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News and views from Christ Church Vienna 
the Anglican/Episcopal Church in Austria

Leap of faith: “Faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, 

the evidence of things  
not seen”

Hebrews 11:1
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The opinions expressed in this publica-
tion are those of the individual authors and 
should not necessarily be considered as car-
rying the endorsement of Christ Church, its 
officers or the Editor.

This year’s parish outing took us to Piber, spe-
cifically to a gala show featuring the Lipizzaner 
horses. It included a spectacular performance 
by stallions from the Spanish Riding School, 
who demonstrated their own “leaps of faith”.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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Postal address: Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna

Church office: Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna ] Tel. and Fax: 714 8900

www.christchurchvienna.org ] office@christchurchvienna.org

also serves Bratislava, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb

Chaplain of Christ Church Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 714 8900
718 5902

Honorary Assistant Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 0676/4869631

Licensed Reader Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb) 

Priests with permission Revd. Jan Jensen 
to officiate Revd. Clair Filbert-Ullmann 

     Revd. Christian Hofreiter   christian.hofreiter@rzim.eu

Readers with permission Ms. Laura Fairburn 
to officiate Ms. Barbara Ryder 

Church Office Wed. 13.30-17.30
Thur. 10.30-16.30

Verger Mr. Andrew Seneviratne 
Choir Director Ms. Joan Avery 

Organist Mr. Andrew Couse 

For information on services in Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb, please contact:
Klagenfurt: Ms. Helen Taupe 0650/5668278
Ljubljana: Ms. Barbara Ryder (Reader) 00386 4572 3015
Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berković 00385 98193 1774
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The deadline for submissions 
for the December 2017/January 
2018 issue of CROSSWAYS  is 12 
November. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

Every so often we sing “Time, like an ever rolling 
stream/Bears all its sons away/They fly, forgotten, as 

a dream/Dies at the opening day” but do we really mean 
them? Can we in truth say we forget those who were 
important to us during their lifetime but have been 
“borne away” by time? They live on in our hearts and 
infinitely more than a passing dream. If each one of us 
is the sum of his or her life experiences, then we are by 
extension the sum of those who travelled with us: par-
ents, grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, teachers, 
friends, neighbours, colleagues, not to mention stran-
gers with whom we rubbed shoulders along the way. 

Christ Church is similarly moulded by generations of 
parishioners whose unique contributions and gifts live 
on today. I cannot think of the annual parish outing 
(see pp12-14) without remembering Nikki who or-
ganized it year after year in addition to her numerous 
other duties at Christ Church. Remembrance Sunday 
is all the more moving with the spirit of Fred among 
us. In the far right-hand corner of the church next to 
the vestry door, I can still see, in my mind’s eye, Alan’s 
black cap with its pin bearing the Robinson clan crest: 
Virtutis Gloria Merces. I imagine that Abigail’s magical 
voice resounds in our hymn-singing while our Sun-
day services and social events are a tad less elegant 
without Faith in our midst. The memory of Maurice is 
strong among us. Death may have deprived us of their 
physical presence, but their spirit—and that of many, 
many others—is part of the fabric of Christ Church.

There are yet others we miss because they have moved 
on or away. Jady was with us a mere three years, yet 
left an indelible mark. Sally and Tania remain part of 
our community although separated from us by miles. 
Sheila breathed fresh life into our bazaar and suc-
cessive coordinators have followed her lead. We miss 
Laura’s presence in church but treasure our visits to 
her hospital room. Most recently, the retirement of the 
Revd. Aileen Hackl (see p20-21) will leave a huge gap. 
Aileen has been a cornerstone of our church and has 
touched the hearts of so many over the years. We owe 
much to many. Our lives, and that of our church are 
all the more richer for having known them. Thank you, 
God, for our time with them.
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On returning from our sum-
mer holidays, which Luci-

lle and I spent in Canada trav-
elling from Toronto to Halifax 
with our family, I was struck 
anew by the New Testament 
reading set for Tuesday Morn-
ing Prayer (Mark 3.7-19), in 
which Jesus calls the disciples. 
The sentence that stood out 
reads, “Jesus appointed twelve, 
whom he also named apostles, 
to be with him, and to be sent 

out to proclaim the message, and to 
have authority to cast out demons.” 
What struck me was the simplic-
ity of what we are called to be as 
Jesus’ disciples. One we are to be 
with Him. Two, we are sent daily to 
proclaim the message, which is the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. Three 
we are given authority to cast out 
demons. 

Some might shy away from the no-
tion of casting out demons, and 
this may need some reimagining. 
When we confront lies and uphold 
the truth we are figuratively speak-
ing “casting out demons”. But much 

more lies within this phrase over 
which we may stumble. I therefore 
ask you not to dismiss it as belong-
ing to another era, but allow it to 
speak to you today in order that 
you may make it your own in ways 
appropriate to you and your under-
standing of the “apostles’ teaching”, 
because the calling of the disciples 
is threefold. We are to be with him. 
We are to proclaim the message. 
We are to cast out demons in His 
name.

The mention of the apostles’ teach-
ing takes me to my second point. In 
the last few weeks I keep returning 
to an image of the Church of the 
Apostles that is formative and which 
we find in the Book of Acts towards 
the beginning (2.42). “They devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teach-
ing and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers.” The im-
age here is fourfold and it is one we 
are to make our own. We devote 
ourselves to the apostles’ teaching. 
We have fellowship with one an-
other. We break bread together. We 
pray, as Jesus prayed. Again what 

strikes me is the simplicity 
of what we are called to do. 
It is not a long list, but it is 
essential for our formation 
of being made new in the 
image of God.

