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The opinions expressed in this publica-
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Every year, Kids’ Church performs a short Nativity 
Play during an Advent service at Christ Church. 
During what is for many a hectic time of the 
year, the Nativity play serves to remind us what 
Christmas is all about. 

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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Judy

“No room at the inn”: for many born and raised
in Western Europe’s ivory towers this is an 

unfamiliar scenario. Yet for millions of refugees the 
world over, it is all too real. I was able to witness such 
rejection first hand this autumn when I applied for a 
visa to take my 14-year old Syrian ward (who has le-
gal asylum in Austria) on a trip home to London dur-
ing the school break in November. I had intended it to 
be a surprise, but in the event my foster son and I had 
to attend an interview to present the visa application. 
The disrespect and, ultimately, contempt with which 
we were treated by my own country filled me with rage 
and shame in equal measure. He was refused a visa on 
the grounds that we failed to submit evidence that I 
had sufficient funds to pay for our five-day trip—thin 
excuse since I had stated that I was a UN pensioner—
and that the authorities were not satisfied that he was 
a genuine visitor. A phone call to the French consulate 
was almost as unpleasant and successfully deterred 
me from choosing that country as a holiday destina-
tion in the near future. Eventually, I was grateful for 
these experiences that gave me a glimpse of the other, 
far less attractive, side of the coin. The election of an 
acknowledged xenophobe as president of the United 
States, the surge in hate crimes against foreigners in 
the UK following Brexit and a rise in anti-immigration 
sentiments among European leaders and would-be 
leaders should, for all but the most desperate, be in-
terpreted as a clear “No room at the inn”. I can’t help 
thinking that if God were to allow a second flood, He 
would be hard pushed to find somewhere to place his 
Mount Ararat! 

Even if we are unable to soften the hard hearts of 
governments this Christmas, as individuals we can at 
least make sure that there is room in our inn. It doesn’t 
have to be the honeymoon suite or even full board, but 
a friendly gesture, a hand reached to someone less 
fortunate or a larger than usual charity donation ... all 
this will go some way towards compensating for cold 
and incompassionate officialdom. I am aware that 
some readers may consider this a generalization on 
my part, but I trust my words will find an echo with 
others. I wish you a happy and blessed Christmas.
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During December and Janu-
ary Christ Church will be 

offering a number of additional 
opportunities to deepen faith 
and increase knowledge, rang-
ing from a Theology on Tap 
session and a talk on Syria to 
considering migration past and 
present as well as legacy plan-
ning and prayer through move-
ment. Some time ago members 
of the Six O’clock Service asked 
for a weekend away. The topic 

of the weekend is discipleship and 
like our annual retreat it will be held 
at Stift Göttweig in February. We are 
also going to continue offering the 
Exploring Pastoral Care course we 
ran in the autumn before and after 
Easter. As of January confirmation 
classes will begin for teenagers and 
adults and for those who ask to be 
received into the Church of England 
and thereby into the Anglican Com-
munion. Please speak to me about 
being confirmed or being received 
into the Church of England ASAP and 
before 10 January. The above intro-
duction serves to show that we are 
alive and well and are eager as a 
church in Vienna to play a full part 
in the life of the Church here. No one 
will have doubted this who attended 
the bazaar. It is a terrific effort by the 
members, friends and associates of 
Christ Church. We remain grateful 
for each and every contribution and 
for every kindness shown and under-
standing extended. 

At this time I am reminded of some 
words of William Temple, who was 

an Archbishop of Canterbury during 
the Second World War: “The Church 
is the only society that exists for 
the benefit of those who are not its 
members”. The Church is not a club 
and it must always resist the tenden-
cy to become inward looking. This is 
an ever present danger, even a temp-
tation that must be recognised and 
confronted again and again. A local 
church is to preach hope, bring com-
fort and assurance, but it is also to be 
a place of the profoundest challenge 
from which we go into the world to 
make known the good purposes of 
God. One parishioner exclaimed with 
deep insight recently, as if scales had 
fallen from their eyes, “This story is 
about me. It is about who I am. It is 
about who I can become.”  Yes! Yes! 
I said quietly to myself.

Soon we will be celebrating Christ-
mas again, and celebrate it we will 
for we know our lives to be held in 
God’s hands “from whence cometh 
our help” (Psalm 121.1-2), while his 
love, compassion and mercy em-
brace us.  We speak of God coming 
to us, but for God to come to us he 
must first go out. The Bible speaks of 
God sending his only Son to rescue 
us. Before the Church has a send-
ing (mission) God has a sending 
(mission) that in turn the Church is 
charged to emulate. Today we speak 
of participating in God’s mission to 
the world. And linguists will be quick 
to point out that the word mission 
comes from the Latin verb mittere, to 
send. God’s sending of his only Son 
has a divine purpose. “For God sent 
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not his Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.” (John 
3.17) We speak of God’s good pur-
poses. John the Evangelist is clear 
that God does not come to condemn, 
but to save. That is God’s purpose in 
the fullest possible sense you can im-
agine! I recently had first hand expe-
rience of how this actually works in 
practice. People who were lost, who 
possessed little or no self-worth, 
people who had lost their bearings 
and were disoriented, were helped 
by Christians who did not condemn 
or judge, but rather brought as those 
being sent the healing love of Christ 
to lost and forlorn souls. 

It is important for me to emphasise 
the following at this point. It takes 
guts to acknowledge to yourself that 
you are lost in the midst of life. It 
takes courage to open yourself to 
God and to others. I have the high-
est regard for the persons I men-
tioned above who did just that. May 
I be granted such courage. Now that 
would be a wonderful Christmas gift 
and it is one money can’t buy. 

I love Christmas! Why? Because God 
comes to us through the gift of life 
itself, as a baby formed in the womb 
of his mother Mary, like you and me. 
The way I phrase this for myself is 
that his conception and birth are 
God’s absolute yes to creation, to 
life and to our lives. This confession 
strengthens my own conviction for 
life and the acceptance of who I am. 
The Saviour’s birth is a mystery and 

it is a wonderful gift that is given to us 
to mark, celebrate and contemplate, 
for it helps us to see more clearly. We 
must learn to treasure this gift and 
not to take it for granted. Paul writes 
in his letter to the church in Thes-
salonica that the Christians there are 
to admonish one another. It remains 
for me to admonish each one of us 
to make sure that we mark and cel-
ebrate the mystery of the incarnation 
(the Word made flesh) appropriately 
during our Advent preparations and 
Christmas celebrations. If the stress 
increases, if the tempers fray, if more 
and more presents is all that seems 
to count as well as excessive con-
sumption of alcohol, then have the 
courage to ask yourselves in all hon-
esty time and time again, is this what 
Jesus came for? Your answer(s) may 
surprise you for he came to show us 
a better way. The way of humility, 
the way of obedience, the way of life, 
the way of thanksgiving, the way of 
celebration and the way of selfless 
giving to mention a few. May our 
particular Advent observations and 
our Christmas celebrations allow joy 
to triumph over self-induced stress 
so that we become witnesses to the 
love that holds and embraces us. Let 
our preparations and celebrations be 
a living sign of our yes to God!

