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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

Mothering Sunday, celebrated in the United 
Kingdom on the fourth Sunday in Lent, has 
religious roots unlike the equivalent Mothers’ 
Day in May in the United States and Europe.  
In Christ Church, each mother received a flower.
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The deadline for submissions for the 
June/July 2015 issue of CROSSWAYS 

is 15 May. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

Every Wednesday, I spend six hours working in a 
local primary school as a sort of teaching assistant, 

largely to help children with their reading. One day, I’ll 
write an article about what will go down in my as yet 
unwritten memoirs as a retirement career highlight and 
one of the most enriching experiences of my productive 
life. Last week I asked individual first-graders (aged 
6-7) what happened at Easter. After nine answers that 
featured the Easter Bunny in a leading and often solo)
role, it was the turn of a little Turkish boy who told 
me “That’s when—what’s his name, Jesus?—died”. It 
reminded me of the time many decades ago when I 
had a conversation with some young neighbours in 
my village in Lower Austria who were about to have  
their First Communion. I asked them the difference 
between First Communion and Confirmation and was 
met by blank stares. Eventually one bold little chap, 
recalling his brother’s recent Confirmation, ventured 
“First Communion is when you get to go the Prater and 
on Confirmation your godfather gives you a watch” 
(at a time when watches had a certain value and a 
trip to the Prater for village children was a rare and 
prized event). 

It seems to me that what all these children are miss-
ing—despite their formal religious instruction at 
school—is Kids’ Church (or Sunday School as tradi-
tionalists continue to call it). My own memories of 
Sunday School, starting from around five years old, 
remain deeply entrenched. The stories of the Old 
Testament held their own magic while the accounts of 
the life of Christ truly provided a “childhood pattern” . 
The children of Christ Church will similarly look back 
in later years on the precious hours they spent at Kids’ 
Church. In recent years, in particular, the care given to 
the selection of topics, the age-appropriate activities 
of the different groups and the enthusiasm and imagi-
nation of the Kids’ Church leaders has provided our 
children and grandchildren with a strong foundation 
in the Christian faith. Those leading and directing the 
Kids’ Church groups leave an enduring legacy in the 
shape of warm memories that will accompany Christ 
Church’s children throughout their lifetime.
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The first retreat I ever attend-
ed was in Canada during 

my time at university there. It 
was an adventure as I was of a 
more sceptical bent. A favourite 
word regarding religious mat-
ters in those days was “dubi-
ous” (in the sense of question-
able). The retreat leader’s topic 
was “How do we keep a cutting 
edge in living out our faith?” At 
the time it seemed a strange 

topic for a group of young students 
to be considering. It reflected some-
thing of the leader’s own questions 
and struggles. At a diocesan meeting 
the other week in Antwerp, Belgium 
(a city that delightfully surprised 
me), a conversation I had touched 
on the topic of the retreat of many 
years ago. My contribution to how 
we maintain the cutting edge can 
be summed up today in the word 
“enthusiasms”. 

A closer look at the word “enthusi-
asm” in the sense I am using it tells 
me that it means “to have a lively 
interest in 
something 
insp i r ing 
z e a l  o r 
f e r v o u r ” 
as in “She 
undertook 
he r  work 
with energy 
and enthu-
siasm” or 
“His enthu-
siasms in-

clude sailing and fishing.” I am 
delighted to find that the word en-
thusiasm is derived from the Greek 
work for God, theos. Synonyms for 
enthusiasm are eagerness, warmth, 
fervour, zeal, ardour, passion and 
devotion. An antonym for enthu-
siasm is indifference. By now you 
can tell that the word has positive 
connotations for me.

At the time of the conversation in 
Antwerp I had only recently come 
across the online digital catalogue 
for the exhibition showing in the 
Kunsthistorisches Museum (KHM) 
in Vienna: Coinage and Power in 
Ancient Israel —From the Collection 
of the Israel Museum, Jerusalem. 
(The link for the digital version of the 
English catalogue is www.muenze-
und-macht.at/?language=en.) In 
the case of the exhibition showing 
presently at the KHM, I am enthu-
siastic about how knowledge can be 
shared and that one can pay a virtual 
visit. It costs you nothing. This ex-

hibition truly 
has global 
r e a c h .  I t 
was the an-
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nouncement of this exhibition that 
persuaded me to purchase another 
yearly subscription for the KHM. A 
very good investment, if I may say so 
myself. Recently I have been study-
ing the faces of the Roman busts 
outside on the mezzanine level of 
the KHM. 

I was ready to be surprised and 
within a week or so I was surprised 
by the city of Antwerp and by the 
digital catalogue on the website of 
the KHM. Again the digital catalogue 
shows unequivocally how the Inter-
net contributes to the common good 
through the sharing of knowledge. 
Antwerp had me seriously thinking 
about putting a trip together that 
would include Amsterdam, Rotter-
dam and Antwerp using the French 
high-speed train Thalys connecting 
these three Benelux cities. Inadvert-
ently, I have just touched on another 
one of my enthusiasms: public trans-
port. Even now I am amazed by the 
fact that without the need for a car 
I can get from door to door almost 
anywhere in Europe (with a little 
patience). On the whole, things 
function and most of the time they 
function well. 

As some of you will know, two years  
ago we had to move flats within the 
third district, which we are enjoying. 
As the flat is a little further from the 
church I got out my bike to cycle from 
the flat to church. My enthusiasm 
for cycling has grown and I love cy-
cling around the city and managed 

last summer to cycle once 
around the Neusiedler See. 

In drawing to a close on my 
enthusiasms let me add that 
I have deepened my passion 
for German Kreuzworträtsel 
(crossword puzzles) having 
found that the Hamburger Abendb-
latt has posted over 1,000 of them 
online.

