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The opinions expressed in this publica-
tion are those of the individual authors and 
should not necessarily be considered as car-
rying the endorsement of Christ Church, its 
officers or the Editor.

This issue features a number of articles on 
stewardship written by several members of 
the congregation, seen from their different 
perspectives. Stewardship will be the theme 
at Christ Church for the next few weeks.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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The deadline for submissions for the 
April/May 2017 issue of CROSSWAYS

is 12 March. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

Since this is the February-March issue and the first 
of 2017, I suppose I should be writing about fresh 

beginnings, the anticipation of snowdrops peeping 
through the pristine snow, the wintry sun and crisp 
morning air holding a promise of early spring. Person-
ally, I am still reeling from the dual shock of Brexit and 
the result of the US presidential election, despite my 
deeprooted respect for the democratic process. In both 
cases the aftershocks—the full implications of the ca-
tastrophes on two sides of the Atlantic—have caused 
a tidal wave of human outrage that is being covered 
extensively in just about any newspaper in the world, 
regardless of political orientation. Both countries are in 
a downward spiral to the Dark Ages while their popu-
lations seem powerless to stop them, although (praise 
the Lord!) their respective judiciaries are trying their 
best to rain on the parade. I always thought it some-
what optimistic to pray in church for “wisdom for our 
leaders”. God, like his loyal subject Queen Elizabeth II, 
obviously maintains a “hands off” policy, shrugging his 
long-suffering shoulders at humankind’s singular lack 
of judgement in the choice of its representatives. When 
my father reached his nineties, he stopped watching 
the news on TV. “I’ve seen it all before”, he would say. 
I’m starting to think he was right.

Life is, however, not all doom and gloom if one ig-
nores the framework and concentrates on the de-
tail. In fact, the little picture can be most attractive. 
In Austria, many are enjoying skiing or skating on the 
Alte Donau. Fasching provides a great occasion to let 
one’s hair down, not to mention the doughnuts. And 
at Christ Church there is, as always, much to look 
forward to. The Lent groups offer a time of reflection 
before Easter, where we can rise above the man- or 
woman-made disasters of 2016-17 and focus on the 
essentials of Christian life (Tuesday group) or receiving 
Christ (Thursday groups). Both topics are pertinent to 
the stewardship theme. Turning our thoughts to what 
we can do for others not only has the potential to help 
those who need our help, but can give new meaning 
to our own lives. It can also enable us to forget, for 
just a moment, the tragic state of our planet, both in 
war-torn parts of the world and in the self-proclaimed 
bastions of the Free World where freedom is rapidly 
becoming an illusion. 
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On 31 October of this year 
churches throughout the 

world will conclude marking the 
beginning of the Reformation. 
The commemorations began on 
31 October of last year. Pope 
Francis’s visit to the Lutheran 
Church of Sweden at the end of 
October was a joint commemo-
ration. At the ecumenical prayer 
service in Lund Cathedral (Lu-
theran) a joint statement was 
read: “While we are profoundly 

thankful for the spiritual and theo-
logical gifts received through the 
Reformation, we also confess and 
lament before Christ that Luther-
ans and Catholics have wounded 
the visible unity of the Church.” 
The quote explains the use of word 
commemoration(s), rather than 
celebration(s). 

The rift caused by the Reformation 
within the Latin Church is not some-
thing that any church can be proud 
of. The rift still has not been fully 
overcome, but as the joint statement 
makes clear, years of dialogue issu-
ing out of and part of the ecumenical 
movement “have helped us to over-
come many differences, and have 
deepened our mutual understand-
ing and trust. At the same time, we 
have drawn closer to one another 
through joint service to our neigh-
bours – often in circumstances of 
suffering and persecution. Through 
dialogue and shared witness we are 
no longer strangers. Rather, we have 
learned that what unites us is greater 
than what divides us.” A very similar 

story could be told of relations be-
tween the Anglican Communion and 
the Roman Catholic Church 

On 31 October 2017 it will be 500 
years since an Augustinian monk 
and professor supposedly nailed his 
95 theses to the door of the cathedral 
in Wittenberg, where he was teach-
ing at the time. The monk’s name 
was Martin Luther. Our church too 
has been forever marked by the Ref-
ormation. At this time we too are in-
vited to give consideration to the im-
portance of the Reformation for our 
church and its lasting importance for 
the Church during the year. 

Words are important. The two most 
characteristic here are Reformation 
and Protestant and their derivatives. 
The main protagonists of the Refor-
mation were protestors, inasmuch 
as they highlighted abuse and erro-

Martin Luther
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neous developments, but they were 
not simply protestors, they were also 
reformers. They made constructive 
proposals concerning what needed 
reforming and how this might be 
achieved. At the time they probably 
did not grasp the forces that they 
were about to unleash. As some-
one who reads the Bible, marks the 
Christian year and is regularly ex-
posed to worship I see the potential 
of the Good News to transform lives 
and societies even now so little real-
ised in our world

We only need to open up the differ-
ent versions of the Book of Common 
Prayer (1549, 1552, 1559 and 1662) 
to see how the Reformation to this 
day affects the whole of the Anglican 
Communion. What do we note? The 
liturgies are all in English. 

Prior to the Reformation the call 
for the liturgy to be celebrated in a 
language “understood of the peo-
ple” had been a wish or a demand 
of reforming strands within the Latin 
Church across Western Europe for 
some time. Reformers had also been 
asking or demanding that Bibles be 
available in translation for the com-
mon people to read for themselves, 
in so far as they were literate. Ever 
since the first translations were made 
available to people of faith literary 
skills have soared. People of faith, as 
well as enquirers and seekers, want 
to read the Bible for themselves. One 
of the welcome by-products of the 
Reformation is its lasting contribu-
tion towards learning. 

Throughout the Anglican Com-
munion to this day and 
ever since the Reforma-
tion we once again re-
ceive Holy Communion 
in two kinds, bread and 
wine. This symbol is sig-
nificant and we may 
not grasp how signifi-
cant it is, because we 
take it for granted. The 
Reformers wanted 
the common cup 
to be restored to 
the people. It should no longer 
be the prerogative of the celebrant 
alone to drink of the cup of salva-
tion. Churches influenced by the 
Reformation like the Church of Eng-
land at the time of the Reformation 
immediately restored the cup to the 
faithful as members of the Body of 
Christ in combination with the no-
tion of the priesthood of all believers. 
Holy Communion reminds us of the 
last meal that Jesus celebrated with 
his disciples and that he celebrates 
as the Risen One with his people 
Sunday by Sunday. The disciples re-
ceived the bread and the wine then, 
as we do today. The implications of 
this simple gesture are far-reaching, 
if properly understood. 

As I write, we are celebrating the 
Feast of the Holy Innocents. Holy In-
nocents is the day when the Church 
recalls how Herod the Great had all 
the children two years and under of 
Bethlehem and Judea killed for fear 
of Jesus. One commentator writing 
about the saints of the Christmas 

Sola gratia! Grace alone!
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season comments “… and the Holy 
Innocents, who draw our attention 
to the plight of children in a world 
where the implications of the birth 
of the Christ-child are not yet mani-
fest”. The implications of the Gospel 
like the implications of the Reforma-
tion are still being worked out today. 
We have a long way to travel before 
we can more fully approximate to the 
new creation sketched by the wit-
ness of the Bible as in “they held all 
things in common”.

