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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.

The raffle, organized again this year by 
Lynn Finnegan, is one of our Bazaar’s main 
attractions. Lynn left Vienna at the end of 
December to return to the US and pursue a 
career in the church. She will be sorely missed.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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Postal address: Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna

Church office: Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna ] Tel. and Fax: 714 8900

www.christchurchvienna.org ] office@christchurchvienna.org

also serves Bratislava, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb

Chaplain of Christ Church Revd. Canon Patrick Curran  

Honorary Assistant Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 

Licensed Reader Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb) 

Priests with permission Revd. Clair Filbert-Ullmann 

to officiate      Revd. Christian Hofreiter  
 
Readers with permission Ms. Janet Berković            
to officiate Ms. Barbara Ryder              
     
Church Office Administrator Ms. Erica Schenk
 Wed. and Thurs. 10.00-16.00
 
Verger Mr. Andrew Seneviratne  
Choir Director Ms. Joan Avery 
   
Organist Mr. Andrew Couse               

For information on services in Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb, please contact:
Klagenfurt: Ms. Helen Taupe 
Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berković 
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The deadline for submissions 
for the March/April 2018 issue 
of CROSSWAYS  is 10 February. 
Please send contributions to be 
considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

For readers of this page, the Christmas and New Year 
rush will be over and we can with good conscience 

clear away the last of the tinsel and streamers. For 
some it will be with a sigh of relief, while others may 
still be basking in the glow of Christmas cheer. There 
will undoubtedly be moments of pure joy to look back 
on that will eventually obliterate the exhaustion and 
panic that characterize Christmas for many. Some of the 
joyous moments will no doubt include our services at 
Christ Church: the children’s Nativity Play, the Service 
of Nine Lessons and Carols, Christingle and Midnight 
Mass. Those with families will treasure once again the 
closeness that Christmas can bring. Others will deepen 
friendships or make new friends. Last year (2016) I 
visited Laura on Christmas Day—I had woken at 6.30 
to stuff our large turkey and put it in the oven—and 
the hour I spent with her was the most peaceful and in 
some ways memorable of the entire holiday season. I 
am sure that this feeling is shared by her other visitors 
who likewise feel God’s presence in her hospital room.

New Year is an opportunity to turn the page, to tweak 
our lives and fine-tune our priorities, to use mixed 
but appropriate metaphors! Are we giving as much of 
ourselves as we can? Are we making  optimum use of 
our time and energies? Are we concentrating on the 
mundane to the detriment of the more meaningful? Here 
at Christ Church, we are fortunate to have a fairly large 
and active congregation, but do we have the benefit of 
every single member’s time and talents? People move 
away, grow older, have additional family commitments 
or demanding careers. There is an ongoing need for 
new people to step forward and help make our church 
an even richer place. 

We rarely embrace change with much enthusiasm but 
it is undeniably part of most people’s lives, especially 
those living in a mobile international community. The 
Revd. Aileen Hackl has retired from Christ Church 
as has Miranda Kopetzky, our long-serving Office 
Administrator. Her shoes have been ably filled by 
Erica Schenk, whose entire family shoulders important 
responsibilities in our church. Lynn Finnegan leaves an 
enormous gap and others on the embassy circuit will 
be moving soon. Let 2018 bring fresh volunteers to the 
Christ Church team!
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Towards the end of the year 
I became aware of two 

anniversaries that we will be 
marking in 2018: the centenary 
of the end of World War I with 
the signing of the Armistice at 
Compiègne on 11 November 
and the bicentenary of the first 
performance of Stille Nacht, 
Heilige Nacht in the parish church 
of St Nicholas in Oberndorf close 
to Salzburg. The German book 
publisher Reclam is marking the 

centenary of Leonard Bernstein’s 
birth by publishing a biography of 
the conductor and composer. The 
Royal Northern College of Music 
and the University of Glasgow will 
commemorate the centenary of 
Claude Debussy’s death with a 
celebration of his music throughout 
the year.

Beginnings and endings are occasions 
for us to recall former glories of 
human creativity and the human 

tragedies of willed destruction and 
carnage. There is much to celebrate 
and there is much that we should 
remind ourselves of - “Lest we forget” 
- so that we may shun making the 
same mistakes. 

The fly in the ointment remains 
our human nature that does not 
constantly will the good. We need 
only to look at ourselves. Long term 
caregivers for example are often 
caught short by their lack of patience 
for the person they are caring for, 
although they know that the person 
they are caring for can’t help it. The 
Christian faith is well aware of our 
human dilemma and addresses it by 
calling us to be mindful of our “fallen 
state” and our “sinfulness”, while 
calling us to seek God’s forgiveness, 
as well as the forgiveness of our 
neighbour. The Christian faith calls us 
to amend our ways so that they might 
more closely conform to the will of 
God as revealed in and through Jesus 

Photograph taken in the forest of C
om

piègne after reaching an 
agreem

ent for the A
rm

istice (Source: W
ikipedia)

St Nicholas in Oberndorf (source: Wikipedia)
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Christ, whose teaching builds on the 
teaching of the Law and the Prophets. 