The enthusiasms I have touched on 
are not particularly religious, but I 
hope that they in part witness to the 
fullness of life that God is calling us 
into, whatever season of life we are 
in. The last time I visited my mother 
(now 95) she was seriously consid-
ering purchasing an iPad, egged on 
by my brother’s enthusiasms. My 
own enthusiasms do help me to 
maintain what the retreat leader of 
my student days called the cutting 
edge. They strengthen my zeal for 
life and in their own singular way 
witness to the God who brings life 
through death. “Rise, heart, thy 
Lord is risen.” A risen heart, to use 
George Herbert’s words from the 
poem Easter, is what God desires 
to give each one of us in our confu-
sions, self-doubt, anxieties, sins 
and sorrow. “Rise, heart, thy Lord is 
risen.” May this be your prayer as 
you minister to yourself and others 
this Easter.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ, 

“We are an Easter People and Hallelujah 
is our Song!” The great St. Augustine 
of Hippo wrote these words 1,600 
years ago and they have spoken to 
people through the ages down to our 
own time. Being an Easter people 
means that resurrection is part of 
our life experience. Easter celebrates 
how Jesus dies and rises in each of 
us—in our personal lives and in the 
community of the church. Easter 
celebrates how Jesus is present in 
our daily work, our relationships, 
the joys and sorrows of the world. 

We are an Easter people, in a Good 
Friday world. Within Europe, many 
countries continue to live with the 
grinding effects of austerity. In the 
South of the continent, we have a 
whole generation of young people 
growing up without work. Eastern 
Ukraine has faced the misery and 
devastation of armed struggle. This is 
in addition to the conflicts in the wid-
er world—in Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Nigeria, Syria and Iraq—with their 
tragic humanitarian consequences.  

In this kind of world, it could seem 
that the only God in whom we might 
believe, or refuse to believe, would be 
a deist god, that is, a god who may 
have created the world back in the 
mists of time but has since then left 
it alone to run down by itself. Whilst 
philosophers might find it interesting 
to debate whether or not such a god 

exists, the deist god would not make 
any practical difference to the way 
the world is. 

By contrast, the Christian Easter in-
sists that God is not a god who is far 
off, but one who in Jesus draws very 
near. In Jesus, God himself comes 
among us. As the Church Fathers in-
sisted, “what God has created, only 
God can redeem”. In his bursting 
from the tomb on Easter Day, God 
releases new energy into the world. 
Far from allowing his world to decay, 
according to a relentless law of en-
tropy, God in Christ initiates a pro-
gramme of renewal. Beginning with 
the first disciples a new community 
is created that exhibits a remark-
able degree of joy, hope, and love. 
2000 years later, the Easter people 
is still growing rapidly in number, 
especially in Africa, in China and in 
some other Asian countries.

Unfortunately, in the old continent 
of Europe, the churches (or at least 
the traditional churches) are gener-
ally not enjoying numerical growth. 
Our own Church of England has been 
declining at the rate of about 1 per 
cent per year for many years. On top 
of this, the average age of our church 
has increased so that it is now much 
higher than the average age of the 
UK population. This means that, 
even if we manage to replace all 
those who leave the church, we will 
still decline as a large proportion of 
our current membership comes to 
the end of their lives. Moreover, a 

Bishop Robert Innes’ Easter Message
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bulge in the clergy age distribution 
means 40 per cent of our clergy are 
due to retire in the next 10 years. 

Faced with this reality, one approach 
would be to dig our heads in the 
sand and either pretend that decline 
wasn’t happening or that it doesn’t 
matter. If our God was a God who 
had simply left the world to decline 
in its own way, then that might be 
permissible. But as an Easter people 
we simply daren’t do this! 

Aware of the great challenge facing 
the church, the General Synod at 
its meeting in February approved a 
range of reports that constitute an 
ambitious programme of ‘Reform 
and Renewal’. At the heart of these is 
a renewed commitment to personal 
discipleship across all dioceses. 
There are plans to alter the way in 
which central church funds are dis-
tributed so that the church particu-
larly addresses areas of deprivation 
and possibilities for growth, plans to 
increase the number of candidates 
for ordained ministry by 50 per cent, 
proposals to simplify the process of 
church planting, all backed by a sig-
nificant investment programme from 
the Church Commissioners.

The February General Synod was a 
gathering of some historic signifi-
cance, and it left me with a real sense 
of hope in the future of our church. 
But all of us are aware that ‘re-
newal’ is not something that can be 
programmed or managed centrally. 

Re n ewa l 
h a p p e n s 
personally 
and locally. 
It is in our 
local  con-
gregations that 
lives are touched 
by the love of Jesus. It 
is through personal friendship 
and invitation that people come to 
know and follow the Lord. It is in 
the gathering for worship of our 
local communities that minds are 
challenged and hearts transformed. 

This Holy Week, I will be spending 
Palm Sunday in Naples and Easter 
Sunday in Florence. I am deeply 
thankful to all our clergy and lay 
people who will be involved in the 
preparation and conduct of worship 
for Holy Week and Easter. I pray 
especially for those who will be 
endeavouring to communicate the 
Easter message in ways that will 
connect with regular churchgoers 
and visitors alike. I hope there will be 
an expectancy that people will come 
to faith in Jesus through the welcome 
and worship we offer. We have a 
great story to tell and a wonderful 
song to sing!

I wish you a blessed and joyful 
Easter, 

Bishop Robert Innes’ Easter Message
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Easter Week Made Simple

Palm Sunday  
The Sunday before his crucifixion and 
resurrection, Christ made his way into 
Jerusalem on a young donkey to cel-
ebrate the Jewish feast of the Passover. 
Crowds lined the streets to greet him, 
waving palms and shouting “Hosanna” 
(save us) and covering the road with 
branches in honour of his arrival. 

Maundy Thursday  
The Last Supper took place on the day 
before Christ’s crucifixion as part of 
the Passover celebration. Christ sent 
Peter ahead to arrange a room for the 
Passover meal. There, Christ broke 
bread and shared wine with his disciples, 
instructing them to perform this ritual 
in his memory. He also announced his 
imminent betrayal by one of them as well 
as Peter’s repeated denial of him. Before 
the meal, he washed the disciples’ feet 
in an act of humility. Christ also gave 
the disciples a new commandment: to 
love each other as he loved them. After 
the meal, he went with his disciples to 
the Mount of Olives. Despite their good 
intentions, the disciples failed to keep 
watch with Christ and awoke as he was 
identified by Judas Iscariot to the chief 
priests and soldiers who had come to ar-
rest him. He stopped his disciples  acting 
violently towards his enemies.

