are cheats, 
frauds, false counsellors, 
and traitors. At the bot-
tom sits Satan, farthest 
removed from God, clutch-
ing Judas Iscariot and 
other famous traitors in 
history.

The Inferno has always 
been the most accessible 
part of The Divine Com-
edy. It’s easy to see that 
all get their just desserts. 
Dante’s description of hell 
seized the popular imagi-

nation and has a hold on 
Christians to this day. 

For me, however, the 
second part of this epic 
poem, The Purgatorio, is 
what	I	find	the	most	inspir-
ing section. Here one 
finds	souls	that	willingly	
undergo punishments that 
will cleanse them of their 
sinfulness, to prepare 
them properly for their as-
cent. When Dante reaches 
the top of the mountain of 
purgatory, he is in a kind 
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of reconstructed Garden 
of Eden. He will now be 
guided into heaven. He 
feels	“pure	and	ready	to	
mount to the stars.”

The	final	third	of	the	poem	
is Dante in The Paradiso 
(heaven).	As	a	reader	
with a modern mentality, 
I struggled to appreciate 
the elaborate symbolism 
and allegorical meaning 
of the cantos, though 
there is some very beauti-
ful language in Dante’s 
descriptions of heavenly 
phenomena. 

How best to digest a 
work of such complexity 
of thought and beauty of 
language? I am neither a 
medievalist nor a littera-
teur, so my approach was 
in small bites. I took many 
weeks to get through it 
when	I	first	tackled	the	

work. It’s said that 19th 
century British Prime Min-
ister William Gladstone 
read from it every night for 
half a century. One pre-
sumes that he was reread-
ing it many times over to 
acquire greater apprecia-
tion	of	its	fine	points,	like	
peeling an artichoke. 

I got to listen once to a 
recital of part in medieval 
Italian. The poem is writ-
ten in a very demanding 
rhyming scheme called 
terza rima. No translation 
can capture the beauty of 
how it sounds in the origi-
nal. That’s a necessary 
limitation of translation, 
of course. With so many 
different translations into 
English, the reader can 
choose a verse or prose 
version, or follow along 
comparing two versions. 
Whichever translation one 

selects, it must have good 
notes that explain per-
sonages, situations and 
sometimes rather dense 
concepts of scholastic 
theology of the Middle 
Ages.  Why bother? Dante 
scholar Ronald Herzman 
taught The Divine Comedy 
for decades. Here’s how 
he summarizes its value 
to	us:

“Dante	is	a	geographer	
of the cosmos, and of the 
individual human soul. He 
dramatizes and asks us 
to	reflect	on	fundamental	
questions---questions 
about our political institu-
tions and problems, the 
nature of our moral ac-
tions, the possibilities for 
spiritual transformation …
questions whose poign-
ancy the lapse of seven 
centuries has not blunted 
at all.”

X

PrAyEr oF THE MoNTH 
Almighty Father,
Whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son, the King of all:
Govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 
And bring the families of the nations, divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin,
To be subject to his just and gentle rule;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Women’s World Day of Prayer falls on the 
first	Friday	in	March.	This	year,	the	WWDP	
service was written by women in Suriname, 
a country on the north-east coast of South 

America. Despite it being the snowiest night of the year 
a good group gathered to take part in the service hosted 
by Christ Church. Hyacinth Österlin welcomed everyone 
and read a letter she had received from sociologist Fide-
lia Graand-Galon, from Suriname’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. Fidelia thanked us for meeting to pray for her 
country. Melinda May led and directed the staged read-
ing of the script written by the national WWDP commit-
tee in Suriname. The focus was on our need to look af-
ter God’s creation in reducing our waste by reusing and 
recycling.  Our guest speaker was Dr Ines Knoll, Pastor 
of the Lutheran Stadtkirche. Johanna Cabili-Reuss led 
the congregational singing. Belinda Leslie made some 
popular Suriname food for the reception. Claus, Francis 
and friends provided music in the Church Centre.