In a time when many would again 
seem to be losing their bearings within 
and without the Christian faith it is 
good to remind ourselves that the 
Christian faith provides orientation, 
orientation which is grounded in the 
divine. There is a compass. There is 
a way. There is a goal and an end. 
Let me refer to the season of Advent 
as an example of the orientation to 
which I am referring to as we look 
forward to Lent. 

During Advent we prepared ourselves 
to welcome anew the birth of the 
Christchild. It is forever a time of 
preparation. We reminded ourselves 
that God shows in and through 
his first coming that he keeps his 
promises by sending Jesus, the 
Messiah. The light shines in the 
darkness and the darkness has not 
overcome it. We reminded ourselves 
of the Ten Commandments and our 
need to amend our lives accordingly. 
We touched on the Advent Antiphons, 
which help us to understand more 
fully what God has done for us in Jesus 
and our need of God. Coupled with 
the former, our Advent observance 
is faith in action. There were various 
fundraising events to support 
organisations such as Vinzirast and 
Caritas. These fundraisers reminded 
us not only to look to our needs, but 
to the needs of others. 

During Advent members of the 
church continued to visit the sick 
and the prisoners (Justizanstalt 

Wien-Josefstadt), to help out at the 
soup kitchen, to hold each up in 
prayer, while keeping our secondhand 
shop manned and shouldering 
another successful bazaar. Many 
have demanding jobs and young 
families, but are willing to serve. 
Recall furthermore how Kids Church 
staged another successful Nativity 
Play for us all to enjoy. And we did! 
The Advent Carol Service, as well 
as the Service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols reminded us that God is turned 
towards the world and that God is for 
us. It is this message with its “Do not 
be afraid!” that we must continue to 
seek to communicate.

During 2018 we will commemorate 
human tragedy and celebrate human 
achievement, but always mindful of 
God. Our duty as Christians is to 
remain grounded in the Christian story 
that makes known to us God’s ways 
and will, so that we may continue 
faithful in service, worship and prayer. 
I am fond of referring to what I call the 
five pillars of Christianity. These are 1) 
worship, 2) fellowship, 3) service, 4) 
witness and 5) proclamation. To these 
we are being called daily. We have 
much to be thankful for as a church 
“Lest we forget”, as we sing: “Glories 
stream from heaven afar, Heavenly 
hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior 
is born!” “Durch der Engel Halleluja, 
Tönt es laut von fern und nah: Christ, 
der Retter ist da!”
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        Michael from Yorkshire, 
a regular Bazaar visitor, says 
his favourite purchase this 
year is an old pewter beer 
tankard.

        Greg from Washington 
D.C. enjoys catching up 
with old friends, sampling 
the food and browsing the 
book stalls.

    Elisabeth has been 
helping her grandparents 
(Herbert and Vivian) at the 
Bazaar for many years and 
always enjoys it.

    William from Canada 
is a regular visitor. His 
purchases this year included 
some Yes, Prime Minister 
DVDs and mince pies.

    Father and daughter 
Bettina and Wolfgang who 
used to live in London have 
Christmas pudding and 
chutney on their list.

       For Brits Jo and Richard, 
this is their first visit to our 
Bazaar. Before hitting the 
book stall they enjoyed the 
samosas. 

Herta and Monika from 
Burgenland are here for the 
fourth time and, like others, 
say they love the atmosphere. 
They commented on the 
great Asian food as well 
as Tennent’s lager! Herta 
treasures a leather bracelet 
she bought, along with books  

for the grandchildren. 

    Philip, Cristina, Laia 
and Nora have their photos 
taken with Santa every year. 
This year they particularly 
enjoyed the Indian food!

       Annapurna and Sascha, 
love the friendly atmosphere, 
while Nuri and Oskar are 
looking forward to choosing 
some toys. 
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      Melanie and Antje (US 
and UK) are enjoying their 
first visit to the Bazaar, and 
are particularly taken by the 
mince pies and cupcakes.

     This lady from Burundi 
has enjoyed the whole 
e x p e r i e n c e  —he r  f i r s t 
Bazaar—including the 
variety of dishes on offer.

     Au pair Jessica from 
Virginia, USA, was happy 
to see people from so many 
different countries at the 
Bazaar.

     It is Oliver from Vienna’s 
first time at the Bazaar, but, 
he stresses, not his last! He 
particularly appreciates the 
international crowd. 

