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This month’s cover shows a painting by Stanley 
Spencer from his series of works “Christ in the 
Wilderness”. The reflections of Stephen Cottrell 
on five of these paintings will be the subject of 
the Thursday Lent group.
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Judy

For me, the new year always comes around with 
a profound sense of relief. I can pack away the 

Christmas paraphernalia and restore the living room 
to its less ornate but infinitely more dustable state 
of order. I can sit down and read a book without the 
inevitable guilt attack that I should be cooking, enter-
taining or otherwise partaking in the endless celebra-
tions of seasonal cheer. Like many others, however, 
I particularly enjoyed the Children’s Nativity, the 
Advent Carol Service and the Nine Lessons and Car-
ols at Christ Church, where our choir soared to new 
musical heights. John and I made a futile attempt to 
attend Midnight Mass—a long and much-loved tradi-
tion—but found all the seats were taken on account of 
the high number of once-a-year attendees. Of course 
it’s encouraging when outsiders visit our church, but 
I just wish it weren’t always on Easter Sunday and 
Christmas Eve! Next year I must make an effort to get 
there half an hour in advance of the service.

Now that the business of Christmas is over, I look for-
ward to my favourite part of the church calendar: Lent 
and finally Holy Week. I started attending a Lent group 
some three years ago, and find it to be an incredibly 
intense experience and an excellent preparation for 
Easter. I’d recommend it to anyone who hasn’t tried it 
before; there are three opportunities to attend a Lent 
group (see Notices on p21). There’s much to look 
forward to at Christ Church over the coming months, 
but it’s also important to take a certain time out for 
silence and self-examination. The initiative of Lucille 
Curran to hold a day of prayer and meditation at 
Christ Church in Advent was well received and I am 
sure that all those who dropped in during the course 
of the day were, like me, glad to take time off from 
Saturday Christmas shopping to enjoy a silent time 
in the church. Sometimes our services, particularly 
the Sunday 10 o’clock service, is so packed that we 
miss the opportunity for quiet prayer. 

Crossways continues this year with bi-monthly 
issues and I look forward to receiving your contribu-
tions, ideas and suggestions.



4

The Venerable Patrick Curran
Fr

om
 t

he
 D

es
k 

of
 t

he
 C

ha
pl

ai
n

Jesus famously said, “…you 
will hear of wars and rumours 

of war” (Matthew 24.6). These 
words continue to ring true. The 
online encyclopaedia Wikipedia 
has an entry under “List of ongo-
ing armed conflicts”. It lists forty 
ongoing conflicts dividing the 
list into two, based on whether 
a conflict has more or less than 
1,000 casualties a year. The old-
est ongoing conflict listed is the 
Kurdish conflict in Iran for inde-

pendence (that began in 1918) with 38 
casualties in 2013 and the most recent 
is the conflict in Northern Mali in 2012 
with numerous casualties.  

The European Union has its origins 
in a desire for lasting peace. It has 
served Europe well, but there is work 
to be done as the Yugoslav Wars 
(1991-2001) remind us. The present 
political turmoil in Ukraine has its 
origin in the desire of many Ukrain-
ians to draw closer to Europe. 2014 
is already dominated by discussions, 

books and commemorations to mark 
the centenary of the outbreak of the 
Great War as it was originally known.  
The changes that war brought to 
Europe were fundamental. Looking 
at maps from 1914 and 1922 shows 
how dramatic these political changes 
were, especially with the creation of 
Czechoslovakia in the heart of Eu-
rope. Two autobiographies by living 
Austrians, Arik Brauer (the artist) 
and Barbara Coudenhove-Kalergi 
(the journalist), were the focus of my 
post-Christmas-break reading. These 
biographies remind the reader in dif-
ferent ways of the history of Eastern 
European Jewry throughout the last 
century, together with their ongoing 
influence on western culture as well 
as the need for a lasting political 
solution for the states of Israel and 
Palestine, which would be beneficial 
for the whole region.

At Christ Church we are well re-
hearsed in the act of remembering 
with our annual act of Remembrance 
on Remembrance Sunday and at the 
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery 
in Klagenfurt on 11th November: Ar-
mistice Day. The 11th of November 
marks the armistice signed between 
the Allies of World War I and Germany 
at Compiègne, France, for the ces-
sation of hostilities on the Western 
Front. Last year at Christ Church we 
also remembered the children trans-
ports saving from Nazi terror large 
numbers of Jewish children in Austria 
and their collaborators, as well as the 
baptism of some 1800 Jewish persons 
by the Revds Grimes and Collard.
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Young adults are a little perplexed 
by this remembering. For them 1914 
seems like a long, long time ago as 
Don McClean sings in American Pie. 
Today, whether we like it or not we 
are directed and influenced by the En-
lightenment, the American and French 
Revolutions, the building of nation 
states throughout the 19th century 
to name a few of the inescapables. 

My father was born in 1911. He was 
both a British soldier and officer dur-
ing the Second World War and served 
in the Eighth Army for a time. My 
German mother was born in 1920 and 
remembers trying to return to Ham-
burg from Strasbourg, where she was 
studying pharmacy, unsure whether 
she would get home or not. She 
also remembers walking around the 
Ringstrasse in Vienna with her friend 
Gisela (later a good family friend) 
with unseasonable footwear in 1944. 

The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights was adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly on 10 De-
cember 1948. We often give ourselves 
up to the illusion that things are set-
tled. But there are discussions going 
on about the Enlightenment, nation 
states, human rights and yes, demo-
cratic institutions. In Austria there is 
an ongoing debate about referenda: 
To what extent should they be used by 
an elected government for governing, 
i.e. to do what they were elected to do 
in the first place? 

Jesus said, “… you will hear of wars 
and rumours of war”. As I grow older 
I am grateful for the peace, the free-

dom, the prosperity and the security 
I enjoy as someone living in the West. 
I know that it is not to be taken for 
granted; it is at a cost and in that I 
am privileged. I know this from my 
reading of history, which is one kind 
of remembering, and the biographies 
of my parents, which is another 
kind of remembering. Both types of 
remembering are a calling to mind 
(factual and personal) and both call 
for reflection. 

