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those of the individual authors and should 
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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

This month’s cover shows last year’s Children’s 
Nativity Play at Christ Church. Preparations for 
this year’s play are in full swing, and it will be 
performed on Sunday, 15 December at 10.00. 
We look forward to it! 
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Judy

Gazing up at the beautiful stained glass window 
above the altar today, Christ’s words to the “good” 

robber as they hung side by side on the cross echoed 
through my mind: “Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise”. These have always been my fa-
vourite words in the Bible and ones that never failed to 
send a shiver through me. My joy was complete when 
I heard our Chaplain utter the exact same words in 
today’s Gospel reading (Luke 23.33-43). And yet two 
Christmases ago, when my granddaughter was not 
yet three and I was trying to keep her quiet in church 
by pointing out Christ and the saints depicted on that 
window, she categorically refused to acknowledge that 
the central figure was indeed that of Christ. “No, Nanna” 
she affirmed in her crystal clear voice for all around to 
hear, “Baby Jesus is a baby not a man. Don’t you know 
Away in a Manger?” It isn’t easy to fit the life of Jesus 
Christ neatly into the calendar and I understood her 
confusion. Now, as Christmas approaches, we rejoice in 
the birth of the infant Christ. Just three or four months 
later, we mourn his death and celebrate his resurrection. 
When push comes to shove, I don’t suppose it matters 
whether one’s image of Christ is that of a new-born 
king, a child preaching in the temple, a grown man 
gathering his disciples on the Sea of Galilee, a dying 
mortal on the cross, or as the Saviour whose return we 
are eagerly awaiting. For the time being, the image of 
Baby Jesus signals love, joy and familial togetherness, all 
qualities that will ensure a happy holy season despite 
the secular commercialism that continues its pervasive 
attempts to ambush Christmas. 

Christ Church will be hosting several services and events 
guaranteed to bring us into the festive season, starting 
with the Advent Carol Service on 1 December, through 
to the 10.00 Christmas Day Service. The Christingle 
Service on 21 December is always a favourite of my 
granddaughter and other little ones, the Nativity Play is 
a highlight for all parents, while Midnight Mass brings 
many new or seldom glimpsed faces to Christ Church. 
Look carefully at the calendar and make sure you 
don’t miss anything! I wish you a peaceful, blessed 
Christmastide, wherever you are and however you 
choose to celebrate it.   
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In November I attended the 
consecration of the new 

chapel at the Rudolfstiftung 
(hospital) in Vienna in the 
third district. The service was 
conducted by Metropolitan 
Arsenios Kardamakis (Greek 
Orthodox Bishop for Austria), 
Bishop Franz Scharl (Suffragan 
RC Bishop for the Archdiocese 
of Vienna) and Superinten-
dent Hans-Jörg Lein (who has 

oversight of the Lutheran parishes 
in Vienna). It was an ecumenical 
occasion. It was clear to all in at-
tendance that this chapel is to be a 
shared Christian space. 

Recently Ripon Cuddesdon College 
(a college for those training for the 
ordained ministry of the Church 
of England) has been given a new 
chapel. The gift of this beautiful 
modern chapel was made pos-
sible by a generous donation from 
the Community of St John Baptist. 
It is a marvellous space and like 
our own chapel 
it is dedicated 
to the Glory of 
God for wor-
ship and prayer. 
“Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God 
Almighty,  who 
was and is and is 
to come!” (Rev-
elation 4.8). The 
chapel has won 
numerous acco-
lades.

I remember well talking to a friend 
during my time in Bradford. She 
was the head of Arts and Design at 
Bradford Ilkley Community College. 
At the time she was musing about 
the place a chapel (sacred space) 
should occupy in an institution. She 
maintained firmly that it should be 
physically at the heart of the com-
munity – be it a hospital, police 
force, prison, college etc.

Anyone who has visited Lainz hos-
pital with its majestic church at the 
heart of the hospital complex will 
know what I mean. The impressive 
art nouveau chapel at Steinhof is an-
other example. We can also think of 
the magnificent chapel (used in the 
main for state occasions) at the heart 
of the second largest cemetery in Eu-
rope, our very own Zentralfriedhof.

This calls to mind what two African 
women said to me recently, when we 
had a moment to chat. They said that 
to their mind one main difference 
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between Africans and Europeans 
was that Africans put God first, and 
Europeans work. Of course this is a 
generalisation, but it does touch a 
nerve. Why do many of us, wherever 
we come from, excuse our neglect 
of worship, prayer and service with 
reference to our work?

The notice sheet (wrap) for the 
week of 17 November quoted the 
famous passage from the Book of 
Ecclesiastes saying that “there is 
time for everything under heaven”, 
and ended with Ronald Blythe’s 
observation, “There is in a lifetime 
a time for everything once we have 
learned how to find the time. That 
is the secret.”

Making space, finding time, giving 
freely, being there for others —these 
are the elusive concerns of our day, 

the things that often get short-
changed. There was a funeral that 
I wanted to attend, but I put duty 
first. There was a trip I wanted to or-
ganise, but there simply was not the 
time. There was a person I wanted to 
visit, but it got crowded out. 

Advent and Christmas call us to 
make time, to make space, and the 
New Year with its resolutions will 
again ask us to put our lives in order. 
I wonder how many will do this with 
God at the heart of this centring, 
who as Bishop David writes in his 
Christmas message has ‘pitched his 
tent amongst us!”

Beginning in January Christ Church is sponsoring a basic listening skills 
course entitled Just Listen, which has been prepared by the Acorn Christian 
Healing Foundation. There are six modules. The titles are 
Tuning In,
What kind of Listener am I? 
Developing a Listening Attitude, 
Identifying Obstacles, 
Doorways to Good Listening,  
Ideas to Inspire You. 
We will meet on three Saturdays from 9.30-12.30. The dates are 25 January, 
8 and 22 February. Angela Peake-Herzog is our host at her home. Space is 
limited. Please register early not to be disappointed. For more information 
visit the link http://www.acornchristian.org/listening/just-listen.

Are you a good listener?
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Christmas Message

These awesome words will soon 
echo around the world as the 

Christmas Gospel is proclaimed 
in churches everywhere. They an-
nounce that the ancient promise to 
God’s people is fulfilled in a surpris-
ing way, when the Eternal Word of 
God enters into time and becomes 
Emmanuel, God with us. The infinite, 
invisible, mysterious God becomes 
known and accessible to us in the 
life of a human being, Jesus Christ.

