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The Chaplain, his family 
and Christ Church wish you 

and yours Advent hope and 
Christmas joy
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This issue’s cover shows our Chaplain, the Ven. 
Patrick Curran, his wife Lucille and daughters 
Victoria and Alexandra together with Victoria’s 
husband Alexander in a quiet moment before 
the opening of the Advent Bazaar. 
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A pay-in slip is attached to this issue 
of Crossways to help cover the cost 
of printing throughout the year. While 
donations of any amount are welcome, the 
Treasurer proposes EUR 20 per family unit.  

The weeks leading up to Christmas for most of us 
are characterized by pressure, stress and unrealis-

tic deadlines, whether at work or in the home. Leisure 
activities themselves—Christmas concerts, visits to 
Advent markets, parties with friends, family or col-
leagues—involve a rush to get everyone ready on time 
and a frenzied search for a parking space once one 
reaches one’s destination. As I elbowed my way through 
the Donauzentrum the other day, weighed down by the 
heavy packages that were stretching both my arms and 
my patience, I caught sight of a smallish crib in a shop 
window. It was easily overlooked among the garish 
Christmas baubles and fake snow that surrounded it, yet 
it made me pause and think. The contrast between the 
humble birth in a stable in Bethlehem over two thousand 
years ago and the frenzied, extravagant and—let’s be 
honest—often tasteless commemoration of the event 
today, has never been more striking. 

A birth, any birth, marks the end of a period of waiting, 
a moment when new hope is born. The instant of giving 
birth is among the most profound of human experi-
ences and I cannot help feeling that mothers who by 
circumstance or choice forego the pain of labour and 
childbirth are missing something momentous. Mary had 
no access to medication or midwives and anyone who 
has known the almost unbearable pain of childbirth, 
obliterated immediately by the joy of holding your 
child in your arms, will know how Mary felt upon the 
birth of her holy child. A baby, any baby, comes into 
the world unblemished with a lifetime of opportunities 
stretching ahead, choices to be made, paths to pursue, 
doors to open or close. The first few days that a mother 
spends quietly, proudly, protectively, cradling her baby, 
immune to the outside world, are nature’s reward for 
nine months of discomfort culminating in the pangs of 
childbirth. Let us, this Christmas, share with Mary the 
joy of Christ’s birth, taking time out from our hectic 
schedules to share the peace and the joy that his birth 
brought to the world and to our lives. The new year that 
conveniently follows immediately after our celebration 
of the birth of Christ provides a timely opportunity for 
a fresh start however far beyond babyhood we may be! 
I wish you and your loved ones a blessed Christmas 
that is more meaningful than merry and a New Year 
that brings renewal as much as revelry.    
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Christmas? What comes to 
mind? Before you read on 

think about your own memories 
of Christmas. You may need 
time... Put this article aside 
for a moment and search your 
memory…

My abiding memory, growing 
up in Ontario, Canada, is 
of our Christmas tree (our 
Tannenbaum) that my father 

and mother decorated with an 
array of electric lights. The lights 
that fascinated me most were the 
bubble lights. Once they warmed, 
the water in the column began 
to bubble up. Pure kitsch, but I 
loved it! We were definitely a go-
ahead Canadian family. We were 
one of the first families in the city 
and certainly on the block to use 
spotlights to light up our house a 
bit like Niagara Falls at night! I also 
remember my parents picking me up 
from choir rehearsal one evening. 
The purpose was to drive into the 

suburbs to look, wonder 
and judge the various 
outdoor light displays, 
some of them to my 

mind impressive. 
For  Chr is tmas 
I  r e m e m b e r 

rece iv ing 
my  f i rs t 
t a p e 
recorder, 
a s  we l l 
as my first 
B e a t l e 

album entitled “With the Beatles”. It 
must have been Christmas 1963. As 
I look at the iconic sleeve cover of 
“With the Beatles” I am struck by the 
faces of John, Paul, George and Ringo 
that are half lit up, while the other 
half of each face rests in darkness. 

As we have come to know and ap-
preciate in the words of St John the 
Evangelist, “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it” (John 1.5). Christmas is 
a celebration of light. It is a celebra-
tion of the light that has come into 
the world to show us a better way, to 
reassure us that even in the darkness 
God’s good purposes will prevail. 
The light is Jesus. We celebrate a 
Saviour’s birth. A Saviour who will 
know and experience the darkness of 
this world, a darkness that belongs 
to each and every generation, of too 
many regions in our world today 
and in neighbourhoods and families.

The problems we are facing are 
daunting, even frightening and they 
threaten to paralyse us or even 
overwhelm us if we do not remain 
alert. I am thinking about youth un-
employment that in some European 
countries is staggering. I am thinking 
of the refugee and immigrant chal-
lenges that are threatening to over-
whelm us. Challenges that remind 
us that a lasting solution is not ever 
more migration but a more just and 
peace-filled world where people can 
flourish where they are born. The 
time of local solutions in a global 
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world is diminishing. I am perplexed 
by a political populism that plays on 
prejudices and fears and seeks to 
turn the clock back on supranational 
co-operation and the interlacing of 
national and ethnic identities, back 
to an imagined past.

Jesus is the Light means that he is the 
one who gives life, and the Church 
soon comes to confess him as such. 
He is for us, who believe the hope of 
the nations. In him we put our trust, 
but also our hope. In Matthew’s 
Gospel we read, “And in his name 
the Gentiles will hope.”

Thinking back to a happy childhood 
that also knew uncertainty, sickness 
and disappointment, I realise now 
that I was not at all clear about the 
meaning of Christmas. We were not 
a religious family, but we joined in 
what is today known as the holiday 
season.  Christmas dinner was a 
grand affair and I have fond memo-
ries of us sitting around the dining 
room table. Every Sunday we said 
grace. This was the duty of my broth-
er or me. “For what we are about to 
receive may the Lord make us truly 
thankful. Amen.”  The Christmas and 
Sunday dinner table was decked for 
a king and his entourage. 