Finally and importantly, the Reform-
ers led by Martin Luther came to 
understand that salvation, redemp-
tion, atonement was God’s work in 
us. The sola gratia of the Reforma-
tion—by grace alone—was their cry! 
They forever freed humanity from 
the notion that we can save our-

selves. Salvation is of God. It is the 
work of God’s grace alive in us. It is 
God’s accomplishment. This is what 
the life of Jesus shows in its entirety 
from his conception to his resurrec-
tion. It is God who justifies us and 
not we ourselves. When we grasp 
this our response can only be a joy-
ful one, not out of necessity, but out 
of thankfulness as we sing during 
the season of Epiphany, “Songs of 
thankfulness and praise, Jesu, Lord, 
to Thee we raise.” And “Anthems 
be to Thee addrest, God in man 
made manifest.” (Hymn no. 104 AM, 
Hymns and Songs)

Saying goodbye is never easy, 
particularly when the person 

leaving is one of the friendliest and 
most constant members of the con-
gregation. But the time has come for 
Preethi Perera to retire from her job 
at the IAEA and join her husband 
back home in Sri Lanka. We will 
miss her delicious contributions to 
the Asia stand at the Church Bazaar 
and other similar occasions. But 
most of all we will miss her warm 
presence among us. We trust that 
she and Rukman will visit us often 
and in the meantime wish her luck 
and happiness in her retirement.  

Farewell Preethi!

è
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Stewardship Campaign 2017

Christ Church has had a number 
of Stewardship Campaigns over 

the past years. 2017 will be no ex-
ception. 

As a Church Council we have con-
sidered the Biblical basis for giv-
ing and have chosen to focus on its 
benefits. Our theme is “In giving we 
receive”. Archdeacon Colin Williams 
was with us on Sunday, 22 Janu-
ary and launched our Stewardship 
Campaign. Over the coming weeks 
we will hear this theme developed in 
our services, in some mid-week ses-
sions of Soundings and in a Men’s 
Breakfast. It will conclude on Easter 
Sunday.

We have taken our theme from the 
well-known prayer attributed to 
Saint Francis of Assisi. Frank Sauer, 
himself a Franciscan has written 
about the origin of the prayer:

In Giving we Receive

The theme of this years' Steward-
ship Campaign is inspired by a 
prayer “For it is in giving that we 
receive”, reflected in the well-known 
hymn Make me a Channel of your 
Peace. While this beautiful prayer is 
commonly attributed to Saint Fran-
cis, it is in fact rather more likely 
that it was written in France in the 
19th Century. 

Even if it is not a prayer of Saint 
Francis it nevertheless shows a 
Franciscan spirit. Francis lived at a 
time in the 13th Century when the 

economy in Italy started to grow and 
merchants like his father earned a 
lot of money. The other side of the 
coin in this flourishing economy was 
that only very few benefited. There 
was also much poverty and misery. 
It was in this context that Francis 
turned completely and was inspired 
by the idea of following Jesus in his 
poverty by adopting radical poverty 
himself. 

The principles of the Third Order of 
the Society of Saint Francis char-
acterize this vision as follows: “The 
first Christians surrendered completely 
to our Lord and recklessly gave all that 
they had, offering the world a new vi-
sion of a society in which a fresh at-
titude was taken towards material pos-
sessions. This vision was renewed by 
Saint Francis when he chose Lady Pov-
erty as his bride, desiring that all barri-
ers set up by privilege based on wealth 
should be overcome by love.” 

Although we need money for the 
wellbeing of ourselves and our 
families and not everybody is called 
to radical poverty like Francis, we 
could still use our possessions in 
a spirit of loving service for others. 
The vision of the first Christians was 
to share their material possessions 
(Acts 4:32-37). Maybe this spirit of 
love could be an inspiration for the 
Stewardship Campaign this year 
where we share not only our money 
within the congregation and with 
those in need but also our time and 
talents, offering the world a new 
vision.

by Elisabeth Stanners and Frank Sauer
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Fresh thinking about life, about 
being called to newness in life, 

forms a big part of the Christian’s 
journey in life to which we subscribe. 
Stewardship is inextricably bound 
with it. It means taking a clear-eyed 
look at one’s blessings, tangible and 
intangible, and then working out how 
to offer them to serve a higher good. 
We change, and so do our assets and 
talents: each stage in our lives pre-
sents a different mix. Opportunities 
arise to tap into a certain talent or to 
respond to a worthy cause, for ben-
efit beyond our own selves. 

Our hope in our senior years is that 
“God is not yet done with us” and 
that, come what may, we are both 
called in our life together to contrib-
ute new stitches to the human tap-
estry of which we are a part. For us, 
that means taking a good look at how 
we are spending our “golden years” 
(one of the great euphemisms of all 
time!) and what we can do to leave a 
positive legacy when our time is up.

Legacy takes many forms. We both 
wrestle with complacency and cer-
tainty, to hear the call to respond to 
new circumstances. Our church life 
is one powerful source of liberating 
inspiration in doing so. We are guid-
ed and strengthened by it. In Amer-
ica, volunteers and philanthropists 
often speak of good deeds as “giv-
ing back to the community” for the 
blessings received in life. The notion 
touches on what for us is the core of 
stewardship: response to our experi-
ence of God’s love. 

We have to strive to be good stew-
ards of this experience all across the 
board, in how we respond to family, 
friends, church, individuals in need 
and society at large, throughout our 
lives. 

Iwork with language, so my way 
into thinking about stewardship is 

looking at how it is described. The 
Holman Bible Dictionary defines 
stewardship as “Utilising and man-
aging all resources God provides for 
the glory of God and the betterment 
of His Creation”. It was a revelation to 
me that stewardship is about all the 
resources God provides: giving time, 
effort and even thought are as much 
a part of stewardship as money. 

The origins of the term stewardship 
derive from Old English meaning the 
keeper of the hall, the servant who 
brought food and drink to the cas-
tle’s dining hall. I love this idea of 

Christina and Mike Stevens

Thoughts on Stewardship
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stewardship—and being able to link 
it to my responsibility for coordinat-
ing the dinner we hold after the Six 
O’Clock Service, ensuring that every 
week there is a meal, generously 
provided by a different member of 
the congregation, and organising 
clearing up efforts.  

As well as offering food for the body, 
the Six O’Clock dinners also repre-
sent food for the mind and food for 
the soul. Taking the time to break 
bread together, getting to know each 
other, offering a friendly listening ear 
and moral, spiritual or practical sup-
port is as important to our fellowship 
as bringing a plate of food or help-
ing with the washing up. Without the 
one, there is no need for the other. 
As there is no obligation to stay for 
or provide or clear up after dinner, 
every contribution is an act of ser-
vice, a gift given to the glory of God. 

Finally, one of the modern defini-
tions of stewardship can be found 
in the business context, where it is 
often used as a synonym for leader-
ship. These emphasise that stewards 
do not own the company, but simply 
take care of it for the next generation, 
and try to improve it as they do so. 
As stewards of God’s resources, we 
do not own them; we need to leave 
them in better condition than we re-
ceived them in. And as we endeavour 
to improve the things we have cus-
tody of, we are pushed to grow and 
develop ourselves. 

Miya Komori-Glatz

Starting with Adam in the Book 
of Genesis, God has appointed 

us    stewards of his creation. For a 
number of different reasons, we have 
fallen far short of God’s intentions.

Each one of us has been given re-
sources in terms of time, talent and 
money, and it is our responsibility to 
use these for God’s glory to bring his 
kingdom to earth. This requires vi-
sion, discipline and listening to God.