The original Greek of this text is 
more nuanced than our translations 
reveal. “Lived among us” is actually 
more like “pitched his tent with us”. 
We are drawn back to the Exodus 
story of the tent or tabernacle in 
the desert, where God dwelt during 
the wanderings of God’s people fol-
lowing their flight from Egypt. God 
comes to us and dwells with us in 

a way that is humble and earthy – 
close to the soil, like in a tent. 

From the doctrine of the Incarna-
tion we know that the mission of 
the Church is not about bringing 
God’s presence to the world, for the 
Incarnate One has already done this 
by “pitching his tent” with us. The 
mission of the Church and the task 
of her members is to find out where 
God’s presence, God’s Spirit, is ac-
tive in the world and pitch our tents 
alongside and work alongside that 
active presence. Thus throughout 
the Advent Season, the Church prays 
each morning: 

“As we look for your coming among 
us this day, open our eyes to behold 
your presence and our hands to do 
your work.”(Morning Prayer in Ad-
vent, Common Worship)

It is a task of discernment to open 
our eyes to see where God’s pres-
ence is at work. The Gospel teaches 
us that the very sign of the Incar-
nation was so humble that very 
few, except for the poor shepherds, 
even took notice of it. A little baby, 
wrapped in swathing bands and laid 
in a manger is a sign that is so eas-
ily overlooked. It is a sign that is far 
from triumphant; it is not magnifi-
cent in splendour, but lowly, gentle 
and even fragile and vulnerable. At 
Christmas we celebrate what no 
other religion teaches, that God, the 
Creator of heaven and earth, pitched 
his tent with us, and lived among us. 

And the Word was made flesh and 
lived among us (St John 1.14)
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His manner of coming was as a vul-
nerable child, born among animals 
in a stable, to a humble family. This 
is the nature of God’s saving pres-
ence with us. 

We are in an episcopal interregnum. 
Those who will make a decision 
about the next Bishop of Gibraltar 
in Europe are reflecting on our pro-
file as a diocese. Many of us in the 
diocese are sojourners, outside our 
homeland, for a variety of reasons. 
Many of our congregations have 
no home of their own. We have no 
historic endowment or inherited 
wealth, and we do not have the 
privileges that come with being an 
established Church in the countries 
where we serve. We are accustomed 
to pitching our tent in borrowed 
or rented buildings. Whatever else 
might be discerned about us in this 
process to appoint the next diocesan 
bishop, let it also reveal that we are 
Christians who, remembering the 

manner of Jesus’s birth, seek God’s 
light and love around us, revealed in 
simple and humble ways. May our 
communities be a place of welcome 
for sojourners, even strangers. May 
we be known as a people, fed by God 
who comes to us in Word and Sacra-
ment, who then seek God’s presence 
in the world, especially among those, 
like the shepherds, who do not count 
for much and survive on the margins. 
We remember that Jesus teaches us 
that it is the poor in spirit, those who 
are peacemakers, who have mercy, 
who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness and justice, who will be able to 
see God. 

This Christmas may you rediscover 
the Incarnate One, the Christ Child, 
who comes to us in humble form, 
and be blessed, with your family, 
your friends and your community, 
with deep peace and joy, as you 
serve Him.                          +David

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity takes place from 18 to 25 January 
2014. The national ecumenical service for Austria will be held on Sunday, 
19 January at 17.00 at the Syrian Orthodox Church, Lainzer Straße 154a, 
1130 Vienna. Organized by the World Council of Churches, the theme for 
the 2014 week is: “Has Christ been divided?” (1 Cor 1:1-17). For further 
information, see http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/week-of-prayer

The week is preceded by a service to remind Christians of their Jewish roots 
entitled the Day of Judaism (Tag des Judentums). The service will be held 
the Methodist Church, Sechshauser Straße 56, 1150 Vienna on 17 January 
at 18.00 (to be confirmed).

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
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On this, the last day of my minis-
try as Bishop in Europe, I write 

to you - and through you to all the 
chaplaincies of the Diocese - to 
thank you for your love, prayer and 
support over the twelve years I have 
been privileged to serve you as your 
Bishop. In particular I must thank all 
of you who so generously subscribed 
to the marvellous ikon of Our Lady 
with the Patron Saints of Europe, 
which was presented to me at the 
Eucharist at St Margaret’s, West-
minster, on October 23rd. This Ikon 
is a wonderful and generous gift, 
(“written” by my former pupil, Ian 
Knowles, who runs the Bethlehem 
Ikon School), which was hallowed by 
Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira 
and Great Britain. Archbishop Gre-
gorios represented the Ecumenical 
Patriarch at my enthronement in 

Gibraltar Cathedral on All Saints’ 
Day 2001, and is a long-standing 
friend. It was very good that he could 
be there at the end of my ministry in 
the Diocese in Europe as well as at 
the beginning.

I have been deeply touched by the 
many greetings, gifts and messages 
of goodwill that I have received as I 
leave my responsibilities as Bishop in 
Europe—but not my responsibilities 
and calling as a Bishop in the Church 
of God—and I thank each and every 
one of you for them all. As I will 
continue to pray for you, so I ask that 
you will continue to remember me 
in your prayers for this new phase 
of my ministry. Pray also for Bishop 
David as he takes pastoral care of 
the Diocese during the Vacancy-in-
See, and for those who will have the 
responsibility under God of choosing 
my successor as Diocesan Bishop.

Following the wonderful celebration 
in St Margaret’s was an equally spe-
cial Eucharist on All Saints’ Day in 
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Gibraltar. In 
both churches my episcopal ministry 
in the Diocese began—St Margaret’s 
for my Commissioning on St. Luke’s 
Day, 2001, and Gibraltar for my en-
thronement on All Saints’ Day. As T. 
S. Eliot wrote in the Four Quartets “In 
my beginning is my end and no less 
in my end is my beginning”. As Eliot 
also wrote: The hint half guessed, 
the gift half understood is Incarna-
tion. And so:

Bishop Geoffrey bids farewell
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With the drawing of this Love and the 
voice of this Calling
We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.