Mine was a small world, but I loved 
it: our dog, my friends (John, Ross 
and Ronnie), the house, Sunday 
meals, exploring the attic, Auntie 
Kath etc. There was much to be 
thankful for and for which I remain 

thankful. Sometimes it takes a long 
time (a lifetime) to realise that what 
was ordinary at the time was ex-
traordinary. So the prayer, the Grace 
in its own way, worked its “magic” 
and still does. In the letter to the 
church in Colossae we read, “Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teach and admonish one another 
in all wisdom, and sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 
(Colossians 3.16)

My wish and prayer for each of us 
at Christmas, taking my lead from 
Scripture and from the Grace said 
at the dinner table, is that we may 
have thankfulness written in our 
hearts and that our homes and 
churches may be pervaded by our 
thankfulness to God. And this wish 
and prayer is for everyone including 
those who are still suffering from the 
deep pain of loss that some have 
had to experience during the year. 
“If for this life only we have hoped 
in Christ, we are of all people most 
to be pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:19)

My credo? “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.”
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Bishop Robert’s Christmas Message

The nine lessons and carols ser-
vice from King’s College Cam-

bridge is listened to by millions of 
people all over the world. It is one 
of England’s most distinctive and 
successful religious exports! For me, 
the service has especial resonance, 
because this was the college where 
I studied as an undergraduate and 
so the distinctive sound of the tre-
ble voices and fulsome reed organ 
stops brings back happy memories 
of student life. 

Eric Milner-White introduced the 
nine lessons and carol service in 
1918. He had been appointed as 
Dean of King’s at the age of 34. He 
developed the carol service because 
his experience as an army chaplain 
during the war had convinced him 
that the Church of England needed 
to introduce more imaginative wor-
ship. The nine lessons and carols 
format quickly became popular 
(indeed, how quickly do innovations 

become ‘traditions’!) and is today 
widely copied and imitated. In our 
European chaplaincies ‘the carol 
service’ is now one of the best loved 
services in the whole year and de-
lighted in by people of many different 
nationalities. 

The beauty of our Christmas music 
has the ability to touch and soften 
the hearts of those who would not 
respond to a more prosaic declara-
tion of Christian truth. But offering 
a delightful aesthetic experience is 
not enough. We long that people 
would encounter God! And if Milner-
White were alive today, I am sure he 
would again be urging us always to 
be vigilant to the need imaginatively 
to portray the extraordinary story of 
the birth of the Saviour in a way that 
would impress upon its sceptical 
21st century hearers the incompara-
ble meekness and majesty, suffering 
and glory of the first Christmas.     

We need again to feel the shocking 
reality of God becoming incarnate in 
conditions of extreme vulnerability 
and deprivation. For, as the evange-
lists tell us, God’s Son was born in a 
feeding trough far from home as the 
first child of an unmarried, and pre-
sumably very scared young mother. 
From his birth he was hunted down 
by a mad and bad tyrant. Whilst 
still small, he and his parents were 
forced to migrate into neighbouring 
Egypt where I suppose they lived as 
refugees. I always find it striking that 
in Matthew’s account of Christmas, 
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Bishop Robert’s Christmas Message

the first half of chapter 2 which re-
lates the adoration of new-born King 
by the magi, is counter-balanced by 
the second half which graphically 
relates the attempts by the hostile 
powers of his day to end this would 
be King’s young life before it has 
scarcely begun.   

2014 has been marked for many of us 
by commemorations of the outbreak 
of World War 1. It may be significant 
that Milner-White composed his 
carol service after war-time service 
both in Italy and on the Western 
Front. He certainly knew how to 
reclaim beauty from brokenness.

In our own time, we are massively 
aware of the tragedy of war. It is 
reckoned that about 14 million 
people have been displaced by the 
conflicts in Syria and Iraq. In Leba-
non, one in four of the population is 
now a refugee. We Christians, whose 
Saviour began life as a refugee, have 
particular responsibilities to do what 
we can to help and to urge our gov-
ernments to act together to provide 
aid. And we pray earnestly for those 
many men, women and children who 
face a winter without adequate food 
or shelter. It is in this sobering inter-
national context that this Christmas 
we celebrate in word and in song 
the great and wonderful mystery of 
the incarnation, the enfleshment, of 
God’s Son. 

I am very aware that the Christmas 
season puts particular opportuni-

ties and pressures in the way of 
our chaplaincies. We are typically 
receiving lots of visitors who don’t 
normally darken the doors of our 
churches. At the same time, many 
regular church members are away 
at Christmas itself, visiting fam-
ily or friends. So those that remain 
have to work especially hard to keep 
everything running and to provide 
a cheerful welcome. Whether we 
have the resources of a great church 
or cathedral or something far more 
modest, it is the authenticity of what 
we do and the warmth of our wel-
come that makes the biggest impact. 
So to all those who sustain and en-
able our worship over Christmas I 
give my warm and sincere thanks: 
to our clergy, lay readers and lead-
ers, musicians, welcomers, wardens, 
caterers and cleaners.  

And may the God whose message 
of peace was sung by the angels 
to herald the birth of his Son, bring 
his peace to our hearts, our homes, 
our families and our world over this 
Christmas time.   

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe
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There’s much that can be said 
about an event that is open to the 

public for five and a half hours once a 
year and makes a significant overall 
contribution to further the work of 
Christ Church and the charities that 
it supports.

The Advent Bazaar story begins, of 
course, many months earlier. A net-
work of dedicated people gets wheels 
in motion long in advance. Supplies, 
equipment and unsold goods get 
stored in various places. Negotia-
tions for the leased space at the BAG 
where it takes place are conducted 
early in the new year. Contacts are 
renewed with potential donor pub-
lishers exhibiting books and toys at 
the Frankfurt Book Fair far before 
the fair itself in October. Arrange-
ments are made for donation pickup 
and shipping and for renewal of the 
valuable support the bazaar gets from 
Ottakringer, Coca Cola and other 
entities. Orders are placed for various 
goods including crackers (as a Yank, 
I’m still puzzling at this very British 
custom). The transportation team is 
recruited. Stallholders and volunteer 
workers are confirmed or recruited. 
Baking and production of (dare I say 
“ethnic?”) English Christmas foods 
get under way. Entertainment and a 
lot of different setup requirements are 
worked on. Etc., etc! 

