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the October/November 2016 issue 
of CROSSWAYS  is 12 September. 
Please send contributions to be 
considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

Judy

At the suggestion of the Chaplain, this issue of 
Crossways focuses on the theme of vocation. 

There was an impressive response for articles, so 
much so that others of a more general nature had to 
be relegated to the next issue. I imagine that, with a 
little push, all of us could have written something on 
the topic, either on our search to identify a vocation, 
or on a role in life that in older years we recognize as 
a vocation, even if we weren’t aware of it at the time. 
For some it’s fairly straightforward; teaching, medi-
cine, religious orders and other serving professions 
have to be vocations while parenthood represents a 
lifelong commitment that many see as a vocation. 

Those who like me, spent their careers in the United 
Nations, may balk at the word “vocation”, anticipat-
ing the smirks of outsiders and their annoying focus 
on the various fringe benefits enjoyed by UN staff. 
They tend to forget the short-term contracts, the 
never-ending working hours, the disruption to fam-
ily life, hazardous duty stations and uncomfortable 
travel that characterize much of the UN’s work and 
many of its offices. Actually, it was always my inten-
tion to work for a non-profit organization and after 
32 years in the service of the United Nations, I am 
still wholeheartedly committed to its ideals. Other 
members of the congregation might like to make this 
the focus of a future article that I would be delighted 
to publish on these pages.

For some people, discovering their vocation in life 
is a more subtle process that may ultimately prove 
elusive. It is then left to others, when casting their 
minds back on the life of a friend or family mem-
ber, to describe their loved-one’s vocation in a eu-
logy: “She was a wonderful mother”, “he was a loyal 
friend”, “she lit up a room whenever she entered it”, 
“he brought joy to all who knew him” ... As one of 
those with no obvious vocation, I think I’d be happy 
with “She tried to be a good Christian”, and, when I 
think about it, what more could anyone ask?
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This issue of Crossways 
is devoted to vocation 

and ministry seen particularly 
through the eyes of those who 
have or have had a link to Christ 
Church over the years. Most of 
the contributors are now or-
dained. The reason for this fo-
cus is Mike’s ordination to the 
priesthood by our diocesan 
Bishop Robert Innes at Christ 
Church on Saturday 2 July. It 

was a happy occasion and the An-
glican chaplains from Budapest and 
Prague, our neighboring chaplain-
cies, were present, as well as ecu-
menical guests from the Swedish and 
Austrian Lutheran churches.

Although the focus of this issue is 
clerical this is not the intention, but 
those who are ordained have to usu-
ally go through a rigorous process of 
discernment, which begins in the lo-
cal community and is then tried and 
tested by those who have a wider re-
sponsibility to the church for those 
men and women who believe they 
have a calling to the ordained minis-

try of the church, as well as the min-
istry of Readers.  Processes on how 
to help laity respond to their calling, 
their vocations within the confines of 
the church and beyond, where most 
ministry actually takes place, are 
rudimentary or non-existent. From 
time to time and only occasionally in 
my experience does a person want to 
explore their calling, their vocation, 
their ministry in the workplace, the 
family and the wider community. Is 
this a missed opportunity?

Let me here confess that initially I did 
not see my place within the ordained 
ministry of God’s church, but had 
made peace with myself by making 
a mental commitment to be involved 
as a lay person, who would take re-
sponsibility within a parish guided 
by the Christian principle of service: 
council member, treasurer, church-
warden, intercessor, reader, welcom-
er (sidesperson) or acolyte (server). 
Not having grown up in a parish set-
ting as a Christian I did not realize 
how much of a chaplaincy’s nerv-
ous energy can be spent on ensuring 
that the ministries that are in place 

are maintained, be-
fore one can even think 
about growth. This of 
course is even more the 
case in our European 
continental chaplain-
cies, because of the 
high turnover of people, 
which in turn is due to 
study, work and migra-
tion patterns within the 
international commu-
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nity. I cannot emphasize enough that 
committed and willing lay people are 
a gift. Their ministries are the leaven 
that permeates the whole. They are 
light. They are salt. Precious stones. 
Any parish or chaplaincy that is go-
ing to grow has to have a plethora of 
such people.

Further concerning my vocation I 
was also quite sure in my mind that 
work, family, church and leisure 
needed to be balanced and that my 
life would not be only focused on 
the chaplaincy, but on those other 
areas of life.  But I was clear in my 
mind about the centrality of worship 
and already had an inkling that the 
Christian year with its feasts, many 
which do not fall on a Sunday, would 
be a part of the living-out of my vo-
cation. Christoph Wutscher speaks 
in his contribution about the central-
ity of worship. It is a commitment I 
share. Ordered and regular worship 
remains part and parcel of my spir-
itual life. It holds me.

In the collect set for an ordination 
service we pray for each other, for 
all God’s faithful people that each in 
their vocation and ministry may be 
an instrument of God’s love in this 
life - that is our calling and it is our 
ministry. We are to remain faithful. 
We are to be instruments of God’s 
love in the world, whatever our cir-
cumstances, whatever our work. 
Another collect comes to mind. In 
former times it would give rise to the 
English calling the Sunday before 
Advent “Stir up Sunday” because of 
the opening phrase “stir up”. From 

the time of King George I onwards it 
came to serve as a reminder to Chris-
tians to stir their Christmas puddings 
in time for the Christmas feast. But 
the collect means a good deal more 
reminding us that we must always be 
open to the stirring of the Holy Spirit 
at work within us.

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faith-
ful people;

that they, plenteously bringing forth the 
fruit of good works,

may by you be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

I commend this issue to you. You 
may find something in it that you 
would like to pursue that requires a 
conversation. Be in touch with me 
or one the clergy attached to Christ 
Church, if you feel it might be help-
ful or even necessary. I wish all of us 
a good summer and look forward to 
welcoming you back in August and 
in September for the next phase of 
our Christian walk together.

Since this issue is dedicated to the them 
of “vocation”, contributions on various 
events, including the Long Night of 
Churches, will appear in the October/
November issue. I trust that those con-
tributors who took the trouble to sub-
mit interesting articles will understand 
the delay in their publication.       Judy
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The Ordination of Revds. 
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The word “vocation” comes from 
the Latin word vocarere, to call. 

