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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.

This year’s Church retreat at Stift Göttweig 
attracted a number of first-timers as well as 
those who have been attending retreats on a 
regular basis over the years. Next year’s retreat 
will be on 27-29 May 2016.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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There are countless platitudes for dealing with life’s 
problems, ranging from the not very useful “Life 

would be boring without problems” to the workplace 
jargon “there are no such things as problems, only 
challenges” (or opportunities, or solutions: take your 
pick, they’re all equally glib). While these overused 
maxims may represent a modicum of truth in some 
situations—a dodgy vacuum-cleaner, a dented bumper 
or a disastrous dessert—they add insult to injury for 
those facing extreme crisis. The problems of those who 
risked, and in all too many cases lost, their lives in the 
Mediterranean in their search not for a better future, 
but for any future are certainly of a dimension that is 
beyond our understanding. Similarly, there appears to 
be no solution to the problems of the Rohingya people 
of Myanmar. Refugees from Syria and other Middle 
Eastern countries are struggling to keep their heads 
above water in a rapidly rising deluge.

The Eurovision Song Contest, hosted by Austria a few 
days ago, provided an opportunity to turn our thoughts 
away briefly from the insurmountable problems facing 
our fellow human beings. While the songs themselves 
were, for my taste at least, uniformly unmemorable, the 
production itself, under the motto “Building bridges” 
was something no one is likely to forget in a hurry. 
The clever video clips that appeared to link people and 
countries in a single action provided a powerful graphic 
interpretation of the theme. Building bridges may be 
a way to alleviate many of the problems mentioned 
above; not bridges over which millions of Africans 
struggling for survival can cross over to Europe, but 
invisible bridges that will carry some of our wealth, 
our industries, our technology and our knowledge to 
enable those countries to provide a better future for 
their populations. Some of us can help directly through 
their work, others as volunteers, others through dona-
tions ... and all of us can pray.

On this note, I wish you all a happy, relaxed and re-
freshing summer and for those travelling, an enjoyable 
and problem-free holiday and a safe return home. 

Judy
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After writing this article I 
was reminded of a film 

about Johnny Cash entitled 
Walk the Line, which I commend 
if you have not already seen 
it. To “walk the line” means to 
maintain a fragile balance be-
tween one extreme and another.

Often in life there is a fine line 
to tread if one isn’t going to 
lose one’s balance. One area 

where we need to tread carefully 
today concerns the use or misuse of 
inclusive language. Every Sunday at 
Christ Church there is a celebration 
of Holy Communion from the Book 
of Common Prayer 1662. Inclusive 
language as we  know it today was 
not an issue in the 17th century. The 
question then was whether or not 
the liturgy should be celebrated in a 
tongue understood by the common 
people. In England the choice was 
between English and Latin. Today 
men and women from time to time 
attend the 1662 service who will 
not be familiar with how terms like 
man and mankind were and can still 
be understood as inclusive terms. I 
wonder what they think. 

There are many such issues where 
we need to tread a fine line. And we 
must, using an English idiom, be 
careful not to throw out the baby 
with the bath water. At the time of 
the Reformation and later the Re-
formers of the English liturgy had to 
tread a fine line as well. In the pref-
ace to the Book of Common Prayer 
written by Thomas Cranmer there 
are some fine words that commend 
themselves to be shared liberally. “It 
hath been the wisdom of the Church 
of England, ever since the first com-
piling of her Publick Liturgy, to keep 
the mean between the two extremes, 
of too much stiffness in refusing, and 
of too much easiness in admitting 
any variation from it.” I believe these 
are wise words and show the kind of 
care and attention we should give 
to any innovation or the retaining of 
rather tired and worn ways. These 
words with a little imagination can 
be adapted to all sorts of topics, situ-
ations and relationships. 

In today’s society the wisdom of 
the past often counts for little. Too 
often caution is thrown to the wind 
by forces that seem to be out of our 
control and that therefore need a 
quick response and a quick fix. The 
Anglican Tradition commends a 
threefold approach. We are called 
to give attention to the Bible, to 
the Tradition and our ratio (reason) 
when thinking about how to respond 
to any situation. These skills need 
to be honed throughout a lifetime. 
Indeed to properly understand the 
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Bible as well as the living Tradition 
of the Church we need to employ 
our God-given faculties. Assisted 
by the Bible, the living Tradition 
and our ratio we do not become 
victims of or hostages to the Zeit-
geist, but rather we are given tools 
whereby we can test and probe 
the present. St Paul encourages 
us in this endeavour of probing 
and discernment when he writes, 
“Do not quench the spirit. Do not 
despise the words of the proph-
ets, but test everything; hold fast 
to what is good; abstain from every 
form of evil.”  

Jesus says that his kingdom is not of 
this world, otherwise he would have 
fought, and that the peace that he 
gives is not like the peace that the 
world gives. These are challenging 
words for many Christians today, 
who are nurtured in an environment 
in which the right of the individual is 
paramount and is often understood 
to trump the common good. Christ’s 
way and his teaching question much 
of what we hold “sacred” today. 
Much of what occupies us today is 
about self-realisation, self-fulfilment 
and self-aggrandizement. 

The Christian faith in general and es-
pecially the particular churches that 
seek to maintain a standard against 
the backdrop of today’s society by 
giving attention to the Bible and the 
living Tradition are under pressure 
to give way on issues like Sunday 
opening hours, the advocacy for life, 

as well as standing in for those who 
cannot speak for themselves or have 
few or no rights.

“The voice of prayer is never silent” 
are words from a popular hymn 
dated 1870, which we sing at Even-
ing Prayer or Choral Evensong. 

As I write, the church in Austria 
is looking forward to three major 
events that show that the faith that 
brings life out of death is alive, even 
vibrant. God is answering and en-
ergising his faithful ones. Too often 
throughout my life the Christian faith 
has been declared dead by people 
who hope only for this life. 

On Whit Monday, the Evangelical 
Alliance with other churches in 
Austria is organizing a day of cel-
ebration in Linz, which will include 
a March for Jesus. Less than a week 
later the churches in Vienna and in 
other places in and around Austria 
will be staging the eleventh Long 
Night of the Churches (Lange Nacht 
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der Kirchen), and finally a non-
denominational digital radio station 
for Austria is being launched at the 
end of May. All these events need our 
support and our prayer. 

Thomas Cranmer also wrote in the 
preface I quoted above, “Our general 
aim therefore in this undertaking 
was, not to gratify this or that party 
in any [of] their unreasonable de-
mands; but to do that, which to our 
best understandings we conceived 
might most tend to the preservation 
of Peace and Unity in the Church; the 
procuring of Reverence, and exciting 
of Piety and Devotion in the Publick 
Worship of God;...”

