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Wishing all  readers a very 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year
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The cover phot was taken during the Advent 
Bazaar. Christ Church is proud of its 
multinational, multicultural congregation that 
spans generations, thereby greatly enriching our 
community and the life of the Church. 
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The deadline for submissions 
for the February 2013 issue of 
CROSSWAYS  is 15 January 2013. 
Please send contributions to be 
considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

Judy

By rights, I should not be writing this column. I have 
just heard on the BBC that the Church of England 

has rejected women as bishops and I had promised my-
self that if the General Synod voted to remain in the 
Middle Ages, that would be sufficient reason for me to 
say goodbye to the Church of England. It does not make 
me proud that (a) I have not yet honoured that promise 
and (b) that I continue to be associated with an anach-
ronistic and “wilfully blind” institution that continues to 
practise discrimination on grounds of gender—discrim-
ination that in other fields of activity would not only 
be morally unacceptable but downright illegal. Mixed 
with my repugnance is perplexity: if a woman is able 
to be a sovereign and Supreme Governor of the Church 
of England, why is a women considered unfit to hold 
the more junior office of bishop? Still, this is the start of 
Advent (and new beginnings) and I can only pray that 
those whose minds and hearts are floundering in the 
dark will, by some miracle, wake up and see the light. 
Lord, how much easier life would have been if you had 
chosen to send us a daughter instead of a son!

Within Christ Church itself, unlike its mother body, 
there is reason to be proud. The Bazaar was an un-
qualified success making the hard work of all involved 
well worthwhile. Other events, both within and outside 
the Church—Remembrance Sunday, the Nigerian Fest, 
to name two—were well attended, and contributed to 
the richness of the life of the community. Christmastide 
brings with it a slate of services and activities that are 
bound to make us feel good (and possibly lessen the 
bitter taste in many of our mouths). Look carefully at 
the calendar, notices and “Dates for your Diary” on 
page 31 for times and details. 

This year our church lost several valuable supporters 
through one reason or another and desperately needs 
people to step into their shoes. New faces (or fresh 
ideas from familiar faces) would be a valuable asset and 
powerful stimulus. If you have never done much more 
than simply attend the 10.00 service at Christ Church, 
you might consider making a deeper commitment to the 
life of our church in 2013. You stand to gain as much 
as you give. I wish you a happy, peaceful and blessed 
Christmas. 

In this issue
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The Venerable Patrick Curran
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Over the past few weeks 
the Church of England has 

been in the news in Austria 
for better and for worse. On 
Friday, 9 November it was an-
nounced that the Rt Revd Justin 
Welby would become the next 
Archbishop of Canterbury in 
succession to Rowan Williams, 
who is stepping down at the 
end of the year. Welby, who 
is presently the Bishop of 

Durham, will be enthroned as 
Archbishop in March of next year. 

Much was made of Welby joining 
the priesthood relatively late hav-
ing served for several years in the 
oil industry, as well as the fact that 
he had been a bishop for only a 
year. If we are looking for a man-
ager then his time in the oil industry 
will be a valuable experience that 
he brings to the task at hand. I was 
especially pleased to read that, like 
the majority of clergy in the Church 
of England, he had served a cura-
cy and subsequently been the rec-
tor of Southam and vicar of Ufton. 
From there he went on to serve at 
Coventry Cathedral, where he was 
co-director for international min-
istry at the International Centre for 
Reconciliation, during which time 
he made frequent visits to Nigeria. 
From Coventry he went on to be 
the Dean of Liverpool Cathedral, 
where he served for some seven 
years and was relentlessly teased by 
Liverpudlians—an exercise in learn-
ing not to take yourself too seriously. 

Being the dean of a major cathedral 
is a significant experience, and in 
Welby’s case it complements and 
buttresses his brief incumbency as 
a bishop, because as dean and thus 
a member of the Bishop’s Senior 
Staff he will have observed how a 
diocese is led, pastored and empow-
ered. It is a daunting task being the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, because 
there are major issues that have not 
been resolved within the Church of 
England that seem to mean that it is 
forever tearing itself apart.