Lucille 
Curran 

took part 
in the 

Women’s 
World Day 
of Prayer 

Service

X
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Looking 
down from    
  the choir 

at the Easter 
Vigil, candles 
were the only 
pinpoints of light 
in an otherwise 
dark church.
Those of us who had 
been in the garden for the 
Blessing of the Fire had 
hurried past the solemn 
procession, nipped up 
the stairs and slid quietly 
into our places while the 
clergy carrying the Paschal 
Candle, and then the con-
gregation, entered below. 
This	was	my	first	Easter	
Vigil at Christ Church and I 
was suffused with a keen 
sense of expectation as 
the service proceeded. 

After the Exultet the long, 
wonderful Vigil readings 
from Genesis and Exodus 
were interleaved with 
psalms led by the choir. 
Congregational chanting of 
psalms, in my experience, 
tends to focus the mind; 
up in the choir it demands 
maximum concentration—
ever more so than on this 
occasion. It felt even more 

exposed than usual. But I 
needn’t have been nerv-
ous—it all came together, 
and the wonder of the 
ancient practice of psalm 
chanting is that when 
unity of sound is achieved, 
the	words	“speak”	for	
themselves, resonating 
through moments of sus-
pended time. After the last 
reading with its response 
and prayer, the altar lights 
were lit and then the 
Gloria sung to the ringing 
of hand bells, a wonderful, 
celebratory sound. 

“Don’t	regret	not	having	
sung in a choir”, or words 
to that effect, had tipped 
the balance for me a few 
months earlier. I had sung 
in plenty of choirs but all 
of them were 30 to 100 
people strong. This has 
been a new experience 
in so many ways. First 
and foremost it is more 
demanding, but the satis-
faction is greater. Within a 
small group you become 
acutely aware of the other 
voice parts, and indeed 
you need to be. Listening 
is as important as produc-
ing if you want to create 
a sound that is, literally, 
harmonious, perfectly bal-
anced. In those moments 
when it does all come to-
gether, the joy of singing in 

Loft with 
a view: 
Rosalind 
Shakes-
pear on 
the joy of  
singing in 
the choir 
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four part harmony is...well, 
indescribable, except to 
say that it’s when we dare 
to feel that we’re sounding 
“like	a	real	choir”!

Singing is as much mental 
as it is physical. The 
natural tendency is to 
relax one’s voice, body 
and mind. Only a constant 
effort, a continual topping 
up of energy, maintains 
the degree of concentra-
tion needed to sing well. 
With unaccompanied sing-
ing for instance, posture, 
facial muscles and think-
ing all continually engage 
to work against the natural 
downwards slide … oth-
erwise, before you know 
how	you	got	there,	you	find	
you	are	a	whole	tone	flat	
or	more!	But	it’s	not	just	
about intonation. Choir 
rehearsals are a musical 
education with a myriad 
of	finer	musical	points	
brought to our attention. 
To meet, learn and absorb 
new music every week is a 
big part of it. 

During Holy Week alone 
there was Mendelssohn’s 
dramatic Daughters of 
Zion, Orlando Gibbons’ 
poignantly beautiful Drop, 
drop slow tears, sung 
to the washing of the 
disciples’ feet, and then 
Thomas Morley’s O Sing 

Unto The Lord A New Song 
with its chiming, bell-like 
rhythm. All very differ-
ent. Because we are a 
Christian choir the words 
we sing, matter. They also 
drive the music. If we allow 
them to, the words of our 
Faith sing for themselves. 
And in the way that we all 
occasionally experience 
“having	something	on	the	
brain”, both music and 
words return again and 
again during the course of 
the week.

I feared that being in the 
choir would put me at one 
remove from the service 
below, but have found 
the opposite to be true. I 
feel more involved, more 
receptive to everything 
around me and to the 
presence of God—a height-
ened state of attention you 
could say. But, I admit it, 
the best part for me of our 
lofty view is being right by 
the organ, especially for 
the Postlude, and espe-
cially when it’s Bach. It’s a 
thrilling experience. How 
wonderful it was to have 
the great fugue in G minor 
at the end of the Easter 

Vigil and then again after 
the Easter Sunday service. 
Good Friday, when the 
clergy, choirand congrega-
tion all entered and left 
the church in silence, was 
a sharp contrast, keenly 
felt.

