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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

The Church Council and its various officers 
work hard behind the scenes to help the 
Chaplain in the smooth running of Christ 
Church and its various activities. This month’s 
cover is a tribute to their hard work.
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Editor on 0650/4747473.

Judy

Spring has taken its time arriving in Austria and an 
early Easter meant that we had to don our snow-

boots and fleece jackets before venturing outside to 
attend the Holy Week services at Christ Church. In our 
part of the world, the weather is a constant source of 
surprise and keeps us on our toes as well as providing an 
unparalleled topic of conversation (as evidenced by this 
column!). Personally, I find a climate of four seasons gives 
us an opportunity to appreciate more fully the depth and 
breadth of God’s creation and offers a rhythm to our 
lives, with the cold months fostering creativity, family 
life indoors, companionship or time for contemplation. 
Summer provides endless activities, whether spent here 
in Austria or beyond, while spring and autumn are in 
many ways times of preparation.  

Spring in particular is a time of renewal when we  take 
stock of our lives, adjust our priorities and set new goals 
at the same time as unencumbering our homes and 
minds of surplus items. Several people have assumed 
new responsibilities within our community as members 
of the Church Council. They are not people with time on 
their hands, looking around for ways to fill their empty 
days, but busy people with extremely busy lives who 
were nonetheless prepared to take on another weighty 
commitment. There remain other positions still to be 
filled, notably that of Bazaar coordinator and Youth Re-
treat leader (see p 6). For those who have up until now 
tended to take a back seat in the life of our church, this 
is an opportunity to make an active contribution. You 
will receive all the support and guidance you need, but 
you do need to step forward and volunteer your services! 
I can assure you that in addition to doing your part for 
our church, you will find the experience both enriching 
and fulfilling.

As I wrote last month, Crossways will now be issued 
every two months (i.e. six times a year instead of ten), 
but between issues information will be available at the 
website (www.christchurchvienna.org). Contributions 
are welcome at any time, and it would be particularly 
gratifying to receive something from first-time contribu-
tors. I am always more than happy to help with editing in 
case writing is not your particular skill and this should 
not be an obstacle! Enjoy the spring and early summer 
and I’ll be back in the July/August issue.
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In the recently published bi-
ography of Justin Welby*, the 

105th Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the biographer chronicles the 
reaction of the Archbishop’s 
wife to his being offered a job 
for which he is required to raise 
his own money. His wife Caroline 
says, “such a crazy offer could 
only be from God!”. 

I chuckled when I read this re-
sponse and empathise with it. 

God is always calling us to a fuller 
and richer life, which is often charac-
terised by being counter-intuitive. In 
this biography it becomes clear that 
the Archbishop’s previous ministries 
are characterised by his urging Chris-
tian communities to be risk takers. 
This is especially the case during his 
time as Dean of Liverpool and later 
briefly Bishop of Durham. As both 
of these ministries were relatively 
short it is hard to make a true assess-
ment. Over the years there has been 
some criticism of the use of the word 
“risk” within the Church regarding 
the Christian faith, because we are 
not a community of risk takers but of 
believers: faithful people. People who 
are seeking to align their wills with the 
will of God, as it makes itself known 
through the life and work of Jesus 
Christ and the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit in faithful discipleship.

As a Christian leader I am aware that 
Christian communities can become 
self-centred, only really interested in 
their own survival and the preserva-
tion of a certain way of doing things. 

The Archbishop’s call to risk some-
thing for God as his disciples is un-
derstandable. I remember a time when 
I frequently quoted, both as Bishop’s 
Chaplain to students in Bradford and 
as Chaplain of Bonn/Cologne: “Where 
there is no vision, the people perish” 
(Proverbs 28a). 

And that quote brings me to the point 
of this thought, if we fail to discover 
the vision that God has laid before us 
then our faith, our Christian faith, will 
never become that life-giving stream 
from which we thirstily drink.

Personally, I am impressed by those 
visitors to our church who say to me 
as I greet them at the church steps 
after the service, “We need to catch a 
plane, a train or a bus”. On the Sunday 
of the Vienna Marathon a married 
couple who are working as American 
missionaries in Mexico came to the 
morning service. They were grateful 
that they could attend an English 
language service before they rushed to 
catch the train to Prague. In the even-
ing at the Six o’clock service it was our 
delight to welcome a man from Hong 
Kong who had run the marathon in 
the morning! Both these encounters 
reminded me of the faithful remnant 
who know the love of God and will not 
neglect to worship God from whom all 
blessings flow. These visitors are an 
encouragement. 

One of the pillars of the Christian 
faith is fellowship (koinonia). Chris-
tians are called to encourage one 
another. The author of the Letter to 
the Hebrews admonished early on, 
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“Let us consider how to provoke one 
another to love and good deeds, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one 
another,…” (Hebrews 10.25). Paul 
will write to the church in Galatia, “So 
then, whenever we have an opportu-
nity, let us work for the good of all, 
and especially for those of the family 
of faith” (Galatians 6.10). The other 
three pillars by the way are witness, 
service and worship. 

In 1987 Gerard W. Hughes published 
God of Surprises. It went on to be a 
best seller and invited Christians to be 
surprised by God by discovering the 
treasure within themselves in the ups 
and downs of life, which he does not 
bypass. In the preface to the second 
edition Hughes writes reflecting on 
the many letters he has received over 
the years in response to the God of 
Surprises, “It is encouraging because 
it confirms the truth that our unity in 
God is not something that we have to 
create, but something that we have to 
discover.”

In our new home Lucille and I have 
both been singing the psalm response 
to one of psalms that we sang at the 
Easter Vigil, at which we celebrate 
Christ’s rising from the dead, “In your 
presence is the fullness of joy!” The 
response is lifted from Psalm 116. The 
whole verse reads, “You show me the 
path of life. In your presence there is 
fullness of joy; in your right hand are 
pleasures for evermore.” 

In summing up and in contrast to 
the Archbishop’s call to be risk tak-

ers let us discover through faithful 
discipleship anew what God’s vision 
is for the Church, for Christ Church 
and for ourselves. Let us discover the 
treasure in us and let us be surprised 
that this discovery reminds us that in 
your presence is the fullness of joy 
and pleasures for evermore.

