
ROSSWAYSC
?

News and views from Christ Church Vienna 
the Anglican/Episcopal Church in Austria

N
o.

 9
2 

 O
ct

ob
er

-N
ov

em
be

r 
20

16



2

Postal address: Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna
Church office: Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna ] Tel. and Fax: 714 8900

www.christchurchvienna.org ] office@christchurchvienna.org
also serves Bratislava, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb

Chaplain of Christ Church Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 714 8900
718 5902

Assistant Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 

Licensed Reader Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb) 

Priests with permission Revd. Aileen Hackl 
to officiate Revd. Jan Jensen 

Revd. Clair Filbert-Ullmann 
     Revd. Christian Hofreiter   christian.hofreiter@rzim.eu
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Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berković 00385 98193 1774

The opinions expressed in this publica-
tion are those of the individual authors and 
should not necessarily be considered as car-
rying the endorsement of Christ Church, its 
officers or the Editor.

The cover photo was taken during the Christ 
Church Africa Fest, held on 10 September and 
attended by a large number of the congregation 
and friends. The Chaplain posed with Chuks Agu, 
who recently returned to Vienna with his wife.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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The deadline for submissions 
for the December 2016/January 
2017 issue of CROSSWAYS  is 12 
October. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

Judy

The last issue of Crossways was on the theme 
of vocation and the diversity of articles from past 

and present members of the congregation elicited an 
warm response from readers far and wide. In order 
to make space for all submissions, reports of various 
activities that took place over the summer could not 
be accommodated. That is why the present issue con-
tains what some may construe as old news. Others, I 
trust, will appreciate the scope of events organized in 
and around Christ Church for its congregation, their 
families and the wider community. Not all churches 
can boast such a broad programme! Our commu-
nity includes members with a range of skills, many 
of which have yet to be tapped! If you have a good 
idea for an event, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
Chaplain or members of the Church Council with your 
proposal. Personally, there are many I would love to 
attend, particularly the Tuesday evening Soundings, 
but for those reliant on their own transport, the lack 
of parking space around the church is a problem. 

I trust everyone had a good summer. There was cer-
tainly plenty to enjoy in Austria, including, by and 
large, the weather, not to mention the absence of mos-
quitoes. The Olympics were fascinating but exhaust-
ing, not of course because I took part, but because 
the time difference between Austria and Brazil meant 
I was glued to my TV between 1.30 and 5.00 every 
morning! All in all though, I prefer the fall, with its 
colourful foliage, distinctive autumnal smells and the 
anticipation of slowing down. Summer tends to be 
hectic and energy-sapping, while autumn heralds the 
way to a slower, lazier pace of life where—in theory 
at least—one can curl up with a good book in front 
of the fireplace. At Christ Church, however, there is a 
lot on offer for those who want to keep up the pace: 
the Bazaar on 19 November, under the leadership of 
Derek Lacey, provides numerous opportunities for 
those with time and energy to spare and is crying out 
for new volunteers to help share the load. Some new 
members have already come forward and assumed 
heavy responsibilities while the stalwarts continue to 
make a valuable contribution. Why not join one of our 
Church’s principal outreach activities? Your help will 
be much appreciated ...
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During September and 
October the Old Testa-

ment readings set for Morning 
Prayer are taken from the First 
and the Second Book of Kings. 
One morning during Septem-
ber the reading was composed 
of two stories concerning the 
prophet Elisha. The first was 
that of the widow’s oil and the 
other the episode of how Elisha 
Raises the Shunammite’s don 

(2 Kings 4.1-37). But the episode 
I want to touch on has to do with 
the prophet Micaiah (1 Kings 22.1-
28). His name means “Who is like 
God?” Micaiah is summoned before 
the king to prophesy as to whether 
or not the king will be successful, if 
he decides to go into battle to take 
back Ramoth-Gilead from the King 
of Aram. All the other prophets have 
already testified, 400 in number, 
that the king will be successful. It is 
left to Micaiah to prophesy that the 
king will not succeed; indeed he will 
die. The prophecy is based on a vi-
sion that Micaiah is given in which 
he sees the Lord God, through a 
member of the heavenly host, put-
ting a lying spirit into the mouths 
of the other prophets. In all these 
stories is embedded something that 
invites the reader and the listener to 
stay with them. 

What struck me as we heard the 
reading about the King of Israel and 
the prophet Micaiah and his vision 
of the heavenly court at which one 
of the members of the court puts a 

lying spirit into the King’s prophets 
is that the world in which we live 
is abounding with lies or is infested 
with a lying spirit to stick with the 
Biblical image. In an episode of The 
Good Wife, an American legal and 
political drama television series, 
Peter Florrick, who is running for 
the office of Governor of Illinois, 
combats his opponent’s lie against 
him and his family with another lie.  
Both he and his campaign manager 
assert that the only way you can 
combat a lie is with a bigger lie.

Being honest is out of fashion. Lies 
are sanctioned as long as you are 
not found out. How to take on a 
lie? Tell a bigger one! This down-
ward spiral is not without conse-
quences for relationships between 
friends, couples, families, commu-
nities and especially liberal nation 
states of which Austria is one. More 
and more people do not trust their 
politicians from which their elected 
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leaders will come. The 
story of the prophet Mic-
aiah reminds us that it is 
often against the tide and 
one’s own safety, security 
and well being that people 
are called to speak truth. 
Speaking the truth is cost-
ly. Micaiah is thrown into 
prison for his honesty.

According to one of the 
Proverbs (12:22), “Lying 
lips are an abomination 
to the Lord, but those who 
act faithfully are his de-
light.” The norm is to be 
truthful. To lie is to depart from the 
norm (the Law). Lies subtly and 
lastingly undermine our common 
lives. They affect the quality of our 
relationships. One of the reasons 
for the giving of the Law and the 
Commandments is that they fos-
ter a common life in which each 
is given an opportunity to flourish 
like the grass of the fields (Isaiah 
66.14). In Paul’s letter to the Ephe-
sians (4.9) the believers are urged 
to “Let no evil talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is useful for 
building up, as there is need, so 
that your words may give grace to 
those who hear.” I could have cited 
other examples from the New Tes-
tament.