We live in changing and challenging 
times, which demand of each and 
all of us a deep faithfulness in our 
Christian discipleship, and a waiting 
on God in prayer. We need to go deep 
if we are to speak the truth of God 
about the meaning and purpose of 
our human lives, and resist the glib 
attractions of a superficial secular-
ism. Be assured - God holds us 
deeply and securely in His love and 
care. As the Psalmist reminds us: Fret 
not yourself because of the ungodly. The 
temptation of fretfulness is all too 
easy, and there is too much fretting 
in the Church today. In quietness and 
confidence shall be your strength. The 

Lord Jesus encouraged His disciples 
on the eve of His Passion with the 
promise of His peace. Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give to you, not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not 
your hearts be troubled, neither let them 
be afraid. And so, as I bid you farewell, 
May the peace of God which passes all 
understanding, keep your hearts and  
minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of His Son Jesus Christ Our Lord, 
and the Blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be amongst you, and remain with you, 
always. Go, therefore, in that Peace 
of Christ to love and serve the Lord.  

Geoffrey, Bishop of Gibraltar in 
Europe, 

8 November 2013

Prayer of the Month

O loving Creator, bring healing and hope to those who, at this time, grieve, 
suffer pain, or who have been made homeless by the force of flood in 

the Philippines. 
We remember those who have died and we pray for those who mourn for them. 
May we all be aware of Your compassion, O God, which calms our troubled 
hearts and shelters our anxious souls. 
May we pray with humility with our troubled and struggling brothers and 
sisters on earth. 
May we dare to hope that through the generosity of the privileged, the destitute 
might glimpse hope, warmth and life again. 
Through our Saviour Christ who lives with us, comforts us and soothes us. 
Amen
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It’s one thing to read about history 
but quite another to hear it related 

by those who played an active part in 
its making. Such an opportunity was 
given to the congregation of Christ 
Church and visitors on the evening of 
Thursday, 7 November. The event at 
Christ Church—the commemoration 
of the evacuation of Jewish children in 
1938 from Austria to safe countries—
was part of a programme organized 
under the auspices of the Coordinating 
Committee for Christian-Jewish Coop-
eration in Austria to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the pogram in Austria, 
with particular focus on Kristallnacht 
(the Night of the Broken Glass). 

After an introduction by the Chaplain, 
the first speaker was our own Fred 
Gruber who was one of several thou-
sand children who were selected to 
travel to the United Kingdom by train 
to escape the pogram. The moving ac-
count of his evacuation at the tender 
age of 15, when he waved goodbye to 
his parents at the Westbahnhof, never 
to see them again, brought tears to 
many eyes. Fred needed the barest 
support to climb the steps to the al-

tar where he delivered his factual yet  
emotional statement. The standing 
ovation he received from his audience 
was both a mark of respect for this 
hardy nonagenarian and appreciation 
for his eyewitness account of history 
unfolding.

Fred’s presentation was followed by 
an equally fascinating talk by the 
author Gerda Hofreiter, whose book 
Allein in die Fremde* was the result of 
painstaking research and interviews 
with Kindertransport survivors. A re-
tired teacher and history scholar, Frau 
Mag. Hofreiter provided us with facts 
and statistics about the Kindertrans-
port, and provided a new insight into 
the events in Austria in 1938. 

Her numerous slides, projected onto 
the wall of Christ Church to the left of 
the altar, brought to life her account 
of those individuals as well as others 
who were not able to take part in 
the Kindertransport and ultimately 
lost their lives in concentration 
camps. Inevitably, there had to be 
a selection process since countries 
could—although it may be hard for 
us to understand the reasons—only 
accommodate a limited number of 
refugee children. The fact that Great 
Britain was in a position to take far 
more than any other country is an 
revealing comment on prevailing 
attitudes at the time. 

Sitting in the darkened church and 
listening to Frau Hofreiter enabled 
us to feel very close to the youthful 
faces magnified on the wall. Readings 
from letters and other writings by the 
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children themselves were given by 
young Harry Smith, son of Andrew, 
and added a note of poignancy to Frau 
Hofreiter’s dramatic and moving pres-
entation. Frau Hofreiter apologised for 
her lack of fluency in English, yet her 
occasional linguistic stumbles added 
a note of authenticity as we recalled 
that for most of the youngsters, leav-
ing their homeland entailed not only 
separation—often permanent—from 
their families, but a journey into an 
unfamiliar country with an unfamiliar 
language.

At the end of the evening, members 
of the audience had an opportunity 
to purchase a copy of Frau Hofreiter’s 
book, although since I was busy tak-
ing photos, I was not one of the lucky 
ones. Still, I have ordered it on Ama-
zon.de and look forward to learning 
about the Kindertransport in even 
greater depth.

This was the second event organized 
by Christ Church as part of the 75 year 
commemoration of one of the darkest 
chapters in Austria’s history. In May 
this year, many people attended the 
unveiling of a plaque at the back of 
the church that marks the baptism 
of some 1,800 Jews in Christ Church 
by the Revds. Hugh Grimes and Fred 
Collard. Their baptism papers allowed 
all but a handful to emigrate safely to 
other countries and avoid the fate that 
awaited others of their faith.

*Allein in die Fremde: Kindertransporte von 
Österreich nach Frankreich, Großbritannien 
und in die USA 1938-1941. ISBN-13: 978-
3706548304

Ilse Brüll’s short life ended in a concentration camp ...

Harry Smith read extracts from letters home

Fred Gruber was among the first to pick up the book

...while others fared better and are still living in London 
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Anyone who has ever watched 
Charlie Chaplin’s 1936 film 

classic, Modern Times, will remember 
the scenes of poor workman Chaplin 
struggling with the grinding gears of 
a giant and complex machine. The 
Christ Church Advent Bazaar isn’t 
quite like that but there sure are a 
lot of moving parts! 

As a newcomer to helping put the 
machine into motion, I was sur-
prised (make that, awed) at how 
the machine got going and how 
smoothly all those gears worked. 
My dear wife Christina and I had in-
herited a voluminous file of excellent 
documentation about the machine 
and good advice about where and 
when to apply drops of oil to keep it 
lubricated and running. Still, when 
you are doing something for the first 
time, you can’t be certain how all the 
parts will move and that the gears 
will mesh without crunching….

As the Bazaar approached, I wres-
tled with my inner Bertie Wooster 
while Christina got a running start 
months before the Big Day, drawing 
on a master to-do list that one could 
label a Coordinators’ Guide in 89 
Easy Steps. (And some weren’t that 
easy, as I recall.) 