I am happy to explore the above 
remark with anyone who asks. It 
brings me to the other matter that 
has seen the Church of England in 
the news: the vote on the legisla-
tion concerning women in the epis-
copate. The purpose of the legisla-
tion was to enable women who are 
priests in the Church of England to 
become bishops. I write the morning 
after the historic vote. Presently no 
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one knows precisely what the out-
come of the vote is going to mean 
for the Church of England in the 
short or medium term. Many com-
mentators are sure that the decision 
taken by the House of Laity to vote 
marginally against the legislation is 
going to impact negatively on the 
mission of the Church of England 
in England. My sadness regarding 
the vote concerns the mission of 
our church in its country of origin. I 
believe that this decision is going to 
make it even more difficult to com-
mend the faith that not only gives 
meaning and stability to our lives, 
but also an ever growing apprecia-
tion of life itself. As the Archbishop 
said after the vote “This vote of 
course isn’t the end of the story; 
this is not an issue that is going to 
go away, about three quarters of the 
total membership of Synod voted for 
this, the dioceses voted for it, there 
is still the will for this to happen and 
so what the Church of England now 
has to do is find a way forward.”

Both the Houses of Bishops and 
Clergy comfortably passed the two 
thirds majority mark required for 
major legislation. Especially women 
are going to feel hurt by the vote of 
the House of Laity and especially 
those women who have been or-
dained with the ability and gift to 
be leaders, pastors and teachers 
combined with a prophetic voice. It 
is too early to fully evaluate what 
took place, but I will allow myself 
three observations. The church is 

an inherently conservative insti-
tution and I believe the vote in the 
House of Laity, which amounts to 
a veto, shows this. We within the 
church like what we know and what 
we have grown up with. Secondly, 
it is clear that although the bishops 
wanted to lead on this issue their 
leadership was ignored by a signifi-
cant group of the lay membership 
of General Synod. Forty-four of the 
bishops voted in favour of the legis-
lation. Three voted against. Earlier, 
forty-two of the forty-four dioceses 
voted in favour of the legislation 
including our diocese. Finally the 
Church of England through General 
Synod has become a highly political 
body. People now campaign to be 
elected to General Synod, by say-
ing how they will vote on issues 
such as women in the episcopate. 
Faithful witness and service are less 
valued than where one stands on 
this and that issue. Kyrie eleison.

Rt. Revd. Justin W
elby, 
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We are about to embark once again 
on the celebration of Christmas grate-
ful for but not uncritical of Rowan 
Williams’ leadership as Archbishop 
of Canterbury. We are hopeful that 
Justin Welby who succeeds him will 
grow into the demanding ministry of 
being Archbishop of Canterbury: a 
ministry that includes a leading role 
within the Anglican Communion. 
We long that the ordained ministry 
is one, where men and women have 
a shared ministry regardless of gen-
der and concerns about headship, 
because it is Christ who is the head 
of the Church.

What does our Christmas celebra-
tion tell us? Amongst many things it 
tells us that God became incarnate, 
became the very stuff of which you 
and I are made: flesh. As we say in 
Eucharistic Prayer B “by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he took flesh…
born of the blessed Virgin” or even 
more precisely in Eucharistic Prayer 
A “Through him you have freed us 
from the slavery of sin, giving him to 
be born of a woman”. This woman 
has a name. Her name is Mary. She 
gives of her very self, of her very 
substance, of her flesh. She, this 
woman, is the one by which God 
enters the world. 

In mothers we very often see that 
selfless love that emulates the self-
less love of God that will one day be 
nailed to the cross, for ever “rooted 
in wood” as Rowan Williams sug-
gests in his poem entitled Rublev.* 
In light of Mary’s example we need 

to quickly come to accept the out-
come of the vote in the sense of ‘be 
it to me according to thy word’ while 
knowing that the birth pangs of this 
our age are going to be painful, not 
without struggles and setbacks. God 
in Jesus Christ enters the stage of 
history, the world, so that men and 
women may flourish not only in the 
world, but also in the Church (the 
body of Christ), so quoting Williams 
once again we may “sit and speak 
around one table, share one food, 
one earth”.

* Andrei Rublev (c1360–1427) is re-
garded by some as the greatest icon 
painter the world has ever known.

A
ndrei Rublev
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by the C
haplain

The motto for the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity 2013 (18-25 

January) is taken from the Book of 
the Prophet Micah: “What does God 
require of us?” (cf. Micah 6:6-8) To 
mark the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity at Christ Church our preacher 
will be the Swedish Lutheran pas-
tor Maria Scharffenberg. She was 
licensed as the new Swedish pas-
tor serving the congregation in the 
Gentzgasse at a service in October.  