It is natural for the Anglo-Saxon world 
to mark the end of the cessation 
of hostilities on the Western Front 
on 11 November, but we in Europe 
might be better served by marking 
the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria on 28 June 1914 
in Sarajevo, and remembering how 
European states slithered into a war 
that ranks “only fifth” on the all-time 
list of recorded war casualties. I have 
not yet read Christopher Clark’s in-
fluential book The Sleepwalkers: How 
Europe Went to War in 1914, but I do 
know from wars entered into in my 
own time that they have a way of 
spinning out of control and that the 
people who suffer most are the civil-
ian populations and the troops and 
their families who are the political 
instruments of nation states.

In the German language there is a 
stock phrase derived from the Roman 
poet Ovid, which people like to quote: 
“Wehret den Anfängen!” It means take 
care of how things begin. If you do not 
get it right at the beginning it is bound 
to end badly. 
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The beginnings of the Christian faith 
are “in a stable dark and dim” as the 
hymn We have a gospel to proclaim 
states poetically. Hidden in a stable 
from the eyes of Herod, the diviners, 
the Scribes etc. In Jesus the Christian 
believes God does a new thing (Isaiah 

43.19). He turns the world upside 
down (Isaiah 29.16). My ways are 
not your ways, says the Lord (Isaiah 
55.18). These promises in the book of 
the prophet Isaiah find their fulfilment 
as well as their rooting in history in 
the birth at Bethlehem and are encap-
sulated for all to read in the Sermon 
on the Mount. A new thing? Turn the 
other cheek! Go the extra mile! Pray 
for your persecutors! Forgive others 
as you have been forgiven! Love your 
enemies!

Women’s World Day of Prayer is 
an international, inter-church 

organisation which enables us to hear 
the voices of women 
from all parts of the 
world: their hopes, con-
cerns and prayers. The 
preparation for the day, 
which is always the first 
Friday in March, is ex-
tensive. An international 
committee works from 
New York and each par-
ticipating country has its 
own national commit-
tee. Regional conferenc-
es meet to consider the 

service and then 
local groups make 
their plans. 

On 7 March, women 
and men will gather to celebrate using 
a programme of worship offered this 
year by women in Egypt. The theme of 
our service is ‘Streams in the Desert’ 
and we are asked to reflect on our 
Christian role of being a ‘stream in 
the desert’ for those who experience 
spiritual ‘drought’. We believe that 
the service from Egypt has universal 
appeal. The service in Vienna will be 
held at Christ Church on Friday, 7 
March at 12.30.

Streams in the Desert
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When I met Patrick to discuss the 
idea of starting a Royal School 

of Church Music (RSCM) youth choir 
in Christ Church I wasn’t expecting 
much resonance. I thought I would 
be given a list of all the reasons why 
it would be better not to. So I was 
greatly surprised to find someone 
who is open to new ideas and even 
encourages them. 

Christ Church in Vienna is a mem-
ber of the Royal School of Church 
Music, which does wonderful work 
throughout the UK and abroad to 
support church musicians of all 
kinds, recorder players and organists 
alike. They publish their own music, 
educational books and magazines. 
They offer courses and festivals and 
they are a real inspiration for anyone 
committed to spreading the gospel 
through music. 

I moved to Vienna from London in 
1993 to study the violin. I have found 
that there is often a chasm in church 
music here between Mozart, Schubert 
and co. on the one side and pop songs 
on the other. I happen to like both; it 

just depends what is used where 
and when. And how of course. 
The Christian message is 
challenging and our liturgy 
should reflect that as 
well as comfort. I am 
keen on taking young 
people from pop to more 
solemn music by using 
the wealth of the whole 
of sacred music through-
out the centuries. I be-
lieve a child can learn to 
love plainchant and also sing the 
latest Ö3 hit in harmony. I have heard 
it done.

For the last four years I have been 
leading a girls’ choir near Bruck an 
der Leitha, using the RSCM Voice 
for Life programme, which gives 
each child a book of music theory to 
complete and goals to achieve, after 
which they receive a certificate and a 
medal. We rehearse in English, with 
German when needed, and sing in the 
churches in our area. The emphasis 
in on quality of music, English and 
discovering our faith. I would like to 

start a Voice for Life Choir 
at Christ Church for youth 
from 12 to 18 years of age 
starting during 2014.

I would be delighted to 
hear from if you could take 
40 seconds to look at our 
blog and get in touch with 
your thoughts and advice! 
http://sarastimmband.
blogspot.co.at or joan.
avery@gmx.net.

by Joan A
very

A Voice for Life
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Almost all of Christ Church 
gathered after the Sunday 

service on 26 January, to salute 
Hyacinth Oesterlin and wish 
her well on her 80th birthday. It 
was an assembly that reflected 
the much appreciated and 
much deserved place of Hya-
cinth in the church community.  

Hya was born in Jamaica on 25 
January 1934, a year of much 
political and socio-economic 
activity on the model Caribbean 
island. Hyacinth hails from a 
relatively large Jamaican family, 
which, over time, now includes 
her three children, daughters 
Sharlie and Katy and son, 
Jeremy, all of whom have visited 
Christ Church Vienna at one 
time or another. Typical of most 
accomplished women, Hyacinth 
made sure that one of her daughters 
is a carbon copy of herself, looking 
every centimetre like the mother. 
A North American humorist once 
asserted that women had a way of 
literarily “recreating” themselves, 
giving birth to “clones”. Hyacinth 
married into a Swedish family and 

c a m e  t o 
Vienna following the death of her 
husband. In Vienna, she joined her 
famous brother, Lance Lumsden, 
who was well known in the city, 
involved as he was in sports and 
sports magazine publishing. 