Jesus confounds conventional con-
ceptions of poverty in the story of 
the poor widow who put into the 
temple treasury of the little she had. 
She was poor but her generous heart 
made her rich in Jesus’ eyes. And St. 
Paul adds that God loves a cheer-
ful giver. It is up to each one of us 
to decide how much money we can 
give so that we can give with a joyful 
heart in response to God’s generos-
ity towards us.
And so it is with our 
talents – unity in di-
versity. All endowed 
with talent in dif-
ferent ways, we 
are urged to 
employ these 
talents to the service 
of God. 

Time is arguably the 
most precious of the 
three God-given re-
sources. Yet some-
times I catch myself 
thinking that I have 
time to kill! Making 
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Just what has a broom got to do 
with stewardship? 

In Ghana the broom is a symbol of 
unity. Think of using one stick to 
clean a compound and ask yourself 
how long it will take to get the com-
pound clean. Putting many sticks 
together to make it one, the com-
pound can be cleaned in a much 
easier way. 

When I heard about Stewardship 
campaign the first time in Christ 
Church, I had just joined the Sun-
day Bible Study group. This was 
way back when Bill Danenmairer 
was leading the group. The first 
thing that came up to mind was 
money. Yes, we need money to ac-

complish the financial needs of the 
community but that’s not all of it.

One Sunday, as it was mentioned 
prior to our Bible Study, I told Bill 
that I had temporary jobs with lit-
tle money to spare. He answered 
by telling me that I had something 
others may not have. I slowly raised 
my head, looked at him and asked 
“what”? His response? TIME. 

We are called to love one another 
as Christians and that’s the greatest 
of the commandments. One could 
show that love by spending time in 
assisting in many activities that are 
organized in the community each 
year. Some tasks do not require sig-
nificant efforts but then we need to 
put in some of our precious time to 
make things work.

During the Stewardship campaign, 
please think of what you could of-
fer; a responsibility like visiting the 
sick, writing some interesting arti-
cles/stories for Crossways, serving 
coffee on Sundays etc. What we 
need to remember is that nothing is 
too little before God. Remember the 
story of the widow’s offering? 

Let’s not leave the work in the 
hands of the few. God offers more 
than we are able to thank him for. 
What do we want to offer in return?

There’s joy in giving.

Andrew Rooke

Morkor Korley

myself available to God for his ser-
vice requires me to structure my time 
and set priorities.

As God’s children, we are deeply in-
debted to him, who has given us the 
fullness of life. The Church of Eng-
land liturgy echoes David’s gratitude 
to God in 1 Chronicles 29 with the 
words “All things come from you and 
of your own do we give you”. Stew-
ardship is about giving and receiv-
ing. Giving of our time, money and 
talent in gratitude for what God has 
done and continues to do in our per-
sonal lives, at Christ Church and in 
the community at large. 
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On 14 December, a large number 
of us crowded into the Church 

Centre to listen to talk by Prof. Dr. 
Najib Awad with the somewhat es-
oteric title “A fracturing mosaic: the 
complex history of interreligious re-
lations in Syria”. In the event, it was 
a well presented, unbiaised and 
comprehensive picture of the crisis 
in Syria in the context of the coun-
try’s history. 

Those hoping to come to grips, 
however tenuous, with the situation 
prevailing in Syria, were not disap-
pointed. The clarity with which 
Professor Awad managed to explain 
a highly complex and emotionally 
charged situation in just over an 
hour exceeded our expectations. 
A powerpoint presentation was a 
usual visual aid as he explained 
about the different factions, sub-
factions and sub-sub-factions in-
volved in the conflict.

Professor Awad described the situ-
ation of refugees and displaced 
people within the country, the 
scale of destruction that had driven 
them from their homes and the of-
ten disastrous situation in refugee 
camps in neighbouring countries. 
He talked about the political games 
and clashes that had led to the exo-
dus of those seeking refuge outside 
the country as well as the response 
of European countries. 

The role of the media had, he as-
serted, influenced the Syrian scene 
on all levels. He believed that the 
media on all sides had failed to play 
a professional role and he himself 
did not rely on the media for his 
facts but rather on Syrians inside 
and outside the country. His par-
ents and sister still live in the coun-
try and doubtless keep him up to 
date with the situation there. 

He touched on the situation of 
Christians in Syria; many were 
fighting for survival, disillusioned 
by all parties in the conflict. He 
mentioned that religious leaders, 
including Christians, did not neces-
sarily represent the views of their 
followers. He hastened to add, 
however, that the problems in Syria 
were political rather than religious 
and that foreign involvement was at 
the heart of the problem.

There was time for a question and 
answer session before we all left ... 
pensive, saddened but wiser. 

Understanding Syria
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Waiting. The overwhelming 
feeling in Havana is one of 

waiting. From the old men in lawn 
chairs smoking their ‘Cuba-only’ ci-
gars each afternoon, to the long lines 
of people allowed to enter a private 
restaurant table-by-table, to grey 
market merchants desperate for a 
sale, Havana is a city of more than 
two million people who are mostly 
keeping busy, trying to survive and 
waiting for something to change.

If you are not familiar with the his-
tory, it is worth understanding a few 
important points. In general, popu-
lated islands need benefactors. Be-
cause most of them cannot grow or 
produce all the resources necessary 
to sustain life in the modern era, 
islands generally need other coun-
tries willing to ship them a variety 
of goods in exchange for the primary 
resources found on the island, often 
at a disadvantageous rate. Cuba was 
settled by the Spanish from the late 
15th century until the United States 
intervened in 1901 and made mas-
sive investments in the entertain-
ment, resort and casino businesses. 
But Cuba was an independent coun-
try, governed by a series of presi-

dents some of whom took advantage 
of the people. 

In the late 1950s, the situation was 
hard and a revolution seemed attrac-
tive to many. A young man named 
Fidel Castro, who had been living, 
training and plotting such a revolu-
tion in Mexico, returned to Cuba in 
1959 and overthrew the government. 
He became the longest serving presi-
dent in Cuban history. The United 
States severed ties almost immedi-
ately. In need of a new foreign bene-
factor, President Fidel Castro and his 
brother Raoul, who headed the Cu-
ban army, forged a partnership with 
the now defunct Soviet Union. 

Over the next few decades, the Cas-
tros led Cuba progressively further 
and further into a communist form 
of government, a socialist form of 
society and atheistic approach to 
religion. While tolerating aspects of 
the still powerful Roman Catholic 
Church, the Christian faith became 
harder to maintain. At the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, Cuba found a 
new benefactor in Venezuela, trading 
well educated doctors by the tens of 
thousands for Venezuelan oil. Fidel 
Castro remained President for nearly 
50 years, stepping down in 2008.

His reforms sent much of Cuba 
into serious poverty. Education and 
healthcare remained ostensibly free, 
but food was rationed and very lit-
tle money came into Cuba for much 
of the past 60 years. Alexis Perez, a 
good friend, described the situation 

Report from Cuba (part 1)
by
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this way: “The government pretends 
to pay the people and they pretend 
to work.” The government owns the 
land and takes what is grown. The 
government owns the businesses 
and takes the profit. But more than 
the economic challenges, many Cu-
bans feel the greatest loss was the 
loss of freedom. The loss of freedom 
of speech (as most Cubans love talk-
ing!) and freedom of religion are the 
most acutely felt.