It remains my contention that 
Christians are called to the high-
est standards of moral rectitude in 
all things. Thereby they become in 

each generation a force for renewal 
that is deeply beneficial, but not 
easily economically quantifiable. 
Truthfulness is to be desired more 
than “gold, even much fine gold.” 
It is also “sweeter also than honey 
and drippings of the honeycomb.” 
(Psalm 19.10) In upholding truth-
fulness we are reminded of Micaiah, 
whose name means, “Who is like 
God?” Is an answer to that question 
to be found, however imperfectly 
realized, in individuals and com-
munities that refrain from lying lips 
and refuse complicity with the lying 
spirit which is ready at every corner 
to lower the bar on truthfulness?

The prophet Micaiah warning Ahab before the battle of Ramoth-Gilead
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Forty-two of us met bright and 
early on Saturday morning, 17 

September. We had a full day ahead 
of us and a punctual start meant 
the entire day ran like clockwork; 
we managed to fit in an ambitious 
programme with no rush, stress or 
delays. The focus was on pilgrim-
age and in particular gratitude for 
the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Our first stop was at the Monastery 
of Klein-Mariazell, where we were 
met by Father Josef. He gave us an 
interesting insight into the history 
and present situation of the monas-
tery as well as a detailed tour of the 
church, the vaults and reliquary. 
He even led us through the Door of 
Mercy into the church where Pat-
rick had arranged for us to hold a 
short morning service. Armed with 
our prayer sheets we took our place 
in the pews ... together with a group 
from a Roman Catholic church in 
Upper Austria and their Nigerian 
priest, who had come to celebrate 
mass in the basilica. Any fears that 
our hymn singing would suffer as 
a result of our fragmented seating 
arrangements were quickly dis-
missed: the Austrian group joined 
in with gusto and seemed to enjoy 
our brief service.

Our next stop was Lilienfeld, an 
altogether larger and very impos-
ing Cistercian monastery originally 
built in the 13th century. We divid-
ed into two groups for an hour-long 
guided tour. Highlights included the 

Ora et Labora

medieval stained glass windows in 
the cloisters as well as the fountain 
that is a feature of every Cistercian 
monastery. 

We ate our packed lunches in a 
park before boarding the bus for 
our “main” destination: Mariazell. 
Our guide at the basilica, Katha-
rina, was a Dutch Protestant who 
spoke almost accentless English. 
We enjoyed her humourous anec-
dotes and apt descriptions. I for one 
will never look at a baroque ceiling 
without recalling her comparison to 
a coating of whipped cream! 

A Mass was taking place in the ba-
silica, so our tour was mainly con-
fined to the treasury in the galleries 
overlooking the basilica. There was 
an awe-inspiring collection of reli-
gious objets d’art and memorabilia, 
ranging from priceless ivory and 
gold miniatures to mundane objects 
such as walking sticks and caps, 
with personal rather than intrin-
sic value. Mariazell has long been 
Central Europe’s foremost place of 
pilgrimage and most of the items 
in the treasury were gifts of grati-
tude for the lives of loved ones, who 
were either healed or passed on.

Following our tour we had time to 
explore Mariazell and many headed 
for the Café Pirker for coffee and 
cake. The Lebkuchen ice-cream 
seemed to be a particular favourite. 

Our final stop of the day was for 
dinner at Gasthof am Post in Sankt 
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PHOTO LEGEND: 
1. Father Josef greeting us at Klein-Mariazell before taking us

on a tour of the basilika; 
2. Father Josef led us through the Mercy Gate in Klein

Mariazell; 
3. Our young guide at the beautiful Lilienfeld Abbey;
4. One feature of the Baroque Abbey at Lilienfeld;
5. In the Lilienfeld Abbey, we learned a few tricks from our

guide about how the monks were prevented from nodding
off during a service;

6. One wing of the cloisters in Lilienfeld was built in the
Gothic, the other in the Baroque style;

7. Group photo taken on the steps of the Mariazell Basilica;
8. A Styrian brass ensemble entertaining visitors in the main

square;
9. In Mariazell, we had sufficient time to explore at leisure
10. Mariazell was full of pilgrims, like us. A market town rich in

history, it is a beautiful place to visit at any time of the year.
11. We enjoyed our dinner at Gasthof zur Post in Sankt Bar

bara/Mitterdorf in Mürztal;
12. Former Christ Church Chaplain, The Revd. Canon Bruce

Duncan  and his wife Margaret were a welcome addition to
our group.

Barbara, about an hour’s drive from 
Mariazell. Patrick kept us enter-
tained with a quiz that covered a 
broad range of subjects, from the 
names of the Kardashians, to the 
runners up in the European Cup fi-
nal, to the Rule of Benedict. There 
was much sighing and head slap-
ping when he read the answers!

We enjoyed a three-course meal 
during which we presented Patrick 
with a small momento of Maria-
zell—a pilgrim Madonna—dressed 
in her fine linen that veils the statue 

underneath that shows Mary 
pointing to Jesus as the Sav-
iour of the world, asking 
us to what extent our lives 
point in the same direction. 

The 2016 parish outing was 
both a spiritual and com-
paniable occasion. We 
learned much about our 
host country, absorbed 
the reverence of the 
churches that we vis-
ited and enjoyed each 
other’s company.  

Parish Outing 2016
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This year Christ Church once 
again opened its doors for the 

Lange Nacht der Kirchen. The theme 
was based on a Bible passage from 
the Book of Revelation (21.25) "Its 
gates shall never be shut by day, and 
there shall be no night there." In the 
autumn Lucille and l began to plan, 
meeting up with Andrew Couse our 
Music Director to discuss how we 
could best present the topic.

In the sanctuary, our magnificent 
cope was gracefully draped over a 
plinth and the flowers, lovingly ar-
ranged by Vivian, picked up the blue, 
green, white, pink and gold colours 
of the cope.

Patrick opened with 
prayers asking God to 
bless us in our minis-
try of hospitality. This 
was followed by a ques-
tion and answer session 
entitled, "The Queen's 
Faith and the Church of 
England" led by Philip 
and Patrick. Patrick 
amused us with fasci-

nating stories about the Queen and 
gave us all an in-depth view of what 
the Christian faith means to our 
Monarch.