Hya (as she is fondly known among 
family and close friends) came 
to Christ Church in 1997 and 
quickly joined the hands-on group, 
serving in various capacities: as 
lay assistant; sidesperson; Church 
Council Member; bazaar coordinator 
(for two years); synod representative 
and member of the Bishop’s Council 
for six years. She worked over a 
number of years in the church shop 

Happy Birthday, Hyacinth



9



and took on the task of advising young members of 
the congregation and helping ensure that many in the 
community attended church functions. And she is always 
on the lookout for newcomers and visitors to make them 
welcome at Christ Church. In 2011, Hyacinth was one of 
a select few from across the diocese who received the 
Maundy Award from HRM Queen Elizabeth II. 

Yes, it took Hyacinth no time to get to know most mem-
bers of our church, serving many as a dependable source 
of valuable advice/information on matters religious and 
personal. She stands out among those in the congregation 
who often need no guide books to help with songs and 
psalms and collects. Indeed, particularly admirable is her 
deep knowledge of the scriptures, the hymns, the psalms, 
bible quotes and, indeed, the traditions of the Anglican 
Communion. She credits her parents with this knowledge 
of hers. It is always a delight sitting next to Hyacinth in 
church: one could easily take over her hymn book, her 
bible, her Book of Common Worship (to use for oneself) 
because she knows each song, each quote, each psalm 
and each prayer by heart.  

Hyacinth often fondly recalls that her “transition from 
Gothenburg, Sweden, to Vienna” was enormously helped 
“because Chaplain Jeremy Peake (of blessed memory) 
welcomed me, took me under his wings, and I more or 
less transferred (my Gothenburg) activities and respon-
sibilities after the required time lapse … becoming fully 
integrated in the [Christ Church] community.” It has been 
her joy, Hyacinth says, “to be able to give back a little of 
what I received from the community which sustains me 
and puts up with my peculiarities.”

Ed: As the photos show, after the ten o’clock service on Sunday, 
26 January, members of the congregation had an opportu-
nity to congratulate Hyacinth on her “special” birthday. The 
outpouring of love and affection was a good indication of the 
high regard in which she continues to be held by her countless 
friends at Christ Church. 
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Mike and Christina visited some in-
teresting Episcopal churches during a 
recent stay in the United States. The 
April/May issue of Crossways 
will contain a description of those that 
particularly appealed to the Stevens. 
If anyone else has come across some 
striking churches on their travels, 
please write about them!by
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The Episcopal Church has deep 
roots in the United States. In a 

country that has always featured 
great diversity of Christian denomi-
nations, the Episcopal Church was 
especially prominent in the first cen-
tury of the American Republic. One 
reflection of this historical prominence 
is the fact that, in the hundred years 
after the 1789 adoption of the US 
presidential system, eight of the first 
21 presidents were Episcopalians—a 
record unmatched by any other de-
nomination.

However, like the Anglican Church in 
England, the Episcopal Church in the 
United States (ECUSA) has been los-
ing members steadily. Unlike England, 
though, indices of church member-
ship and participation in America are 
relatively high and the populace still 
largely identifies itself as Christian, 
making ECUSA’s decline all the more 
painful. Indeed in 2010, for the first 
time in decades, ECUSA membership 
fell below two million and the trend 
has yet to reverse.

At the same time, ECUSA has been the 
most emphatic of the provinces of the 
Anglican Communion worldwide in 
confronting modern issues of gender 
and sexuality. ECUSA’s governing 
bodies have felt and acted on a sense 
of urgency about justice and inclu-
siveness for all, breaking ranks with 
the rest of the Anglican Communion to 
do so and thereby straining relations 
with other provinces.  It decided that 
justice and openness to all God’s peo-
ple dictates full acceptance of women 

The US Episcopal Church ...

and homosexuals in all facets of the 
life of the church, including ordination 
to the priesthood and episcopal eleva-
tion. It became the first, and thus far 
only, province to elect a woman as its 
presiding bishop.  These actions have 
been controversial among Anglicans 
worldwide and in parts of the US 
itself as well.

Feelings run deep on both sides of 
the divide and some traditionalist 
congregations have sought to place 
themselves under more conservative 
African bishops or make other ar-
rangements that separate them from 
ECUSA episcopal unity. A number of 
costly lawsuits have been generated 
as local, break-away congregations 
struggle with ECUSA bishops over 
control of church property. Courts 
have tended to rule in favour of ECUSA 
dioceses which, in many instances, 
are handed a Pyrrhic victory: The 
diocese holds on to the buildings and 
other assets but most of the congrega-
tion follows its rebellious clergy out 
the door. However, projects to create 
a parallel Anglican-traditionalist de-
nomination have not prospered. Still, 
at this time, there is no end yet in sight 
to this debilitating struggle.
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That’s Christ Church in Alexandria, 
Virginia across the Potomac River 
from downtown Washington DC in 
the US. Christina and I crossed the 
Great Pond in October to attend the 
wedding of an old friend of mine from 
university days. This Christ Church 
is the Anglican/Episcopalian church 
that was home church to George 
Washington and his family. It is a 
handsome, “colonial style” building 
and a no-frills example of Anglican 
church construction (designed by 
James Wren) in America in the 18th 
century. 

Because of the Washington connec-
tion, Christ Church attracts many 
tourists, of course, and a stream 
over the centuries of distinguished 
visitors. One such visit occurred at a 
particularly dark moment in World 
War II when Franklin Roosevelt and 
Winston Churchill visited the church 
on 1 January 1942 to commemorate 
World Day of Prayer for Peace. 

Today, the parish has over 2,400 
members, making it one of the larger 
Episcopalian congregations in the 
country. The building is not very large; 
the brick two-storey church measures 
about 60 feet (18 m) by 50 feet (15 m). 
It packs worshippers into four Sunday 
services and is a much sought-after 
venue for weddings and same-gender 
blessings (i.e., two persons of the 
same gender committing themselves 
in union before God). 

Christ Church is recognizably Angli-
can in liturgy and practice and has an 
active outreach in the wider world, 

including a now 16-year covenanted 
relationship with the Anglican diocese 
of Renk in the war-torn new Republic 
of South Sudan.