It is a particular pleasure to welcome 
a pastor of the Swedish Lutheran 
Church since there have been good 
relations between the Church of 
Sweden and the Church of England 
for over one hundred years. I was 
especially helped by a book by the 
Swedish Lutheran theologian Gustav 
Aulen, Christus Victor (The Victorious 
Christ). He writes, “the work of Christ 
is first and foremost a victory over 
the powers which hold mankind in 
bondage: sin, death, and the devil.” 

By 1994/95 most of the Nordic 
and Baltic Churches as well as the 
Anglican Churches of the British Isles 
had signed the Porvoo Agreement. 
Porvoo is a cathedral city in Finland. 
The agreement’s achievement is that 
it established a relationship of Full 
Communion between the participat-
ing churches very similar to that of 
the Anglican Communion through 
which we share full communion 
through what is termed the inter-
changeability of ministries.

What does this mean? It means that 
you and I can take a full part in the 

life of the churches of the Porvoo 
Communion. We can even register 
on the electoral roll of a local par-
ish church meaning that should I 
live in Odense, Denmark, far away 
from any local Anglican chaplaincy, 
I can participate as fully in the life of 
the local Danish Lutheran parish as 
I can in any chaplaincy of our dio-
cese. For me personally as a priest 
of the Church of England, it means 
that I can apply for a position as 
a priest in the Lutheran Church of 
Norway. I fancy something close to 
the Nordkap, but then maybe not!

I highlight the Porvoo Agreement, 
because it shows that the ecumeni-
cal movement of the 20th century 
did bear fruit and that Christians 
are not only working together on 
social projects, but are also growing 
closer together in all sorts of ways to 
strengthen the bonds of affection that 
we must have for each other as mem-
bers of one body, the body of Christ, 
the Church. There is a website with 
fuller details about the Agreement 
and the Porvoo Communion: www.
porvoochurches.org

I began by writing that the Week of 
the Prayer for Christian Unity 2013 
has taken as its motto: What does 
God require of us? Yes, what does 
God require of us is a question we 
should be reflecting on and pray-
ing about at all times and especial-
ly as we prepare to celebrate both 
Christmas and Epiphany, while seek-
ing to live the unity of the body of 
Christ for which he prayed that: we 
might be one! (ut unum sint)

Week of prayer for
Christian Unity
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I received a very warm welcome 
from Vicar Maria Scharffenberg 

when I met her at her office on 
Gentzgasse in Vienna’s 18th dis-
trict. The building was, appropri-
ately, a Barnabite monastery until 
the 1920s, but had fallen into disre-
pair and was slated for demolition. 
Fortunately, it was saved, renovated 
and since 1986 has been let to the 
Swedish Church. The church itself is 
housed in the former refectory (see 
photo below right). The beautiful 
red velvet chairs that serve as pews 
were donated by a Swedish opera 
singer when the theatre where she 
worked was refurbished. A service 
is held at 11.00 every Sunday, at-
tended by some 40-45 Swedes.

Across the corridor is the office of 
the Finnish church that also holds 
its services in the former dining 
room of the monastery. 

The Church of Sweden has been 
present in Austria in one way or 
another since 1700. In 1938, Sister 
Ana-Lena Peterson came to Vienna 
as part of the Swedish-
Israel Mission. During 
the war years, she helped 
save many lives, until she 
was forced to leave the 
country in 1941. Sister 
Anna-Lena returned to 
Vienna in 1946 on be-
half of Save the Children, 
Sweden. She remained in 
Vienna until 1988, and 
received the Silver Medal 

of Honour of the Republic of Austria, 
as well as the personal appreciation 
from the Mayor of Vienna. Swedish 
nationals in Vienna would meet at 
her home and in 1978 organized the 
first Swedish charity bazaar. These 
informal arrangements evolved un-
til 1982 when the Swedish Church 
decided to establish an official 

Svenska Kyrkan

The Revd. Maria Scharffenberg
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presence in Vienna. The church is in 
the Lutheran-Protestant tradition. 

Maria is the eighth vicar appointed 
to serve at the Swedish Church in 
Austria. Despite her German name, 
Maria is well and truly Swedish (the 
family left Germany in the 12th cen-
tury) and is struggling somewhat to 
understand the Viennese. She was 
ordained in 1997 after studying 
theology at the University of Lund 
in the south of the country. In the 
middle of her studies, she had some 
doubts about her calling, but as 
she candidly admitted, God had his 
own ideas for her. She served as an 
assistant priest for 15 years, before 
seeing, and applying for, the post in 
Vienna. 