A meditation followed which we 
called "The New Jerusalem". This 
was a programme of readings inter-
spersed with English choral works 
and organ music by William Croft, 
Ralph Vaughan Williams, Charles 
Wood, William Byrd and CV Stan-
ford. Our readings followed this 
year's theme, "Its gates shall never 
be shut by day—and there shall be 
no night there". In one reading a 
fugitive tells of hearing the voice of 
God. In others we heard that God's 
presence is in every society, in our 
homes and parishes, and in the 
trenches of warfare. "The Kingdom 
of God" and the cross can be found 
in every place. Finally, "The New Je-
rusalem" was revealed to us in all its 
glory as we heard chapter 21 of the 
Book of Revelation.

We were delighted to welcome back 
American Jazz singer Carol Alston 
who performed a marvellous con-
cert of Gospel and inspirational 

Lange Nacht der Kirchen
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songs, accompanied by Herbert Ota-
hal. Christ Church was full and the 
whole congregation entered into the 
spirit of things. Compline (evening 
prayers) followed.

Nigel Reynard led the welcoming 
team who shared information about 
the history of Christ Church and re-
lated questions. Peter Klingenberg 

headed up the security team. The 
social committee provided suste-
nance for those making their way 
through the city. I would like to thank 
everyone who supported this very 
worthwhile endeavour. Next year (9 
June 2017) we will be taking a break 
so we can visit other churches and 
enjoy the great diversity of Christian 
expression here in Vienna. 

Round the corner and over the 
road another door displayed the 

distinctive red and purple poster. The 
church centre saw more people than 
ever coming through its doors on 
the Lange Nacht der Kirchen. Rather 
than a constant stream, they came 
in waves, as the different and dis-
tinct parts of the programme in the 
church itself came to an end. When 
the pews were full we could expect 
the next wave of visitors. 

Food and drink there was in plenty, 
thanks to the generosity of our con-
gregation. It was a delight to meet so 
many new faces and we did every-
thing we could to put them at their 
ease and make them feel welcome. 
That conversation, still buzzing after 
11.30 pm, made a very long night in 
the church centre well worth it.

“We came along and had no idea we 
would get such a warm welcome.”

“This is just such a friendly place.” 
“This has a really British feel to it.” 
“We have learned a lot of things 
about the Anglican church.”

“We’ll definitely come again next year”
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In the autumn of 2012, my husband 
and I had an evening out, dinner 

and then off to Vienna’s English 
Theatre to see Black Pearl Sings. We 
did not know much about the piece 
except the basics, but expected an 
interesting evening. Interesting was 
definitely the wrong designation for 
what we experienced: high drama, 
fantastic acting by both ladies and 
that voice, which first sounded from 
behind the scenery before “Pearl” 
Johnson (aka Carole Alston) appears 
in prison garb, was overwhelmingly 
beautiful and mournful as well. We 
went home too emotionally charged 
to even discuss our impressions. 

Some time later, Carole walked into 
the Church Shop on a Friday morn-
ing before the Bazaar and gave us 
a large amount of beautiful cos-
tume jewelry along with an expen-
sive pearl ring and earings. I did not 
recognize her, but Roberta Ofczarek 
knew who she was, told me she was 
a singer. I asked her what she sang, 
and she told me mainly jazz and 
gospel. Now knowing her name, I 

googled her, and found that she had 
been Black Pearl and reread my pro-
gramme. I also found out that Carole 
is a member of Christ Church, which 
I joined in 2013. 

Last year at the Long Night of the 
Churches, after her amazing hour of 
Gospel music, I had the opportunity 
to have a longer chat with her about 
that role and what it had meant to 
her. This year Carole once again 
honoured us with an amazing hour 
of inspirational and Gospel music. 
She nearly brought down the walls of 
Christ Church with her rousing ren-
dition of Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho 
with the enthusiastic participation of 
all present while during her soft and 
extremely moving Amazing Grace, 
you could have heard a pin drop. I 
seriously doubt that anyone left the 
church on Friday evening unmoved. 
For those who have never heard Car-
ole sing, there is quite a bit on You 
Tube, which I often turn to.

Carole does not just sing, she puts 
her whole being into every song, as 
well as her body, moving and jump-
ing and taking everyone along with 
her. It is rather exhausting just to 
be in her presence when she really 
gets going! On top of that fabulously 
versatile voice, Carole is a lovely, ap-
proachable person. I once met her 
in a supermarket, and her greeting 
makes one feel like she’s thrilled to 
see you! Dear Carole, thank you so 
much for sharing your God-given 
talent with us at Christ Church, and 
we certainly hope we will have that 
privilege again!

Amazing Carole
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On Saturday, 22 October there 
will be an Animal Blessing Ser-

vice at Christ Church. Some may 
think it strange to bless animals and 
have a church full of dogs, cats, birds 
and other pets. For others it is the 
most natural thing in the world. In 
fact, in the history of Christianity one 
can find a range of discussions on 
the role of animals within creation. 

While writing these lines I remember 
a phone conversation with my moth-
er a few weeks ago. We were talking 
about the blessing of animals. She 
told me of a priest from her child-
hood who refused to allow dogs into 
his church because they didn’t have 
a soul and could not be saved. This 
reminds me of a book that a friend 
gave me during my theology stud-
ies. The author debated on the role 
of animals and whether they are able 
to enter the kingdom of God. These 
kinds of statements and theology are 
not uncommon even today. 

There are of course different opin-
ions within the Christian Tradition. 
Saint Francis of Assisi, who initiated 
the Franciscan movement in the 13th 
century, is one of those other voices. 
There is this famous legend about 
Francis, giving a sermon to the birds. 
He addressed them as, “my sweet lit-
tle sisters, birds of the sky”. For him 
all creatures were brothers and sis-
ters and pointers to the redeeming 
work of the Creator, which should 
lead to thankfulness and glorification 
of God. Francis’ Canticle of the Crea-
tures is a beautiful affirmation of this 
great theology of creation.

Most Anglicans will be familiar with 
the well-known hymn All creatures 
of our God and King (Hymnbook No. 
532), which is a paraphrase based 
on the words of Francis’ canticle. 
From a Franciscan viewpoint, salva-
tion has to be understood in the con-
text of creation as a whole. I would 
suggest reading Saint Paul this way 
as well when he writes, “... in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespass-
es against them, and entrusting the 
message of reconciliation to us.” (2 
Cor 5:19) The basis of the English 
version of “the world” in this verse 
is  the greek word “cosmos”, which 
is comprehensive. Furthermore is 
reconciliation according to Paul our 
vocation and mission as Christians. 
Not only in our Anglican Tradition 
does this include the care for God’s 
creation. All the member churches of 
the Anglican Communion value the 
Five Marks of Mission where you can 
find this mission “to strive to safe-
guard the integrity of creation and 
to sustain and renew the life of the 
earth.” 