The Chaplain welcomes young visitors from China to Christ 
Church, together with their Austrian guardian

*Archbishop Justin Welby: The Road to 
Canterbury by Andrew Atherstone, DLT, 
2013.  I can recommend this (unauthorised) 
biography. I was especially impressed by the 
Archbishop’s work as the co-director for 
International Ministry at the International 
Centre for Reconciliation based in Coventry. He 
is a seasoned traveller with in-depth knowledge 
of Africa and other parts of the Anglican 
Communion. It comes as a surprise that he was 
the preferred candidate of both the Church of 
Nigeria and the Episcopal Church of the USA 
(ECUSA) that is quite a span to straddle! He 
has written on ethics and finance and drawn 
on Catholic social teaching, which is one of the 
lasting fruits of Pope John Paul II’s ministry.
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Council Chairman:  
Ven. Patrick Curran, Chaplain

Meet your Council

The Annual Church Meeting that 
took place on 10 April was informa-
tive but brief. Elections were held for 
a number of vacant positions and the 
individuals listed below were voted 
by acclamation. There was a fairly 
good attendance and those present 
took note with appreciation and 
without comment of the report of the 
Chaplain and the Treasurer. 

The Chaplain listed a number of 
vacancies that still need to be filled. 
“It is during May and June that I 
begin to develop the programme at 
Christ Church for the autumn. There 
are two things that we have started 
up or restarted during my time at 
Christ Church. 

1.  We are now looking for a person 
or persons to lead the Alpha Course 
in the autumn of 2013. Over the past 
three years the leaders have been 
Sharon Hamilton/Denis Cole (2010), 
Jady and Lisa Koch (2011), Sarah 
Guinness (2012).

2.  In 2008 we held our first Youth 
and Family Retreat; we have enjoyed 
two very successful years and oth-
ers that were valuable in themselves 
but attracted few participants. If this 
venture is to continue one or more 
persons together will need to come 
forward to coordinate the day.

3.  We continue to look for an over-
all bazaar co-ordinator. Please see 
the plan posted both on the church 
porch and in the centre; alternatively 
ask Sheila Hargreaves to send a copy 
electronically.

Philip Reading continues to represent 
Christ Church at the Austria Bible 
Society. Mike Waltner represents 
Christ Church at the Inter-religious 
dialogue forum in the third district, 
which is organised through MA 17 
(Integration and Ministry). Judy Cas-
telino has volunteered to represent  
Christ Church at The Alliance for the 
Free Sunday (Allianz für den Freien 
Sonntag).”
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Church Wardens:  
Philip Reading (also 
Lay Vice-Chairman) 
and Malcolm Bricknell

Archdeaconry 
Synod 
Representatives: 
Nikki Hertford-
Scheiber and  
Angela Peake-Herzog  

Honorary 
Treasurer:  
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Council Members:  

Melanie Bolam-Klein 
Sheila Hargreaves 
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John Rowat
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Michael Schenk 
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Miranda Kopetzky
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I am writing this on a Sunday even-
ing after having been in Church 

during a Baptism this morning. At 
the start of the Baptism, as a con-
gregation we heard: 

People of God, will you welcome this 
child and uphold her in her new life 
in Christ?

We all responded: With the help of 
God, we will.

That is a significant promise that we 
all made.

I know that I would not be the per-
son I am today without all those 
who cared for me in the church 
community in which I grew up. My 
own children have been cared for by 
members of each of the churches of 
which we have been part over the 
years.  When I go back to our church 
in Copenhagen, I am always asked 
about our children. The love and 

care that they have experienced is 
deep and sincere and continues even 
though they are now adults and liv-
ing different lives.

Being a parent is probably the most 
rewarding and the hardest job that 
we set ourselves in life. If we want 
to drive a car we have to pass a test 
but there is no test to take to become 

a parent; each stage of 
a child’s life is new to 
the parents too. Like me, 
many of you will have 
experienced that even  
the second or third time 
around the person who 
emerges in a new child is 
different and the experi-
ence of previous times 
does not help.

Being part of strong com-
munities that share val-
ues or, in the case of the 
church, a faith, makes a 

Suffer Little Children ...
by
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Sophie and Angelina (discussing the sermon?)
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tremendous difference in 
the lives of children and 
their parents. Children 
from strong communities 
do much better when faced 
with challenges in their 
lives: these children are not 
only stronger themselves, 
but their parents have 
more resources with which 
to support and guide them. 

I have spent my adult 
life teaching children and 
working to create learning 
environments in which children and 
young people can thrive. People set 
great store on what education can 
do for young people, and rightly 
so. Schools have great power to 
influence their lives; they have the 
potential to guide students into 
developing their own sense of self 
and to empower them to make a 
path for themselves through the 
many challenges that life throws 
in their way. But having an outside 
community around them, that sets 
them standards to live up to; one 
that shares strong values and makes 
them feel loved, cherished and safe 
is a significant advantage in the lives 
of young people.

And so I want to make the case to 
you that it is not necessary to per-
form great actions, but instead be 
inclusive of the children and young 
people in our church community 
and in so doing play a special and 
powerful role that will help guide 

Elizabeth Stanners is Head of the 
Secondary School at the Vienna In-
ternational School. She was recently 
elected to the Church Council and 
also serves as Safeguarding Officer. 

The Church of England stipulates 
that each parish/church/chap-
laincy must appoint an officer to 
ensure that all vulnerable groups 
(children, young persons and vul-
nerable adults), are protected and 
safe from harm, in accordance with 
UK national policy “Protecting All 
God’s Children”. The Safeguarding 
Officer is selected and approved by 
the Chaplain and Church Council 
as someone who is suitable for this 
role, ideally having had involvement 
with the care of children in the past.

their actions and keep them safe, 
thus allowing us to fulfil the promises 
we make when we partake in the 
baptism of a child.

Baptism of Chioma-Serah Ezeudegbunam on 7 April 
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Easter at Christ Church

Holy Week and Easter at Christ 
Church, in common with church-

es the world over, is the busiest and 
most exciting time of the year. The 
range of services extend from the so-
lemnity of Maundy Thursday, where 
the Eucharist was institutionalised at 
the Last Supper, to the joy of Christ’s 
resurrection on Easter Sunday.

The Maundy Thursday liturgy took 
place at 20.00. Following the example 
of Christ who washed his disciples’ 
feet at the celebration of the Last Sup-
per, the clergy washed each other’s 
feet and those of a few volunteers 
from the congregation.  

Good Friday saw the traditional ecu-
menical service at Christ Church, with 
representatives of English-speaking 
sister churches in Vienna (see photo 
above). We were helped in our wor-
ship by five pictures depicting dif-
ferent stages of the Crucifixion (the 
Agony in the garden, the scourging at 
the pillar, the crowning with thorns, 
the carrying of the cross and the Cru-
cifixion itself). Five people from the 
different churches represented read a 
passage from the Bible related to the 

respective picture and shared his or 
her thoughts with the congregation. It 
was good to share out worship with 
Angela Simek and Deacon Peter King-
sley from the English-speaking Roman 
Catholic community in Vienna, Revd. 
Kathy Young and Deborah Koll-Petty 
from the English-speaking United 
Methodist Church and Rev. Troy Mor-
gan of the Vienna Community Church 
as well as members of their respective 
congregations. 