I can’t really do justice to all the 
people and the full scope of work 
that gets done long in advance of ba-
zaar day. Bismarck once said, “those 
who are fond of sausage should not 

inquire too closely how it is made.” 
The unavoidable messiness in the 
myriad details of staging the bazaar 
can sometimes remind one of this 
quote, though the more of us that get 
involved in bazaar sausage-making 
the better!

Of course, there are always last-
minute “oops” moments: misplaced 
boxes, collapsing banners, a blown 
fuse here or there. The chaplain 
struggles to master the microphone 
for his opening prayer. To put it in 
what’s become known as “the bu-
reaucratic passive”, mistakes are 
made! 

Nonetheless, it’s a great thing to ex-
perience the excitement and watch 
the eager crowd of visitors grow 
before the opening ribbon is cut. To 
enjoy the scents of good Asian and 
African cooking being prepared. To 
see the dessert stands laden with 
delicacies. To gaze on the heap of 
Tombola prizes. To see everything 
else ready for sale or use. 

I fear that in this short narrative I have 
failed to touch upon all that should 
be said and failed to pay sufficient 
tribute to many, many people who do 
so much. There isn’t space to cover all 
that can be written but Christina and 
I, as your bazaar co-coordinators, are 
deeply grateful to all who contribute 
in different ways to this great event. 
As it has grown year to year, it re-
ally stands out as a celebration of a 
community of goodwill and common 
purpose stretching far beyond the 
simple Englishness of its origins.

Bazaar Snapshots
by

 M
ic

ha
el

 S
te

ve
ns

photos by Natascha Wickramasinghe





This particular group of 
friends—from Canada, Iran 
and Peru—make a point of 
attending the Bazaar every 
year. As in the past, they 
spent much of the day brous-
ing the books, clothing and 
toy stalls. Some of them paid 
a visit to Santa!

Theodora is a Greek language teacher and this 
is her third visit to a Christ Church Bazaar. 
She spent a considerable amount of time at 
the White Elephant stall. The Readings enjoyed brisk trade at the CD/

DVD stand where British comedies proved 
surprisingly popular among local visitors.

Once again, the help of students from Vienna 
International School proved invaluable. 
Their tireless energy, their enthusiasm, their 
language skills and friendly interaction with 
visitors were a winning combination. Thank 
you VIS students! 

photos  by N
atascha W

ickram
asinghe

Santa enjoyed a record number of visits from 
families this year.



Eight-year old Laia has been coming to have 
her photo taken with Father Christmas for 
several years now and looks forward eagerly 
to the Bazaar that, she told us, is even more 
fun than her birthday! We found her with 
her mother at the cake stand where Laia had 
difficulty in making a choice

The African and Asian food stalls always 
attract a large crowd and many visitors told 
us that they headed straight for the food stalls 
on their arrival to make sure that they got a 
taste of the exotic food on offer. This year, those 
volunteers preparing the food must have been 
especially busy as there was plenty to go around 
so that even late-comers were not disappointed.

John and James are seasoned carol-singers. 
Several visitors commented on how much they 
enjoy English carols. Listening to the carol-
singing, they told us, gave them a first taste of 
Christmas and put them in the right spirit for 
the Advent and Christmas season. 

Jean-François and Werner spent the entire 
day at the Bazaar and did a lot of shopping! 
They readily admitted, though, that the main 
attraction was the unique experience of a 
whisky-tasting breakfast.



Rikki and Peter from Ba-
varia were visiting relatives 
inVienna. Wandering through 
the city, they stumbled across 
the Bazaar and decided to 
step inside. They were very 
impressed at the wide spread of 
international food, but decided 
on an “English” meal for their 
lunch and Peter was happy to 
rest his legs while enjoying a 
bottle of stout. 

Aileen was one of the first people visitors 
met when they entered the building. Here 
she might well have been advising David on 
a good choice of book... there was certainly 
something for all tastes and the  book stalls 
were a hot favourite with visitors. 

Marion has been coming to the Bazaar for three 
years and this year was particularly attracted 
to the White Elephant stall. She also took the 
opportunity to stock up on CDs, cakes and 
Christmas crackers that have become surpris-
ingly popular among Austrian visitors. . 

Both the raffle and the tom-
bola were very popular and in 
keeping with the times (and 
people’s tastes) the main prizes 
were electronic “must-haves”. 
Many children—of all ages, as 
the picture of Hyacinth shows—
enjoyed spending time at the 
Children’s Corner or taking 
advantage of the special treats 
available for the young at heart. 
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Some members of the Congrega-
tion will know that Boko, our Shih 

Tzu, is a qualified therapy dog. Less 
clear, perhaps, is what this means in 
practice. I hope that the following will 
provide some enlightenment. 

What has come to be known as 
“animal-assisted therapy” com-
monly uses animals as part of a 
person‘s treatment. Small animals, 
such as cats, rabbits, birds, and fish 
are also employed for such purposes 
as are some larger ones—principally 
horses—but therapy dogs are by far 
the most common.

Background  
The therapeutic use of animals has a 
long history. In ancient Egypt, Anubis, 
the dog-headed guide of the dead 
through the underworld, was also 
physician and apothecary to the gods. 
Dogs (and snakes) were the emblems 
of the Sumerian goddess Gula and of 
the Babylonian and Chaldean deity 
Marduk. They were used in heal-
ing practices and people believed 

that being licked by a 
dog, especially where 
sores or lesions were 
present could help to 
heal or cure. Indeed, 
the ancient Greeks 
had temples in which 
dogs were trained to 
lick wounds—perhaps 
with good reason; 
modern research has 
shown that a dog’s 
saliva contains anti-
bacterial and antiviral 
compounds—though 

readers may be relieved to know that 
today, dogs are used mainly to assist 
with psychological and emotional 
problems, leaving antibiotics to the 
pharmaceutical industry!