Thanks be to God for Christmas! 

Joy to the world
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Dear Christ Church Vienna,

Only recently I received from your 
Chaplain a really excellent edition 
of the Parish Magazine ... In attrac-
tive and interesting ways this pub-
lication demonstrated what an im-
portant seedbed Christ Church has 
been. I showed it to my colleagues 
on the Ministry Team, and myself 
felt spurred by that to do something 
similar on a diocesan scale, because 
we need to tell this story, and to cel-
ebrate the places where Christian 
discipleship is bearing such rich 
fruit. My efforts so far remain un-
published, but I am working on a 
Youtube video.

You may know that there is a realisa-
tion that the number of licensed cler-
gy in the Church of England is reduc-
ing. The numbers being ordained are 
not keeping pace with the numbers 
of clergy reaching retirement age. 
There is now an intentional approach 
to increasing the numbers of young 
vocations, to ensure that numbers do 
not drop to critical levels.

One of the most innovative and sen-
sible suggestions has been the struc-
turing of a Church of England intern-
ship scheme. Following a couple of 
early pilot-schemes, a National Pro-
gramme called The Church of Eng-
land Ministry Experience Scheme is 
now operating in 14 dioceses. It is in 
its third year.

In the Diocese in Europe we are in 
our second year, and there are 4 
young people based in 4 different 

chaplaincies. Three are in North 
West Europe, one in Switzerland.

You will know what a wonderful, 
varied and fascinating city Vienna is. 
Its Catholic heritage, and perspec-
tive on the former Hapsburg Empire, 
with the many traditions represented 
across Eastern Europe is unique. 
Christ Church likewise is a place 
which offers so many ministerial op-
portunities.

I am sure there are considerable 
numbers of young people engaging 
in comparable schemes across the 
various international organisations 
in the city, not to mention the many 
young professionals living and work-
ing in Vienna longer term. Brussels 
has hosted CEMES interns for the 
last two years and for some time be-
fore that had people on a more ad 
hoc basis, and each intern has made 
their mark in remarkable ways with 
the younger and fringe members.

Might the Council give thought to 
how its tradition of fostering voca-
tions might continue. I have the great-
est confidence in Patrick as a model 
supervisor and the environment as 
seriously formational. Might your 
expertise in this matter be carried 
forward into this latest chapter of the 
Diocese’s life. This is an important 
part of the emerging Diocesan Strat-
egy, and I know Vienna’s track record 
in this sphere qualifies you uniquely 
to help us. The rewards may be slow 
to be evident, but they will be real. 

William Gulliford, 
Director of Ordinands

Letter to Christ Church
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Our 2016 Advent Bazaar was a big success. We worked hard and we 
enjoyed ourselves in line with the tradition that has been built over 

many years. We welcomed hundreds of visitors who shopped steadily 
throughout the day and enjoyed the international food and drink available.

The Bazaar brings together such a wide range of committed and talented 
people from our church and the wider English speaking community in Vi-
enna to form small teams that set up stalls, cook, sell, serve, and more. 
This creates one big team that can be very proud of what it achieves over 
just two days.

The event this year was again generously sponsored by a range of busi-
nesses in Vienna. This sponsorship, and the remarkable voluntary efforts, 
have enabled us to raise substantial funds to support our church and our 
selected charities.

On the next page, you can see a few snapshots of the event. More photos 
(in colour) can be viewed at the Christ Church website.

Bazaar 2016

Derek Lacey
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We had so often taken a detour 
through the Botanical Gar-

dens on our way home and it was al-
ways a step into a different world. We 
loved the variety of trees and plants, 
of leaf and colour, and the beauty of 
each season. Beyond a few facts and 
figures though we knew nothing of 
its ‘workings’, of its stories.

It was a great privilege 
then, one Saturday morn-
ing in early October, to 
be guided through the 
Gardens by the Director, 
Professor Michael Kiehn. 
We were a large group 
from Christ Church and 
the link was our own Dr. 
Rose Samuel, who not 
only arranged the tour for 

us but also the gift of glorious au-
tumn sunshine!

Before we even turned to the plants 
and trees we were delightfully and 
fully engaged by Prof. Kiehn himself 
who proved to be not only immense-
ly learned but also wonderfully gift-
ed in the joyous communication of 
his knowledge, his lifelong work and 
his passion.  

We started our tour by the entrance 
gate, looking at the wild fig tree 
which normally wouldn’t survive the 
winters here but does so because of 
the protection of the wall. The fruit 
though that it bears is unfertilized 
and therefore falls off without ripen-
ing. 

As any gardener knows the task of 
planting and planning necessitates 
a whole new perspective on time. 
Short term goals for the Botani-
cal Gardens come to fruition in 3-5 
years, mid term goals in 10-15 years 
and long term goals in 50 plus years. 
A lesson here for our age of instant 
gratification.
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Last year was the 650th anniversary 
of the University of Vienna and one 
of the short term goals was to name 
a plant, ‘University of Wien’. A few 
metres on from the fig tree we saw 
this plant in full bloom - a brilliantly 
coloured pink-red Dahlia, developed 
by an Austrian nursery. By the way, 
the flowers of the Dahlia are edible 
and delicious in salad we were told – 
they would add a spectacular touch 
as well. 

In a much larger pot we saw the 
Grass Tree—the oldest in Europe—
which hasn’t flowered as it seems 
that the flowering is triggered by 
fire, a common factor in Australia. 
In their country of origin they are 
known as ‘Black Boys’ as after the 
fires the bottom grassy leaves are 
burnt black. This specimen was sent 
here in the mid 19th century by the 
then Director of the Melbourne Bo-
tanical Gardens, Ferdinand Muller.

There are altogether an astounding 
12,000 cultivated plants of which 
three quarters come from other 
countries. Prof. Kiehn told us that 
the Botanical Gardens are at the cut-
ting edge of new research and dis-
coveries. Rose’s valuable work is in 
the molecular laboratory, showing 
how plants are related to each other. 
A look at the bed of Veronica plants 
revealed that despite the divergence 
in size, leaf shape and colour, all 
of them came from a single ances-
tor. This fact should have been clear 
from the single word ‘Veronica’ but 
would definitely have escaped my 

understanding had it not been ex-
plained to us. 