For many people, inside and outside 
Christ Church Vienna, pets are re-
ally sisters and brothers, friends, and 
dearly beloved members of our fami-
lies. I would like therefore like to en-
courage you to bring your pets and 
join this year’s animal blessing ser-
vice to celebrate that God in Christ 
was reconciling the whole Cosmos to 
himself. 

The Animals Came in Two by Two
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The Africa Fest 2016 was a partic-
ularly well attended event, with 

guests from far and wide both from 
the Christ Church community as well 
as prominent members of the African 
community in Vienna. As usual, the 
leadership and clergy of the Church 
played an active role.  As in previous 
years, the Chaplain appeared at the 
Fest in an attractive, African millen-
nial attire.

The program of the evening was ex-
citing: Kleinkunst Theatre (“go and 
do likewise”); the blessings of giving; 
a fashion show and surprise musi-
cal performance. Food and drink was 
plentiful, largely featuring classic Af-
rican dishes.

Long-term Church member Chuks 
Agu and team—including his son, 
Ikenna—played drums and other 
instruments to the delight of guests. 
Chuks and his wife Manuela had 
only recently returned to Vienna af-
ter 10 years in England and it was 
a pleasure to welcome them back at 
the Fest that they had helped insti-
tute in the early years.  

The Kleinkunst Threatre expertly 
performed the Good Samaritan while 
a fashion show displayed the best 
in African traditional clothing from 
practically every region and sub-re-
gion. Many of the dresses were sewn 
by members of the congregation 
while others were imported.

This was followed by music-music-
music and dance-dance-dance, the 
music provided by Nigerian disc 

jockey Baba Ewe who presented the 
best in popular African music as well 
as much loved classics. So many 
people were inspired by the music 
that it was difficult to find space 
on the dance-floor! The customary 
Tombola attracted great interest. 
This year, a donated, original African 
painting of “native dancers” went up 
for auction and was bought by an in-
vited guest.

The Christ Church Africa Fest pri-
marily seeks to help publicize the 
work and outreach of the commu-
nity. It also raises funds to support 
the efforts of the Church to help the 
poor and needy. This year, the Chap-
lain received an impressive cheque 
representing the proceeds of the Fest 
(see photo left). 

Clearly the meetings after church 
to organize the event paid off and 
participants extended their heartfelt 
gratitude to the organizers, headed 
by Emmanuel Adeyemi and backed 
by Emeka Agu, Emeka Okonkwo, 
Okpata, Sunday Ajayi, Lady Lola 
Ogunfojuri, Susan Turyomurugy-
endo, Mary Jane Ojougboh, Morkor 
Korley, Helen Treuh-Schuster, Karin 
Ifeagwu and others. 

Christianity is largely about loving 
one’s neighbour as oneself. At Christ 
Church people are thankful to the Al-
mighty that they have a welcoming 
church community where people do 
what they can to contribute to pro-
gress and advancement. The Africa 
Fest makes an important contribu-
tion to those goals.

Sights and Sounds of Africa
by Sam

 Ifeagw
u





Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity

Last Sunday after Trinity

Fourth Sunday before Advent

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Pastoral care
 course

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Pastoral care
 course

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Pastoral care
 course

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Prayers for the
 Departed

October 2016

10 11

1817

24

31

25

16

23

30

Monday Tuesday

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Concert Baroque 
Ensemble Harmonie 
Universelle

Wednesday

12

3 4

19

26

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity

Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity

St. Luke

9

2
Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

Family Eucharist
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Matins

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUMMER TIME ENDS



11

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Concert Baroque 
Ensemble Harmonie  

 Universelle

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

10.45 Botanical 
 Gardens

Guided Tour

17.00 Animal Blessing
 Service

09.00 Men’s breakfast

09.30 Holy Communion

28 29

Wednesday

12

5 6

13 14 15

22212019

26 27

7

8

1
Thursday Friday Saturday

Austrian National 
Holiday

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Pastoral care
 course 
10.00 Toddler Group
18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Pastoral care
 course 
10.00 Toddler Group
18.15 Evening Prayer

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Pastoral care
 course 
10.00 Toddler Group
18.15 Evening Prayer

19.00 Choir Practice

St. Simon and 
St. Jude



Wednesday

Third Sunday before Advent

All Saints Day

Second Sunday before Advent
Remembrance Sunday

Christ the King

Advent Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Advent Carol Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist
 Kids’ Church 
10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist, Preacher: Bishop Heinz  
 Lederleitner
18.00 Evensong

13

20

27

November 2016

87

14

21

28 29

22

15

1

6

Monday TuesdaySunday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

10.00 Sung Eucharist

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

From Laurence Binyon’s poem For the Fallen, written in September 1914



09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

10.50 Remembrance  
 Day Service in  
 Klagenfurt

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18

252423 26

19

Wednesday
4 5

1211109

16 17

Thursday Friday Saturday

All Saints Day All Souls Day

29 30

31 2

St. Andrew

CHURCH 
BAZAAR

Doors open at 10.30
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There will be a tour of the Botanical Gardens on 15 October (Saturday) at 10.45. 
This will be conducted by Prof. Michael Kiehn, Director of the Gardens. He will 
give a historic and scientific view of our Botanical  gardens. We will meet in the 
Church Centre at 10.45 and walk up the Rennweg to the gardens.

Every year the Feast of St Luke (18 October) invites the Church to consider and 
to administer Christ’s ministry of healing. During the services on Sunday, 16 
October we will be offering the ministry of anointing as Jesus came amongst us 
as one who heals. Tradition has it that Luke was a physician. The collect (open-
ing prayer) to be said on St Luke’s Day speaks of the medicine of the gospel and 
of Luke being a physician of the soul.

25 October: Karl Marx, Marxism and Religion: A Historical Perspective’  
In the first of two Soundings presentations, Jan Hillerman looks at how Karl 
Marx’s background, upbringing, education and later life experiences shaped 
his views on religion. The second presentation (date to be announced) will 
look at the concept of ‘Marxism’ and describe how some of Marx’s professed 
disciples viewed and reacted to religion 

8, 15, 22 and 29 November  
Most of the Gospel readings in the coming year are from the Gospel of Mat-
thew. As we did last year, we hope to prepare for our time in Matthew by taking 
a concentrated look at his Gospel. We are dedicating four evenings of Sound-
ings to getting the big picture of this magnificent Gospel (Tuesdays, November 
8 to November 29, 19.00). The sessions will be led by Revd. Robert S. Kinney.