My old college friend had lost his first 
wife, who was one of the innocent 
victims of September 11. Over the 
course of the past few years, Chris-
tina and I had come to know his new 
bride well and we 
joined joyfully 
with old friends 
and the bride and 
groom’s com-
bined children 
(seven daughters 
between them!) 
and grandchil-
dren to celebrate 
their new life to-
gether.

A good life is filled 
with new begin-
nings and this 
was a wonderful 
and blessed one 
to witness.

..including Christ Church
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It is an honour and a privilege 
to preach to you today at Christ 

Church! I have had a chance to meet 
so many of you, since my arrival here 
in mid-September to study the sub-
ject of the history of psychoanalysis 
and religion at the Sigmund Freud 
Museum! While I have been busily 
working my way through books and 
documents there, and learning about 
the history and culture of Vienna, 
Christ Church has truly been a church 
home-away-from-home for me. 
Your warm welcome and continuing 
friendship and hospitality has truly 
made these four-and-a-half months 
a very special time in my life that I 
will never forget!

The passage that especially stands 
out for me in today’s scripture read-
ings is at the end of the Gospel read-
ing, where two of John the Baptist’s 
disciples get curious about Jesus—this 
man whom John himself has pro-
claimed to be the Lamb of God, the 
saviour—and Jesus notices them and 
asks them, “What are you looking 
for?” “What are you looking for?” 
What an interesting, intriguing open-
ing line! Not “Hello,” “Good day,” or 
even “Who are you?” but “What are 
you looking for?” Depending on how 
you would read that line out loud, it 
could even sound a little rude! But I 
don’t read it that way. Jesus is just 
getting right down to the heart of 
the matter—that these two men, like 
all of us, are seeking something that 
goes to the depths of what life is all 
about: all the big questions: what it 
means to be alive and human, what 
it means to love, to suffer, to rejoice, 
to live, to die. Something deeper than 
they have encountered thus far in 
their lives—even as disciples of as 
prophetic and charismatic a figure as 
John the Baptist! Something deeper 
than can be found in the trends and 
fashions of the day, or the preoc-
cupations of daily life. Jesus knows 
that this is what they—and we—are 
always finally seeking, and he doesn’t 
waste any time getting right down to 
the depths with them.

Probably startled by this direct ques-
tion, the disciples do what most of us 
probably do when we are suddenly 
confronted with a question that goes 
to the depths of who we are and what by
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Guest Sermon: Epiphany II

Dr. Cooper-White is an Episcopal 
priest currently on sabbatical in Vi-
enna as the Freud-Fulbright Scholar 
of Psychoanalysis. She is conduct-
ing research on psychoanalysis and 
religion at the Freud Museum and 
teaching a seminar on Freud and 
Religion at the University of Vienna.
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we long for—they deflect his ques-
tion. They answer his question with 
a question: “Where are you staying?”

But Jesus will not be put off. He de-
flects their question in turn. He doesn’t 
give them a simple, concrete answer, 
like “Oh, I’m staying with this family 
I met who live at the corner of Jaurès-
gasse and Salesianergasse near the 
Belvedere on Rennweg—take the 71 
Strassenbahn.” Instead, he says, mys-
teriously, invitingly, “Come and see!”

This is also our invitation. “Come and 
see!” Jesus is not laying out a program 
for them, or a curriculum, or a dogma 
or doctrine, and in this particular 
passage in the Gospel of John he is 
also not defining or proclaiming who 
he is or why they should follow him 
further. In this instance, Jesus is not 
interested in telling, but in showing 
who he is, and ultimately, giving them 
a chance to experience what they—
and we—seek.

I love this passage because I think it 
says something important to us about 
the life of faith. That faith is not only, 
or even mostly, about intellectually 
agreeing to a set of theological propo-
sitions—although our thoughts about 
what we believe are not unimportant. 
But first and foremost our faith is not 
grounded in cognitive thoughts about 
who and what God is, who Christ is, 
and the meaning of life and death. Our 
faith begins, like these two seekers in 
today’s Gospel, with questions, not 
answers, and it grows through our 
experience of the grace and love of 
God in our lives.

The late Marianne Micks, professor 
of theology at the Episcopoal Virginia 
Theological Seminary in the United 
States, wrote a beautiful, very ac-
cessible book about the articles of 
the Nicene Creed called Loving the 
Questions. She made the case that 
our faith, as expressed in the creeds 
of the church, is always evolving, and 
even the ways in which we interpret 
the very basic formulas that were 
handed down to us in the ancient 
creeds will always be interpreted 
and re-interpreted by the questions 
of each subsequent age, the ques-
tions that arise uniquely in each new 
time and place. Micks values doubt 
as an important companion to faith, 
because, as she says, 

Are we meant to shelve all our doubts 
and uncertainties as we recite the 
ancient words then? By no means. 
Worshipping God does not mean 
turning off our minds. Quite the 
contrary. Within the context of faith 
[itself] all sorts of questions arise, and 
they should. A faith unventilated by 
doubt is as stuffy as a closed room. 
Doubt…is [implied in] faith. As some-
one … once wisely said, “I respect 
faith, but doubt is what gets you an 
education.”(!)

As Anglicans, we value reason togeth-
er with Scripture and the traditions of 
the church, as one of the underpin-
nings of theology. Citing the Eliza-
bethan theologian Richard Hooker, 
who in many ways articulated this 
fundamental working principle of An-
glican theology most completely and 
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compellingly, Micks says, “[R]eason 
is the sister of Wisdom in the Bible; 
it is not the reason of the eighteenth 
century [rationalist] theology” —that 
is, it involves the heart, and experi-
ence, not just the head. Reason is far 
from a systematic set of answers, but 
rather, the human capacity to ask 
questions—and as we grow, we do 
not just discover better answers for 
our questions, but we discover deeper 
and deeper questions.