On Friday evening, there was a Good 
Friday Liturgy that began at 18.00. I 
did not attend that particular service 
this year.

Rain on Saturday did not allow us to 
congregate as usual in the garden for 
the lighting of the Easter Fire during 
the Easter Liturgy. Instead, the Chap-
lain with the assistance of Herbert 
Stenzenberger and protected from the 
elements by Vivian Stenzenberger, lit 
the fire on the steps of the church. 
His words, as he blessed the fire, were 
shared with the congregation through 
the loudspeaker system:

Dear friends in Christ, on this most holy 
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night, when our Lord Jesus Christ passed 
from death to life, the Church invites her 
children throughout the world to come 
together in vigil and prayer. This is the 
Passover of the Lord: if we honour the 
memory of his death and resurrection. 
By hearing his word and celebrating his 
mysteries, then we may be confident that 
we shall share his victory over death and 
live with him for ever in God ... May the 
light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the 
darkness of our hearts and minds.

The two-hour Easter Liturgy was 
one of the most moving and intense 
services I have ever attended. Our 
candles, lit from the Paschal Candle, 
provided the only light in the church 
added to the atmosphere. The service 
consisted of chants, readings, re-
sponses, psalms, prayers and hymns. 
The choir performed impeccably 
adding much to the dignity and joy of 
the occasion as did Emanuel on the 
organ. During the singing of the Litany 
of Redemption, we gathered around 
the font at the entrance of the church 
where we renewed our baptismal 
vows and were liberally sprinkled with 
blessed water. 

We then celebrated the first Eucharist 
of Easter and the lights were turned 
on. Our final hymn—appropriately Je-
sus Christ is risen today—was sung with 
great gusto in a mood of celebration. 

I was too busy preparing lunch for a 
crowd to attend the Easter Day service 
the following day, but the spiritual 
buzz I drew from the Easter Liturgy 
remained with me throughout the day 
and indeed will never be forgotten. 
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Hyacinth Osterlin

The congregation of Christ Church 
was deeply shocked and saddened to 
learn of the sudden and unexpected 
death of one of its most stalwart 
members, Helen Steiner. Helen was 
involved in many aspects of the life of 
Christ Church. She not only attended 
most of the services held at Christ 
Church, but took part with great 
enthusiasm in social activities. She 
was full of life, with a warmth and 
compassion that defined the Helen 
we knew and loved. While each of us 
will have his or her personal memories 
of her, the following represent a 
cross-section of responses from her 
numerous friends. 

A New Gardener in Heaven

Helen was a great addition to the 
Social and Entertainment Commit-
tee, always cheerful, always will-
ing to help with what was needed, 
nothing was a problem. As she lived 
“just down the road”, she was often 
on call, meetings held in her garden, 
said garden providing flowers and 
greenery for decorating the Church 
Centre for various events; our Chap-
lain has received many favourable 
comments about this atmosphere 
from visitors.  Her shopping cart was 
often packed with utensils (includ-
ing hotplates and crêpe pans for the 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Evening) 
and other catering items, taken home 
again after the clean-up. Mention 
must be made of the garden fresh 
tomatoes and rucola (rocket) in 
many of the salads. Thank You Helen 
for what you gave to us. You will be 
sorely missed.

I started attending Christ Church regu-
larly in July last year after my move 
from Singapore. Very soon one Sunday 
during coffee at the Church Centre I 
met Helen Steiner. When the crowd was 
dispersing Helen invited me to come and 
see her garden that was just round the 
corner. Curiosity got the better of me as I 
couldn’t possibly imagine that one could 
live in a house with garden in this central 
part of Vienna. To me the area seemed to 
consist solely of embassies, elegant old 
apartments and some high-rise blocks. 

This first invitation became the first of 
many. I soon realised that Helen would 
look out especially for newcomers and 
invite them over. So come Sundays there 
would be an intimate group of us, enjoy-
ing the sunshine, the garden, the cats, 
freshly brewed mint tea from the garden 
and each other’s company. 

Helen took me under her wings and 
persuaded me to take on a more active 

May-June 2013 final.indd   12 02/05/2013   16:13:07



13

Hospitality was Helen’s thing. Her 
garden was a green haven in the 
middle of Vienna and she loved 
sharing it. Doing the rounds of the 
flower beds with her you would find 
rucola planted among the roses, 
pansies among the tomatoes. It was 
idiosyncratic, beautiful, very much 
her creation and her joy.

She was a faithful member of the 
Social Committee and she became 
a good friend. She had a smile for 
everyone and was very easy meet-
ing new people and visitors to the 
church. She enjoyed being just down 
the road – from the church and the 
shop – and we will all hugely miss 
having her just down the road.  

Beryl David   

Patrick Knox-Peebles

Rosalind ShakespearNikki Hertford-Scheiber

role in the church. This led me to helping 
out with the Social Committee in church 
and attending Contact meetings. As our 
friendship deepened, I learnt more of her 
remarkable life as she shared her stories 
with me. I am grateful for her practical 
advice on adjusting to life in Vienna. 

Thank you Helen for the wonderful 
friendship and your loving generosity. 
I knew you for just a season, then you 
slipped away all too soon. But the pre-
cious memories of our brief encounter 
will live on for many more seasons to 
come. 

As long as I’ve known Helen and that 
goes back many years, she has been 
ready to help and support lost and 
lonely souls. She supported ‘Contact’ 
from the very beginning when Mau-
reen Agu started this very important 
organisation. She was not only one 
of the administration leaders but a 
contact person for information in 
the 3rd district and had hosted many 
coffee mornings. And together with 
many others, she was also a very 
determined supporter, who at the 
time was twice able to prevent the 
demise of Blue Danube Radio. 

She was very sociable and loved get-
ting together with people. For many 
years Helen opened her home on 
New Year’s Day, where many of us 
enjoyed a relaxed afternoon together 
not only with food and drinks but 
with friends and some very interest-
ing people that she met “around the 
corner”.

It was wonderful to have Helen on the 
Social Committee as she was always 
ready to help. A sweet-natured person, 
she brought her broad smile to whatever 
she had to do. I just couldn’t help liking 
her from the beginning. Helen would not 
only be there on time, but she would be 
one of the last to leave at the end of any 
event. It was not a question of “Can I 
help?”; she simply got down to whatever 
she had noticed had to be done. Whether 
it was cooking or washing-up there she 
was, chatting away and  offering sensible 
suggestions. The job was done in no time. 
Helen’s famous Glühwein was just one 
example of her culinary expertise, but 
cakes, sandwiches and anything else she 
had promised appeared when necessary. 