Recently, President Raoul Castro has 
been opening the country bit by bit. 
The Internet has become accessible 
in many hotels and a couple of wifi 
parks. In the last six years since I’ve 
been coming to Cuba, I’ve witnessed 
the rapid growth of the private res-
taurant industry. I’ve gone from en-
tering Cuba through a third country 
to a commercial flight on United 
Airlines. I’ve watched the first for-
eign clothing store open on the Pla-
za Vieja and can now pick up Spar 
products in the local market. I’ve 
watched as the harbour was rebuilt 
to accommodate cruise liners, which 
started docking a few a months ago. 
On this trip, Peter Kyriakos (also a 
member of Christ Church in Vienna) 
and I watched each day as a new 
ship arrived. A few thousand tour-
ists entered the Old City, explored 
the rundown cathedrals, stayed in 
hotels that have been slowly being 
rebuilt for two or three decades, and 
consumed what few resources there 
were. Bottled water, cigars and food 
are often in short supply now that 
the tourist trade is booming.

It was a slow road to this point, but, 
change is still coming and the Cu-
bans are still waiting. Some are get-
ting richer. Some are getting poorer. 
Most are just watching as their 
country, their culture, their way of 
life changes around them. Believing 
that Miami is some kind of paradise, 
many are trying to get to the United 
States before relations shift again and 
they no longer get automatic asylum. 
Uncertainty is around every corner. 
Nobody knows what the government 
will do when Raoul Castro leaves the 
presidency. Nobody knows what will 
happen now that the tourist indus-
try is showing signs of slowing. No-
body knows who will help now that 
Venezuela is struggling. They know 
they are in transition. They just don’t 
know to what they are transitioning.

(to be continued in the next issue)
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On 6 January, Mike and Chris-
tina Stevens welcomed to their 

home in the Arsenal grounds a 
gathering of Christ Church mem-
bers, families and friends for an 
event to mark the end of the twelve 
days of Christmas and the gentle 
beginning of 2017. As in previous 
years, it was an event that offered a 
“last chance” to sing carols togeth-
er in Christian fellowship.  

The atmosphere was relaxed, 
warm and friendly, the gloomy, 
freezing temperatures outside not-
withstanding. Following opening 
prayers and notes of thanks to the 
hosts by the Chaplain, Patrick Cur-
ran, the event took off to a pleas-
ant start.  Patrick expressed words 
of praise for Christina and Mike for 
regularly opening their home to the 
Church community.  

After a brief welcome by Mike, MC 
Christina led the gathering as they 
sang classics and modern carols 
in English and German. These in-
cluded Joy to the World, Away in 
a Manger, Mary’s Boy Child, Jingle 
Bells, and, in German, O Tannen-
baum and Leise rieselt der Schnee. 
The singing was spirited and some 
of the voices ranked among the best 
there are at Christ Church.

A grateful gathering enjoyed the 
evening. At the piano was Lucille 
Curran, with Church Bible Study 
expert Claus Vogl “holding the 
torch” in assistance. Melinda May, 
in her usual, highly professional 
delivery style, read poems and ex-
cerpts from classics, drawing ex-
tended applause from the guests.  
(A sample of her reading is featured 
below). 

With much of the Church Com-
munity away from the city and, in-
deed, the country, it was, for Christ 
Church, a fine opportunity for those 
in town to socialize. It also was a 
fine opportunity for people new to 
the Church to get to know current 
members. Mike had, at the open-
ing, alluded to the array of   deli-
cious “bring and share” dishes 
in the kitchen. Mike incidentally 
spent much of the evening cook-
ing and cleaning and washing up; 
an impressive chore for someone 
who, for most of his professional 
life, was a diplomat of the US State 
Department. Apparently, being a 

Never Too Late for Carols
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diplomat does not change who you 
are; it only reveals you. Someone at 
the gathering (guess who) told this 

On 15 December 2016 Toby Fischer at the 
Matzleinsdorfer Friedhof

On 3 January 2017, Robert Gordon Whittle at 
the Feuerhalle, Simmering.

Luna-Marie Abiola Olufunmilayo Ogunya on 
8 January 2017.

From the Church Registers

Excerpt from A Year Of Time by Steven B. Cloud, read by Melinda.

“The gift of time is not ours alone. It is given equally to each person. Rich 
and poor, educated and ignorant, strong and weak - every man, woman 
and child has the same twenty-four hours every day. Another important 
thing about time is that you cannot stop it. There is no way to slow it 
down, turn it off, or adjust it. Time marches on. And you cannot bring 
back time. Once it is gone, it is gone. Yesterday is lost forever. If yesterday 
is lost, tomorrow is uncertain. We may look ahead at a full year’s block 
of time, but we really have no guarantee that we will experience any of it. 
Obviously, time is one of our most precious possessions. We can waste it. 
We can worry over it. We can spend it on ourselves. Or, as good stewards, 
we can invest it in the Kingdom of God. The New Year is full of time. As 
the seconds tick away, will you be tossing time out the window, or will you 
make every minute count?”

reporter that he should try to learn 
from Mike.  And this reporter said 
“Sure!” 
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Third Sunday before Lent

Second Sunday before Lent

Sunday next before Lent

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service 

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Pancake Day
 evening

08.30 Morning Prayer
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Monday Tuesday

Fourth Sunday  before Lent
5

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18,00 Evensong

Sunday

Shrove Tuesday



09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

24 25

Wednesday

9 9 10 11

18171615

22 23

2 3 41
Thursday Friday Saturday

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Reading group
19.00 Choir Practice

09.00 Mens’ Breakfast
Open Meeting

17.30 Prayer with 
 movement

17.30 Prayer with 
 movement

7

28



Wednesday

29

First Sunday of Lent

Second Sunday of Lent

Third Sunday of Lent

Mothering Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Said Eucharist
10.00 Family Eucharist
18.00 Six O’Clock service 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
18.00 Choral Evensong

12

19

26

March 2017

76

13

20

27 28

21

14

5

Monday TuesdaySunday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group 
 (Church Centre)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group 
 (Church Centre)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group 
 (Church Centre)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group 
 (Church Centre)

My son, keep your father’s commandment, and forsake not your mother’s teach-
ing. Bind them on your heart always; tie them around your neck. When you 
walk, they will lead you; when you lie down, they will watch over you; and when 
you awake, they will talk with you.       Proverbs 6:20-22



09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Annual Chaplaincy  
 Meeting

17

242322 25
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Wednesday
3 4

111098

15 16

Thursday Friday Saturday

18.30 WWDP Service 
at the United  
Methodist Church,  
15th district

08.30 Safeguarding 
 Training

Level Two

29 30 31

1 2

09.30 Lent Group (1100) 
10.00 Toddler Group
18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group (1220)
19.00 Choir Practice
19.00 Theology on Tap

09.30 Lent Group (10th  
 district)
10.00 Toddler Group
18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group (22nd
 district)
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group (10th  
 district)
10.00 Toddler Group
18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group (22nd
 district)
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group (10th  
 district)
10.00 Toddler Group
18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group (22nd
 district)
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

WOMEN’S WORLD 
DAY OF PRAYER

7

28

Ash Wednesday

St. Patrick

09.30 Ash Wednesday 
  and Eucharist with 
19.00 Imposition of  
 Ashes 



The Reading Group is meeting on Thursday, 23 February at 18.45 in the Church 
Office. We will be discussing The Sellout by Paul Beatty, which won the 2016 
Man Booker Prize, making Beatty the first US writer to win that award.

Church Notices
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Tuesday evening Lent Group 
This year’s Tuesday evening Lent Group is based on a small book by the for-
mer Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams Being Disciples, Essentials of 
the Christian Life. The topics to be covered are 1. Faith, Hope and Love 2. For-
giveness 3. Holiness 4. Faith in Society and 5. Life in the Spirit.  There are five 
consecutive sessions beginning on Tuesday 7 March and finishing on 4 April. 
We meet at 19.00 hours in the Church Centre. 