You can read between all 
these	lines	and	find	Joan	
Avery’s gifted leadership. 
Huge thanks to her for the 
inspired call to action and 
for everything she brings 
to the Christ Church choir, 
Thursday after Thursday, 
Sunday after Sunday. It 
has added so much to my 
life in Vienna.

As for the choir members 
themselves, we thrive on 
singing together and we 
enjoy each other’s com-
pany. In the case of our 
best efforts the satisfac-
tion is a group one, in the 
case of our worst efforts, 
smiles and understanding, 
and we move on. There 
is no shortage of laughs 
either. I have always found 
gravity and hilarity to be 
remarkably close bedfel-
lows… no more so than in 
a	church	choir!	X
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A deacon 
is just a 
helper, 

right?” my older 
sister inquired, a 
bit dismissively. 
“Well,	not	exactly,”	I	
responded and then 
launched into what was to 
be one of many conversa-
tions	I	have	had	since	“go-
ing public” with my deci-
sion to seek ordination as 
a deacon in the Episcopal 
Church	USA	(ECUSA).	Truth	
is, not too many people, 
myself previously included, 
understand the role of a 
deacon in the Episcopal/
Anglican Church.

The Episcopal Church rec-
ognizes	four	ministry	roles:	
bishop, priest, deacon and 
laity.	No	role	is	“better”	
than another; each is a 
different and important 
part of the life of the 
church. The origin of the 
word	“diaconate”	is	found	
in the Greek diάkonos—diά 
(through,	by,	of)	+	konos 
(service)—and	St.	Stephen	
is typically honoured as 
the	early	church’s	first	
deacon	(he	was	also	the	
first	martyr!).	In	the	service	
of ordination to the diaco-

nate, the Bishop instructs 
the	candidate:

As a deacon in the Church, 
you are to study the Holy 
Scriptures, to seek nour-
ishment from them, and to 
model your life upon them. 
You are to make Christ 
and his redemptive love 
known, by your word and 
example, to those among 
whom you live, and work, 
and worship. You are to 
interpret to the Church 
the needs, concerns, and 
hopes of the world. You 
are to assist the bishop 
and priests in public wor-
ship and in the ministra-
tion of God’s Word and 
Sacraments, and you are 
to carry out other duties 
assigned to you from time 
to time. At all times, your 
life and teaching are to 
show Christ’s people that 
in serving the helpless 
they are serving Christ 
himself. 

This instruction is vague 
enough that many are 
still left scratching their 
heads	and	saying,	“Yes,	
but what will you do?” In 
my diocese, deacons are 
non-stipendiary	(unpaid)	
and are usually assigned 
to	a	specific	congrega-
tion. As you probably have 
noticed at Christ Church, 

Lynn 
Finnegan 
takes her 
first steps 
towards 
ordination 
as a 
deacon
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a	deacon	(in	our	case,	
Robert)	traditionally	reads	
the gospel, invites the 
passing of the peace, and 
announces the dismissal. 
Intercessions are often led 
by a deacon and a deacon 
has the honour of singing 
the Exultet at the Easter 
Vigil. A deacon can preach 
and teach. 

Beyond the church walls, 
deacons are called to 
identify the needs of the 
poor, helpless, and forgot-
ten and they encourage 
the Church to respond. 
The deacon’s duties are 
tailored to the needs of 
the particular community 
in which he or she serves, 
which is a calling differ-
ent from the needs of the 
particular congregation. As 
one interviewer told me, 
“A	deacon	brings	the	altar	
to the community and the 
community to the altar.”