My sympathies go to her daughter, 
Antonia.

Remembering Helen Steiner
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The West is no longer the centre 
of the Christian world.  Although, 

Christian culture is still powerful in 
the West, “Christendom” as the Post-
Constantinian consensus between 
church and state, which placed Chris-
tianity at the centre of politics, culture 
and society for so many centuries, 
has fallen.

Today Christianity is stronger in 
Africa, Latin America and parts of 
Asia than it is in its old heartland of 
Europe. In the West we have seen a 
decline of the institutional church. 
This puts mission back onto the 
agenda of the Church in the West, 
which has for too long treated it as 
an added extra to Christian life. The 
question then becomes: how do we 
integrate mission into our Christian 
life, so that it is not seen as a threat, 
nor an unwanted extra task, but es-
sential to understanding who God 

is and who we are? In other words, 
how do we cultivate a spirituality of 
mission and at the same time see it 
as wholly integrated to Christian life, 
the mission of spirituality?

Mission is first of all God’s mission 
and is related to His very nature. 
Missio, which in Latin refers to 
“sending”, has to do not merely with 
the sending of the Son and the Spirit 
by the Father, but also to God’s inner 
being. In Himself God is a communion 
bound in love. God’s dynamic inner 
life flows out into creation and the 
redemption of the world. We, then, 
participate in God’s mission, which is 
essentially the same thing as saying 
that we participate in His life. We 
have managed to get things back to 
front. Mission is not an instrument 
of the Church, and therefore, given to 
be treated as an added extra. Rather 
the mission, God’s mission has a 
church, has an agent and this is the 
calling of each one of us, a vocation 
to be worked out by each individual 
as part of the Body of Christ. Mission 
then becomes, alongside worship and 
prayer, something which is life-giving 
and essential to the nature of what it 
is to be a follower of Christ.

I shall consider this question in re-
lation to the threefold structure of 
Christ’s life: “Sending”, “Dying”, and 
“Returning.” I shall bring to bear my 
experience as a missionary in Brazil 
for four years, my visits to the Diocese 
of Angola as part of the Diocese of 
London’s companion relationship, 
and as parish priest in, what I con-

Cultivating God’s Mission in us
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Revd. Dr. Richard Fermer in Angola
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Richard Fermer, who will be leading this year’s Christ Church Retreat, was born 
in Switzerland, educated in England, and studied philosophy and theology at 
Oxford University. He went on to complete a M.A. in systematic theology at 
King’s College London, and followed that with a PhD, entitled: “Spirit, Freedom, 
Identity: An account of how the Spirit’s agency in Christian transformation is 
compatible with human freedom and personal identity.” During his doctoral 
studies, research grants allowed him to spend time at the universities of Kiel and 
Heidelberg in Germany. He is also a qualified teacher of religious education and 
enjoys ministry to young people.

Increasingly drawn to a communal and pastoral expression of his Christian life, 
Richard was selected for ordination by the Diocese of London and trained at the 
College of the Resurrection, Mirfield, West Yorkshire. He served as an Assistant 
Curate at St John the Evangelist, Palmers Green, where with others he set up a 
youth network for the local deanery and then the area, organising youth events 
with innovative alternative worship. In 2005, Richard was sent to teach in the 
theological colleges of the Anglican Church in Brazil. His role there became in-
creasingly peripatetic, travelling to dioceses around the country to deliver courses, 
while also assisting pastorally and liturgically at local parishes. He also worked 
with a non-governmental organization that supported people with HIV/AIDS.

From Brazil, Richard moved to be Assistant Chaplain at St George’s in Paris, 
which has both an international English-speaking congregation and a French-
speaking Malagasy one. During his time in Paris he led two parish pilgrimages.

Since 2010, Richard has been the Supervisor of the “Mission and Ministry 
Programme”, of London Diocese’s companion relationship with the Diocese of 
Angola, part of the ALMA link (www.almalink.org). He visits Angola almost 
every year.

He is married to Giseli, who he met while in Recife, Brazil. They are both qualified 
massage therapists and enjoy music, cinema and dancing, and visiting friends 
and family in Brazil.

A spirituality of mission or the mission of spirituality?

sider to be, a quite missionary setting 
in Central London. As prayer and 
mission are to be integrated, this is 
to be a stimulus for your chaplaincy 
retreat, a time of prayer, a time to 

listen to God more deeply, to listen to 
oneself and the context of one’s life, 
and a time to be shaped by God and 
grow in response to His love and His 
call to love. 
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Austrian Abbeys

During the early years of Christi-
anity, the southern province of 

Carinthia initially had close ties with 
Salzburg. Carinthia generally pros-
pered in the early and high mediaeval 
period, but in the 15th and 16th cen-
turies constant battles with the Turks 
impoverished the region. As was 
the case with Salzburg much later, 
the economic downturn led to the 
preservation of buildings, so that the 
most important Romanesque church 
buildings in Austria can be found in 
Carinthia. The magnificent cathedral 
in Gurk, built in High Romanesque 
style, is worth a visit. 

Bearing in mind the theme of this 
series of articles, I will however con-
centrate on the abbey of St. Paul in 
Lavanttal. 

The abbey is situated on a hill, as is 
usual for Benedictine abbeys, over-
looking the valley of the Lavant river. 
From far away, the abbey appears to 
be Baroque. Nevertheless, the basilica 
in the centre of the abbey is in the 
Romanesque style and has managed 
to maintain this character until now. 
Unlike so many other church build-
ings in Austria, it did not undergo ma-
jor redecorating during the Baroque 
period. The exterior was built within 
a short space of time in a high Ro-
manesque style similar to that of the 
Cathedral in Gurk. On the west side, 
two towers frame a Gothic portal. On 
the south side, a Romanesque portal 
is watched over by goblins. The inside 
shows greater diversity of styles. The 
Romanesque capitals on top of the 
pillars are noted for their variety. In 
the central apse, a Baroque altar is 
placed before a Romanesque mural. 
After the great fire of 1367, the flat 
Romanesque roof was replaced by a 
ribbed Gothic vault. The grave of the 
dynasty of founders of the abbey, the 
Spanheims, is in Gothic style. Some 
murals in late Gothic  on the southern 
wall have been well preserved until 
now. Some of the graves of abbots 
are in the Renaissance style. 