Thanks to the knowledge and ex-
perience of a gold-star team of 
Bazaar veterans in key jobs and the 
dedicated work of over a hundred 
volunteers, the machine worked! I 
won’t attempt in this article to “name 

names,” lest I fail to do justice to 
anyone who should be mentioned, 
but the key people know who they 
are and deserve hosannas of praise 
from us all. The Bazaar is far and 
away the greatest single fund-raising 
event that Christ Church has during 
the year. Its success depends on a 
labor of love by all who contribute 
time and energy to it. The best part 
for me was learning how many great 
people there are—members and 
friends of Christ Church—who come 
together to make it all happen.

House painters say their work is 
90% preparation and 10% applica-
tion. The Bazaar is something like 

Bazaar Snapshot
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that. The prep work reaches a peak 
on the Friday before the Bazaar 
opens. Early in the day, everything 
has to be collected from multiple 
storage sites, loaded, moved, de-
livered and unpacked at the Bun-
desamtsgebaeude (BAG). We get 
into the BAG for set-up early or late 
on Friday, depending on whether 
anyone else has claim on using the 
space during the day. This year we 
weren’t too lucky. We were able to 
set up early in the outer areas but 
had to wait until late in the after-
noon to get access to the Festsaal. 
When our moment came, I was truly 
amazed at the choreographed scene 
of purposeful busyness that unfold-
ed. Over 200 tables and even larger 
number of chairs were brought forth, 
opened and positioned. Equipment, 
supplies, decorations, goods for sale 
all glided into place. I expected the 
work to last into the night but by 7 
PM it was done. Quite a feat!

Everything was as ready as it could 
be when the waiting crowds surged 
into the hall at 10:30 on Saturday. 
The Bazaar machine hummed for 
the next five and a half hours. All its 

wondrous parts whirred and spun 
without breaking down and at the 
end of the day Christ Church had a 
record intake of funds. Maybe just as 
important, a large and diverse com-
munity of people tied together by 
faith, by multiple strains of heritage 
or by bonds of goodwill celebrated 
and enjoyed the day. And what a day 
it was, with carol singing, photos 
with Santa, balloons, face painting, 
Irish dancing, good food of three 
continents, raffle prizes, books ga-
lore, a great array of gift items, etc. 

At the end, one witnessed another 
choreographed scene of an army of 
well-directed volunteers who swung 
into action to take apart and pack 
away everything that had been set 
up. Counting from 4 PM closing time, 
all this magic was performed in little 
more than two hours. 

Looking back, I’m still in Bertie 
Wooster mode but very thankful to 
all the people who worked like Jeeves 
and got the job done! 

Christina and Mike Stevens were co-
ordinators of the 2013 Christ Church 
Advent Bazaar

As Sean Nield is stepping down as verger at the end of December we are 
looking for someone to replace him beginning 1 January 2014.  Please 

contact the churchwardens or the chaplain for details. If you want to learn 
more about the duties of the verger, look at issue # 5 of Crossways (June 
2006) on the church website (www.christchurchvienna.org).

Church Verger
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The Shadow of Your Wings

“Under the shadow of your wings,  
O God, my God, I shall sing for joy!”

These beautiful words from psalm 
63 fascinate me. The psalmist 

was writing in a hot climate, where 
the thought of shadow and shade 
meant relief from the burning heat 
of the sun. Wings were considered 
an attribute of divinity, either God or 
his messenger. Today when we think 
of wings, we too think of angels, par-
ticularly as Christmas approaches. 
The ones we see nowadays seem to 
be more of the pretty, cuddly or cute 
sort, rather than the awe-inspiring 
messenger of God which the Bible 
tells us about. Angels with wings, 
reminding us of God’s presence and 
his protection—a good place to sing 
for joy!

Wings also remind us of flying, 
aeroplanes and airports. Many peo-
ple will be travelling on planes this 
Christmas and countless others 
will visit the airport to welcome 
or say good-bye to a friend or 
relative. 

What about God at the airport?  
Have you ever thought He might 
be found here too, or at least 
a quiet place to sit and think 
or pray? Since 1951 there have 
been chapels and prayer rooms 
located in airports around the 
world. Since 1983 there has been a 
chapel at the Vienna International 
Airport, Schwechat.  Due to the 
influence of the late Cardinal Franz 
König, this is now a Multi-faith 

Prayer Room, where all are welcome.

Our Prayer Room is in Check-in 3, 
Level 2, close to the entrance to the 
Visitors’ Deck.  Under the direc-
tion of Father Joe Farrugia, Bozena, 
Gerhard Benjamin or I try to be in 
the office, just around the corner, 
or somewhere on the airport every 
weekday morning, as well as at Mass 
on Sunday at 8:00. We offer what is 
often referred to as “A Ministry of 
Presence”—just being available to 
listen, chat or pray with travellers, 
as well as sharing a cup of tea or 
coffee.  Some people find it helpful to 
ask God’s blessing on their journey 
before they travel.

Our website is www.virc.at so 
you can check us out, or give me 
a call and if possible, I look for-
ward to meeting you at the airport. 

Aileen (0650 4050 892)

My colleague Gerhard Gmeiner and I with 
Sister Agnesita, a Franciscan nun who is a 
member of the chaplaincy team in Stuttgart 
Airport. Gerhard and I flew to Stuttgart and 
met with teams from German and Swiss 
airports recently.
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Christmas Eve

Second Sunday of Advent

Advent Sunday

Third Sunday of Advent

Fourth Sunday of Advent

First Sunday of Christmas New Year’s Eve

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist. Preacher: Revd.