Thursday morning/evening Lent Groups 
Revd. Aileen Hackl will again be leading two Lent groups on Thursday morning 
at 9.30 (in the tenth district) and Thursday evening at 18.30 (at the home of 
Joan Dantinger the 22nd district, very close to the VIC). As in the past we will 
follow the York Lent Course, this year entitled Receiving Christ in Five Different 
Ways, written by Canon John Young. We will listen to a recording before having 
our own discussion. The sessions are (1) Receiving Christ as children of God, 
(2) Receiving Christ in the stranger and the needy, (3) Receiving Christ in Holy 
Communion, (4) Receiving Christ through prayer and fellowship, and (5) Christ 
in you, the hope and glory. Both sessions begin on 9 March. 

This year’s retreat will be held later than usual, from 23 to 25 June. The retreat 
leader is the Revd Dr Jennifer Moberly. Her theme is “Growing in faith with 
examples from the life and writings of St John of the Cross”. Please register 
with Andrew Rooke. Space is limited so register now to avoid disappointment.

Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday, 1 March. As usual there are two services 
at 9.30 and 19.00. Both are with the Imposition of Ashes. Ash Wednesday like 
Good Friday is a day of discipline and self-denial that we usually shorten to 
“fasting”. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. The original meaning of 
the word Lent is spring. During Lent it is the Christian practice to give up some-
thing, but also to take something on like joining a Lent group, reading a book 
on some aspect of Christian theology or spirituality, making a commitment to 
come to a weekday service, giving oneself especially to works of charity etc. 
Clergy are available to provide spiritual direction and to hear confessions.
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The Social Committee invites everyone to our annual pancake evening in the 
church centre, on 28 February, starting at 19.00. Pancakes anyway you like 
them, live music and a party mood on the agenda so do come and join us! No 
need to register beforehand. We’re looking forward to seeing you!

Do consider joining our monthly meeting of the Prayer Ministry group of our 
church. During the meeting we pray for our church and the needs of individu-
als and especially for those who have requested prayers for themselves or for 
others, but also for the world. It is one of the most important things I do as 
chaplain. Please make a commitment to intercessory prayer and join us at our 
next meeting on 22 February or 22 March at 19.00 hours in the Church Centre.

Bishop David Hamid, the Churchwardens and the Church Council have agreed 
that the Chaplain may take a two month sabbatical during the months of May 
and June. The Chaplain’s sabbatical will be covered by Bishop Martin Wharton, 
the former Bishop of Newcastle. He will be assisted by clergy of Christ Church. 
Bishop Martin will be accompanied by his wife Marlene. The Chaplain will 
spend two weeks in Israel. One week he will walk in Galilee in the footsteps 
of Jesus and the other week will be spent in Jerusalem. He will also be spend-
ing a week in the Benedictine monastery of Nütschau in Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany. The Chaplain is immensely grateful to the above for this opportunity 
of prayer, travel, study and refreshment. He is looking for accommodation for 
Bishop Martin and his wife. Do you know of any flats or houses that may be 
vacant during May and June and would welcome a house sitter? Please be in 
touch if you do. The Whartons have one requirement easy internet access.

On Sunday, 19 February the choir of Ardingly College is coming to Christ 
Church to sing at the Six O’clock Service. The preacher will be the school 
chaplain, the Revd Father David Lawrence-March. Ardingly College is an inde-
pendent boarding and day school for boys and girls aged two to eighteen. The 
school is a member of the Woodard Corporation. It is located in West Sussex 
between London and Brighton. There will be a reception after the service. Of-
fers of help to Rosalind Shakespear.

This year’s Annual Chaplaincy Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 29 March 
at 19.00 in the church. All those registered on the electoral roll by Sunday, 12 
March are eligible to vote.
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Paul Davies speaks from the heart, 
with intensity and a good Welsh 

accent. There’s emotion in his voice 
and he can move you. Spending a 
few days in Vienna, a break from 
Constanta where he lives and works, 
he was in Christ Church the last Sun-
day of November to thank the church 
for the financial support provided to 
Everyone’s Child Romania over the 
last three years. After the morning 
service he talked to some of us about 
ECR’s work and in the evening, fol-
lowing the Advent Carol Service, he 
and his wife Alina met others in the 
Church Centre. 

In September Paul had been back in 
Wales speaking to chapel congrega-
tions that have supported ECR since 
it was founded sixteen years ago. A 
small operation, Paul is fundraiser, 
communicator and leader of the 
three man team he set up to support 
HIV infected children in the Constan-
ta area. They work with 50 of the 600 
families with HIV infected children in 
the county. This is a Christian char-
ity, God-led as Paul would say. 

As a result of unscreened blood 
transfusions given to malnourished 
children to give them a boost in the 
Ceausescu era, there were some 
10,000 positive cases of HIV in Ro-
mania in the early 90s. Before the ar-
rival of retroviral drugs the children 
died. Paul first encountered this after 
he went to help there in the early 90s, 
going with a group from churches in 
south Wales. He worked in a hospice 
and then a community project before 
deciding to set up ECR. 

With the advent of the drugs chil-
dren were able to survive, though 
the regime of three handfuls of pills 
every day can seem horrendous. Ini-
tially ECR was set up as a commu-
nity project to return children from 
orphanages to their families—they’d 
originally been separated because of 
the HIV—working to support them at 
home. Now there is the second gen-
eration as well, those with HIV who 
have grown up and have children of 
their own, sometimes infected. In 
any year, if they can say that 98% 
of their beneficiaries survive, it has 
been a blessed year.

While still providing care for the 
younger HIV positive children ECR 
today also helps HIV survivors find 
independence through a “leg-up” 
out of the poverty cycle. It works 
against discrimination, against ig-
norance, against apathy. They help 
both adults and children stick to the 
regime of medication, to make a life 
and a contribution to the commu-
nity. With a small team overheads 

Everyone’s Child—Romania
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are minimal but it hasn’t been easy. 
On more than one occasion lack of 
funds has threatened closure. 

in 2002 funds had diminished to the 
point that Paul had enough for only 
one more month. In his own words: 

“When I arrived at Ebeneezer 
Church in Fleur-de-Lys on a wet 
Sunday night to do my ‘usual pitch 
for help’...I felt an overwhelming 
urge not to do it. So I stood on stage 
and ripped up my talk in front of the 
congregation—it sounds pure dra-
ma, but that was not my intention. I 
could hardly see because of the tears 
welling up in my eyes, but I tried to 
focus on someone in the front row, 
and I said to her, ‘Please ask me how 
am I feeling’. She looked at me as if I 
had lost my mind but she asked me 
... and I launched into a totally Spir-
it-led speech, pouring out my feel-
ings of frustration and disappoint-
ment that the children, who had had 
their hopes raised a little by our ar-
rival just under two years ago, were 
now about to have them crushed … 
The pastor, Phil Johnson, an ex-min-
er and a strongly spoken man, rose, 
locked the door, and said, ‘No-one 

leaves here with any money in their 
pockets tonight!”  

Among other projects and pro-
grammes, ECR runs a new independ-
ence project called “light for life”, to 
provide older girls with an alterna-
tive to the temptation of sex traffick-
ing by setting them up to make per-
fumed candles at home. One of them 
is burning on the kitchen window-
sill right now! ECR works with little 
things to bring a light to each life, like 
their “Sunshine Programme”, which 
provides children with birthday and 
Christmas parties as well as summer 
day trips. 

It was Phil, the door-locking pas-
tor, who dreamed about Gideon and 
the 300, and said to Paul that if they 
could find 300 like-minded people 
to donate at least £7 a month, this 
would cover the monthly cost of run-
ning their community project. The 
name of their campaign came to be 
called the ‘777-Club’, the story com-
ing from the 7th verse of the 7th 
chapter of the 7th book of the Bible. 
Begun in 2003, to date they have just 
over 170 members. Paul has great 
faith that the Lord will provide.