Over the years it has been the desire 
of Christians living in and out the 
Anglican Tradition to tread a fine 
line, a via media, a middle way so 
that, as one prayer says, “we may so 
pass through things temporal that 
we lose not the things eternal!” Let 
us tread a fine line.
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The weekend after Easter, fifteen 
members of Christ Church Vi-

enna winged their way to Istanbul 
for an eight-day pilgrimage of a dif-
ferent kind to call to mind the city’s 
Christian past, but also to worship 
with the two Anglican congregations 
in the city. One of the congregations 
is English-speaking and the other 
Turkish-speaking. One is High Church 
(Anglo-Catholic) and the other is Low 
Church (charismatic Evangelical). 
Each keeps as their main worship 
service on a Sunday a celebration of 
the Eucharist.

Istanbul is a bustling city of some 
16 million people. It straddles the 
strait known as the Bosphorus that 
separates Asia from Europe. There 
are presently two bridges; soon there 
will be a third spanning the Bosphorus 
connecting Europe with Asia, plus the 
recently opened underground line. 
Despite the bridges and the metro 
tunnel, the ferries seem as numer-
ous as they were when I first visited 
Istanbul in 1999 with a group from 
the University of Bonn, Germany. 
As Archdeacon of the Eastern Arch-
deaconry in the Diocese in Europe I 
have made many trips to Istanbul to 
be with the Anglican congregations 
there. Only the other week I was in 
Istanbul for an ordination and two 
confirmation services, which included 
Persians, Armenians and Turks.

Any visit to Istanbul will include 
an encounter with Turkey today 
as it struggles to make sense of its 
recent secular past and its Islamic 
Sunni faith. These two, it is generally 

agreed, are presently in a clinch for 
hegemony. Islam under the President 
of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, is 
resurgent and the verdict is out on 
how this will play in Turkey. Tradition-
ally the west coast of Turkey looks 
westward, but with the urbanization 
of especially Izmir (formerly Smyrna) 
and Istanbul, rural Turkey has made 
its home in these cities together with 
an outlook in which Islam plays a 
more significant role than in Atatürk’s 
secular experiment, which he based 
on the French model of laïcité. Suffice 
it to say that those whose political 
instincts were to bind Turkey more 
closely to Europe were right, but for 
now the moment has passed.

Turkey does and will continue to 
play a significant geo-political role 
to which we must not be indifferent.

A Different Kind of Pilgrimage
by the C

haplain
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The Ottomans have left an impres-
sive architectural legacy that finds its 
highest expression in the mosques 
that give the Old City its distinctive 
skyline. This skyline speaks a clear 
message, namely that Islam is a faith 
to be reckoned with. This impression 
is especially strong at night when the 
mosques are lit up, like cathedrals and 
churches in Europe, and the muezzin 
invite the faithful to pray chanting, 
“Hasten to worship! Hasten to suc-
cess! Prayer is better than sleep!”  
Other Ottoman buildings of note from 
the classical period are Topkapi Palace 
(the Sultan’s residence), the bazaars 
(The Grand Bazaar and the Egyptian 
or Spice Bazaar) as well as the baths. 

Like the Byzantine Emperors before, 
the Sultans in time moved their resi-
dence, but instead of moving inland 
they moved to the shores of the 
Bosphorus and built for themselves 
residences to rival many a royal 
house in Europe. On the last day of 
our pilgrimage we visited the Sultan’s 
summer residence on the Asian side, 
which spoke to us of the opulence that 
this court had become accustomed to. 
The Ottomans are no more, and the 
vacuum they have left in the Balkans 
and the Near and Middle East is still 
felt today as various nation states 
seek to achieve political stability dur-
ing a time of destabilising polarities, 
compounded by calls for democracy 
that remain alien to many. 

Istanbul is a Turkish city. It is a 
modern city. It is an Islamic city. It is 
a secular city. It is a city that looks 
west, as well as east! It feels European 

and Mediterranean with traces of the 
Balkans and the Near East.  This is to 
say that Istanbul is a city of tensions. 
Tensions can be creative, but they 
can also tear apart, if one is unable to 
endure them. During our pilgrimage 
the Vatican State, via Pope Frances, 
called the Armenian genocide of 1915 
by name. This announcement led to 
the firming up of a rumour that I had 
only recently heard, namely that the 
Turkish government is considering 
turning Hagia Sophia (Holy Wisdom) 
back into a mosque. This would be a 
signal to all concerned about Turkey’s 
future intentions. 

Hagia Sophia was originally built by 
the Byzantine Emperor Justinian (537 
CE). It is regarded as one of the great 
architectural achievements of the 
Romans with its dome with a width 
of 73 metres (240 feet). It was built 
to replace a former church built by 
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Constantine the Great. Until 1453 CE 
it served as the Patriarch’s Church 
(Bishop of Constantinople).

The day we sailed to the Prince Is-
lands we travelled along the Asian 
coast. I was struck again and again 
by the construction, which includes 
many high-rises and skyscrapers, 
that has grown up alongside the 
coast. After visiting the Prince’s Is-
lands we were collected by our bus 
and drove along what must be one 
of the longest and most expensive 
shopping streets in the world with all 
the usual luxury brand names. Our 
destination was Çamlıca Hill (Turk-
ish: Çamlıca Tepesi) which offers a 
panoramic view of the city as well 
as overlooking the Bosphorus, the 
Golden Horn and the European side 
of Istanbul. And everywhere we drove 
there were tulips and more tulips and 
occasionally beds of hyacinths with 

their distinctive fragrance. The tulips 
were impressive and they will stay 
with me. No tourist buses except ours 
were making their way to Çamlıca 
Hill. We were amongst Turks, who 
were having a day out. Many of the 
women now wear headscarves, which 
was rare when I first visited. Ibrahim, 
our guide, had mentioned on another 
occasion that President Erdogan was 
building a mosque on the Asian side 
to rival the great mosques of the seven 
hills of Constantinople. The dome of 
the new mosque will be larger than 
that of Hagia Sophia and naturally it 
will have six minarets like the Sultan 
Ahmet Mosque (the Blue Mosque). 
We drove to the construction site and 
inspected work in progress. We con-
cluded our trip by visiting a mosque 
designed by a woman architect, and 
an Alevi meeting house. The Alevi are 
an Islamic group with no legal status 
in Turkey.
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In concluding this impressionist de-
scription of our eight days in Istanbul, 
full of lasting memories on which each 
of us will feed for some time, I hasten 
to add that I am not sure everyone en-
joyed tasting Kokoreç, an Anatolian/
Turkish speciality that is grilled on 
a spit, served on a bun and sold by 
street vendors (Imbissstuben), much 
in the same way as kebab; however 
the excellent Turkish Delight served 
on the plane, the baklava that Ibrahim 
purchased from Karaköy Güllüoglu 
(the address) and the honey combs 
that greeted us each morning at 
breakfast will remind us of these eight 
days spent in each other’s company.