Christoph Wutscher

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist and Children’s Nativity
18.00 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church 
16.00 Christmas Carol Singalong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church 
18.00 Advent Carol Service

29

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Alpha

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

22.45 Midnight Mass

08.30 Morning Prayer

16.30 Eucharist
with Carols

December 2013

1
Wednesday

9 10 11

1716

23

30 31

24 25

15

8

22

2 3
Monday TuesdaySunday



08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Sung Eucharist  

with Carols

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Talk by 
Revd. Pamela  

 Cooper-White

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Toddler Group

18.00 Christmas 
Service in 

 Klagenfurt
19.00 Choir Practice

16.00 Christingle, a 
Service for 

 Children

10.00- Day of Prayer and 
17.30 Meditation in  

Advent (in 
Christ Church)

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Theology on Tap
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Christmas DayChristmas Eve St. Stephen
Boxing Day

New Year’s Eve

27 28

08.30 Morning Prayer

22.45 Midnight Mass

Wednesday

11 12 13 14

21201918

25 26

4 5 6 7
Thursday Friday Saturday

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given  
Isaiah 9:6-7



Third Sunday of Epiphany

Baptism of Christ

Second Sunday of Christmas Epiphany

Second Sunday of Epiphany
08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
17.00 Ecumenical Service (Syrian Orth. Church)
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist

Kids’ Church

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church 

26

08.30 Morning Prayer10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Alpha

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Alpha

January 2014
Wednesday

6 7

1413

20

27 28

21

12

19

5

Monday TuesdaySunday

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y



09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council 
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Choir Practice

19.00 Choir Practice

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

 New Year’s Day

24 25

TAG DES JUDENTUMS

16.00 Last chance
 Carols

09.30- Just Listen:
12.30 Session 1

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Alpha

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Alpha

31 2 4
Wednesday

8 9 10 11

1817161514

29 30 31

22 23

Thursday Friday Saturday

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y

Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity
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. The next Theology on Tap meeting at the Café Ressel Park is on Thursday, 5 

December at 18.30, for discussion at 19.00.  Topic: Mission and migration. How 
does migration affect our mission? The discussion will be led by Frank Sauer. 
Email Mike Waltner if you plan to attend: mike.waltner@gmail.com

“Come Lord, Come” A Day of Prayer and Meditation in Advent. Advent is a word 
derived from the Latin “adventus” meaning coming or arrival. It is the first season 
of the Church’s year and traditionally one of prayer and fasting in preparation 
for the Lord’s coming at Christmas. This Advent the church will be open from 
10 to 17.30 on Saturday 7th December for prayer and meditation. The day will 
begin with Morning Prayer and end at 17.00 with Evening Prayer. There will be 
a prayer at the top of each hour but otherwise people will be invited to come 
and go as they wish, spending time in quiet. Anyone who cannot come to the 
church but has a specific prayer request should place it in the prayer ministry 
box at the back of the church or send an email to office@christchurchvienna.
org. Lucille Curran is the co-ordinator.

This year’s Carol Singalong on 8 December at 16.00 is in aid of Herzwerk, a 
Christian ministry to women in prostitution that started in a Baptist church right 
here in Vienna. The women are mostly from Eastern Europe and Africa. Herzwerk 
is looking at ways of helping the women who want to leave prostitution, both 
in Vienna and in their home countries. One idea is to set up networks between 
churches in the countries of origin that would provide support for returning 
women. Micro-loans to these churches to help start small businesses that would 
provide work for the women would take this idea even further.Andreas Kaul-
lauch, who leads Herzwerk with his wife Sabine will be at the Singalong to talk 
to us. Enjoy a good sing of traditional carols, and support a deserving cause! 

There will be a special session of Soundings on Wednesday, 18 December at 
19.00 entitled Looking for God in all the wrong places? Researching Religion in Freud’s 
Vienna Circle. The speaker will be Revd. Dr Pamela Cooper-White, an Episcopal 
priest (USA) on sabbatical in Vienna as the Freud-Fulbright Scholar of Psy-
choanalysis. She is conducting research on psychoanalysis and religion at the 
Freud Museum, and teaching a seminar on Freud and Religion at the University 
of Vienna. Soundings restarts in February with three sessions on the Church 
of the Latter Day Saints (the Mormon Church) prepared by Revd. Jan Jensen. 
It may come as a surprise to know that The Church of the Latter Day Saints is 
a recognised Church in Austria. I am grateful to Jan for sharing his knowledge 
and experience of this church with us. The dates are 4, 11 and 25 February at 
19.15 for 19.30. We aim to finish at 21.00.



Reading Group: Our next meeting is on 30 January at 18.30 at the Church centre. 
We will be discussing Runaway by Alice Munroe. Munroe is a Canadian writer, 
who was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature 2013 for her mastery of the con-
temporary short story.
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This year’s Kids’ Church nativity play is called The most important part of Christmas. 
Rehearsals have already commenced, but we hope that many families will join 
us on Sunday 15 December at 10.00 for what promises to be a joyful celebration 
of the magic of Christmas.

In the evening we will reassemble for the traditional service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols at which our church choir leads the singing and delight those who 
want to contemplate the mystery of God’s coming into the world as a human 
being before the busyness of preparing for the celebration of Christmas itself. 
Be advised that the service is not suitable for young children.

We still have two more sessions in January to complete Alpha. The titles of the 
last two sessions suggest that there is no reason for members of Christ Church 
to stay away. The first session asks the question, Why should I tell others? (21 
January) and the second What about the Church? (28 January). We meet at 19.00 
hours for a light meal. We start at 19.30 and aim to finish at 21.00.

Once again we will be holding a Christingle service for the youngest members of 
our church family on Saturday 21 December at 16.00. Christingle means ‘Christ-
Light’ reminding us that Jesus’ coming at Christmas is like a light coming into 
darkness. The first Christingle service was held in central Europe around 1747. 
The service encouraged children to keep a candle burning in the window of their 
home so that people who passed by would see the light of Christ. All those with 
young children and the young at heart are welcome to this service. If you can 
help with the preparations contact Erica Schenk 0664/73879802.

Bring and Share: Christina and Mike Stevens are once again hosting the popular 
‘Last Chance Carols’ Bring and Share on 4 January, starting at 16.00. For a final 
sing of some of our beautiful carols, poetry reading, delicious food and warm 
company—this is a date for your diaries!

New Year’s Eve: Please note that there will be a Said Eucharist with Carols on 
31 December at 16.30. On New Year’s Day there will be a celebration of Holy 
Communion at 9.30.
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San Mateo is a mission and school in 
the north east of Lima, on the edge of 
a shanty town. 

Education and Care: San Mateo 
School provides education, nutrition 
and medical care for children from 
nearby shanty towns in north east 
Lima (Peru). The school has around 
250 pupils and seeks to offer them 
education with excellence. Most chil-
dren come from poor areas. Besides 
formal subjects, it cares about the all 
round development of the children, 
and offers art, music, dancing, physi-
cal education, sport—not available 
in state schools—and the life of the 
school is centred in Christian faith and 
values in a family atmosphere. The 
patio in the middle of the classrooms 
has plants and trees and its beauty 
reminds the children of the need to 
care for creation, and help maintain 
the beauty and diversity of Peru.