The	specifics	of	journey-
ing	from	“I	think	I	have	
a calling” to a service of 
ordination in ECUSA began 
for me in May 2016 and 
will be ongoing for at least 
three	more	years.	The	first	
step was an interview with 
my parish priest in New 
Mexico, whose discern-
ment that I may have a 
calling	officially	made	me	

an	“Aspirant”.	Since	then,	I	
spent over a year meeting 
periodically with a discern-
ment committee at Christ 
Church, consisting of 
Patrick	and	five	members	
of the congregation. Their 
patient, dedicated, and 
prayerful partnership led 
to a recommendation that 
I continue in the process.

This past winter I travelled 
home to do just that. After 
two weekend retreats of 
extensive interviews with 
my	Bishop	and	fifteen	
members of the Commis-
sion on the Ministry of 
the	Baptized	(COMB),	I	
and seven other Aspirants 
were invited to become 
“Postulants”	(candidates)	
for ordination. Having now 
completed all the back-
ground	checks,	filled	out	
a lot of paperwork and 
passed my medical and 
(hopefully)	psychological	
exams, I will return to the 
U.S. in September to begin 
three years of non-residen-
tial seminary. This will be 
coupled with more meet-
ings and conversation with 
my Bishop and COMB, as 
well as assignments to 
work in congregations oth-
er than my own, before I 
can take canonical exams 
and stand for ordination. 
Whew!

Many have expressed 
surprise at the length and 
rigour	of	my	journey	(espe-
cially	for	“just	a	helper”).	
Others deem the process 
to	be	rather	“churchy”,	
hierarchical and burden-
some.	There	are	definitely	
days when I feel I’ve al-
ready done so much, when 
in reality I haven’t even 
started. I can say without 
a doubt that I have felt ex-
tremely blessed every step 
of the way. I have been 
given an opportunity to dig 
deep, sometimes painfully. 
The discernment process 
has not been linear, but 
my initial calling has been 
solidified	through	it.	I	have	
been constantly reminded 
that discernment, in the 
diaconate as in life, is far 
more about the journey 
and less about the desti-
nation. X

Trinity on the H
ill Episcopal Church, 
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The end of 
a working 
career-—

whether eagerly 
awaited, reluc-
tantly accepted 
or positively 
dreaded—is an 
emotional life-
changing event. 
For people whose identity 
and self-worth is linked 
to their profession, for 
those whose co-workers 
represent the family they 
never had or for yet others 
who lacked the time or 
inclination to put down 
roots outside their work-
place, retirement can be 
extremely traumatic, espe-
cially if they neglected to 
learn	sufficient	German	to	
thrive in Austrian society.

Men seem to be dispropor-
tionately affected by the 
retirement blues, possibly 
because of the absence of 
close friends outside the 
workplace or family. Like 
many generalizations, this 
is not true for many former 
male colleagues who 
have followed courses at 
Vienna University or have 

delighted in picking up an 
abandoned hobby.

Personally, I adore the 
multifaceted life that 
retirement can offer and 
find	myself	wearing	a	
number of hats that, at 
various stages of my life, 
I hoped would be part of 
my permanent wardrobe. I 
share my own experiences 
with readers in the hope 
that they may alert new 
retirees, like Alice, to new 
doors to open. 

Open your heart 
Retirement is a time when 
we can give something 
back to a world that has 
given us so much—not 
least the opportunity to 
work, support our families 
and enjoy a high quality 
of	life.	Our	“usefulness”,	if	
anything, increases after 
the end of our active work-
ing career.

Our church is a good place 
to start. The weekly wrap 
lists some possibilities 
(visiting	prisoners,	the	
sick, helping out at a soup 
kitchen	etc.)	and	I	am	
sure that the Chaplain and 
Office	Administrator	would	
be glad to explore with 
you other ways to help. In 
addition to opportunities 
to serve others, there are 
a number of dedicated 

The Editor 
talks 
about 
life after 
retirement 
and the 
doors 
waiting to 
be opened
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groups—prayer ministry, 
Bible reading, Lent groups, 
to name a few—that would 
welcome new faces. The 
Social Committee calen-
dar includes numerous 
events where one can get 
together with other mem-
bers of the congregation 
outside the church. These 
are listed in the weekly 
wrap as well as the email 
that accompanies it.