Husband Per and daughter Beatrice 
welcomed the opportunity for 
change, and the family moved to 
Vienna in March this year, their first 
time in Austria. Maria also covers 
the Church of Sweden in the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Slovakia. 
Altogether there are some 5,000 
Swedes in her area. Her 
first trip to Budapest was 
in September, where she 
conducted a marriage 
service. In addition to 
visits to the neighbouring 
countries, she also plans 
to visit Swedish commu-
nities in other cities in 
Austria, and will be going 
to Klagenfurt in January 
for a New Year service.

When I visited the Swedish Church, 
preparations for the bazaar on 2 
December were in full swing. The 
small kitchen was brimming over 
with the raw materials to make 400 
litres of Glühwein, over 3,000 saf-
fron or cinnamon buns as well as 
quantities of gingerbread. Maria is 
obviously keen to continue the tra-
dition of a charity Christmas bazaar 
that preceded the establishment of 
the Swedish Church in Vienna. 

Traditionally, the Swedish Church 
has strong ties with the Anglican 
Church. Last year, Maria and mem-
bers of her parish visited the sister 
church in Lancashire, England, St 
Botolph’s Church, popularly known 
as the Boston Stump. She met the 
Ven. Patrick Curran last month, 
having been introduced by her pre-
decessor, Jonas Lindequist. She will 
be preaching at Christ Church on 
20 January accompanied by some 
members of her own congregation. I 
trust they will feel as welcome with 
us as I did during my brief visit to 
the Swedish Church.



Remembrance Day 2012 fell appropriately 
on a Sunday. On the “eleventh hour of the 

eleventh day of the eleventh month”, the con-
gregation, in common with congregations the 
world over, stood for two minutes in silence to 
remember those who gave their lives for their 
countries. The service was, as usual, moving, 
and the congregation counted guests from the 
diplomatic service as well as the Austrian armed 
forces. The lesson was read by the Ambassador 
of the United Kingdom, H.E. Mrs. Susan le Jeune 
d’Allegeershecque CMG, who graciously hosted 
a reception after the service, together with her 
husband, Stephane (see photo below). 

They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor 
the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning 
We will remember them.
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One of the volunteers helping on 
Saturday, 17 November com-

mented afterwards that in addition 
to being a great success, the day had 
above all been a happy event. Even 
the stallholders and helpers who 
were rushed off their feet said that 
they had particularly enjoyed this 
year’s Bazaar. This view was also 
expressed by the visitors who were 
there in droves and who patiently 
queued up, some well in advance, 
until the doors opened at 10.30.

Nikki McGregor owner of Bobby’s 
Foodstore opened the Bazaar offi-
cially, cutting the ribbon at 10.30 to 
a skirl of bagpipes played by Graham 
Hood, our regular piper. The crowd 
that had been waiting patiently 
then poured in to spend, spend and 
spend! Most stalls increased their 
sales this year and the Sculpture/
Toy Balloons,      and Coffee for 
Helpers also received an increase in 
donations. Books, as usual, raised 
the most money, thanks to the tire-
less efforts of Diana Dopheide and 
her team.
 
A group of people without whom 
the Bazaar would be impossible 
deserve special mention this year. 
Herbert Stenzenberger, one of the 
three Bazaar Coordinators, organ-
ized a large team of volunteers who 
drove vans to and from Korneuberg, 
Himberg, the Church Shop and the 
Centre, containing hundreds of box-
es and bags that were then loaded 
and unloaded by another team. It 
was run like a military operation 
by Herbert who ensured that all 

Advent Bazaar 2012

the tables were in place with items 
ready for sale in the right area and at 
the end the vans reloaded and emp-
tied back at base.

David Hope did a sterling job in 
ensuring  guests were thoroughly 
entertained throughout the day ar-
ranging the distribution of furniture 
and a million other tasks. 

The generosity of our sponsors, as 
well as donations from members 
of the congregation, resulted in an 
impressive income from the sale of 
raffle and tombola tickets. The kind 
support of  Ottakring and Coca Cola 
was once again invaluable. Students 
from the Vienna International School 
were involved in various capacities, 
including helping clear up at the end 
of the day, and their contribution 
was much appreciated by all who 
worked with them.