We all appreciated seeing dolphins 
on our first evening and on our first 
full day as we travelled up the Bos-
phorus by boat, past the first bridge 
that spans the Bosphorus. Like the 
dolphins that are a rare occurrence 
and appear only from time to time, 
we too will be back.

photos by Angela Peake-Herzog, Carmen and 
John Rowat and Helen King
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Ladies in Lyon

From 11 to 13 May, just over 30 
of us gathered for the Anglican 

Women’s Conference. We were dea-
cons and priests of the Diocese in 
Europe, plus two speakers, along 
with our new Bishop Robert Innes. 
We stayed at the Domaine Lyon, Saint 
Joseph, in a beautiful wooded park, 
on a hill overlooking the city of Lyon, 
in France.

From previous training sessions and 
Pastoral Conferences, I knew ap-
proximately half the participants. 
It was wonderful to catch up with 
colleagues I knew and meet the new 
ladies who have joined the diocese 
recently. After a brief welcome and 
round of who’s who and from where 
came, Bishop Robert explained to us 
his strategy for the diocese called 
“Walking Together in Faith”. It seeks 
to emphasize our common purpose, 
knowing ourselves as beloved children 
of God, supporting the vocation of our 
Baptism and nurturing new disciples. 
He hopes that our chaplaincies will 
be places of welcome and hospitality, 
as we proclaim the Good News with 
other Churches.

Hilary Cotton spoke to us on the topic 
of “Transformation Agenda - changing 
the gender culture of the Church of 
England.” Later Jana Jeruna Grunbera, 
an Anglican priest, who is also a Bish-
op of the Lutheran Church, told us of 
the German Lutheran Church’s policy 
of Gender Justice. Clare Amos, now 
living in Geneva and working with 
the World Council of Churches, led 
us in Bible studies about the women 
mentioned in St. Mark and St. John’s 

gospels. I found her teaching 
fascinating, as not only does 
Clare seem to know the whole 
Bible almost verse by verse—
in Hebrew and Greek, as well 
as English—she has lived and 
taught it in both Beirut and 
Jerusalem, i.e. both Palestin-
ian Jewish contexts.

Worship together in the light 
and airy chapel of the Do-
maine was very inspiring, 
particularly the service of Holy 
Communion with Bishop Rob-
ert, and our Diocesan Advisor 
on Women’s Ministry, Rev. 
Hilary Jones assisting. Apparently 
Bishop Robert requested a confer-
ence for women very shortly after 
he became our bishop. Hilary, we all 
knew from the many emails flying 
back and forth, as the conference took 
shape, so that we felt like friends by 
the time we actually met each other 
face to face.

It was a wonderful experience to be 
able to worship with so many other 
Anglican priests. We shared our sto-
ries, we shared our dreams and I hope 
each one of us has returned home 
enriched by our time together.

by R
evd. A

ileen H
ackl
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For the past nine years, the annual 
Christ Church retreat has been 

held on top of the hills overlooking the 
Danube, at Stift Göttweig. We have 
been fortunate to have had a range 
of interesting retreat leaders from a 
variety of backgrounds, each of whom 
imprinted his or her individual style 
of leadership and expectations on 
our weekend. 

Our Retreat Leader this year, Profes-
sor Walter Moberly, came to us with a 
winning set of credentials: a profound 
and seemingly inexhaustible knowl-
edge and understanding of the Scrip-
tures, a deep faith that has been tried 
and tested by both joy and tragedy in 
his own life, and a highly contagious 
sense of humour that rounds off his 
skill as an accomplished and inspir-
ing teacher. 

Born in the south of England to a 
Dutch mother and British father who 
had met and fallen in love shortly 
after the Normandy landing of 1944,  
he won a scholarship to Winchester 
before taking up a place at New Col-
lege, Oxford. During his undergradu-
ate years, he came to a living faith 
and a calling to make the Church his 
life. Armed with a degree in Classics, 
he moved to Ridley Hall, Cambridge 
and once he had completed his 
theological training he postponed 
his ordination in order to study for 
his doctorate. Showing a particular 
preference for the Old Testament, he 
selected as his doctoral thesis the 
story of the golden calf in Sinai. 

In 1981, after more than a decade of 
studies, he was ordained to Knowle 
on the outskirts of Birmingham  where 
he stayed for four years. As an eligible 
young bachelor, he was the target of 
matchmaking efforts by some of the 
older ladies in the parish, but it was 
on an annual trip to the Holy Land 
that he met his wife to be, Meredith. 
After a whirlwind romance, they mar-
ried in her native Australia. Unwell 
during her pregnancy with their son, 
John-Paul, Meredith was diagnosed 
with terminal cancer and only ex-
perienced three and half months of 
motherhood before she succumbed 
to her illness. During what must have 
been an unimaginably dark period, 
Walter counted himself extremely 
fortunate to have a strong faith as 
well as a support network of friends 
who took care of his infant son while 
he was working. 

A Rare Treat
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In 1985 he was accepted for a two-
year temporary assignment as a 
lecturer on Old Testament Studies 
at the University of Durham  where 
he recently completed his 30th year, 
becoming a full professor in 2006. At 
a lunch given by friends in October 
1998, he met Jenny, formerly of Christ 
Church, who had come to England to 
study for the priesthood. Over coffee 
they found they had much in com-
mon and continued their interesting 
discussions at the same event the 
next week. This was followed by two 
evenings out on a Tuesday and Thurs-
day and a proposal while waiting for 
the kettle to boil on the Saturday, 
that was accepted by Jenny. They 
were married in December in Durham 
and a year later, John-Paul acquired 
a little sister, Rachel. Part of their 
honeymoon was spent in Vienna, a 
city Walter has visited several times 
since with his wife.

Jenny continued her training after 
the birth of their daughter, and the 
incumbent in Belmont where she was 
assigned was a certain Robert Innes 
(who will be coming to Christ Church 
at the end of May in his capacity of 
Bishop of Europe to confirm a number 
of candidates). John-Paul is now a 
student of civil engineering in Edin-
burgh while Rachel is currently sitting 
her GCSE exams (the reason why Jen-
ny could not accompany her husband 
on the retreat). Walter continues to 
teach at Durham both undergraduate 
and post-graduate students. He is a 
familiar figure with some members of 
the Christ Church community, having 

accepted an invitation by Patrick on 
two occasions to address the Eastern 
Archdeaconry Synod. Looking back 
on his long teaching career, he feels 
that with wisdom comes the ability to 
say with confidence “I don’t know”. 