I will describe the history of St. Paul’s, 
because it is fairly typical of many 
other abbeys in Austria. St. Paul’s was 
founded in 1091 by the noble line of 
the Spanheims. It was supposed to 
follow the Benedictine reformation 
movement of Cluny in France. Ini-
tially, monks from Hirsau in the Black 
Forest (South-eastern Germany) 
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continued on p 24

Interior of St. Paul’s Basilica

Part Two: St. Paul im Lavanttal, Carinthia, and 
the ups and downs of monasticism in Austria

è

served as mentors and sent liturgi-
cal scripts. Soon St. Paul had its own 
scriptorium (in those days, the skills of 
reading and writing were usually only 
found within abbeys that played the 
same role as present-day schools and 
universities). While the abbey had 
prospered up to this point, it took a 
downturn during the 15th and 16th 
century. Strife between the abbey and 
the counts who owned the land as 
well as the war with the Turks dev-
astated the abbey’s economic basis 
and some of the buildings. To cover 
the cost of the war against the Turks, 
the Emperor seized a fourth of all 
lands in church possession. External 
problems were not, however, the only 
ones: one of the abbots was sacked 
by the Archbishop of Salzburg for 
neglect of his duties. During the time 
of Emperor Maximilian I, hailed as 
the last knight and the first emperor 
of the modern era, Ulrich of Pfinzing 
was made abbot by the Emperor. Like 
his imperial friend, Ulrich led an ex-
travagant life, living beyond both his 
own means and those of the abbey. 

While Martin Luther had been an 
Augustinian monk early in his life, 
he later assured monks and nuns 
that they could break their vows 
without sin, because vows were an 
illegitimate and vain attempt to win 
salvation. Together with the problem-
atic state of the church as a whole at 
the time and the poor spiritual and 
economic state of the abbeys, this 
led to a general crisis of monasticism. 
In Carinthia, the reformation found 
many followers, among them even 

two abbots of St. Paul’s. Breaking his 
vows of poverty, their immediate suc-
cessor actually acquired land for him-
self and transferred it subsequently 
to his brother. A visitation in the year 
1616 reported the presence of only a 
few monks in the abbey whose Latin 
was so poor that they were not able 
to read the books in their own library.

The state of the abbey changed for the 
better under Hieronymus Marchstall-
er (abbot from 1616-1638) originally 
from Svabia. He was later hailed as 
the second founder of St. Paul’s. He 
abolished private ownership among 
the monks. The number of people 
inside the abbey rose from eight to 
thirty. From 1618 on, plans were 
made to rebuild the medieval abbey in 
the then modern Baroque style. The 
basilica in the centre was supposed 
to be surrounded on all four sides by 

May-June 2013 final.indd   17 02/05/2013   16:13:08



09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council   
 meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Reading Group

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

27 28 29
08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

Trinity Sunday

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Pentecost
08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist. Confirmation and  
 Reception into the Church of England  
 with Bishop David Hamid
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong

26

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.15 Report on the
 Pilgrimage to
 Turkey

St. Matthew

St. Philip and 
 St. James

May 2013

1
Wednesday

6 7 8

151413

20 21 22

12

19

5

Monday TuesdaySunday

May-June 2013 final.indd   18 02/05/2013   16:13:08



09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council   
 meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Reading Group

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

28 29 30 31
08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

24 25

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Sung Eucharist

18.00 Choral Evensong  
 followed by the  
 unveiling of the  
 Grimes 
 Memorial

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.15 Report on the
 Pilgrimage to
 Turkey

St. Matthew

Ascension

St. Philip and 
 St. James

1 2 3 4
Wednesday

7 8 9 10 11

1817161514

21 22 23

Tuesday Thursday Friday Saturday
St Matthew, 5. 3

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God

May-June 2013 final.indd   19 02/05/2013   16:13:08



5

12

19

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

Wednesday

17

24 25 26

32

11

18

4
Monday Tuesday

9

16

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

09.30 Holy Communion

Third Sunday after Trinity

Fourth Sunday after Trinity

Fifth Sunday after Trinity

23

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

Second Sunday after Trinity St. Barnabas

Birth of 
John the Baptist

First Sunday after Trinity

Sunday

June 2013

10

30

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

D i o c e s a n  S y n o d ,  C o l o g n e

R e t r e a t

Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty

May-June 2013 final.indd   20 02/05/2013   16:13:09



14 15

21 22

13

5

12

6 7

8

1

19

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

Wednesday

25 2726

11

18

4
Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

09.30 Holy Communion

20

St. Barnabas

St. Peter and 
St. Paul

Thursday Friday Saturday

28 29

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

D i o c e s a n  S y n o d ,  C o l o g n e R e t r e a t

Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty
2 Corinthians 3:17

May-June 2013 final.indd   21 02/05/2013   16:13:09



Church Notices
22

SO
U

N
D

IN
G

S 
A

N
D

 T
R

IP
 T

O
 C

A
R

N
U

N
T

U
M

O
R

D
IN

A
T

IO
N

 O
F 

C
H

R
IS

T
O

P
H

E 
W

U
T

SC
H

ER

Prompted by the exhibition Carnuntum AD 313: From Carnuntum to Christianity 
(see Frank Sauer’s article on p 26), the Chaplain is planning four evenings to 
provide additional background information for a planned visit to the exhibition 
in June. The working titles are (i) Marcus Aurelius and The Meditations, (ii) Con-
stantine the Great and the Edict of Milan, (iii) Polytheism and the Cult of Mithras 
in the Classical World and (iv) Judaism and Christianity, two monotheistic faiths. 
The dates are 21 and 28 May and 11 and 18 June. 

It is with great pleasure that we can announce that Professor Claudia Rapp will 
speak to us on the first session on 21 May at 19.00. The title of her lecture is 
Constantine’s Edict of Milan (313) and its significance for the history of Chris-
tendom. The outing to the exhibition in Carnuntum is planned for Sunday 23 
June immediately after the 10.00 service. Claudia has agreed be our guide on 
the day. Those who attended our outing to Schloss Schallaburg in the autumn 
will remember what a worthwhile day we enjoyed together.

Our former Choir Director, Christoph Wutscher, is to be ordained deacon on 
Sunday, 30 June in Chelmsford Cathedral, having completed his training at 
Westcott House theological college. He will serve as an assistant curate in the 
parish of St. Mary the Virgin with Christ Church in Wanstead, East London. Last 
summer he married Ulli who succeeded him as Choir Director until the time of 
their marriage. 

You may wonder what are the specific ministries of a deacon. See the synopsis 
below, which is taken from the ordinal.