Our faith is moulding us and 
by giving attention to the 
calling of the apostles and 
how they continued with 
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one another after the Giving of the 
Holy Spirit we come to know what 
is meant by the phrase that we find 
in one of our Collects (15th Sunday 
after Trinity). “Almighty God, whose 
only Son has opened for us a new 
and living way into your presence.” 
This insight is accompanied by a 
prayer for the gift of “pure hearts 
and steadfast wills to worship you 
in spirit and in truth. “

By the time you read this the results 
of the German national election will 
be known. In a conversation I had 
prior to the election, my interlocu-
tor, speaking about Angela Mer-
kel,  said that compared with many 
politicians her moral compass was 
still more or less intact; this is high 
praise. Be that as it may, it begs of 
us a question. Is our moral com-
pass intact? And how do we make 
sure that it remains intact? How do 
we continue to inform and refresh 
it? 

Given what I have written above I 
find the answer in staying close 
to Jesus and staying close to the 
Church he brings into being by em-
ulating the example of the apostles.
Bishop Bernhard visited the other 
day and during our conversation he 
said something to the following ef-
fect that took me up short. Speak-
ing about congregations he had 
known that had flourished, where 
people had come together ener-
gised by their walk with God and by 
each other, at some stage or other 

they fell apart. The initial enthusi-
asm wanes, people fall out with one 
another, it is too much effort and so 
on. I was reminded of the Compline 
reading. “Be sober, be vigilant; be-
cause your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: Whom resist 
steadfast in the faith. (1 Peter 5.8f) 
Bishop Bernhard’s observation is a 
timely warning for each and every 
congregation to remain faithful.

Finally, the Romans reading (14.1-
12) set for the Fifteenth Sunday 
after Trinity reminds us that what-
ever we do, we do it in honour of 
the Lord whilst giving thanks to 
God mindful of whose servant we 
are. We are to be with Jesus. We are 
to be with His Church as we devote 
ourselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. As someone 
who grew up by the sea—the Baltic 
Sea—I warm to the image of Christ 
as our pilot. I note that a children’s 
hymn ends each verse with this re-
frain.

Christ our pilot knows the sea,
Safe within His care are we;
Neither storm nor tempest can prevail,
We shall rest within the veil,
For our Pilot knows the sea

Remain here with me, watch and pray
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FACE-TO-FACE

Miranda Kopetzky has been the Christ Church Administrative Assistant for a re-
cord 16 years. In October she will finally be taking a well-deserved retirement, 
although as readers will learn from the following interview, her  involvement in 
the life of our church, and more broadly the Diocese, is if anything likely to grow.

When and why did you take on the du-
ties of Christ Church Administrator?

I came to Vienna in 1967 to learn 
German, met my Austrian husband 
(hence Kopetzky) and stayed on, 
like many of my English friends. I 
worked for the UN until my son was 
born in 1982. My daughter followed 
two years later and I enjoyed many 
years as a stay-at-home mum. In 
2001, the post of Office Adminis-
trator became vacant and since my 
children were at school and out of 
the house most of the day, I wel-

comed the opportunity to go back 
to work on a part-time basis. I 
took over from Abigail Zafiropulo, 
who needed more time to pursue 
her musical studies. Sadly, Abigail 
passed away on 11 April 2014 [see 
Crossways No. 78]. 

I had first come to Christ Church in 
1988 when my children were 4 and 
6 and I decided I wanted them to be 
baptised in the Church of England 
(their father was a non-practising 
Roman Catholic). I had grown up 
in England in an Anglican family 
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FACE-TO-FACE

of church-goers, but like so many 
others, had drifted away from the 
church in my late teens. I was anx-
ious to return and my children’s 
baptism was the beginning of a long 
commitment to Christ Church and 
its wider community.

In what way were you involved in the 
life of our church before assuming your 
duties as Admin Assistant?

When my children were small, I en-
rolled them in the Sunday School—
and innocently offered to help if I 
was needed. I ended up teaching 
at Sunday School for 20 years! I 
also worked in the Church Shop 
on Tuesday mornings and until a 
few years ago ran the clothes’ stall 
at the bazaar, together with Ann 
Wanzenböck. 

What are the duties of an Office 
Administrator?

Basically, to help the Chaplain in all 
administrative matters and ensure 
the smooth running of the church 
office. This includes helping in the 
preparation and photocopying of 
the wrap and service sheet, main-
tain an accurate mailing list, coor-
dinating the Christ Church calen-
dar and diary and maintaining the 
church registers of baptisms, con-
firmation, and first communion. I 
administer bookings of the church 
centre and church building and 
prepare address labels and send 
out Crossways. Since the Revd. 

Canon Patrick Curran likes to take 
care of his own email etc., there is 
less secretarial work than would be 
the case with a less computer liter-
ate chaplain. 

This job description is, of course, 
not comprehensive, and I was 
happy to help out in different ways 
whenever the need arose. During 
the time that Patrick served simul-
taneously as Archdeacon of the 
Eastern Archdeaconry, the work-
load was rather challenging, but 
things have settled down now. 

What sort of person could you see as 
your replacement?

Someone with time to spare 12 
hours a week who is trustworthy, 
reliable and methodical. Tact and 
discretion are, of course, of para-
mount importance, since the per-
son may have to deal with sensitive 
information. Ideally, they should 
be part of, or at least very familiar 
with, our church community and 
it goes without saying that they 
should have a strong Christian faith. 
I have spread my 12 hours over 
Wednesday and Thursday, which 
works well in terms of preparations 
for the Sunday services. Much of 
the time is spent working alongside 
the Chaplain, but we have frequent 
visitors and it’s by no means a soli-
tary job! 

