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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
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Confirmation at Christ Church on 31 May was 
once again a joyous occasion for candidates, 
their families and the congregation. It marked 
the first visit of Diocesan Bishop, the Rt. Revd. 
Robert Innes to Christ Church. 

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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The deadline for submissions for 
the October/November 2015 issue 
of CROSSWAYS  is 15 September. 
Please send contributions to be 
considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

This summer took me to New Jersey, Vancouver, 
Alaska and the south of Spain. Back in Vienna, 

we have been blessed with a stream of visitors who 
ensured we remained in a holiday mood while at home. 
Apart from the opportunity to appreciate the bound-
less beauty of God’s creation—the glaciers of Alaska, 
Mount McKinley, Mediterranean beaches, to name 
a few—my holiday was marked by encounters with 
interesting people. Our stay in Vancouver coincided 
with the FIFA Women’s World Cup and it was thrilling 
to mingle with teams from a wide range of countries. 
Arriving early one Sunday morning at an Anglican 
church in Vancouver, I spent a good 30 minutes talk-
ing to Jamie, a newcomer to the church and indeed to 
the Anglican faith. As a transgender person, Jamie had 
been welcomed by both the clergy and community and 
felt “safe” in the acceptance by the congregation. I was 
unaware of the discrimination and challenges faced by 
transgender individuals in their daily lives and I thank 
God for giving me a greater insight into what for many 
is unknown territory. 

On a train in Alaska, I met a group of clowns, mem-
bers of Shriners International, which is affiliated with 
the Freemason movement. They support children’s 
hospitals throughout the US, targeting in particular 
children with orthopaedic conditions and serious 
burns. The “clowns” who had retired from successful 
careers in other fields, spent their free time bringing 
joy to the children in their pain. I was hitherto utterly 
ignorant of the masonic orders but at the end of the 
train journey, I was full of admiration for their work. 
Elsewhere I met a group of animal rights protesters who 
offered compelling arguments against keeping animals 
in captivity, however generous their living conditions. 
Food for thought ...

I trust that other people’s holidays have similarly 
enriched their lives and that along with the stimula-
tion of new encounters, they took—or for those with 
holidays to look forward to, take—the opportunity for 
a well deserved rest from their daily routine. For many, 
September marks a new beginning and I wish those 
embarking on a new school year or a new step in their 
education  much success and happiness.
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In the summertime when 
the weather is high you can 

stretch right up and touch the 
sky…

The line above is from a 1970 
pop song by Mungo Jerry with 
lyrics that we would not want to 
affirm today like “Have a drink, 
have a drive go out and see what 
(women) you can find” or “If her 
daddy’s rich, take her out for a 

meal, if her daddy’s poor, just do what 
you feel”. Huh? The tune and the first 
lines however at some stage or other 
during the summer cross my mind, 
releasing in me a feeling of anticipa-
tion and lightness.

By the time you read this we will be 
well into summer. Behind us lies the 
summer’s first heat wave. Some are 
presently on holiday, others are go-
ing on holiday and others have been 
on holiday. When we return we will 
have stories to tell of people met, 
adventures braved, places discov-
ered and revisited, friends made and 
friendships renewed, and hopefully 

new insights of God as expressed in 
a favourite morning hymn New every 
morning is the love by John Keble (poet 
and priest). “New mercies, each re-
turning day, hover around us while 
we pray, new perils past, new sins 
forgiven, new thoughts of God, new 
hopes of heaven.” 

Holidays invite us to break with 
routine and to make space for God, 
especially where routine has crowded 
God out. A part of any holiday should 
include time for relaxation and re-
freshment, a time to be rather than to 
do. In some people I meet I encounter 
a busyness that can be interpreted as 
a way of avoiding oneself, often the 
most difficult person to live with! An 
essay by the Jesuit Michael Bordt is 
intriguingly entitled, “Die Kunst sich 
selbst auszuhalten” (The art of put-
ting up with with oneself). The busy-
ness of some is a subconscious tactic 
to avoid what are called existential 
questions, questions about who we 
are. Who we are in relation to others, 
in relation to ourselves and to God? 
During my time as chaplain at the 
University of Bradford and Bradford 
and Ilkley Community College my 
Roman Catholic colleague liked to ask 
the students, “Now, Debbie [or who-
ever], tell me the mystery of Debbie.”

Mystery is a theological word. Mys-
tery novels have their origin in this 
theological word, as in the phrase 
the mystery of faith or the mystery 
of salvation. In a mystery novel the 
reader tries to figure out “Who dun it 
and how and why?” When we speak 
of the mystery of God we say that God 
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is beyond our understanding. God is 
this, but he is more than this! And 
in part what we know about God is 
paradoxical as so well conveyed in the 
burning bush. The bush is on fire but 
it does not burn. It is not consumed. 
(Exodus 3.1-22) Christians believe 
that God has made himself known in 
history, which would lead Archbishop 
Michael Ramsey to say and write, 
“God is Christlike, and in him there 
is no un-Christlikeness at all.” So 
there is something to communicate, 
something to say, but we say it pro-
visionally meaning something like we 
say it with humility and always open 
towards God, who is always calling 
us into his future…

God who has created us is not wholly 
knowable, let alone controllable by 
finite human beings. The Psalmist 
writes with a realism that is needed 
today, “The days of our years are 
threescore years and ten; and if by 
reason of strength they be fourscore 
years, yet is their strength labour 
and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and 
we fly away.” (Psalm 90:10) In turn 
there does seem to be something 
about ourselves that is not completely 
knowable. We can surprise ourselves 
regarding the attitudes we have, the 
values we hold, and even be ashamed 
from time to time, if we are honest 
with ourselves. Ashamed when we 
discover the gap that has opened up 
between us and God in our pursuit 
to be relevant or seem clever, when 
we serve the Zeitgeist rather than 
the living God. We remain a mystery 
to ourselves. We definitely remain a 
mystery to others. 