During the early centuries of Christi-
anity, St. Christopher, St. Bernard, and 
other saints, principally St. Francis 
of Assisi, were associated with dogs. 
Many had reputations as healers. 
Later, Florence Nightingale observed 
that small pets relieved depression. 
This was corroborated during World 
War II: the positive effects of a small 
Yorkshire terrier on patients at an 
army hospital so impressed the com-
manding officer of the hospital unit 
(Dr. Charles Mayo, founder of the 
famous Mayo Clinic) that he decided 
to take the dog regularly on his hospi-
tal rounds as a living antidepressant. 
Smoky, the Yorkshire terrier, thus 
became a therapy dog. 

John Locke had observed, in the 17th 
century, that small pet animals helped 
the social development of children. 

Boko the Therapy dog ...
by

 J
an

 H
ill

er
m

an
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Boris Levinson, a child psychologist 
in the US, was also persuaded of this. 
Levinson had been working with a 
very disturbed child and found, by 
chance, that the therapy sessions 
were much more productive when his 
dog was with him. Moreover, other 
children experiencing difficulties in 
communicating also seemed more at 
ease when the dog was present and 
made real attempts at conversation. 
However, when Levinson presented 
his findings to an international forum 
in the 1960s, some of his colleagues 
poured scorn on his work, based as it 
was more on anecdotal evidence than 
on scientific fact.

This changed significantly when 
several new biographies of Sigmund 
Freud (who had a house full of dogs) 
were published and new insights into 
Freud’s life were obtained from people 
who had known him. It emerged that 
Freud often had his chow chow, Jofi, 
with him as a comfort; he claimed that 
he was more relaxed when the dog 
was nearby. However, Freud noticed 
that the dog’s pres-
ence also benefitted 
patients, particularly 
during the most diffi-
cult, ‘resistance’ phase 
of their treatment. Jofi 
usually lay quietly 
nearby, unmoved by 
anything the patient 
said. Freud concluded 
that this gave the pa-
tient reassurance that 
all was well and that 
anything, no matter 

how difficult or embarrassing, could 
be expressed freely in the therapy 
room. With evidence that none other 
than Freud had been willing to en-
tertain the use of animal helpers and 
Levinson’s book collecting his case 
studies, some serious work began. 
The psychiatrists Sam and Elizabeth 
Corson, opened the first pet-assisted 
therapy programme at Ohio State 
University in 1977. Two other clinical 
professionals, Alan Beck and Aaron 
Katcher, showed that when a person 
interacted with or was even in the 
presence of a friendly dog, there were 
marked changes in physiological re-
sponses. Breathing was more regular, 
heartbeat slowed, muscles relaxed 
and stress was reduced. 

Animal assisted therapy today  
Today, there are dogs, cats and other 
animals routinely helping people 
through difficult illnesses, emotional 
times and psychological problems. 
They have been shown to exert a 
calming influence, thereby lowering 

... and other animals

è
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blood pressure and pulse rate and in-
creasing the life expectancy of people 
e.g. with chronic heart disease.  They 
are also used beneficially to help treat 
stroke victims and those suffering 
from age-related afflictions such as 
dementia, speech or mobility prob-
lems and depression. Animal inter-
ventions in geriatrics are particularly 
successful. Stroking, brushing or feed-
ing a dog with small treats can help to 
strengthen hand and arm movements 
and hand-eye coordination. Walk-
ing or playing with a dog can help 
to strengthen major muscle groups. 
Dogs are a topic of conversation that 
can trigger happy memories (perhaps 
of a dog that someone had in the past) 
and strengthen communication. Dogs 
and other animals also bring joy and 
fun into daily life.

Research has shown that children 
who grow up with animals, especially 
dogs, are more focused and dexterous 
than those who do not. They are also 
better at reading non-verbal signals 
and interpreting body language. The 
dog-child relationship can help con-
siderably in difficult situations such 
as bereavement. More generally, a 
child might choose to confide in a dog 
because it neither scolds nor gives 
advice, is non-judgmental and always 
has time to listen. Not surprising, 
then, that therapy animals are suc-
cessfully and frequently employed to 
help children with mental, physical, 
emotional and behavioural problems.

Boko the Therapy dog  
Boko and I are members of Tiere als 

Therapie, the animal assisted therapy 
organisation in Austria founded 
over 25 years ago. We qualified as a 
Therapy Team early in 2012, following 
a rigorous 18-month training period. 
This involved theory courses at Vi-
enna’s University of Veterinary Medi-
cine (VETMED), a specified number of 
hours of weekly practical training, a 
great deal of work and practice on our 
own, theory and practical exams and 
a programme of supervised, ‘proba-
tionary’ visits to Senior Citizens’ and 
Children’s Homes. 

I was delighted when we passed all 
tests and Boko received his special 
therapy dog harness—but we can-
not rest on these laurels! I take Boko 
to dog school twice a week and we 
have weekly, individual tuition too. 
We have a yearly “Nachkontrolle”, to 
ensure that the skills we have learned 
remain honed and that Boko remains 
gentle, patient and calm in all situa-
tions. Additionally, I have to deepen 
my knowledge and understanding of 
animal assisted therapy applications 
through several hours of continuing 
education each year. 

Boko and I are now regular visitors at 
a Senior Citizens’ Home. Just to see 
the smiles on so many faces when 
we turn up makes all the hard work 
worthwhile! Many of the residents 
no longer have visitors and some 
have been put there by their families 
and simply forgotten or ignored. 
Loneliness is a problem. However, a 
visit from a furry friend gives obvious 
pleasure and many of the residents 

è
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can’t wait to stroke, feed and brush 
or play with Boko or even just talk to 
him! He has a wide repertoire of tricks 
that he can perform and sometimes 
does. Over many months, however, 
I have seen that what the residents 
most enjoy is simply the proximity 
of a warm, cuddly and friendly lit-
tle creature that they can touch and 
interact with. I have got to know 
many of the residents by name and 
am always pleased to listen to the 
stories they tell me about their lives. 
All of this stimulates conversation and 
social interaction. I find it particularly 
pleasing to see how, during our visits 
and discussions, groups of people of-
ten start talking to each other—often 
about their own pets—where previ-
ously there was silence.