I believe that a newly retired person, 
or someone who finds themselves 

ß
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with time on their hands could find 
the job a good fit. Although it is 
part-time, it is a regular job, which 
calls for a commitment in terms of 
time and involvement. It’s impor-
tant that my successor speak Ger-
man (and can conduct telephone 
conversations in German) and have 
basic computer skills. Flexibility is 
a must and I’d say that to do the 
job well you need to be a “people” 
person. 

After work in a large international or-
ganization and a long stint as a mother 
and home-maker, did you find your job 
as Office Administrator rewarding?

Personally, it brings me a lot of job 
satisfaction when I see that eve-
rything is in place for the Sunday 
services. I also find it rewarding to 
be working together with a range of 
volunteers from our community in 
different aspects of church life. 

Of course, it is very different to 
work in the UN. When I was work-
ing back in the early 1980s, we 
used electric typewriters and there 
was no email or even word proces-
sors. I had not developed much in 
the way of computer skills when I 
started in the church office, but Pat-
rick was very patient with me and 
by and by I acquired the necessary 
skills. 

After your “retirement”, how will 
you continue to be involved in Christ 
Church?

In many ways! I am a member of 
the Church Council and serve as 
Lay Representative on both the Di-
ocesan and Archdeaconry Synods. 
In fact, I am also Archdeaconry 
Treasurer and am presently helping 
Archdeacon Colin Williams organ-
ize the upcoming Synod in Crete. I 
will of course continue as a regular 
member of the congregation.
 
Any other plans for the immediate fu-
ture?

My work on the Synods has become 
increasingly time-consuming and 
this will be more manageable once I 
no longer have to cover the office as 
well. I’m sure these duties as well 
as my commitments as a member 
of the Council will take care of a lot 
of my time! I will certainly take time 
to visit art exhibitions and attend 
concerts, dedicate more time to my 
garden and enjoy longer and more 
frequent walks with my daughter’s 
dog.

As Editor of Crossways, I would 
like to thank Miranda for her valua-
ble support over the past 11 years as 
part of our small team. In addition 
to addressing and mailing the mag-
azine and ensuring the accuracy of 
the calendar etc., she proved herself 
a skillful proofreader—not in her job 
description!—and also helped out in 
numerous other ways. For more de-
tails about her work, see issue no. 
14 (May  2007).  

ß
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On 2 November, we celebrate Prayers for the Departed at Christ Church 
starting at 18.15. This is a quiet, dignified service where we focus our 

thoughts and prayers on those who have played an important role in our lives 
and are no longer with us. We light candles as names are read out. Over the 
years, Christ Church has lost many friends who helped make our community 
what it is today and All Souls’ Day is an occasion to reflect on their memory 
and their special contributions to our church, whether as churchwardens, 
readers, group leaders, choir members, valued members of the congregation 
or supporters of Christ Church in other ways. They remain part of the Christ 
Church family and are mourned as family members. The following list, which 
covers the past ten years, cannot be inclusive and it could well be that I have 
omitted names that should by rights be on the list. For this I apologise in 
advance.         The Editor

Abigail Stancik-Zafiropulo

Alan Patzak

Alec Hadfield

Aziz Rizk

Barbara Lehmann

Charlotte Szapary

Christopher Norton-Welsh

Edith Harrison

Eugene Hartzell

Eva Ebner

Faith Schultze

Fred Gruber

Fred Smith

Geoffrey Rowell 

Gordon Murray

Graham Scott

Helen Steiner

James Smith Rooke

June Schmiderer

Karl Schneller

Leslie Crook

Margarete Smith

Mariedl Page 

Maurice Pezet

Monika de Brouwer

Nikki Hertford-Scheiber

Norma Oriovits

Ona Benge

Raymond Reading

Rosemary Moravec

Rudolf Halama

Stefan Tschirk

Toby Fischer

We Remember Them
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Parish Outing

This year’s parish outing took us 
over 300 kilometres outside Vi-

enna, to Piber in Steiermark. The 
punctuality of all participants ena-
bled us to make an early start on 
our long bus-ride. We were a mixed 
group of ages but the obligatory 
quiz—how could I disappoint any-
one!—had something for everyone. 
On the theme of “horses”, it called 
on both artistic and musical skills in 
addition to general and specialised 
knowledge, and we were treated to 
several songs in a range of languag-
es, that purported to be about, or 
include a reference to, horses.  Why 
horses? Our destination and high-
light of the day was attendance at 
the autumn parade of the Lippizaner 
stables in Piber. Despite being the 
compiler of the quiz, I was still able 
to learn a few things: horse in the 
Namibian language spoken by Loide 
(Kuanyama) is onghambe, while in 
Tswana it is pitsi.

Arriving at Piber late morning, we 
had a guided tour of the stables in 
English and had a chance to admire 
both mares and foals as well as re-
tired performers and breeding mares 
(see photos on previous page #1, 2, 
3). Munching our packed or pur-
chased lunches, we then took our 
seats in the crowded viewing area 
and settled down to watch what 
proved to be a spectacularly varied 
performance (#4). The seating area 
was covered and the horses them-
selves seemed impervious to the 
drizzle and somewhat unseasonably 
cool weather. Highlights included 

three stallions from the Spanish Rid-
ing School in Vienna who had been 
transported to Piber for the occa-
sion, and who treated us to a top-
class performance of dancing steps, 
leaps and special strides (photos 5, 
6, 7, 8). In addition, we saw carriage 
horses in perfect synchronisation (# 
9) and young mares and their foals 
frolicking in the large arena for both 
our and their own delight (#10). We 
also had a chance to admire the 
“oldies”, some of whom were deter-
mined to show off once more their 
well-practised skills. The lengthy 
performance was a wonderful blend 
of structured and spontaneous dis-
plays and we were enthralled. 