As we walked along the Endlicher-
Fenzel-Kerner Weg  we learnt about 
the systematic planting in the Gar-
dens as a whole which changes all 
the time with new studies. These 
early Directors of the Botanical Gar-
dens started planting in groups ac-
cording to their evolution. As the 
Gardens slope upwards the plants 
themselves change from primitive in 
evolutionary terms, such as Magno-
lia, to complex – and this was before 
Darwin published his Theory of Evo-
lution. 

We not only heard how plants 
evolve, but also how planting had to 
change from round beds to oblong 
beds as labour became more costly 
after WW1 and with the invention of 
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mowing machines oblong beds were 
easier to manage. But then a twist in 
the story—round beds, based on a 
map of their systematic arrangement 
in 1885, have been reintroduced. 
This has only become possible be-
cause of an extraordinarily dedicated 
‘maniac’ of a gardener from Ger-
many who came to the Gardens four 
years ago, and works day and night 
and weekends. Involuntarily I started 
looking around but we were given 
no clue as to his whereabouts at the 
moment of speaking!

We stopped by an Ironwood Tree – 
this is its common name, not only 
because it is hard but also because 
it is dense and sinks in water. It was 
a mass of interacting stems – an apt 
metaphor for how we humans can 
grow together. ‘Wienerin aus alle 
Welt’.

The end of our tour took us to the 
largest group of ‘Tall’ Bamboos north 
of the Alps, brought to Vienna in 
1880 by Ernst Henry Chinese Wil-
son. Bamboos normally flower after 
30 years and then die, so 
how is it that these are still 
flourishing after nearly 140 
years? It is believed that in 
our climactic conditions all 
their energy goes into sim-
ply surviving – they don’t 
flower, and therefore don’t 
die. But two other groups 
of bamboos have been 
planted just in case!

Our tour had theoretically 
ended, but we were given 

an encore. We stopped by the larg-
est of the two Gingkos, dedicated to 
Mona Lisa Steiner, mother of Helen 
(departed member of Christ Church) 
and Ruth. Mona Lisa fled the Nazis 
in the thirties and went to the Phil-
ippines where she became the first 
European woman to work on Philip-
pine botany and herself founded the 
Philippine Orchid Society. She was 
highly acknowledged when she re-
turned to Vienna and created here a 
new School of Tropical Botany.

The Gingko is magnificent and was 
Mona Lisa Steiner’s favourite tree. 
We also looked at the female speci-
men, right beside the large Gingko, 
and full of seeds. The seeds become 
very smelly and are edible! 

Over Kaffee und Kuchen Prof. Kiehn 
was warmly thanked for what had 
been a fascinating morning for all 
of us. He himself then thanked us 
for apparently being such an excep-
tional group that he would be more 
than happy to lead another tour next 
year!  

è
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Men, women and children have 
been on the move since time 

immemorial. Some try to escape 
misery—famine or other threats to 
their lives—while others are simply 
striving for a better life in a more 
conducive environment. In the past, 
those in power deported or resettled 
sections of the population in order 
to increase economic activity in new 
locations. Economic investors at-
tracted workers, whether working or 
forced enslaved and indentured. All 
migrants had to rearrange their lives 
in a new society. Bringing with them 
their own emotions and spiritual-
ity, they tried to recreate what was 
important to them while shedding 
those aspects of the old culture that 
had forced them to leave. Nineteenth 
century migration from Europe was 
in essence a flight from economic 
disaster zones.

At the turn of the 20th century, pat-
terns of migration changed in the 
northern hemisphere (which in fact 
covers just a quarter of the globe). 
Host nations adopted a policy of 
nationalization—americanization, 
germanization or other—and called 
on migrants to assimilate by sur-
rendering unconditionally their own 
culture. Under the Habsburg and 
Ottoman empires, a mass upsurge 
of refugees was born; this was fol-
lowed by the Great Depression (one 
of many) and more devastation and 
refugees. In the colonized southern 
hemisphere, oppressed peoples be-
gan to stand up for their rights. After 
decolonization in the middle of the 

Migration Past and Present

19th century, they were subjected to 
unequal terms of trade in many parts 
of the world. Labourers—men and 
women—were no longer enslaved, 
but were and still are remunerated 
miserably. Still, urban and industrial 
centres emerged and widespread ru-
ral-to-urban migration changed per-
spectives and opened opportunities.

Seemingly endless wars were fought 
over resources, domination and 
influence. Each war—male affairs, all 
of them—resulted in large numbers 
of refugees, the majority remaining 
in Africa rather than heading for 
societies with greater material 
wealth. Since the 1830s, the region 
of competition between the Czarist 
and British empires ranging from 
Afghanistan to Syria-Palestine has 
been an arena of contention between 
powerful groups and states.

Refugees fleeing from these con-
flicts have reached Austria and Eu-
rope.  Lebanon with a population 
of approximately 4 million has ab-
sorbed1.5 million refugees; in pro-
portionate terms the 8.5 million 
Austrians should be able to accom-
modate 3 million. How does society 
assimilate newcomers and how do 
the newcomers adapt to Austrian 
surroundings or those in other so-
cieties? During the session on 31 
January 2017, we will familiarize 
ourselves with mobilities in the more 
distant past, and on 7 February we 
will discuss 20th century and pre-
sent-day migrations.

by D
irk H

oerder
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The Eastern Archdeaconry Synod 
2016 was hosted by the War-

saw congregation and held at Do-
bre Miejsce, a residential retreat, 
conference and educational centre 
run by the Warsaw Archdiocese of 
the Roman Catholic Church.  Situ-
ated in the Bielany district of War-
saw, it is surrounded by extensive 
woodland. There was at least one 
reported sighting of wild boars com-
plete with piglets rummaging in the 
undergrowth in the woods late one 
evening!

The Synod attended by some 11 cler-
gy including the Bishop of Gibraltar in 
Europe, The Rt Revd Dr. Robert Innes 
and eighteen lay representatives 
from Athens, Belgrade, Budapest, 
Corfu, Crete, Didim, Istanbul, Izmir, 

Kiev, Moscow, Prague, Warsaw and 
Zagreb well as Vienna. There were 
also thirteen guests, speakers and 
observers, some of whom had come 
from England. Christ Church, Vienna 
was represented Miranda Kopetzky 
as the Diocesan Synod representa-
tive, and Morkor Korley and Angela 
Peake-Herzog as Archdeaconry rep-
resentatives. The Revd Mike Waltner 
joined us for the second time in his 
role as a newly ordained priest.

Meetings began on Thursday even-
ing followed by two full days of pres-
entations, discussion and worship. 
We were joined by members of the 
Warsaw congregation for the Sunday 
morning Sung Eucharist, celebrant 
and preacher was Bishop Robert 
Innes.

continued on p22

Archdeaconry Synod 2016
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In the last two years that I have been to Synods, I have enjoyed the various ses-
sions especially the early morning services although I struggle to wake up early 
and get prepared for them. Flying to Warsaw for the first time, I wasn’t sure 
what to expect but I trusted the Synod would be a success with the experience 
from my previous Synods.