Of course the outstanding success 
of this year’s Bazaar would not have 
been possible without the tireless 
commitment and organizational 
skills of the principal coordinator, 
Sheila Hargreaves. While many peo-
ple pulled together on the days lead-
ing up to the Bazaar, Sheila worked 
throughout the year to ensure that 
all necessary arrangements were in 
place. Her attention to detail while 
keeping sight of the big picture—
one of her unique strengths—en-
sured that on the day everything ran 
smoothly. And throughout, she pre-
sented a public face of absolute calm 
that proved contagious. Thank-you, 
Sheila, you did us proud!
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CHRIST CHURCH ADVENT BAZAAR 2012 A great time was had by all
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What is there left to say about 
the annual Nigerian Fest, 

put on as a fund-raising event by 
the Nigerian community at Christ 
Church? It’s vibrant, colourful, loud, 
entertaining, highly sociable and 
above all lots of fun! Members of 
the Christ Church congregation and 
friends of all nationalities and ages 
have a chance to mingle and relax 
against a uniquely African back-
ground. This year proved no excep-
tion to the rule. The food was deli-
cious and varied and the programme 
was more an indication of delights 
to come than a precise timetable 
for the evening. The music, expertly 
managed by DJ David, ensured that 
conversation took place in compan-
ionable proximity, rather than across 
a table. It was once again held at the 
church hall of Christus, Hoffnung der 
Welt, in Kagran (Vienna 22). There 
seemed to a record number of con-
gregation members (see photo right), 
most of whom were more than hap-
py to let their hair down and dance 
to African rhythms. The Chaplain, 
donned in a Kenyan shirt that his 
daughter and son-in-law brought 
back from their honeymoon, was one 
of the most active on the dance-floor 
and a willing partner for some of the 
youngest dancers. 

It is not possible on these black and 
white pages to do justice to the fashion 
show. Each and every costume was a 
treat for the eyes and all the mod-
els—including a number of European 
friends of Africa—all looked beguil-
ing. Even the men—Africa’s answer 

Afrikagrana



to the Chippendales?—managed not 
to look embarrassed as they strode 
across the catwalk. Some of the 
younger models might have their fu-
ture mapped out for them.

John and I had gone to the Fest with 
our grandchildren and it was hard to 
drag them away from what was an 
extraordinary evening: no one tell-
ing you not to run around between 
the dancers, play hide-and-seek or 
eat to your heart’s content. They 
enjoyed helping with the raffle draw 
(although we were not among the 
lucky winners) and made lots of new 
friends. The event went on late into 
the night (long past our reluctant de-
parture). It is particularly admirable 
that those responsible for preparing 
the African food for the Fest were able 
to repeat the performance two weeks 
later at the Christ Church Bazaar. 
Congratulations to Emmanuel and 
his team for a superb effort.

Despite a modest entrance fee and 
reasonably priced food and drink, 
the Fest managed to make a gener-
ous contribution to the life of the 
church (see photo below). 
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Merry Christmas, Anna
16

Robert turned off the ignition and looked over at his sleeping wife, sa-
vouring the warmth of the car before bracing himself for the short walk 

through the snow to the front door. It had been a long evening. After dinner, 
they had wrapped the presents and placed them furtively under the tree, ever 
watchful for curious eyes peeping through the bannisters. They then com-
pleted preparations for Christmas lunch the following day, before driving into 
the village for Midnight Mass. As a relative newcomer to the church, Robert 
had found the service deeply moving. He recalled the first time he had set foot 
in a church since he had left school and that inevitably drew his mind back to 
a seemingly innocuous event that changed his life ...

It had been a week before Christmas the previous year. Robert was enjoying 
a second complementary drink in his business-class seat as he waited for 
take-off, when, to his barely disguised annoyance, the flight attendant ap-
proached him with a somewhat dishevelled, flustered and apologetic woman 
in tow, laden with armfuls of shopping bags. Apparently, overbooking had 
resulted in a last-minute upgrade for a passenger who, by all appearances, 
had little experience of seats at the front of an aircraft. Robert did his best to 
resist her attempts at conversation, but reluctantly learned that her father had 
treated her to a trip to Scotland to attend a cousin’s wedding and that she had 
used the opportunity to buy gifts for her three daughters. Upon landing, pas-
sengers were informed that there was a technical problem that would delay 
disembarkation for a while (in the event, it was over an hour). The obvious 
distress of Robert’s fellow traveller forced him to enquire if there was a prob-
lem. Apparently, she lived in the country at some distance from the airport 
and the last train would have left by the time she reached the station. In an 
uncharacteristic gesture of chivalry that would have astonished his friends 
and colleagues, Robert found himself offering to drive her home. 