The word holiday is derived from the 
two words holy and day. And holy is 
related to the word wholeness. To be 
holy is to be made whole. In a modern 
worship song Purify my heart,the con-
gregation sing “I choose to be holy, set 
apart for you my Lord and my Master, 
ready to do your will!” I stumble over 
the words “I choose to be holy.” They 
give me pause for thought. They chal-
lenge me! This is especially the case 
as I have little or no problem with the 
idea of being set apart for a particular 
ministry amongst God’s holy people, 
which is one of the meanings of the 
word holy. Furthermore I desire the 
wholeness, the healing that God can 
and does bring. For one student of 
theology this healing, this being made 
whole is best summed up in the word 
reconciliation. For him this is the most 
important concept and best describes 
what salvation is, namely being rec-
onciled to God and one’s neighbour 
and being a part of God’s reconciling 
work in this our age.

I now realize why I stumble over the 
words “I choose to be holy”, because 
it is not something I have ever cho-
sen, at least not in those words. As 
I understand it, to be holy is God’s 
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work in me. To be holy is to be wholly 
dependent on his grace. It is he who 
makes me whole and thereby holy. It 
is he who heals me, because whole-
ness and healing are related to each 
other. They belong together! At the 
Eucharist the celebrant may invite the 
gathered congregation to receive Holy 
Communion with the words, “God’s 
holy gifts for God’s holy people” and 
the people respond “Jesus Christ is 
Holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Glory 
of God the Father!”

In concluding, holidays are a sacred 
time and they carry something of the 

At the ordination of Mike Waltner 
on Saturday, 27 June the Bishop 

addressed the Ordinands. 

“In the name of our Lord we bid 
you remember the greatness of the 
trust that is now to be committed to 
your charge. Remember always with 
thanksgiving that the treasure now 
to be entrusted to you is Christ's 
own flock, bought by the shedding 
of his blood on the cross. It is to him 
that you will render account for your 
stewardship of his people.

You cannot bear the weight of this 
calling in your own strength, but only 
by the grace and power of God. Pray 
therefore that your heart may daily be 
enlarged and your understanding of 
the Scriptures enlightened. Pray ear-
nestly for the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

In truth what remains for each of us is 

that whatever work God has given us 
we cannot bear the weight of our call-
ing in our own strength. Let us pray 
with Mike that our hearts may daily be 
enlarged and our understanding of the 
Scriptures enlightened. Pray earnestly 
for the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Holy Spirit,

Giver of light and life,

Give us powers greater than our own 
powers.

Thoughts higher than our own 
thoughts,

Prayers better than our own prayers,

That we may spend and be spent

In the love and service of Christ.

Amen”.

Sabbath Commandment about rest in 
them. If you think this too far-fetched 
I am sure we can agree they are spe-
cial times.  In time our attitudes and 
values change; may they so change 
that our beliefs deepen and our faith 
matures. In this sacred time of sum-
mer let us take stock of where we are 
in our relationship to God and in our 
discipleship to Christ and let us open 
ourselves in such a way that we will 
be surprised.
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I want to share with you three short 
stories (cameos) from my most re-

cent adventure in the service of God’s 
Church, which took me to Woking 
for the Bishop’s Staff Meeting, to 
Madrid for Mike’s ordination to the 
diaconate and to Salisbury for Matt 
Earwicker’s first celebration of Holy 
Communion, while staying with Sally 
and Andrew Wells.  

What is the first thing that we might 
note from this short introduction? 
The Gospel is about people. People 
like you and me. The Gospel, the 
Good News of Jesus Christ affects 
people. It affects people in such a 
way that they are ready and will-
ing to dedicate their freedom to his 
service as we prayed two weeks ago 
through the collect set. Three of 

the four people named (Sally, Matt 
and Mike) were sponsored by this 
church for the ordained ministry of 
the church. There are others: Tania 
Witter, Jennifer Moberly, Aileen Hackl 
and Christoph Wutscher spanning 
circa twenty-five years. Our reader 
Laura, also sponsored by Christ 
Church regularly prays that God may 
continue to raise up, call men and 
women to the ordained ministry of 
the Church! So be ready to be sur-
prised! As your parish priest, your 
chaplain I am concerned that each 
of us in our vocation and ministry 
will serve the living God in holiness 
and truth to the glory of God’s name, 
as we just prayed, and further that 
each of us “may so pass through the 
things temporal that we lose not our 

three short stories
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hold on the things eternal”, as we 
prayed last week with each and every 
congregation of our diocese and the 
Church of England.

The three stories that I am about to 
tell are stories of encouragement. At 
least I was encouraged by them! They 
remind us that God is indeed at work 
in the world through his people. 

The first arose in a conversation 
with someone who was attending 
the ordination service in Madrid to 
support Jean Luc Sargent, who will 
serve in the chaplaincy of The Hague. 
The person was there to support Jean 
Luc as a friend, although it transpired 
that he himself was not a Christian. 
Since he was a Frenchman and possi-
bly committed to the total separation 
of church and state, summed up in 
the French word laicite´, I asked him 
what he thought about the church 
speaking up on various issues. To my 
surprise and delight he said he wel-
comed the church’s voice in society. 
He was supportive of its values. He 
could identify with them. The church 
should continue to speak up and into 
society in the name of Jesus Christ. 