Back in the bus, Patrick led us in 
evening prayer as we made our 
way to the home of Emanual and 
Anna Schmelzer-Ziringer. All but the 
newest members of the congregation 
will remember Emanuel as one of 
Christ Church’s most highly skilled 
organists. Emanuel, Anna and 
their sons Simon and baby Michael 
welcomed us at their home where 
they had set up a dining room for 46 
people before serving us a delicious 
meal of beef or bean stew (#11,12). 
The wine (and other drinks) flowed 
and we could have comfortably 
stayed for hours. Unfortunately the 
commercial driving laws in force in 
Austria meant that we had to return 
to Vienna promptly after our dinner.

It was a long day that brought new 
experiences, new friendships and—
judging by the smiles—fun for all.by
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Mark your calendars! An inten-
sive Pastoral Care course will 

be held Saturday, November 4th 
from 9.00 to 16.00 in the Church 
Centre. All materials and lunch will 
be provided for participants. 

Last year, Christ Church launched 
Pastoral Care UK, a six session 
course that encourages individuals 
to expand their understanding of 
pastoral care in a small group set-
ting and to consider how it might be 
offered in their everyday encoun-
ters. Since then, many parishioners 
have participated in the 6 week long 
course, offered at different dates in 
2016 and 2017. 

We know you are busy, and that 
for many of you, committing to 
six weekly sessions is a challenge. 

Here’s your chance! We believe the 
vision of Pastoral Care UK:  “to see 
God’s love, expressed in quality 
relationships and through pasto-
ral care, restoring individual lives, 
building healing communities and 
growing disciples of Jesus” is an im-
portant vision for Christ Church as 
well. The course offered on Novem-
ber 4th will be intensive, informa-
tive, and rewarding. During the 
course we will reflect and learn to-
gether how to engage in caring for 
our family, friends, strangers, and 
enemies in numerous relevant real-
life situations. Through the study 
of scripture, discussion, sharing, 
and reflection, this course will bet-
ter equip you to respond pastorally, 
to recognize your limitations and 
strengths, and to grow in a ministry 
of care for those in your life.

Kids’ Church kicked off again on 
Sunday, 10 September. As usual, 

we are in the Church Centre from 
9.45 to welcome children. This term 
we will be looking at stories from 
Genesis. As Maria says in The Sound 
of Music “Let’s start at the very begin-
ning, a very good place to start!”

Some dates for the future: 
Sunday, 1 October will be Harvest 
Thanksgiving. This is a Family Ser-
vice and everyone is encouraged to 

bring donations for the soup kitchen 
run by the Sisters of Charity.

Sunday, 17 December will be the 
Nativity Service. Melinda May will be 
directing this year. Practices start at 
the end of November.
 
We hope everything is going well at 
the start of the school/kindergarten 
year. We look forward to working 
together with you as your children 
learn about God and his care for us.

News from Kids’ Church

Exploring Pastoral Care
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During the months of May and 
June I was granted a two-month 

sabbatical supported by the Christ 
Church Council and our bishops. A 
sabbatical is a time to come away for 
a while for study, prayer, self-reflec-
tion and refreshment. It was my sec-
ond sabbatical in 33 years, having 
been ordained a deacon in 1984 and 
a year later priest in Exeter cathe-
dral. The focus of my first sabbatical 
was the monastic tradition, which 
had me spending week-long retreats 
at the monasteries of Melk (Lower 
Austria, Roman Catholic), Mardin 
(Turkey, Syriac Orthodox) and Mount 
Athos (Greece, Orthodox). This 
year’s sabbatical consisted of four 
components allowing me to accom-
plish a few long-term ambitions: (1) 
A visit to Israel to walk in the foot-
steps of Jesus, (2) to “write an icon”, 
(3) to train as a short term election 
observer and (4) to spend time with 
my 97 year old mother (Rosi), who 
lives in Germany.

I spent the first week of the sabbati-
cal visiting my mother in Hamburg,  
returning to Vienna to fly to Tel Aviv 
on my way to Nazareth to join up 
with others who, like me, had signed 
up to walk from Nazareth to Caper-
naum “In the footsteps of Jesus”. I 
spent three days in Tel Aviv where 
I met up with a friend of Jan Hiller-
mann’s who showed me around Jop-
pa (now part of Tel Aviv), introduced 
me to the work of the artist Ilana 
Goor and took me out for a meal by 
the sea. It was Jan’s friend who rec-
ommended I read My Promised Land 

by the journalist Ari Shavit, which I 
recommend to anyone who wants to 
gain a better understanding of Israel.

The five day walk was, without 
doubt, a highlight of my sabbatical. 
My purpose was to get to know the 
landscape of Jesus’s Galilean min-
istry, which serves as a backdrop 
to a good number of the parables 
or word pictures like “The harvest 
is plentiful, but the labourers are 
few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out labourers into 
his harvest.” (Matthew 9.38) Again 
and again I was struck by the flora 
as we made our way to Capernaum 
via Sepphoris, Cana, a Roman Road, 
Kibbutz Lavi, the Horns of Hattin, 
Mount Arbel, Wadi Hamam and Tab-
gha.  It was already very hot in May 
and the up and down walking a chal-
lenge. There was one scary moment 
when a member of our party lost his 
footing and started to slide down the 
slope of Mount Arbel that overlooks 
the Sea of Galilee. Fortunately he 
was able to hold onto some shrubs 
before going over the cliff edge. Our 
guide was able to pull him back to 
safety. Being with people was a very 
important aspect of this second sab-
batical. I learnt from my first sab-
batical that the solitude I had sought 
then wasn’t really my thing. I was 
grateful for my fellow pilgrims and 
their companionship. 