We have also worked with children 
and this is an area in which I want 
us to become more involved in the fu-
ture. Our initial contact, with severely 
disabled children, was emotionally 
draining for me and stressful for Boko. 
I therefore decided to set this area 
aside until both of us have acquired 
more experience and opted instead to 
try and help a little girl of seven who 
had problems of self-confidence. 

Over the many weeks of our visits, I 
noticed that she enjoyed “reading” to 
Boko and did so with great care and 
concentration. Together with the dog 
we played games, Boko did tricks and 
was groomed. The little girl learned 
a lot from me about dogs’ needs 
and about Boko’s breed and origins 
through the little quizzes and puz-

zles that I devised for her. I taught her 
how to give Boko simple commands 
and both she and I were thrilled when 
he responded as I had hoped! I was 
delighted to see the child’s self-con-
fidence improving. All was going well 
until one day, her mother had to work 
and grandmother was baby-sitting. 
It was a nice day so we went to the 
park to play with Boko. The upshot 
was that grandmother seems to have 
persuaded the mother that the child 
could play with any dog in the park 
and did not need to pay a (modest) 
fee to Tiere als Therapie for special 
visits. I felt so sorry for the child, who 
by this time had developed a good 
rapport with Boko. I also reflected that 
the family were oblivious to the risks 
inherent in letting a child play with 
just any dog. 

Boko and I are enjoying what we do 
and I think that, in his little canine 
way, he senses that we are trying to 
help others. I wanted us both to do 
this kind of work when I realised that 
our then, three-month old fluffy bun-
dle had been blessed with a wonderful 
temperament. We had to wait until he 
was at least 18 months old before we 
could begin formal, therapy dog train-
ing but our next blessing came in an 
unexpected way: I told our trainer at 
the dog school what I had in mind. It 
transpired that, wearing another hat, 
she was also a long-standing trainer 
for Tiere als Therapie. An initial test 
revealed that Boko had the kind of 
qualities that a therapy dog would 
need. You already know what hap-
pened next!
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September 30 was Nikki Hertford-
Scheiber’s birthday and what 

more fitting occasion for a gathering 
of her friends and family. Nikki left 
us over a year ago, yet she remains 
eternally interwoven in the fabric of 
Christ Church. 

To celebrate the life of Nikki, her 
husband Ted and her daughter Tina 
organized an informal memorial 
service around the bonfire at their 
home in Himberg. This time, unlike 
countless occasions in the past, Nikki 
was not the gracious hostess busy at-
tending to the needs of her guests, but 
was centre-stage in our recollections 
and prayers. After a brief service, we 
shared private memories of Nikki. 
We then gathered around the bonfire, 
raising our glasses to Nikki and to the 
many ways in which she had enriched 
the life of our church and our com-
munity. We sang Judy Garland’s Over 
the Rainbow, the words of which had 
a particular resonance in Nikki’s life. 

We value the presence of Ted and Tina 
in our community and look forward 
to seeing something of Nikki in her 
grandchildren as they grow. 

Forever Nikki
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one hundred years on ... 

In honour of the centenary an-
niversary of the start of the First 

World War, H.E. the Ambassador of 
the United Kingdom and Northern 
Ireland invited those attending the 
Remembrance Sunday service to a 
buffet feast at the residence. Her 
hospitality was much appreciated 
as well as the opportunity to meet 
representatives of the Austrian army. 
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08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
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“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord”
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 Kids’ Church
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 Scharffenberg of the Lutheran Swedish  
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08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
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18.00 Six O’Clock Service 
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 world?
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WEEK     OF     PRAYER     FOR     CHRISTIAN     UNITY

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away ; behold, all 
things are become new. KJV 2 Corinthians 5:17
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10.00 Toddler Group
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 Group

16.00 Last Chance  
 Carol Sing-along  
 at the Stevens’

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice
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09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion
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08.30 Morning Prayer
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WEEK     OF     PRAYER     FOR     CHRISTIAN     UNITY
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This year’s Christmas Carol Sing-along on Sunday 7, December, 16.00 will be 
in aid of families struggling to make ends meet because a member of the family 
is in prison. The charity, administered by the Protestant churches (Lutheran, 
Reformed, Methodist) in Austria, seeks to help children who have lost contact 
with their fathers or mothers, as well as mothers and partners who have become 
essentially “one parent families”. There will be a last chance to sing carols at a 
Bring and Share on Saturday, 3 January at 16.00 at the home of Christina and 
Mike Stevens that will also feature poetry reading and delicious food.

A. This year’s Kids’ Church nativity play will be a traditional nativity 
based on texts from the Bible. Rehearsals will commence on 30 November. 
We are hoping that many families will join us on Sunday 14 December at 
10.00 for what promises to be a joyful celebration of the magic of Christmas. 
B. In the evening we will reassemble for the traditional service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols at which our church choir leads the singing. The service affords those 
who want to contemplate the mystery of God’s coming into the world as a human 
being a space to do so before the busyness of preparing for the celebration of 
Christmas itself. Be advised that the service is not suitable for very young children. 
C. The usual service of Holy Communion according to the Book of Common 
Prayer will be celebrated at 08.00.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is from 18 to 25 January 2015. The na-
tional ecumenical service for Austria will be held on Friday, 23 January at the 
Baptist Church, Mollardgasse, 1060 Vienna at 18.00. The week is preceded by 
a day to remind Christians of their Jewish roots entitled the day of Judaism (Tag 
des Judentums). The service will be held in the Old Catholic Church, Rauch-
fangkehrergasse 12, 1150 Vienna, on 17 January at 18.00.