I was encouraged, as I said and was 
reminded that where the Church 
is faithful to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, where it speaks the mind 
of Christ and does not confuse this 
with lording it over others, she, the 
Church, continues to have something 
important to say to those in power, 
something that people regardless of 
their faith want to hear and are sup-

portive of. We can put our trust in 
the gospel we have been entrusted 
with. It is a true voice! Some words 
come to mind from the hymn The day 
thou gavest Lord is ending: “We thank 
Thee that Thy church, unsleeping, 
…through all the world her watch is 
keeping, and rests not now by day 
or night.”

The other two stories are from my 
short stay in Salisbury. After Matt’s 
first celebration of Holy Communion 
at St Mark’s, Salisbury I got into a 
conversation with the sound techni-
cian. In the course of our conversa-
tion he expressed a wish at some 
stage or other to be involved as a 
sound technician in one or other of 
the big Christian festivals that have 
grown up over the years. He then 
began to relate the story of meeting 
up with other sound technicians of 
no particular faith background who 
work for a living as technicians and 
roadies. He said that these techni-
cians had told him, not knowing that 
he was a Christian, that they pre-
ferred working the Christian festivals 
because they paid a decent wage for 
their work as opposed to the more 
secular and commercial enterprises. 

The church as a good employer is a 
form of witness to the world. When 
the Archbishop of Canterbury heard 
that certain bodies within the Church 
of England were not paying the mini-
mum wage, which is presently set at 
£6.50 for those 21 years of age and 
older, he spoke up in no uncertain 
terms: the Church of which he was 
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a member should pay at least that 
and more.

The last of my three stories has to 
do with Andrew Wells, a former 
member of our church who served 
on the church council and on the 
Eastern archdeaconry synod in the 
1990s. This week on 8th July we will 
mark the 138th anniversary of the 
opening  of the church building for 
worship. It was originally built for 
the use of the British Ambassador 
and of British subjects residing at or 
visiting Vienna. Today it has become 
by the work of Christ a house for all 
the tribes, languages and nations of 
the world in a changing world.

The Church and Christ Church is al-
ways more than its present members, 
and this makes us stronger when 
we realize it. Andrew, as a lawyer, 
has become involved in law court 
chaplaincy. Through hard work, 
dedication accompanied by prayer 
and participating in Holy Commun-
ion regularly, he has been able to 
build a law court chaplaincy which 
is entirely lay, and has impressively 
replaced the two hours a week one of 
the cathedral canons previously gave 
to the work. A token presence has 
been replaced by a valued presence. 
Through Andrew and his team, it is 
said that the atmosphere of the law 
court in Salisbury has changed. Judg-
es who were previously sceptical of 
the Christian presence in the courts 
have welcomed it. The chaplaincy 
has contacts to other faith communi-
ties that it can call upon other trusted 

members of the wider 
community.

These three cameos 
are a glimpse into how 
Christians today are 
working for the good 
of the wider society in-
spired and fed by their 
faith. These stories are 
witness to the light, salt 
and leaven that each 
and every Christian can 
be, if they but learn to 
dedicate their freedom 
to His service. They remind us that 
each of us today is called to serve 
God in holiness and truth to the glory 
of God’s name. In trying to sum up 
what these three cameos can teach 
I would say, Remain faithful to the 
gospel of Christ in and out of season. 
Respect each and every member of 
the human race by ensuring that 
everyone receives a decent wage, 
which often needs to be legislated by 
the state; and do not be afraid, put 
aside any fears (Berührüngsängste) 
and trust in God. I am reminded of 
some words of Scripture that may 
well be a source of trust to Andrew. 
“When they bring you before the 
synagogues, the rulers, and the au-
thorities, do not worry about how 
you are to defend yourselves or what 
you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will 
teach you at that very hour what you 
ought to say.” (Lk 12.11&12) Anyone 
present who knows Andrew may find 
this thought not so far-fetched.

Andrew Wells
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Any of the 150 or so visitors to 
Christ Church for the “Lange 

Nacht der Kirchen” would have gone 
away well nourished in every sense. 
After an opening prayer by Aileen, 
the Christ Church Social Committee 
swung into action with characteristic 
élan, supplying seemingly endless 
trays of delectable goodies reflecting 
the wide range of our congregation’s 
culinary talents. But nourishment was 
available in the Church, too, where a 
varied programme of church history, 
conversation, meditation, music and 
readings kept congregation and visi-
tors alike glued to the pews! 

A long night ...               ...that seemed all too short 

Before the programme in the church 
started and during the breaks, Nigel 
Reynard directed a team of guides 
to welcome visitors and explain the 
history of Christ Church since its first 
days as an Embassy church and the 
foundation of the church building in 
the 1870s. Leaflets were available with 
details of the church’s history over 
the past century and a half, including 
the baptisms performed before the 
outbreak of the Second World War to 
help Jewish people gain a safe pas-
sage out of Austria, as commemorated 
by the green plaque at the back of 
the church. In the meantime, Herbert 
Stenzenberger and his ‘police escort’ 
of sons-in-law at the church doors 
helped to guide visitors and give a 
friendly first impression. 

In the first item in the programme, 
an interview with Bishop Robert 
Innes moderated by churchwarden 
Philip Reading, Bishop Robert spoke 
candidly about his vocation and mis-
sion. Appointed as Bishop of Europe 
in 2014 and on his first official visit 
to Vienna, he was happy to speak 
about his background in engineering 
and business, his growing discomfort 
in his former job and realisation that 
God was calling him to ordination, 
and his acute awareness of the social 
and spiritual issues confronting the 
Anglican Church in Europe at a time 
of increasing migration from troubled 
parts of the world. 

He fielded some thoughtful and tricky 
questions, including a cosmologically 
searching enquiry as to the fate of ani-
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A long night ...               ...that seemed all too short 

mals after death and a question from 
the floor about the episcopal reading 
habits and entertainment favourites. 
We now know that Les Mis is up there 
at the top of his list of musicals (and 
the DVD will be available, at a price, 
at the Bazaar!). 