Beyond our church, there 
are countless opportuni-
ties for volunteer work 
in Austria. Your local 
newspaper is a good 
starting point. Nearly eight 
years ago, I read an an-
nouncement in a national 
newspaper	(incidentally,	a	
“must”	for	retirees	if	they	
are not already subscrib-
ing	to	one)	for	volunteers	
to help out in primary 
schools. The term used 
was Lesepatin	(reading	
godmother)	although	
I feel sure that men 
would be as welcome as 
women. I applied, and 
was accepted, at a nearby 
primary school, where I 
have been working one 
day a week for the past 
seven	years.	My	specific	
tasks depend on the class 
and	the	teacher:	some	
like to take advantage of 
the fact that my mother 

tongue is English, and give 
me a free rein to play word 
games in English with the 
class in addition to reading 
in German. Over the years, 
I have written several plays 
(in	English)	for	classes	
to perform at their yearly 
Christmas party. 

The rewards are inestima-
ble. The enthusiam of my 
young charges is deeply 
infectious and however 
tired, creaky or out of sorts 
I might feel when I get up 
on a Monday morning, by 
one o’clock I am fully en-
ergised!		Wherever	I	go	in	
my district, I meet not only 
“my”	current	children,	but	
older ones whose names 
(but	not	faces)	I	have	long	
forgotten. I have been told 
repeatedly that my contri-
bution makes a difference, 
yet	I	know	that	I	benefit	
from my Lesepatenschaft 
as much, if not more, 
than the children and 
their teachers. For anyone 
interested, you don’t need 
to have German mother 
tongue, but you do need to 
be	a	fluent	speaker.

Open your eyes 
Vienna has a broad and 
diverse range of museums 
that cater to all tastes. 
There is great joy in visit-
ing a gallery or museum 
on a Tuesday morning, fol-
lowed by a leisurely lunch 
with a friend. Music lovers 
are spoiled for choice in 
retirement and Vienna’s 
rich musical tradition is 
virtually unparalleled. One 
of the delights of retire-
ment is lunch. No longer a 
rushed trip to the cafete-
ria	(or	a	desk	covered	in	
crumbs	and	coffee	stains),	
one can savour Vienna’s 
culinary delights in unex-
plored neighbourhoods, all 
of which have something 
exciting to discover if you 
take the time.

Open your mind 
The city also boasts an 
extensive network of adult 
education facilities known 
as Volkshochschule  (VHS)	
where one can follow 
courses in subjects rang-
ing from Japanese cook-
ing, to creative computer 
programming, to neuro-
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science	(and	everything	
in	between).	They	not	only	
provide something for 
everyone but are an oppor-
tunity to make like-minded 
friends. The VHS also offer 
lectures on an equally 
wide range of subjects. 
Last month, we attended 
a presentation on Iceland, 
using a card we had won 
at a senior citizen quiz 
organized by the VHS—an-
other fun event.

There are countless op-
tions for anyone wishing 
to learn a new language or 
refresh existing knowl-
edge. Former staff mem-
bers and their families can 
sign up for courses in the 
VIC, while an wider choice 
is available at the VHS.

For years, I was an active 
member of an online 
bridge club and enjoyed 
playing with members 
from all corners of the 
globe. I have attended 
reunions in several coun-
tries and even organized 
one in Vienna some years 
ago, attended by people 
from as far away as New 
Zealand	and	Argentina.	
Some people play backga-
mon online, others devote 
hours to tracing their fam-
ily tree back to the Middle 
Ages. Others are members 

of gardening groups. The 
possibilities are endless.