In the first session, we will take a look at Matthew’s big picture, his distinctive 
themes, and how he uniquely contributes to the New Testament. In particular, 
we will look at how he ties the worlds of Ancient Israel, first-century Juda-
ism, and Graeco-Roman culture together. What is Matthew about? Why did he 
write the things he wrote? In the following three sessions, we will focus on the 
major themes of Matthew’s Gospel as they are presented throughout the whole 
book. Each session is intended to be interactive, so please bring your Bible and 
your questions. Join us in getting ready for a great year in Matthew!

If you are interested in studying the Bible with others, consider joining the Sun-
day morning Bible Study at 9.00, which is co-ordinated by Claus Vogl. Contact 
him for further information: 06991/1048747.
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Bishop Heinz Lederleitner of the Old Catholic Church in Austria will be our 
preacher on Sunday, 6 November at 10.00. The Anglican Communion is in full 
communion with the church of the Union of Utrecht. Bishop Heinz was made 
a Bishop in February. This is his first visit to Christ Church as a bishop. Let’s 
give him a warm welcome. 

Christ Church volunteers help out at a local Viennese soup kitchen that serves             
a warm meal for ex-prisoners released back into the community. We not only 
provide the manpower, we also pay for the ingredients. We help out at the 
soup kitchen up to six times a year on a Saturday. If you are interested in help-
ing out or want more information please speak to Alexander Rösch.

It is good to be able to report that the Prayer Ministry continues to meet regu-
larly. Our next three meetings are on the following Wednesdays: 19 October, 
23 November and 7 December at 19.00 hours. The meeting is open to people 
who are interested in praying for the needs of individuals, the world and Christ 
Church. Please contact the Chaplain if you have specific prayer requests that 
you would like to be included in our time of prayer.

As every year at Christ Church, we will be saying prayers for the departed. This 
year the service will be held on Monday, 31 October at 18.00. Please write the 
names of family members, friends, colleagues, or others known to you and for 
whom you wish to pray, on the list at the back of the church or contact the 
Church Office.

Vienna: The annual Remembrance Sunday service will be held on Sunday, 13 
November, as this is the closest Sunday to Remembrance Day, which is 11 No-
vember. There will be a said service of Holy Communion at 10.00. The Remem-
brance Sunday Service begins at 10.50. Since this service involves a certain 
amount of silence, it may not be suitable for infants and young children. Space 
in the church is limited. Come for 10.40 not to be left standing.

Klagenfurt, Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery: A Service of Remembrance 
will be held at the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in Klagenfurt (Lilien-
tahlstr.) on Wednesday, 11 November starting at 10.50. All in attendance are 
invited to a reception afterwards.
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“I consider myself to be a very moral 
person…. I believe that in a sense 
of justice and consideration for oth-
ers, in disliking making others suffer 
or taking advantage of them, I can 
measure myself with the best people 
I have known.” (Sigmund Freud in 
a letter to a friend)

“When a man is getting better he 
understands more and more clearly 
the evil that is still left in him. When 
a man is getting worse, he under-
stands his own badness less and 
less. A moderately bad man knows 

he is not very good: a thoroughly bad 
man thinks he is all right…. Good 
people know about good and evil: bad 
people do not know about either.” (C.S. 
Lewis in Mere Christianity)

At secular Harvard University, 
one of the most popular courses 

for many years was that of a psy-
chiatry professor, Armand Nicholi, 
about views of God and human des-
tiny held by two radically different 
20th century thinkers. He eventually 
turned the content of his course into 
a well-acclaimed book, The Question 
of God: C.S. Lewis and Sigmund Freud 
Debate God, Love, Sex and the Mean-
ing of Life. 

Looking at the differences between 
these two influential figures 
sharpens our understanding of 
both our own Christian worldview 
and the honest atheistic view 
championed by Freud. The two 
agreed on this: Whether God exists 
or not is the most basic question 
that we human beings have to deal 

The Question of God

with. Nicholi explains it this way:

“Most of us make one of two basic as-
sumptions: we view the universe as the 
result of random events and life on this 
planet as a matter of chance; or we as-
sume an Intelligence beyond the uni-
verse who gives the universe order, and 
life meaning. Our worldview informs 
our personal, social and political lives. 
It influences how we perceive ourselves, 
how we relate to others, how we adjust 
to adversity, and what we understand to 
be our purpose. 

“Are these worldviews merely philosoph-
ical speculations with no right or wrong 
answer? No. One of them begins with the 
basic premise that God does not exist, 
the other with the premise that he does. 
They are, therefore, mutually exclusive—
if one if right, the other must be wrong.” 

Lewis and Freud spent a good por-
tion of their lives wrestling with this 
choice. Freud accepted early on the 
prevailing ethos among many crea-
tive intellectuals of his time: that of 
a scientific materialism that would 
reveal to us everything that could 
be reliably known about the world 
we live in and that other modes of 
knowledge, especially Judeo-Chris-
tian revelation, were basically bunk. 
It was a belief that nothing real ex-
ists beyond what can be discovered 
through the methods of scientific in-
quiry. Lewis too, until his conversion 
experience, subscribed to the same 
outlook about our existence—one 
that Freud kept throughout his life 
and Lewis abandoned when he was 
in his early thirties. 
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Freud grew up with a family herit-
age of pious Judaism. The father of 
psychoanalysis, he hated having his 
own motives psychoanalysed. Yet 
some have suggested that his rejec-
tion of God Almighty had roots in his 
need to free himself of the influence 
of any overbearing authority figure in 
his life—and that this stemmed from 
his conflicted and never-resolved re-
lationship with his own father. In any 
event, the spirit of the times in which 
he grew up was materialist; scien-
tists embraced new tools of inquiry 
which seemed to promise to unlock 
all the secrets of the universe and to 
disprove the presence of God over 
it. Freud embraced this worldview 
early on in his scientific education. 
Later, he developed his theory that 
religious belief is infantile: a neurosis 
caused by inability to grow up and 
overcome childhood fears.