Good Friday  
In the early hours of the morning, Christ 
was subject to a mock trial at the home 
of Caiaphas, the High Priest, where the 
whole council had gathered to build 
a case against Jesus. They found him 

At Christ Church, we meet in the 
Church garden at 10.00 where we 
each receive a palm cross. The ser-
vice begins with the blessing of the 
crosses. We then make our way in 
procession into the church, singing a 
hymn. The crosses are later burned 
in preparation for Ash Wednesday 
and the Imposition of the Ashes.

What the Bible says How we celebrate

In commemoration of the Last Sup-
per, a special Maundy Thursday 
Eucharist is held at Christ Church, 
starting at 20.00 and the sacra-
ments are blessed for the following 
day. The celebrant washes the feet 
of volunteers from the congregation, 
recalling the washing by Christ of the 
feet of his twelve disciples. After the 
Eucharist, the entire church, includ-
ing the altar, is quietly and rever-
ently stripped of any decoration. 
At the end of the service, there is a 
one-hour vigil for those who wish to 
mark Christ’s time in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. 
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guilty of blasphemy for professing to be 
King of the Jews and by advising people 
not to pay taxes to the Romans. In the 
morning, Christ was handed over to Ro-
man authorities in the person of Pontius 
Pilate, to pronounce his sentence. Dur-
ing the Passover, it was the prerogative 
of the Governor to release one prisoner, 
but the crowds insisted that Jesus be giv-
en a death penalty. No amount of protest 
on the part of Pontius Pilate could sway 
them so in weakness he pronounced 
the sentence: death on the cross. Christ  
was hung on the cross, along with two 
common thieves, ridiculed and tortured 
by the crowds. The sky turned dark 
and remained so for three hours. Then 
Jesus took his last breath and uttered 
the words “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit.” (Luke 23:46). The 
earth shook and the curtain of the temple 
was split in two. One of Jesus’ followers, 
Joseph of Arimathea, went to Pilate and 
asked for Jesus’ body. He took the body 
and put it in a new tomb that had been 
carved in rock. 

Holy Saturday  
Jesus’ body lay in the tomb, guarded 
by Roman soldiers on the day of the 
Sabbath. Nicodemus had provided  
ointment of myrrh and Jesus’ body was 
treated and wrapped in linen according 
to Jewish custom.

There are two ser-
v ices  at  Chr is t 
Church on Good 
Friday. Traditionally, 
at 12.30 an ecumenical 
service is held with the 
participation of the clergy 
and congregations of other 
English-speaking churches in 
Vienna. It is a service with a differ-
ence involving listening to the mov-
ing and often powerful words of a 
range of speakers as well as soloist 
singers or musicians. In the past, 
those attending were transported 
over the miles and centuries, to the 
scene of the Crucifixion. This year’s 
theme is the seven last words of 
Christ on the cross. 

In the evening, the Good Friday Lit-
urgy starting at 18.00 is a solemn 
event consisting of the Liturgy of the 
Word, the Veneration of the Cross, 
and Holy Communion as well as the 
singing of the Reproaches. 

The evening before Easter Day, we 
assemble in the church garden where 
the Chaplain lights the Easter Fire. 
We then move in procession into the 
church where the Paschal Candle 
is lit and in turn our own candles. 
The moving two-hour Easter Liturgy 
consists of chants, readings, psalms, 
prayers and hymns. We gather at 
the font at the back of the church to 
renew our baptismal vows and the 
Chaplain sprinkles us with blessed 
water. We then celebrate the first 
Eucharist of Easter. 

è

“Truly I tell you, 
today you will be 

with me in paradise”
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è
Easter Sunday  
Early in the morning, women—in-
cluding Mary Magdalene—found 
that the large rock that had been 
placed in front of the tomb had been 
rolled away and the tomb was empty. 
Christ made five appearances during 
the day, to Mary Magdelene in the 
garden, to women who had come 
to the tomb to prepare the body for 
burial, to the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus and later, to the disciples 
gathered in a house for prayer, with 
the absence of Thomas. 

The 10 o’clock Easter Day service 
at Christ Church, as in churches the 
world over, is a joyous occasion, 
celebrating the Resurrection of our 
Lord. In contrast to the sombre mood 
of the church of the past week, there 
is a display of spring flowers and 
an Easter Garden at the back of the 
church. The church tends to fill up 
early, with many visitors who are not 
regular members of the congrega-
tion, so if you arrive late you may 
find standing room only! 

Prayer of the Month

We are often not the Easter People

That we should be,

Living in the certain knowledge

Of your great mercy and love.

Distracted by the world around us

We fail to hear your voice,

Or hide when faith is challenged

As we wander off the path.

Forgive us, we pray;

Restore the love that we first had,

A faith that can endure.

We will keep our eyes fixed on you, Lord,

And with you at our right hand

We shall not be shaken.

Amen
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Yes, you have read the title cor-
rectly, and no I have not made 

a mistake! The new main railway 
station in Vienna, which was opened 
a few months ago, does have a place 
where you are invited to spend time 
in silence and prayer! Apparently 
when the Austrian Railways were 
planning this new station, they 
approached representatives of the 
different religions based in Vienna, 
and asked them if they would be in-
terested in participating in a shared 
space for prayer and meditation.