Darkness and Light, a meditation with 
readings and music, followed after 
a short break. Directed by Melinda 
May, who had devised the meditation 
together with our organist and choir 
director Andrew Couse, the texts and 
music were drawn from the Anglican 
tradition and explored the themes of 
spiritual struggle, with the “Dialogue 
of the Soul with God” providing a 
moving centrepiece (the text of the 
Dialogue is included overleaf). 

With well-chosen texts taken from the 
Bible and writings of Anglican priests 
from the 17th to the 20th centuries 
(John Gaden, George Herbert, Herbert 
Kelly and Hugh Sheppard) and some 
entrancing pieces for choir and organ, 
also featuring the beautiful solo voice 
of Johanna Reuss (music by Arthur 
Somervell, Wiliam Byrd, William H. 
Harris, C.V. Stanford and C. Hubert 
H. Parry), the meditation captured the 
gradual lifting of darkness in the life 
of the soul and the centrality in the 
Christian journey of a questing and 
questioning engagement with God.

The last musical item on the pro-
gramme was a fitting climax to the 
evening. Carole Alston, daughter of 
a Baptist preacher, member of Christ 
Church and well-known gospel and 
jazz singer, got the audience moving 

and shaking to numbers such as Dry 
Bones, Swing Low and Climbing Jacob’s 
Ladder. To a keyboard accompaniment 
by Herbert Otahal, who provided a 
jazz vibe, lively and cool by turns, the 
walls almost came tumbling down as 
we helped Joshua fight the Battle of 
Jericho. With her rich and expressive 
voice, natural charm and infectious 
energy, Carole’s performance was a 
vivid witness to a personal walk with 
God. And even the most determined 
traditionalists among us found our 
hands waving and hips swaying to the 
gospel rhythms as we marched out to 
When the Saints Go Marching In. We 
were thrilled to welcome Herbert and 

Photos © Robert Reuss
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Carole and to have them ‘in our num-
ber’ for the Lange Nacht. A service of 
compline brought the programme to 
a quiet and reflective close, setting the 
seal on a perfect evening.

Thanks go to all the teams who 
worked together to produce an enjoy-
able, enriching and memorable event. 
Thanks also to our visitors, who we 
hope felt welcomed by Christ Church 
into our corner of the Christian fam-
ily. And thanks also to those fellow 
parishioners who went out into the 
Long Night in search of other experi-
ences and brought back impressions 
of the rich diversity of religious life 
in Vienna. 
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There is, as I imagine it, a Dia-
logue of the Soul with God, more 

or less common to all mankind, as it 
cries out of the dark to God:

“Lord, why have you made me thus?”

And there is an answer given to all –

“Beloved, I made you for myself.”

“But why am I in the dark and in 
confusion?”

“Beloved, you are in the dark and in 
confusion, because you are seeking for 
light and wisdom in yourself. You will 
not find them there.”

“But why cannot I not know what 
you are doing?”

“Because that is part of a whole universe 
of meaning, and you cannot know uni-
verses. You want to be a God – a Lord 
of the world – when you are only a little 
self and my child.”

“But would you have me placid and 
content?”

“I made you for hope, desire, effort, 
progress, in order that you might learn. 
I would have you content with nothing; 
for content, placidity, quietism, indiffer-
ence, are the substance of death – except 
one content, and that is beatitude, con-
tent to be small, content to be my child.”

“Can I do nothing?”

“You can do a great many things; then 
you will help others. And a great many 

things you cannot do; then others will 
have to help you, though you will not 
like it.”

“What can I do? How am I to know?”

“That I shall not tell you. You must use 
your own judgement, make your own 
mistakes, and go on trying. You will 
fail at a lot of things, and that you will 
like still less.”

“How can I find God?”

“Beloved, you cannot find me, but I have 
found you.”

“If I cannot find God, how can I come 
to love him?”

“Love is not a thing you do or come to. 
It comes to, overcomes, you.

Realize this first, that your life is in 
my hands, not your own; accept it 
so, and where faith meets hope, love 
is born. Believe this first, that God 
so loved his world that he sent his 
only begotten Son into the world, 
that you might live through him, and 
that the cosmos through him should 
be saved.”

A DIALOGUE OF THE SOUL WITH GOD

Herbert H. Kelly – (1860-1950)

The Dialogue is contained in an an-
thology of Anglican spiritual writings 
by Geoffrey Rowell, Kenneth Steven-
son, Rowan Williams entitled Love’s 
Redeeming Work: The Anglican 
Quest for Holiness that  bears 
witness to the Anglican influence on 
Christianity throughout the world.
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2014/2015 was a good year for the Six O’clock service and we are hoping and 
praying for a better year this year. We start up again on Sunday 13 September. 
A big thank you to everyone who helped with the service during the year.

Roland Illman will again offer English lessons once a week beginning in 
October. Lessons will take place in the Church Centre at times to be ar-
ranged. The content of lessons and methodology will be adapted to student 
interests and needs, with emphasis on speaking. Roland will be available 
for a two-hour slot weekly.  All income goes to church funds. EUR 5 per 
class (1 hour) For more information email rolandillman@gmail.com  
Telephone: 0681 819 013 18

Kids’ Church resumes after the summer on Sunday, 13 September, but we hope 
that many families will make it to the Family Eucharist on Sunday, 6 September. 
Kids’ Church is looking for new leaders and assistants. If you are interested in 
contributing to this important ministry of our church please contact Lucille Curran, 
the Kids’ Church coordinator.