Deacons are called to work with the Bishop and the priests with whom they 
serve as heralds of Christ’s kingdom. They are to proclaim the gospel in word 
and deed, as agents of God’s purposes of love. They are to serve the community 
in which they are set, bringing to the Church the needs and hopes of all the 
people. They are to work with their fellow members in searching out the poor 
and weak, the sick and lonely and those who are oppressed and powerless, 
reaching into the forgotten corners of the world that the love of God may be 
made visible. Deacons share in the pastoral ministry of the Church and in lead-
ing God’s people in worship. They preach the word and bring the needs of the 
world before the Church in intercession. They accompany those searching for 
faith and bring them to baptism. They assist in administering the sacraments; 
they distribute communion and minister to the sick and housebound. Deacons 
are to seek nourishment from the scriptures; they are to study them with God’s 
people that the whole Church may be equipped to live out the gospel in the 
world. They are to be faithful in prayer, expectant and watchful for the signs of 
God’s presence, as he reveals his kingdom among us. 
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The Reading Group will meet on Thursday, 15 May at 18.30. We will be looking 
at  A map for lost lovers by Nadeem Aslam, a British Pakistani writer (born 1966). 
Aslam took eleven years write A map for lost lovers. According to the author, the first 
chapter alone took him six years to complete. As stated in Wikipedia, the novel 
received widespread acclaim on publication, with critics repeatedly referring to 
the quality of its prose, its remarkable characters, and its exposé of the tortured 
immigrant experience. 

Our preacher at the 10.00 Sunday service on 16 June will be former member of 
the congregation and supporter of Christ Church, Matthew Earwicker. As you 
will remember, Matt and his family moved back to England at the end of last 
summer where Matt begin training for the ordained ministry of the Church of 
England in Cambridge. We look forward to seeing the Earwicker family again 
during their stay in Vienna.

On Tuesday, 14 May those who participated in the February pilgrimage to Tur-
key to visit the Seven Churches mentioned in the Book of Revelation—Symrna, 
Ephesus, Laodicea, Philadephia, Sardis, Thyatira, Pergamum—will be presenting 
their impressions of the pilgrimage at an evening in the Church Centre at 19.15. 
Anyone who could not take part but is nevertheless interested to learn about 
our trip is kindly invited to attend.

There are still some places available for this year’s annual Church Retreat that 
will be held from 7 to 9 June once again at the Benedictine monastery of Göt-
tweig. For more information about the topic of the retreat, see the article by our 
Retreat leader on pp 14-15. If you have never been on a Christ Church Retreat 
before, this might the right time to try. The venue is both beautiful and peaceful 
and the Retreat allows an opportunity for quiet contemplation or lively discus-
sion—or, as is usually the case, both. If you would like to attend, please contact 
Andrew Rooke (01/2032893) without delay since places are limited.

The next session of Theology on Tap will be held at the Cafe Ressel Park. It will 
be introduced  by Mike Waltner. The topic: A tale of two cities – the city of God 
and the city of man. Whose city is it anyways? Please join US and bring your 
friends. Date: Thursday, 13 June Location: Cafe Ressel Park, Wiedner Haupt-
strasse! (U2 Station at Karlsplatz). Space will be reserved inside for 18.30 and 
the discussion will begin at 19.00. More information to follow. Please reply by 
10 June. Email: mike.waltner@gmail.com.
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flanking buildings, similar to the fa-
mous Spanish abbey El Escorial. After 
Hieronymus Marchstaller’s death, his 
plans were taken up by generations 
of abbots until the current shape of 
the abbey’s buildings was reached. 

From 1777 onwards, a school 
(Stiftsgymnasium) was started in the 
abbey. Initially, it survived for only 
a brief time. Together with about a 
third of the Austrian monasteries, the 
Emperor Josef II closed St. Paul’s in 
1787 as part of his efforts to reform 
the Roman Catholic church in Austria. 
He tried to make the church part of 
the State, independent from Rome. He 
financed the large increase in bishop-
rics, parishes, and secular clergy by 
the widespread sale of monastic land. 
The number of monks and nuns was 
reduced from about 65,000 to 27,000. 
While curbing the power of the Pope 
and the Roman Catholic church, he 
granted religious liberty to Jews and 
Protestants. 

His radical reforms led to resistance 
not only within the clergy but also 
within the general population. Many 
of his reforms had to be reversed. 
After the death of his successor, his 
brother Leopold, all Habsburg emper-
ors tended to be rather conservative 
and tried to restore the power of the 
church. In 1809, the abbey of St. Paul 
was re-established by abbots and 
monks from St. Blasien in the Black 
Forest in Germany. Their abbey had 
been closed by the imperial deputa-
tion, which under strong pressure 
from revolutionary and Napoleonic 

France issued a resolution that led to 
the transfer of ecclesiastical property 
to new rulers. The new monks and 
abbot brought many treasures to 
the abbey and acquired much after 
taking over. On its website, St. Paul’s 
now calls itself as the treasury of 
Carinthia. In the following years the 
abbey built up a number of schools 
in the vicinity. 

In 1940, the abbey was closed down 
by the Nazis and the school turned 
into a Nationalozialistische politische 
Lehranstalt (a political school), which 
survived until the end of the Third Re-
ich. After the end of the War, monks 
returned to the abbey and the school 
system was re-established. In recent 
years, culture was emphasized and 
in 1991 the first Carinthian “Lande-
sausstellung” (provincial exhibition) 
took place in the abbey. It attracted 
almost 270,000 visitors. 

South portal of St. Paul’s Basilica

(continued from p 17)
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During a recent weekend trip to 
Prague, I decided on Sunday 

morning to tackle the walk to our 
sister church in that city: St. Clem-
ent’s. I found it hard to battle with 
the street names so I decided to focus 
on the River Vltava (Moldau) and 
concentrate on the bridges. On that 
Sunday morning, I asked Oliver for 
a map and with his help we discov-
ered it some three blocks away from 
where he lives!

I was on time for the 11.00 service 
and could look around and observe 
people coming into the church. 
When the chaplain entered, I was 
immediately reminded of dear Jer-
emy. It was something about his 
aura and it made me feel quite at 
home. The sermon was given by an 
ordinand who with his lovely kilt and 
Scottish lilt couldn’t help making me 
think of Scotland. It really felt like a 
home away from home and it was 
with much regret that I realised after 
the service that an hour and a half 
had past so I could not go across the 
road for coffee as we were planning a 

St. Clement’s, Prague

trip to the castle before I’d be catch-
ing my bus back home. 

Anyone thinking about a trip to 
Prague, do go. It’s a very bustling 
city with perhaps too many tourists, 
but safe to wander about: I spent 
some three hours exploring on my 
own and even found my way back to 
base. I look forward to my next trip 
to Prague and visiting St. Clement’s 
when I will certainly make time 
for that coffee and meeting some 
members of the congregation.

St. Clements mirrored in the office block opposite it and inside

Are you planning a visit to anywhere interesting over the next few months? If 
you take the time on your summer travels to attend a service at an Anglican/
Episcopal church in another city or country, why not take a photo and write 
about it? Let’s see how many, and how far-flung, those churches are! You 
might also like to send an article for our magazine describing an exhibition you 
have visited, a book you have read, a new destination or anything else that 
could be of interest to other readers. Suggestions for day trips from Vienna are 
particularly welcome, and may provide some inspiration to parents looking for 
outings during the long summer holidays.

by B
renda Pressinger
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How was it possible that a small 
Jewish sect became the world’s 

biggest religion? What was the world 
like at the time Christianity started? 
Why did Constantine the Great 
support this new religion? 