The previous issue of Crossways contained a bank payment slip. 
Every year readers are asked to contribute towards the cost of print-
ing and distribution of the magazine—the only costs involved in its 
production. For those who have not contributed, but would like to do 
so, it’s not too late! The amount is up to you, but in the past we have 
suggested EURO 20. For those paying by e-banking, the Church’s 
banking details are given on p34. 
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The Next ChristendomBOOK REVIEW

“In 1900, 83 per cent of the
world’s Christians lived in Eu-

rope and North America. In 2050, 
72 percent of Christians will live in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America, and 
a sizable share of the remainder will 
have roots in one or more of those 
continents….If we imagine a typi-
cal Christian back in 1900, we might 
think of a German or an American; 
in 2050, we should rather turn to a 
Ugandan, a Brazilian, or a Filipino….
By 2030 at the latest, Africa will have 
more Catholics than Europe.”

These quotes come from The Next 
Christendom: The Coming of Global 
Christianity, a book written in 2011 
by Philip Jenkins, an American his-
torian born in the UK and educated 
at Cambridge University. A Catholic-

turned-Anglican, Jenkins is recog-
nized internationally as a leading, 
and sometimes controversial, schol-
ar of contemporary and historical 
Christianity. 

Jenkins further notes: “[A] global 
perspective should make us think 
carefully before asserting ‘what 
Christians believe’ or ‘how the 
church is changing. All too often, 
statements about what ‘modern 
Christians accept’ or ‘what Catholics 
today believe,’ refer only to what that 
ever-shrinking remnant of Western 
Christians and Catholics believe.”

One might ask, of course, what is 
“Christendom?” For Jenkins, it’s the 
term for the community of believers 
in places where Christianity power-
fully shapes culture and society and 
in which Christians see themselves 
as Christians first and only second-
arily “subjects of nations.” He sees 
the emerging church of the future, 
centred largely in the “Global South,” 
as the third Christendom since the 
era of the apostles. 

The first was roughly the thousand 
years when the Middle East and 
North Africa were Christianity’s 
heartland. This Christendom was 
reduced over centuries by Muslim 
domination of the region. The second 
Christendom is the one in which we 
in Vienna have been living, one so 
dominated by Europe that the early 
20th century Catholic writer Hilaire 
Belloc could assert, “Europe is the 
Faith.” Jenkins sees a great demo-by
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The Next Christendom

graphic transformation now under-
way that is replacing this version of 
Christian society, with a Christianity 
of the Global South that is evolving 
its own distinctive ways of interpret-
ing our apostolic heritage. 

When Christianity spread to Europe, 
“European Christians reinterpreted 
the faith through their own concepts 
of social and gender relations, and 
then imagined that their culturally 
specific synthesis was the only cor-
rect version of Christian truth….As 
Christianity moves southward, the 
religion will be comparably changed 
by immersion in the prevailing cul-
tures of those host societies.” Of 
course, there will be no single south-
ern Christianity but Jenkins identi-
fies some characteristics that are 
widespread in different places where 
Christianity has been growing fast.

Charismatics and Pentecostals are 
flourishing. There were only hand-
fuls of them in 1900; now there are 
several hundred million. Jenkins 
asks, “Is it not reasonable to iden-
tify this as perhaps the most suc-
cessful social movement of the past 
century?” In addition, independent 
churches without roots in existing 
denominations have sprung up in 
many places in the three continents 
of “the next Christendom.”

In lands undergoing rapid urbani-
zation and the breakdown of tradi-
tional village life, churches provide 
a refuge. One student of religion, 
Harvey Cox, asserts that “sometimes 

the only thriving human commu-
nities in the vast seas of tarpaper 
shanties and cardboard huts that 
surround many of these cities are 
the Pentecostal congregations.” Just 
as in the rise of Christianity in ear-
lier times, the community and fam-
ily values that they champion help 
to elevate the status of the most vul-
nerable among their members and 
bring some measure of protection 
to women, children and the elderly, 
all of whom may be especially dis-
advantaged in their societies. Indeed, 
“evangelical religion has encouraged 
a new and exalted view of the fam-
ily and of domesticity, placing much 
greater emphasis on male responsi-
bility and chastity.”

I know from my personal observa-
tion, living on-and-off in various 
parts of Latin America over several 
decades, how remarkably Pente-
costal Christianity has risen there, 
bringing its sense of personal en-
gagement of believers, fellowship 
with others in the otherwise im-
personal life of the city, and a chal-
lenge to a spiritually austere Roman 
Catholicism that often seemed re-
mote from the lives of its adherents. 
Latin American Protestantism is now 
an animating force to be reckoned 
with and an increasing and energiz-
ing Christian presence among the 
large Hispanic population in my own 
country, the USA.

In any event, the churches in the 
three “southern” continents share 
“a passionate enthusiasm for mis-

ß
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sion and evangelism that is often 
South-South, organized from one of 
the emerging churches, and directed 
toward some other region of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America.” To cite but 
one statistic, there are thought to be 
more than 14,000 South Koreans on 
missions overseas. Other countries 
of the Global South produce many 
more missionaries. 

The spread of Christianity among 
peoples of “the South” is globali-
zation at work in the profoundest 
sense. The same advances in com-
munications, travel and internation-
al finance that enable trade and in-
vestment across the globe are being 
drawn upon by the churches of the 
new Christendom to learn from one 
another and spread the message of 
the Gospel as they understand it. 

These churches offer an expectation 
of miracles, signs and wonders in 

everyday life, prophesy, 
vivid experience of 

the Holy Spirit by 
worshippers, 

and per-
sonal par-
ticipation in 
the cosmic 
drama of 

believers in 
Christ battling 

the devil and 
evildoers. Bap-

tism is an in-
spiring symbol 
of separation 

from a failing 

pagan world, an act of divine rescue. 
Moreover, for many of these Chris-
tians, scriptural accounts of faith, 
suffering, persecution and martyr-
dom have special immediacy in their 
own societies today, where harsh 
economic and political conditions 
often underscore the truth that they 
see in the message of the Bible. Jen-
kins notes: “To a Christian living in 
a Third World dictatorship, the im-
age of the government as Antichrist 
is not a bizarre religious fantasy, but 
a piece of political analysis.”

It is in Africa where Christianity has 
had the most dynamic growth. In 
1900, barely one per cent of sub-
Saharan Africans were Christian. 
Within a century that figure grew to 
40 per cent, with most of the growth 
taking place since the end of Europe-
an colonialism. It continues to grow 
and has come to eclipse Islam today 
on the continent. 

Whatever its losses in Europe, Chris-
tianity has continued to expand its 
presence worldwide. The respected 
Pew Trust’s comprehensive 2015 
survey of global trends in religion 
found that only Islam was likely to 
grow faster over the next several 
decades. However, the Pew sur-
vey’s projection of Islam’s probable 
growth rests largely on continued 
high fertility levels in areas where 
it already predominates, while the 
Christian faith is expected to spread 
further in Africa and parts of Asia. 
China, home to half of the world’s 
religiously unaffiliated population, is 
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the great wild card. There have been 
indications of Christianity’s growing 
appeal in post-Maoist China. Were 
Christianity to take off there as it 
has in Africa, the “coming of global 
Christianity” envisioned by Jenkins 
would become a compelling histori-
cal fact in the 21st century.