The drive was not long, but the route circuitous and unreachable by public 
transport late in the evening. Anna’s father—Robert had out of politeness 
enquired after her name—met them in the driveway of the old farmhouse, 
that stood some way outside the village. He insisted that Robert come in 
for a coffee and thanked him profusely for his kindness. Robert, who rarely 
found himself in receipt of gratitude, felt awkward, but obliged to accept the 
invitation. The house was modest, clean yet somewhat disorganized; money 
was obviously short and Robert felt a pang of sympathy that some people 
had to live without the creature comforts to which he had always been ac-
customed. When father and daughter learned that he had no specific plans 
for Christmas, other than a vague golfing arrangement with a former col-
league, they insisted with one voice that he join them for Christmas lunch. 
Robert’s immediate inclination was to refuse politely, but having admitted his 
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plans were very fluid, he did not know how to do this 
without causing offence. At the same time, he felt sorry 
for the family and realised that he could do something 
concrete to help by bringing the type of gifts that 
they could not otherwise afford. Robert supported 
a number of charities—somewhat halfheartedly and 
sporadically if the truth be known—and Anna’s fami-
ly would become the recipients of his newfound gener-
osity and compassion. Tom, Anna’s father, admitted that 
he sometimes missed the company of another male and sug-
gested that Robert drive down on Christmas Eve and attend Midnight Mass 
with Anna while he stayed at home with the children. He learned that Anna 
had been widowed six years earlier when her youngest daughter was still a 
baby and that Tom, who had just retired and was a widower himself, had 
moved in with his daughter and granddaughters. Robert’s heart nearly burst 
with good will and charity: here was an opportunity for him to actually give, 
something that had never come easily to him. He would bring joy to the fam-
ily and ensure them a happy Christmas. He spent the next six days warming 
to the role of himself as a magnanimous benefactor and loaded his car with 
extravagant gifts for the entire family as well as goodies for the table from a 
renowned delicatessen. He could almost see the wonder in the girls’ eyes and 
Anna’s grateful smile as they opened their gifts.

Sitting in his car now, he shook his head ruefully and cringed as he recalled 
his arrogance. How wrong he had been! How could he for one moment have 
imagined that the expensive toys, the caviar, champagne and foie de gras 
would have had any particular value for the noisy, excited, happy, loving, 
Christian family that greeted him when he knocked on their door a year ago. 
The warmth and joy had overwhelmed him. How naive of him to think that 
he was the giver, and they the receiver, when the truth was so obviously the 
contrary! After supper, he had driven Anna to the village church for his first 
ever Midnight Mass. His initial discomfort was palpable but gradually he was 
able to immerse himself in the service, returning in his mind to happy hours 
spent in the school chapel. When exactly had he lost his way? The next day 
was one of the most memorable of his life: chaotic, exhilarating, full of laugh-
ter ... the sort of day he had only experienced as a small child.

Returning to the city on Boxing Day, Robert knew his life would never be the 
same again. A small kindness extended to a stranger on a plane had been re-
ciprocated a thousandfold. As he took the key out of the ignition, he   thanked 
God for the unexpected gift of happiness. He leant over to wake up his beauti-
ful new wife with a gentle kiss. Merry Christmas, Anna, he whispered.
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g To help you prepare for Christmas, Lucille and Patrick Curran are once again 
holding an evening of Advent and Christmas readings around an open fire at 
their home on Tuesday, 11 December at 19.15 (in lieu of Soundings). Since 
space is obviously limited, please contact them as soon as possible if you 
would like to join them, either  by letting them know personally, phoning the 
Church Office or sending an email. 
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A. This year’s Kids’ Church Nativity Play is called Jesus’ Christmas Party by 
Nicholas Allan. Rehearsals have already commenced, but we hope that many 
families will join us on Sunday, 16 December at 10.00 for what promises to be 
a joyful celebration of the magic of Christmas.

B. In the evening we will reassemble for the traditional service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols at which our church choir leads the singing and delight those who 
want to contemplate the mystery of God’s coming into the world as a human 
being before the busyness of preparing for the celebration of Christmas itself. 
Be advised that the service is not suitable for young children.