By way of contrast, Lewis grew up in 
a nominally Christian family. Devas-
tated by the loss of his mother at an 
early age and an unhappy childhood 
and adolescence, he experienced 
depression, wallowed in pessimism 
and found little comfort in religion. 
Like Freud, he did not get on well 
with his father. The young Lewis dis-
missed Christianity as “one mythol-
ogy among many.”

Unlike Freud, Lewis eventually reject-
ed atheism. Nicholi does not rehash 
intellectual arguments about the ex-
istence of God as much as explore 
how these two were shaped by the 
different paths each chose to follow. 

According to Nicholi, Freud wishes 
us “to grow up and face the harsh real-
ity that we are alone in the universe.” 
Grasping well the implications of a 
universe devoid of meaning, Freud 
suffered despair, bouts of depres-
sion and loneliness in heavy doses 
throughout his life. 

Drawing on his long experience as a 
psychiatrist, Nicholi asserts that “the 
quality of our relationships is a pretty 
fair barometer of our emotional health. 
Happiness or unhappiness is a reflection 
of our mood that, in turn, influences how 
we relate to others. A depressed person 
is not only gloomy and pessimistic, but 
also angry, irritable and hopeless—not 
qualities that make for good relation-
ships. This may give us some under-
standing of the stormy relationships 
throughout Freud’s life and the very few 
close relationships in the first half of 
Lewis’s life.” 

Moreover, Lewis recounts in his au-
tobiographical Surprised by Joy his 
pre-conversion pessimism, view-
ing the future as “a settled expecta-
tion that everything would do what you 
did not want it to do.” Nicholi thinks 
the young Lewis clung to atheism to 
satisfy a deep-seated wish to be left 
alone in his gloom. Lewis later con-
fessed to being at this time both sure 
God did not exist and “very angry at 
God for not existing.” 

Lewis’s conversion was motivated by 
what he gradually came to experience 
as a superficial and incomplete 
worldview that excluded his ever 
increasing sense of a meaning in 

ß
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human existence that could only 
come from a loving God. He now saw 
a universe governed by astonishing 
regularities, a moral law that 
underlay righteous human conduct, 
human beings possessing reason 
and the capacity to love because we 
are created “in the image of God,” 
and Scripture’s compelling story of 
God’s engagement with His creation. 

So, he made the leap of faith, but 
not blind faith. He became a Chris-
tian because he had come to believe 
in the truth of Christianity—that it 
explained better than anything else 
the experience of life and what we 
can know about our world. His later 
writings tackled eloquently ques-
tions of the scope of science, human 
nature and psychology, and funda-
mental Christian beliefs. He would 
never advise anyone to take comfort 
in any belief unless convinced that 
what is believed is true. The famous 
epitaph on his burial place sums it 
up nicely: “I believe in Christianity as I 
believe that the sun has risen, not only 
because I see it but because by it I see 
everything else.”

After his conversion, Lewis enjoyed 
many close friendships. Gloom and 
pessimism were replaced with a 
cheerfulness that he exuded even 
on his deathbed. He was optimistic 
and saw the future filled with hope. 
He became a new person in Christ, 
as St. Paul calls Christians to be. 
When he looked back on his atheist 
past, he characterized it as “a willful 
blindness.” 

Freud, on the other hand, is to be 
credited with consistency of belief. 
He seems never to have flinched from 
his atheistic vision of reality. His al-
ienation from religion increased with 
age. Well versed in the Old and New 
Testament scriptures, which exer-
cised a fascination on him through-
out his life, he was unmoved by their 
message. In Civilization and Its Dis-
contents, he wrote, “the religions of 
mankind must be classified among the 
mass delusions.” He was very fearful 
of death and bodily decomposition. 
He dreaded desperately the suffering 
that he endured with terminal cancer 
toward the end of his life. Indeed, he 
arranged for his doctor to give him 
a fatal dose of morphine on 22 Sep-
tember 1939 to escape from further 
earthly suffering.

Nicholi concludes his book with this 
observation: “Freud and Lewis agreed 
that the most important question con-
cerned God’s existence….Yet Freud, and 
Lewis before his transition, also avoided 
confronting the evidence. We find this 
easy to do. We keep ourselves distracted. 
We rationalize. We tell ourselves we will 
consider such weighty (and anxiety-pro-
voking) subjects when we are older….
We feel toward our lives as both Freud 
and Lewis felt toward theirs: ‘This is my 
business and mine only.’”  

Nicholi gives C.S. Lewis the last word: 
“We may ignore, but we can nowhere 
evade, the presence of God. The world 
is crowded with him….The real labor is 
to remember to attend. In fact, to come 
awake. Still more to remain awake.” 
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St. Paul’s Church Kandy

The Anglican church of St. Paul’s 
in the heart of Kandy, Sri Lanka, 

stands very close to the Temple of 
the Sacred Tooth Relic. It adds signif-
icantly to the peaceful and religious 
flavour of the region, which was de-
clared a world heritage Treasure by 
UNESCO. Kandy is the name given 
by the British to the city of Kanda 
Uda Rata (mountain country). It was 
the last capital of the ancient kings of 
Sri Lanka, until British rule in 1815. 

Construction of St Paul’s began in 
1843 and it was formally conse-
crated on St. Paul’s day, 25 January 
1853, by the first Bishop of Colombo, 
the Rt. Rev. James Chapman. It is a 
simple red brick church in the neo-
Gothic style, the interior a piece of 
English Victoriana with beautiful ra-
tan seats as pews. Since it was first 
used by British officers and the Brit-
ish Garrison, it was called the Gar-
rison church. There is a magnificent 
stained glass window above the altar 
depicting the Crucifixion, the Ascen-
sion, the Angels in the Tomb and 
the Nativity. It was to this church 
that King George presented a silver 
gilt communion set. This set is very 
much in use at great services held to 
commemorate the feasts of Easter 
and Christmas. 

A pipe organ was gifted to the church 
in 1874, making the quality of wor-
ship more attractive. After over 125 
years of service, it needed a replace-
ment. A replacement was found from 
a Presbyterian church in the suburbs 
of Bradford, north England. Reas-

sembled at St. Paul’s in 2009, it is 
perhaps the largest pipe organ in 
regular use in Sri Lanka. 