What I have particularly enjoyed is the various reports from the representatives 
of the different chaplaincies. It is the usual practice that reports are submitted 
electronically to all representatives prior to the Synod. With her kind assistance 
and good cooperation Janet Berkovic from the Zagreb chaplaincy since last 
year collects and maps out key issues of the reports, inviting representatives 
forward to talk about them and providing participants a forum for comments/
discussions. Knowing that the church council has had discussions on the re-
furbishment of the centre, I still think we are fortunate to have a building for 
church services and a centre for other activities. Some parishes/chaplaincies 
are really struggling to have places to worship; some having visiting priests and 
can’t afford financially to take care of a full time priest. Some chaplaincies are 
faced directly with the refugee crisis such as Greece, Ukraine and Turkey. The 
political/economic situation in these areas has its impact, as demonstrated in a 
presentation by the Revd. Canon Malcolm Bradshaw, Senior Anglican Chaplain 
in Athens on the church’s close involvement with refugees both in and out of 
the Athens community.

With all that might be going on, there’s a lot to thank God for. The Anglican 
Church in Greece has now acquired a legal status after 8 years long work and 
the former Reader, Christine Saccali was ordained as a deacon this year at St 
Paul’s Athens. Mike Waltner and Ros Wilkinson who were ordained as priests 
were also called up together with Christine Saccali with a round of applause 
for their successful training and ordination this year during one of the sessions.

On Sunday afternoon we had a tour and a walk into the Warsaw town. His-
tory has a lot to tell about this town. For those of us who opted to go to the 
“Uprising Museum” (Muzeum Powstania Warszawskiego) which is one of the 
most visited places in Warsaw opened on the 60th anniversary of the outbreak 
of fighting in the city, it is a tribute to those who fought and died for a free 
Poland and its capital. The 3D movie of “The City of Ruins” tells so much of 
what Warsaw suffered during the war. Dinner followed before 19:00 in a small 
restaurant in the old town with good food and that ended the day.

It was a good Synod and we thank God for all that happens in our various 
chaplaincies.          Morkor Korley



Wednesday

Second Sunday of Advent

Third Sunday of Advent

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Christmas Day St. Stephen

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols

08.00 Said Eucharist
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Carols

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist and Nativity 
16.00 Christmas Carol Sing-Along
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

11

18

25

December 2016

65

12

19

26 27

20

13

1

4

Monday TuesdaySunday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Prayer Ministry

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Reading Group

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer



09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Theology on tap 
at the Café 

 Museum, 
 Operngasse

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Talk on interreli 
gious relations in 

 Syria

16

232221 24

17

Wednesday
2 3

10987

14 15

Thursday Friday Saturday

New Year’s Eve

Christmas Eve

Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

28 29 30 31

1
1

12.00 Day of Prayer 
    - and Meditation  
17.00 in Advent

10.00 Men’s
 Breakfast

16.00 Christingle 
Service for  
young children

22.45 Midnight Mass

16.30 Eucharist with 
 Carols



Second Sunday of Epiphany

Third Sunday of Epiphany

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Tag des Judentums
Ecumenical Service
St. Johann 
Nepomuk Church

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

January 2017

9 10

1716

23

3130

24

15

22

29

Monday Tuesday

09.30 Holy Communion

Wednesday

11

2 3

18

25

Baptism of Christ

Second Sunday of Christmas

8

1
Sunday

10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Matins

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y



08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Tag des Judentums
Ecumenical Service
St. Johann
Nepomuk Church

10

31

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.00 Ecumenical Service  
for Week of Prayer  
for Christian Unity
at Syrian Orthodox
Church, Vienna 10

09.30 Holy Communion

17.00 Prayer with 
 Movement

27 28

Wednesday

11

4 5

12 13 14

21201918

25 26

6 7
Thursday Friday Saturday

Epiphany
10.00 Sung Eucharist

16.00 Last Chance 
 Carols

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y

Archdeacon Collin 
Wil l iams vis it ing 
Christ Church on 20 

to 22 January
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Winter is here. Or at least, the cold weather is here. But it’s also a good time 
to be thinking about the new year, new growth and new friendships. Members 
of the Six O’clock service with the Chaplain are organising a weekend away in 
late February on the theme of discipleship. We will consider fundamental as-
pects of our life of faith together leaving plenty of time for fun and fellowship. 
Our own clergy will be leading the sessions for an interactive and yet relaxing 
weekend away. Our location will be Stift Göttweig and the dates are 17-19 
February. The cost is approximately 120 EUR per person. Please join us! Make 
your reservation via the church office.

The programme for the 24 January session Soundings is “Planned Giving: Leav-
ing a Legacy”. It will be presented by Lynn Finnegan.  When we think of giving, 
we usually focus on a charitable event, an annual gift, an offering on Sunday, 
or a tithe.  Even those who have prepared a Last Will and Testament or a Trust 
are often only thinking in terms of their family and heirs. Legacy planning is 
an integral extension of our lifetime giving and can provide an impact long 
after death.  A planned gift can provide an unexpected joy and a much-needed 
boast to organizations that treasured the support during your lifetime.  Lynn 
Finnegan is an attorney licensed in the United States for thirty years, with a 
practice devoted to estate planning and probate for the last 24 years prior to 
her move to Vienna.  She has presented general public seminars on legacy and 
estate planning in her community in Los Alamos, New Mexico, as well as on 
behalf of charitable organizations and her congregation at Trinity on the Hill 
Episcopal Church.

Once again the church will be open for a time of prayer and reflection on Sat-
urday 3 December. Advent is a word derived from the Latin “adventus” mean-
ing coming or arrival. It is the first season of the Church’s year and tradition-
ally one of prayer and fasting in preparation of the Lord’s coming at Christmas. 
The church will be open from 12.00 to 17.00. At 14.00 the Revd Aileen Hackl 
will hold a service of prayer for healing. At 15.00 we will have prayers for 
peace. As it is the day before the Austrian presidential election, prayers for 
our host nation will be at the forefront of our minds. Evening Prayer with an 
Advent Meditation will begin at 16.00. This year led by Lynn Finnegan. All are 
welcome. People are invited to come and go as they wish, spending time in 
quiet contemplation. Evening Prayer with an Advent Meditation will begin at 
16.00. Anyone who cannot come to the church but who has a specific prayer 
request should place it in the prayer ministry box at the back of the church or 
send an email to office@christchurchvienna.org. Please contact Lucille Curran 
for more information.
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The theme of this year’s retreat is “Growing in faith with examples from 
the life and writings of St John of the Cross”. The dates are 23-25 June. The 
retreat is being led by the Revd Dr Jennifer Moberly. Jennifer is presently a 
tutor at Cranmer Hall, Durham. She is a former member of Christ Church (see 
Crossways August/September 2016). This is a very well-attended weekend. 
Often overbooked. Book early so as not to be disappointed. Please book your 
place via Andrew Rooke.