So on 10 October 2014 the “Raum 
der Stille” was officially blessed and 
opened.  You can find it as you come 
up from the U1 at Südtirolerplatz/
Hauptbahnhof underground station.  
Exit by the front of the train, going 
up the escalator and carry straight 
on, passing MacDonald’s on your 
left.  Continue straight on, not go-
ing up the big escalator, but go half 
left, passing a bakery, car rental and 
there it is: Raum der Stille!  (UG2, 
Raum 104)

Since October it has become a fasci-
nating meeting place, where different 
organizations offer church services 
and/or help in solving some of life’s 

problems, as well as hosting oc-
casional lectures.  If you check out 
their website (www.raumderstille-
hauptbahnhof.at) you will find 
Catholic Mass, Coptic Orthodox 
services, Mama Jemima from Ghana, 
Taizé services, the protestant Evan-
gelical Alliance, and the Salvation 
Army, to name just a few.  In addition 
to the services, the people working 
there (often volunteers) are usually 
friendly and many speak English.

So if you are nearby, don’t “Shop ‘til 
you drop, take time to pray!”

Prayers in the Hauptbahnhof
by R

evd. A
ileen H

ackl
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Who is the author of the “Mag-
nificat”: Mary, Elizabeth, or 

Luke?

In Sunday morning Bible study, we 
are currently reading the Gospel 
of St. Luke. While Mark starts with 
Jesus’ baptism, the other synoptic 
Gospels, i.e the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke, start with a prologue. 
While Jesus’ birth in a stable is 
probably the most famous part 
of Luke’s prologue, it 
also contains canti-
cles that are still 
in use. One of 
these canti-
cles is the 
Magnificat. 

Fol lowing 
the exam-
ple of Bill 
D a n n e n -
maier, who 
launched this 
B i b l e  s t u d y 
group about ten 
years ago, we rely 
heavily on the multi-au-
thor book: Peake’s Commentary 
on the Bible (Thomas Nelson, pub-
lisher) for background information 
and explanations. When reading 
the comments on the Magnificat, I 
found it interesting that some early 
Latin manuscripts of the Bible actu-
ally have Elizabeth say (or pray or 
chant) the Magnificat. Since I have 
always considered Juliet way too 
young at thirteen to say the words 

Shakespeare put into her mouth, I 
was inclined to believe those schol-
ars who rather have Elisabeth saying 
the Magnificat. So I decided to study 
the subject further. 

The gospels were written in Greek. 
And in nearly all Greek versions of 
this passage, Mary is saying the 
Magnificat. Some scholars maintain 
that Luke originally had “she” and 

most copyists resolved the 
ambiguity in favour of 

Mary while others 
favoured Eliza-

beth. But there 
is not a sin-
gle old Latin 
or  Greek 
m a n u -
script with 
“she”  to 
be found. 
Thus  the 

Latin manu-
scripts with 

Elizabeth say-
ing the Magnificat 

are most likely wrong. 
The expressions “lowliness 

of her handmaiden” and  “from now 
on all nations will call me blessed” 
also fit Mary better.

Nevertheless, parts of the Magnificat 
are repeated almost word for word 
in verse 1:58, that clearly refer to 
Elizabeth. Some passages fit neither 
of the women. The use of a past 
tense in  “he has shown strength 
with his arm and has scattered the 

Mystery of the Magnificat
by

 C
la

us
 V

og
l
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proud” and “he has brought rulers 
from the throne and exulted the 
humble” rather points to a compo-
sition after the resurrection. Indeed 
it is very unlikely that Mary would 
respond to Elizabeth’s greeting with 
an elaborate canticle in the Jewish 
poetic tradition that shows strong 
parallels to Hannah’s canticle in 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 and is comple-
mented by some parts that seem to 
be taken from Isaiah (I am thankful 
to Matthew Earwicker for 
pointing this out). By 
the way, Hannah 
praises the Lord 
because she 
gave birth 
to  a  s o n 
after being 
considered 
b a r r e n 
for  many 
years. This 
description 
fits Elizabeth 
m o r e  a p t l y 
than Mary. 

If Luke had composed 
the canticle himself, he would 
likely have found words that better 
correspond to Mary’s situation.  
The most likely explanation for the 
inconsistencies in the Magnificat is 
that Luke adapted a later canticle, 
which was itself based on that of 
Hannah with some parts from Isai-
ah, and put it into the mouth of Mary 
(more likely than Elizabeth). This 
was common practice for historians 

of that time (again pointed out to me 
by Matthew Earwicker). In any case, 
the words in the Magnificat reflect a 
theme central to Luke: the reversal 
of fortunes. The lowly and humble 
are exalted, while the proud, mighty, 
and rich are scattered, brought 
down, and sent away hungry. 

So it would appear that multiple au-
thors were responsible for the Mag-
nificat. In any case, together with the 

other canticles in Luke’s 
prologue, Zecharia’s 

Benedic tus ,  the 
Angels Gloria, 

and Simeon’s 
Nunc dimit-
tis, the Mag-
nificat has 
stood the 
test of time 
and con-
tinues to be 

prayed or 
sung today. 

Sources: In addi-
tion to the sources 

mentioned, I also relied 
on Mary in the New Testa-

ment, edited by Brown, Fitzmyer, 
and Donfried (1978) Fortress Press, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania & Paulist 
Press, Mahwah, New Jersey. Ac-
knowledgments: Matthew Earwicker 
has read and commented on an ear-
lier version of this text. Nevertheless, 
I remain solely responsible for the 
opinions expressed and any errors 
the text should contain.