As a Christian, I believe that the Lord 
has created us and has a plan for 
each of our lives. Our choice is to at-
tempt to listen and follow, or turn a 
deaf ear.

As a small child I was given a Bible 
story book with beautiful pictures. 
It was read to me, again and again, 
and the pictures have stayed with 
me ever since. It begins with Adam 
and Eve; Ruth looking buxom, Esther 
beautiful and Jesus smiling tenderly 
at a lamb in his arms. But there is 
also an amazing picture of Jesus on 
a donkey, crowds of people waving 
palm branches and children dancing 
in front of them. From very early on, 
I wanted to be one of those children!

Somewhere church was a part of my 
life too—although you had to sit still 
there. But something of the atmos-
phere must have rubbed off, because 
I remember sitting on the stairs at 
home, playing church.

I wasn’t good at sitting still. Bal-
let lessons followed and I became 
a professional dancer, working in 
theatres in England, Belgium, Swe-
den and later Salzburg and Vienna.  I 
loved dancing and felt it a God-given 
vocation. Later I met my husband 
and we had three children, another 
God-given vocation. As my children 
grew older and needed me less, I was 
able to read the Bible more regularly 
and joined a correspondence course, 
along with a group of others from 
Christ Church. Tania Witter guided 
and “mothered” us all.

Somewhere I read the words, “Praise 
the Lord, preach the Word, love the 
people,” and they felt like a motto 
for me. Time moved on. I was able 
to study at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford be-
fore being ordained first as a deacon 
and then as a priest to serve here at 
Christ Church. 

Again time moved on and on my “re-
tirement” when I turned 70, I contin-
ued to officiate at Christ Church but 
had time to explore other avenues. 
The Lord was gracious and I joined 
the staff of the Airport Chaplaincy in 
Vienna, as well as helping in a Senior 
Citizens’ Residence, where I have 
made many friends.

Life changes and so has God’s call 
on my life. The words from a song 
we sang at St. Anna’s Church on the 
Long Night of Churches seem par-
ticularly appropriate for me: Sister, 
carry on; it may be rough and it may 
be rocky, but sister, carry on!by
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One Note After Another

It all began with singing in the UN 
Choir: occasionally we were asked 

to sing on special occasions in the 
“Russian” Church near Checkpoint 
3. One day, I received a phone call 
from the brother of a young woman 
who several months before had been 
interested in applying for my previ-
ous job. She subsequently committed 
suicide. Would I arrange a memorial 
service for her? Two colleagues and I 
put together a service commemorat-
ing this lovely young woman. Gradu-
ally the word spread that I could not 
only help with the music, but could 
also provide a framework (off the in-
ternet!) for a memorial service, with 
readings and prayers. Support came 
from unexpected sources: once I had 
to explain apologetically to my Mus-
lim supervisor that I needed a long 
lunch break. He smiled and said I 
should take as I long as I needed. I 
was doing this for a colleague and it 
was all part of our life in the UN.

I recall a beautiful memorial mass 
for a former president of the VIC 
Hiking Club in the Wotruba Church 
in the 23rd district. Surrounded by 
trees and grass, it was indeed the 
perfect setting. One of our number 
had composed a Kyrie Eleison, and 
we were all ready to start. Waiting 
for the Hiking Club to clump in in 
their hiking boots and sling their 
backpacks on the chairs, I noticed 
the trees waving in the wind, as it 
were clapping their hands. 

There were amusing moments as 
well. On one occasion when asking 

the organizers what kind of music 
would they like I was told “Gospel, 
but nothing religious”! We sang Deep 
River and Michael Row the Boat Ashore.
Another time I asked Sally Wells to 
lead a service for the husband of a 
friend and colleague. When my friend 
thanked me the next day she smiled 
wryly and said her husband had 
been dead against women priests!

On retirement I left the UN Choir, 
but continue to help plan funerals 
and memorial services. Recently two 
friends, aware of how devastated 
their families would be, asked me 
to make suggestions and prepare a 
service (the Church of England has a 
very useful website). Interesting dis-
cussions on life after death have en-
sued. We have also looked at prac-
ticalities, such as consulting a list 
of the necessary documents (you’d 
be surprised) and putting in writing 
where they wish to be buried. This 
information is now carefully squir-
reled away in a folder all ready for 
when the time comes.

by C
hristina Stevens
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I was not baptised as a baby. My 
parents, though nominally Angli-

cans, were not church goers. When 
I was 11 years old, I started dream-
ing of being a priest, an impossibility 
in those far off days, so I put it to 
the back of my mind. Nevertheless, 
I felt a call to faith and was inspired 
by books such as John Buchan’s Mr 
Standfast, Lloyd Douglas’ The Robe 
and The Big Fisherman.

At the age of 12, I was baptised in our 
local village church in Somerset and 
a week later confirmed by the Bishop 
of Bath and Wells. As the Bishop laid 
hands on me, I felt an fiery warmth 
run through me, which I now recog-
nise was the Holy Spirit, though at 
the time I did not understand what 
was happening.

This started me on a journey of 
faith and of faithful attendance at 

How I got where I am

church—a somewhat lonely experi-
ence, as I was an only child and no-
body else was remotely interested. 
Since the priesthood was not possi-
ble, I looked for the next best thing, 
which was to join the Order of Dea-
conesses. I wrote to the Order, ex-
pressing my interest and they sent a 
Deaconess to interview me. We met 
in a Fuller’s tea room and what I best 
remember about that interview was 
the delicious coffee and walnut cake! 
The Deaconess wisely discerned that 
I was in no way ready to take such 
a step. She was right. I was on the 
verge of stepping out into the excit-
ing world of young adulthood.

As I progressed through college, 
work in London, getting engaged and 
then married and travelling abroad, I 
gradually drifted away from God and 
the church.  It was not a conscious or 
reasoned decision, just that life was 
good—I didn’t feel any need for God 
Then disaster struck! We lost our 
third child. Louisa was five months 
old when she died a cot death. It was 
so sudden and unexpected that we 
were both shocked and heartbroken. 
We were living in Vienna at the time.

