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Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God

Matthew 4:4 KJV
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To mark the season of Lent, this issue’s cover 
features The Temptation of Christ in the 
Wilderness by an early Dutch painter who was 
active in Spain from 1496 to 1519 and is known 
as Juan de Flandres.
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Judy

I   suppose that by now most people will have made—
and possibly already broken—New Year’s resolu-

tions. Apart from the predictable resolve to give up 
chocolate (difficult), lose ten kilos (very difficult) and 
be more patient (extremely difficult), I made a resolu-
tion that I feel many might share: value time spent 
with friends and loved ones and above all don’t let old 
friendships lapse. We can only imagine what it must 
have been like for those people who said goodbye at 
an airport, only to find out a few hours later that their 
loved ones had disappeared into the ocean. Or children 
who watched their mother walk out the door to go to 
the grocer’s shop, never to return. These incidents 
made headlines recently, but there are countless other 
equally tragic but less newsworthy incidents that occur 
every day. Mingled with grief there is always regret 
at what one might have said, might have done. And 
what about old friends, those who never had a chance 
to say “goodbye” because for one reason or another, 
they had lost touch. 

I received a letter last week from a childhood friend 
of one of our former parishioners, the late Rosemary 
Moravec, (see p.29). It is astonishing how the let-
ter echoed my own sentiments that I had already 
selected as the topic of this first editorial of the year!  
How many times have we said, when it was too late 
for earthly communication, “I wanted to call, but ...”. 
It’s not always feasible, as we are challenged in the 
oft-sung hymn, to “Redeem thy misspent time that’s 
past, Live this day as if ‘twere thy last”. Much as I’d 
love to ditch a few obligations or discard unpaid bills, 
it would be irresponsible not to be mindful of tomor-
row and I don’t believe that this was the sense of that 
great hymn Awake, my soul, and with the sun written in 
1695 by Thomas Ken. It may not be possible to leave 
this world without any regrets at all (“I always wanted 
to go to New Zealand” or “I wish I’d tried harder with 
my sister”) but at least in this day of instant access 
to anyone at any time and in any place, friends are 
no more than a few finger-taps away. And those who 
shared one’s path at an earlier stage in life ... even 
they can be rediscovered through the magic of Google, 
provided we take the time sooner rather than later.  

The deadline for submissions for the 
April/May 2015 issue of CROSSWAYS 

is 15 March. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.
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Violence belongs to our 
world. To some it seems 

to be on the increase, whereas 
I contend that it has been part 
of the fabric of the world from 
the beginning. The daily news 
conveys an abundance of vio-
lence reminding us relentlessly 
that we must be forever seeking 
a better way. There are so many 
atrocities it is hard to keep up. 
I am shocked like so many of 

you, but then again I am not shocked 
at all. It is tempting to withdraw from 
the hurly-burly of life and spin a co-
coon for ourselves that will hopefully 
shelter us from the worst. 

Such a reaction is understandable 
and in Jesus’ darkest hours he will 
pray that the cup of death, a bitter 
cup, may pass him by, but onward 
he goes to Calvary. He continues in 
this forward motion because through 
his trust in the Father’s purposes 
(Friedrich Schleiermacher 1768-

1 Gefühl schlechthinniger    
Abhängigkeit 

1834 used the phrase, “a feeling 
of absolute dependence”1) he will 
show a better way. Out of the strug-
gle with God in and through prayer, 
and death by the hand of human 
beings—out of this grows the hope 
of which his resurrection is the sign 
and on which our faith is founded. 
It speaks lastingly into our today. 

I would like to share with you at 
this time two things that have been 
going through my head in the last 
few weeks. Firstly, what is the re-
lationship between weakness and 
strength? At a funeral I recently 
conducted I found myself saying that 
we must not only be accepted for 
our strengths, but in a community 
of love we must also be accepted for 
our weaknesses. 

I was able to formulate this thought 
because the person whose funeral I 
was conducting was known to be a 
patient and understanding human 
being, who was able to put up with 
other people’s weaknesses, which I 
take to mean something like this: We 
must be loved for who we are, warts 
and all, and not for some ideal image 
that we seek to project and people 
project on us. I think that we are 
all fearful that we cannot be truly 
loved because we cannot live up to 
the ideal image we have designed of 
ourselves. 
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Even the most mature and wise 
person will know that they pos-
sess within both weaknesses and 
strengths in some measure. We do 
not want to be loved for what we are 
not, but for who we are. Is this pos-
sible I wonder? Warts and all?  Our 
doubts notwithstanding, we hope 
so.  In strong relationships there 
is an acceptance of each other’s 
weaknesses. The traffic cannot be 
one way. It must seek to be mutual. 

Secondly, I have again been giving 
consideration to fear itself.

At our New Year’s Eve service at 
Christ Church, at which we always 
remember the past year in order to 
welcome in the New Year, I tried to 
articulate some of my fears. At the 
10.00 Sunday Eucharist in January 
after returning from my post-Christ-
mas break Laura, who was leading 
the intercessions, touched on fear 
in her prayers. The fear that inhibits 
us. The fear we push away. The fear 
we do not want to acknowledge let 
alone face. Parents have a fear of 
losing their children to which people 
sometimes retort “If you love some-
thing, set it free. If it comes back, it 
was and always will be yours. If it 
never returns, it was never yours to 
begin with.” 

Of course we do not possess our 
children. They are gifts that are en-
trusted to us and we must set them 
free so that they may stand on their 
own two feet. If they return of their 

own free will, as we hope they will, 
they will be different people and 
we too will be asked to grow in our 
relationship to them.

Finally during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity I came across this 
telling prayer, which spoke to me 
about overcoming fear and which 
I shared with the Church Council: 
“Heavenly Father, you have called us 
in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ 
to continue his work of reconciliation 
and reveal you to the world. Forgive 
us the sins which tear us apart; give 
us the courage to overcome our 
fears and to seek that unity which 
is your gift and your will; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.”