    Jutta is attending the 
Bazaar with her friends 
Chris and Sania. She was 
particularly taken with this 
black cocktail dress.

    Silke and Ronja from 
Munich very much enjoyed 
the music and have found  
some great baby toys.

    In addition to helping at 
the Bazaar, Sophie had time 
to visit the children’s corner 
for face-painting and found 
the whole event “toll”.

     Janine from Upper 
Austria attends our church 
and thinks the Bazaar is 
a great idea. She liked the 
international food. 

Þ

Þ
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Dante Alighieri’s The Divine Comedy 
is the greatest work of Christian 

literature of the Middle Ages. It is a 
celebration in verse form of a very 
catholic vision of reality and the 
meaning of our existence. I was first 
introduced to it by a scholar, Ron 
Herzman, who had taught a course 
on it for several years running to 
condemned inmates on Death Row 
at New York’s notorious Attica State 
Prison. 

He had been asked to teach something 
that would ring true to the hardened 
prisoners awaiting their fate. I was 
quite astonished that he held the 
inmates’ attention. Attendance was 
entirely voluntary. At his Dante 
seminar at St. John’s College in New 
Mexico many years ago, he told 
us of his conviction that he could 
show his audience how true to life 
Dante’s writing is. The inmates only 
bought into the project when they 
could see for themselves that Dante 
was no phony peddling falsehood 
(the inmates used a more colourful 
term that I shall not repeat here). 
He was for real. His depiction of 
human behaviour was believable 

and true. I think that few could have 
accomplished what Ron succeeded 
in doing.   

Whatever terrible crimes they 
had committed to wind up where 
they were, the prisoners knew a 
lot about life at its rawest, and 
about human actions and their 
human consequences. They were well 
acquainted with pride, hatred, anger, 
resentment, violence, punishment, 
and grief. In The Divine Comedy they 
found all of these themes, but also 
love, grace, mercy, repentance, and 
redemption. Ron said that they often 
gave him new ways of looking at the 
characters and situations that Dante 
describes, so great was the resonance 
of the psychological portraits painted 
by Dante. In the story, the prisoners 
recognized aspects of themselves and 
others whom they knew. 

That recognition is the mark of a 
great book which, centuries later, still 
speaks to the human condition. After 
all, there are many authors, acclaimed 
in their own time, who fade away 
with the passage of a few decades. 
Not Dante. New translations of his 
work seem to come out every decade. 
One can find them in both verse and 
prose form. Some translators try to 
be as literal as possible, while others 
try to capture the meaning behind 
the words by altering metaphors or 
paraphrasing text. 

Whichever version (or versions) 
one selects, extensive annotation is 
a prerequisite for making sense of 
the work. Many of the personages 

Reading the Divine Comedy
by

 M
ik

e 
St

ev
en

s



11

and happenings alluded to by Dante 
are particular to the time and place 
in which he wrote, and need to be 
explained.

The great Anglo-American poet 
and critic T.S. Eliot once asserted, 
“Dante and Shakespeare divide 
the world between them. There is 
no third.” By that, he meant that 
in Shakespeare one sees the full 
spectrum of behaviour that humans 
are capable of and in Dante one 
sees the very height and depth of the 
human spirit. It’s quite a claim. 

The Divine Comedy is the story of 
Dante’s imagined journey to the realm 
of the afterlife. Divided into cantos 
(canto is Italian for song) or chapters, 
it has three parts: Inferno, Purgatory 
and Paradise. The term comedy 
means not that it is a humorous 
story but simply that it has a “happy 
ending.” Its opening verse is quite 
famous:

Midway along the journey of our life

I woke to find myself in a dark wood,

For I had wandered off from the straight 
path.

The poet is having what we now call 
a “midlife crisis.” Guided initially by 
the ghost of the Roman poet Virgil, 
he will enter hell and travel down a 
spiral to its lowest depths, then climb 
a mountain of repentance and finally 
ascend each of the spheres of heaven. 

In this journey, he will meet departed 
friends and relatives as well as 
notorious sinners and great saints. 

The reader should bear in mind that 
Dante himself was an exile from 
his native city of Florence for the 
last decade and a half of his life. 
He wrote his great poem wandering 
in exile. Some of the most vivid 
portraits of the damned are those of 
some of his political enemies or their 
ancestors—immortalized in verse for 
sins and crimes that Dante fairly or 
unfairly attributes to them. Such is 
the penalty for incurring the wrath 
of a great writer! One of his most 
poignant passages is a reflection on 
his banishment:

And you will know how salty is the taste

Of others’ bread, how hard the road 
that takes

You down and up the stairs of others’ 
homes.