The list for the Parish Outing to Szombathely in Hungary on 5 September is fill-
ing up fast. The day promises to be a full one, with a guided tour of the historical 
town, a visit to a fascinating museum, a late afternoon service in St. Martin’s 
Church, and dinner at a charming Hungarian restaurant before making our way 
home. Please bring a packed lunch to eat on the coach before we arrive in Szom-
bathely, as we start immediately with our tour. We leave punctually at 9.00 at 
the airport bus stop outside the Vienna International Centre (near the U1 stop 
Kaisermühlen/Vienna International Centre), on the slip road next to the Wagram-
erstrasse. We return to the same place at 21.30. For those coming by car, there is 
a convenient underground parking area on the slip road that is not usually full on 
a Saturday. Please try to be at the bus by 8.45 so that we can all be seated and 
ready to leave at 9.00. As explained in the wrap, anyone wishing to attend should 
pay EUR 40 to the account below in order to secure their place. We will arrive 
back at the same spot at around 9.30 in the evening. Although there is usually 
no border control, PLEASE BRING YOUR PASSPORT, particularly if you have a 
Schengen visa. Places will be allocated according to the date of receipt of payment. 
Amount: EUR 40 per person A/c holder: Judy Castelino  
Purpose: Christ Church Parish Outing  
IBAN AT53 3200 0000 0652 3252
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Reading Group and Soundings combine forces, but no one will be made redun-
dant In preparation for the Soundings evening led by Mike Stevens on Niccolò 
Machiavelli on Tuesday 25 August at 19.00. The Reading Group have chosen to 
read The Prince by Machiavelli for our next meeting on Wednesday 19 August 
at 18.30. “The Prince is … claimed to be one of the first works of modern phi-
losophy, especially modern political philosophy, in which the effective truth is 
taken to be more important than any abstract ideal.” The Reading Group meet 
again on 1 October. At that meeting we will be discussing Search Sweet Country 
by the Ghanaian author B Kojo Laing.

The Council is meeting on Saturday, 15 August for a planning day. They used to 
be called quiet days, but in all my time they have never been quiet! We will start at 
10.00 and finish at 14.30. Our host will be Elisabeth Stanners. Pray for the mem-
bers of the Council that they may be helped to discern God’s will for our church.

Once again, we are happy to invite members of the Christ Church congregation 
attending the 10.00 service on Sunday, 23 August, to join us in the 22nd district 
immediately after the service for a BBQ. There will be a sign-up list in the church, 
and those who can offer others a lift in their cars are requested to include their 
phone numbers. We live near the Lobau, about 1 km from the 26A bus (stop: 
Saltenstrasse) and our nearest U-Bahn station is the U2 (Aspernstrasse). You 
don’t need to bring anything (apart from good humour and an appetite!) but 
help on the day (or the previous day) would be much appreciated, particularly 
when it comes to clearing up! For further information, call Judy Castelino on 
0650/4747473.

Our next meeting is on Saturday 29 August at the earlier time of 9.00. We meet 
in the church centre. At the meeting we will say farewell to Malcolm Bricknell, 
who will be leaving Vienna for Wimbledon after the summer.

All animal-lovers are invited to our annual Animal Blessing Service to be held 
here at Christ Church on Saturday, September 26 at 16.00.  Your pet—dog, cat, 
or whatever—would be very welcome too, but some animals prefer to stay home 
and hear about it afterwards, and get their blessing “in absentia”.  The service 
itself is short, as dogs and cats prefer short liturgies.  Water provided for dogs!  
All creatures great and small are more than welcome.  For more information, 
call Aileen at 0650 4050 892. 
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A phrase commonly heard in 
churches and Christian commu-

nities is “our children are the future 
of the church”. At Christ Church we 
believe the children are the church 
NOW! In May the Kids’ Church lead-
ers met to discuss the way forward. 
We believe that there needs to be a 
connection between the lessons in 
Kids’ Church and the worship going 
on in the church building therefore, 
as well as learning Bible stories, 
Kids’ Church will be closely following 
the church year as it is celebrated at 
Christ Church. 

On Pentecost, the birthday of the 
church, we learned about the Holy 
Spirit before having a birthday party 
with snacks and balloons. On Trinity 
Sunday the Pebbles learned about 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit by mak-
ing Shamrocks and learning to make 
the sign of the cross. The Bishop was 
here on that Sunday so the older 

children (Rocks) went 
into church to take part in 
the confirmation service. 
Those of you who at-
tended the family service 
in June saw and heard the 
children sing one of the 
KidsChurch songs. 

Each week we have a 
lesson on a Bible story. 
The Rocks learn how to 
use their Bibles to find 
the Scripture passage. 
When we light our can-
dle we know it is time to 

pray. We hope to develop this part 
of Kids’ Church so that the children 
learn how to pray together and by 
themselves. We also love singing. 
Finally, we join the congregation 
in the church. This is an important 
part of Kids’ Church as our little 
ones learn that what goes on in the 
church building is for them too, not 
just for the grown-ups. All children 
have a blessing at the altar rail and 
those 7+ are encouraged to take 
first communion lessons in the au-
tumn so that they can receive the 
bread and wine.

On five Sundays during the year (the 
first Sunday in September, Harvest, 
the Nativity Play, Mothering Sunday 
and the first Sunday in June) we have 
a family service. This is not a service 
just for families but a service where 
we all, as the family of God, join 
together for worship and praise. The 
“wriggle” factor may rise a bit but 

KIDS CHURCH

[Archive photo]
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the service is designed to be short 
and to the point. Seeing parents 
and other adults worshipping God 
is vitally important to the spiritual 
development of our children. Stud-
ies show that children who attend 
the service or part of it, as opposed 
to children who just get the “kids 
only” experience, are more likely to 
continue attending church in their 
later years.