A special moment for me was stay-
ing at the hotel on the Mount of the 
Beatitudes after the pilgrimage and 
watching the sunrise over the Sea of 

To Gehenna and Back
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Galilee reminding me of our Christ 
Church pilgrimage to Israel in 2012.  
From Galilee I made my way to Jeru-
salem where I was the guest of the 
Chaplain of Christ Church Jerusalem 
and his wife, the Revd David and 
Carol Pileggi. The most welcoming 
and gracious hosts you can imagine. 
The chaplain’s housing is the pur-
pose-built 19th century residence for 
the British Consul in Jerusalem, who 
was able to persuade the authori-
ties at the time of the necessity of a 
chapel. The chapel is larger than our 
church and made of lovely stone like 
the consul’s house. 

My purpose was to get to know Je-
rusalem well. I spent each day ex-
ploring a different part of the city. I 
even walked from the Potter’s Field 
via Gehenna (uniformly rendered 
"hell” in many Bible translations) 
to the Mount of Olives. There I vis-

ited the Russian Orthodox church of 
Mary Magdalene. On my way back 
into the city via the Lion’s Gate or 
St Stephen’s gate I was met by an 
stream of Muslims coming from the 
Temple Mount after saying their Fri-
day prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque.

On the day President Trump visited 
the Western Wall in Jerusalem, I es-
caped to the oasis of En-gedi, situ-
ated alongside the Red Sea. Having 
passed road signs to the oasis on 
three previous occasions, I was ful-
filling a long held ambition. En-gedi 
is mentioned in the Song of Songs: 
“My beloved is to me a cluster of 
henna blossoms in the vineyards of 
En-gedi.” (1.14) It is also the place 
where David had an opportunity to 
kill Saul, but chose to cut only a piece 
of the king’s garment to show that he 
could have killed the Lord’s anointed. 

I was really looking forward to this 
outing having been afforded the loan 
of the Pileggis’ car for the day. The 
En-gedi oasis is situated in a ravine 
with waterfalls and pools. The bib-
lical site was overrun with tourists 
and young Jews in their late teens 
and early twenties sponsored by 

ß
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the organisation Birthright Israel. 
A wonderful scheme that allows 
young Jews to learn about their his-
tory and culture by visiting Israel for 
three months. People were stripping 
off and running in their trunks and 
bathing suits into the first pools, but 
the further I walked into and up the 
ravine the numbers of people milling 
about diminished. Finally there were 
very few people around and I could 
take in the beauty of the oasis and 
the austerity of the surrounding de-
sert while looking over the Dead Sea 
to Jordan—a dream come true.

After Jerusalem I returned to Vienna 
for a few days before travelling to 
Hamburg to spend more time with 
my mother—always a treat. Al-
though she is ancient of days, we are 
still able to enjoy one another’s com-
pany. She is a gracious and generous 
hostess. Because I had more time 
than usual, we went on walks in-
stead of taking a taxi to our favourite 
restaurants. All are at a push (literal-
ly) in walking distance of her apart-
ment in the “Schanzenviertel”. One 
day I wheeled my mother to the Hel-
goländer Fischstuben returning via 
the infamous district of Sankt Pauli. 

From Hamburg I made my way to the 
Benedictine monastery of Nütschau 
north of Hamburg, where I spent a 
week-long silent retreat last year.  All 
the offices (church services) are open 
to the public and I join in as fully as 
possible. I like to think that I have be-
come quite accomplished at singing 
Georgian chant! 

My reason for visiting the monastery 
was to paint an icon, having signed 
up for a course led by Brother Ansgar 
(iconographers speak of “writing” an 
icon). My motives were the best. I 
wanted to enter into the spiritual-
ity of icon writing. I soon discovered 
that the process is demanding and 
much more intricate than I had im-
agined. The other participants—we 
were ten—were either accomplished 
amateur artists or had attended a 
number of icon writing courses al-
ready. I was challenged. Fortunate-
ly Brother Ansgar was both a good 
teacher and a great help. 

The icon I wrote I am glad to say 
actually looks like an icon! It has a 
fine face and this is due largely to 
Brother Ansgar lending a helping 
hand. The icon represents the Easter 
Angel at the grave (der Osterengel 
am Grab). “He is not here; for he 
has been raised, as he said. Come, 

ß
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see the place where he lay.” (Mat-
thew 28:6) This was an appropriate 
subject matter not only because this 
year’s Easter Gospel was from St 
Matthew’s gospel, but also because 
my faith has an Orthodox slant as 
it seeks to emphasize the resurrec-
tion and the new life it brings as ex-
pressed in one of our collects. “You 
have opened up to us a new and liv-
ing way into your presence.” Return-
ing from Nütschau, I again spent a 
few days with my mother before re-
turning to Vienna.

During the final fortnight of my sab-
batical I focused on reading and on 
an online course for training as an 
election observer courtesy of the 
OSCE’s Office for Democratic Insti-
tutions and Human Rights. Partici-
pating in my first online course was 
a challenge and I learnt a great deal 
about the responsibilities of a short-
term election observer as opposed to 
a long-term one. I was glad to have 
done the course. What next? I must 
now attend a course and register as 

a volunteer for short-term missions. 
I hope to be able to register in the 
coming year or so.

There were many other benefits that 
arose out of the sabbatical. Here I 
would like to mention the Sunday 
services I attended in both Hamburg 
and Vienna. In Hamburg I attended 
two Kantatengottesdienste, one by 
Telemann and the other by Bach. 
In Vienna I attended two orches-
tral masses, one by Haydn and the 
other by Zoltán Kodály. I also sorted 
through my CDs and made what my 
sister-in-law dubbed Saskatchewan 
muesli again after many years.