“Come Lord, Come”: A Day of Prayer and Meditation in Advent. Advent is 
a word derived from the Latin “adventus” meaning coming or arrival. It is the 
first season of the church’s year and traditionally one of prayer and fasting to 
prepare for the Lord’s coming at Christmas. The day will begin with Midday 
Prayer at 12.00 and end at 17.00. There will be a prayer at the top of each hour. 
However people are invited to come and go as they wish, spending time in quiet 
contemplation. Anyone who cannot come to the church but has a specific prayer 
request should place it in the prayer ministry box at the back of the church or 
send an email to office@christchurchvienna.org. Please contact Lucille Curran 
for more information.
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We had a good first meeting and want to continue. At our first meeting David 
Stanners introduced the ideas underlying the book The Black Swan by Nassim 
Nicholas Taleb and how they have influenced his thinking and work. At our next 
meeting, on Saturday, 13 December at 9.30 in the Church Centre, Roland Ill-
man will lead the discussion part of the meeting by considering issues relating 
to male identity today and faith. He has compiled a dossier. If you are interested 
in attending please speak to the Chaplain. For catering purposes register by 
Thursday 11 December.

Bishop Robert Innes will be at Christ Church for Confirmation of candidates on 
31 May 2015. Over Christmas people should consider whether they would like 
to come forward to be confirmed or to be received into the Church of England. If 
you are unsure of what is required or who is eligible please talk to the Chaplain. 
The Revised Catechism states that persons to be confirmed should have been 
baptized, be sufficiently instructed in the Christian Faith, be penitent for their 
sins, and be ready to confess Jesus Christ as Saviour and obey him as Lord. 
Classes will begin in February.

Uncovering the past for today: Byzantium, Constantinople and Istanbul. The 
Chaplain is leading an eight day trip to explore the megacity of Istanbul (11-18 
April). Hard copies of the detailed itinerary with registration form can be col-
lected from the church centre or sent by email. The chaplain will speak to the 
itinerary on Tuesday 16 December, 1900 for those interested, but undecided. 
There will be a preparatory meeting for those who have registered on Tuesday 
3 February, 2015.

Once again we will be holding a Christingle service for the youngest members 
of our church family on Saturday, 20 December at 16.00. Christingle means 
‘Christ-Light’ reminding us that Jesus’ coming at Christmas is like a light com-
ing into darkness. All those with young children and the young at heart are 
welcome to this service. If you can help with the preparations contact Erica 
Schenk 0664/73879802.

Our next meeting is on 4 December at 18.30 in the Church Centre. We are read-
ing the Rule of St Benedict. Archbishop Rowan said, “In the committed mutual 
service and mutual listening that the Rule of St Benedict enjoins, we can see 
fleshed out the belief that, in Tertullian’s words, “no Christian is a Christian 
alone”. Look out for the next date via the weekly notices.



24

The Eastern Archdeaconry Synod 
was held from 25-28 September 

in Prague and was hosted by the 
Prague Chaplaincy of St Clement’s 
and The Revd Ricky Yates. Christ 
Church, Vienna was represented 
by the Ven. Patrick Curran as the 
Archdeacon, Miranda Kopetzky as 
the Diocesan Synod representa-
tive and Morkor Korley and Angela 
Peake-Herzog as Archdeaconry rep-
resentatives.

The Synod was attended by 11 clergy 
and 16 lay representatives from 
Athens, Belgrade, Budapest, Corfu, 
Crete, Didim, Istanbul, Izmir, Kiev, 
Moscow, Prague, Warsaw and Yere-
van as well as Vienna. Worship was 
held in the church of St. Clement’s 
on Klimentska Street, and meetings 
were held in the church and also the 
parish hall opposite. The hotel was 
just down the street from the church, 
and the Old Town centre of Prague 
was within easy walking distance.

The synod opened on Thursday 
evening with evening prayer in St 
Clement’s and continued for two and 
a half  full days of discussions, wor-
ship and bible study led by the Revd 
Canon Leonard Doolan. Chaplaincy 
reports were also presented and 
there was an opportunity to discuss 
the various areas of the Eastern 
Archdeaconry as well as to share the 
joys and challenges of the various 
chaplaincies during meal times. We 
welcomed the Revd David Brown, 
the new priest-in-charge for War-
saw, which has been over ten years 
without a resident priest. We also 
welcomed The Revd Clive Fairclough 
the new chaplain for Moscow. The 
Revd Frank Hegedüs was licensed 
as Area Dean of the East by Bishop 
Robert Innes.  

We also discussed important church 
business matters including the Di-
ocesan Safeguarding Policy and the 
importance of the Diocese operating 
as a safe church. We were updated 
on the new Safeguarding Training 
Strategy to be rolled out to everyone 
in the Diocese working with children 
and/or vulnerable adults. 

We were fortunate to have The Rt 
Revd Robert Innes, the new Bishop 
of Gibraltar in Europe, join us as 
of Friday afternoon for the synod. 
He commented briefly on his first 
23 days in office; he had arrived 
in Prague from Palermo having at-
tended the Archdeaconry Synod of 
Italy and Malta.

Together in Prague
by
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Bishop Robert Innes and clergy from the Eastern Archdeaconry
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The Bishop’s vision for the church 
includes: growing in faith through 
worship; openness to change; fos-
tering work with children in a 
expanding church; developing a 
culture of welcome and invitation; 
the importance of diversity; coop-
eration among churches across the 
Diocese; recognition of the Anglican 
churches in the countries where they 
are situated and the importance 
of ecumenical relations across the 
diocese.  One example of this is the 
recently launched Global Freedom 
Network (www.gfn2020.org), an 
ecumenical and interfaith initiative 
to combat modern day slavery and 
human trafficking. The synod con-
cluded on Sunday at midday with the 
sung Eucharist celebrated by Bishop 
Robert with the Prague chaplaincy. 

On Sunday afternoon, after lunch 
provided by the chaplaincy, an 
outing was organized to the par-
ish church of St. James the Great 
in Slavětín nad Ohří, an hour’s 
drive from Prague. This church is 
famous for its medieval wall paint-
ings and altarpiece; we were shown 
round by the only remaining Roman 
Catholic in the village, who also acts 
as churchwarden. We also visited 
the church of St Nicholas, Louny, a 
masterpiece of late gothic work in 
Bohemia and met Deacon Werner 
Horák, custodian of this beautifully 
kept and very active church. 