As C. S. Lewis once wrote, “God 
whispers to us in our pleasures, 
speaks in our consciences, but shouts 
in our pains”.  Now I really wanted 
to know, “Where is God in all this?” 
I joined a Bible study group to look 
for answers and one of the answers 
I found was in Isaiah 43: “Do not 
be afraid, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by name, you are 

continued on p13
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A calling to the priesthood has 
been with me as long as I can 

remember. But it wasn’t until I 
came across the Anglican tradition, 
through Christ Church Vienna, that I 
felt I had found a spiritual home that 
empowered me to pursue this voca-
tion. 

The call (and fascination with the 
Church) has been linked with my 
experience of God in public worship 
from an early age—the rituals, mu-
sic and symbolism of the liturgy have 
deepened my awareness of God and 
continue to do so. I have always felt 
that as we meet together in worship, 
Christ is very much present.

As I continue to explore what this 
calling might mean and where it 
might lead me, a passage from Luke’s 
Gospel comes to mind that has been 
there at key moments of this journey, 
as Christ says: “…but as for you, go 
and proclaim the Kingdom of God” 
(Luke 9.60b). This passage has been 
there for me when I considered or-
dination and it is with me now as I 
make the next steps in my ministry. 
It urges me to trust in God’s presence 
and go out from where I am in order 
to allow God to work through me.

This call certainly has led me away 
from home and continues to lead me 
to places and ministries I wouldn’t 
have had in mind a few years ago. 
The call also becomes more and 
more urgent, creating a need to be 
more deeply in God’s presence and 
to let go of things that may be in the 
way.

But more and more I realise that 
Christ’s command, “…but as for 
you, go and proclaim the Kingdom 
of God” is an invitation to everyone. 
For calling is not only something that 
happens to ordained ministers of the 
Church but to all of us. We are called 
to grow in understanding of how God 
works in our lives and in the world. 
We are called to delve deep and 
explore how we might preach this 
Kingdom of God.

We all have a call; and we need to 
learn to listen to the voice inside that 
is guiding us. We need to allow for 
the unforeseen to shake up our pat-
terns. No one is left out of this as we 
together become the priesthood of 
all believers. For God says to us:

“…but as for you, go and proclaim 
the Kingdom of God.”

The Voice Inside
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Peacemaker and diplomat are not 
synonymous terms, although 

there are certainly times when they 
overlap. Decades of faithful service 
to my country blessed me with oc-
casions when I could see this over-
lap and maybe a handful of times 
when I got to be a water carrier for 
diplomats of real talent and convic-
tion engaged in constructive work. 

The story of my “accidental” career 
as a diplomat starts when I was a 
struggling PhD student in America. 
A friend urged me to take the For-
eign Service exams as a lark to see 
how I would score, which with free 
time and curiosity, I did. Fast for-
ward to several months later, by 
which time I realized that I had no 
vocation for the meticulous research 
and theorizing that is the lifeblood 
of an academic. At that point, letter 
and phone call came offering me an 
appointment. A child of the work-

ing class in the era before budget 
airline travel, I thought it might be 
rewarding to see more of the world 
while I sorted out what to do next. 
What’s a couple of years and a bit 
of adventure when you’re young? 
Of course, those years stretched out 
to be most of a lifetime; God indeed 
works in mysterious ways.

A cynic once wrote that a diplo-
mat is “an honest man sent to lie 
abroad for the good of his country.” 
I always felt, on the contrary, that 
credibility is the currency of good 
diplomacy. Persistent misrepresen-
tation of the truth erodes the effec-
tiveness of any country’s diploma-
cy. One doesn’t have to look far to 
find examples in today’s world, just 
as in the past. I would posit, how-
ever, that the essence of good diplo-
macy is putting forth an agenda that 
is good for one’s own country and 
which offers real benefits to oth-
ers who decide to go along with it. 
In this vein, the architecture of the 
post-1945 world’s open societies 
and shared institutions was created 
by visionary statesmen persuading 
others of similar mind and goodwill 
to embrace principles of political 
order, trade and economics. 

Now, this wasn’t an exercise in du-
bious starry-eyed idealism. On the 
contrary, this US-led transforma-
tion of many parts of our troubled 
globe, and certainly that of war-
weary Europe, rested on a sound-
minded pursuit of national interest. 
It may be a truism to say that every by
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My Career, My Vocation
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nation pursues its own national 
interest and has a duty to its own 
people to do so. The trick is how 
broadly or narrowly a nation de-
fines its national interest. This was 
the genius of the international sys-
tem that emerged after World War 
II (and which is under severe stress 
today): institutions, alliances and 
programmes were created through 
which benefits in collective security 
and prosperity came to the peoples 
of each participating country.

As a small part of this enterprise, my 
country promoted a wide variety of 
educational and cultural exchanges 
between Americans and citizens 
of other lands. Most of my career 
was spent in this area of diplomacy. 
The purpose of these programmes 

Mike was with the US State Depart-
ment for four decades.

mine.” I rejoined the church in Christ 
Church Vienna. There I met people 
who had experienced the Holy Spirit. 
At that time, there was a wave of 
interest all around in what the Holy 
Spirit was doing, in what he was 
saying to us. At our church retreat 
one year, the invited speaker talked 
about the work of the Holy Spirit and 
prayed for those of us who wished to 
receive the Holy Spirit.  

This was a turning point for me. I 
had a clear sense of a call to serve 
God but it took a while for me to re-
alise that this would be as a priest. 
First I trained as a Lay Reader and 
a Pastoral Counsellor. Gradually it 
dawned on me that I really was be-
ing called to the priesthood. This 



was to build mutual understand-
ing. American scholars, govern-
ment officials and business people 
learn about foreign countries and 
their counterparts learn about my 
country. Links are formed that can 
flourish over decades. They con-
tribute to more supportive relations 
on many levels beyond just govern-
ment-to-government and they help 
us to overcome suspicion and mis-
understanding, hopefully without 
sacrifice of the values of one’s own 
(admittedly always evolving) soci-
ety. As a small cog in this long-term 
project of peaceful engagement, I 
came to realize that my career was 
my vocation.

was God’s perfect timing, for, as we 
returned from Vienna to England, the 
Act for the Ordination of Women had 
just passed through Synod and Par-
liament and I could apply for training 
for the priesthood. Something out of 
the question when I was 11, had just 
become possible.