In ending, I want to thank all those 
who supported me through prayer, 
those who were concerned for my 
well-being and those who financially 
underpinned the sabbatical. It was 
good to get away for a while and dip 
my toe into the richness of what life 
offers. I was and am blessed. What-
ever you do, do it to honour God and 
be thankful. I am.

From the Church Registers

Ben Alexander Meleady, on 21 May 2017

Isabela Jane Forster, on 9 July 2017

Funeral of Herbert Moravec on 13 June, at Krems 
Cemetery
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Thank you, Aileen!

The Revd. Alieen Hackl has played a valuable role in the life of 
Christ Church for over four decades, blessing countless brides 

and grooms, baptising generations of infants and children, lead-
ing Lent groups and Animal Blessing Services, serving as Christ 
Church’s ecumenical link to other churches in Vienna and inspiring 
us with countless sermons that never failed to touch our hearts. As a 
licensed priest, she led more services than doubtless she can recall, 
stepping in for the Chaplain when he was out of Vienna. Deteriorat-
ing eyesight has forced her to step back from many of her former 
duties, but although her presence at Christ Church will be reduced, 
she promises to keep in close touch. It is impossible to thank her 
adequately for her spiritual guidance, comfort, wisdom and com-
passion over the years. We will keep her in our prayers and wish 
her good health and good fortune in her well deserved retirement.    
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All Saints Day All Souls Day

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Prayers for the
 Departed
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group
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10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice
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18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

St. Andrew the
Apostle



All Saints’ Day (1 November) is a holiday in Austria and we have the privilege 
of keeping it at Christ Church with a sung celebration of the Holy Eucharist at 
10.00. O Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fel-
lowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant us grace so to follow 
thy blessed Saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those un-
speakable joys, which thou hast prepared for them that unfeignedly love thee; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

As every year at Christ Church, we will be saying Prayers for the Departed on
All Souls’ Day, 2 November, at an evening service beginning at 18.15. Please 
write the names of family members, friends, colleagues or others known to you 
and for whom you wish to pray on the list at the back of the church or contact 
the Church Office.

Remembrance service: 
Vienna: The annual Remembrance Sunday service will be held on 12 Novem-
ber (the closest Sunday to Remembrance Day on 11 November.) There will be 
a said service of Holy Communion at 10.00. The Remembrance Sunday Service 
begins at 10.50. Space is limited.

Klagenfurt: Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery. A Service of Remembrance 
will be held at the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in Klagenfurt (Lil-
ientahlstr.) on Saturday, 11 November starting at 10.50. All in attendance are 
invited to a reception afterwards. 

Church Notices
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Is Humanity Making Progress? Advances in science, technology and the arts, as 
well as increased production of goods and services suggest that human society 
is evolving in a productive way. Much of the rhetoric surrounding globalization 
seems to indicate things are, or should be, getting better. However, increasing 
distrust towards once cherished institutions is on the rise. 

Social divisions, economic disparity, environmental degradation—within de-
veloped and underdeveloped societies—and continuing conflict in the form of 
terrorism and war are realities. These pose significant challenges to the notion 
we are making progress. Or are these just growing pains of a humanity which 
is flourishing? Join a few local clergy for an open conversation on the complex 
question of human progress and related topics. Grab a drink. Ask your ques-
tions. Watch the clergy sweat. Date and venue to be announced shortly. Please 
consult the wrap for these details.
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Members of the Six O’clock service have organized a weekend away at the Ben-
edictine monastery of Göttweig from 6-8 October. It will be open to members 
of the whole church. It will be a time of relaxation, prayer, worship, learning, 
walking and fun. The theme of the weekend is discipleship—an invitation to 
explore and deepen your faith with fellow Christians. The cost of EURO 120, 
includes all meals. If you are interested, please contact the Chaplain, Derek or 
Janet Lacey. There are still a few places.

The theme of the Animal Blessing Service 2017 is “He who breathes through all 
creation.” That quote is taken from the well known hymn God is Love (No. 644) 
by Timothy Rees. The first verse talks about creation that sings God’s praise. 
We can recognize God’s love in all his creation. This year we will hear a Bible 
story of an animal who warned his owner of a great danger and helped him 
to discover the will of God. You are warmly invited to join the Animal Blessing 
service at 17.00 on 14 October, together with your cats, dogs, and other pets. 
Let us give thanks for our pets who are among our closest friends and com-
panions. Everyone is welcome, with or without pets. For any questions, contact 
Frank Sauer, frankgcsauerma@gmx.net.

The African Community at Christ Church and friends will once again be host-
ing the traditional African Fest on Saturday, 14 October, beginning at 17.00 
(doors open at 16.00). As in the past, the venue is the hall of the “Black Box” 
church on the Donau City Straße 2 (U1, Kaisermühlen/Vienna International 
Centre). Music will be provided by DJ Baba Ewe, there will be plenty of African 
specialities to eat and drink, as well as a tombola and other entertainment. 
All proceeds from the Africa Fest will be handed over to Christ Church for its 
charity projects, so donations will be very welcome. This is a wonderful event 
for the entire family and fun for all ages. Newcomers to Christ Church should 
not miss this Fest which has always been a highlight of our social calendar and 
provides an opportunity for those who have never been to Africa to experience 
what African merry-making is all about! 

An intensive Pastoral Care course will be held Saturday, November 4th from 
9.00 to 16.00 in the Church Centre. All materials and lunch will be provided 
for participants. For further details, please see p29. Course size is limited to 
15 participants. Please contact the Church office, Rev. Mike Waltner or Lynn 
Finnegan if you would like to sign up.
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As he picked up the unripened 
fig from the ground Professor 

Kiehn showed us the small hole 
through which a wasp would nor-
mally enter to pollinate the fig. This 
was our second guided tour of the 
Botanic Gardens by the Director 
himself, and as we gathered at the 
entrance we were glad of the shade 
afforded by the wild fig tree and the 
wall which protects it. It was high 
summer rather than early autumn 
and there were different stories to 
hear over the next two hours. 