Open your home 
It is often said that the 
Viennese have more time 
for dogs than children, and 
while this may be a crass 
exaggeration, there is no 
doubt that dog ownership 
can unlock the most tight-
lipped Viennese mouth. 
The	dog	park	(Hundeplatz)	
where I spend part of 
every afternoon could 
provide the material for a 
TV soap, along the lines of 
Kaisermühlen Blues. We 
are a dozen or so regulars 
from a range of ages, 
backgrounds, professions, 
nationalities and, as we 
have discovered, political 
orientation!	The	dogs,	like	
their owners, come in all 
shapes, sizes and temper-
aments.	Most	of	them	(the	
dogs,	that	is)	were	rescued	
from the streets of south-
ern and eastern Europe. 
One—a greyhound—was 
found tethered to a stick in 
the desert in Qatar. 

Our lively discussions do 
not centre entirely around 
our	dogs	(although	we	
must be prepared to inter-
rupt every few minutes to 
settle	a	dispute	or	fill	the	
black plastic bags thought-
fully provided in a dispens-

er	near	the	entrance).	We	
enjoy ourselves as much 
as	our	charges	(although	
we don’t normally end 
up	quite	so	muddy).	We	
celebrate high days and 
holidays with coffee and 
cakes	(or	Schnapps and 
Aufstriche). Close friend-
ships have been forged.

Caring for a pet, whether 
a	dog,	cat	or	tortoise	(I	
have two babies, courtesy 
of one of my Hundeplatz 
friends)	or	any	other	pet	is	
without doubt a respon-
sibility, but provides joy, 
companionship and a 
sense of purpose. 

These are only some of the 
doors that open when the 
office	door	closes	behind	
you.	A	note	of	warning:	
there is a misconception 
among those still gainfully 
employed that retirees 
have plenty of time to 
respond to any request or 
demand. In retirement, 
unlike the workplace, you 
can	actually	say	“no”!	Your	
time is your own, it is valu-
able and it is up to you to 
decide how to use it.

I must admit that at times 
I	find	myself	empathising	
with my similarly aging 
washing machine when it 
protests:	“Caution!	Do	not	
overload” ...

X
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on Friday May 25 churches throughout the city will 
be opening their doors to welcome visitors on the 
annual Lange Nacht der Kirchen. 

Once again Christ Church will be presenting a program 
highlighting the diversity of our congregation. Throughout 
the evening refreshments will be available in the Church 
Centre.

18.00  Opening prayers  
18.15 – 22.00 Refreshments in the Church Centre, 
18.30 – 19.00 African music with the CCV African  
  Percussion Group led by Chuks Agu 
19.00	–	19.45	 The	Anglican	Church:	The	Via	Media?		
  Everything you wanted to know, but  
	 	 were	afraid	to	ask!		Christ	Church		
  clergy answer your questions. Learn  
  about who we are, what we believe,  
  what we do and what we wear.

20.15-	21.30	 Three	Parables	for	Today:	Youth		
  Church present short dramatic pieces  
  on biblical themes written and  
  directed by Melinda May. Music  
  by Peter Kyriakos and Friends. There  
  will be an opportunity to join in the  
  singing of contemporary worship  
  songs. Recommended for young  
  people and families. 

22.00- 23.00 Strength through Songs of Faith -  
  Late night concert with American jazz  
  singer Carole Alston accompanied by  
  Herbert Otahal. 
23.15  Compline, prayer at the end of the  
  day

This is a great opportunity to see churches you would 
normally not visit. It is also a time to invite friends and 
family to come and visit us. We look forward to another 
successful Lange Nacht der Kirchen. 

X
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My wife 
and I 
were 

privileged to join 
the congregation 
at Christ Church 
on 8 April.
We were warmly wel-
comed by Revd. Patrick 
Curran and others and en-
joyed a few moments after 
the 10 o’clock service in 
the Church Centre. This all 
served	for	me	to	reflect	on	
our three short but happy 
years living in Vienna.

I arrived in August 1983 
by train at the Westb-
hanhof to take up a teach-
ing position at the Vienna 
International School. We 
soon	settled	into	a	flat	
in the 18th district and 
found Christ Church soon 
after that. The chaplain 
at that time was John 
Phillips whom I had known 
earlier when he was vicar 
at my church in Norwich. 
The	first	service	included	
a christening of Dylan 
Poenisch, the son of Ann, 
a colleague at the VIS. 