I was in the second batch of women 
to be ordained deacon (1995) and 
was priested in 1996. I served my 
curacy in Christ Church Highbury 
and continued there as Assistant 
Minister till my retirement in 2003. 
But strangely, God’s call on one’s life 
does not end with retirement and I 
am still on the staff twelve years lat-
er—and still doing locum chaplain-
cies in the Diocese in Europe.

Tania W
itter, cont. from

 p9
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Sister Noella Marcilleno, a Ben-
edictine nun in Connecticut, has 

a doctorate in microbiology. Known 
as the “Cheese Nun”, she is a lead-
ing authority in the art of traditional 
French cheesemaking. Of her many 
talents, most people would prob-
ably consider her commitment to the 
Order of St. Benedict a vocation, her 
doctorate in microbiology her educa-
tion and her cheese affection a career. 
This typical compartmentalization 
does not apply to Sr. Noella. “Why 
aren’t you studying theology as a 
nun?”, she has been asked, reply-
ing, “In seeing creation. . .we have to 
enter it at a specific creation point, 
which for me is microbiology.”

I shy away from the use of the word 
vocation when it comes to my own 
labours or that of my fellow laity. 
“Ministry” or “service”, but vocation? 
It sounds a tad presumptuous. As a 
lawyer, fitness instructor, wife and by
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Entering God’s Creation

mother, there have been times when 
I felt I was ministering to others just 
as Jesus intended. However, not once 
have I answered the question, “What 
do you do?” with “well, my voca-
tion is . . .”; nor have I asked anyone 
about their own vocation. Perhaps it 
is time to rethink this. We suffer from 
a societal misperception and misuse 
of the word “vocation.” We all have 
one but are not necessarily pursu-
ing it. Perhaps we should challenge 
ourselves to examine the talents and 
the unique longings God has placed 
in our hearts. We are all given an op-
portunity to enter God’s creation at 
one or more points in our lives. St. 
Paul writes in his letter to the Ephe-
sians, “As a prisoner for the Lord, 
then, I urge you to live a life worthy 
of the calling you have received.” 

At the ordination of Revds. Mike 
Waltner and Ros Wilkinson on 2 
July, the Revd. Canon John Wilkinson 
admitted he cringed whenever some-
one spoke of “my” ministry. Our vo-
cations are not ones we claim for 
ourselves but of coming alongside 
God in the fulfillment of His minis-
try. In our zeal for accomplishment, 
we sometimes forget that we enter 
into God’s creation, not our own. 
The following day, the Very Revd. Dr 
John P. Downey spoke of the early 
jitters that come with leading the 
order of service. Over time, he said, 
such concerns fade and it becomes 
a part of what you have been called 
to be. This can apply to all of us as 
we live our vocations. God graces us 
with gifts and longings and we move 
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Growing up in the ‘parsonage’ 
in a family with many genera-

tions of clergy, I was often asked 
if I was going to be a minister. My 
standard answer was “I’m never go-
ing to be a minister and I’m never 
going to marry one.” As a teenager 
I was challenged by a friend: “If you 
call Jesus your Lord, you have to be 
willing to do whatever he might call 
you to do.” I reflected on this for 
some weeks before I apologized to 
God for wanting to rule something 
out. But in the back of my mind, like 
fingers crossed behind my back, was 
the hope that God wouldn’t call me 
to ordained ministry. Instead, God 
seemed to enable me to do the thing 
I had wanted to do since I was six 
years old: sing. 

For me, getting the first job I audi-
tioned for in Vienna felt like the most 
wonderful gift God could have given 
me—maybe that was my calling’ af-
ter all.

But then, one day, seemingly out of 
the blue, our then chaplain, Jeremy 
Peake, asked me if I didn’t think God 
was calling me to ordained ministry. 
No. Had I ever considered it? No. 
(This wasn’t completely true, but 
having always ruled it out, it was true 
in a sense.) Well, he thought may-

be I did; would I be willing to think 
and pray about it? Out of a sense of 
obedience to my priest and love and 
respect for this godly man, I said 
yes. To my surprise and discomfort, 
when I asked God, the answer was 
an almost deafening yes. I grieved 
over giving up singing; I mourned 
the need to leave Vienna, which had 
been my home for almost 13 years 
and all of my adult life. Yet wherever 
I turned there was confirmation that 
this was the right step: the dozen 
family members and friends who had 
seen my calling before I told them, 
and the people in the church tasked 
with discernment all agreed.

That conversation with Jeremy is 
now nineteen years ago, and it’s 
eighteen years ago that I came to 
Durham to train for ministry. Now 
my ministry takes the form of train-
ing others for priestly ministry, 
though I still take services regularly 
in our church as well. As happy as I 
was when singing, my work now is 
even more deeply fulfilling. I always 
feel I am most fully myself when 
presiding at the Eucharist. And per-
haps that is the secret of ‘calling’: 
God calls us to be fully the people 
we were created to be, which is so 
much more than a statement about 
what we ‘do’.

by R
evd. Jennifer M

oberley
The Right Step

“Each of you should use whatever 
gift you have received to serve others 
... If anyone speaks, they should do 
so as one who speaks the very words 
of God.”

into them sometimes slowly, some-
times quickly, sometimes with stops 
and starts. We become who we are, 
striving to remain faithful, as God is 
faithful to us.



16

As the articles in this edition of 
Crossways will undoubt-

edly indicate, vocation is a complex 
subject. The complexity comes from 
not knowing how to balance the 
call of the Church (as God’s people 
on earth) and a direct sense of call 
from God himself. It also comes from 
all of us who are Christians being 
called into ministry (Eph 4:12), and 
yet many of us also being called into 
secular work. 

For me, the central component of my 
call to ministry and my understand-
ing of the nature of active ministry 
is commitment to the word of God, 
to the Scriptures. To be clear, it is 
not the only task of a calling into 
vocational ministry, but rather the 
principal task. I think this much is 
understood in the modern Anglican 
Church as it is no accident that the 
first three vows a priest makes at his 
ordination revolve around the min-
istry of the word: “Do you accept 
the Holy Scriptures as revealing all 
things necessary for eternal salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ? Will 
you be diligent in prayer, in reading 
Holy Scripture, and in all studies that 
will deepen your faith and fit you to 
bear witness to the truth of the gos-
pel? 3) Will you lead Christ’s people 
in proclaiming his glorious gospel, 
so that the good news of salvation 
may be heard in every place?” May 
the faithful answer be: “By the help 
of God, I will.”