The oldest story was nothing to do 
with the plants though, and went 
back 2000 years to when this area 
was inhabited by the Romans – the 
greenhouses of today stand on the 
grounds of their brick factory. More 
recent traces of history have been 
old and rotting metal rings from 
wine barrels, used to create the 
shape of the original round flower 
beds! 

One of the most spectacular leaves 
in the Garden has to be that of the 
lotus plant. The wax on their sur-
face makes them matt rather than 
shiny, and dust particles adhere 
to water on the leaf rather than 
the leaf surface itself. This creates 
a self-cleaning mechanism which 
advantages the lotus plant as bet-
ter photosynthesis is achieved with 
leaves that are free from dust and 
impurities – Natural Selection at 
work! But the story continues as 
this principle, known as the ‘lotus 
effect’, has been developed and 
applied to a whole range of man-
made products. 

Sometimes the stories take an un-
expected turn, driven by the plants 
themselves. The Tree of the Alumni 
of the University of Vienna, of the 
citrus family, was one of many 
seedlings brought from the Far 
East. They were all said not to be 
hardy but once planted out they 
continued to grow and after no less 
than two transplantations this rath-
er special tree seems to be thriving! 

There are altogether 863 trees and 
larger shrubs in the Botanic Garden 
and they all have to be tested for 
safety every year. A wood cancer 
in one of the poplars – a soft wood 
tree - has rendered the wood harder 
and stronger and thus saved it from 
the saw of the tree surgeon. Old, 
seemingly dead trees are impor-
tant for wildlife. All plants shelter 
life and this is weighed against any 
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reason to either remove, cut down 
or pull up. Even the ‘weeds’ that 
proliferate between the gravel of the 
paths hold everything together and 
harbour a mass of insect life. 

A diversity of plants means a diver-
sity of animal life. The rare Segel-
falter butterfly is a regular visitor to 
the Garden, which is also home to 
4 or 5 different species of bat and 
an astounding (to me!) 130 species 
of wild bees—roughly a quarter of 
all found in Austria. The ‘meadow 
areas’ are hand-scythed only once 
a year—the Garden actually runs 
courses on hand-scything which 
seems a rather wonderful thing in 
today’s mechanized age. 

At the top end of the Botanic Gar-
den both soil and plants from the 
dry limestone areas of Austria have 
been brought in and successfully 
cultivated, enabling both propaga-
tion and research—valuable con-
servation for these under-appreci-
ated ‘wasteland’ areas. Plants that 
grow on sand dunes, for example, 
are among the rarest of all. And 
in this part of the Garden we saw 
another return to older ways as we 
contemplated ‘the smallest vine-
yard in Vienna’, grown from seeds 
from the Bisamberg, and without 
the use of pesticides, thus allowing 
natural undergrowth to flourish. 

The Botanic Garden then is a place 
of conservation, research and inno-
vation—but it also aims to stimu-

late curiosity, to get people to ask 
the questions themselves. The last 
stop on our tour was the ‘Big Picnic’ 
– an interactive EU-funded project 
about how our food is produced 
and how to secure it for the future. 

Over the welcome refreshments 
provided by Rose Samuel we 
thanked Professor Kiehn for once 
again bringing such a special place 
to life for a group of us from Christ 
Church. Our thanks also go to Rose 
for making the arrangements for 
our visit. 
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Members of the congregation 
attending the annual church 

BBQ at the beginning of September 
might have noticed a new face in 
our midst: Christ Church’s very first 
intern! The Church of England’s 
ministry experience scheme “offers 
year-long placements in churches 
around the country for young adults 
(under 30). The scheme provides a 
means of testing God’s calling ...” 

The Holy Trinity church in Brus-
sels—where he lives with his par-
ents and brother and sister—hosted 
its own intern, spurring Philip on 
to apply himself for an internship. 
After a successful interview in Lon-
don with a panel headed by the Di-
ocesan Director of Ordinands, the 
Revd William Gulliford, it was de-
cided that the offer of Christ Church 
Vienna to host an intern would be 

ideal for Philip. Since he had grown 
up in a French-speaking country, 
an effort was made to find a coun-
try with a third language. He visited 
Christ Church in June where he was 
warmly welcomed.

Born in London, Philip moved to 
Brussels as a child when his fa-
ther took up a position in the Eu-
ropean Council. His parents are 
Anglicans—he maintains that his 
mother insisted on Sunday morning 
church to get out of cooking Sunday 
lunch—and the family were active 
members of Holy Trinity Brussels. 
Philip attended a British primary 
school and a European secondary 
school before moving back to Eng-
land to read Classics at Oxford. He 
switched a year later to Philoso-
phy, Politics and Economics (with 
an emphasis on the first two) and 
after graduation, joined the Com-
munity of St. Anselm. He had first 
read about the scheme on the front 
page of the Financial Times, in an ar-
ticle intriguingly titled “Gap year for 
bankers”. 

The community had been set up by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury who 
wanted to put the extensive facili-
ties of Lambeth Palace to good use.  
The community attracts young men 
and women between the age of 20 
and 35 to a semi-monastic life of 
prayer and service to the poor. Res-
idential members of the Community 
of St. Anselm live in the converted 
stables on the grounds of Lambeth 

Meet our Intern
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Palace. Philip’s group was mixed 
denominationally, with Methodists, 
Roman Catholics and Pentacostals 
making up half of Philip’s year. It 
was overseen by members of the 
Chemin Neuf Community—a Ro-
man Catholic foundation with an 
ecumenical vocation, founded in 
France. There was an hour of silent 
prayer every morning and evening 
as well as lectures about different 
aspects of theology. Whenever the 
Archbishop is in London, he makes 
a point of joining the community for 
morning prayer and he maintains a 
sense of ownership and commit-
ment to the scheme. 