We will be ready to welcome you with Gluhwein and cheese in the church 
centre after the Advent Carol Service, and with Swedish Gloegg and finger food 
after the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols. The Sunday in between is our 
annual Carol Singalong in the church, followed by more Gluhwein, as well as 
sausages and hot mince-pies. We look forward to seeing you!

The Christian faith is a religion with a great diversity of ideas and traditions. It 
can seem complex often causing us to ask questions. Perhaps you have a ques-
tion you have always wanted to ask. Perhaps you have an unbelieving friend 
who has a question and you are not quite sure how to address it. And perhaps 
these questions do not seem to fit with other facets of our church life together. 
Then please join us for our next Theology on Tap. Three local ministers will 
walk into a café and spend an evening taking your questions, doing their best 
to offer a few thoughts and perhaps even some answers. The ministers include 
Revd. Mike Waltner, Revd. Maria Scharffenberg from the Swedish Lutheran 
Church, and Revd. Dr. Robert Kinney. We will be meeting on Wednesday, De-
cember 7, at 6pm (questions at 7pm) at Café Museum (Operngasse 7, just by 
Karlsplatz). So grab a friend, come along, enjoy and a drink and some food, 
and jump into some challenging discussions.

This year the Tuesday evening Lent group will be based on Archbishop Rowan 
Williams’s little book Being Disciples, Essentials of the Christian life. The topics 
he addresses are: Being disciples; Faith, hope and love; Forgiveness; Holiness; 
Faith in Society; and Life in the Spirit. To whet your appetite here is one short 
extract. “Being with the Master is recognizing that who you are is finally going 
to be determined by your relationship with him. If other relationships seek to 
define you in a way that distorts this basic relationship, you ... lose the pos-
sibility of a love more than you could have planned or realised for yourself. ” 
Please place your order for the book by 15 January via the church office. It will 
cost around EUR 10.
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The Synod concluded at midday on 
Sunday. Afterwards we had a con-
ducted tour of the old town on Sun-
day afternoon ending with dinner. 

Bible Study: The Revd Neil Richard-
son (British Methodist Church) led 
three sessions of bible study on St. 
Paul, his understanding of ministry, 
the possible use of Paul’s writings in 
the renewal of the church as well as 
a useful resource for public ministry.

Report from Athens on work with 
migrants: The Revd Canon Malcolm 
Bradshaw reported on the devel-
opments both in Athens and more 
widely in Greece since early 2015. 
He mentioned his recent visit to four 
refugee camps on the Macedonian 
border where over 60,000 people 
are living following the closure of the 
border. There are over 20,000 chil-
dren in these camps requiring pro-
tection, schooling and much more. 

Safeguarding in the Diocese: Ian 
Carter, the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Manager briefed us on the present 
status of implementation of the CofE 
policy as it relates to the Diocese.  
As policy and guidance develop into 
practice, training at various levels 
is being carried out throughout the 
Diocese/Archdeaconries. 

The Diocese in Europe: Bishop Rob-
ert Innes spoke on living in an era of 
globalisation and the uncertain times 
facing countries of the European Un-
ion and beyond. He noted that the 
character of the seven archdeacon-
ries in the Diocese differs consider-

ably and that they face very different 
challenges. The Bishop also noted 
that as a minority church in Europe 
relations with the majority churches 
are important, mentioning the excel-
lent relations at the highest levels 
between the Church of England and 
several Orthodox churches, as well 
as the Roman Catholic Church. 

Archdeacon Colin Williams thanked 
everyone for the support received in 
his first year as archdeacon. Men-
tioning the Diocesan Strategy, the 
Archdeacon noted that a Youtube 
channel is to be launched by the Di-
ocese to show short videos of what 
is happening around the diocese and 
how the strategy is working. 

Adrian Mumford, Diocesan Secre-
tary spoke on the role of the Dioc-
esan Office, including the Finance 
Secretary Nick Wraight, the Appoint-
ments Secretary Catherine Jackson 
and the Ministry Team. He noted 
that the Archdeaconry representa-
tives should help the chaplaincy 
councils understand the process of 
safeguarding.

Communications in the Diocese: 
a new website is to be launched in 
the near future; the Yearbook will be 
posted on the website and will no 
longer be printed; the cycle of prayer 
is also available on the website. 
There will be elections of the Arch-
deaconry Representatives in 2017 at 
the annual meetings. 

Ecclesiastical Art: Dominik Chmie-
liski from the Krakow congrega-

(continued from p14)
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tion explained the tradition of icon 
painting and the guidelines of de-
signing and painting the images. 
He also talked briefly on the stained 
glass windows he designs and pro-
duces. More information on the 
website:pracowniwitrazy.eu.

Reports from the Chaplaincies: Re-
ports had been received and circu-
lated prior to the synod from most 
of the chaplaincies. Janet Berković 
(Zagreb) noted how the archdea-
conry and the diocese have been 
affected by the refugee crisis, ter-
rorist attacks and the general tur-
bulent economic situation through-
out the region. Several participants 
spoke on the present situation in 

Turkey and how they are deal-
ing with the additional challenges. 
Christina Laschenko spoke on the 
lesser known migrant crisis facing 
the Ukraine, with more than four 
million refugees largely from the 
Crimea and eastern Ukraine.  

In line with the diocesan strategy, 
mention was made of relations with 
the orthodox churches as well as the 
importance of being a welcoming 
church, developing ministry, test-
ing vocations and striving for a just 
and sustainable world. Prayers were 
asked not only for the chaplaincies, 
but also for peace in the region, rec-
onciliation and responding to human 
need.

On Sunday, 6 November, the 
congregation was pleased and 

honoured to welcome the newly 
appointed Bishop of the Old Catho-
lic Church in Austria, Bishop Heinz 
Lederleitner, to the 10.00 service. 
Christ Church enjoys a close re-
lationship with the Old Catholic 
Church and former Bishop Bern-
hard Heitz is a familiar figure with-
in our midst. We enjoyed the new 
Bishop’s sermon, as well as the op-
portunity to meet him and Marina 
after the service. Crossways hopes 
to publish an interview with him 
in  the near future, and learn more 
about his church and its relation-
ship with the Anglican Church.