I would like to suggest that this focus, 
of course, comes from the Scriptures 
themselves.Whether it is the job de-

scription of the Old Testament priest 
(Deut 33:10, Mal 2:7), the clear call 
to Timothy upon receiving his or-
dination gift (1 Tim 4:13-14, 2 Tim 
3:16-17), Paul’s defense of his own 
ministry (2 Cor 10:16, Rom 15:4), or 
the stated objectives of Jesus’s min-
istry (Matt 5:17-20 and 21-48, Luke 
4:43), the one called to vocational 
ministry is clearly called to be stu-
dent and teacher of the word of God. 

I have felt most affirmed in this con-
viction these last few years as I’ve 
meditated on the calling of Samuel 
into ministry in 1 Samuel 3. The text 
is structured around the recognition 
of Samuel that it was God who was 
calling him. The dramatic tension 
builds through the passage as the 
boy Samuel keeps hearing a voice in 
the night and running to the priest, 
Eli, who is confused by the matter. 
After the third encounter, Eli tells the by
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boy: “Go, lie down; and if he calls 
you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for 
your servant is listening.’” Samuel 
does so and the Lord speaks to him. 
There is no doubt that this is the cli-
max of the story. Samuel has recog-
nized the voice of the Lord.

There is an important repetition in 
the story that provides structure as 
well. It is the word word. The pas-
sage begins by stating that the “word 
of the Lord was rare in those days” 
(3:1), which is immediately demon-
strated in the description of a priest 
whose eyesight was failing and a 
lamp that was dimming. The narra-
tor, in the midst of describing Sam-
uel running between sleeping in the 
temple and wherever Eli was slum-
bering, states the problem: “Now 
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, 
and the word of the Lord had not yet 
been revealed to him” (3:7). Yet, by 
the end of the passage: “As Samu-
el grew up, the Lord was with him 
and let none of his words fall to the 
ground” (3:19, 21). Chapter 4 begins 
with a new setting: “And the word of 
Samuel came to all Israel” (4:1).

When God finally does speak to 
Samuel, it is a troubling statement. 
God has chosen to replace Eli and 
his sons. He has chosen to replace 
the priesthood because of their diso-
bedience. And it is Samuel who is to 
replace Eli (see 2:35). God introduces 
his statement in very specific terms: 
“See, I am about to do something 
in Israel that will make both ears of 
anyone who hears of it tingle” (3:11). 

When God is about to act, he calls it 
doing his word. The old priesthood 
is condemned and the new priest is 
called because the word of the Lord 
must go from rare to abundant.

Now of course, as a member of the 
clergy, it is tempting to think that 
this central task of service to God 
is somehow going to always be met 
with such success. Yet, it only takes 
about 4 more chapters for Samuel to 
make the same mistakes as Eli, set-
ting his sons upon the people and 
undermining God’s word in the pro-
cess (see 1 Sam 8:1-3). And at that 
point, the people of Israel were ready 
to completely abandon the priest-
hood in order to have a king rule over 
them. It is a clear reminder that the 
one who God promises to raise up 
himself, the one “who shall do ac-
cording to what is in my heart and 
in my mind” (2:35), was not Samuel. 
Ultimately, it was Jesus who came to 
proclaim the true words of God (Matt 
5:17-20, 21-48) and fulfill what was 
lacking in the priesthood (Heb 7:26-
28). In other words, a right word 
ministry must be inChrist Jesus.

As I reflect on this story of Samuel, I 
am encouraged. It is not my words, 
but the word of the Lord, as it is ful-
filled and perfected in his Son, that 
his people need. And it is not me, but 
the central message of the gospel, 
that his people need most. My sense 
of vocation before God is undeniably 
bound up in being a student of his 
word, that I might have something 
useful to say to his people. 



On Sunday, 12 June, Christ 
Church Vienna celebrated the 

90th birthday of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II at the 10.00 service. 
After a very special service in the 
presence of H.E. Ambassador Su-
san le Jeune d’Allegeershecque and 
her husband Stéphane that culmi-
nated in a moving yet joyful singing 
of the national anthem, members 

Happy 90th Birthday, Your Majesty!

“The Queen is an example to all Christians and all of us, as members of the family of 
believers, can learn from her example. And so we ought, for she has learnt well from the 
example of Jesus Christ that inspires her. We mark, we celebrate, we acknowledge her faith 
as a fellow practitioner and by so doing we can learn from her.” [the Chaplain’s sermon]



Happy 90th Birthday, Your Majesty!
of the congregation gathered in the 
British Embassy to raise a toast to 
the Queen. These black and white 
pages cannot do justice to the col-
ourful hats and dresses of the con-
gregation nor the beautiful crowns 
made and worn by children attend-
ing Kids’ Church. The birthday cake 
was cut by the Chaplain and the 
Churchwardens

“The Queen is an example to all Christians and all of us, as members of the family of 
believers, can learn from her example. And so we ought, for she has learnt well from the 
example of Jesus Christ that inspires her. We mark, we celebrate, we acknowledge her faith 
as a fellow practitioner and by so doing we can learn from her.” [the Chaplain’s sermon]
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There will be tour of the Botanical Garden on 15 October (Saturday) at 10.45. 
This will be conducted by Prof. Michael Kiehn, Director of the Garden. He will 
give a historic and scientific view of our Botanical  garden. We will meet in the 
church centre at 10.45 and walk up the Rennweg to the garden.

Claus Vogl has kindly agreed to lead another nature walk in the Lobau on 
Saturday, 6 August. We meet at 14.00 at Saltenstraße 65, Vienna 22 where 
we start our walk and return there for tea, cakes and sandwiches afterwards. 
Anyone using public transport can be picked up from the bus-stop. Please call 
Judy on 0650/4747473 if you would like to join us and for further details. This 
is always a fascinating event for nature-lovers of all ages.