The official umbrella title of Profes-
sor Moberly’s five presentations was 
“Living Prayerfully”, but it was sug-
gested that an alternative title might 
be—and only those attending the 
retreat will understand why—”Don’t 
forget to water the camels”. The indi-
vidual sessions, of which there were 
five, were entitled “Waiting for God”, 
“Prayer and Self-Deception”, “For 
what should we ask God?”, “Guid-
ance” and “Charismatic and Mysti-
cal Prayer”. Walter had thoughtfully 
provided us with aides-mémoire in 
advance of each session, with refer-
ences to the appropriate chapters of 
the Bible. He also allotted as much 
time as we needed for a discussion af-
ter each talk. The exchange of views, 
engaged, lively and at times emotion-
ally charged, was a very valuable and 
welcome part of the retreat.

Many said that they left Göttweig on 
Sunday afternoon, like Coleridge’s 
Ancient Mariner,* a different person. 
They had been profoundly affected by 
Professor Moberly’s presence among 
us and by the close companionship 
with fellow retreatants. Their com-
ments are given overleaf.

He went like one that hath been stunned,
And is of sense forlorn:
A sadder and a wiser man,
He rose the morrow morn.

The Christ Church Retreat 2015



The Christ Church annual retreat always means a lot to me and for this year the personal story of Revd. Dr. 
Walter Moberly, albeit a sad one, is what I took with me. I realised that I am not alone in facing hard and 
difficult challenges. When he took a  cross from his pocket and held it up to us, I shed tears while conscious 
that there is always a way out—and that way is the Cross.                 Morkor

It was wonderful to be taken deeper into Bible pas-
sages and stories than I ever thought I would go. I was 
bowled over by Walter’s insightful and circumspect 
teaching, crowned with a profound personal witness. 
I was delighted to strengthen friendships with people 
I have known superficially for years.     Philip

Stift Göttweig is a wonderful setting for the retreat.  Dr Wal-
ter Moberley did an outstanding job of interpreting passages 
of the Bible, sharing his thoughts and personal experiences 
with us and leading some fascinating discussions.  A most 
enjoyable and stimulating weekend in so many ways .  Thank 
you Patrick for making it possible and thank you Andrew for 
the organisation.                       Wendy

We enjoyed and found joy in a time of fellowship, fun, 
thought-provoking discussion and faith-deepening 
prayer together, led by our dear and wonderful retreat 
leader, Walter. It was a time of making new friends 
and reconnecting with old ones, but also of recon-
necting with our life in Christ.          Sally

I’m grateful to have the op-
portunity to join this week-
end with this kind group. 
New exper iences  and 
thoughts that enriched my 
life. Thank you all.      Birgit

Walter’s addresses gave rise to new questions 
and made me see some aspects of my faith 
in a new light. The space provided for quiet 
time was important to me to work through the 
many thoughts and ideas provoked by the ad-
dresses.             Melitta

What a weekend! A wonderful opportunity to get to know 
some of the ten o’clock congregation. Stift Göttweig wel-
comed us warmly and generously. Brother Richard’s passion 
for the history, architecture and work of the monastery was 
infectious. Walter’s teaching was fun, thought-provoking and 
brought the Bible to life.                     Janet

Walter’s thought-provoking commentaries 
were a delight and made for interesting discus-
sion. Equally delightful was the company of 
friends from near and far and time for things 
spiritual in this beautiful setting was much 
appreciated.         Andrew

Rooted on a rock and rooted in history, the abbey community 
of brothers provided the ideal backdrop for reflections on a 
prayerful life.               Claus V.

It has been a memorable experience to share this weekend 
with you all. Thank you for your warm hospitality and friend-
ship.                                      Rod

In prayer, we often try to 
harness God to our purposes 
and desires but prayer is 
about emptying ourselves so 
that God may harness us to 
His purposes. This was one 
of the themes that Walter 
spoke to us about in his 
second address on “Prayer 
and Self-deception”. This 
spoke to me very deeply and 
the beautiful setting at Stift 
Göttweig gave me time and 
space to ponder.      Angela



My thanks to all once more for the chance 
to deepen my Christian journey. I enjoyed 
the addresses and the company of every-
one immensely and look forward to next 
year’s retreat!       Karin

It was fascinating to hear Professor 
Moberly’s interpretation of different 
passages of the Bible and to listen to his 
answers when challenged.       John

Very profound experience. Strong sense of 
feeling I could let God in more, of being 
able to let go and let God.  Roland

ThankS for the opportunity to join your church 
family on a weekend retreat in Austria. Such 
wonderful people in a beautiful setting. We 
will take lovely memories with us as we travel 
onwards before returning to New Zealand.   
          Glennis

I was reassured and felt very welcome.   
      Derek

It was a joy being with you all again at 
this retreat!   Pamela

For me, the retreat is a short break during 
a busy period. Year after year, it provides a 
welcome opportunity to slow down and, most 
important, to listen to the retreat leader, the 
Scriptures, the retreatants, the surrounding 
nature, to oneself and, of course, to God.  
        Claus M.

It is such a beautiful experience when 
brothers and sisters come together to 
share the words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
through the power of prayer, much more so 
with very able leaders. It has been wonder-
ful to share these few days in a peaceful 
place like Stift Göttweig. A big thank you 
to Andrew for the logistics, and Walter and 
Patrick for their leadership, not forgetting 
Asmara who took such good care of us in 
the dining room.                Emmanuel

Beautiful, touching, interesting,  insight-
ful sessions with Dr Walter Moberly, 
learning what it means to wait for God, 
and for what we should ask God, seeking 
guidance and making faithful charismatic 
prayers. It was a refreshing guide to living 
prayerfully for those who desire a faithful 
relationship with God.  Dorothy

One of the highlights was Dr. Moberly’s 
interpretation of the Scriptures. He made 
everything come alive and provided us with 
much food for thought.       Melinda

Christ Church Vienna sends us out and Christ 
Church Vienna draws us in! We celebrated 
friendship, the joy of quiet surroundings, the 
wisdom of the Scriptures and the hope of the 
future. I pray that I may return in 2016.     Claire

It is incredible how familiar passages and 
Bible stories have become deeper for me 
and pieces of the puzzle fit, making the 
picture a little clearer. Walter has the gift 
of making us participants in the story.  
   Hyacinth

Attending the retreat was a real “treat”. A 
beautiful, enriching experience filled with 
both serious learning as well as fun and 
relaxation. A very good mix in a unique set-
ting. I learned much through the sessions, 
the Q&A time and got to know members 
of Christ Church on a more personal level. 
Thank you Christ Church, Dr. Moberly and 
all participants for my first retreat experi-
ence that I hope to repeat.               Beryl

The retreat was a time to focus on the 
road to Christ through prayer; time for 
interesting discussions about the Bible; 
time to relate to God individually; and time 
for self-reflection on ways of doing things 
that bring us peace.                       Susan

photos by Claus Michalek
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This initiative, launched by Alexander Rösch last year, got off to a good start. 
Volunteers serve a warm meal for ex-prisoners released back into the community. 
We not only provide the manpower, we also pay for the ingredients. We help 
with the soup kitchen up to six times a year on a Saturday. If you are interested 
in helping out or want more information please speak to Alexander.