Over the coming weeks and particu-
larly during the Church season of 
Lent I will be seeking and asking for 
that courage that overcomes fears, 
while placing before God my weak-
nesses (the sins that tear us apart), 
and giving thanks for my strengths 
in the knowledge of what Schleier-
macher called the feeling of absolute 
dependence and which we might 
simply call trust. “Do not be afraid” 
says the Risen Lord to his disciples. 
I wish you and yours a Holy Lent!
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Christ Church is financially fully self-supporting. It is therefore 
necessary for us regularly to review our giving as Christians. 

Our last stewardship campaign “Giving for Life” was in 2012. Our 
speaker on that occasion was the Revd Canon Mel Smith. There are 
three legs to stewardship: time, talent and money. Each is important. 
When we give to the church—and this is something that Mel was 
able to get across—we are giving to God. We are giving to God out 
of thankfulness for creating, sustaining and redeeming us. 

Christians are a people who are carried by a deep hope that grows 
out of God giving his only Son for the sake of the world. God gives his 
life on the cross that we may have life. We give to the church because 
we are grateful for what God has done and is doing. We are grateful 
for our church community and we want to sustain and see it flourish. 

The 2015 stewardship campaign “Giving for Life” will be launched on 
Sunday, 8 March. Philip Reading has agreed to make the presentations 
at both the 10.00 and 18.00 services. Philip will provide information 
about how much it costs to run the church so that we can make an 
informed and considered response. Whether you are in church on a 
particular Sunday or not there are on-going costs to run and maintain 
the church. It is important that each one of us plans our giving and 
that we give regularly. We encourage people to give via standing order 
presently and in fact 73 units—singles, couples and families—do. 
Another way to give is to request weekly envelopes. Presently some 
40 people give using envelopes. However you choose to give, give 
regularly, give generously and with thankfulness. 

Prior to the “Giving for Life” presentation you will receive a letter from 
me together with the “Giving for Life” leaflet and a pledge form. The 
returned pledge forms will be blessed at the Easter Sunday service. 
St Paul wrote to the young church in Corinth:

Each of you must give as you have 
made up your mind, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. (2 

Corinthians 9.7).

Giving for Life
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Working for You

Every year, as a part of the Annual Church Meeting (ACM), we have 
elections. Only those persons registered on the electoral roll may 

vote, nominate or be nominated for positions on the Council. The 
positions to be elected are: churchwardens (2), lay representatives (7) 
plus archdeaconry representatives (3).  Anyone holding the Bishop’s 
license is an ex officio member of the council (1). The Church Council 
of Christ Church is 13 members strong when all positions are filled. 
Archdeaconry representatives are elected every three years for a three 
year term. All other officers are elected for one year terms.

Currently we are updating the electoral roll in preparation for this 
year’s ACM and would ask any newcomers to register with the elec-
toral roll officer. All those who are 16 at the time of the ACM may 
register. The forms can be collected via church or the church office. 
Our electoral roll officer is Christina Stevens. The electoral roll will be 
closed on Wednesday, 11 March. You must register with the electoral 
officer before or on that date. The electoral roll will not be reopened 
until after the ACM.

Nominations to any position on the Council should have both a pro-
poser and a seconder. Those nominated must have indicated their 
willingness to stand. Nominations will not be taken from the floor, 
unless the ACM so decides. The closing date for nominations is Sun-
day 22 March. Only those present at the meeting may elect officers. 
There is no possibility of a proxy or a postal vote. 

The Annual Church Meeting is the most important 
church meeting of the year. I urge you to attend the 
ACM as a registered member of Christ Church, 
Vienna in the Eastern Archdeaconry in the Church 
of England and therefore a member 
of the worldwide Anglican 
Communion.

This year the Annual 
Church Meeting is on 
Wednesday, 25 March 
2015 starting at 19.00.
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Well it’s been a slow train coming, 
over two years fund-raising, but we 
finally managed to raise enough 
funds to buy our new van.

The Dacia/Renault Dokker is a 
good bit smaller than the old VW 
we bought 13 years ago, but hope-
fully it will prove to be as tough as 
its name and like the ex-winger for 
Wales, Shane Williams, “…small but 
perfectly formed…”. Personally I’d 
be happy if it starts when I turn on 
the ignition.

I’m happy to inform you that this Da-
cia did not come with a plastic car-
rier bag, as did the first van I bought 
here in 2000. Let me explain. After a 
lengthy wait for the arrival of my new 
van, when I was allowed to finally 
pick up the van I was given a plastic 
bag by the salesperson. On enquiring 
what this was for he just smiled and 
said, “This is very important acces-
sory for a new Dacia”. Thinking this 
was some “in-joke” between the 
Dacia staff I ignored him, and drove 
off into the sunset. A week later I was 
back at the dealership with a better 

understanding and 
a plastic bag full of 
door handles, knobs 
and screws, that had 
come away in my 
hand as I attempted 
to turn on the fan 
or open the win-
dow. Every couple of 
weeks, while the van 
was under guarantee, 
the staff would re-
stick my bag full of 
bits…that plastic bag 
sure was a necessary 
accessory 

Everyone’s Child - Romania is one 
of the charities supported by the 

Christ Church Sharing Fund. Paul 
Davies, the charity’s representa-
tive in Romania, wrote to thank us 
for our donation that covered the 
cost of a trailer and tow-bar for the 
van that he recently purchased and 
which will enable the project to keep 
going for a good number of years. 
The purchase of the van was made 
possible by contributions including 
a generous gift from the family of 
Abigail Zafiropulo-Stancik who had 
asked for donations in lieu of flowers 
at Abigail’s funeral. The following 
is a letter of thanks to the charities’ 
supporters that was attached to his 
letter of thanks to Christ Church. 

Helping the Helpers



9



This time we did thorough research 
before this van purchase and I’m as-
sured by many independent sources 
that the new Renault-Dacia com-
pany has built up a reputation that is 
now almost as good as V/W-Skoda. 
That’s good I think.