At the end of the ten-month pro-
gramme, Philip was no closer to de-
termining his future path in life and 
decided to spend a month on a silent 
Jesuit retreat, under the guidance of 
a spiritual director. It was not an 
ideal fit for him, and he returned to 
Brussels before the final week. He 
once again became closely involved 
in the life of Holy Trinity, serving, 
inter alia, on the retreat committee, 
leading a Bible study group, helping 
in a soup kitchen and preparing the 
intercessions. 

His vision of his future was beginning 
to take shape when he read about 
the Church of England’s internship 
scheme. Although he welcomed 
structure in his life, he did not want 
to return to a monastic environment 
but rather gain hands-on experi-
ence of life in an Anglican parish.

While both Holy Trinity Brussels 
and Christ Church Vienna serve an 
international Anglican community, 
Philip has found Christ Church to be 
more of a social hub, with a possi-
bily greater mix of nationalities and 
religious background. While our 
congregation includes many Aus-
trians, Holy Trinity counts very few 
Belgians among its community. In 
the short time that he has been with 
us, he has taken part in a number of 
social activities and will be leading 
a Soundings group in October.

Philip is looking forward to dis-
covering Vienna, in particular its 
museums and the music scene. He 
enjoys walking and reading and 
listening to classical, in particular 
choral, music. We in turn look for-
ward to getting to know him better 
and learning from his experienc-
es at St. Anselm’s. I am sure that 
members of the Christ Church com-
munity will do their best to ensure 
that Philip has a truly memorable 
experience among us. A dinner in-
vitation would be a good way to get 
to know him ... 
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Mould and Birthday Cake

Before we set out on our nature 
walk on 22 July, Dr. Claus Vogl, 

Christ Church’s eminent biologist, 
had a surprising request: he dis-
tributed music sheets and asked us 
to sing Tom Brown’s Body, which, he 
explained, contained a clue to the 
topic of this year’s walk. We soon 
caught on and the theme of the 
walk (mould) although not initially 
particularly attractive, provided the 
framework for a fascinating and 
highly informative walk and talk. 

We were a large group of young-
sters, the young at heart and the 
still young at heart and Claus 
pitched his talk to appeal to all 
age groups and levels of botanical 
knowledge. It was heartening that 
our core group was joined by a 
number of newcomers to the nature 
walk and we look forward to seeing 
them again next year.

The walk took place in the Lobau 
National Park on a hot Saturday af-
ternoon and we met at the Castelino 
residence before marching down to 
the road to the park. Claus had re-
searched the walk in advance, and 
unhesitatingly pointed out to us 
interesting specimens on the way. 
We had much to learn and on our 
next walk in the woods, whether 
the Lobau or elsewhere, we will be 
armed with knowledge to make the 
experience even more interesting. 
We had a multitude of questions to 
which Claus provided informative 
and patient answers! 

Returning home af-
ter the walk, we had 
a special celebra-
tion: Belinda Leslie 
had chosen to spend 
her 50th birthday with 
her Christ Church family, 
as well as her own family (see 
photo left). Belinda is a very active 
member of our church community 
who contributes to our church life 
in countless ways yet tends to keep 
a low key. Today was an opportu-
nity for Belinda to be centre stage 
as we celebrated a very special 
birthday for a very special person”. 
In addition to Happy Birthday, we 
sang a number of songs ably led by 
Claus on the accordion, including 
Walzing Mathilda in honour of our 
Australian birthday girl.
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The threat of rain meant we had to host the 
Church BBQ on 3 September indoors, although 

the sun chose to shine precisely at the moment when 
everyone had filled their plates and could take a seat 
in the garden. After the main course, we divided into 
seven teams, which drew twelve random words from 
a box—all taken from the Bible—incorporated them 
into a story/song/sketch and proceeded to dazzle us 
with their creativity and dramatic skills. All partici-
pants richly deserved their prize of a Dunkin Donut! 
The good mix of ages resulted in joyous camarade-
rie as people bustled to assemble their own hotdogs 
and salads. With some 63 guests, space was a little 
tight, but judging by the happy faces, a good time 
seems to have been had by all!    

CHRIST CHURCH BBQ
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Dates for your Diary

   DATE  TIME   EVENT

Oct 1 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving Family Eucharist

  18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct 4 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting

Oct 5 (Thurs) 18.45 Reading Group: The noise of time by Julian Barnes

Oct 6-8   Weekend at Göttweig

Oct 10 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Living in community – Philip Milton

Oct 12 (Thurs) 19.00 Theology on Tap

Oct 14 (Sat)  09.00 Men’s breakfast

  17.00 Animal Blessing Service, Frank Sauer

  18.00 African Fest – details to be announced

Oct 15 (Sun) 10.00 Admission to Holy Communion

Oct 18 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Nov 1 (Weds) 10.00 All Saints’ Day Sung Eucharist

Nov 2 (Thurs) 18.15 Prayers for the Departed

Nov 4 (Sat) All day Pastoral care course

Nov 8 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting

Nov 12 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service

Nov 15 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Nov 18 (Sat)  CC team at ‘s Häferl

Dec 3 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Dec 6 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Dec 9 (Sat) 10.30 Christ Church Advent Bazaar

Dec 13 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there. I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry;
I am not there. I did not die.

Mary Elizabeth Frye