Church Notices
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Mike Waltner and the Revd Matthew Earwicker are being ordained on Saturday, 
27 June. Mike will be ordained deacon by Bishop Robert at St George’s, Madrid. 
He will be licensed to Christ Church, Vienna. Matt will be ordained priest in 
Salisbury cathedral and will continue to serve as assistant curate at St. Mark 
and Laverstock St. Andrew, Salisbury.

God calls his people to follow Christ, and forms us into a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, to declare the wonderful deeds of him who has called us out of 
darkness into his marvellous light.

Deacons are ordained so that the people of God may be better equipped to 
make Christ known. Theirs is a life of visible self-giving. Christ is the pattern 
of their calling and their commission; as he washed the feet of his disciples, so 
they must wash the feet of others. Priests are ordained to lead God’s people in 
the offering of praise and the proclamation of the gospel. They share with the 
Bishop in the oversight of the Church, delighting in its beauty and rejoicing in 
its well-being. They are to set the example of the Good Shepherd always before 
them as the pattern of their calling. With the Bishop and their fellow presby-
ters, they are to sustain the community of the faithful by the ministry of word 
and sacrament, that we all may grow into the fullness of Christ and be a living 
sacrifice acceptable to God.”

After our successful visit to Brno last year, this year we are headed for Szom-
bathely, Hungary’s oldest city and the birthplace of one of the saints depicted 
in our stained glass window, St. Martin of Tours and Hungary’s oldest city. The 
date is Saturday, 5 September. Judy Castelino and I will be visiting Szombathely 
together shortly to plan for the outing.

This is a new initiative. Back In September eight of us met for the first time. The 
next session is on Saturday 20 June at 9:30 in the church centre. Mike Waltner 
will introduce Being as Communion a book by the Orthodox theologian John 
Zizioulas. Please contact the chaplain if interested. For catering purposes people 
must register on Thursday prior to the meeting at the latest.
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In the autumn Soundings will return. Over five sessions we begin by looking at 
the Gospel according to St Luke. We will be led by Robert McKinney. Mike Stevens 
has also agreed to lead two sessions. The first will be an introduction to present 
Cosmology and the second on the classic The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli. 

Are you ready to be challenged? Are you ready to be humbled? Are you ready for 
a laugh or two? For a few years Sally and Philip Reading have hosted a quiz for 
members of the Christ Church community in the context of a bring-and-share. 
The date has been set. It is Friday 12 June, 18.30. Please use the sign-up sheets 
in the church porch or church centre. Who besides Matthias was proposed to 
fill the place of Judas of Iscariot as one of the apostles? What does the name 
Antwerp mean? What was Machiavelli’s first name? See you there?

If you like dancing, if you like eating African delicacies, if you like to see our 
church mix with the wider community and if you like supporting our church this 
Fest is a must. I look forward to welcoming you to the Fest on 20 June (doors open 
at 16.00 for 17.00 start). As in previous years, it will be held at the Donaucity-
Kirche (Christus Hoffnung der Welt), Donaucitystraße 2, 1220 Wien, U-Bahn 
station Kaisermühlen VIC. Look out for further details in the coming weeks.

On Saturday, 4 July, Claus Vogl will be leading a Nature Walk in the Lobau. Last 
year’s walk was a great success and we learned much from Christ Church’s 
resident naturalist. We meet at Saltenstraße 65, 1220 Vienna, at 13.45, to leave 
at around 14.00. If you are coming by public transport, take the 26A bus to 
Saltenstrasse and then ring 0650/4747473 to be picked up (unless you want to 
walk 1 km). The nearest underground is the U2 to Aspernstrasse, from where 
you can catch the bus for about four stops. After the walk, we’ll have tea and 
cakes at our home. The walk is leisurely and suitable for young children. In fact, 
walkers of all ages are most welcome—the more the merrier. If you have any 
questions, please call me (see number above). Judy

We are meeting once more before the summer break. A group of about ten people 
from Christ Church meet regularly to discuss a book they have all read. The next 
book on our list is The Children Act (2014) by Ian McEwan. We often have lively 
discussions that help us to a deeper understanding of the author’s intention(s).
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Our first mystery person was born in Cardiff, South Wales and grew up 
in a large Welsh Chapel family, a church that eschews a formal liturgy for 
a complete devotion to the scriptures. After he moved to London to pursue 
his studies in civil engineering, he attended an Anglican church, albeit a 
low church with a predominantly student congregation and an informal 
style of service.  Although he has remained an Anglican, his inclination is 
towards the evangelical, charismatic tradition, perhaps one of the reasons 
he prefers to attend the Six O’clock Service at Christ Church rather than the 
morning services although he does come to the 10.00 o’clock service from 
time to time. He met his future wife, Janet, at church in London when they 
were still students and they were married in the Lake District. From London, 
his career took him in quick succession to Liverpool, London, Vienna and 

back to Liverpool. For the past two years, he has been living in Vienna 
and works at the International Atomic Energy Agency. 

Our mystery man has always been a keen sportsman, and while for 
some this might mean the occasional game of tennis, for him it is taking 
part in triathlons. The pleasure, he assures me, is in the training  —it 
appears to be a question of gruelling satisfaction rather than actual 
enjoyment! What is enjoyable is being outside in God’s creation and 
the feeling of being fully alive. In Vienna, his runs tend to be in the 
Donaupark or in the Belvedere garden, close to his apartment. He is 
a member of the Vienna International Centre running club. He fully 
intends to bring his bike out of the cellar this summer and take up 

cycling again. His other hobbies include playing the violin and the guitar, 
and he used to belong to an amateur orchestra.

Whereas during their first stay in Vienna, the couple had opted for the Vi-
enna Community Church, they decided this time, after a certain amount of 
deliberation, to join Christ Church. They were happy to attend the Tuesday 
evening  Lent group and this year’s church retreat at Stift Göttweig. Now 
that our mystery man and his wife have settled down in Vienna, they hope 
to be involved in more Christ Church activities. Their three children have 
all flown the nest (two are studying in the UK and one is working) and 
grandparenthood is not yet imminent. Like many newcomers to Vienna, 
he and his wife welcome a continual stream of visitors which keeps them 

Who’s Who in Christ Church??
Crossways continues with its presentation of members of our 
community. The aim is to get to know each other better and to put 
a name to a familiar face. Guess our mystery people before you turn 
to p.29 to see if you guessed accurately! 

Mystery 
person 
no. 1
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busy. We look forward to experiencing more of the their enriching presence 
among us in the years to come. 

Who’s Who in Christ Church? ?