The ministry committee is arranging two or three, courses on “Exploring pas-
toral care”, a Thursday morning course commencing 15 September and a pos-
sible Tuesday evening course in place of Soundings. This six-session, self-led 
group course is suitable for all church members (eg home groups, cell groups 
and fellowship groups) as well as some church members involved, or thinking 
about involvment, in pastoral care in the church and community. Each session 
is designed for 1½ hours and offers opportunity for bible study, discussion, 
sharing and reflection. The course comes in a workbook and builds on the 
understanding of developing quality relationships. It is a useful step into the 
resourcing pastoral carers course for people who want to more specifically 
develop their call into pastoral care.

John and Judy Castelino will be hosting the annual Church BBQ on Sunday, 
14 August for all those attending the 10.00 service. The BBQ will take place 
whatever the weather and children are particularly welcome. You don’t need to 
bring any food, but it would be good if everyone could chip in with the work—
preparation before the event, help with serving food and drinks during the BBQ 
or clearing up afterwards! There will be a sign-up list at the back of the church 
and those who can give others a lift might like to include their phone numbers. 
Please contact Judy on 0650/4747473 for any questions.

“There has never been a renewal of the Church in Western Europe without a 
renewal of prayer and the life of religious communities. Never. And if we want 
to see things changed, it starts with prayer.” Archbishop of Canterbury. There 
is a small but dedicated group at Christ Church who gather monthly to pray for 
individuals and the life and witness of our church. We meet on Wednesdays at 
19.00 hours. Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 7 September. Please join us.
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Next year’s confirmation service is on Sunday, 30 April. The Diocesan Bishop, 
Robert Innes, will officiate. Confirmation classes begin in January. There will be 
classes for adults and teenagers. Register with the Chaplain by the beginning 
of December.

Alexandra Schmidt has agreed to prepare children who are seven years and 
older for First Communion. The lessons are on the following Sundays: 11, 18, 
25 and 2 October after the 10.00 service. Children will be admitted at the ser-
vice on Sunday, 9 October.

This year the literary world is celebrating two 400th anniversaries: those of 
William Shakespeare and Miguel de Cervantes. The Reading Group has com-
mitted to reading the first volume of Cervantes’ classic Don Quixote or at least 
the first 300 pages.  A recommended English translation is the Collector’s Li-
brary edition, translated by J. M. Cohen (IBSN 978 1 904919 79 7). 

Kids’ Church resumes after the summer on Sunday, 11 September, but we hope 
that many families will make it to the Family Eucharist on Sunday, 4 September. 
Kids’ Church is looking for new leaders and assistants. If you are interested 
in contributing to this important ministry of our church please contact Lucille 
Curran, the Kids’ Church coordinator.

This year our Harvest Thanksgiving Service is on Sunday, 2 October. It is al-
ways a Family Eucharist. In the evening there will be a service of Choral Even-
song at 18.00. It is customary to decorate the church the day before. Produce 
collected at the Harvest Thanksgiving service is donated to the soup kitchen 
run by the Sisters of Charity.

The African Fest will take place on 10 September at the Christus Hoffnung der 
Welt Church near the VIC (U1 underground to Kaisermühlen/VIC), starting 
at 17.00. Don’t miss this annual event, organised by the African members of 
Christ Church and their friends. Great food, great drinks and great music!

Our next meeting of the Men’s Breakfast is on Saturday, 1 October at 09.00. We 
meet in the Church Centre. The session will be led by Roland Illman.
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I first felt a sense of vocation dur-
ing my student years. It was not a 

clear call; rather it was something 
that could wait until I had completed 
more immediate challenges like com-
pleting my doctorate. As a result, for 
many years I served God through lay 
leadership as a Reader in the Diocese 
of Durham. After my move to Europe 
and the transfer of  my license as 
Reader to the Diocese in Europe, my 
sense of vocation again rose to the 
forefront.

With very little warning and even 
less preparation, for over a year 
from 2005-2006, I provided continu-
ity in the Chaplaincy of Bucharest 
and Sofia during an interregnum. In 
the course of this year I finally un-
derstood the extent of my calling by 
God: to serve Him as priest. Mov-
ing to Skopje in 2008 offered new 
challenges and further opportuni-
ties to be God's servant. Establish-
ing a new Anglican congregation, 

bonding a wide variety of liturgical 
backgrounds, ensuring relevance of 
worship for a very wide age range in 
the congregation, being asked by the 
son of a lapsed Muslim to guide him 
through the preparations for baptism 
and then confirmation as a member 
of the Church of England: these are 
just examples.

I was born and brought up on a 
farm, and for many years worked as 
a farmer. Since then, I have acted as 
an advisor to a wide range of farmers 
in many different countries through-
out Europe. Through this experience 
I have learned a little about the prac-
tical work of the shepherd, and this 
has helped me enormously in under-
standing the pastoral responsibilities 
of my vocation. I have noted signifi-
cant differences in the approach to 
shepherding in different countries. 
In England for example, when mov-
ing the flock, the shepherd typically 
stands behind the flock and depends 
on his dogs to ensure that the flock 
goes in the right direction. The Eu-
ropean and Asian shepherd, on the 
other hand, leads from the front, and 
sheep and his dogs follow where he 
leads.

I have noticed that the European ap-
proach is better for the sheep and for 
the shepherd's assistants (his dogs). 
I believe that my vocation is to lead 
by example, in other words to lead 
my “flock" from the front. I believe 
that this can be achieved only in faith 
and in total obedience to God. This is 
my vocation.

The Shepherd
by
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My teaching profession began in 
1974 as soon as I graduated 

(B.Sc) from university in Sri Lanka. We 
had the option of going into teach-
ing or continuing with postgraduate 
studies. Having dreamt of being a 
teacher since I was 10, I was happy 
to take a post teaching chemistry in 
a high-school for students prepar-
ing for university admission. I was 
very happy and successful because 
well over half the students entered 
university and qualified in teach-
ing, medicine or other professions. I 
felt I had contributed to their future.

Meanwhile, my interest in postgrad-
uate studies popped up and I began 
working in parallel on my Masters 
thesis, obtaining a  M.Phil followed 
by PhD under a grant from the Na-
tional Science Council of  Sri Lanka. 
My field of research was systemat-
ics and evolutionary botany. I used 
basic methodologies available in the 
1980s to answer questions relating 
to the Piper black pepper genus, an 
economically important spice crop. 
I enjoyed the working environment 
until the political situation worsened 
in 1983. I was utterly devastated. In 
the midst of crisis, God had another 
plan for me. In 1985, I received a Brit-
ish Council award to attend Reading 
University in the UK for two years to 
learn modern molecular techniques 
at population level as well as training 
on cytogenetics. During this period I 
also becane involved with research 
groups at Jodrell Laboratory and the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, UK 
and continue to be involved.