I would just like to offer a big thank 
you to everyone who contributed, 
in the UK, Romania, New Zealand, 
Austria, Switzerland,Canada and 
the USA. 

A special mention should be made 
of the contributions from the fam-
ily from Christ Church in Vienna, 
whose daughter tragically died re-
cently, and they kindly donated their 
‘flower money’ from the funeral. And 
a big thank you to Warren and our 
friends in New Zealand who made 
a massive effort last year with their 
cycle marathon. Also our cycle team 
here in Romania has performed he-
roically, and our fund-raising team 
has worked very hard with various 
events. Finally I would like to men-
tion individuals who have made 
what I would call a sacrificial effort/
donation: Sister Elizabeth from Dub-
lin, (who started this particular ball 
rolling with her donation),Norman 
from Jersey, Spencer from Chepstow, 
and the Jacksons from the USA. But 
that’s not to diminish the efforts of 
anyone else, every GBP/$/Euro/RON 
has made this purchase possible. 

This has been a truly international 
effort and our families wish me to 

The UK-based charity, Everyone’s 
Child - Romania was set up spe-
cifically to support families in Ro-
mania who have children infected 
with HIV/AIDS where the problem 
of HIV/AIDS-infected children is 
very widespread. In the late 1990s, 
Romania had over 50 per cent of 
European paediatric AIDS cases. 
Many of these children have since 
died, while the survivors among 
them are now in their early twen-
ties. The charity is currently caring 
for 24 cases of recently infected 
HIV-positive children under 12 
years of age.

Everyone’s Child - Romania is 
an organization founded on the 
Christian belief that these children 
are everyone’s responsibility. The 
organization has been set up and is 
being run by Christians (as well as 
non-Christian friends) from various 
churches in Wales and the UK. 
It supports affected families with 
material, financial, educational and 
medical assistance and runs a “care 
in the community” project. It also 
tries to bring joy to sick children 
with trips, picnics and other treats.

pass on their deep gratitude for all 
your efforts to sustain them, and 
encourage them to keep going.

Every blessing to you and yours, 
Paul and the Romanian Team and 
families.
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It’s news at the moment, everybody 
seems to be Charlie!  Are you Char-

lie?  Have you looked into Charlie?

Yes, I am for “freedom of speech” 
and no, I do not think it is right to 
send out people with guns to murder 
all those who disagree with each 
other. As a Christian, I believe that 
life is a gift from God and therefore 
precious. Thus, I too, condemn the 
many killings we have heard of 
recently and my heart goes out to 
those who have lost loved ones.

We human beings find it helpful 
to live in community, because we 
need each other, even when we get 
on each others’ nerves. I believe my 
freedom ends where it encroaches 
on your freedom. If you are speak-
ing, I will do my best not to interrupt 
and if I see that your steps will cross 
mine, I will try to avoid knocking 
you down. What you hold precious, 

Considering Charlie

I will respect and would 
hope that you, too, would 
respect things that I hold 
precious.

In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus says, “In 
everything do to others as 
you would have them do 
to you.”  (Matthew 12:7)  
These words are often 
known as the “golden 
rule” and found in a nega-
tive form in rabbinic Juda-
ism, as well as Hinduism, 
Buddhism and Confucian-

ism, and also in similar statements in 
both Greek and Roman ethics. 

The magazine Charlie Hebdo is a 
French satirical weekly magazine 
which publishes cartoons, reports, 
polemics and jokes that are not 
to everybody’s taste. Back in 2011 
cartoons depicting the prophet Mo-
hammed upset followers of Islam. I 
must admit, I, too, would undoubt-
edly be sensitive to cartoons which 
presented Jesus in an irreverent way. 

The magazine which had had a 
relatively small circulation has now 
been catapulted into a world publi-
cation, with translations into Arabic 
and Turkish. People will buy it out of 
curiosity and somebody is certainly 
making money out of all this.

But what of our Moslem brothers 
and sister?  The radical ones will rant 
and rave and burn Charlie, and some 
may even get out guns and continue 
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to make themselves known. And the 
normal Moslems, like normal people 
of every tradition, will shake their 
heads and possibly even weep at 
crimes committed in the name of Al-
lah, which are the work of criminals.

To conclude I would like to quote 
from the statement issued by the In-
terreligious Conference of European 
Women Theologians: “We are sad-
dened by the attack on the offices of 
Charlie Hebdo, and wish the families 
of the murdered and wounded much 

strength. We uphold dialogue as the 
means of resolving conflict.

As Jewish, Christian and Moslem 
women theologians, we are con-
vinced that God is not praised by 
killing others, but by living with 
respect and compassion for all, 
including those, whose opinions we 
do not share. We are committed to 
contributing to a Europe where peo-
ple consider religious diversity not as 
a threat, but as an enrichment and a 
source for peaceful living.”

Prayer of the Month

Compassionate God and Father of all,

We are horrified at violence in so many parts of the world.

It seems that none are safe, and some are terrified.

Hold back the hands that kill and maim;

Turn around the hearts that hate.

Grant instead your strong Spirit of Peace - 

Peace that passes our understanding but changes lives, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
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The Kunsthistorisches Museum 
Wien (Museum of  Art History, 

Vienna) is hosting an exhibtion of 
paintings by Diego Velazquez (until 
the 15th of February, 2015). I have 
recently visited this exhibition. While 
I knew many of Velazquez paint-
ings from reproductions, the detail 
in many of the paintings and the 
open brush strokes in others is only 
evident when standing close enough 
to  the originals. 