Dante’s hatred of corruption in the 
church is reflected in a passage 
depicting a couple of bad popes 
stuffed into holes head first with 
flames dancing on their exposed feet. 
At the very bottom of hell sits Satan in 
unrepentant fury. He is stuck eternally 
in ice, representing the cold isolation 
in which his pride and arrogance have 
left him. 

Reading the Divine Comedy

ß
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Yet, Dante means The Divine Comedy 
to be a celebration of “the love that 
moves the sun and the other stars.” 
Indeed we see that hell is filled with 
persons who have chosen this fate 
for themselves by their arrogant and 
unrepentant ways. Nowhere does 
Dante encounter a being in hell who 
admits to having done wrong and is 
truly sorry for what he or she has 
done. The fault always lies with others. 

In contrast, souls in purgatory are 
those who repent because they have 
sinned against the love of God. They 
don’t want to ascend to heaven until 
they are purified by their sufferings in 
purgatory and, through them, made 
fit and “eager to rise, now ready for 
the stars.”

Passing through heaven, Dante 
glimpses the enormity of God’s 
goodness and His desire for us to use 
our free will to choose the path of love 
and right living. 

The Divine Comedy thus represents 
an ambitious synthesis of what the 
Christian mind in medieval Europe 
perceived of theology, science, the 
meaning of history and human nature. 
Even more than that, it is filled with 
memorable vignettes of souls finding 
their place in the afterlife.  

In a second essay, I will touch further 
on what makes this work a timeless 
classic and a challenge for the modern 
reader to comprehend and appreciate 
this great epic poem. 

Lynn Finnegan said goodbye to Christ Church after the Wednesday morning service 
on 20 December. We wish her luck in her new, exciting life and look forward to seeing 
her back in Vienna soon.

ß
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Melinda May, better known to the 
Christ Church congregation as 

a player than playwright, wrote and 
produced this year’s Nativity play 
for the Kids’ Church group. Devised 
to provide acting roles for children 
aged from four to fourteen, Melinda’s 
play told the traditional Christmas 
story in a light-hearted yet moving 
manner. 

Helped by Alexandra Schmidt 
and Lucille Curran on the piano, 
the children acted and sang with 
bravado and a surprising amount 
of talent. Even the smallest kings 
presented their gifts audibly and 
with a flourish! Mary and Joseph’s 
nonchalant acceptance of the 
Virgin’s pregnancy raised laughter 
from the congregation (their “OK” 
was spoken suspiciously like the 
ubiquitous “whatever” that taxes 
many parents’ patience!). Caesar 
Augustus (aka Jonathan) imperiously 
commanded us all to return to our 

home towns for the census, as he 
marched down the aisle.

The costumes were a treat and the 
entire production ran without a 
single hitch; the story was skilfully 
narrated by the three “oldest” 
members of the group.  

Kids’ Church Nativity
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so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, 
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you Matthew 6:16-18



The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins every year on 18 January and ends 
on 25 January. The national ecumenical service for Austria will be held at the 
Serbian Orthodox Church, Neulerchenfelderstraße 17, 1160 Vienna, on Thursday, 
25 January at 18.00. The week is preceded by a service entitled the Day of Judaism 
(Tag des Judentums) to remind Christians of their Jewish roots. The service will 
be held at the Ruprechtskirche in the first district on 17 January at 18.00.

This year Bishop David Hamid will be leading us through the three major days of 
Holy Week (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday), as well as the Easter 
Vigil with confirmation and Easter Sunday. We are privileged to be able to welcome 
Bishop David as our spiritual guide for these services.
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The Bishop of the Old Catholic Church in Austria, Bishop Heinz Lederleitner, 
is our preacher on Sunday, 28 January. The Anglican Communion is in Full 
Communion with the Old Catholic Church in Austria through the Bonn Agreement 
(1930), a first-fruit of the Ecumenical Movement.

Ash Wednesday falls this year on 14 February. As usual there are two services 
at Christ Church, at 09.30 and 19.00. Both services are with the Imposition 
of Ashes. Ash Wednesday, like Good Friday, is a special day of discipline and 
self-denial, which we usually shorten to “fasting”. Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of Lent. The original meaning of the word “Lent” is spring. During 
Lent, it is the Christian practice to give up something, but also to take something 
on such as joining a Lent group, reading a book on some aspect of Christian 
theology or spirituality, making a commitment to come to a weekday service,  or 
giving oneself to works of charity, etc. Clergy are available to provide spiritual 
direction and to hear confessions.

Lent Group, Tuesday evenings, 19.00 in the Church Centre: This year the 
discussion text for the Tuesday Lent Group is Letters and Papers from Prison by 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945). Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor 
and theologian. He participated in the German Resistance movement against 
Nazism during the war, which cost him his life. He was a founding member of 
the Confessing Church. We will be using the version for which Sam Wells, the 
Bishop of Salisbury, wrote the introduction.  If you would like the chaplain to 
order you a copy, email the church office by 15 January. 
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16 Jerusalem: Jerusalem, with Philip Milton.   
Philip will tell us about his trip to Jerusalem as part of his internship. The week 
was organized by Canon William Gulliford, the diocesan Director of Ordinands.