Regarding Islam, if relatively high 
birth rates among Muslim popula-
tions continue it would seem to as-
sure that Islam holds its place among 
world religions despite its problem-
atic appeal in Africa, China, India 
and other large population centres 
where it is not already dominant. 
Appearances however may deceive, 
in particular if political Islam’s de-
structive energies produce growing 
fragmentation among Muslim sects 
or wholesale disillusionment with 
the claims of Islam in Muslim-dom-
inated societies. It seems to me that 
Christians should not jump to any 
premature conclusion but, rather, 
wait to see how Islam’s contempo-
rary pathologies play out in the full-
ness of time.

Taking it all into account, it seems 
only a matter of time before the 
Christianity of the Global South 
turns to another missionary chal-
lenge: Helping to re-Christianize the 
Global North. Perhaps with his expe-
rience as an Anglican/Episcopalian 
in mind, Jenkins writes, “It is unclear 
how long a religion can survive as 
a generalized social memory,” and 
that is where he thinks European 
Christianity has been heading. Of 

course, one major stumbling block 
to North-South engagement at the 
moment is the traditionalism of the 
new churches on important subjects 
like women’s equality and gay rights. 
Jenkins questions, though, if these 
churches “will remain as staunch 
about these social issues as they 
evolve and diversify.” In any event, 
these churches, even the independ-
ent ones founded by charismatic 
preachers, “believe staunchly in the 
divinity of Christ, his miracles and 
resurrection. The belief statements 
of the different churches are classic 
statements of Christian doctrine.”

Catholic theologian George Weigel 
has asserted: “God’s search for man 
and the human response to that di-
vine quest is the central reality of 
history.” In this regard, the encoun-
ter between European and Southern 
Christendom is likely to be provoca-
tive and disconcerting ... but perhaps 
ultimately restorative if God so wills. 
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At the time of Jesus, Is-
rael was an agricul-

tural society. Not surpris-
ingly, plants are prominent 
in the Gospels. Images 
and analogies involving 
local and familiar plants 
must have spoken much 
more directly to Jesus’s 

first audience than to us. 
Botanical knowledge can help our 
ignorance.

Botany is a natural science that de-
veloped during the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Some of the findings I will 
present date from the 20th century 
or are even more recent. I am thus 
looking at the writings in the Bible 
with hindsight. In the following I will 
present short essays on three plants 
that are important to the Gospels.

THE MUSTARD SEED 
Mark 4:30-32: Then He asked, “To 
what can we compare the kingdom 
of God? With what parable shall we 
present it? It is like a mustard seed, 
which is the smallest of all seeds sown 
upon the earth. But after it is planted, it 
grows to be larger than all garden plants 
and puts forth great branches, so that 
the birds of the air nest in its shade.”

The term “mustard plant“ applies 
to different, but related species of 
the genera Sinapia and Brassica. 
Sinapia alba produces the seeds 
that we crush to produce mustard. 
Rape seed and cabbage belong to 
the genus Brassica. All mustard 
plants complete their life cycle 

Parables and Botany
within a year. They tend to grow in 
grasslands, where their flowering 
and fruiting stems can grow up to 
two meters. The seeds are less than 
a millimetre in diameter, although 
cultivars of Sinapia alba can be 
twice that size. Without trees, birds 
living in grasslands build their nests 
below plants instead of branches, 
lending truth to Mark’s words. In a 
parallel passage, Mt 13:31, Matthew 
describes the mustard plant as a tree, 
with birds nesting in its branches 
(and not underneath as in Mk 4,32). 
Such a tree is a symbol of power, 
especially imperial power; the birds 
represent the peoples in the empire 
(cf. Dan 4,7ff and Ez 17,22). 

Why does Matthew replace the 
literal truth in Mark with something 
obviously false? Matthew often 
challenges readers with humorous 
exaggerations, e.g., Mt 23:24: “Blind 
guides you are! You strain out a gnat 
and swallow a camel.” I therefore 
consider Matthew’s alteration of 
Mark an exaggeration that brings in 
the image of the imperial tree. I am 
sure the exaggeration was obvious 
to Jesus’s first audience, but has 
been lost in subsequent generations.  
Returning to Mark we realize that 
verses 4:1-34 contain a series of four 
parables or similes, three of which 
have botanical themes. Although the 
parable of the sower is among the 
best-known passages of the Bible,  
I want to draw attention to the man 
who sows wheat, is ignorant of how 
it grows, and harvests the grains 
when they are ripe (4:26-29). Often by

 C
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the most powerful male figure in a 
parable is often interpreted as God, 
however, in this case, a man who does 
not know how the seed is growing in 
the earth does not qualify as Creator 
God. Nevertheless, we are clearly 
told that this parable and that of the 
mustard seed is to be compared with 
the kingdom of God. Both parables 
follow the same sequence: i) sowing 
seed; ii) underground growth; iii) 
coming out: plant breaks forth into 
the open; iv) harvest: grain or seeds 
or the plant’s use by birds.

Let us compare this sequence to 
Jesus’s healing a deaf person in 
Mk 7:31-37. Here, Jesus sows with 
an act of healing and immediately 
prohibits people from talking about 
it. Nevertheless the good news 
breaks forth and is summarized 
by “He made all things well” in Mk 
7,37.  In parallel to the sequence 
above we thus have: i) sowing: act 
of healing; ii) underground growth: 
Jesus prohibits people to spread the 
news; iii) coming out: the more Jesus 
prohibits, the more people talk; iv) 
harvest: “He made all things well”.

FIG TREE
Lk 13,1-9: At that time, some of 
those present told Jesus about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mixed with their sacrifices. To this 
He replied, “Do you think that these 
Galileans were worse sinners than 
all the other Galileans, because they 
suffered this fate? No, I tell you. 
But unless you repent, you too will 

all perish. Or those 18 who were 
killed when the tower of Siloam 
collapsed on them: Do you think 
that they were more sinful than all 
the others living in Jerusalem? No, I 
tell you. But unless you repent, you 
too will all perish. Then Jesus told 
this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree 
that was planted in his vineyard. 
He went to look for fruit on it, but 
did not find any. So he said to the 
keeper of the vineyard, ‘Look, for 
the past three years I have come to 
search for fruit on this fig tree and 
haven’t found any. Therefore cut 
it down! Why should it use up the 
soil?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave 
it alone again this year, until I dig 
around it and fertilize it. If it bears 
fruit next year, fine. But if not, you 
can cut it down.’”

The first part of the passage is 
political. According to my sources, 
there are no records of these two 
events outside the Bible, but there 
is no reason to doubt that these 
are true records. The theme is that 
bad things happen to everyone, 
irrespective of guilt. It rains on the 
good and the bad. The parable is 
about a fig tree that does not bear 
fruits. An overseer and the owner 
discuss cutting it down. The overseer 
convinces the owner to let it stand to 
see if it bears fruit in the next year. 

Again, it is difficult to interpret 
either man in this parable as God. 
While the owner has the authority, 
the overseer’s obviously superior 

Part 1
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knowledge convinces the owner. 
God would have both knowledge and 
authority.