School begins at 8.00 and ends at 
17.00. The long hours are important 
for families and enable mothers, 
many of whom are single, to find 
work, knowing that their children are 
safe at school and cared for. (State 
schools run for only half a day and 
consequently many children are either 
home alone or on the streets.)

Nutrition and Medical Needs: Be-
cause of poverty, many of the children 
arrive at school hungry, so one of our 
support projects is to provide them 
with both breakfast and lunch. This 
has had the added bonus of creating 
a family atmosphere as children and 
teachers sit down to eat together. A 

As one of my last duties as Bishop 
of the Diocese I write to commend 

the Bishop’s Advent Appeal to you all. 
This comes with the endorsement of 
Bishop David and the Archdeacons 
and Senior Staff of the Diocese.

The Diocese has a number of twin-
ning links—with the Diocese of Visby 
and the Swedish Church Abroad, with 
the Diocese of Luweero in Uganda 
(linked particularly with the North-
West Archdeaconry) and the Diocese 
of Peru (linked particularly with the 
Gibraltar Archdeaconry). Bishop Bill 
Godfrey of Peru, whom I know well, 
has visited the Gibraltar Archdeacon-
ry Synod on a number of occasions, 
and this year’s Advent Appeal is for 
a project in his Diocese. It is focused 
on the San Mateo Mission and School 
on the edge of a shanty town on the 
north-east of Lima. 

As you will see from the attached 
description, this is a clearly practi-
cal project that will make a real and 
significant difference in a place of real 
need, and assist the educational and 
spiritual development of children. I 
need not say how important this is as 
part of Christian witness and service. 

As we prepare for Christmas, and 
remember with awe and wonder the 
love of God shown in his coming 
among us in the fragility and poverty 
of the child born in a cow-byre at 
Bethlehem, I commend this project 
to you for your support this Advent. 
Please give generously, and find im-
aginative ways of raising money for 
this good cause.            + Geoffrey

Christmas: A Time to Give
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good diet is part of the health that 
we believe is vital for good learning; 
and besides this, each child receives 
regular check-ups from the diocesan 
doctor and medical team.

Mission: The school is part of St Mat-
thew’s Mission and the priest, Padre 
Ruben, runs the mission church and 
offers pastoral care to the school, its 
children and families. The school has 
a regular weekly Eucharist and the life 
of the mission is like that of any nor-
mal parish. The mission and school 
began in the year 2000 and work 
together to fulfil the Church’s life, mis-
sion and ministry to the people of this 
poor urban area. Education is one of 
the chief areas of mission of the Dio-
cese of Peru and enables the Church 
reach out to the local population.

The Project—Church and Class-
rooms: The mission has a piece of 
land adjacent to the school and aims 
to build a mission church (that will 
double as a chapel for the school) 
and two new classrooms. The mission 
and school have started raising funds 
for the buildings but need the boost 
of help from their Christian partners.

We ask for your help with this project, 
to join with the mission and school 
in providing this urgent extension to 
its work. The classrooms will cost 
approximately US$15,000 and the 
chapel US$30,000. The long term 
gain for the school that currently just 
about breaks even, is that it will be 
able to accommodate more pupils 
and move towards greater financial 
sustainability.



Extracts from Pastor Dee’s column 
A Problem Shared is a Problem Halved 
that appeared in The Dulby Church 
Chronicle between May and December:

30 May
Dear Pastor Dee,
My husband and I made considerable  
sacrifices to put our son through 
medical school. He never had time for 
girlfriends during his studies and early 
working years so we were delighted 
when he announced he had met Anna 
and would be bringing her home for 
dinner. We were knocked sideways 
when we discovered half way through 
the evening that they had married in 
a registry office the previous week 
although they have only been going 
out together for just over a month. 
Tom is our only child and a normally a 
very reasonable, mature man. Nothing 
would have made me happier than to 
help organize a church wedding to a 
suitable girl. How could he hurt us in 
this way after everything we’ve done 
for him?
[Signed] A Disappointed Mother 

19 June
Dear Disappointed Mum,
Children have the power both to 
make us burst with pride or drown in 
disappointment. I can’t begin to guess 
your son’s motives, but if, as you say, 
he is a reasonable person, then why not 
ask him? Perhaps you could suggest a 
family gathering to celebrate the event, 
bringing together friends and relations 
from both sides. If you want to continue 

to play a role in your son’s life, you will 
both have to accept (and respect) his 
action. You will all be in my prayers.
[Signed] Pastor Dee

24 July
Dear Pastor Dee, 
I followed your advice and tackled Tom 
about their reasons for secrecy. I was, 
as you can imagine, overjoyed to learn 
that Anna is expecting, and that was 
why they wanted to get married quickly, 
although as I mentioned, they have not 
been dating for very long. I still don’t 
know why he couldn’t confide in his 
parents, but our disappointment has 
been eclipsed by our joy at becoming 
grandparents in the near future.
[Signed] A Reassured Mother

10 August
Dear Reassured Mum,
I was very happy to receive your letter 
and learn the good news. Although many 
couples do not consider that impending 
parenthood requires a precipitous 
marriage, it appears that both Tom and 
Anna are more conventional than most 
of their contemporaries. 
[Signed] Pastor Dee

3 October
Dear Pastor Dee,
My world has turned upside down! 
When it was obvious that Anna’s 
pregnancy was far more advanced than 
we had initially been led to believe, I 
felt I had to tackle Tom on the issue of 
paternity. Tom readily admitted that 
he is not the father of Anna’s child. 

A Problem Shared ...