23 January: The fourth session on St Mark’s Gospel, with Dr. Robert Kinney

30 January: Reformation, with Dr Dorothea Haspelmath-Finatti. Dorothea writes, 

What is it that saves humankind and gives us new and everlasting life?

Martin Luther's urgent question—how humankind can be reconciled to God in 
Christ—stands at the beginning of the Reformation: "What saves us and what 
renews our lives is God's grace in Christ alone. By grace alone we are justified." 
Luther's Reformation theology, centred on his "Doctrine of Justification". It was 
to become the most important contribution of the Reformation to the ecumenical 
dialogue of our times. A common understanding of this most central theme 
of Christian faith is now growing between the Churches and was marked in a 
festive way at Westminster Abbey on the 31 October 2017.

7 February: “With eyes wide open, Funding the Diocese”. The bishops of the 
diocese backed by the Bishop’s Council are asking for a doubling of Common 
Fund contributions over two years to sustain and build on the core and 
substance of on-going work: safeguarding, funding of full-time archdeacons 
and communications. The chaplain will inform listeners of what is planned, the 
reasoning behind it and how Christ Church has responded so far. 

All sessions begin at 19.00. We aim to finish at 20.30.
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Christina and Mike Stevens are once again hosting the popular “Last Chance 
Carols” Bring and Share on Friday, 5 January, starting at 16.30. For a final singing 
of some of our most beautiful carols with poetry reading, delicious food and 
warm company—this is a date for your diaries!

The Chaplain is leading a group from Christ Church on a trip to Jordan, which is 
a part of what we call the Holy Land but is far less known by many. The dates 
are 14-21 April 2018. If you would like more information, please contact the 
chaplain ASAP since registrations should be received without delay.

Both the next Theology on Tap as well as the Men’s Breakfast will be asking the 
question “Is sin out of date?” Theology on Tap: Café Museum, Thursday, 1 March 
at 18.30 for 19.00. Men’s Breakfast: Church Centre, Saturday, 3 March, 9.00.
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The Eastern Archdeaconry Synod, 
which took place from 21 to 24 

September 2017 in Kolympari, Crete, 
was hosted by the congregation of 
St Thomas, Kefalas, and attended 
by some 17 lay representatives and 
13 clergy from the Archdeaconry 
including Athens, Belgrade, Budapest, 
Corfu, Crete, Istanbul, Izmir, Kyiv, 
Moscow, Prague, Warsaw as well as 
Vienna. There were also 13 guests, 
speakers and observers. Christ 
Church, Vienna was represented by 
Revd Canon Patrick Curran and Revd 
Mike Waltner, Miranda Kopetzky as 
the Diocesan Synod representative, 
and Morkor Korley and Angela 
Peake-Herzog as Archdeaconry 
representatives. Philip Milton was 
also invited as a CEMES Intern.

The Synod was held at the Orthodox 
Academy of Crete (OAC) in Kolympari 
(www.oac.gr). It had wonderful 
conference facilities, a very dedicated 
staff and a beautiful view overlooking 
the Mediterranean Sea. Meetings 
began on Thursday evening followed 
by two full days of presentations, 
discussion and worship. We were 
joined by members of the Kefalas, Crete 

congregation for the 
Sunday morning 
Sung Eucharist in 
the Orthodox chapel, 
where the celebrant 
and preacher was 
Bishop Robert Innes.  

T h e  S y n o d 
concluded at midday 
on Sunday. 

The Synod talks and discussions were 
organized around the theme “Building 
the Future”.

Building a green future  
After being introduced and welcomed 
to the OAC, we watched the film 
“The Green Patriarch” featuring His 
All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew and his efforts to honour 
and protect the environment. We 
would invite all of you to view this film 
on YouTube: (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=gFpXuwmLiBE).

Building up the diocese for 
the future  

Bishop Robert Innes gave examples 
in the Diocese of developments made 
within the framework of the five points 
of strategy: 1) Building up the body of 
Christ; 2) Sharing in the evangelisation 
of Europe; 3) Striving for a just and 
sustainable world; 4) Working for 
reconciliation; 5) Resourcing ministry. 
He stressed the importance of well-
structured Archdeaconries through 
a new team of archdeacons together 
with greater use of area deans. He 
remarked that 2017 is experiencing a 
major investment in the safeguarding 
programme and the finance review 
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group has identified key resourcing 
challenges of financing Archdeacons, 
Safeguarding and the new IT and 
communications programme.