Finally, we are not just trying to raise 
“churchgoers”. We are hoping to 
raise disciples for Christ who know 
God in Jesus and are able to grow in 
relationship with Him and with oth-
ers. So parents, we would love to see 
your children at Kids’ Church. It is a 
joint endeavour between the church 
community and your family. Many 

parents are not sure about how to 
raise their children in the faith. We 
would encourage you to work on 
your own life of prayer and Bible 
reading. You cannot lead your chil-
dren if you do not know where you 
are going. We, the leaders at Kids’ 
Church, also realised that we need 
to develop our relationship with God. 
We do not know all the answers, but 
we hope we can walk with you and 
your children on the journey of faith.

Please pray for us as we seek to 
find new Kids’ Church leaders for 
the autumn. We want Kids’ Church 
(our Sunday School) to be a place of 
encouragement for our children and 
their parents! Do you want to be a 
part of this ministry? Is God calling 
you? Now is your time!

Prayer of the Month

A Prayer for Children

Loving God,

Your Son told his disciples to become like little children.

Lead us to work for the welfare and protection of all young 

people.

May we respect their dignity that they may flourish in life,

Following the example of the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
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His torn jacket had once belonged 
to a larger man and shone with 

wear and dirt; his trousers matched 
the jacket in their dilapidation and his 
shoes, cracked and open at the soles, 
revealed that Frank had a massive 
club foot. That Sunday, standing in 
the street outside the entrance to our 
church, smoking, his expression was a 
mixture of optimism and openness, as 
though his tramp's existence (as we 
quickly gathered) still left him looking 
at life with a touch of humour or irony. 
His was a guileless face.

This was one of his earliest visits to 
our church. After the service my wife 
Tania engaged him in conversation. 
She learned that he was a cellist, that 
he was Hungarian, but was scared 
of his home country where he had 
been badly treated. He had managed 
to escape from Hungary and had 
received a Canadian bursary to con-
tinue his career in that country. This 
information was imparted in a rough 
and ready English. He went on to say 
that he had played with Rostropovich, 
under Karajan, and with or under 
several other famous musicians. The 
French have a gesture when someone 
is telling a tall story–they lift a finger 
to one eye; I would guess this is what 
Tania did mentally as Frank laid out 
these claims. 

The congregation passed by, heading 
for coffee and conviviality. Did Tania 
give Frank money that day? He was 
spending his nights in a city dormitory 
for the needy, so there was a cost. He 
made it clear that he felt he was vic-
timised by the other men. There was 

more resignation than sadness in his 
account. Yet it was easy to imagine 
the reaction of other men, who though 
down on their luck would be tidier and 
cleaner than Frank.

He became a regular at our church, 
but more often stood outside having 
a smoke rather than taking part in the 
worship. Members of the congrega-
tion began to greet him. My wife and 
I had access to cheap cigarettes, pass-
ing him a carton now and again. One 
day Tania suggested he come back 
with us to our flat where he could have 
a bath–I need not dwell on the reason 
for that suggestion. We ran the water 
and left him, but to this day we can-
not be certain that any water touched 
his skin. He did put on the clean shirt 
and socks she had collected for him.

Quite soon we realised that Frank 
had taken to the streets; he no longer 
asked for money for his night lodg-
ing. We also learned that as he had 
the status of refugee, he received 
a monthly allowance from the city 
administration. It also became clear 
that when such money was to hand, 
other denizens of the streets latched 
on to him. Cheap rum and brandy also 
played a role in his life—under these 
circumstances who could blame him?

From around April to November 
homelessness on the streets was if not 
tolerable, at least not deadly. But what 
about the winter? These were years 
when winters were bitterly cold, with 
snow that lay long. Frank survived. 
Did he crouch in phone booths, lock 
himself in public toilets, huddle in 

Do you remember Frank?
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recessed shop entrances where some 
warmth from the building remained? 
My wife continued to have him back 
to our flat for a bath and a meal and 
a change of clothes. Warmer outer 
clothes were found for him. One night 
was so snowy and stormy we could 
not turn him out. It must have been 
one of the few times he enjoyed a full 
night's sleep.

As time passed, amazingly, Frank 
was still with us. He still spoke of 
fear of his home country Hungary. He 
stopped telling stories about famous 
conductors and musicians, but one 
day we were surprised when Gordon 
and Ann Murray from Canada, arriv-
ing to settle in the city, spotted Frank 
and described to us how this same 
man had been a normal music student 
in Toronto. They were of course very 
struck by the change in him. Once 
he vanished for many months; he 
had had an accident; the generous 
city healed him. He bore the strain of 
vagabondage; somehow or other he 
looked older but not crushed. More of 
our congregation now took an inter-
est in him, which meant a few more 
handouts, but above all he must have 
had a sense of belonging to a commu-
nity; he was even invited, along with 
the rest of the church, and always 
came to the British Ambassador's an-
nual party in the Embassy. Our weekly 
routine of clean clothes for him and 
the (probably untouched) bath con-
tinued. In the slang 'he had a life'.

His worn out, broken boots, because 
of his club foot and twisted leg, had to 
be made to measure by a special cob-

bler at enormous expense. The city 
subsidised one pair, but the next time 
for whatever reason we at church had 
to find the money, but this was easily 
achieved, showing the commitment of 
some members of the congregation.