My wife, Hilary, discovered 
she was pregnant as soon 

as we arrived and we 
immediately had to get 
to grips with the Austrian 
Health Service. It was 
at this time we realised 
that Christ Church was 
a very caring place and 
much interest was shown 
in	us	“new	arrivals”.	We	
joined the choir and made 
friends up there in the 
gallery. The organist was 
Rosemary Blake and the 
Musical Director, Ward 
Holmquist. 

We soon concluded that 
the informal title of Christ 
Church at that time— the 
“English	Church”—was	
a misnomer as we met 
all sorts of people from 
around the world. Initially 
it seemed strange to rec-
oncile this with the famil-
iar liturgy of the Church of 
England. 

After Wednesday choir 
practice we would repair 
to	the	Chaplain’s	flat	
in Prinz-Eugen Strasse 
where a regular weekly 
gathering was hosted for 
the large number of single 
folks, many of whom were 
nannies. Maria Phillips 
did her best to make sure 
everybody mixed. People 
from that era included 
Fred Gruber, Liz Hindley, 
Peter and Mary Lou Scott, 

Melvyn 
and Hilary 
Elias 
recall 
their time 
at Christ 
Church in 
the 1980s
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Beverly Spillman, Truda 
Foers and Dick Benge to 
name but a few.

The	first	Christmas,	1983,	
was very special as we 
made new friends who 
had arrived from Aus-
tralia including Pamela 
Mildenhall and Marion 
Hayes. Our baby was due 
at the beginning of May 
and climbing the stairs 
into the choir loft became 
increasingly challenging 
for Hilary but we managed 
an amazing performance 
of Vivaldi’s Gloria on a 
snowy Sunday in April. 
Jonathan, our son, was 
born on 10 May 1984 and 
he	made	his	first	appear-
ance at Christ Church a 
few days later. That sum-
mer we returned home 
to visit friends and family 
and when we returned it 
was	“moving”	all	round.	
The VIS moved to Kagran 
and we moved out into 
the sticks to Mauer to a 
slightly	bigger	flat	with	a	
communal garden. That 
particular school year I 
was a primary 6 teacher 
and my immediate col-
league was Betty Gruber, 
who is one amazing lady.

Our time at Christ Church 
continued	to	flourish	and	
there were regular pot 

luck sup-
pers and 
much more 
besides, 
including 
retreats to 
Heilgenk-
reuz and 
Mödling. 
We became 
more ac-
tive in the 
affairs of the church and 
Hilary assisted with the 
crèche and we continued 
with the choir. Somehow 
I got myself on to the 
Church Council at that 
time,	when	the	“contro-
versial” issue was the 
decision to replace the 
life-expired organ with the 
magnificent	Letourneau	
version still very much in 
use today. Through these 
times we were guided and 
inspired by Nick and Tania 
Witter.

Hilary was persuaded to 
take over the editorship 
of the Monthly Bulletin 
where she would gather 
hard copy and prepare 
materials to be ably 
typed up and reproduced 
by a somewhat messy 
Gestettner machine by 
Alan Patzak.

All good things come 
to an end and, sadly, in 

August 1986 
we returned 
to England. 
We enjoyed ourselves 
thoroughly in those three 
years and our second son, 
Thomas, was born in Salis-
bury that November. It is 
quite remarkable to think 
that we left 32 years ago 
and yet on Sunday, 8 April 
we returned and it felt 
as warm as ever. Vienna 
exerts a huge pull on both 
of us and we have stayed 
in touch with many people 
from the church, the VIS 
and our neighbours in 
Mauer. This recent visit 
was our tenth return to 
Vienna since 1986.

Christ Church was and still 
is a warm and welcoming 
place and long may that 
continue for all the people 
who have the privilege to 
cross its threshold.

With God’s blessings.