I met an eminent Austrian boton-
ist and some of his colleagues from 
the Institute of Botany, University 
of Vienna, during a field excursion 
to Sri lanka in1984. Professor F. 
Ehrendorfer gave a lecture on chro-
mosomal evolution at the University 
of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka, which fas-
cinated me and I kept my contact to 
him about research projects in Vi-
enna. To my surprise he invited me 
to come to Vienna in 1987, just after 
I returned from UK. 

I accepted his invitation and arrived 
in Vienna in May 1987 (when I first 
joined Christ Church). I became in-
volved with various ongoing projects 
in the Institute, seeking to learn new 
aspects of research in plant families. 
I had the chance to visit research 
institutions in Austria as well as in 
Germany and of course the UK. Keen 
to return to teaching, I accepted a 
post teaching modern techniques to 
postgraduates. 

Guiding Young Minds
by D

r. R
ose Sam

uel
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Everybody has a different story, 
and that is what is so thrilling 

about people’s journeys through life.  
The following is my understanding of 
my own story, the one that has led me 
to where I am now and into the future.

Thinking back, my vocation was just 
that—a calling, a nudge, a whisper, 
a touch on the shoulder, an enfold-
ing love, rather than a desire to be 
a priest. In fact I wasn’t at all sure 
I wanted to be a priest. Just that in-
sistent, gentle call. It probably be-
gan when I was about eight and was 
given a Bible by my grandmother.  
None of it made much sense, except 
for the first verses of the last chapter 
of Revelation, which spoke to me, the 
child, of a beauty beyond imagining.  
Church was one of those things that 
one did, and I didn’t enjoy it much, 
except for the flowers and the light 
that poured into the Norman build-
ing. At Confirmation, saving the 
world seemed a good idea but that 
didn’t last long.

During early adult life I didn’t go reg-
ularly to church but had questions 
about God, Jesus Christ, faith, that 
no-one seemed to take seriously. 
In my early forties, when I married 
Andrew and went to live in Austral-
ia, I discovered there was an Angli-
can theological college in Canberra, 
plucked up the courage to go and see 
them and asked if I could sit in on the 
lectures, without going forward with 
everyone else towards ordination. 
They agreed on condition that I took 
a degree, and did all the fieldwork, 
placements, practical and pastoral 
work, the same as everyone else. So 
off I went, hoping to find answers. 
I finally asked to be considered for 
the diaconate, but was turned down 
on the grounds that I wasn’t sure 
enough about ordination (they were 
quite right). In due course I got my 
degree and that was that.

Except it wasn’t. I decided on leaving 
college that I had to face my ques-
tions instead of running from them. 
This was an uncomfortable and un-
happy time, as everything fell away, 
like a snake sloughing its skin. Af-
ter about four years I found myself 
“standing on the bottom” of where I 
had fallen. And it was utterly secure 
for all eternity.

Some time later, when on home leave 
in Australia from Vienna, two things 
happened while we were staying with 
friends. It was a Sunday. Our friend 
and former fellow-student was pre-
siding at the early service. My most 
powerful memories of that service 
were the image of the crucified and 

A Touch on the Shoulder
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I did my habilitation in 1999 (a pro-
cess only known in German speak-
ing countries) whereby research and 
teaching can be done independently. 
I was then offered a permanent po-
sition in University of Vienna that 
opened the door to apply for re-
search grants from the Austrian Sci-
ence Fund where I could have my 
own postgraduate student research 
groups. So far, I have had a total of 
seven funded projects. These pro-
posals were collaborative work with 
scientists in the UK (specially Kew), 
New Caledonia, Sri Lanka and oth-
ers. I have guided eight PhD and 
many Master students from my 
grants as well as from collaborative 
projects with other professors. 

I enjoy my world of research 
and teaching and working with 

young people. I had Austrian stu-
dents as well as students from Sri 
Lanka,Thailand, China, England and 
Germany in my research group. I 
also had exchange students from 
Bulgaria and Croatia. Both Ph.D and 
Master theses were written in Eng-
lish and their work was published in 
International journals allowing them 
to go forward in their careers.

I still do collaborative research with 
University of  Sri Lanka. I have a joint 
research grant with a professor of 
Botany at the University of Peradeni-
ya, where I spend my holidays.

I thank God for leading me in my 
ups and downs and it was hard, es-
pecially at the beginning. God had a 
master plan for me for my life so far, 
and I am sure into the future too.



risen Christ on the altar frontal. And 
the humility of the celebrant. Later 
we went with him to the local psy-
chiatric hospital where he was chap-
lain for their Sunday service. A tiny 
chapel, but one so full of love it was 
tangible. By the end of that day I had 
been picked up, turned round and 
set on the long and bumpy road to-
wards offering myself for ordination. 

Perhaps the hardest part was the 
waiting to see if one would be ac-
cepted. It is different from a normal 
job application, as the process ques-
tions who you are to the very depths 
of your being; it questions the most 
important thing in your life. It is a 

time of great vulnerability because in 
the most secret places of the heart 
we are all deeply vulnerable. This 
links in with my discomfort with 
the word Almighty, used so often in 
prayers, except in the context of “the 
almighty power of suffering love” 
(Moltmann).  My God is a God at 
the heart of all creation who suffers 
with us rather than One who wields 
power. I slowly begin to understand 
the concept of fatherhood.

And so after what seemed at times 
a journey without end, to the diaco-
nate, the priesthood and the begin-
ning of another chapter: a journey 
still astonishing and humbling.

Rose Sam
uel, cont. from
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Vocation: this is a word that 
I’m sure means very different 

things to each of you. For some it 
can be about a sense of purpose, 
for others a sense of identity. Per-
haps it refers to the sort of job or 
career whose role in society is both 
clear and valuable. This was proba-
bly my starting point—the Lutheran 
idea that each of us has a vocation 
to serve our community in whatever 
way God calls us—and it is still a 
view I hold strongly: I genuinely be-
lieve each of us has a vocation.