He had known her (and, he confessed, 
been in love with her) for some time, 
but she was involved with another 
man who ultimately left her to return 
to a wife and family of whose existence 
(Tom assures us) she was hitherto 
unaware. It was only after the man 
in question returned to Australia that 
Anna discovered she was carrying 
his child. When Tom learned of her 
predicament, he asked her to marry 
him. He explained to me that she had 
initially turned him down, but as they 
started seeing more of each other, 
their friendship deepened. Naturally, 
my husband and I are devastated at 
the way Anna seems to have taken 
advantage of our son. He is obviously 
very unworldly. I regret that we couldn’t 
protect him better.
[Signed] A Devastated Mother

22 October
Dear Devastated Mum,
I understand how dismayed you must 
be and appreciate your concern and 
desire to protect your son. But he is a 
man now and responsible for his own 
future. You have little choice but to 
respect this, hard as it may be. Your 
son will need all your support at this 
time and so will your daughter-in-law. 
If you continue to see her as a wicked 
predator preying on your vulnerable 
son, you may ultimately force him to 
choose between loyalty to his parents 
and loyalty to his new wife. Put his 
happiness first as you have always done 
in the past! My prayers are with you!
[Signed] Pastor Dee

12 November
Dear Pastor Dee,
Things have gone from bad to worse. My 
son, as you predicted, announced that 
he would not be spending Christmas 
with us given our obvious resentment 
towards his wife. He implied that from 
now on, if we could not accept Anna 
as a daughter and their child as our 
grandchild, he would be obliged to 
limit his contact with us. But how can 
he treat another man’s child as his own 
child? What happens when and if he 
and Anna have a family of their own? 
How will he be able to raise another 
man’s child? Do you know others who 
have done it successfully?
[Signed] A Miserable Mother

14 November
Dear Miserable Mum,
Joseph did it. God Bless!
Signed: Pastor Dee

28 December
Dear Pastor Dee,
My husband and I followed your advice 
and swallowed our pride. We invited 
Tom and Anna to spend Christmas at 
our house and enjoyed a wonderful 
Christmas Eve before my husband and 
I left for Midnight Mass. We returned 
home just in time to summon the 
midwife who delivered our beautiful, 
grandson in the early hours. Anna 
wanted to name him Thomas but asked 
me if I would like to select a middle 
name. I chose Joseph. Thank you for 
your prayers, Pastor Dee. 
[Signed] A Doting Grandmother     
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The Monastery of Saint Cath-
erine’s, located in the desert 

of the southern Sinai peninsula is 
located at the foot of the mountain 
where Moses, according to tradition, 
received the Ten Commandments dur-
ing the Exodus of the Israelites. It was 
founded in the sixth century by the 
Byzantine Emperor Justinian for the 
monks who had lived in the region for 
at least two centuries. His foundation 
provided them with a beautiful church 
for worship, richly adorned with a fine 
apse mosaic of the Transfiguration of 
Christ, and served also as 
a fortress and an outpost 
on the Empire’s extreme 
borders, protecting imperial 
interests in long-distance 
trade. 

Since then, pilgrims, visi-
tors, and conquerors have 
flocked from all areas of 
Christendom to the site 
which acquired further 
fame as the home of the rel-
ics of Saint Catherine in the 

12th century. They left their mark not 
only in gifts to the sanctuary (such as 
the gigantic silver chandeliers, given 
by the Russian imperial family in the 
18th and 19th century) and in graffiti 
on the refectory walls (as did the Cru-
saders in the 13th century), but also 
in the holdings of the famous library. 
It houses well over 4,500 manuscripts 
(plus an uncertain number of scrolls, 
and a significant number of early 
printed books), two thirds of them 
(over 2,000) in Greek. The single larg-
est language group after that is Arabic 
(about 700 mss), followed by Syriac 
(ca. 300), and several others. 

The Codex Sinaiticus, the oldest 
Bible manuscript in Greek, copied 
in the late fourth century, originally 
belonged to the library and can now 
be admired in the British Library and 
online (http://www.codexsinaiticus.
org/en/). 

The monastery’s library is also home 
to one of the worlds largest collection 
of palimpsests (about 130 items, at 
current count). These are recycled 

St. Catherine’s in the Sinai
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parchment manuscripts whose origi-
nal script was removed by scraping 
or washing in order to accommodate 
new text. Many palimpsested manu-
scripts of the medieval period were 
discovered in an abandoned storage 
room in 1975. 

Since 2011, a multi-year research 
project organized by EMEL (the 
Early Manuscript Electronic Library), 
which I am blessed to contribute 
to as Scholarly Director, is work-
ing to render the erased text legible 
through multi-spectral imaging and 
digital processing. Although we are 
still in the initial stages of the pro-
ject, we have made new discoveries 
in four areas: new texts (already we 
discovered a medicinal text, quite a 
rarety in a monastic library), and new 
script styles (important for dating the 
development of handwriting styles 
over time). Most important are the 
discoveries of new languages: about 
10 years ago, a scholar recognized 
the language of Caucasian Albanian, 
a Caucasus language distantly related 
to that of the Udi in present-day 
Azerbaijan), among the palimpsest 
layers; there are about 50 objects 

(many of them palimpsested) that 
contain Latin writing, and we are 
finding large quantities of hitherto 
unknown texts in Christian Palestin-
ian Aramaic, a regional variant of the 
Aramaic language and script that fell 
out of use in the 13th century. The 
‘archaeology of the page’ works with 
the help of cameras and computers 
and promises to produce results that 
are no less intriguing than those made 
with trowels and spades. 

Included in this issue of Crossways is a bank transfer slip (Erlagschein) 
for readers to make their annual contribution to the cost of the magazine. 

A suggested amount is EUR 20, but more is always appreciated! For those on 
a very tight budget, any contribution is better than nothing. This is a good 
opportunity to point out that the ONLY costs involved in preparation, produc-
tion and distribution of Crossways are the costs of printing and postage. 
If you enjoy receiving/reading our magazine, please make a contribution!

Crossways
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Every Austrian child 
knows precisely what 

Saint Nicholas looks like. 
After all, he is on display  
in the window of every 
Konditorei during the first 
week of December, and 
provided children have 
behaved well throughout 
the year, they will find a 
chocolate version of the 

saint on the breakfast table on 6 
December. It is, of course, difficult 
to distinguish fact from fiction when 
dealing with events that took place 
some 17 centuries ago. But it is likely 
that some of the traditions associated 
with Christmas were based on true 
events.