The phrase “loving the questions” 
comes from Rainer Maria Rilke in his 
Letters to a Young Poet: “Try to be 
patient towards all that is unresolved 
in your heart and try to love the ques-
tions themselves, like locked rooms 
or words in a very foreign tongue. Do 
not seek answers that you cannot 
understand at this time, but learn to 
live the questions themselves. Then, 
in some distant day, you may live into 
the answers. “

It’s all the more striking that Jesus’ 
open-ended invitation, “Come and 
see,” and in fact this entire narrative of 
the calling of the disciples, is in John’s 
Gospel, that most theological of the 
Gospels, where so often the Gospel 
message is couched in the language of 
symbols, metaphors, and, yes, theo-
logical propositions about belief and 
truth. Yet, at the outset, John simply 
tells a story, and it is not a story of a 
pronouncement, but a story of invita-
tion to seekers.

This, I think, is the way faith actually 
works. From the Latin word “fides,” 
which can be translated either as 

“belief” or as “trust,” I think at times 
the Christian tradition has placed far 
too much emphasis on the former 
definition—“belief”—so that faith 
gets reduced to saying “yes” to a set 
of propositions, or doctrines, that are 
handed down from generation to gen-
eration, or imposed as “right belief” 
by a particular hierarchy within the at 
times all-too-human institution of the 
church. Yet, such beliefs cannot mere-
ly be “handed down” unquestioned. 
Sometimes, as we have it in the won-
derful English hymn, “time makes 
ancient goods uncouth.” New times, 
new circumstances, Christian faith 
“mixing it up” anew in ever-widening 
cultures, peoples, and nations—all of 
these encounters between the Chris-
tian faith and the “new” call for new 
questions, for which unexamined old 
answers may not suffice. 

On the contrary, however, if we regard 
faith as “trust,” we open all kinds of 
new possibilities. There will always 
be a strong core, a centre, to the 
Christian tradition, which is what 
the creeds try—in our very imperfect 
human way—to capture. There will 
always be a central Christian narra-
tive, the paschal mystery, which is 
the sacred pattern of faith offered for 
our own most deeply fulfilled living 
and dying—the pattern of Christ’s life 
of healing and penetrating through 
hypocrisy and injustice; Christ’s will-
ingness to die rather than to give in to 
the powers and principalities of evil, 
and Christ’s rising to new life—surely 
a truth that we can never wholly com-
prehend with our minds alone.
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But if we consider faith to be our trust 
in God, in the fundamental goodness 
of creation and in the power of Love 
that shapes and directs and re-creates 
us and the entire cosmos, then we 
can also love the questioning and 
the seeking that are a part of what it 
means to be fully human. At the same 
time, we can put aside our judgments 
about our doubts and fears, because 
to have doubts and fears are also a 
part of the Christian journey. The 
risen Christ, like Jesus in today’s Gos-
pel, answers our questions not with 
dogma, but with invitation: “Come 
and see!”

The Anglican biblical scholar Marcus 
Borg offers us a similar understanding 
of faith in his beautifully written book 
with the paradoxical title, Meeting 
Jesus Again for the First Time.  In his 
book, Borg describes how for years 
he was a respected Bible scholar, who 
could tell you all kinds of things about 
the historical sources of biblical texts, 
critical interpretations of scripture, 
and their intended meanings. But it 
was not until he personally encoun-
tered the power of “knowing Jesus,” 
as opposed to just “knowing about 
Jesus” that he fully entered a life of 
faith. For Borg, this did not mean 
suddenly having all the answers, but 
rather, placing his trust in a relation-
ship—indeed, a saving relationship, a 
relationship that led to wholeness—
with God in Christ.

Finally, that’s what the invitation 
“Come and see” also offers to us—not 
only showing us about God’s saving 

activity in the world, but inviting us 
into a relationship with God. As the 
psalmist wrote (echoing as well the 
prophets): “Burnt offering and sin-
offering you have not required; then 
I said, Lo, I come.” What does God 
require? Not that we have to perform 
all kinds of deeds and sacrifices, nor 
that we have to try to “believe six 
impossible things before breakfast; 
count them, Alice” as Lewis Carroll 
wrote in Through the Looking Glass. 
God knows that we are seekers first, 
God loves our questions, just as God 
finally is Love, and God loves us—
each and every one of us—beyond 
anything “we could ever ask or im-
agine.” We might even say, following 
St. Augustine, that it is God’s own self 
who gives us the capacity to ask these 
deepest questions about the meaning 
of our lives, and even gives us the 
questions themselves:

But how can I call unto my God, my 
God and Lord? For in calling unto Him, 
I am calling Him to me: and what 
room is there in me for my God, the 
God who made heaven and earth? Is 
there anything in me, O God, that can 
contain You? ... And if You are already 
in me, since otherwise I should not be, 
why do I cry to You to enter into me? 
... Where do I call You to come to, 
since I am in You? Or where else are 
You that You can come to me?

So the invitation from Christ to “come 
and see” respects our questions, loves 
our questions, and even gives us the 
ability in the first place to seek—
because as seekers we are already 

continued on p 28
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First Sunday of Lent

Sunday next before Lent

Second Sunday of Lent

Third Sunday of Lent

Joseph of Nazareth

Shrove Tuesday Ash Wednesday

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mothering Sunday

Annunciation of 
our Lord to the 
Blessed Virgin 

Mary08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong

30

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group

March 2014
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09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council  
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Lent Group
10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Lent Group
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group 
10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Lent Group
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group
10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Lent Group
19.00 Choir Practice

Joseph of Nazareth

Ash Wednesday

28 29

12.30 Women’s World
 Day of Prayer
 at Christ Church

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group

Wednesday

12 13 14 15

22212019

26 27

5 6 7 8
Thursday Friday Saturday

09.30 Said Eucharist  
 with Imposition  
 of Ashes

19.00 Said Eucharist  
 with Imposition  
 of Ashes

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return; 
turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ”
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What is Confirmation? It is a mature confession of faith that Jesus is Lord. 
During the service confirmands affirm (confirm) the promises made at their 
baptism as baby/child unable to speak for themselves. Parents and godparents 
should be present.