Building a safe and secure 
future within our congregations: 
safeguarding training  
O lga  B radshaw,  one  o f  t h e 
Safeguard ing Tra iners  in  the 
Archdeaconry, gave an up-to-date 
report on Level 2 safeguarding 
training in the Archdeaconry. Level 
2 training has been carried out over 
the last year in Budapest, Kyiv, Corfu, 
Zagreb, Athens, Belgrade, Istanbul – 
Christ Church and the Church of the 
Resurrection, Warsaw, Vienna and 
Crete. Level 2 training still has to be 
carried out in Izmir, Didim, Ankara, 
Moscow, St Petersburg, Prague and 
Bucharest. The next training course 
for trainers will be held in Spain 21-24 
January 2018.

Building a legal basis for the future 
Olga Bradshaw and Revd Canon 
Malcolm Bradshaw spoke on the 
importance of exploring and obtaining 
legal status for churches in the 
Diocese. An outline of the historical 
background of several chaplaincies/
church buildings in the Archdeaconry 
and close relationship with the British 
Foreign Office was presented.  In the 
1990s considerable changes were 
made as properties were handed 
over to the chaplaincies, bringing 
about the necessity of obtaining 
some form of legal status. A detailed 
account followed of the lengthy 
process of obtaining legal status for 
the Anglican churches in Greece and 

the advantages this has brought. The 
importance of obtaining legal status 
in order to be a responsible employer 
was also stressed.

Equipping the  la i ty  of  the 
diocese for the future  
Dr. Clare Amos spoke on developing 
discipleship in the diocese. She 
also spoke about the Anglican way 
of discipleship being: formed by 
scripture, shaped by worship, ordered 
by communion, and directed by 
God’s mission. She also stressed 
the importance of hospitality with 
examples of hospitality from the Bible.

Bible study  
Dr. Clare Amos led three sessions of 
Bible study on St Mark’s Gospel.

Reports from the chaplaincies  
Chaplaincy reports had been received 
and circulated prior to the synod. The 
Revd. Robin Fox gave a presentation 
on some common themes in these 
reports: blessings and challenges 
of church buildings, ecumenical 
relations, rumours of war and the 
effect on chaplaincies, vocations and 
ministry for all believers, refugees and 
migrants.

Synod 2018  
The next synod will be hosted by 
the congregation of Christ Church, 
Kyiv and held in Kyiv from 21-23 
September 2018.

Prayers were requested from the 
chaplaincies for faith and hope in 
facing future challenges, financial 
security and stability and the 2018 
synod in Kyiv. 
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The Old City of Jerusalem is a 
hectic, crowded place whose 

narrow streets are busy with tourists 
and pilgrims; Jews headed to the 
Western Wall, Muslims to the Al-
Aqsa, while Christian tour groups 
walk the Via Dolorosa.  Mosques, 
synagogues and churches jostle 
for room with pilgrim hostels and 
souvenir shops. It is a living city, 
heavy with memory, where the great 
events and bitter disputes of millennia 
hang in the air and touch every part 
of life. 

We woke at 5 to beat the crowds to 
the Holy Sepulchre. Already at that 
time prayers and worship in different 
languages could be heard from each 
corner of the church. The Latin Mass 
drowned them all out with the organ; 
in turn the words of the Lord’s Prayer 
were lost as the Greek bells began. 
It was an incomplete Pentecost: the 
sacred rites of each tradition side-
by-side marred by the daily rituals 
of rivalry which occasionally spill 

over into violence. The beauty and 
the brokenness of Christ’s Church 
writ small.

What’s the difference between being 
a pilgrim and being a tourist? As we 
were packing a fortnight’s programme 
into five days there were plenty of 
times when I felt more like a tourist, 
getting off the bus to take a photo and 
then quickly on to the next “sight”. 
Even at the Church of the Nativity 
in Bethlehem we waited in line for 
our ten seconds at the star marking 
“the birthplace”, from which we were 
hurried by an impatient monk.

Halfway through our time in Israel 
we had the great privilege to meet 
Theophilus III, Greek Patriarch 
of Jerusalem. He is a calm and 
hospitable man with a disarming 
sense of complete presence and quiet 
joy, who spoke softly and wisely to 
us for about half an hour. He asked 
us a question which he said he asked 
all visitors: “have you come to see the 
places or the people?”

It was a reminder that we were 
not there simply to look at historic 
churches and ruins, however beautiful 
or meaningful. The Holy Sepulchre, 
after all, testifies to Christ’s absence: 
“He is not here: he is risen!”