Bishop Heinz Lederleitner
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From the Church Registers

On 14 August 2016 Ethan Lewis Sherwood

On 21 August 2016 Ella Louise Radlberger

On 25 September 2016  Sam Warren

After many years as the initia-
tor and leader of the annual 

Animal Blessing Service, the Revd. 
Aileen Hackl handed over the or-
ganization this year to Frank Sauer. 
Frank is a Franciscan Tertiary—a 
lay member of the Third Order of 
Saint Francis—so given the fact that 
St. Francis is the patron saint of an-
imals, he was an obvious sucessor. 

The Saturday afternoon service on 
22 October was attended by nine 
dogs, their human escorts and two 
additional animal lovers—this year 
there were no cats—and once again 
the occasion was one of both joy 
and dignity. It was a proud mo-
ment indeed when each four-legged 
member of the congregation in turn 
received a blessing from Aileen, 
who continues to play a key role in 
the service. 

Those who do not share their lives 
and homes with pets may not un-
derstand the close bond between 
pets and their human companions. 
For those with animals, the blessing 
of a pet, particularly those nearing 

All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voice and with us sing: 
alleluia, alleluia!  
O burning sun with golden beam, 
and shining moon with silver gleam, 
O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

the end of their time with us, has 
a very special significance. Frank 
very ably continued in Aileen’s tra-
dition, adding some extra elements 
to the service.

Frank Sauer

All Creatures of our God and King
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In 1941, in the dark days of Hitler’s 
World War II bombing of England, 

C.S. Lewis was invited by the BBC to 
give four short talks about Christiani-
ty. He was by then an Oxford don with 
an impressive reputation as a schol-
ar of medieval literature and a man 
who had embraced Christianity after 
early years as an atheist. Lewis was 
already a rising star in circles con-
cerned with Christian apologetics. 

A novice at radio broadcasting, he 
seized the BBC’s invitation as an 
opportunity to contribute to what 
he foresaw would be the great task 
of re-Christianizing Britain and the 
western world in light of the relent-
less secularism of our age. Later, he 
put together his radio scripts (there 
grew to be several more than the 
original four), added material and 
Mere Christianity was the product of 
his endeavor. Its publisher claims 
that since 2001 alone, Mere Christi-
anity has sold 3.5 million copies.

A prolific writer, C.S. Lewis seems 
never to have been at a loss for 
words. The impact of his writings re-
verberates and has only grown larger 
in the half-century since his death. 
As a reader, I can claim no more than 
superficial and partial acquaintance 
with the contemporary literary apol-
ogetics of Christianity but Mere Chris-
tianity stands out for its clear focus 
on the basics and for the imaginative 
use that Lewis makes of analogies 
and metaphors. His genius is to con-
vey profound truths in simple and 
compelling language. 20th century 

Mere Christianity

academic theologians like Karl Barth 
and Paul Tillich dealt with faith and 
doctrine at a scholarly level and their 
contributions may be indispensable 
for refreshing the intellectual herit-
age of Christianity among inquiring 
minds in universities and seminaries. 
Lewis, however, strove for “a stand-
ard of plain, central Christianity 
which puts the controversies of the 
moment in their proper perspective.”

Lewis was eager to claim what he 
believed was the common ground of 
Christianity. Although an Anglican, 
he was the least sectarian of Chris-
tian apologists. This was an impor-
tant trait of Lewis’s. His biographer 
and literary executor, Walter Hooper, 
wrote: “Almost as soon as he became 
a Christian, he found that many of 
his co-religionists were far more in-
terested in talking about the differ-
ences between Christians than what 
they had in common.” This was 
the very opposite of Lewis’s tem-
perament and inclination. His broad 
catholicity of spirit permeates Mere 
Christianity. It has helped to make 
him an influential figure in broad 
swaths of Christianity today, from 
Pentecostal evangelicals to Roman 
Catholics. 

Mere Christianity never equivo-
cates as it sets out a rational basis 
for Christian faith and builds on it a 
structure of compassionate morality. 
Lewis wanted his readers to under-
stand that Christianity is not a reli-
gion of flitting angels and blind faith, 
but of rational thought, free will, by
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Mere Christianity

divine love for suffering humankind 
and the experience of God’s grace 
through the Trinity. Another Lewis 
biographer, the Anglican priest-
scientist Alister McGrath, describes 
Lewis’s approach:

“Mere Christianity does not set out 
to provide deductive arguments for 
the existence of God. As Austin Far-
rer perceptively remarked…Lewis 
makes us ‘think we are listening to 
an argument’ when we in reality ‘are 
presented with a vision; and it is the 
vision that carries conviction.’ This 
vision appeals to the human long-
ing for truth, beauty, and goodness. 
Lewis’s achievement is to show that 
what we experience “fits in” with the 
idea of God.

“For Lewis, Christianity is the ‘big 
picture’ which weaves together the 
strands of experience and observa-
tion into a compelling pattern. The 
first part of Mere Christianity is en-
titled ‘Right and Wrong as a Clue to 
the Meaning of the Universe.’ It is 
important to note this carefully cho-
sen term clue. Lewis is noting that 
the world is emblazoned with such 
‘clues,’ none of which individually 
proves anything, but which taken 
together give a cumulative case for 
believing in God.”

Lewis goes on to argue that there is 
a fundamental moral code that we 
human beings instinctively know. 
This is something “higher” than us. 
It is an objective norm, “a real law 
which we did not invent and which 
we know we ought to obey.” 

Quoting McGrath again, “If there is 
a God, this would provide a firmer 
foundation for the deep human in-
stinct and intuition that objective 
moral values exist, and a defense of 
morality against more irresponsible 
statements of ethical relativism….
Although everyone knows about this 
law, everyone still fails to live up to 
it. Lewis thus suggests that the foun-
dation of all clear thinking about 
ourselves and the universe we live in 
‘consists of our knowledge of a mor-
al law and our failure to observe it. 
This awareness ought to “arouse our 
suspicions” that there is Something 
which is directing the universe, and 
which appears in me as a law urging 
me to do right and making me feel 
responsible and uncomfortable when 
I do wrong.” Lewis goes on from 
there to talk about other “clues” that 
shape what Christians believe about 
God. One example: Citing his own 
youth as an atheist, he writes “My 
argument against God was that the 
universe seemed so cruel and unjust. 
But how had I got this idea of just 
and unjust? A man does not call a 
line crooked unless he has some idea 
of a straight line.”

Another: Christianity “is a religion 
you could not have guessed. If it of-
fered us just the kind of universe we 
had always expected, I should feel 
we were making it up. But, in fact, it 
is not the sort of thing anyone would 
have made up. It has just that queer 
twist about it that real things have….
[It] is the Christian view that this is 
a good world that has gone wrong, 
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but still retains the memory of what 
it ought to have been.” 