In this article, however, I want 
to describe a painting that is not 
shown in this exhibition. Rather, it 
can be seen in the National Gallery 
in London. It is the painting “Christ 
in the House of Mary and Martha”, 
based on Luke10:38-42. At that time, 
Velazquez had already become his 
own master but still lived in Sevilla. 
Only later, he would move to Madrid 
to advance at the royal court there. 
At that time, Spanish painters took 

up from the Flemish painters paint-
ing scenes in taverns (bodegas) de-
picting common people in everyday 
activities, often with kitchen scenes. 
Typically for Velazquez, he is paint-
ing common people with respect. 
In this case, Martha is sitting at the 
table holding pestle and mortar in 
her hands, clearly not concentrat-
ing on her work, but rather angry 
and almost in tears. An old woman 
is holding her, with her finger point-
ing to a scene in an adjoining room, 
which can be seen through an open-
ing in the kitchen wall. There Jesus is 
talking and gesticulating, with Mary 
sitting at his feet and another woman 
listening too. 

Combining different planes in 
one painting is also typical for 
Velazquez. This technique is also 
used in his arguably most famous 
painting, Las Meninas (which is also 

Christ, Mary and Martha
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not shown in the exhibition in the 
Kunsthistorisches Museum). Again 
typically for Velazquez, the paint-
ing is rich in detail, such that one 
can clearly identify the scales of the 
fish. It is quite likely that details of 
the kitchen scene, the fish, garlic, 
eggs and paprika, were really also 
found in a similar arrangement in 
Velazquez’s kitchen. The light in the 
kitchen is harsh, similar to the strong 
black and white contrasts employed 
by the Italian painter Caravaggio, 
whose style Velazquez clearly emu-
lated in his early years. In contrast 
to this foreground scene, the light in 
the adjoining room is mild, the scene 
with Jesus teaching and the women 
listening is exuding peace and calm. 

When reading this passage in Luke, 
I have always sided with Martha. It 

is simply unfair to her and she must 
have felt upset. Velazquez’s painting 
to me also makes this point clearly. 
But it is also clear from this painting 
that Mary has chosen the better part.

While I have written about a paint-
ing of Velazquez that is not part of 
the current exhibition, his painting  
of the water seller most certainly is. 

Velazquez painted this picture at 
about the same time, with the same 
attention to detail and with the same 
respect for common people. For me 
the picture of the water seller alone 
was worth seeing the exhibition. The 
paintings of the outcasts at the court, 
the fools and the dwarfs were further 
highlights. I can wholeheartedly rec-
ommend the exhibition to anybody 
interested in art. 

What is Confirmation?  
It is a mature confession of faith that Jesus is Lord. During the service con-
firmands affirm (confirm) the promises made at their baptism as baby/child 
unable to speak for themselves. Parents and godparents should be present.

How can I tell if I am ready for Confirmation? 
People mature in their faith in different ways and 
at different ages. It is important that you come 
to Confirmation with a firm personal conviction 
that it is right for you at this point in your life. 
You should pray about this and ask others in 
your church to pray for you. You should talk to 
the Chaplain and even if you are unsure about 
being confirmed you may wish to participate in 
the confirmation course to explore your faith 
further as you think about it.

Confirmation
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Have you ever been to Turkey? 
Recently I went there with a 

friend, my first visit to that country, 
for a break from the Viennese grey. 
Over the New Year period we flew 
to Alanya, on the south coast, via 
Istanbul. During the return journey, 
changing planes, I had a few hours 
free to sit still and reflect. As I settled 
before a tall glass wall overlooking 
planes and runways, thoughts about 
journeys came to me.

While I sat amongst the travellers 
waiting, like me, for their flights, 
my thoughts  began to slip from the 
material to the metaphoric, from the 
experience of the airport to the sense 
of a journey. Particles of significance 
began to emanate from the memories 
of my holiday;  I felt the concept of 
journey expand in me, growing and 
filling out, enriching itself in contact 
with other journeys I’ve made, be-
coming the essence of an amalgam 
of my journeys in life, and of the 
journey-stories I’ve read, heard or 
seen: gradually I became aware of a 
travelling insight distilled from these 
memories and associations, till a 

personal meaning of journey, a sense 
of my journey in life became present 
to me. 

Amongst the thousands of travellers 
in motion around me, I  sat immo-
bile, my thoughts swirling like those 
fellow-travellers, all in ceaseless mo-
tion across the world, across the past 
and future, all on a journey, seeking 
a destination. “We move”, I realised: 
our journeys are our movements given 
meaning. What was the meaning of 
my journey?

In southern Turkey the weather was 
far warmer than Vienna. Whereas 
Istanbul had been snowy, windy, 
cruel, Alanya was gentle, easy: we 
wore sandals, walked easily. There 
was no need for the protection of 
heavy footwear, no hindrance to our 
steps. I remembered my years in the 
deserts of Arabia, in light clothes, be-
sandled, engaging with life lightly in 
the openness of bare feet, open hands 
and easy smiles. “How we are shut 
up in gloves and hats and scarves!” I 
thought, recalling northern chill and 
relations. 

Later, walking barefoot 
on the beach, letting the 
white foam of the play-
ful waves wash across 
my toes, I looked down 
at the sand, looked into 
the years gone by, and 
felt how far I had come 
over the decades, al-
ways walking on, always 
in motion, sometimes 
faster, sometimes slow-

On Journeys
by

 R
ol

an
d 

Il
lm

an



15



er, sometimes on rough surfaces, 
sometimes on smooth, sometimes on 
crooked paths, sometimes on straight 
ways.

Where was I going? Where was any-
one going?  I tried to see my future 
paths. Impossible. I stopped, curled 
the wet sand into my toes and felt the 
present moment, realised how I was 
in fact constrained to it, regardless 
of where my thoughts wandered: I  
am bound by the now, trapped in or 
nurtured by it, according to vision. 
Where was my journey leading? Later 
we rode a motor-scooter up a moun-
tain. The journey to the summit was 
hard: the temperature dropped, the 
road became more and more sinuous; 
and there was no clear peak: only a 
meandering, chilly upland area, an 
uncertain arrival after much effort. 
We didn’t want to remain there, alone, 
at the top, cold, stiff, tired. The sunlit 
uplands were bright, uplifting, but 
ascetic, hard, lonely. 