However, the political ice of the Cold 
War was shifting. The Hungarian 
border with Austria became quite 
porous. Then the Berlin Wall came 
down, the Cold War was over. The 
Vienna authorities took action, Frank 
was deported back to the country he 
had been so glad to escape. He was 
not asked, he was taken and dumped 
on Hungarian territory. The story we 
learned (we had left Vienna) was that 
he was put on a train and at the first 
Hungarian station, almost certainly 
in a daze of incomprehension, he got 
off. He did not leave the platform, only 
sat on a bench. Hours later, probably 
alerted by the stationmaster, a group 
of young evangelicals rescued him, 
finding a place for him in a nearby set-
tlement for the homeless and infirm.

This is not the end of the story. Frank 
was not forgotten, as could easily 
have happened. After all, a mentally 
challenged, physically deformed, age-
ing tramp! Not at all. A loyal group 
of church members began to cross 
the border in their cars, bearing gifts 
of money and cigarettes and even 
the occasional bottle of spirits. And 
they are still doing it. On these visits 
Frank proudly spreads out the many 
Christmas and other cards from peo-
ple who knew him. No head of State 
could be prouder. 

... aka Ferencz Halmi
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(Re)discovering the Lobau

We met on one of the hottest 
days of a record-breaking hot 

July for our second nature walk, led 
by Christ Church resident natural-
ist, Dr. Claus Vogl. A group of 22 
friends of Christ Church, including 
two four-legged Lobau aficionados, 
set off from Saltenstrasse for a new 
look at both familiar and less familiar 
features of the national park. We 
learned to distinguish wheat from 
rye by the small hairs beneath the 
head that are only visible to the 
under-45s (a theory tested with 
marked enthusiasm or reluctance 
depending on the generation!). 
We delved briefly into the myster-
ies of an owl’s digestive system, 
discovered that there are male and 
female black and white poplars 
and that only the females produce 
snow-like pollen in early summer. 

Our pace was leisurely, not because 
our group included three generations 
of Vogls (Claus, his mother Karin and 
daughter Milena), but because there 
were a multitude of questions along 
the way. Claus was both patient 
and extremely knowledgeable and 
we welcomed our rests in the shade 
listening to his explanations.

Moving further into the Lobau, 
we crossed a wooden bridge over 
marshland inhabited by a forest of 
reeds. There we saw two tiny Euro-
pean turtles sunning themselves on 
a floating log. Further along, Claus 
pointed out at close range the nest of 
a Dornfinger spider, one of two poi-
sonous arachnids in Austria. Those 
who disturb the mother spider as she 
watches over her young may well 
end up at the doctor’s with a nasty by
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bite. The nest itself resembles a 
cotton wool cocoon, attached to 
a strong blade of grass or stem 
of a plant. 

The children took turns lead-
ing—or more accurately being 
led by—the dogs and in addition 
to learning new fascinating facts 
about God’s creation, the walk 
provided a welcome occasion to 
get to know each other better. 

Back home at the Castelinos’, the 
children enjoyed a lengthy dip 
in the swimming pool, while the 
adults put together a scrumptious 
spread of goodies contributed by 
walkers. Claus’ apricot cake was 
particularly refreshing.

The walk and talk were carefully 
prepared by Claus in advance (he 
must have had a word with the 
baby turtles to sit in place when 
we passed!). We were all highly 
appreciative of his efforts and we 
went home content, refreshed and 
a lot more knowledgeable about 
the nature around us.

The Lobau is one of Europe’s 
few remaining swamp areas. It is 
home to 800 types of plants, 30 
different mammals, 100 varieties 
of breeding birds, 8 reptiles, 13 
amphibians and 60 kinds of fish. It 
is not rare to spot beavers, eagles, 
wild boar, deer, grey herons and 
kingfishers, as well as a range of 
migratory birds.
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Home: what does the word 
“home” mean for you?  Is it 

where you are living at the moment, 
or is it where you were born and 
brought up?  For most of us reading 
Crossways , where we were 
born and brought up is not where 
we are living at the moment, i.e. in 
or near Vienna, Austria. Many of us 
came here as adults and had to face 
the challenges of learning a new 
language, making new friends, finding 
a place to live and possibly even a 
job.  But, we’re still here, some still 
struggling, while for others, Vienna 
has become “home”.

I grew up in small-town Canada, 
where our family had our own little 
house and garden, a dog, a cat and 
nice neighbours with children my age.  
A “picture-book” childhood, as they 
say in Austria.  But I moved around a 
lot and lived in many rented rooms, in 
many different places over the years.  
It wasn’t until I met my husband that 
our shared accommodation, a typical 
Viennese Zimmer-Küche Wohnung 
of the 1960s, with a water tap down 
the hall (and the toilet there too), that 
the space where I lived, became a 
home again.  We painted the rickety 
furniture pretty colours and built our 
nest together.

But home is more than the four walls 
we inhabit. The neighbourhood 
where we live, the language we speak, 
the people we mix and interact with, 
are all ingredients that make a place 
home.  And many of us find we need 
a “spiritual home” as well.  It is im-

portant to us where, how, and with 
whom we worship. For close to fifty 
years, Christ Church has been and is 
my spiritual home as week by week 
and year by year we have worshipped 
together. Some of you were even here 
when I arrived. Others have come 
and, of course, some have moved on 
to other places, other churches, or 
even the eternity of Christ.

And then there is the bigger picture, 
the home that we share together with 
all our sisters and brothers—our 
planet earth. Its atmosphere provides 
us with the air we need to breathe. We 
also have water to drink and the right 
conditions for growing food. Over 
and above these necessities, is also 
the amazingly beautiful scenery that 
surrounds us, particularly, those of us 
living in Austria. Although as Chris-
tians we say we believe that God has 
created us and all things, and expects 
us to take care of his creation, our 
behaviour does not always seem to 
express this part of our faith. Back in 
13th century Italy, St. Francis of Assisi 
had a revolutionary relationship with 
all living creatures, addressing them 
as “Brother Sun” and “Sister Moon”.  