After reasoning about the nature of 
God, Lewis goes on to explore hu-
man behavior from a Christian per-
spective. He celebrates Christian 
understanding of hope, faith, charity, 
and forgiveness. He warns about the 
sin of pride as the greatest corrupt-
ing force in human affairs. 

He also tackles gender roles, human 
sexuality and family life. Here, from 
a 21st century perspective, sincere 
Christians may differ about how well 
his convictions have withstood the 
test of time. Certainly he was a prod-
uct of his own time, as we all are, 
and contemporary problems of sex-
ual identity and integrity of conduct 
have progressed way beyond the 
frame of reference of his time. One 
should note that, until late in life, he 
was a well-sheltered scholar and a 
man of limited experience regarding 
sex and people’s expectations vis-à-
vis human relationships and needs. 
Christians today who struggle with 
new understandings of the meaning 
of marriage, family and sexual mo-
rality may find him less of a guide 
on these issues—in all his writings—
than he is on many other subjects. 

Taken as a whole, though, Mere 
Christianity remains an excellent 
starting point for anyone seeking to 
know what the enduring essentials 
of Christianity are and why Christian 
belief makes sense in our broken and 
suffering world. 

Let me end with a few short samples 
of the flavor of Lewis’s thought in 
Mere Christianity:

On how we shape our character: 
“Good and evil both increase at com-
pound interest. That is why the little 
decisions you and I make every day 
are of such infinite importance.” 

On pride and spiritual blindness: “In 
God you come up with something which 
is in every respect immeasurably supe-
rior to yourself….A proud man is always 
looking down on things and people. And 
of course as long as you are looking 
down, you cannot see something that is 
above you.”

On pride and power: “There is nothing 
that makes a man feel more superior to 
others as being able to move them about 
like toy soldiers.” 

On the necessity of choice and com-
mitment: “We are like eggs at present. 
And you cannot go on indefinitely being 
just an ordinary, decent egg. We must be 
hatched or go bad….This is the whole of 
Christianity.”

On God’s presence in our lives: “God 
is not hurried along in the Time-stream 
of this universe any more than an author 
is hurried along in the imaginary time of 
his own novel. He has infinite attention 
to spare for each one of us….You are as 
much alone with Him as if you were the 
only being He had ever created. When 
Christ died, He died for you individually 
just as much as if you had been the only 
man in the world.”
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This year Christ Church donated 
money as well as time to sup-

port the work of Rachel’s Vineyard. 
Rachel’s Vineyard is a non-denomi-
national, spiritual and psychological 
ministry for both men and women 
after a voluntary pregnancy termi-
nation (or miscarriage) who seek the 
healing of their hearts and to be rec-
onciled to themselves, their child, 
significant others and God. 

Rachel’s Vineyard was founded in 
Pennsylvania about thirty years ago 
by American psychologist Theresa 
Burke. At a weekend retreat, partici-
pants are led through Scripture in a 
meditative, interactive, contempla-
tive and non-judgemental fashion. 
The group is accompanied by several 
volunteer co-workers, a priest and a 
counsellor. Often participants have 

not told anyone about their pregnan-
cy termination and feel very alone. 
The retreat is always well isolated 
to ensure confidentiality and safety 
and co-workers never mention who 
was there and what was said. Peo-
ple who have come through Rachel’s 
Vineyard testify that they haven’t felt 
such deep peace, healing and free-
dom since termination. The retreat 
begins Friday afternoon and ends 
Sunday afternoon with the Eucha-
rist. 

For information you can contact Tara 
Harbeck, beckharat@alkyon.net, 
who has been a co-worker and oc-
casional facilitator at RV retreats for 
several years, or check the U.S. web-
site: www.rachelsvineyard.org, or 
the German website: www.rachels-
weinberg.de.

From Your Choir Director

Thank you for the warm welcome I have received at Christ Church. I have been 
impressed by the singing of both the congregation and the choir members. I be-
lieve that music is a powerful way of professing our hope and our faith but spoken 
words of kindness are even more valuable than that.

Just to remind everyone that we are still taking in new singers, whether for a short 
or long period. We get together on a Thursday evening at the Church Centre at 
19.00 and sing on 3 Sundays a month. If you can only commit to a week or two 
at a time, that is also fine.

We know how busy everyone is. But it would be sad to get old with that one 
regret of never having sung in a choir. It is one of the great joys in life and at 
Christ Church you are lucky enough to have friendly singers already there, plus 
a great organist.

You can write to me at christchurchchoir@gmx.atwith any questions or to say 
that you would like to check us out! Wishing you a joyous Advent, Joan

We support Rachel’s Vineyard
by Tara Stockton
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out ceasing”.  In our Christian 
walk, we have the opportunity to 
pray in many ways: communally 
in a church service, in small prayer 
groups, through journaling, medi-
tation, and walks in nature.  We 
pray aloud in song and quietly in 
our heart.  As Brother Lawrence 
exemplified, we can “practice the 

presence of God” in everything 
we do.

Prayer through Movement will 
introduce you to the practice of 
Christian yoga and is another 
way to incorporate prayer 
into your life.  Ten years ago, 
I began a yoga practice and 
quickly became excited by 
the health benefits I expe-
rienced.  A Christian friend 
was sceptical: wasn’t yoga 
a Hindu spiritual practice? 

Well, yes and no.  Yes, yoga 
has its origins in Hinduism, 
and there are many such 
practitioners.  The prac-

tice has rapidly adapted, 
however, to move-

ment focused on 
the physical bene-
fits of strength and 
flexibility, and the 
emotional benefits 

of stress relief 
and relaxa-

tion.  Many 
different 
yoga class-

es are now 

offered, ranging from gentle and 
slow relaxation to intense strength 
routines for professional athletes.  
My friend’s scepticism encouraged 
me, however, to explore the spir-
itual side of yoga by specifically 
incorporating Christian prayer into 
the movements.  I quickly discov-
ered yoga was an opportunity to 
be strengthened in mind, body and 
spirit.  I became fascinated by the 
opportunity to share my Christian 
faith by using my skills as a certi-
fied fitness instructor and personal 
trainer. 

Prayer through movement, dance, 
and bodily expression has deep 
roots in Biblical history and litur-
gical movement and is not limited 
to yoga principles.  These classes, 
though, will focus on basic yoga 
moves and will incorporate scrip-
ture passages and Christian music.  
The Lord’s Prayer will be prayed 
through a sequence of yoga poses.  
No experience necessary!  All that 
is needed is a yoga mat (or suitable 
exercise mat), an open heart and 
mind, and a willingness to move.  
Adaptations will be shown for dif-
ferent skill levels and physical re-
strictions.