We picked our way back down the 
mountain, curve by curve, feeling the 
warmth return, stopping at a café for 
locals where I made friends in the gar-
den with a chained-up  dog so lonely 
he gripped my leg with his forepaws, 
holding me back, head down against 
my calf, whimpering in the loneliness 
of the mountain and the chain. What 
do I cling to in the loneliness of my 
journey?

Then finally we were back in town, in 
the hurly-burly of the warm city, the 
crowded, flowing, busy centre, our 
distracting destination, our home a 

hotel, as temporary and as perma-
nent as any other home: we were 
tourists, and although we belonged 
in the hotel, we did not belong there 
either. Waiters who served us were 
indifferent, fellow-tourists about us 
were diffident: the journey was col-
lective but also very individual. Who 
cared that we were passing through, 
who even remembers now that we 
were there? We were another pair of 
bodies, another couple of lives, now 
moved on, passed away. 

Back in my present moment at Is-
tanbul, the crowds and my thoughts 
returning to each other, no longer 
dissociated in the abstractions of 
memories and meditation, the mean-
ing of movement receding, I felt the 
journey was over. 

The steps of my thoughts and their 
questions became easier, the burden 
of their journey light: I remembered 
there is a meaning for the  journey, 
there is a direction, and there is 
one who accompanies each of us to 
our final destination. The Journey 
continues…



Sunday next before Lent

Presentation of Christ in the Temple

First Sunday of Lent

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong 

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Istanbul Briefing

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Pancake Evening

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group
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Shrove Tuesday is the day before Lent begins. In England, it is also known as “Pancake Day” and people get together with friends and 
family for a feast of pancakes before the Lent fast. The custom started, apparently, when people hurried to use up the eggs stored in 
their house (at a time when there were no refrigerators) before Lent. At Christ Church, we will be marking Pancake Day at the Church 
Centre on 17 February  from 19.00 onwards. Come and join us for a fun evening of music, carnival atmosphere and pancakes galore! 



10
09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Said Eucharist  
 with Imposition  
 of Ashes

19.00 Said Eucharist  
 with Imposition  
 of Ashes

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council  
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

Ash Wednesday

27 28

Wednesday
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21201918
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Thursday Friday Saturday

Pentecost 2014

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group 
10.00 Toddler Group

18.00 Lent Group
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Shrove Tuesday is the day before Lent begins. In England, it is also known as “Pancake Day” and people get together with friends and 
family for a feast of pancakes before the Lent fast. The custom started, apparently, when people hurried to use up the eggs stored in 
their house (at a time when there were no refrigerators) before Lent. At Christ Church, we will be marking Pancake Day at the Church 
Centre on 17 February  from 19.00 onwards. Come and join us for a fun evening of music, carnival atmosphere and pancakes galore! 
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Third Sunday of Lent

Second Sunday of Lent

Annunciation of 
our Lord to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mothering Sunday

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Palm Sunday Tuesday of Holy 
Week

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with the Blessing of Palms
 Kids’ Church

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
11.30 Stewardship Presentation
18.00 Six O’Clock Service
19.00 Stewardship Presentation

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong
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08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group

08.30 Morning Prayer
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08.30 Morning Prayer
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08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group

08.30 Morning Prayer
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09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Lent Group 
10.00 Toddler Group

18.00 Lent Group
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group 
10.00 Toddler Group

18.00 Lent Group
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group 
10.00 Toddler Group

18.00 Lent Group
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group
10.00 Toddler Group

18.00 Lent Group
19.00 Choir Practice

08.00 s’Häferl soup
 kitchen group

12.30 Women’s World
 Day of Prayer:
 Vienna 
 Community 
 Church

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Annual Church
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion
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our Lord to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary

Tuesday of Holy 
Week

08.30 Morning Prayer
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19.00 Lent Group

4

31

St. Valentine



Church Notices
20

T
u

Es
D

AY
 A

N
D

 
T

H
u

R
sD

AY
 

LE
N

T
 G

R
O

u
P

s

A
sH

 
W

ED
N

Es
D

AY

2
01

5
 R

ET
R

EA
T

 “
LI

V
IN

G
 P

R
AY

ER
Fu

LL
Y

” 
1

5
-1

7
 M

AY

This year’s retreat is entitled “Living prayerfully” and will be lead by the Revd Dr 
Walter Moberly. There will be five sessions on the following aspects of prayer: 
1. Penitential prayer. 2. Petitionary prayer. 3. Waiting on God. 4. Praying for 
Guidance. 5. Charismatic and mystical prayer.

Walter Moberly is an Anglican priest who has been teaching in the Theology 
and Religion Department of Durham University for the last 30 years.  His par-
ticular specialism is in the Old Testament.  In October 1998 he met Jennifer (nee 
McClure) who came from Christ Church to the North of England to train for 
ordination.  In late December 1998 he visited Vienna and Christ Church for the 
first time on honeymoon with Jennifer.  They are the proud parents of John-Paul 
and Rachel, and still aim to visit Vienna periodically. Please register with Andrew 
Rooke by sending him an email (am.rooke@a1.net). Andrew will acknowledge 
receipt of your registration. Register now as space is limited and to avoid disap-
pointment. The retreat will be held at the Benedictine monastery of Göttweig.

Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 18 February. As usual there are two services at 
9.30 and 19.00. Both services are with the Imposition of Ashes. Ash Wednesday 
like Good Friday is a special day of discipline and self-denial which we usually 
shorten to “fasting”. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. The original 
meaning of the word Lent is spring. During Lent it is the Christian practice to 
give up something, but also take something on like joining a Lent group, reading 
a book on some aspect of Christian theology or spirituality, making a commit-
ment to come to a weekday service, giving oneself especially to works of charity 
etc. Clergy are available to provide spiritual direction and to hear confessions.