How can I tell if I am ready for Confirmation? People mature in their faith in dif-
ferent ways and at different ages. It is important that you come to Confirmation 
with a firm personal conviction that it is right for you at this point in your life. 
You should pray about this and ask others in your church to pray for you. You 
should talk to the Chaplain and even if you are unsure about being confirmed 
you may wish to participate in the confirmation course to explore your faith 
further as you think about it.

Bishop David Hamid is coming to Christ Church, Vienna for the weekend of 
17/18 May. If there are any candidates for confirmation they should let the 
Chaplain know and also register with the office. Confirmation classes will begin 
in the middle of February. So far there are four candidates (two young adults 
and two teenagers).

Soundings restarts in February with three sessions on the Church of the Latter 
Day Saints (the Mormon Church) prepared by Revd. Jan Jensen. It may come 
as a surprise to know that The Church of the Latter Day Saints is a recognised 
Church in Austria. I am grateful to Jan for sharing his knowledge and experience 
of this church with us. The dates are 4, 11 and 25 February at 19.15 for 19.30. 
We aim to finish at 21.00.

Please note that the retreat this year is on the 23-25 May weekend. The retreat 
conductor is Brother Samuel of the Anglican Society of St Francis. Please register 
with Andrew Rooke by sending him an email (am.rooke@tele2.at). Andrew will 
acknowledge receipt of your registration. Copy the office into the email. Register 
now as space is limited and to avoid disappointment. The retreat will be held 
at the Benedictine of Göttweig.

There will be a repeat performance of the Seven Last Words of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ on the Cross by Joseph Haydn, played by the string quartet Ensemble 
Prisma. The performance at Christ Church is intended as a musical devotion 
during Lent. To help cover costs a donation of EUR15 will be asked of those 
attending. As space is limited, please register with the church office. The date 
is Saturday, 12 April (the eve of Palm Sunday). The devotion begins at 19.00.
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As in the past, there will be three Lent groups, one meeting on Tuesday evenings, 
and the others on Thursday morning and again in the evenings, 

The Tuesday Lent group that meets at 19.00 in the Church Centre is based 
on the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent book for 2013 entitled Abiding. It was 
written by Ben Quash, who is Professor of Christianity and the Arts at King’s 
College, London, England.  The theme is “Abide in Me, as I abide in you… “ (John 
15.4) As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. (John 
15.9)Abiding is not a word we have much use for in everyday conversation. Ben 
Quash shows that this one concept is central to the Christian life. Abiding, as 
Quash demonstrates, has the sense of full personal commitment, a quality of 
solidarity that ‘waiting’ just cannot convey. It speaks of the centrality of order, 
consistency and continuity in the Christian tradition, of God’s commitment to 
us and ours to our communities. On the other hand, the kind of ‘abiding’ that 
Jesus calls his followers to is one of relinquishment, openness and change, …
so as to ‘abide’ in Him. Drawing on the wisdom and imagery of modern fiction, 
film and art, as well as examples of key figures in the classical Christian tradi-
tion, Quash … explores the implications that “abiding” has for our bodies and 
minds, our relationships and communities, and our spiritual lives.

Please register with the Church Office Administrator and order your book ASAP 
and no later than 16 February. It costs about EUR 10. 

The Thursday morning Lent group will meet in the 10th district near Reuman-
nplatz between 9.30 and 11.00 while the evening group will meet in the 22nd 
district near the Vienna International Centre from 18.15-20.00. This year is 
slightly different from the past, as we will be discussing the theme Christ in the 
Wilderness while looking at the paintings of Stanley Spencer and the reflec-
tions of Stephen Cottrell. Anybody who wants a book Christ in the Wilderness, 
should let the Revd. Aileen Hackl know by Sunday, 5 February so that they can 
be ordered from England at a cost of £10. Please call Aileen if you would like to 
attend (0650/4050892). The dates are 13, 20 and 27 March and 3 and 10 April.

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, is on 5 March. As usual there are two 
services: at 9.30 and 19.00. Both services are with the Imposition of Ashes. 
Ash Wednesday like Good Friday is a special day of discipline and self-denial 
that we usually shorten to “fasting”. The original meaning of the word Lent is 
spring. During Lent it is the Christian practice to give up something, but also 
take something on like joining a Lent group, reading a book on some aspect of 
Christian theology or spirituality, making a commitment to come to a weekday 
service, giving oneself especially to works of charity etc. Clergy are available to 
provide spiritual direction and to hear confessions.
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My “home church“ is the Angli-
can church St Catherine’s in 

Stuttgart, Germany.

In the spring of 2008 I moved back 
to Stuttgart after having spent a few 
months working in Paris where I had 
attended the interdenominational 
American Church of Paris (www.
acparis.org). Because I had enjoyed 
the very international atmosphere 
there so much, I wanted to find an 
equally lively and English-speaking 
congregation back at home. As luck 
would have it, St. Catherine’s was 
just around the corner from my 
apartment. 

Conveniently located in downtown 
Stuttgart’s “Bohnenviertel”, St. 
Catherine’s, or Sankt Katharina, was 
built with money from a bequest by 
Catherine Masson, the sick daughter 
of a wealthy English family, who 
had come to Stuttgart in the hope 
that a cure in the nearby Cannstatt 
baths would help her. Before she 
died in 1860, she made sure that 
her inheritance be used for building 
a church for the growing number 
of English spa guests and business 
people living in the area. The church, 
actually the first foreign congrega-
tion allowed in Stuttgart, was built 
on the Katharinenplatz and was 
actually named in honour of not 
one, but three Catharines: the men-
tioned Catherine Masson, but also 
Katharina Pawlowna of Russia, the 
queen of Württemberg after whom 
the location is named—and Saint 

St Catherine’s, Stuttgart
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Catharine of Alexandria to whom the 
church was dedicated in 1864. Until 
World War I St Catharine’s is said to 
have had an active and prosperous 
congregation.