St Paul’s belongs to the Kurunegala 
diocese (there are two in Sri Lanka, 
the second being the Colombo dio-
cese). My family has been worship-
ing in this church since 1983, after 
we were displaced from our original 
home in Matale which is only 16 km 
from Kandy. There are both Sinha-
lese and English services and on a 
special days such as Christmas and 
Easter there can be more than 300 
in the congregation. Hostelers from 
the two leading mission girls’ colleg-
es, namely Mowbray and Hill Wood, 
attend the Sunday service in this 
church. There is a nice choir draw-
ing its young members from Trinity 
boys’ college as well girls’ colleges. 
The Mothers’ Union is in charge of 
serving tea and short eats outside in 
the pleasant court yard of the church 
after the 10.00 service. Generally, 
there are a large number  of visitors 
from all over the world who join the 
regular members of the congregation 
at the morning service.
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We are blessed with and in-
deed almost spoiled for good 

choral music in Vienna, but Christ 
Church’s tradition of opening its 
doors to a choir from the UK never 
disappoints. On Friday 17th June, 
the church resounded at eventide 
with the voices of students from the 
Royal Holloway University of Lon-
don under their conductor Charlie 
Ruck, who had chosen a diverse 
programme of both sacred and 
secular music to showcase the Eng-
lish composers of two Golden Ages 
of English music, the 16th and the 
20th century. 

The first half of the programme 
was devoted to Anglican Church 
music and had obviously been 
chosen with great care to demon-
strate the strong ties of 20th cen-
tury organist-composers to the Tu-
dor tradition. The choir began with 
part of the Mass for Four Voices by 
William Byrd, a well-known and 
much-loved piece by Shakespeare’s 

contemporary, which allowed the 
choir to warm up their very mature 
a cappella sound into the acoustics 
of Christ Church. The director had 
elected not to perform the four ex-
cerpts of the Mass together, but to 
intersperse them with some organ 
solos and the other sacred works 
chosen; an interesting approach 
which allowed us to compare the 
compositions more directly. For 
over 20 years Byrd worked closely 
under the patronage of both Queen 
Mary and Queen Elizabeth I with 
another great English composer, 
Thomas Tallis, and so it was fitting 
that two of the latter’s composi-
tions, If ye love me, and the Veni 
Redemptor were presented side by 
side with Byrd’s Mass. 

The choir then turned to the 20th 
century and here excelled in their 
interpretations. We heard first John 
Ireland’s Ex ore innocentium, which 
was followed by a powerful and 
moving rendition of John Donne’s by

 S
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The Founder’s Choir
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prayer Bring us o Lord God at our 
Last Awakening into the House and 
Gate of Heaven, set as a Motet for 
double choir by William Harris, who 
served British royalty as the organ-
ist at St. George’s Chapel in Wind-
sor Castle for nearly 30 years, from 
1933 to 1961. Although the Found-
er’s Choir, being mixed male and fe-
male voices, does not reflect English 
practices of choral singing of Tudor 
times, the vibrant voices more than 
did justice to this moving piece. The 
last piece before the short interval 
was the most modern, Eric Whi-
tacre’s Sainte Chapelle, which had 
its world premiere as recently as 
2013, sung in St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
London by the Tallis Scholars. It is 
homage to the beauty of the 13th 
century chapel in Paris in which the 
text, by Charles Anthony Silvestri, 
tells the story of a young girl who 
hears the angels in the mesmeris-
ing stained glass windows singing 

the Sanctus. The work is supposed 
to be a musical expression of light 
streaming through those windows, 
but St. Peter had different ideas 
the evening we heard it and sent a 
cloudburst of hammering raindrops 
on to the church roof, which pro-
vided a striking percussion effect.

The second half of the programme 
again mixed music of the two Ages; 
the Tudors John Bennet and Or-
lando Gibbons with Vaughan-Wil-
liams, Michael Tippet and Gustav 
Holst in a lively and varied selection 
of songs and spirituals. 

The audience showed their appre-
ciation of this lovely concert by de-
manding not one but two encores, 
after which the choir was finally 
allowed to devote themselves to 
the splendid cheese and wine buf-
fet that the Social Committee had 
provided.

Prayer of the Month

The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof. O God, enlarge within us the 
sense of fellowship with all living things, our brothers the animals to whom 
Thou gavest the earth as their home in common with us. We remember with 
shame that in the past we have exercised the high dominion of man with ruth-
less cruelty so that the voice of the earth, which should have gone up to Thee 
in song has been a groan of travail. May we realize that they live not for us 
alone, but for themselves and for Thee and that they love the sweetness of life 
even as we, and serve Thee better in their place than we in ours.  Attributed 
to St. Basil the Great (c. 330-379)
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Answers: 1. Confucius; 2. Hillary; 3. Ras-
tafarians; 4. India; 5. Sarah; 6. Taoism; 7. 
Chronicles;  8. Hinduism; 9. Uranus; 10. 
Rabbi; 11. Christopher; 12. Hari-Krishna; 13. 
Vulcan; 14. Iran; 15. Eros; 16. Nicholas; 17. 
Nike; 18. Ararat

TAKE THE QuiZ ON THE FOLLOWiNG PAGE 
FiRST BEFORE LOOKiNG AT THE ANSWERS!
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1. Which religious leader was born on 28 September 551 BC? 

2. Which Scott is a famous contemporary songwriter and singer?

3. Which religious group revers the former emperor of  Ethiopia?

4. In which country was Buddhism founded? 

5. Which woman is mentioned most frequently in the Bible? 

6. Of what religion are the symbols Yin and Yang a principle? 

7. Which Old Testament Books have a part 1 and a part 2?* 

8. What is the oldest formal religion in the world? 

9. Which planet is named after the Greek god of the sky?

10. What is a Jewish teacher called? 

11. Who is the patron saint of travellers? 

12. What religious was made famous by George Harrison in 1969 ? 

13. Who was the Roman God of fire and metal-working? 

14. In which country was the Baha’i religion founded?

15. Who was the Greek god of love?

16. The body of which bishop saint, born in 270, is said to lie in Bari, Italy?

17. Who was the Greek goddess of victory?

18. Which mountain is holy for Muslims? 

The 62 members of the congregation attending the Christ Church barbecue 
on 25 September had to work hard for their lunch! Twelve teams battled 

over a quiz on the theme “Religion and Beliefs” that was decisively won by 
the Quarz team, comprising Lucille, Claus, David Hope, Stephie and Aidan. 
Only the winners and runners up (the Amethyst team with Aileen, Mary, Pe-
ter, Lindsey and Rebecca) cottoned on to the fact that the first letter of each 
answer, read downwards, spells something close to our hearts. The Diamond 
team came a close third. A warm September afternoon meant we could relax 
in the garden and enjoy each other’s company in a somewhat quieter setting 
than the Church Centre! A heartfelt thanks to those who helped in advance 
and on the day. Without you it wouldn’t have been possible!                  Judy

* It was pointed out to me, quite correctly, that several answers are possible to this 
question. Choose the logical one once you’ve answered the other questions.