It was a very worthwhile and en-
joyable synod in the beautiful city 

of Prague. Many matters were 
discussed but what stays with 
me is always the stories from the 
chaplaincies and how they are chal-
lenged in their different ways to build 
and maintain an Anglican worship 
community that expresses living 
Christian faith in their very diverse 
communities.

The next synod meeting will be held 
in Zagreb from 24-27 September 
2015.

The church of St. Clement’s 

Medieval wall paintings at church of St. James the Great
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on 25 October, Christ Church 
welcomed an impressive group 

of visitors and distinguished invitees 
who gathered for the Church’s Africa 
Fest, the replacement event of its 
erstwhile Nigerian Fest. This was to 
be the first in a new series expected 
to become as accomplished and as 
productive as its predecessor. The 
general congregation of the Church 
was also well represented as was 
the clergy, including Venerable Arch-
deacon Patrick Curran and the Revd 
Aileen Hackl.

The event began with an opening 
prayer by Mike Waltner who also 
gave a brief lecture on the culture 
of giving and reward. Christ Church 
donates annually some 10 per cent 
of its income to charity drawn from 
across the world.  

The Africa Fest gathering was treated 
to African music, a fashion show, en-

tertainment by children and delicious 
African cuisine. There was food from 
various African countries as was a 
collection of drinks usually favoured 
by cultures on the continent. The 
fashion show was of great attrac-
tion as was the performance by the 
children. 

The music was well received, with 
guests “dancing the night away.”  The 
organizers managed to engage Afri-
ca’s most popular Vienna-based disc 
jockey, Akin Baba Ewe. Yet another 
fine attraction was the performance 
of young Ms. Catherine Adeyemi, a 
promising young singer/song-writer 
and member of the congregation of 
Christ Church. Her beautiful voice, 
dancing moves and chosen songs, 
among them AIDA Easy as Life, were 
truly moving. She is relatively popular 
in Austria, given her television and 
stage accomplishments. Her admir-
ers speak of hopes of her attaining 

Africa Fest(ivities)
by
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Europe-wide stardom in the near 
future.  

The entire event turned out to be 
excellent, “outstanding” in the words 
of Archdeacon Patrick Curran. Patrick 
quoted participants whom, he said, 
“commented on how much they 
enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere as 
well as the opportunity to dance.” 
The food, said the Chaplain, was 
“excellent and plentiful,” thanks to 
the ladies who gave so much of their 
precious time and talent; among them 
Lola Ogunfojuri, Elisabeth Olufeyimi 
and Susan Turyomurugyendo. Several 
others contributed what they could to 
make the evening truly memorable.  A 
tombola session by Emeka Okonkwo 
offered such attractive prizes as a 
mobile phone, a wireless precision 
mouse, an electric multi-cooker, an 
electric salt and pepper mill and 
similar items.  

Others who deserve accolades in-
clude the chief organizers Emeka Agu, 
Emeka Okonkwo himself, Lay As-

Africa Fest(ivities)

sistant Sunday Ajayi, Lot Olufeyimi, 
Helena Trueh-Schuster, Rosemary 
Ogunjimi and Linda Dondi. Several 
others contributed what they could 
to make the evening truly memorable. 
Comments were heard to the effect 
that “without these people, the event 
would not even have taken place.”  
Gracefully, they jointly pledged to 
strengthen their resolve and redouble 
efforts next year.” Said a visitor who 
was attending the event for the first 
time: “We certainly look forward to 
the next gathering in 2015”. 

photos  by Alexandra Schmidt
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Music Man
by
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linked to a special event. Mine 
is, perhaps, Bach’s Jesu, Joy of 
Man’s Desiring, which he played 
at my own daughter’s wedding at 
Christ Church.  

Yet Emanuel is not just an organ-
ist! At times he has led and con-
ducted the choir and is himself a 
gifted singer. At the Easter Vigil, 
his performance of the Exsultet 
came as a surprise to those who 
know he prefers to be out of the 
limelight. Emanuel also plays the 
harpisochord and has a special 
love of the early music of Frob-
erger, Gottlieb and Georg Muffat, 
Johann Kaspar Kerll and others, 

which he plays on both instruments.

Those who went on the parish out-
ing in 2013 to Styria will understand 
where his musical talents originate. 
His father was himself a church 
organist and both parents sing in 
choirs. At the close of a perfect day 
last year in September, they treated us 
to several Austrian songs in two-part 
harmony before we made our way 
back to Vienna.

We were delighted for Emanuel when 
he became a father just two months 
ago and well understand that his new 
life and home in Burgenland will make 
regular trips to Vienna difficult. We 
hope that we will continue to have 
many occasions to hear him on the 
organ in the future, whether at Christ 
Church or in concert elsewhere. Good 
luck, Emanuel, and our love and grati-
tude go with you, Anna and Simon in 
this new phase of your life.

For the past ten years, our services 
have been vastly enriched by the 

extraordinary talent and dedication 
of the church organist, Emanuel 
Schmelzer-Ziringer. His proficiency on 
the organ—whether playing Baroque, 
contemporary or inventive improvi-
sion—has captivated parishioners 
and visitors alike, and many stay 
behind in the church after a service 
until he has played the final trium-
phant notes of the postlude in order 
to express their appreciation in spon-
taneous applause. Newly-weds saw a 
reflection of their joy in the organ mu-
sic played during their special service 
(Victoria and Alexander Schilowsky 
will doubtless never forget Emanuel’s 
rendition of Mozart’s Andante in F für 
eine Orgelwaltze KV 616), while those 
grieving the loss of a loved one could 
always count on Emanuel to bring a 
special poignant note to a memorial 
service. Each of us will have his or 
her favourite “Emanuel moment”, 
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When Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem, the angels, we are told, 

sang. And so, two thousand years 
later, do we! Christmas is com-
ing. Concerts, musical events and 
church services with singing seem 
to be on offer everywhere. Even 
the supermarkets and department 
stores drench us in Christmas music, 
whether we like it or not.

Some people don’t. I guess they will 
have to plug their ears for the next 
few weeks. And of course there are 
the purists who tell us we should 
only sing Silent Night on Christmas 
Eve. That beautiful song, only to be 
sung on one special night a year!