The Elias’ now ... and Melvyn in 1984

X

May-June.indd   37 23/04/2018   13:54:11



38

D
AT

ES
 F

O
R

 Y
O

UR
 D

IA
RY

  
May	8	(Tues)	 19.00	 Soundings	(Rosalind	and	Nigel	Shakespear)

May	10	(Thur)	 10.00	 Ascension	Day	Sung	Eucharist 

May 11-13  Retreat, Stift Göttweig, David Pileggi, Vicar of  

   Christ Church Jerusalem 
May	16	(Wed)	 19.00	 Prayer	Ministry 
May	19	(Sat)	 08.00	 Christ	Church	volunteers	at	s’	Häferl 
May	20	(Sun)	 10.00	 Pentecost	Sunday	service	(please	wear	red!) 
May	22	(Tues)	 19.00	 Soundings	(Chuks	Agu) 
May	23	(Wed)	 18.00	 Council	Meeting 
May	25	(Fri)	 18.00	 Lange	Nacht	der	Kirchen	at	Christ	Church 
May	26	(Sat)	 15.00	 Service	in	Klagenfurt 
May	30	(Wed)	 18.30	 Theology	on	Tap 
June	1	(Fri)	 19.00	 Quiz	bring	‘n	share	at	the	Readings 
June	3	(Sun)	 12.00	 Family	picnic 
June	5	(Tues)	 19.00	 Soundings	(the	Covenants	-	part	1) 
June	12	(Tues)	 19.00	 Soundings	(the	Covenants	-	part	2) 
June	13	(Wed)	 19.00	 Prayer	Ministry 
June	16	(Sat)	 09.00	 Open	breakfast	in	the	Church	Centre 
June	19	(Tues)	 19.00	 Soundings	(the	Covenants	-	part	3) 
June	24	(Sun)	 12.00	 Church	BBQ	at	the	Castelino’s 
June	26	(Tues)	 19.00	 Soundings	(the	Covenants	-	part	4) 
July	7	(Sat)	 08.00	 Christ	Church	volunteers	at	s’	Häferl 
Sept	8	(Sat)	 tbc	 Christ	Church	Family	Day 
Sept	15	(Sat)	 	 Annual	Parish	Outing 
Nov	10	(Sat)	 10.50	 Vienna	Remembrance	Sunday	service	 
   transferred 
Nov	24	(Sat)	 10.30	 Advent	Bazaar	2018

Palm Sunday
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ACTIVITIES AN
D

 R
ESPO

N
SIBILITIES

Bazaar Coordinator Derek Lacey 
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 
Bible	Study	(Sun.)	 	 Philip	Milton	
Church Shop Diana Dopheide  
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri  
Crossways Judy Castelino 
Mailing list Erica Schenk 
Electoral Roll Alexander Rösch  
Environment	Officer	 Herbert	Stenzenberger	
Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger    
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear* 
Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran 
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley 
Librarian Ian Begg
Pledge Envelopes  Judy Hall  
Prayer Ministry  Patrick Curran 
Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet 
Publicity  Erica Schenk 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 
Safeguarding	Officer	 Susan	Turyomurugyendo	
Servers vacant
Sidespersons rota  Manfred Reiter  
Soundings	(Tues.	eve.)	 Patrick	Curran	
Toddler	Group	(Thur.)	 Revi	Nagel							
Website Claus Michalek

TH
E CH

UR
CH

 CO
UN

CIL
Chaplain	(Chairman)	 Revd.	Canon	Patrick	Curran	
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 
Lay Vice-Chairman  Philip Reading 
Churchwardens  Philip Reading 

Elisabeth Stanners
Honorary Treasurer Judy Hall 
Archdeaconry Synod Morkor Korley 

Angela Peake-Herzog
Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 
Members Sam Ifeagwu 

Derek Lacey
Melinda May
Manfred Reiter
Alexander Rösch
Hyacinth Österlin
Frank Sauer 
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Bei	Unzustellbarkeit	an	Absender	zurück/Return	address	if	not	claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12
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