My 
soul doth 

magnify the Lord : and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God 

my Saviour.  
For he hath regarded : the 

lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth : 

all generations shall call 
me blessed.
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Second Sunday of Easter

Third Sunday of Easter

Fourth Sunday of Easter

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
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18.30 Church Council  
 Meeting

C H R I S T  C H U R C H  T R I P  T O  I S T A N B U L :  U N C O V E R I N G  T H E  P A S T

08.00 Holy Communion  
 (BCP)
10.00 Easter Day Sung   
 Eucharist
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08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:  
 Anglicans for  
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10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice
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 10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Organ concert  
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

12.30 Ecumenical Service 
 Church open for   
 Prayer and 
 Meditation

18.00 Good Friday
 Liturgy 21.00 Easter Vigil

16.00 Easter Holy
 Communion in
 Klagenfurt

C H R I S T  C H U R C H  T R I P  T O  I S T A N B U L :  U N C O V E R I N G  T H E  P A S T

St. George St. Mark
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09.30 Holy Communion
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08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist and Confirmation
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Sung Evening Prayer with Hymns
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24
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08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:
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 Migration (1)

08.30 Morning Prayer

May 2015

1211
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19
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Monday TuesdaySunday

B i s h o p  R o b e r t  a t  C h r i s t  C h u r c h

A n n u a l  R e t r e a t

For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone;
The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, 
and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land;
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09.30 Holy Communion

18,30 Church Council
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice
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09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry
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18.00 Lange Nacht
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B i s h o p  R o b e r t  a t  C h r i s t  C h u r c h

Ascension St. Matthias

Song of Solomon 2: 11-12

For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone;
The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, 
and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land;
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T This year’s retreat is entitled “Living Prayerfully” and will be led by the Revd Dr 

Walter Moberly. There will be five sessions on aspects of prayer: (1) penitential 
prayer; (2) petitionary prayer; (3) waiting on God; (4) praying for guidance; 
and (5) charismatic and mystical prayer. See the last edition of Crossways 
for further information. The retreat is full up this year, but there is a waiting 
list. Contact Andrew Rook, the retreat coordinator, to add you name to the list.

Valentin Fheodoroff an accomplished Austrian pianist and organist will give an 
organ concert at Christ Church. He will be playing works by Bach and Mozart. 
All the proceeds from the evening will go towards maintaining the organ. The 
date of the concert is Thursday, 23 April at 19.00. Valentin has been associated 
with Christ Church since he began learning to play the organ.

Ensemble Orchidee will present an exciting programme of music consisting of 
their own compositions on Monday 4 May at 19.30. The musicians are Berna-
dette Zeilinger (recorders), Diego Muné (guitar), Igor Gross (percussion) and 
Daniela Fheodoroff (organ).

Pastor Maria Scharffenberg of the Swedish Lutheran Church in Austria and our 
Chaplain want to host a concert at the church for a Swedish choir made up of 
students from the University of Lund. We are looking at Ascension Day, 14 May 
in the evening (tbc). Follow Facebook, the wrap or the website for further details.

The newly commissioned Diocesan Bishop, the Rt Revd Robert Innes, is coming 
to Vienna for the weekend of 29/31 May to conduct a confirmation service on 
the Sunday. During the service some adults will also be received into the Church 
of England. The Bishop will attend the activities planned at Christ Church for 
the Lange Nacht der Kirchen (see notice elsewhere). There will a session with the 
Bishop during which he will answer questions about the Diocese in Europe, the 
Church of England and the Anglican Communion. Interpreters will be on hand.  
Please submit any questions for the Bishop to the church office. The Bishop 
will also meet with the church council, those holding permission to officiate, 
and Mike Waltner, who is training for the ordained ministry of the Church of 
England. Guest preacher on Sunday, 31 May at the Six O’clock Service is Janet 
Berkovic. Janet is a Reader in training in Zagreb and a leading member of the 
congregation there. 

The annual Schweigemarsch (March of Witness) on behalf of persecuted Chris-
tians is on Friday 29 May at 17.15 outside the Staatsoper. The march will link 
up with the opening service for the Lange Nacht der Kirchen. 

April May  2015.indd   18 26/03/2015   07:46:50



19 

SO
u

N
D

iN
G

S
P

R
Ay

ER
 

M
iN

iST
R

y
G

O
O

D
 

FR
iD

Ay
C

H
R

iST
 C

H
u

R
C

H
 

M
iSSiO

N
 STA

T
EM

EN
T

Soundings resumes after the Easter break. On 21 April, Tara Stockton will speak 
about Anglicans for Life. On their website they write: “Anglicans for Life is the 
global Anglican ministry that educates, equips, and engages the Anglican Church 
in fulfilling Scripture’s mandate to protect the vulnerable, defend the fatherless, 
and plead for the widow.”

On Tuesday, 5 and 12 May, Frank Sauer will speak to us about the research he 
is undertaking with the University of Vienna, which includes interviews with 
members of Christ Church on mission and migration. Frank recently made his 
profession as a Tertiary Franciscan in the Church of England.

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) The 
Prayer Ministry of Christ Church meets ten times a year. During the meeting 
we pray for the world, the church, Christ Church and individuals in need as we 
give thanks for the blessings we receive daily. The next meetings are 22 April, 
27 May and 1 July.

On Good Friday (April 3) the church will be open for prayer and quiet medita-
tion beginning at 12.30 with the Ecumenical Service and ending after the Good 
Friday liturgy which starts at 18.00. If you would like to volunteer to cover an 
hour in the church during the day, please contact Lucille or Rose, otherwise drop 
by to prayer when you are able.

Our new mission statement was approved by the Annual Church Meeting on 25 
March. It reads as follows: “Christ Church, the Anglican/Episcopal Church in 
Vienna, seeks to be a welcoming and caring church, providing a spiritual home 
for all generations that respects diversity and invites people from every walk of 
life to worship God, to grow as Christians in faith and understanding as well as 
to participate in God’s mission to the world.

Led by God’s grace, we aim to Inspire our community to live and work to God’s 
praise and glory; provide for the worship needs of our community through a 
range of services and ministries; reach out to younger generations in ways that 
affirm the relevance of the Christian faith for today; engage with one another 
through the shared experience of worship, education and social events; share 
and meet with those in need, donating ten per cent of our income to charity; 
and serve God through service to others.”

April May  2015.indd   19 26/03/2015   07:46:51



20

by
 R

os
al

in
d 

Sh
ak

es
pe

ar

Some time in the Middle Ages, 
Christian churches began ob-

serving Holy Week by retelling the 
story of Christ’s crucifixion in music. 
By the time Bach came to write his 
Passion music this had evolved to 
allow orchestra, choirs and non-
scriptural choruses and arias. Bach 
wrote the St. John Passion first. It has 
much smaller forces and is shorter 
and more dramatic than the St. 
Matthew Passion. The St. Matthew 
has two choirs, which gives more 
scope to some of the choruses as 
they can sound like crowds arguing 
or answering. Both consist of three 
textual strands: the actual Biblical 
text, sung by the Evangelist; poetry of 
the time and the pre-existing hymns, 
or chorales. 