Mystery 
person 
no. 2

(N
am

es an
d

 p
h

oto on
 p

. 2
9

)

If you have ever been to Vienna’s English Theatre or International Thea-
tre you may well have seen our second mystery person before meeting 
her in person at Christ Church. Alternatively, you could have seen her 
on stage in London’s West End, in Nairobi or in one of a multitude of 
other places where she has starred as the leading lady. Aficionados of 
Monty Python may have seen her in the Flying Circus series on British 
TV, while for viewers in Serbia she was a familiar figure in a number 
of series as well as numerous films. She also worked for the ORF in 
Austria and taught drama at the American International School where 
she organized 17 productions over 8 years. She performed in a large 
variety of staff productions ranging from Shakespeare, Ibsen, Moliere 
and Harold Pinter to modern comedies. Her long, successful career as 
an actress—launched at the age of eight in the role of Dick Whittington 
in her school pantomime—is one of the reasons she is often selected to 
read at Christ Church, adding depth and resonance to the Bible passages. 
She jokes that the reason she was given her first leading role was because 
she had the loudest voice and didn’t suffer from stage-fright! In any event, 
she knew from that tender age that she was destined for the stage. A parallel 
career path saw her working as an English-Serbo Croation interpreter at 
the American Embassy working with UNHCR, the International Red Cross, 
and CARITAS, where she was heavily involved in humanitarian work. This 
led to work as a conflict resolution trainer, one of her clients  being Austrian 
Airlines where she trained flight and ground crew. She has also worked as 
conflict mediator in a number of companies. Another string to her impres-
sive bow is a qualification as a business language trainer from the London 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Her professional and personal life saw her move from her native England—
she was born in Robin Hood country (Nottingham)—via Nairobi to Belgrade 
with her Yugoslav husband, where her daughter was born; the family then 
transferred to Stockholm where her son was born. Eventually she moved to 
Vienna and when her marriage ended, she joined forces with a well known 
British actor resident in Vienna and spent a very happy and productive 13 
years working together in Salzburg and Vienna. The death of her partner 
in 2012 triggered her return and renewed commitment to Christ Church 
where she has put her considerable talents at the disposal of the church as 
an active member of the Social Committee and a regular reader and leader 
of the intercessions. 
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“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me.” St. Paul, 
Galatians 2:20

“I regard Christianity as the most dis-
astrous lie of seduction there has ever 
been, as the great unholy lie: I draw its 
after-growth and tendrils of ideal out 
from under all other disguises. I resist all 
half and three-quarter positions towards 
it—there must be war against it. The 
morality of little people as the measure 
of things: that is the most disgusting 
degeneration culture has so far exhibited. 
And this kind of ideal [is] still hanging 
over the heads of mankind, as ‘God’!!”    
Friedrich Nietzsche, Writings from 
the Late Notebooks

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) was 
one of the most influential philoso-
phers of his time and a thinker whose 

Nietzsche’s Challenge

ideas greatly influenced Europe as 
the 20th century dawned. Above all, 
he expressed the yearning of many 
of the most talented intellectuals, 
artists and “men of action” to break 
free of centuries of Christian moral 
constraints. 

The son and grandson of German 
Lutheran ministers, he grew up in a 
pious family. The death of both his 
father and brother when he was very 
young cast a long shadow over his 
psyche, but he grew up as one of the 
most brilliant minds of his time. His 
contemporaries recognized his genius 
and he was appointed professor at 
the University of Basel at the age of 
24 when he had not even completed 
his doctoral dissertation. Suffering 
from ill health throughout his life, he 
went insane in 1889 at the age of 44 
and spent the last decade of his life 
in a catatonic state, never again com-
municating with the rest of humanity. 
In his relatively short active life, he 
produced an immense output of writ-
ing. His view of a “post-Christian,” 
atheistic world and our place in it 
as human beings is very much still a 
challenge to Christians today. 

Our Christian faith calls us to free 
ourselves from egoism and sin by 
opening ourselves to the grace of 
God and humbly embracing the way 
of the cross. By doing so, we grow 
in the love of God and learn to treat 
our neighbor with love. It’s been a 
powerful message resonating over 
millennia but one that Nietzsche ut-
terly rejected. by
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He despised Christianity because he 
believed that it undermines faith in 
one’s self. He taught that accepting 
the notion of sin limits the power and 
dignity of the self; the Christian is 
governed by a “slave morality” that 
falsely makes us think we are all of 
equal worth. In his view, God does 
not exist, life is pointless in itself and 
the superior human being (“Ueber-
mensch”) is the one who finds the 
way to be “true to himself.” Such a 
person strives to be “an artist of life,” 
acting free from moral constraints 
and unleashing creativity through 
self-expression.  This is how the 
superior person gives meaning to a 
world devoid of meaning. In The Birth 
of Tragedy, Nietzsche says, “Only 
as an aesthetic phenomenon is life 
justified.” 

When life comes to its end, the Ue-
bermensch is the one who can boast, 
in the words of a song by the very 
Nietzschean Frank Sinatra, “I did it 
my way!”

The historian Margaret Macmillan 
sees Nietzsche as especially influ-
ential in conveying the restlessness 
of an age of rapid cultural and social 
change: “Humanity, in his view, was 
doomed unless it made a clean break 
and started to think and allow itself 
to feel deeply….To reach the heights 
of spiritual reawakening it was neces-
sary to break out of the confines of 
conventional morality and religion. 
Those who embraced the challenge 
Nietzsche was throwing down would 
be the Uebermenschen.”

His message of supremacy of feeling 
and “self-liberation” from the values 
and morality we inherit has found an 
audience through the 20th century 
and down to our own time. Many 
consequential artists and thinkers 
who have come after Nietzsche’s 
ideas penetrated deeply into west-
ern culture have been influenced 
consciously or inadvertently by him. 
For the soul in rebellion against the 
strictures of Christian teaching and 
distressed at the homogenization of 
modern life, Nietzsche famously said, 
“This world is the will to power and 
nothing besides!” We invent meaning 
for ourselves. We find our greatness 
within us. The Uebermensch seeks 
to demolish the world of middle class 
standards and values. 

Nietzsche’s world is a harsh world 
which he and those burning to 
emancipate life from conventional 
mores saw as exhilarating. Nietzsche 
dismissed objective reality as an illu-
sion and consciousness as “just a tool 
and nothing more—a tool in the same 
sense that the stomach is a tool.” The 
world which matters to us is illusory.  
It is “in flux,” as a constantly shifting 
falsity that never gets any nearer to 
truth, for there is no “truth.”