Tuesday evenings: This year’s Lent course is based on Archbishop Christoph 
Cardinal Schönborn’s book entitled We have known mercy. The Archbishop of 
Vienna explores the presence of God’s mercy in the Scriptures, tradition, the life 
of Christ and the sacraments and works of the Church, while raising important 
questions along the way, such as, “What is the relationship between mercy 
and justice?” 

The Thursday Lent Group meets in the morning in the 10th district (9.30-11.00) 
and evening (18.00-20.00) in the 22nd, on 26 February and 5, 12, 19 and 26 
March. We will again be using a York Course (www.yorkcourses.co.uk), listening 
to a CD for about ten minutes and then discussing what we have heard. One 
of the speakers will be the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby. This year’s 
course is entitled “Praise Him” and looks at songs of praise in the New Testa-
ment. More information from Aileen Hackl 0650/4050 892.
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We had a good second meeting and want to continue. Roland Illmann led the 
discussion on human identity and Mike Waltner provided the breakfast. As a 
result of our discussion Mike Waltner will introduce Being as Communion - 
Studies in Personhood and the Church by John Zizioulas, who uses patristic 
theology to make an important distinction between the person, who is defined 
by a community, and individuals who define themselves in isolation from others 
and who see community as a threat to their freedom. In a recent survey of the 
top 100 influential Christian books, it was placed at 53.

Bishop Robert Innes is coming to Christ Church, Vienna for the weekend of 29/31 
May. If there are any candidates for confirmation they should let the Chaplain 
know and also register with the office. Confirmation classes will begin in the 
middle of February. For more information about Confirmation, please see the 
notice on p13.

Have you ever wondered what to do with last year’s Palm Cross? The tradition 
is that one hands them in at church so that they can be burnt. The ashes are 
then used for the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday. Any remaining crosses 
are thrown on the Easter Fire. Please hand your palm crosses to the verger.

Our next book is The Red Badge of Courage that we will discuss when we meet 
on Tuesday, 12 February. It is war novel by American author Stephen Crane 
(1871–1900). It is considered one of the most influential works in American 
literature. Taking place during the American Civil War, the story is about a 
young private of the Union Army, Henry Fleming, who flees from the field of 
battle. Overcome with shame, he longs for a wound, a “red badge of courage,” 
to counteract his cowardice. When his regiment once again faces the enemy, 
Henry acts as standard-bearer.

The date of this year’s Lange Nacht der Kirchen is Friday 29 May. Christ Church 
will be participating once again. Bishop Robert Innes, our new diocesan bishop 
will be with us on that occasion, so come along and meet a bishop of the Church 
of England. There will be a question and answer session with the bishop. Details 
of the full programme to follow. If you can help in anyway please be in touch 
with Melinda May, the Chaplain and/or members the social committee.
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Christ Church is a place where 
you can find people from all 

over the world. It is a multi-ethnic 
and international community where 
almost all of the members are mi-
grants. As part of my doctoral thesis, 
over the past year I have researched 
this community to discover more. I 
interviewed ten members of Christ 
Church about their experiences 
with migration. This article presents 
some preliminary outcomes of the 
interviews. I would like to bring into 
focus the question: “What motivated 
people to become a part of Christ 
Church?”. What have been the rea-
sons for Christ Church members to 
commit themselves to a life within 
this community? 

I would like to portray four central 
bonding motives within the inter-
views: the English language and 
culture, to find like-minded people in 
a migrant community, Christ Church 
as a home, and the openness of 
Christ Church.

Christ Church Bonds

English language and culture  
This reason seems to be obvious but 
it is indeed remarkable. If you have a 
look back to the results of the survey 
that the Church Council had carried 
out (Crossways No. 74) in the 
year 2013, you will see that almost 
two-thirds of the congregation are 
non-British and that approximately 
half the community are not English 
native speakers. Furthermore there 
is a large number of members who 
are not Anglican by birth. 

Nevertheless many interviewees 
have perceived Christ Church as a 
British community and have em-
phasized how important the English 
language and culture, especially 
music, is for them. But even if the 
British part of the community is just 
33 per cent of the congregation, 
it is the biggest consistent group. 
The other parts of the congrega-
tion are much more diverse. That is 
not unproblematic, because some 
non-British members reported on 
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a double culture shock when they 
came to Austria: the Austrian society 
and the British shaped congregation. 
The English language has perhaps 
however a unifying function like a 
lingua franca within the interna-
tional community of Christ Church. 
English is probably the language 
that everybody in the congregation 
speaks well, more or less.

To find like-minded people in a 
migrant community   
The interviews suggest that there 
is a tendency in the community to 
see Christ Church as not really part 
of the Austrian society. One lives 
here and tries to coexist peacefully 
beside the Austrians. As an example, 
the Austrian law on religion was 
mentioned several times. 

The Anglican Church is not an 
officially accepted church in Austria 
because of its size. This is regarded 
as most unfortunate considering the 
Anglican division is globally one of 
the larger communions. The policy of 
the Diocese in Europe not to support 
any proselytizing reflects the desire 
for a peaceful coexistence. All the 
interviewees, by the way, rejected 
the idea of any such aggressive 
mission. These examples seem to 
be typical experiences of migratory 
or minority groups. It is a common 
experience which seems to connect 
the members of the congregation 
with a migrant background. For 
almost every interviewed person, it 
was consequently important to find 

support within Christ Church as a 
group of like-minded people in a 
similar situation.