Just over two years ago, a Jesuit from 
Argentina, named Jorge Maria Ber-
goglio, was elected Pope and took the 
name Francis. Many people saw this 
as a sign of the sort of pope he wished 
to be. Recently Pope Francis released 
an encyclical on the environment, en-
titled “Laudato Si’”, which is a quote 
from St. Francis’ Canticle (or song) 
of Creation. Unusually, Pope Francis’ 

Caring for our Common Home
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encyclical was not addressed just 
to Roman Catholics, or even to all 
Christians, but to all people. In it 
Pope Francis urges a new dialogue 
about how we are shaping the future 
of our planet—a conversation which 
includes everyone, since the envi-
ronment concerns and affects us all! 
He also makes the point that “care 
for creation must stand together 
with care for the poor. A true eco-
logical approach always becomes a 
social approach and must integrate 
questions of justice.”

In the same week, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, together with leaders of 
many Christian denominations, and 
of other faiths, namely Moslems, Jews 
and Buddhists, issued the Lambeth 
Declaration, calling on people of faith 
to campaign against climate change. 
And here in our diocese, we have a 
new Diocesan Environment Officer, 
the Rev. Elizabeth Bussmann. You can 
read about her in the summer edition 
of the European Anglican, page 5.

So, GREEN is in the news!  Everybody 
is talking about it. What are we go-
ing to do? Big people in big positions 
will hopefully take big steps and 
the rest of us need to keep nagging 
and trying to ensure that our planet 
earth is taken more seriously than 
has been the case until now. A good 
friend of mine, who comes to our six 
o’clock service, is trying to stop an 
enormous rubbish tip being built very 
close to houses in her village. Another 
group from Christ Church help out 
regularly at s’Häferl, preparing and 

serving meals for people who might 
otherwise go hungry.  And of course, 
there are the little things which each 
one of us can make a part of our life:  
turning the light out when we leave 
a room, using the stairs instead of an 
elevator, or public transport instead 
of the car..  There are many small 
things each one of us can do, but we 
need to take the trouble to figure out 
what suits me and my life-style.

Some closing words from John Bell, 
a member of the Iona Community 
of Scotland.  He writes, “There is a 
common thread running through all 
the world religions which recognises 
that the gifts of the past should be for 
the welfare of the future, and that the 
commodities of the earth are tor the 
benefit of all.

As a granny, I hope my grandchildren 
will not suffer because I have been 
careless in caring for our common 
home. 
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It ‘s a bit early to be thinking about 
Christmas, but who wouldn’t wel-

come a Weihnachtsmarkt and some 
Punsch right about now! With the 
arrival of Advent Sunday (November 
29) the season of Advent begins as
does a new year in the Christian 
calendar. One of the great features 
of the lectionary and the three-year 
cycle is the opportunity to focus on 
one of the Gospels each year. And if 
you look up “Year C” in our lection-
ary, you will realize that most of the 
Gospel readings in the coming year 
(2015/2016) are from St. Luke.

This autumn, in order to prepare for 
our time with Luke, we are dedicating 
five evenings of Soundings to getting 
the big picture of this magnificent 
Gospel (Tuesdays, 15 September 15 
to 13 October, 19.00). 

In the first session, we will take a 
look at the Gospels in general and 
begin to focus on what Luke uniquely 
contributes to the New Testament. In 
particular, we will look at the liter-
ary genre of Gospels and then turn 
to Luke’s statement of intent and the 
major ideas presented in the Gospel. 
What is Luke about? Why did he 
write? To whom did he write? 

In the following three sessions, we 
will take a section of Luke (1:5-9:20, 
9:51-19:27, and 19:28-24:53) and 
discuss the major themes of that 
section addressing any particularly 
difficult passages that arise. For ex-
ample, we will take a look at Jesus as 
saviour in the first section by looking 
at his salvation miracles, his salva-
tion declarations and his patterns 
of ministry. 

In the last session, we will focus 
on one of Luke’s common literary 
figures: parables. What is a parable 
and what method might we use to 
interpret them?

Each session is intended to be in-
teractive, so please bring your Bible 
and your questions. Join us in getting 
ready for a great year in Luke!

A Look at Luke

The Tuesday evening Soundings at Christ 
Church attract a faithful following. Over 
the years, there has been a diverse range 
of fascinating topics, led by an author-
ity on the subject (or someone who has 
taken it upon him/herself to acquire a 
deep knowledge of the subject). If you 
have never attended, why not start now?
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE  TIME   EVENT

Aug 15 (Sat) 10.00 CCC Planning Day

Aug 19 (Weds) 18.30 Reading Group: Machiavelli The Prince

Aug 23 (Sun) 12.00 Barbecue at the Castelinos’

Aug 25 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Mike Stevens on Machiavelli

Aug 29 (Sat) 09.00 Men’s breakfast discussion in the church centre

Aug 30 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Sept 5 (Sat)  09.00 Parish Outing to Szombathely

Sept 6 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist

18.00 Evensong

Sept 9 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Sept 12 (Sat) Christ Church team at ‘s Häferl

Sept 13 (Sun) 10.00 Kids’ church: first session after the summer break

18.00 Six O’clock service resumes

Sept 15 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Robert Kinney – first of five sessions

Sept 16 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council Meeting

Sept 18 (Fri) 18.30 Bring and share for newcomers (tbc)

Sept 24-27  Archdeaconry Synod, Zagreb

Sept 26 (Sat) 16.00 Animal Blessing Service

Oct 1 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group – Kojo Laing Search Sweet Country

Oct 4 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct 16 (Fri) 19.00 House Concert (tbc)

Nov 21 (Sat) Annual Bazaar



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o british Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