Fig mating system
Figs have a rather complicated, 
gynodioecious mating system. Figs 
have two sexes, one individual may 
either be functionally hermaphrodite 
and bear both male and female 
organs, or may be functionally female 
and only have female organs. While 
the sex ratio in species with a male 
and a female sex converges to 1:1, 
this is not the case for gynodioecy. 
Usually there are many fewer 
female plants than hermaphrodites. 
Importantly, only female trees 
bear fruit that can be consumed by 
humans; hermaphrodites produce 
fruit that is only consumed by goats: 
„caprifigs“ (from capra, which is 
Latin for goat). On the other hand, 
an orchard with only female trees 
will produce no fruits at all, since 
only fertilized female flowers will 
bear fruit (note that some modern fig 
cultivars have been selected to bear 
unfertilized fruit). Thus orchards in 
Israel commonly had a ratio of  about 
one hermaphrodite tree, bearing 
caprifigs, to twenty female trees, 
bearing fruit for human consumption. 
When fig trees were imported 
into California, local farmers did 
not know about this, with initially 
disastrous consequences. Note that 
it is not possible to differentiate 
the sex of a fig tree before it bears 
fruits. Hence, the tree the owner and 
the overseer were discussing may 
have been gynodioecious, and thus 

to be cut down, or female, and thus 
bearing fruit for human consumption 
in the future. I therefore think that 
we are listening (or reading) in on 
an everyday discussion between the 
overseer and the owner. 

How then should we interpret the 
parable? I believe the listener is 
meant to identify with the fig tree. 
Trees in an orchard can be cut down 
at any time. Pilate could order to 
kill anyone, be they good or bad. 
Towers may fall, maybe due to 
bad construction or the frequent 
earthquakes in the area, and bury 
people. Such events could happen 
to anyone at any time. Life is short! 
(By the way: Luke‘s description of 
Pilate‘s action is not at all friendly 
to the Romans.) With regard to the 
wider context of this passage, read 
Lk 12,33-37: We do not know when 
our last hour on earth arrives; better 
be prepared by making a treasure in 
heaven.

Another part of the Bible where figs 
figure prominently is: Jeremiah 24,1-
10. It seems that the two types of
figs in this passage are female figs 
good for human consumption and 
hermaphrodite caprifigs.Budding 
leaves.

In Mk 13,28-32 another aspect of the 
biology of the fig tree is important. 
While most other mediterranean 
trees and bushes keep their leaves 
throughout the year, the fig tree 
sheds its leaves in winter and the 
buds break relatively late in spring. 
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In this passage, the breaking of the 
buds is used as a clue to the time of 
the coming of the Son of Man. Using 
biological clues is generally more 
accurate than using climate clues, 
but less so than using celestial clues: 
the moon, stars, and planets. Why 
did Jesus not use the stars as time-
givers here? A possible answer is 
that it required a higher education to 
interpret the stars. For most ordinary 
people (probably most of Jesus‘s 
audience) the budding of fig trees 
would be the most reliable clue for 
the seasons. 

The cursing of the fig tree
Main passage: Mk 11,12-14: Then 
Jesus entered Jerusalem and went 
into the temple courts. He looked 
around at everything, but since it was 
already late, He went out to Bethany 
with the Twelve. The next day, when 
they had left Bethany, Jesus was 
hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig 
tree in leaf, He went to see if there 
was any fruit on it. But when He 
reached it, He found nothing on it 
except leaves, since it was not the 
season for figs. Then He said to the 
tree: „From now on no man will ever 
eat from your fruit.“ And his disciples 
heard this statement.

Note that, in the season when it has 
leaves, a mature fig tree always has 
either fruits or flowers, which look 
like small fruits. The hermaphrodite 
trees (bearing caprifigs) actually 
keep their fruits even in winter, 
when they lose their leaves, because 
the fruits provide shelter for their 

pollinators: tiny, symbiotic wasps. 
Fig trees flower in spring, at about 
the time when their leaves bud, and 
early summer. After overwintering in 
the hermaphrodite fruit, the wasps 
mate and the female wasps fly 
about looking for flowers. With the 
pollen of the fruit they overwintered 
in, they enter the flower through a 
tiny opening (which matches their 
minute size), fertilize the flower, 
lay their eggs, and die. (Note that 
we always consume a very small 
insect, when we eat a fig.) A mature 
fig tree with leaves thus always has 
recognizable fruits. Hence, „not 
being the season“ cannot be the 
problem for not observing fruit on 
the tree. But the tree may have been 
a caprifig, which is actually unfit for 
human consumption „forever“. 

How do we then interpret Mk 11,12-
14? The fig tree may well have been 
a caprifig, not fit for human 
consumption. Thus Jesus 
may just have stated a fact 
with „no man will ever eat 
from your fruit“, rather 
than cursing the fig tree for 
not bearing fruit. But this 
interpretation leaves us with 
the problem that the same 
fig tree is dead the next day, 
which is taken as a sign of 
Jesus‘s power. The parallel 
passage in Mt 21,18-22 is 
much easier to interpret.

Part 2 of this article will appear in 
the April-May issue of Crossways
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Women’s World Day of Prayer

The World Day of Prayer is an in-
ternational ecumenical Christian lay-
women’s initiative.[1] It is run un-
der the motto “Informed Prayer and 
Prayerful Action,” and is celebrated 
annually in over 170 countries on 
the first Friday in March. The move-
ment aims to bring together women of 
various races, cultures and traditions 
in a yearly common Day of Prayer, 
as well as in closer fellowship, un-
derstanding and action throughout 
the year. Through the World Day 
of Prayer, women are encouraged to 
become aware of the other countries 
and cultures and no longer live in 
isolation. They are also encouraged 
take up the burdens of other people, 
to sympathize with the problems of 
other countries and cultures and pray 
with and for them. They are further 
encouraged to become aware of their 
talents and use them in the service 
of society. The World Day of Prayer 
aims to demonstrate that prayer and 
action are inseparable and that both 
have immeasurable influence in the 
world. (Wikipedia)

The Women’s World Day of 
Prayer 2017 has as its theme 

“Am I being unfair to you” and the 
programme was written by the 
World Day of Prayer Committee of 
the Philippines. The theme draws 
on the parable of the workers in 
the vineyard, where at the end of 
the day the owner of the vineyard 
paid all his workers the same wage, 
regardless of the time they had 
started their work. This resulted in 
grumbling and discontent.

In Vienna, we are celebrating with 
an special service on Friday, 3 
March at:

United Methodist Church
Sechshauser Strasse 56
1150 Vienna

Come and join in this worldwide 
prayer movement as we pray for 
and with the women of the Philip-
pines. All are welcome—prepared 
by women for everyone!
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Dates for your Diary

   DATE TIME EVENT

Feb 7 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Migration (2) Dr Dirk Hoerder

Feb 11 (Sat) 09.00 Men’s Breakfast; Stewardship: David Stanners

Feb 15 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

Feb 23 (Thurs) 18.45 Reading Group: Sellout by Paul Beatty

Feb 28 (Tues) 19.00 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party

March 1 (Weds) 09.30 Ash Wednesday Service with Imposition of Ashes

19.00 Ash Wednesday Service with Imposition of Ashes

March 3 (Friday)  Women’s World Day of Prayer

March 7 (Tues) 19.00 Tuesday Lent group begins in the Church Centre  

(5 sessions)  led by the Chaplain

March 8 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

March 9 (Thurs) 09.30 Thursday morning Lent group, Vienna 1100

led by the Revd. Aileen Hackl

19.00 Thursday evening Lent Group, Vienna 1220 

led by the Revd. Aileen Hackl

19.00 Theology on Tap (tbc)

March 18 (Sat) 08.30 Safeguarding Training Level Two : Olga Bradshaw

(Parts one and twO)

March 26 (Sun)  Mothering Sunday

March 29 (Weds) 19.00 Annual Chaplaincy Meeting

April 30 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation with Bishop Robert Innes

June 10 (Fri) Lange Nacht der Kirchen

June 23-25 June Retreat Dr Jennifer Moberly, Growing in faith 

with examples from the life and writing  

of St John of the Cross
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