CHRIST CHURCH BBQ
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The school year has begun and 
Kids’ Church is back as well. We 

have a full program planned this au-
tumn so we hope your children will 
be able to participate as much as 
possible. If you have any questions 
please speak with one of us (Lucille 
Curran, Natasha Crawford, Claus 
Vogel or Belinda Leslie). The lesson 
is in English however we try our best 
to help anyone with German as a 
first language.

All the lessons are prepared so that 
we can make connections to what is 
going on in the main church service. 
In September we looked at the story 
of Moses as this will help us to un-
derstand the Gospel reading for Har-
vest Sunday when we will hear that, 
just as God gave the Hebrew people 
manna from heaven, so He has given 
us Jesus who is the bread of life. In 
October we will look at some of the 
parables in Luke as that connects to 
the Gospel readings being used dur-
ing the services this year.

Last Sunday Carole Alston came to 
Kids Church and helped us to learn 
the song “Go down Moses” which we 
then sang in church. Carole hopes to 
be able to come and visit us again in 
the near future.

This Sunday, 2 October, we will cel-
ebrate Harvest Thanksgiving. The 
children are asked to bring some food 
items to bring to the altar during the 
first hymn. The food is then taken to 
a local food kitchen. On 20 Novem-
ber we will start our practices for the 
nativity play that will take place on 11 

December.  Once again the play will 
be directed by Alexandra Schmidt. 
Any children who would like to par-
ticipate are asked to be present for 
at least two of the practices, as well 
as the dress rehearsal in the church 
on 10 December from 15.00-17.00. 
Please speak to Alexandra if you 
would like to know more about this. 
Alexandra has parts for everyone, 
both speaking and non-speaking so 
don’t be afraid to sign up!

Finally, the annual Christingle ser-
vice will take place on Saturday 17 
December at 16.00. This is a service 
aimed at younger children however 
all are welcome.

Kids’ Church had to say goodbye to 
five of its stalwarts: Stephen, Isaac, 
Jack, Gabriel and Sebastian McCollum 
who left Vienna to return to Alabama, 
USA. They will be sorely missed but we 
wish them much luck in the future

Kids In and Out of Church
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The Chaplain blessed Wendy and her 
two youngest at the 10.00 service a few 
days before their departure. Although 
the family had only been in Vienna for 
less than a year, they had become val-
uable members of the community.

The Kids’ Church picnic resumed 
this year on a warm and 

sunny day in June, at its previous 
venue in the Prater. There was an 
impressive crowd of children and 
adults and we took advantage 
of the large space available to 
organize relay, egg and spoon, 
three-legged and wheelbarrow 
races. The adults joined in either 
as active competitors or as markers 
or goal posts. Claus brought along 
his harmonica and we sang in the 
shade of some trees, to the surprise 
(and I trust pleasure) of other the 
park-goers. With an abundance of 
delicious food and drink, perfect 
weather and the best company 
imaginable, the event could only be 
a great success! Thank you, Lucille, 
for getting everyone together. We 
look forward to next year’s picnic!  
            Ed
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Our resident nature expert, Dr. 
Claus Vogl, was probably sur-

prised at the number of takers for 
the Nature Walk he led on Saturday, 
6 August. The venue was once again 
the national park of the Lobau, 
in Vienna’s 22nd district. Joining 
members of the congregation were 
a number of family members and 
friends from the United States and 
England, giving a total of 16 chil-
dren (as well as two dogs), all of 
whom were anxious to explore the 
“wild life” in the Lobau. Claus first 
looked at the stream at the entrance 
of the park, where we tried to spot 
fish, dragonflies, snakes and other 
inhabitants of the park. 

We spent some time searching for 
praying mantis, and our efforts 
were rewarded. We learned about 
the different butterflies found in the 
Lobau as well as the behaviour of 
snails and beetles. Claus provided 
us with lots of information, much of 
which was new to me despite the 
fact that I spend about one hour 
walking the dogs in the park every 
day! We came home to our house for 
tea and some stayed on for supper. 

Many thanks to Claus for yet again 
volunteering his time and exper-
tise. Occasions like this highlight 
the wealth of knowledge and ex-
perience available within the Christ 
Church community, that if shared 
with others, can enrich all our lives. 
We look forward to next year’s 
walk!

Life in the Lobau



35

Activities and Responsibilities

Tel: 718 4634
Address:  Salesianergasse 20, 1030 Vienna
Opening hours: Tuesday-Friday: 9.30-16.00

Sat 9.30-12.00 

Christ Church Shop

Bazaar Coordinator Derek Lacey 06991/6521115 

Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 406 0709

Bible Study (Sun.) Claus Vogl 0699/11048747 

Church Shop Diana Dopheide 513 8272

Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri 0676/9418869

Crossways Judy Castelino 0650/4747473

Directory/mailing list Miranda Kopetzky 714 8900

Electoral Roll Christina Stevens 971 8907

Environment Officer Herbert Stenzenberger 02230/9185

Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger 02230/9185

Social Committee Rosalind Shakespear*

Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran 718 5902 

Lesson Readers Morkor Korley 409 5167

Librarian Ian Begg 0699/19471678 

Pledge Envelopes Manfred Reiter 0677/61387282 

Prayer Ministry Patrick Curran 718 5902

Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet 282 7717

Wendy Barrett 0664/8600127 

Publicity Lucille Curran 718 5902 

Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 0676/4664310 

Safeguarding Officer Elizabeth Stanners 974 1657 

Servers Lucille Curran 718 5902 

Soundings (Tues. eve.) Patrick Curran 714 8900 

Toddler Group (Thur.) vacant contact Church Office 

Website Claus Michalek 0699/11844519

*rosalindshakespear1@hotmail.com



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