The St. Matthew is more about the 
emotional or feeling life. The arias 
are contemplative and Christ’s part 
much larger and full of suffer-
ing, both before and 
during the crucifix-
ion. The whole sec-
tion of Peter’s betray-
al and then the final 
moments on the cross 
are especially moving. 
Totally integral are the 
wonderful obbligatos, the 
instrumental accompani-
ments to the arias, on the 
flute, oboe and violin and so 
called because a particular 
instrument is necessary to the 
effect and must on no account 
be dispensed with.

In our teens, my friend Angela and I 
used to go and hear the St. Matthew 
Passion at London’s Royal Festival 
Hall every year. It took the whole day. 
For us it was a sublime marathon 
and the two hour break for picnic 
lunch by the Thames only added 
to the wonder of the day. “Come, 
ye daughters, share my mourning”:  
the opening words draw you into 
the start of the unfolding drama in 
an extraordinary way. The octave 
of four rising notes on “come” con-
vey an urgency, a compulsion to be 
there, to be part of it. For me this is 
Bach bridging the centuries, a man 
of his time and yet as dynamic and 
contemporary as one could wish in 
today’s world. 

The Royal Festival Hall is a dis-
tinctly period piece of architecture 
now. Back in the 60s it was 

thrillingly modern 
and new. For the 
performances of 
the St. Matthew’s 

The Passions
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Passion the stage area was packed 
with choirs and orchestra and the 
chorales were monumental. It was 
years later one Good Friday that I 
caught just half an hour of a British 
television production by the hugely 
talented and creative Jonathan Miller. 
I was mesmerized and recall now 
that I even forgot to sit down! The 
choir was indeed a crowd, dressed 
in earth-coloured shifts, and stand-
ing, seemingly randomly, the four 
voices mingled. It was the same with 
the soloists and the Evangelist. This 
was something completely different, 
totally compelling.

Then on Good Friday last year, here 
in Vienna, one of the television chan-
nels broadcast a “dramatized” pro-
duction of the St. John Passion from 
Berlin, with Simon Rattle conducting 
the Berlin Philharmonic. The chorus 
members moved as they sang, in a 
kind of eurythmics, and when it came 
to the arias Simon Rattle brought 
his baton down and quietly turned 
towards the soloists. But it was the 
extraordinarily sensitive singing of 
the English tenor, Mark Padmore—
unknown to me until that day—that 
made the deepest impression. With a 
crew-cut and dressed in jeans and a 
T-shirt there were simply no illusions 
about the power and relevance of the 
Passion story. 

Daniel Barenboim writes “Every work 
of art has “two faces”, one directed 
towards its own time and the other 
towards eternity.’ For me, no one 

embodies this truth more powerfully 
than Bach.

Edwin Fischer who lived from 1886 
to 1960 was a Swiss pianist and con-
ductor who came to prominence after 
the First World War. He formed his 
own chamber orchestra and was one 
of the first musicians to be interested 
in presenting Baroque and Classical 
music in a historically accurate way.

As more than 260 years have passed 
since the appearance of this genius, 
we must recognize that the four mu-
sic-filled letters BACH have for many 
people powers of illumination of a 
potency such as could only proceed 
from a religious or humanistic basis 
of faith. Everywhere, those respon-
sive to music find in him a power, a 
law and a standard; at every turn we 
feel his breath in works of today. Why 
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is this? In him the musician feels laws 
of an almost cosmic power and inevi-
tability; his themes become for him 
great spacious conceptions through 
whose interplay, combination, dimi-
nution, augmentation, repetition, he 
creates his magnificent structures – 
magnificent in that at the same time 
they are filled with deep vital feeling. 

How could a man create works so 
all-embracing, so final, so timeless?

First of all, his tree of life drove its 
roots deep into the past, and he 
gathered from many generations all 
that seemed wholesome, healthy, 
and useful. He drew this strength 
up into himself and then, led by 
one single guiding star, religion, he 
gave himself wholly to life. Nature 

and mankind, times of sorrow and 
rejoicing, are mirrored in his works, 
created with the fidelity of a great, 
all-embracing mind. 

It is the fact that his roots were so 
deep, his character so unshakeable, 
but his mind so sensitive to all the 
colour of life, that caused the clarity 
and indeed the almost allegorical 
quality of his life. However one’s 
own expression of life, one must yet 
recognize the unimportance of per-
sonal existence, must feel that the 
creature is nothing if it does not serve 
something higher—that Something 
which in Bach is made so manifest 
and which he symbolized in the three 
letters S.D.G. with which he closed 
every great work: Soli Deo Gloria (to 
God alone the glory). 

On 2 December 2014, the funeral of Peter Siwy at the 
Crematorium Simmering

On 16 January 2015, the funeral of Trudi Fitzgerald at the 
Zentralfriedhof

On 19 January 2015, the funeral of Garry John Brennand at 
Korneuburg

On 23 February 2015, the funeral of Edith Harrison in 
Klagenfurt

On 29 November 2014, a memorial service for Theresia 
Reinsperger

On 17 December 2014, a memorial service for Graham Scott

On 15 February 2015, a memorial service for Peter Stallybrass

From the Church Registers
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This year marks the tenth anni-
versary of the Lange Nacht der 

Kirchen in Vienna. Over 150,000 
people participate in the Lange Nacht 
der Kirchen (the Long Night of the 
Churches) year by year as they walk 
from church to church and make their 
way from event to event. On this night 
the doors of the churches are thrown 
wide open to welcome people from 
all walks of life and all faiths or none. 
This year the theme is based on the 
bible verse Genesis 1.14: Lichter sol-
len sein, um Tag und Nacht zu schei-
den. Sie sollen Zeichen sein. (And God 
said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of 
the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and 
for seasons and for days and years.’)