The Oxford philosopher Michael 
Tanner notes, “He is the first person 
to insist that there is no such thing 
as a substantial self, which can view 
the world with dispassion.”  Thus, he 
denies even the possibility of objec-
tive knowledge of the world and of 
ourselves. è
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Moreover, for Nietzsche life is strug-
gle. In a godless world there is no 
mercy or forgiveness. Life is “ap-
propriation, injury, conquest of the 
strange and weak, suppression, 
severity….Life always lives at the 
expense of other life.” Without God 
there can be no absolute standards, 
no right or wrong, no salvation, 
no afterlife, no objective or eternal 
truths. If there is no God, only our 
own values or feelings matter. He 
goes so far as to assert that life itself 
should be defined as “an enduring 
form of the process of testing force. 
The weak succumb to suffering; the 
strong grow by it.” 

Sigmund Freud’s biographer says 
Freud thought Nietzsche had “a 
more penetrating knowledge about 
himself than any other man who ever 
lived or was likely to live.” Lenin kept 
copies of Nietzsche’s works in his 
personal library. Hitler patterned his 
public persona on Nietzsche’s Ueber-
mensch. The late cultural critic Allan 
Bloom thought that higher thinking 
in western culture from Nietzsche’s 
death in 1900 to our own day has 
been largely ruled by Nietzsche.

Nietzsche’s world of radical subjec-
tivity was precursor to post-modern 
reductionism, existentialism and rela-
tivism. English Nobel Prize winner 
Francis Crick is carrying Nietzsche’s 
reductionism to a logical end when he 
asserts: “You, your joys and your sor-
rows, your memories and ambitions, 
your sense of personal identity and 
free will, are in fact no more than the 

behavior of a vast assembly of nerve 
cells and their associated molecules.” 

The Jesuit philosopher James V. Schall 
sees Nietzschean relativism as the 
alternative to a world of meaning 
derived from belief in God: “It is 
presented under the idea of freedom. 
This freedom in turn is based on 
the idea that no stable nature can 
be found. No question of a cause of 
nature’s order thus arises. Human 
beings are not intended to be human 
beings, as if that were an intelligible 
idea. Indeed, the human condition 
is that there is no human condition. 
Since human beings are not any 
particular kind of being, they are free 
to make themselves into any sort of 
being they wish themselves to be…. 
No one can really criticize anyone 
else for being what he decides to be. 
Equality means that no standard of 
what is human exists.”

To his credit, Nietzsche never sought 
to soften his bleak vision. Unlike 
many modern post-Christian secular-
ists, he does not advocate trying to 
build a happy near-paradise on earth 
to take the place of a lost Heaven. 
His atheism is consistent and unre-
lenting. He wants to show us what a 
world without God is really like and 
what it means for us: without God, 
life is absurd, inexplicable and acci-
dental. Perhaps we should be grateful 
to Nietzsche for the contrast he paints 
between his world and our Christian 
world where we experience hope, love 
and community of faith through the 
way we live and worship. 

è
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Christ Church has a long history 
of hosting concerts by choirs 

visiting Vienna. On 14 May, students 
from the Swedish Choir Ostrochorus 
of the University of Lund gave a con-
cert at Christ Church to the delight of 
a highly appreciative audience. The 
choir was introduced to us by Pastor 
Maria Scharffenberg of the Swed-
ish Lutheran Church in Austria who 
with the Chaplain was our host. The 
theme of the songs was “the forest 
in Spring” and the choir entered and 
exited the church reproducing vo-
cally the sounds of spring: the leaves 
rustling in the gentle breeze, the birds 
building their nests and other sounds 
of woodlands. Some of the songs were 
in Swedish, some in English and we 
were even treated to a musical version 
of the Lord’s Prayer in Swahili! On the 
steps of the church, where we met for 
refreshments after the concert, we 
were treated to yet another song by 
the young choir. They won our hearts 
with their beautiful, young voices, 
their enthusiasm and joie de vivre! 

Swedish Evening at Christ Church

Congratulations to the Revd. 
Jady Koch and Liza on the birth of 
their daughter, Tucker, on 23 April. 
For newcomers to Christ Church, Jady 
was our curate for three years until he 
took up a new appointment in 2012 in 
Louisville, Kentucky. Both he and Liza 
left their mark on our church and we 
have fond memories of their stay with 
us. We hope that before long they will 
visit us with their daughter. 

Welcome, Tucker 
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I had not planned to write a book. 
It just happened when somebody 

said to me: “Have a drink – you’ll feel 
better!” and I recalled an occasion 
long ago when I had actually put it 
to the test. I wrote it down. A former 
colleague found it rather funny and 
prodded me to  write some more flash-
backs. And when I felt in the mood, I 
did. I ended up with 41, not chapters 
but episodes. Snippets. They are au-
thentic and any resemblance to any 
living person is not accidental. They 

illustrate how things were viewed and 
done in the past, a witness to how it 
felt growing up then. Actually it does 
not seem that long ago! The impact of 
school in the 40s, growing up in World 
War II, rationing, helping out on some 
rather odd farms, life as an impecu-
nious student, and the comic and 
sometimes perilous experiences of the 
young scientist at home and abroad. 
These include a terrifying forest drive 
with a psychopath, espionage, alarm-
ing taxi rides in Bombay, Cairo, New 
Orleans and Rio, and adventures 
involving a python, a cayman and spi-
ders. Episodes recorded include some 
scientific legends such as Bronowski 
and Alan Nunn May, Rosalind Frank-
lin and Maurice Wilkins, and a unique 
personal insight into the recklessly 
romantic nature of errant politician 
John Profumo. Altogether the book 
contains 41 snippets, consisting of  
Random Snippets (1-30), Reflective 
Snippets (31-34) and Concluding 
Snippets (35-41). Among the topics 
are French Holiday, Russian Capers, 
To See or Not to See, The Judgment, 
The Interview, Asthma, How to Do the 
Done Thing, Wrinkling, To Be or Not 
to Be, and Now and Then: Genera-
tion Gaps.

I have found not so much a kind of 
facile wisdom of hindsight but an 
increasing ability to laugh at myself. 
Certain episodes experienced as 
drastic, dramatic, ominous, or pain-
ful at the time often reveal humorous 
aspects in retrospect. As short ex-
amples I include part 1 of Snippet 18 
(Switzerland) and 8 (The Acid Test)

Marie-Helene Binggeli is a long-
standing member of the congregation  
and a retiree of the IAEA. She lives 
outside Vienna and is unable to attend 
church every Sunday as she used to. 
Her book, A Very Green Donkey. Snip-
pets: Authentic & Uncensored, will be 
published soon.