Christ Church as a home  
To see a congregation as a home 
is a central motive for committing 
to the  church. That is not only the 
case for Christ Church in Vienna. 
Other surveys within Roman Catholic 
parishes in Germany brought similar 
results although the German concept 
of “Heimat“ is not totally identical 
with the English idea of “home”. 
The interviewees spoke about Christ 
Church as a home, a spiritual home, 
or a second home. The connection 
between home and a spiritual di-
mension is quite noteworthy. The 
Roman Catholic theologian, Hans 
Joachim Höhn, identifies the  differ-
ence between the concept of home 
as a (cosy) cultural base and home 
as an unknown place in the future. 
As an example for the second con-
cept, he uses the story of Abraham. 
God invited Abraham to trust and to 
find a home in a place in the future 
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è
(Genesis 12:1-3). For Höhn the sec-
ond idea implies a fundamental criti-
cism of the first traditional concept 
of a cultural base. Maybe both terms 
resonate within the interviewees. On 
one side there is the understandable 
desire in a migratory situation to 
find a familiar cultural background 
in a foreign country like Austria. On 
the other, there are the experiences 
of being on the way and to have a 
confident hope of a better future at a 
new and yet unknown place.

Openness of Christ Church  
One thing that was appreciated by 
many interviewees was the open-
ness of Christ Church. Some see 
wideness as a central character of 
Anglicanism. The Church of England 
understands itself as part of the One, 
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church 
(Common Worship, p.xi). That 
means that the Anglican branch of 
Christianity is a church like the other 
branches are churches as well, but 
neither branch is the church in its 
fullness. Therefore Anglicans can 
see Christians of other denomina-
tions truly as brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

It was mentioned in the interviews 
that members of other churches 
could be admitted to Holy Com-
munion in the Church of England. 
Indeed, you can find instructions 
in the prayer book (Common Wor-
ship, p. 159). Among the interviewed 
members, there is an awareness 
of the ties between Christ Church 

and other Christian denomina-
tions. Some see good connections 
between Christ Church and the Old 
Catholic, Methodist or Swedish Lu-
theran Church. Others identify the 
ambivalent relations between the 
Anglican Church and the Roman 
Catholic Church in Austria. Beyond 
that you can also find members who 
would like to see more openness in 
Christ Church. They criticize the fact 
that there is sometimes too much 
reticence especially when there are 
non-British newcomers. 

The next step in my research will be 
to see the results in the context of the 
Church’s mission. My main research 
question is which understanding 
and practice of mission is possible 
for Christ Church in the context of 
migration? But it would be a misun-
derstanding to see the mission as an 
aggressive behaviour of a religious 
organization to press one’s opinion 
onto somebody. 

The Lambeth Conference 2008, for 
instance, underlined that the mis-
sion is firstly the action of God in 
Christ. The centre of that mission is 
the reconciliation between God and 
the world. To my mind the prayer 
book of the Episcopal Church shows 
very well what that means for the 
Church: “The mission of the church 
is to restore all people to unity with 
God and each other in Christ. […] 
The Church carries out its mis-
sion through the ministry of all its 
members.“ (BCP 1979, p. 855) This 
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mission includes “to proclaim the 
good news of the Kingdom, to teach, 
baptise and nurture new believers, to 
respond to human need with loving 
service, to seek to transform unjust 
structures of the society, [and] to 
strive to safeguard the integrity of 
creation, and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth.” (Five Marks 
of Mission) 

How can and does Christ Church 
already participate in the reconcili-
ation between God and the world? 
Where are the unshriven places 
within the congregation itself and 
within the ambient society? Further-
more you can see that there are very 
different ideas of the mission within 
the interviews. How does that com-
pare with the official statements, the 
biblical tradition and the history of 
the church? Many of those different 

ideas of the mission are probably 
already, amongst other things, a 
consequence of migratory experi-
ences within Christ Church or within 
the Anglican Communion. If you 
have any questions or would like to 
have more detailed information don’t 
hesitate to approach me. Further-
more a presentation in the context 
of Soundings is being planned.

The Women's World Day of Prayer takes place every year on the 
first Friday in March. Women throughout the world join together 
in prayer for each other.  This year's service has been written 
by the women of The Bahamas. The English service in 
Vienna will take place at the Vienna Community Church, 
Dorotheergasse 16, 1010 on March 6th at 12.30.   If 
you would like to know more about the Austrian WWDP 
organisation please speak to Laura Fairburn. Details about the 
English language service from Lucille Curran.

Women’s World Day of Prayer
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Nowadays, Austria is landlocked. 
But between 1814 and 1918, 

the coastal provinces of the north-
ern Adriatic including Trieste and 
the Istrian peninsula belonged to 
the Austrian Empire. In fact, Pula, 
the political centre of Istria, was 
Austria’s main naval base and ship-
building centre until the end of the 
First World War. Nowadays, almost 
90% of Istria lies within Croatia, the 
northern tip is mostly in Slovenia, 
with a very small part in Italy. 

But the history of Istria goes back 
much further with remnants of 
prehistoric settlements dating to 
the times of homo erectus (a human 
species that predates the Neander-
thals). For tourists, the remnants of 
Roman times are obvious: the am-
phitheatre in Pula is about the size 
of a football stadium. It was built 
during the first century, as was the 
triumphal arch, the arch of Sergii and 
the temple of Roma and Augustus in 
that same city. During Roman times, 
the local languages were replaced by 
Latin. Languages derived from Latin 
survived into the 20th century. But 
nowadays the majority of the natives 
speak Croatian, with a fairly large 
Italian minority. During summer, 
tourists bring many other languages 
with them and it is generally easy to 
communicate in English. 

In Pula, I was especially charmed 
by a late Romanesque, early Gothic 
Franciscan monastery. The church 
building is quite simple with one 

Istria, Then and Now
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nave and three apses and shows 
a rosette in Gothic style above 
the entrance. The small cloister is 
quadratic and displays some Roman 
artefacts. 

Towering over the city is a fortress 
built by the Venetians in the 17th 
century. It has been converted into a 
museum and offers a nice view over 
the city and its harbours.