This year Christ Church will be taking 
part and we have planned an evening 
of readings, music and discussion. 
The programme has been set and we 
are looking forward to opening our 
church to welcome our visitors.

Rosalind Shakespear and the Social 
Committee will be looking for help 
with the refreshments in the centre so 
if you can contribute please see her.

Nigel Reynard is organising the wel-
come team. He is looking for anyone 
willing to read up a bit about the his-
tory of the church so that they can 
answer any questions. German would 
be helpful but not absolutely neces-
sary. This team will also hand out 
programmes etc and generally help 
people find their way around.

Melinda May is the overall co-ordina-
tor with special responsibility for the 
programme Darkness and Light. See 
her if you have any questions. 

Remember to advertise this amongst 
your family and friends and invite 
them to this special evening. This 
is a chance to meet our new bishop 
and also to hear Carole Alston who 
is a member of our church. This 
will be the first time she has sung at 
Christ Church. Another event not to 
be missed. We hope to see you there!

18.00 Opening Prayers 

18.15- Refreshments in the Church 
22.00 Centre Salesianergasse 24

19.30–   The Anglican Communion  
20.00 in Europe: Question and  
 answer session with the  
 newly appointed Bishop  
 of Europe, the Rt Rev Robert 
 Innes (in English and  
 German).

20.30– Darkness and Light:  A  
22.00 meditation using music  
 and readings from the  
 Anglican  tradition under the  
 musical direction of Andrew  
 Couse. Melinda May reading  
 and event coordinator.

22.00–   Gospel and Inspirational  
23.00 Songs: Late night music with  
 American jazz singer Carole  
 Alston

23.15 Compline: Prayers at the end  
 of the day

Lange Nacht at Christ Church
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In and Around Christ Church

Fortified by a delicious soup prepared 
by our hostess, Joan Dantinger, the 
Thursday Lent group—one of three 
at Christ Church—once again fol-
lowed the York course. Led by the 
Revd. Aileen Hackl, this year’s topic 
on Praise was divided into five ses-
sions on gratitude, the image of God, 
humility, the new birth and the Word 
made flesh. After listening to eminent 
speakers on a CD, we embarked on 
our own stimulating discussions.

The Family Service on 15 March 
(Mothering Sunday) saw the Chap-
lain clad in somewhat unconven-
tional attire for a Sunday service. The 
youngsters present learned about 
both a mother and God’s love and 
protection as the Chaplain shared 
his treasure trove of sun-screen lo-
tion, warm gloves and scarf, vitamins 
and other essentials. The service 
ended with the blessing of the tra-
ditional simnel cake, baked by Ann 
Wanzenböck.

The Chaplain’s mother, Rosi Curran, 
celebrated her 95th birthday on 24 
April at her home in Hamburg. The 
photo on the left shows her in a quiet 
moment during one of our annual 
retreats at Göttweig. Sadly she no 
longer feels strong enough to make 
the journey to Vienna but remains in 
our thoughts and prayers as a very 
impressive lady celebrates a very 
impressive birthday!

Thursday Lent Group

Mothering Sunday

Happy Birthday, Rosi
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On Friday. 6 March, a dedicated 
group of women, under the 

leadership of Melinda May, gathered 
in the Reformierte Kirche in central 
Vienna to celebrate the 2015 Wom-
en’s World Day of Prayer. The group 
is made up of members of English 
speaking churches throughout the 
city. This year’s service was written 
by the women of the Bahamas. 

Preparations began back in Janu-
ary. After the first read-through, a 
division of roles and two rehearsals, 
we were finally ready for our trip to 
the Bahamas! Despite a few hiccups 
with the sound system, our dedi-
cated group of women, with Pastor 
Troy Morgan reading Jesus, weaved 
its way through the Reformierte 
Stadkirche to the beat of “Bahamian 
Praise”.

Our “set” was decorated with ex-
otic shells, tropical fruit, brightly 
coloured flowers and a magnificent 
wooden carving (courtesy of Hya-
cinth). All this blended in marvel-
lously with the turquoise blues, 
pinks, yellows and greens of the cos-
tumes, depicting the tropical colours 
of sand, sea and sun.Our text, written 
by women from the Bahamas, was 
entitled “Jesus said to them: Do you 
know what l have done to you?” In 
our prayers of intercession we prayed 
for projects in the Bahamas that deal 
with poverty, victims of domestic 
violence, migrants, teenage mothers, 
those suffering from HIV and AIDS, 
and breast cancer. Women in the 

Bahamas are facing these issues on 
a daily basis.

The original music, recorded by one 
of the Bahamian local church congre-
gations and choir, lent authenticity 
to the staged reading, along with the 
special hymns we sang, beautifully 
accompanied by Lucille.

Let there be love shared among us,  
let there be love in our eyes;  
may now your love sweep this nation,  
cause us, O Lord to arise:  
give us a fresh understanding,  
of brotherly love that is real;  
let there be love shared among us,   
let there be love.”

Our host was the Vienna Community 
Church who organized the use of 
the church and provided a reception 
afterwards. Next year’s service will 
come from Cuba. Anyone interested 
in taking part in the service should 
contact the WWDP Coordinator Lu-
cille Curran (lucille.curran@chello.
at). We would love to have you join 
our group.

Women in Prayer
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MICHAEL: For those of you who don`t 
know us by name, I am Michael, this 
is Erica, George, Sophie, and here is 
Henry, who arrived last November. 
I grew up in Mödling near Vienna, 
and Erica is originally from Yorkshire 
in the north of England. We met in 
Brussels and after 8 years together 
in London, decided to make Vienna 
our home. We moved here in 2008, 
and found our way to Christ Church 
soon after.