If you would like to have answers 
to these fascinating questions, the 
new exhibition in Bad Deutsch-
Altenburg near Carnuntum could 
be something for you. I visited this 
small but well prepared exibition 
on the Sunday after Easter and was 
quite impressed. You will be able to 
witness the history of the victory of 
Christianity over the Roman religion. 
In 308 AD there was an imperial 
conference in Carnuntum (which lies 
close to Vienna and was at that time 
an important city on the border of 
the Roman Empire) that culminated 
in the Edict of Milan in AD 313. The 
outcome of the edict was tolerance 
for the new Christian religion. It also 
represented the turning point in his-
tory when the ancient world changed 
into a Christian world.

The exhibition comprises four areas. 
The first one shows the religious 
context within the Roman empire. 
You will find information about the 
various Greco-Roman mysteries. The 
people of the Roman Empire could 
well have considered Christian prac-
tises as part of these mysteries. The 
Mithraic mysteries were one of the 
greatest competitors of Christianity 
during the first four centuries. The 
believers of this cult held a special 

meal as part of their religion and 
celebrated the birth of their god 
(Birth of the Unconquerable Sun) on 
25 December. 

The second area of the exhibition 
shows the context of the Roman 
State religion and the importance of 
the veneration of the Emperor. For 
the Romans, religion and service to 
the gods was a guarantee for the 
stability of the State. The fact that 
Christians refused to make sacri-
fices for the Emperor was sufficient 
ground to make them suspicious.

The next area is about the Constan-
tinian shift, from around AD 308 
—the time of the conference in Car-
nuntum and the resulting edicts—
until AD 313. Here you will discover 
just why Christianity became an 
interesting idea for Constantine. 
There were of course a number 
of political and religious reasons. 
There is a legend that Constantine 
had a vision before an important 
battle. The vision showed him that 
he would win the battle with the sign 
of the cross. He won and the legend 
has it  that here was the beginning 
of his support for Christianity. You 
can discover yourself if this is true 
or not when you visit the exhibition.

The last area is about Christianity 
itself. It includes a model of an an-
cient church and information about 
Christian symbols and the faith of 
the ancient Christians. One part of 
that area is dedicated to the conflict 

Early Christianity:            Carnuntum AD 313
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between Jews and Christian at this 
time. The relationship between these 
two religions became more and more 
problematic and it became difficult 
and dangerous for Jews in the follow-
ing centuries to live among a growing 
Christian culture.

For the exhibition you need about 
one hour. And for those who whose 
German is weak, all information 
is also provided in English. All the 
guides speak English although for a 
special tour in English, it is neces-
sary to call the museum in advance. I 
visited the exhibition on my own but 
I would actually recommend one of 
the excellent guided tours. 

The address is Museum Carnun-
tinum, Badgasse 40-46, 2405 Bad 
Deutsch-Altenburg. For those com-
ing by car, drive through Petronell-
Carnuntum and follow the local 
road to the middle of Bad Deutsch-
Altenburg. When you reach the 
traffic island with a clock, turn 
left into Badgasse and go past the 
Kurzentrum to the end of the road. 
The Museum is situated on the right 
at the end of the road. Coming from 
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the B9 main road, take the exit Bad 
Deutsch-Altenburg and drive down-
hill past the church, following the 
road to the roundabout. There are 
plenty of parking spaces in front of 
the museum. The exhibition is open 
daily from 9.00-17.00, with admit-
tance only up until 16.00. 

For a guided tour or more informa-
tion contact Ms. Yvonne Heuber  on 
0664/604 99 797.

© AKP

Early Christianity:            Carnuntum AD 313
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I had always admired immensely the 
works of C. S. Lewis and it lingered 

there at the back of my mind to delve 
more into his books. But as it is, as 
with so many other good intentions 
in life, it just remained on the back 
burner of my reading list. Therefore 
I was delighted one Sunday when I 
came across Christina Steven’s invi-
tation to view the film, Beyond Narnia 
which is an insight into the life of C.S. 
Lewis. I made a special note not to 
miss this event as it meant I would 
be watching it with friends who are 
fans of this great Christian author. I 
also looked forward to the bonus of 
an interesting discussion over tea. So 
come Friday there we were, a cosy 

group warmly ensconced in 
Christina’s flat. 

The hour long biographical 
docudrama starring Anton 
Rodgers as C. S. Lewis at 
home in Oxford cuts between 
Lewis’ running commentary 
on the events of his life and 
flashback dramatizations of 
those events. It starts with his 
carefree and joyous childhood 
to his miserable stint at board-
ing school after the abrupt and 
tragic death of his mother due 
to cancer. 

The major part of the film is 
about his time in Oxford. A 
short stint in World War I ce-
ments his atheism. Back in Ox-
ford he is offered the position 
of Fellow and Tutor and later a  

professorship. Here he is gradually 
and reluctantly influenced during 
constant debates and arguments 
with his Oxford colleagues especially 
T. R. Tolkien to embrace Christianity. 
He resists and struggles up to the 
moment of conversion. 

As his Christian belief deepens he 
starts writing. From 1933 till his 
death in 1963, Lewis produces many 
of his notable works on Christian 
themes as well the Chronicles of Nar-
nia, which is well known to fiction 
fans worldwide. 

In 1952 he meets Joy Davidman, an 
American writer and divorcee. Joy 
had been corresponding with Lewis 

May-June 2013 final.indd   28 02/05/2013   16:13:10



29



after reading his books and this 
eventually results in her conver-
sion to Christianity. Their meet-
ing, love affair and marriage are 
relatively brief as Joy succumbs 
to cancer a few years into the 
relationship. 

The film ends with Lewis question-
ing his faith as he agonizes over 
Joy’s death. “Where is God? ….Go 
to him when your need is desper-
ate when all other help is in vain 
and what do you find?? A door 
slammed in your face and bolted.” 
With seering honesty he tells of 
his despair, anger and ultimate 
reconciliation and a more mature 
faith in the God in whom he had 
placed his trust for so many years.