We met Musl ims, Palest inian 
Christians and Jews over our time, 
and heard a little of the hopes and 
fears of each group for their future 
in this divided land. We came with 
a variety of opinions on the political 
divisions of Israel/Palestine, but they 
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all came away changed, because 
we now had communities and faces 
to place beneath each label. Our 
aspiration became closer to the words 
of Donald Nicholls we had heard 
on our first day: “The task of the 
Christian is not to be neutral—but to 
be torn in two.”

On our last day, after a morning of 
church-hopping on a whistle-stop 
tour from the Jordan to Capernaum, 
we held a Eucharist on the quiet 
shore of the Sea of Galilee, having left 
the crowds behind us. We had seen 
at least 20 churches in the past five 
days, but we were beginning to realise 
that that is not what a pilgrimage 
is. It’s not simply about getting to a 
destination, but a journey of opening 
our hearts to learn something new 
about God, about our companions 
and about ourselves. And just as 
the disciples were told to go home 
to Galilee to seek Jesus there, so 
we left for the airport on the next 
day, thankful for an inspiring and 

challenging pilgrimage and ready 
for the next stage of our journey 
with God.

Philip Milton spent a week in the Holy 
Land with the five other CEMES interns 
of the Diocese in Europe, on a pilgrimage 
organized and led by Revd Canon 
William Gulliford, Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands.

“Ten measures of beauty God gave to the world, nine to Jerusalem and one to the 
rest. Ten measures of suffering God gave to the world, nine to Jerusalem and one 
to the rest.”                Talmud
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fugitive from King Saul
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On Tuesday, 12 December, the 
brass quintet Brassissimo once 

again wove their magic in Christ 
Church. Even those who have enjoyed 
their concerts over the years were 
amazed anew at their renditions of 
both classical and popular seasonal 
favourites. Bach (My Spirit be Joyful), 
Händel (Tochter Zion), Mozart 
(Rondo from Horn Concerto No. 4) 
and Prokofieff (Troika from Lieutenant 
Kije) featured alongside Rudolf the 
Red-nosed Reindeer and a medly of 
well-known carols arranged by our 
former verger, Sean Nield, under 
the title Christmas Crackers. Austrian 
favourites included Leise Rieselt 
der Schnee, Maria 
durch ein Dornwald 
ging and Fröhliche 
Weihnachten überall. 
Several of the pieces 
were arranged by 
Andreas Bergmann, 
who also played the 
trumpets and horn.

We learned that the 
band has had much 

success in different countries across 
the globe, ranging from Finland to 
Japan and China. They also perfom 
regularly on television  and appear 
in prestigious musical and cultural 
festivals both in Austria and abroad. 

The versality of the quintet  —
there were frequent changes of 
instrument—the humour of the 
spokesman Marcus Schmidinger and 
the hallmark red and gold costumes, 
have helped carve a unique niche for 
Brassissimo. Regrettably, the black 
and white photos fail to show how 
perfectly their costumes blended 
in with the red carpet and gold 
paintwork on the altar of the church.

The evening was one of pure 
enchantment that left us with a 
smile on our faces and joy in our 
hearts. The two encores—Louis 
Armstrong’s What a Wonderful World 
and John Newton’s Amazing Grace, 
performed on the tuba by Friedrich 
Gindlhumer—provided the cherry on 
what was already a deliciously rich 
early Christmas cake. 

Brassissimo’s Magic
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From the Church Registers

First Communion on 15 October 2017: Tobe Okonkwo, Faith 
Okoli, David Shaver and Anna Hall  (see below)

Ruby Elizabeth Radlberger on 22 October 2017

Lorenz Hailonga Cerny on 29 October 2017

A New Year’s Prayer

Lord, You make all things new
You bring hope alive in our hearts
And cause our spirits to be born again.
Thank you for this new year
For all the potential it holds.
Come and kindle in us
A mighty flame
So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God
And live forever to praise Your glorious name.
Amen
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The Animal Blessing service on 
14 October was the second 

organized by Frank Sauer. He took 
over from the capable hands of 
Revd. Aileen Hackl who for many 
years led the service and blessed 
our congregation’s four-legged loved 
ones on or close to the occasion of 
St. Francis of Assisi’s day.

The theme Frank chose for the service 
was “He who breathes through all 
creation”, a quotation from the hymn 
God is Love by Timothy Rees. The 
scripture reading was from Numbers 
22:22-35 and told the story of 
Balaam who mistreated his donkey 
and was reprimanded by the Angel 
of the Lord. The seven dogs and one 

rabbit attending the service might 
not have grasped the message, but 
we did! The congregation included a 
couple of animal lovers without pets 
and their presence was particularly 
appreciated. 

The service concluded with the 
blessing of the animals by the Revd. 
Mike Waltner, who laid his hands on 
each animal as he addressed him or 
her by name, followed with the hymn 
All thing bright and beautiful. 