Growing up in Canada, there was not 
much music in my childhood. I heard 
nursery rhymes, not the Kinderlieder, 
my children learned here in Austria. 
But one thing we did sing, Christmas 
Carols, from at least October until 
Christmas, and then, because we 
enjoyed them so much, we continued 
until spring came in April! So, yes, 
I really do LOVE Christmas carols 
and can sing them again and again. 
To me, they tell the story of what I 
believe, and for many who don’t go 
to church, this may well be all they 
will get of Christmas.

O little Town of Bethlehem, Away in a 
Manger, O Come all ye Faithful. What’s 
your favourite? I don’t really have a 
favourite, I love them all. But what 
about, We Three Kings and their star 
of wonder? Is that just a pious tradi-

tion that St. Matthew has included 
in his gospel—Matthew 2:1-12? If 
you would like to look into that a 
bit more—and understand enough 
German, try the Planitarium near 
Prater, here in Vienna. From the 
end of November until Christmas, 
they offer an astronomical, scientific 
view of what might lie behind St. 
Matthew’s story. You can find them 
at www.planetarium-wien.at or tel-
ephone 01/891 741 50000. 

Scholars point out that the eastern 
countries of Babylon, Syria and Iran 
had a very ancient tradition of star-
gazing, or astronomy, tied to their 
religious tradition of astrology, i.e. 
worshipping the stars and planets. 
Some modern day scientists seem 
to think that what the wise men 
saw may have been the conjunc-
tion of the two planets Jupiter and 
Saturn, in a part of the sky known 
as Pisces. All this would have had 
symbolic meaning at that time, 
and perhaps explains why 
those wise men set out on 
their long and arduous 
journey to look for the 
King of the Jews.

I wish us all the same 
perseverance and dili-
gence as we seek Jesus 
this Christmas.  
         Aileen

Singing our Faith
by the R

evd. A
ileen H

ackl
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On the Sixth Day ...

God made the beasts of the earth 
before he created mankind. On 

11 October, the Revd. Aileen Hackl 
bestowed God’s grace on our four-

legged family members at what 
has become a beautiful tradition at 
Christ Church: the Animal Blessing 
Service. 



31

On 20 September at the Peterskapelle, Hallein: Charlie Peter 
King

On 26 October at Christ Church, Isabella Olatokunbo Ojomo

On 16 November at Christ Church, Victoria Ndapandula Cerny

Sasha Zafiropulo-Stancik, Chloe Zaifropulo-Stancik, Philipp 
Pollanka, Jonathan Rudinsky, Chizzy Chukwuenyem, Muna 
Chukwuenyem

From the Church Registers

First Communion at Christ Church on 23 November

First Communion cakeBaptism of Victoria Ndapandula Cerny
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On Saturday 18th October mem-
bers of the Publicity Committee 

invited the chairs of the various 
Christ Church committees to a work-
shop on the church website. This 
was a discussion on the content of 
our website. Chair of the Publicity 
Committee, Lucille Curran, gave a 
brief update on the work the com-
mittee had done over the past few 
months. Beyond advertising church 
events the group has been working 
on defining the message and the look 
of our advertising to the wider public. 

Using the image of Christ from our 
church window in our advertising 
we are showing that Jesus and wor-
ship is at the centre of our life and 
all other activities flow from this 
central point. Claus Michalek, our 

Webmaster, gave a brief talk about 
how the website is constructed and 
how we can use it more effectively. 
After lunch, Claus led an exercise in 
which we mapped out the different 
areas we need to have on the web-
site.  We were all sent away to work 
on creating content for our pages. 
A follow up meeting is planned for 
sometime in February to look at 
how to create a uniform style and 
how to update information once we 
have decided what we are putting on 
the webpage. In 2015 the Publicity 
Committee plans to work on moving 
forward with the website as well 
as creating leaflets/brochures. (We 
were so busy discussing we didn’t 
think to take a picture so here is a 
photo of the result of our mapping 
exercise.)
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Dates for your Diary

Dec 3 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Dec 4 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group – The Rule of St Benedict
Dec 6 (Sat) 12.00-17.00 Advent Day of prayer and meditation
Dec 7 (Sun) 16.00 Christmas Carol sing-along 
Dec 11 (Thurs) 18.00 Christmas Service in Klagenfurt
Dec 13 (Sat) 09.30 Men’s breakfast and discussion
Dec 14 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and Nativity

18.00 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
Dec 20 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle Service
Dec 24 (Weds) 22.45 Midnight Mass
Dec 25 (Thurs) 08.00 Said Eucharist

10.00 Sung Eucharist with carols
Dec 28 (Sun) 08.00 + 10.00 The Holy Innocents
Dec 31 (Weds) 16.30 Said Eucharist with carols
Jan 3 (Sat) 16.00 Last chance carol sing-along at the   

Stevens’
Jan 4 (Sun) 08.00 + 10.00 Second Sunday of Christmas
Jan 6 (Tues) 10.00 Epiphany – Sung Eucharist
Jan 17 (Sat) 18.00 Service for the Tag des Judentums,   

Altkatholische Kirche,
Rauchfangkehrergasse 12, 1150 Wien

Jan 18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Jan 20 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Mike Stevens—Are we   

living in Nietzsche’s world?
Jan 21 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting
Jan 23 (Fri) 18.00 Ecumenical Service for the Week of   

Prayer for Christian Unity, Baptist   
Church, Mollardgasse

Jan 31 (Sat) Christ Church volunteers at ‘s Häferl
Feb 1 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
Feb 25 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting
March 6 (Fri) 12.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Host: Vienna Community Church
March 8 (Sun) Stewardship Presentation after 10.00  

and 18.00
March 25 (Weds) 19.00 Annual Church Meeting
April 11-18 Istanbul: Uncovering the past: 

Christ Church Trip
May 15-17 Annual Retreat Göttweig: potential   

speaker approached
May 29–31 Bishop Robert’s visit with Christ Church
May 29 (Fri) 18.00 Lange Nacht der Kirchen
May 31 (Sun)   

    DATE TIME EVENT



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