In many parts of the world, St. 
Nicholas is known as “Santa Claus”—
it is easy to see how the name 
evolved—and his appearance is 
somewhat less ecclesiastical than the 
Austrian depiction of the saint, with 
his traditional bishop’s hat, mitre and 
crozier. Saint Nicholas was indeed a 
bishop, who rose from the rank of 
abbot to that of Archbishop of Myra 
in Turkey.  He was known as a kind 
and charitable man, always ready to 
help the needy. On one occasion, or 
so the story goes, he came across an 
impoverished, widowed nobleman 
with three young daughters. Since the 
father could not afford a dowry for 
his daughters, they in turn could not 
marry. St. Nicholas dropped a bag of 
gold through the window so that the 
eldest sister could marry. Later, he 

did the same for the second. For the 
third daughter, he dropped the bag of 
gold down the chimney, where it was 
conveniently caught in a stocking 
hanging up to dry by the fireplace. 
This was the origin of the tradition 
of hanging up Christmas stockings 
to be filled by Santa Claus. The story 
also made St. Nicholas the protector 
of sacred marriages.

The nobleman caught St. Nicholas 
in the act, and soon his generosity 
was legend throughout the country. 
He continued to help the poor, 
especially children, and he is of 
course best known in his capacity 
as the patron saint of children. The 
symbol of the three bags, or balls, 
of gold was adopted by bankers and 
moneylenders and St. Nicholas is 
also their patron saint. 

In another story, during his studies 
in Alexandria in Egypt, St. Nicholas 
saved the life of a sailor who fell 
from the ship’s rigging in a storm. 
Thereafter he became the patron 
saint of sailors. He also rescued 
three boys who had been pickled in 
brine, becoming the patron saint of 
schoolboys. 

Little is known of the circumstances 
of St. Nicholas other than that he 
was the orphaned child of wealthy 
parents, who used his riches to 
alleviate the suffering of others. He 
was made a saint in the 6th century 
on the strength of some 21 miracles 
attributed to him. He died on 6 
December 346.

The First St. Nick
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The First St. Nick

Everyone knows King Wenceslas 
and how, on espying a poor 

peasant on a particularly cold and 
bitter night, he encouraged his young 
servant to provide warmth, food and 
drink for the stranger. We know that 
he was a saint: the carol tells us that 
the shivering and reluctant young lad 
could think of nothing worse than 
to have to fight his way through the 
deep snow in the dark, but that mi-
raculously, the ground beneath him 
grew warm as he followed the King’s 
footsteps. Living in Austria, many 
of us will have visited the famous 
Wenceslaus Square in Prague and 
we may well know someone in the 
German-speaking world—probably 
of an older generation—named Wen-
zel. But who was the king, whose 
epic journey through the night is 
described in song by Christians the 
world over, year after year around 
Christmas?

He was born some time between 902 
and 907 in Bohemia, at that time part 
of southern Germany. His grand-
mother, Ludmilla, was also a saint 
who married the Duke of Bohemia 
and was converted to Christianity by 
monks in England. Her son, Wenc-
eslaus’ father, succeeded his father 
as Duke of Bohemia. He married a 
pagan and had two sons, Wenceslaus 
and his twin brother Boleslaus who, 
as they grew up, became known 
respectively as the “Good King” and 
the “Bad King”.  After their father was 
killed by pagans, the boys were sepa-
rated, Wenceslaus going to live with 

his grandmother, where 
he received a Christian 
upbringing, and Boleslaus 
remaining with his pagan 
mother, Drahomira, her-
self a princess. Although 
Wenceslaus, as the elder 
twin, inherited the title, 
his mother was determined 
to see her favourite son 
as Duke. She ordered the 
murder of Ludmilla by two of her 
pagan courtiers whereupon Wenc-
eslaus realized that he could not 
fight the pagan forces alone, and 
placed Bohemia under the protec-
tion of Emperor Otto. He was given 
the title of “king” and provided with 
German monks to help him rid Bo-
hemia of the pagan forces. Although 
a deeply religious young man whose 
heart was with the poor and needy, 
Wenceslaus had to lead his army to 
war in which he emerged the victor. 
After the battle, he was invited by 
his mother, Drahomira, for a visit, 
and his filial obedience overcame 
his suspicion of her motives. Before 
arriving at her home, he passed by 
the church to pray, but was murdered 
by his brother at the church door and 
his body hacked to pieces. 

He was around 25 at the time of his 
martydom. Three years later, Bole-
slaus underwent a change of heart, 
renounced paganism and had his 
brother reburied in the great church 
in Prague. By his death, Wenceslaus 
firmly established Christianity in 
Bohemia. 

Good King Wencleslas
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In and Around Christ Church

Remembrance Sunday

Prayers for the Departed

Remembrance Sunday 2013 fell 
on 10 November. As usual, the 

regular congregation was joined by 
members of the diplomatic corps in 
Vienna, especially from Common-
wealth countries.  

Aspecial service was held at 
Christ Church on 2 November, 

All Souls’ Day, led by ordinand Mike 
Waltner. There was a surprisingly 
large attendance for a mid-week 
service and the list of names of the 
departed was correspondingly ex-
tensive. Many were all too familiar 
to the congregation since the list 
included four women from our own 
community who died during 2013 
(see last month’s issue of Cross-
ways). As names were read out by 
Mike in a darkened church, members 
of the congregation came forward 
and lit candles in memory of their 

loved ones. All in all, a dignified 
and peaceful service that allowed 
us time and space to mourn those 
we miss while feeling their presence 
among us. 
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Dates for your Diary

DATE TIME EVENT

Dec 1 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Dec 5 (Thurs) 18.30 Theology on Tap: Mission and Migration

Dec 7 (Sat) 10.00 to 17.30 Day of Prayer and Meditation in Advent

Dec 8 (Sun) 16.00 Christmas carol sing-along in aid of  
Herzwerk

Dec 11 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Dec 12 (Thurs) 18.00 Christmas Service Klagenfurt

Dec 15 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and children’s nativity

18.00 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Dec 18 (Weds) 19.00 Talk by Revd Pamela Cooper-White   
‘Looking for God in all the wrong places’

Dec 21 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle Service

Dec 24 (Tues) 22.45 Midnight Mass

Dec 25 (Weds)  08.00 Said Eucharist

10.00 Sung Eucharist with carols

Dec 31 (Tues) 16.30 New Year’s Eve – Said Eucharist 

with carols

Jan 4 (Sat) 16.00 tbc Last chance carol singing at the Stevens’

Jan 6 (Mon) 10.00 Epiphany – Sung Eucharist

Jan 17 (Fri) Tag des Judentums

Jan 18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Jan 29 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

April 2, 2014 19.00 Annual Church Meeting  



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