While Pula, located at the Southern 
tip of the peninsula, is the political 
centre, the spiritual centre has been 
Porec, also located on the coast, 
but further north. In fact, the area 
of the Euphrasian basilica within 
the old town of Porec is a UNESCO 
world heritage site. It contains the 
remnants of a basilica dedicated 
to St. Maurus of Parentium, which 
dates back to the second half of the 
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4th century. The current basilica was 
built in the 6th century during the 
reign of Bishop Euphrasius. The nave 
is separated from two aisles by Greek 
columns capped by Byzantine and 
Romanesque capitals. The church 
is the first example of a triple apsed 
church in Western Europe. The wall 
mosaics were executed by Byzantine 
masters and are among the finest 
examples of Byzantine art in the 
world. The mosaics in the triumphal 
arc over the apse represent Christ 
and the apostles. The central mosa-
ics between the windows represent 
the Annunciation and the Visitation. 
The floor mosaics were contributed 
by local masters. 

In addition to the church building, 
the complex also consists of a 6th 
century baptistry, a 16th century bell 
tower, an atrium, the bishop’s palace 
and a memorial chapel. Many pieces 
and remnants from very early times 
are also displayed, some of them 
with rather amusing inscriptions. 

Byzantine rule weakened with time. 
Slavic tribes moved into the region 
and largely replaced the indigenous 
population. Nevertheless, the coastal 
regions came under Venetian rule by 
the end of the 9th century. During 
medieval times and almost to the 
end of the 18th century, the Vene-
tian republic ruled Istria. Churches 
in most the Istrian towns are built 
in a distinctive Italian style with a 
prominent campanile (bell tower), 
e.g, St. Euphemia’s basilica in Rovinj, 

whose bell tower is modelled after 
that of St. Mark’s in Venice. 

In summer, the Istrian climate is 
relatively mild with the cooling 
influence of the sea. In contrast to 
the Italian side of the Adria with its 
sandy beaches, the shores of Istria 
are rocky. Especially in the south 
(from about Rovinj), many islands 
provide secluded beaches for peo-
ple with boats. Other tourists crowd 
around the hotels and towns. Nev-
ertheless even I, who tend to avoid 
crowds, find enough nature snorkel-
ling or hiking. 

For the hiker, the Mediterranean 
vegetation provides flowers in spring 
and smells during summer and many 
thorns, so leaving the paths is not 
possible. For the kitchen, many 
well-known herbs, such as oregano, 
thyme, or fennel, grow in the wild. 
While I do not share the locals’ taste 
for barbecued meat, I do enjoy the 
local seafood after a day of reading 
and snorkelling.



28

Dates for your Diary

    DATE  TIME   EVENT

Feb 1 (Sun) 18.00 Candlemas - Choral Evensong

Feb 3 (Tues) 19.00 Istanbul briefing meeting

Feb 11 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Feb 12 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: The Red Badge of Courage by   

   Stephen Crane

Feb 17 (Tues) 19.00  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Evening

Feb 18 (Weds) 09.30 Said Eucharist with imposition of ashes

  19.00 Said Eucharist with imposition of ashes

Feb 25 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

Mar 1 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

March 4 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

March 6 (Fri) 12.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer 

   Host: Vienna Community Church

March 8 (Sun)  Stewardship Presentation after the  

   10.00 and 18.00 services

March 15 (Sun) 10.00 Mothering Sunday - Family Eucharist

March 25 (Weds) 19.00 Annual Church Meeting

March 29 (Sun) 10.00 Palm Sunday Sung Eucharist with blessing of palms

April 2 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday liturgy

April 3 (Fri) 1230 Good Friday Ecumenical Service

  1800 Good Friday Liturgy

April 4 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Eve Vigil

April 5 (Sun) 08.00 Easter Day Said Eucharist

  10.00 Easter Day Sung Eucharist

April 11-18   Istanbul: Uncovering the past – Christ Church Trip

April 22 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

April 24 (Fri) 19.00 House concert and bring & share at the Brewsters’

May 15-17   Annual Retreat Göttweig – Revd Dr.Walter Moberly

May 29–31   Bishop Robert’s visit with Christ Church

May 29 (Fri)  18.00 Lange Nacht der Kirchen

May 31 (Sun)  10.00 Confirmation

June 12 (Fri) 19.00 Quiz night at the Readings’ (tbc)
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Dear Editor,

Today is Christmas Day and at last, 
from reading online your tribute in 
Crossways No. 70 (2013) to my 
dear friend Dr. Rosemary Moravec, I 
now know where Rosemary is.

Over the past couple of years when I 
have tried to contact her, the email has 
bounced back. I have learned as I have 
grown older that writing a card only 
once a year is not enough and this year 
I have discovered that not only one but 
two friends are no longer in this world 
since their passing in the year 2013. 
It is a great sadness that Rosemary, 
a friend from my childhood in Wales, 
then a happy summer in Devon together 
in 1957 and later when we were both 
studying in Leicester in 1967, is no 
longer with us.

My mother and her mother Margaret 
remained the best of friends until Aunty 
Peggy (my name for her mother) died. 

There were many years when Rosemary 
and I were not in contact as our lives 
developed in different ways through 
location, marriage and family respon-
sibilities. But it was the years of our 
childhood that kept her in my heart; we 
were both artistic and in a strange way 
spent quite lonely childhoods only too 
glad to understand how we each felt. 
This, I believe, is why both our mothers 
encouraged our friendship.

We were both born in the same year and 
it is with this thought I cannot believe 
she is no longer here. Many times, and 

I am sure it is the same for others. We 
let our friendships slide and do not make 
contact until it is too late. It would be 
a good time to make 2015 a year of 
connecting and passing our love onto 
one another, wherever in this world our 
friends may now live.

Farewell Rosemary my dear friend, 
we shall meet again. Your friend from 
England, Hazel Brazil (nee Beach).

Letter to the Editor

For those who knew Rosemary 
from Christ Church but may not 
have known much about her life 
and her work, she is now on 
Wikipedia (http://de.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Rosemary_Dorothy_
Moravec

Rosemary Moravec (1946-2013)



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12