But as I now approach the end of 
my second year of curacy it has 
taken on a new place for me. Year 
one was the “honeymoon” year, 
this has been the year where I have 
come to discover that I am not good 
at everything I have to do, and peo-
ple have been more willing (albeit 

gently) to draw my attention to ar-
eas of growth. That is not a bad 
thing; the whole point of a curacy 
is after all to learn as much as pos-
sible before reaching the heights 
of expectation that comes with an 
incumbency. Nonetheless, at times 
it has made me question if I’m in 
the right job. And given that “the 
treasure entrusted to me is Christ’s 
own flock, bought by the shedding 
of his blood on the cross”, as the 
Ordination Service has it, being in 
the wrong job is quite a serious 
problem!

But then a conversation with a 
friend reminded me that I did not 
seek out this job; I was called to 
it by God, and that call was tested 
by others, including Patrick and the 
Church Council at Christ Church. 
For whatever reason, God decided 
that I should have the privilege of 
serving his Church in this way. So 
when I find that hard and won-
der if God chose the right person, 
that is not a reason to give up, but 
to return to my vocation. In fact, 
I should expect to be out of my 
depth; the Ordination Service con-
tinues “You cannot bear the weight 
of this calling in your own strength, 
but only by the grace and power of 
God. Pray therefore…”

All vocations bring their own chal-
lenges, but if they are truly voca-
tions, then they are God’s calling to 
us to serve him and his world. Pray 
therefore …

Called and Tested





At the 10.00 service on Sunday, 10 July, Churchwarden Philip Reading extended a mys-
terious invitation to the congregation to meet after the service in the church garden. 

Our curiosity was shortlived. When we trooped in number into the garden in place of hon-
our, among a delectible array of finger-foods, was a large, appropriately football-themed 
birthday cake with “Happy Birthday Patrick” inscribed in large letters. It was a very special 
occasion to commemorate a very special birthday that featured the number 6: Patrick has 
been our Chaplain for 16 years, and it was his 60th birthday. It wasn’t possible for Philip to 
describe the countless ways in which Patrick has touched all our lives, but he did mention 
the significant number of congregation members whom Patrick had encouraged to pursue 
ordination themselves and supported them during their journey. Patrick’s brother Tom, who 
was in Vienna to celebrate the family event, spontaneously took the microphone and added 
his personal message. We sang an alternative and more spiritually appropriate rendition of 
Happy Birthday and as Patrick cut his birthday cake—watching football is one of his pet hob-
bies and the day fell on the final match of the UEFA Cup—we broke into a noisy but heartfelt 
For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow. Surrounded by his wife Lucille, daughters Victoria and Alexandra 
and son-in-law Alex as well as the congregation, Patrick could not have failed to have been 
aware of the tremendous love, respect and gratitude we feel towards him, as well as our very 
best wishes for his future life. 
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Would you like to start studying 
the Bible by yourself? Do you 

enjoy reading the Bible but would 
like more background information? If 
the answer is yes, you may wish to 
subscribe to Bible Notes that come 
in a number of different formats (see 
list below). There are four issues a 
year and I have a collection of sam-
ples that I would be happy to pass on 
so that you can make up your mind 
which notes are of interest to you.

As a service to members of the Christ 
Church congregation I place an order 
each year, usually at the end of Oc-
tober, for the following year.  Regular 
subscribers are given a note in late 
September about renewal of their 
orders. New subscribers should con-
tact me with their name, address and 
telephone number, indicating the ti-
tle of their chosen publication. At the 
moment the books we order are:

New Daylight (Bible Reading Fellow-
ship): yearly subscription £23.25 
Every Day with Jesus (CWR): yearly 
subscription £11.00 
Daily Bread (Scripture Union): yearly 
subscription £18.00 
Inspiring Women (CWR): yearly sub-
scription £11.00 
Guidelines: yearly subscription 
£23.25 
Day by Day with God: yearly sub-
scription £23.25

The above prices are based on last 
year’s costs and are converted into 
Euros at the rate of exchange appli-
cable at the time of payment. I col-
lect the amount directly from each 
subscriber. For further information 
or orders, please contact me, Pa-
tricia M. Hutchinison, by email to: 
trishie2@gmailcom or give me a 
ring: 01 4060709 (please leave a 
message if I cannot take your call).

David Chidubem Osondu, on 19 June 2016

Wolfgang Reiter and Katarzyna Godula, on 8 June

Memorial Service for Eva Ebner on 3 June

From the Church Registers
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Dates for your Diary

Aug 14 (Sun) 12.30 BBQ at the Castelinos

Aug 31 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting

Sept 4 (Sun) 10.00 Church Family Eucharist

  18.00 Six O’clock service resumes

Sept 7 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Sept 10 (Sat) 18.00 The African Friends Fest

Sept 11 (Sun) 09.45 KidsChurch resumes

   First Communion classes begin

  18.00 Choral Evensong

Sept 14 (Weds) 18.00 Visit from the RC parish of Hütteldorf

Sept 15 (Thurs) 09.30 Exploring pastoral care group starts

Sept 17 (Sat)  Annual Church Outing, Mariazell

Sept 18 (Sun) 10.00 Preacher Bruce Duncan – former chaplain

Sept 22-25  Archdeaconry Synod, Warsaw

Oct 1 (Sat) 09.00 Men’s breakfast

Oct 2 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

  18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct 5 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

Oct 6 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group - Don Quixote, Cervantes

Oct 9 (Sun) 10.00 Admission to HC

Oct 12 (Weds) 19.00 Concert Baroque ensemble Harmonie Universelle

Oct 30 (Sun) 10.00 Matins – Summertime ends

Nov 1 (Tues) 10.00 All Saints’ Day – Sung Eucharist

Nov 2 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting

Nov 6 (Sun) 10.00 Bishop Heinz Lederleitner new OC bishop to   
   visit Christ Church and preach

Nov 11 (Friday) 10.50 Remembrance Day Klagenfurt

Nov 13 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday

Nov 19 (Sat)  Bazaar 

Nov 30 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting

From the Church Registers



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

Wolfgang and Katarzyna, 8 June 2016