It was the Old Catholics who prac-
tically “saved” the church during 
and after World War I and well into 
World War II. At the invitation of the 
Anglican priest of the time, the Angli-
can and Old Catholic congregations 
had been sharing the church building 
since 1907. (One could say that that 
invitation was a first step down the 
road that finally would lead to the 
official Bonn agreement of 1931!) By 
keeping their services going, when 
most of the English population had 
left Stuttgart, the Old Catholic com-
munity made sure the building was 
intact and maintained—until, in 
the fall of 1944, when the city was 
heavily bombed, St. Catherine’s was 
almost completely destroyed.

The Old Catholics saved the church 
a second time: When after WWII the 
city government of Stuttgart wanted 
to scrape the rubble away —and the 
Church of England was focusing on 
rebuilding churches in England, not 
Germany—the Old Catholics pur-
chased the rubble from the Church 
of England and rebuilt the church, 
using the old stones and broken bits, 
so that St Catharine’s could continue 
life in Stuttgart—with new owners. 
Since 1957, when the Old Catholic 
invited and welcomed the Anglicans 
back, both congregations have been 
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using the building together. 
As of today, they continue to 
have a close relationship and 
celebrate a bilingual service 
together on every 5th Sun-
day of the month. 

Today’s congregation of “St 
Cat’s” consists of around 
250 people, many of whom 
are members of or affiliated 
with one of the various US 
military facilities located in 
the area (for example the 
headquarter of the United 
States European Command 
or several US bases). Al-
though US Americans are 
the largest group, people from more 
than 30 nations attend the services. 

Even though relatively small in num-
bers, St Cat’s offers a widespread 
spiritual and social life: In an average 
month, there are Bible classes, Sun-
day school, ladies’ evening group, 
men’s pub night or choir practice 
on the agenda. It doesn’t stop there: 
picnics, pot lucks and other occa-
sions for fellowship make sure eve-
ryone gets to know each other and 
also knows their way around in the 
city of Stuttgart. 

Other important dates in the church 
year are the increasingly popular 
“Service of Nine Lesson & Carols” 
(600 visitors in 2013!), a gospel con-
cert in the spring, an English book 
sale and, yes, an advent bazaar! 
The profits of these events go to the 

various outreach programmes of 
the church, both in Stuttgart (shel-
ters, food banks) and elsewhere (for 
example the Anglican St George’s 
Church in Baghdad, Indian Widows 
project etc.).

All these various activities are ad-
ministered by the very dedicated 
and enthusiastic Reverend Kenneth 
Dimmick who came to Stuttgart in 
2006 after previously having served 
as a minister in Texas and Louisiana 
(yes, of course he knows Jady Koch!). 
He particularly enjoys serving in St 
Catherine’s international and unify-
ing atmosphere: “The whole world 
is praying together here, and Jesus 
unites us.” His special interests lie 
in outreach and mission planning, 
so in addition to his various duties 
in Stuttgart he is very involved in the 
Ulm Mission, a small but growing 
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English speaking congregation some 
70 km away, that meets on Sunday 
evenings on a frequent basis. 

Even though I only spent 18 months 
in Stuttgart before moving to Vienna, 
I remember St Catherine’s as a very 
active and welcoming community. 
And I hope to be able to take 
part in the next high point for the 
church that is on the agenda this 
summer: As 2014 marks the 170th 
Anniversary of the Anglican Church’s 
presence in Stuttgart, St Catherine’s 
is planning a great festivity – a 
“homecoming” – including worship 
services, concerts, lectures and 
cocktail parties (see stcatherines-
stuttgart.de). All former members 
and clergy, friends of the church 
and international benefactors are 
asked to come “home” to Stuttgart 
to participate in a festive gathering 
and to bring photos, memorabilia, 

or any items that has any relation 
to the church, its congregation and 
its history. Any member of Christ 
Church Vienna who might have 
any connection to St Catherine’s, 
Stuttgart, is cordially invited.

Opening prayer of Women’s World Day of Prayer on 7 March
God our Father, we thank you for the oneness in Christ.
With the Psalmist, we praise you, Lord, with all our being.
We will be glad and rejoice in you,
We will sing praise to your name, O Most High.
Thank you, Father, for Jesus Christ our Lord, who died for us,
And for the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
Help us proclaim your wonders through every thought, word and deed.
In Jesus' name.
Amen

Prayer of the Month
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In and Around Christ Church

Last year’s Nativity Play was on a more modest scale 
than previous years, both in terms of length and 

number of players, yet what it lost in volume it made 
up in originality and enthusiasm! Crackers, reindeer, 
candy sticks and Father Christmas himself joined the 
more traditional Nativity characters, while the fairies 
looked to all intents and purposes like little angels. Once 
again, a sterling production by Alexander Schmidt and 
her helpers and well done children!

Revd. Jan Jensen preached at St. 
Joseph’s Cathedral in Bucharest, 

Romania on Saturday, 18 January. 
The service marked the beginning 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. The congregation numbered 
around 400, and Jan’s homily was 
translated by the tall man standing to 
his right. St. Joseph’s Cathedral is the 
principal Roman Catholic church in 
Bucharest and was built in 1883 and 
designed by the Austrian architect 
Friedrich Schmidt.

Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity

Nativity Play 2013



26

by
 C

la
us

 V
og

l

Not far from Vienna, the Danube 
carved out the valley of Wachau 

into the granite stones that make 
up the Waldviertel (a woody area in 
North Eastern Lower Austria). At the 
entrance of this valley stands the ab-
bey of Melk, at the exit the abbey of 
Göttweig. Both were founded at the 
end of the 11th century during the 
reign of the Babenbergs, have been 
following the rule of St. Benedict and 
have survived until now. But while 
the abbey of Melk was finished com-
pletely in the Baroque style, the abbey 
of Göttweig remained un-
finished. In fact, only one 
of the clocks on the church 
towers functions, the other 
is painted on, an austerity 
measure during the reign 
of Emperor Joseph II. The 
church building of Göt-
tweig abbey was originally 
Gothic, but the interior 
has been “modernized” in 
Baroque times. 

After the Göttweig abbey 
burned down in 1718, the 
abbot Gottfried Bessel (1714-
1749) commissioned Lucas 
von Hildebrandt to design a 
rebuilding in the style of the 
Royal seat of San Lorenzo 
del Escorial close to Madrid 
in Spain. The Escorial also 
served as a model for many 
other Baroque abbeys. 