It was indeed a bright and beautiful 
service with a well-behaved, attentive 
congregation that took obvious joy in 
sharing a special occasion with their 
two-legged owners. 

All Creatures Great and Small

Dancing for Christ Church

A rather different evening greeted 
us on 9 November when the 

British Embassy hosted a Scottish-
style Ceilidh dance in their 3-Posts 
Room club room, in aid of Christ 
Church funds and in celebration of 
St Andrew’s Day.

This was a great opportunity to hone 
our ceilidh dancing skills, and to 
meet with friends old and new. The 
bar was open from the beginning and 
helped to produce a very convivial 
atmosphere, with some nibbles 
available. 

Dancing commenced with an 
appropriately named dance called 

“Welcome” and continued with nine 
more dances including old favourites 
Dashing White Sergeant and Strip 
the Willow. These were most ably 
accompanied on the accordion by 
our own Dave Hall and his fiddler 
colleague. We finally finished with 
another great Scottish tradition—the 
singing of Auld Lang Syne in which 
dancers hold hands around the room 
and then crowd in towards the centre 
and back again.

A considerable part of the evening 
can be seen in a video on the British 
Embassy Facebook page. 
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Dates for your Diary

   DATE  TIME   EVENT

Jan 5 (Fri) 16.30 Last chance carol singalong / bring and share at  
   the Stevens’

Jan 6 (Sat) 10.00 Epiphany, Said Eucharist

Jan 7 (Sun) 10.00 Epiphany transferred, Solemn Sung Eucharist

Jan 7 (Sun) 09.00 Sunday morning Bible study resumes

Jan 10 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Jan 11 (Thurs) 10.00 Toddler and Baby Group resumes

Jan 11 (Thurs) 18.45 Choir rehearsals resume

Jan 14 (Sun) 10.00 Kids´Church resumes

Jan 14 (Sun) 18.00 Six O`Clock Service resumes

Jan 16 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Jerusalem, Philip Milton 

Jan 17 (Wed) 18.00 Tag des Judentums, Ruprechtskirche Service

Jan 18 – 25   Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:

Jan 25 (Thurs) 18.00 Service at the Serbische-orthodoxe Kirche   
   Neulerchenfelderstr, 47, 1160 Vienna

Jan 22 (Mon) 19.15 Adult Confirmation classes resume

Jan 23 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Gospel acc. to Mark 4, Robert Kinney

Jan 24 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting

Jan 27 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at s´Häferle

Jan 28 (Sun) 10.00 Preacher Bishop Heinz Lederleitner, Old   
   Catholic  Church

Jan 30 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: The Reformation, 

   Dr. Dorothea Haspelmath-Finatti

Feb 6 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Murder in the Cathedral, a joint reading

Feb 8 (Thurs) 19.00 Ministry Committee meeting

Feb 13 (Tues) 19.00 Shrove Tuesday Party in the Church Centre

Feb 14 (Wed) 09.30 

  19.00 

Feb 20 (Tues) 19.00 Tuesday evening Lent Group begins

Feb 21 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Feb 27 (Tues) 19.00 Lent Group 

Ash Wednesday services with the imposition 
of ashes
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   DATE  TIME   EVENT

Feb 28 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting

March 1 (Thurs) 19.00 Theology on Tap, Café Museum

March 2 (Fri) 18.30 Suriname, Women’s World Day of Prayer Service 

March 12 (Mon) 18.30 Reading Group, Anything is Possible by  
   Elizabeth Strout

March 21 (Wed) 18.30  Council meeting

March 30 (Fri) 12.30 Good Friday Ecumenical service, Christ Church

March 31 (Sat) 21.00 Confirmation at the Easter Vigil, 

   Bishop David Hamid

April 14-21  Christ Church pilgrimage to Jordan

April 25 (Wed) 19.00 Annual Church Meeting

May 11-13  Retreat at Stift Göttweig, David Pileggi, Vicar of 

   Christ Church Jerusalem

May 25 (Fri) 18.00 Lange Nacht der Kichen at Christ Church

May 28 - June 1  Diocesan Synod

Sept 8 (Sat) TBC Christ Church Family Day

Oct 11-13  Archdeacon’s visit

Nov 10 (Sat) 10.50 Vienna Remembrance Sunday service transferred

Nov 11 (Sun) 10.50 Klagenfurt Remembrance Day commemoration 

Nov 24 (Sat) 10.30 Advent Bazaar 2018

This issue of Crossways contains 
a payment slip (Erlagschein) to 

enable readers to contribute to the 
cost of printing and postage. An 
appropriate amount would be EUR 
20 per family, but any contributions 
are gratefully received and will 
relieve the strain on our Church’s 
limited budget. If EVERY reader 
contributes a small amount, we will 
be able to cover the costs.



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, jaurèsgasse 12