An Author among Us
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Footsteps 
It was already dark when I began 
to walk up the hill after the concert. 
Then I heard footsteps behind me. 
They were the only ones. I walked on 
and the footsteps were coming closer. 
I began to walk more quickly. So did 
the footsteps. It was very dark and still 
a considerable way from home. Bit by 
bit I was getting scared. I walked even 
faster. So did the footsteps. I decided 
to face the inevitable. I deliberately 
stopped. The steps caught up with 
me. They belonged to a massive man. 
“Did you drop a glove?” he asked. “Oh 
thank you!” I said, and felt a bit of a 
fool. I held out my hand. “That’s all 
right,” he said. Then he pointed down 
to where we had begun the climb. 
“It’s down there. I couldn’t be sure. 
Good night!”, he said and continued 
up the hill.

The Acid Test 
Have a drink—you’ll feel better! Real-
ly?  I was 22 and profoundly unhappy, 
and wondered whether it actually 
worked. I decided to put it to the test. 

Method: Although I didn’t really care 
for alcohol I rummaged around and 
unearthed half a bottle of vodka. I put 
it on the table, added a small glass, a 
bottle of red nail varnish, a pen and 
a piece of paper, a record player and 
a clock, for good measure. I jotted 
down the numbers 1 to 10 vertically 
in a way which left plenty of space 
for comments on the right, and then 
poured some vodka into the glass. I 
started up the music (can’t remember 
what it was), gulped down the vodka 

with some distaste, opened the bottle 
of nail varnish and proceeded to care-
fully paint the first nail. The varnished 
nail was supposed to present an even 
smooth surface, with clean outlines at 
the base and sides. The standard was 
to be assessed and noted on the chart 
where I also intended to put just an 
expression of how I felt at that point. 
Comments seemed to range from 
ghastly, miserable, hopeless, what’s 
the point, couldn’t care less,  so what, 
to oh well. With each succeeding 
dose of vodka, duly timed, I painted 
a fingernail, inspected it carefully 
and assessed my frame of mind. The 
standard deteriorated slightly with the 
number of fingers dealt with. To my 
surprise my mind remained abomina-
bly clear. I had planned, of course, to 
finish all 10 fingers and to see whether 
I would end on an optimistic note. 
This was not the case. At number 8 
I had to interrupt hurriedly because 
I felt sick. I reached the appropriate 
place and I was sick. Very.

Results: 
1. Physical performance (standard
of nail varnishing) deteriorated 
somewhat, but not markedly. 
2 .  M e n t a l  p e r f o r m a n c e 
(analysis of mood, mood itself) 
remained largely unaffected. 
3. Test could not be completed
or repeated due to unfavourable 
experimental conditions.

Conclusion: 
1. Alcohol did not help.
2. Not me.
3. Thank goodness. 
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From 22 to 24 April, Armenia was 
a country of remembrance. A 

series of high profile events aimed 
to draw international attention to the 
terrible atrocities suffered by Arme-
nians under the Ottoman Empire a 
hundred years ago. Patriarchs and 
prelates from Europe, Asia, Africa 
and America joined lawyers and 
political leaders to speak, to express 
solidarity, and to show respect. The 
Anglican congregation in Yerevan 
was honoured to receive as visitors 
for the commemoration no less than 
five Anglican Bishops! These were 
Bishop Richard of London, our own 
Bishop Robert, Bishop of Gibraltar in 
Europe, (retired) Bishop Christopher 
Hill (president of the Conference of 
European Churches), and two bish-
ops from South Sudan: Enoch Tombe 
Stephen and Peter Mayom. 

On the first day, there was a “global 
forum” where the President of 
Armenia said that he hoped the 

centennial events would include 
remembrance, gratitude (for the 
sacrifice of so many), prevention (of 
similar disasters) and revival (of Ar-
menian nationhood). At a sub-forum 
of church leaders, Bishop Richard 
emphasised the compelling need for 
remembrance to be coupled with for-
giveness and learning, so that future 
mistakes might be avoided.

On the second day, there was a 
spectacular liturgy at the Armenian 
spiritual centre of Holy Etchmiad-
zin when the estimated 1.5 million 
victims of the genocide were collec-
tively canonised. A huge icon to the 
martyrs was dedicated and powerful 
eulogies were delivered by Armenian 
church leaders. On the third day, 
there was an equally spectacular act 
of commemoration at the Genocide 
Memorial complex in Yerevan. The 
event combined speeches from the 
five heads of State present—Arme-
nia, Cyprus, Serbia, France and Rus-
sia—followed by a full liturgy, with 
prayers and Bible readings.

The events concluded with a social 
evening at the home of the assis-
tant curate for Christ Church (who 

Armenia Remembers...
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has particular responsibility for the 
Anglican congregation in Yerevan). 
Members of the very international 
congregation hosted and entertained 

not only the five Anglican bishops, 
but also two Finnish Lutheran pas-
tors and one Armenian Apostolic 
priest.

Congratulations, Betty!
On 19 April, Christ Church congratu-
lated a much loved and long-stand-
ing member of the congregation, 
Betty Gruber, on her ninetieth birth-

day. Betty has an enviable amount 
of energy that belies her years and 
continues to be an active member of 
our community. 
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE TIME   EVENT

June 7 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist

18.00 Choral Evensong

June 8-12 June Diocesan Synod, Cologne

June 12 (Fri) 18.30 Quiz evening hosted by Philip and Sally Reading

June 17 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council Meeting

June 20 (Sat) 09.30 Men’s breakfast discussion, Church Centre

June 20 (Sat) 17.00 The Africans and Friends Fest

June 27 (Sat) Ordinations: Mike Waltner in Madrid, 

Matt Earwicker in Salisbury, UK

July 1 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

July 2 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: The Children Act by Ian McEwan

July 4  (Sat) 08.00 S’Häferl

14.00 Guided nature walk in the Lobau with 

Dr. Claus Vogl

July 29 (Wed) 19.00 Concert: Duo Demel (flute and clarinet)

Aug 15 (Sat) Christ Church Council Quiet Day

Aug 23 (Sun) 12.00 Barbecue at the Castelinos’

Aug 30 (Sun) 10.00 Matins

Sept 5 (Sat) 09.30 Parish Outing to Szombathely

Sept 16 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council Meeting

Sept 18 (Fri) 18.30 Bring and share to welcome newcomers

Sept 24-27  Archdeaconry Synod, Zagreb

Oct 16 (Fri) 19.00 House Concert

Nov 21 (Sat) Annual Bazaar
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Derek Lacey Melinda May

Solution to Who’s Who quiz on pp 22-23

From the Church Registers

Funeral of Anthony Bromley on 9 May 2015 at the 
Crematorium Simmering.

Funeral of Timothy Ogunfojuri on 13 May at the 
Zentralfriedhof

Prayer of the Month

Gracious God,
We pray for peace in our communities this day.
We commit to you all who work for peace and an end to tensions,
And those who work to uphold law and justice.
We pray for an end to fear,
For comfort and support to those who suffer.
For calm in our streets and cities,
That people may go about their lives in safety and peace.
In your mercy, hear our prayers,
now and always. Amen
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