In Göttweig, the designs were 
so lavish that the abbot was 
nearly sacked because of the 
financial strain. The Kaiser-

stiege (imperial staircase) in Göt-
tweig is considered one of the major 
masterpieces of Baroque architecture. 
The fresco, executed by Paul Troger, 
depicts the emperor Charles VI, the 
father of Maria Theresia, as Apollo. 
It is situated on the north side of the 
abbey. The entrance to the abbey was 
planned to be from the West, but this 
part was not finished. Nowadays, 
the buildings of St. Altmann are situ-
ated there and are used for retreats 
including the annual Christ Church 
retreat. We have felt welcome at 

Unequal Siblings: 

The Abbey of Göttweig
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Göttweig over the years. We 
have also enjoyed the sur-
roundings of the abbey. Like 
most Benedictine abbeys, 
Göttweig is located at the top 
of a hill. It provides a nice 
view of the eastern part of the 
Wachau valley, the vineyards 
on the hills, and the town of 
Krems on the other side of the 
Danube. 

The abbey of Melk is a major 
tourist attraction because it 
can be considered a Baroque 
Gesamtkunstwerk (total work of 
art). It was built between 1702 and 
1736 to designs of Jakob Prandtauer. 
As in Göttweig, Paul Troger painted 
impressive frescoes in the imperial 
tracts, some of them giving the illusion 
of depth. These rooms are now part 
of the museum. When I was show-
ing friends around, we had a hard 
time not to disturb the continuous 
stream of guided tours. The library 
contains many medieval manuscripts. 

The church building was also com-
pletely rebuilt during Baroque times. 
It was renovated recently and now is 
covered with gold foil. The frescoes 
inside the church were painted by 
Michael Rottmayr. The garden outside 
was also designed during Baroque 
times. During the season, it is also 
well worth a visit as is the Renais-
sance castle of Schallaburg about two 
kilometers from the Melk abbey.

Umberto Eco made the monk Adson 
of Melk a protagonist in his novel The 
Name of the Rose as a tribute to the ab-

bey’s famous library. The abbey has 
been home to a school, which was 
initially modelled after the schools of 
the Jesuits. Also due to its academic 
status the abbey was not closed by 
the emperor Joseph II.

Finally, I want to draw attention to  
the patron saint of the town and 
monastery, whose remains are kept 
inside a sarcophagus in the church 
building: St. Coloman. According to 
legend, he was the son of an Irish 
king. Because of his strange clothes 
and foreign language, the inhabitants 
of this embattled corner of the king-
dom imprisoned, tortured, and finally 
killed him by hanging him from an 
elder tree. Soon after his death, mira-
cles started and he was recognized as 
a saint. Fear of foreigners is not an 
invention of our times.

Melk and Göttweig



Melk Abbey

Visited any interesting places re-
cently? Share your experiences with 
other Crossways readers!
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and always in the loving embrace of 
relationship with the One who, in 
Isaiah’s words, called us even before 
we were born. God has known us and 
loved us forever, from the beginning 
of time and unto eternity, and as we 
seek, what we will discover, more 
and more, through life and death 
and beyond death itself, is that deep 
and abiding love of God from which 
nothing can separate us.

This relationship, finally, is also for 
Christians expressed most fully in 
and through the Eucharist, and by 
extension, through that Holy Com-
munion, the fellowship we share 
with one another. Richard Hooker’s 
solution to the very problematic 
question during the Reformation of 
whether and how Christ is present 
in the bread and wine by saying that 
Christ is truly present in the Eucha-
rist, not only in the elements on the 
altar (however mysteriously that may 
be), but in the gathered assembly of 
the congregation.

Paul’s epistles, like the epistle read-
ing today, always begin with a state-

ment of relationship: “I give thanks 
to my God always for you because 
of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus.” 

These are also my words of thanks-
giving to you, my friends at Christ 
Church! We have been bound to-
gether by God’s love for each of us, 
and as we come to this table today, 
we come, like John’s disciples, to 
meet Christ again. So, in the words 
of the Psalmist, “put your trust in the 
Lord.” We have our faith not just in 
our minds, but in our eyes and ears, 
our hearts, our bodies, our feelings, 
our songs and words and actions. 
So get up with your body, like John’s 
disciples, move your feet and come! 
Come to this table, come and see—
and together we will seek and find 
nothing less than the protecting, 
sheltering and commissioning love 
of God that sends us out again into 
the world to “be a light to the na-
tions,” to share the good news in 
our words and deeds, that God loves 
the whole world, without exception! 
What are you looking for? Come and 
see! Amen. 

continued from p15
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Dates for your Diary

DATE  TIME   EVENT

Feb 2 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Feb 4 (Tues) 19.30 Soundings—Revd Jan Jensen on the    

  Church of the Latter Day Saints (continues on   

  11 and 25 Feb)

Feb 22 (Sat) 09.30 “Just listen”, Session 2

Feb 26 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Mar 2 (Sun)  18.00 Choral Evensong

March 5 (Wed)  09.30  Ash Wednesday Said Eucharist with 

   imposition of ashes

  19.00 Ash Wednesday Said Eucharist with 

   imposition of ashes

March 7  (Fri) 12.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer

March 12 (Wed) 18.30 Church Council meeting

March 26 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

March 30 (Sun) 10.00 Mothering Sunday – Family Eucharist

April 2, 2014 19.00 Annual Church Meeting

April 12 (Sat)  Last Seven Words, Haydn – Ensemble Prisma

April 17 (Thur) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy

April 18 (Fri) 12.30 Ecumenical Service

  18.00 Good Friday Liturgy

April 19 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil

April 20 (Sun) 08.00 Easter Day: Said Eucharist

  10.00 Sung Eucharist

April 30 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

May 14 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

May 18 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation

May 23 (Fri)  Lange Nacht der Kirchen

May 23-25  Retreat at Stift Göttweig



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