Classes will be Fridays, 27 Janu-
ary, and 3 and 10 February in the 
Church Centre. Classes for those 
with NO prior yoga experience will 
be held from 17.30 to 18.15. Class-
es for those with prior experience 
will be held from 18.30 to 19.15.

Prayer through Movement
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Sunday, 5 June gave this often heard 
phrase a whole new meaning…

It was an early start but clouds were 
gathering and there was a light rain 
in the air so we had little hope of 
seeing the magnificent view from 
Stift Gottweig that we’d heard so 
much about. There were no other 
bikers around as we rode up the final 
hill and in the Hof itself there were 
just a handful. We were happy to be 
there but our expectations weren’t 
high. Sheltering from the rain under 
a tree on a piece of high ground we 
took in the scene and waited.

The first cavalcade to arrive seemed 
to have done this before as it swung 
round and lined up facing the church. 
They were all women! Other groups 
arrived through the arch as the first 
notes of the organ rang out. We went 
up the steps of the distinctive portico 
and joined those standing at the back 
of the full church. To my eyes it’s a 
strange interior—Baroque decora-
tion on tall Gothic dimensions—but 
an inspiring address and a visiting or-
chestra made it a memorable Messe, 
finishing with the Hallelujah Chorus!

The Hof was half full of bikes and 
bikers as we came out and in a few 
minutes we were all standing by our 
machines. The congregation crowded 
together on the portico steps and the 
Abbot and priests stepped forward.  

There was silence for the well-cho-
sen reading from the Book of Tobias. 
The blind holy man, Tobit, gives his 
son, Tobias, the task of travelling to 
a distant land to collect money ow-
ing to him. As he sends him off he 
says, “May you have a good journey, 
and God be with you on your way, 
and his angel accompany you.” The 
prayers also reminded us that when 
we travel we are not alone, and the 
triple response to “Gott, erhöre uns” 
was a resounding cacophony of bike 
horns!

The Abbot then raised his hand to 
give us all God’s blessing before mak-
ing his way through the lines of bikes 
and sprinkling us all—machines 
and humans alike—with holy water.

We did indeed feel blessed as we 
rode out in convoy at the end of a 
memorable visit to Stift Gottweig.

by R
osalind Shakespear

Bikers’ Blessing

The Rev. Mike Waltner leads a Remembrance Sunday service in Cunovo, Slovakia at the site 
of the memorial to British airmen shot down in Bratislava in 1944 
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Au Pair sought  
Austrian family in Purkersdorf looking 
for English-speaking babysitter/au-
pair to look after 7-year-old son.

2-3 afternoons per week as well as 
occasional weekend babysitting. Live-
in option as au-pair also possible. 
Please contact Ms Carmen Hebauer 
on + 43 664 1318582.

House/dogsitter 
We are looking for a family who 
would like to live in our house for 
the first three weeks in August next 
year, while looking after our two dogs 
and two cats. We are a few hundred 
metres from the Lobau National Park 
surrounded by nature in Vienna’s 22 
district. Swimming pool, sauna, bikes, 
car etc. at your disposal! Please call 
Judy at 0650/4747473.

CofE Internship scheme at 
Christ Church for those want-
ing to explore ministry within 
the structures of the church

Building on the success of exist-
ing gap year projects the Church of 
England is working towards afford-
ing more young adults aged 18-29 
an opportunity to explore ministry 
in a parish setting. The aim is to of-
fer 250 places per annum by 2023. 
The scheme consists of three key 
elements: practical experience, per-
sonal development and theological 
training. The Christ Church Council 
is supporting the scheme and, all be-
ing well, we will have our first intern 
by September of next year. There 
is one major hurdle that has to be 
overcome and that is accommoda-
tion that Christ Church has to pro-
vide and we need your help. Besides 
financial support Christ Church 
must find accommodation for the in-
tern. Do you have a spare room in 
your home or a small flat available? 
It may be possible to provide a small 
contribution towards rent. If you can 
help or if you know of some accom-
modation that remains vacant for 
most of the year please contact me 
asap. The initiative is a response to 
the Archbishops’ Council’s priority 
of encouraging vocations amongst 
young adults. It also fits with our 
own mission statement: Led by 
God’s grace we aim to reach out to 
younger generations in ways that 
affirm the relevance of the Christian 
faith for today. The Chaplain

A Christmas Carol 
Open House Theatre presents 
Charles Dickens’ timeless tale of 
Ebebezer Scrooge, who is visited by 
three ghosts on Christmas Eve, each 
showing him the wrongs of his ways 
and warning him to take Christmas 
into his heart. Performances in Eng-
lish, for all the family.

Kunst im Prückel, Bieberstrasse 2, 
1010 Vienna (beneath Cafe Prück-
el), December 1st-22nd; even-
ing performances 7.30pm Tues-
day-Saturday; matinees at 3pm 
on Saturdays and Sundays. Visit 
www.openhousetheatre.at, email: 
tickets@openhousetheatre.at or call 
0680 225 12 90 to book tickets!

Notices
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Dates for your Diary

Dec 3 (Sat) 12.00 Day of Prayer and Meditation in Advent

Dec 6 (Tues) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Dec 7 (Weds) 19.00 Theology on tap at the Café Museum, Operngasse

Dec 10 (Sat) 09.00 Men’s breakfast

Dec 11 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and Nativity

16.00 Sing-along in aid of a charity

Dec 13 (Tues) 18.30 Reading Group ‘Silence’ by Shusaku Endo

Dec 14 (Weds) 19.00 Talk by Prof. Dr Najib Awad on ‘Fracturing 
Mosaic: The complex history of interreligious 
relations in Syria’

Dec 17 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle Service for young children

Dec 18 (Sun) 18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols

Dec 24 (Sat) 22.45 Midnight Mass

Dec 25 (Sun)  08.00 Said Eucharist

10.00 Sung Eucharist with carols

Dec 31 (Sat) 16.30 Eucharist with carols

Jan 1 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist / no 8am service

Jan 6 (Fri) 10.00 Epiphany Sung Eucharist

16.00 Last Chance Carols

Jan 17 (Tues) 1800 Tag des Judentums – ecumenical service, 

St. Johann Nepomuk church, Nepomukgasse 1,  
1020 Wien

Jan 18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Jan 18 (Weds) 18.30  Council Meeting

Jan 20 (Fri) 18.00 Ecumenical Service for the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, Syrian Orthodox Church, 
Stefan-Fadingerplatz, 1100 Wien

Jan 20-22 Archdeacon Colin Williams at Christ Church

Jan 24 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Legacy planning, Lynn Finnegan

Jan 27 (Fri) 17.00 Prayer with movement

Jan 29 (Sun) 10.00 Matins

Feb 15 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting

March 8 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting

March 29 (Wed) 19.00 Annual Chaplaincy Meeting



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