Over the time that we have been 
members of the congregation here, 

Christ Church has grown to be a very 
important part of our lives. It is the 
place we come to hear God speaking 
to us, through the sermon, scripture, 
liturgy, through hymns and music. It 
is where we come to worship; to hear 
the Gospel; to receive the Sacrament; 
to pray and ask for forgiveness. At 
Christ Church we are reminded of 
what is wrong, what is right. We bat-
tle with confusion and we are encour-
aged by a voice of strength, comfort 
and healing.

At Christ Church we enjoy being part 
of a community that is wonderfully 
varied and international, and we have 
developed valuable and lasting friend-
ships here. Erica enjoyed going to and 
then organising the toddler group 
for several years, and we have both 
found being members of the Council 
interesting and rewarding. George and 
Sophie enjoy coming to Kids Church, 
and have friends here, and we hope 
that this is the beginning of a lasting 
involvement with the Church for them. 
Henry will soon be baptised here. Like 
many families, coming to church is the 
one activity that we all share together, 
and for this reason alone, it is very 
important to us.

ERICA: In so many ways, Christ 
Church feeds our souls. Last summer 
at a gathering of the members of the 
church council, Elisabeth Stanners 
asked us to draw a picture of what we 
feel Christ Church is to us. The image 
that came to my mind was that of a 
house, a house in which each of us, as 
a member of this community, can stay, 
find shelter, and most importantly, 

Christ Church is entirely subsidized by 
financial pledges from the congregation 
as well as a number of income-generat-
ing activities. For the past few weeks, the 
church has embarked on an awareness-
raising campaign to encourage regular 
giving by its members. By being able to 
count on a regular income, the church 
can better plan and structure its activi-
ties. The Schenk family talks about its 
relationship with Christ Church and 
the advantages both to the church and 
parishioners of pledged giving:

The Gift of Giving
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where we can grow in faith and in 
understanding.

Christ Church is our spiritual home. 
And it follows that we want our spir-
itual home to be kept—literally and 
metaphorically—in good repair. We 
want it to work well and to be able to 
fulfil its potential. We want it to be a 
good reflection of ourselves and of our 
faith. And of course for this to be pos-
sible, we need to give. We need to give 
not only time, but also money. As Pat-
rick has emphasised in his letters to us 
outlining the stewardship campaign, 
and as Philip Reading reminded us 
last Sunday, Christ Church is entirely 
self-funded by its members. It receives 
no subsidies from the Diocese or the 
Austrian State, but rather, pays money 
to them. So, it is down to us.

Shortly after arriving at Christ Church, 
we signed up for pledged giving. As 
an amount is paid out from our bank 
account automatically every month, 
we don´t need to worry about hav-
ing cash to hand on Sundays, and it 
means we give regardless of whether 
we come to church, which is a good 
thing as we are away a lot.

We like the fact that by giving to Christ 
Church, we are not only helping to 
keep our own house in order. Thanks 
to Christ Church´s commitment to give 
away a portion of its income every 
year, we know our money is going 
towards a range of very good causes, 
as well as to our own church.

Both Michael and I have, at different 
times, served on the Sharing Commit-

tee, which is the committee responsi-
ble for considering the organisations 
to which Christ Church will donate 
in a given year. We have seen for 
ourselves how thoughtful this process 
is, and how care is taken to spread 
money across a range of organisations 
and geographical areas, to contrib-
ute to the fight against poverty and 
suffering not only in Austria, but in 
other parts of Europe, in Africa and 
elsewhere.

There is nothing inward-looking 
about giving money to Christ Church.

And it is possible for each of us to have 
a say in how Christ Church shares its 
money. Each of us can propose to the 
Sharing Committee a charity that we 
think should be supported. Last year, 
I suggested a soup kitchen that I knew 
of in the Wipplinger Strasse here in 
Vienna that was operating on a shoe-
string budget. It did end up receiving 
money from us, and it was enough to 
make a significant difference to the 
ability of that soup kitchen to provide 
nutritious, sustaining meals on an 
ongoing basis to some of the poorest 
people in Vienna.

Christ Church means a lot to all of 
us, in different ways, and we want to 
make sure that it and its ministries 
can function well. Pledging money to 
Christ Church is not only a way of en-
suring that our house is kept in good 
repair – literally – but is also about 
trying to effect change – change for 
the better - within ourselves, within 
our faith community and within the 
wider world. 
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE  TIME   EVENT

April 2 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy

April 3 (Fri) 12.30 Good Friday Ecumenical Service

   Church open for Prayer and Meditation

  18.00  Good Friday Liturgy

April 4 (Sat)  21.00 Easter Vigil

April 5  08.00 Easter Day Said Eucharist

  10.00 Easter Day Sung Eucharist (no evening service)

April 11-18   Istanbul: Uncovering the past – Christ Church trip

April 20 (Mon) 18.30 Church Council Meeting

April 21 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Anglicans for Life – Tara Stockton

April 22 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

April 23 (Thurs) 19.00  Organ concert: Valentin Fheodoroff

April 25 (Sat) 16.00 Klagenfurt - Easter Holy Communion

April 26 (Sun) 11.15 Kids’ Church meeting after 10am service

May 3 (Sun) 18.00 Sung Evening Prayer with Hymns

May 4 (Mon) 19.30 Concert Ensemble Orchidee 

May 5  (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Mission & Migration (1), Frank Sauer

May 9  (Sat) 08.00 S’Häferl

May 12 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Mission & Migration (2), Frank Sauer

May 13 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council Meeting

May 15-17   Annual Retreat Göttweig – Revd Dr.Walter Moberly

May 27 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

May 29–31   Bishop Robert’s visit with Christ Church

May 29 (Fri)  18.00 Lange Nacht der Kirchen

May 31 (Sun)  10.00 Confirmation

June 7 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist

  18.00 Choral Evensong

June 8-12 June  Diocesan Synod, Cologne

June 12 (Fri) 18.30 Quiz evening hosted by Philip & Sally Reading

June 20 (Sat) 18.00? The Africans and Friends Fest

July 1 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

July 4  (Sat) 08.00 s’Häferl
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12
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