We enjoyed the film thoroughly 
and found it well done and touch-
ing. Though the hour long film was 
somewhat a brief and squashed 
view of the landmarks in Lewis´s 
life, it surprisingly summarizes 
things well and provides an excellent 
background to Lewis as a person 
and his extraordinary status as a 
prolific writer, essayist and Christian 
apologist. After watching this film 
depicting England from the 1940s 
to the 1960s, Christina very appro-
priately treated us to scrumptious 
English high tea. It was certainly a 
most enjoyable well spent evening . 
As I returned home my plan to read 
more of C. S. Lewis has taken on a 
new resolve and on top of the list 
would be the highly recommended 

partial autobiograpy of C.S. Lewis 
Surprised by Joy.

To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love 
anything, and your heart will certainly 
be wrung and possibly be broken. If 
you want to make sure of keeping it 
intact, you must give your heart to no 
one, not even to an animal. Wrap it 
carefully round with hobbies and little 
luxuries; avoid all entanglements; lock 
it up safe in the casket or coffin of your 
selfishness. But in that casket—safe, 
dark, motionless, airless—it will change. 
It will not be broken; it will become un-
breakable, impenetrable, irredeemable.  
C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves

Christina’s afternoon tea
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Bishop David Hamid, the suffragan 
bishop of our diocese since 

2002, is coming to Vienna to take 
a confirmation service on Sunday, 
19 May. The service will include 
receptions into the Church of England. 

Already on Saturday evening Bishop 
David will preach and give the 
final blessing at a special service 
of choral evensong at 18.00 hours 
before unveiling a plaque to mark 
the baptisms of over 1,800 Jewish 
Austrians at Christ Church in 1938 
by the Reverends Grimes and Frank 
Collard (cf. April edition page 4f.). 
This project was first suggested in 
the late 1990s by Sir Anthony Figges, 
who was then Her Majesty’s British 
Ambassador to Austria (1996-2000). 
It may be important to emphasise 
that our purpose is to mark what took 
place at our church in 1938 and to 
remind future generations.

The text of the plaque reproduced be-
low will also include a fac-
simile from the baptism 
registers of the time as 

well as a verse 
from one of 
the psalms.

Entries from the Christ Church baptism 
register for 25 July 1938 

Between March and September 1938, 
more than 1800 Jewish Austrians were 
baptised at Christ Church Vienna by the 
Reverends Hugh Grimes and Fred Col-
lard. On 25 July alone, 229 baptisms 
took place. For these people, baptism 
was a source of hope and for many, a 
step on the road to survival and freedom 
in emigration.

Erected by the congregation of Christ 
Church on 18 May 2013 to mark the 
75th anniversary of these events.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom then shall I fear? Psalm 27.1

Psalm verse 27.1 was chosen by the 
Church Council after receiving seven 
suggestions from various council 
members. We eliminated four by 
conducting a straw poll via email, 
always having in mind what we 
were commemorating: a desperate 
situation caused by the annexation 
of Austria by the Nazis in 1938 and 
an act of courage by two Anglican 
priests, who through their actions, 
were a source of hope. 

Of the three verses that remained we 
were agreed that Psalm 27.1 was the 
most appropriate. We were sure that 
some people, having read the plaque, 
would go on to read the whole psalm. 
Psalm 27 is a psalm of individual la-
ment. It falls into three parts. It begins 
with an affirmation of trust in God for 
protection (vv. 1-8), followed by the 
petition for help (vv. 9-15) and ending 

Heroes of Christ Church
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with confidence of being heard with 
a call for patience (vv. 13 to the end).

The English version of the psalm 
verse chosen is that of the Book of 
Common Prayer, which is the Cover-
dale version and in this case is only 
slightly different from the King James 
Version. The Book of Common Prayer 
version was chosen because it was 
the book of services used exclusively 
by the congregation at the time; 
those who were baptised were given 
a Book of Common Prayer and today 
we continue to hold services from it 
regularly: in particular 9, The Order 
for Morning Prayer; 10, The Order for 
Evening Prayer; and 15, The Order 
for the Administration of Holy Com-
munion.

I wrote in the April edition of Cross-
ways that there is some evidence that 
those who were baptised at Christ 
Church also received a copy of the 
Book of Common Prayer. Please see 
the photo with the inscription:

“Fred Günsberger on the occasion of his 
baptism in the British legation church, 
Vienna July 25, 1938.” 

It is taken from the inside cover of a 
Book of Common Prayer which was 
published by the Society for Promot-
ing Christian Knowledge (SPCK). 
Fred Günsberger left Austria to live 
in Australia. He went on to become a 
practising Christian for the rest of his 
life. His daughter, Rose, lent me Fred’s 
copy of the Book of Common Prayer 
and also made a donation towards 
the plaque. 
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In and Around Christ Church

Dr. Claus Vogl was recently promot-
ed to the position of “Dozent” (As-
sociate Professor) at the Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine of the University 
of Vienna. Claus is not only a master 
of his own field of specialization (sta-
tistics) but has extensive knowledge 
of all natural sciences, in particular 
zoology and botany. Many people 
at Christ Church, particularly the 
youngsters, have enjoyed his nature 
walks during the Youth and Fam-
ily Retreat. Your “family” at Christ 
Church is very proud of you, Claus!

Congratulations, 
Claus!

Prayer of the Month

We pray for the Confirmation candidates:

May the blessing of God

confirm and strengthen you

as you grow in faith.

May the Lord defend and affirm you

in your commitment to him,

and, through the gift of his Spirit,

carry you close to his heart,

all the rest of your days. Amen
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

May 5 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

May 9 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day Sung Eucharist

May 14 (Tues) 19.15 Account of Pilgrimage to Turkey

May 15 (Weds) 18.30 Reading Group ‘Maps for lost lovers’ by   

   Nadeem  Aslam

May 18 (Sat)  18.00 Choral Evensong followed by the unveiling of  

   the Grimes Memorial 

May 19 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation and Reception into the Church of  

   England with Bishop David Hamid

May 21 (Tues) 19.00 Talk by Dr. Claudia Rapp on Constantine’s   

   Edict of Milan (313) and its significance for the  

   history of Christendom

May 22 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

June 2 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist

  18.00 Choral Evensong

June 3-7   Diocesan Synod, Cologne

June 7-9   Retreat at Stift Göttweig

June 13  18.30 Theology on Tap

June 23 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist 

   (transferred from 30 June)

   Outing to Carnuntum to visit the exhibition

   Carnuntum AD 313

Aug 25 (Sun) 12.00 Christ Church BBQ at the Castelinos’

Aug 31 (Sat)  Safeguarding training day workshop with

   Paul Needle

Sept 7 (Sat)  Annual parish outing to Pöllau in Styria and the

   surrounding area. 

   Host: Emanuel Schmelzer-Ziringer

Sept 19-22  Archdeaconry Synod, Woking, UK

Oct. 12 (Sat)  Council Quiet Day

Nov 10 (Sun)  Remembrance Sunday

Nov 16 (Sat)  Annual Bazaar
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