C. As every Sunday, there will be celebration of Holy Communion according to 
the Book of Common Prayer at 08.00.

This year’s Carol Singalong will be in aid of an excellent cause right on our 
doorstep here in Vienna - a newly opened safe house for vulnerable women 
called Solwodi, which is an anagram standing for Solidarity with Women in 
Distress. Do come along on 9 December to sing Christmas carols and to give 
your support to this new venture at 16.00 in the church and afterwards in the 
church centre for mince pies and Glühwein. If you would like to contribute but 
are not able to come to the Singalong itself donations can be given in to the 
church office.

Once again we will be holding a Christingle service for the youngest members 
of our church family on Saturday, 22 December at 16.00. Christingle means 
‘Christ-Light’ reminding us that Jesus’ coming at Christmas is like a light com-
ing into darkness. The first Christingle service was held in Central Europe 
around 1747. The service encouraged children to keep a candle burning in 
the window of their home so that people who passed by would see the light of 
Christ. All those with young children and the young at heart are welcome to 
this service. If you can help with the preparations please contact Erica Schenk 
0664/73879802.
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As we did last year and the year before, there will be a Said Eucharist with 
Carols on 31 December at 16.30. This is a service to review the past year and to 
look forward to the coming year with God’s blessing. On New Year’s Day there 
will be a said service of Morning Prayer at 10.00.

The Reading Group meets four to five times a year in the Church Centre to dis-
cus a book that one of the members of the group has suggested. Our next meet-
ing is on Thursday, 24 January at 18.30. We will be looking at Why I write by 
George Orwell. George Orwell (1903-1950) an English journalist and novelist is 
best known for his dystopian novel 1984. A dystopia is a community or society, 
usually fictional that is in some important way undesirable or frightening. It is 
the opposite of a utopia. New members are always welcome. 

Christina and Mike Stevens are hosting a ‘Last Chance Carols’ Bring and Share 
on 5 January, starting at 16.00. For a final chance to sing of some of our beau-
tiful carols, poetry reading, delicious food and warm company: this is a date 
for your diaries!

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2013 takes place from 18 to 25 January. 
The national ecumenical service will be held on Wednesday, 23 January in St 
Georg, Wendelinplatz, Kagran, Vienna 22 at 19.00. The week is preceded by 
a service to remind Christians of their Jewish roots entitled the Day of Judaism 
(Tag des Judentums). The service will be held at the church of St Johann von 
Nepomuk, Nestroyplatz, Vienna 2, at 18.00.

Bishop David Hamid, our suffragan bishop, is coming to Christ Church, Vienna 
for the weekend of 25/26 May. If there are any candidates for confirmation they 
should let the chaplain know and also register with the office by the end of 
February. Confirmation classes will begin in March.

Once Christmas is over, it is time to think about our preparations for Lent. 
Christ Church offers several opportunities for you to join a group. Information 
about the Thursday Lent Groups is given on p 30. There will also be a Tuesday 
evening group, meeting in the Church Centre. We will read together Love 
Unknown by Ruth Burrows. Further details will be given in good time in the 
wrap as well as the February Crossways.



24

The November Crossways car-
ried a picture of Père Lucien and 

his donkey Isidor, who are walking 
from France to Bethlehem for peace. 
Our Chaplain, Patrick, helped me 
find them on the net and I discovered 
that they were in Serbia at the be-
ginning of November where they had 
stopped for a few days at a zoo, ea-
ger to provide hospitality to the pair. 
Père Lucien headed off for a good 
meal and a proper bed, knowing that 
Isidor would also be well cared for. 
He returned in the morning to find 
a very unhappy donkey: Isidor is 
used to being tethered to a stake, not 
cooped up in a pen. But Père Lucien 
detected a gleam in Isidor’s eyes and 
said the donkey told him he had had 
a dream in which he was able to get 
out of the pen and visit the other 
animals in the zoo. The little donkey 
walked gravely around and greeted 
them all, one by one: the tiger, the 
lion, the monkeys, the elephant, the 

camel, the zebra and the buffalo. 
They were all extremely polite to 
Isidor and he was not afraid of any 
of them. The vision of the prophet 
Isaiah 11 about animals lying down 
together and not being frightened 
of each other was being lived out. A 
beautiful picture of peace.

This is also expressed in the pic-
ture of seven women, Christian and 
Moslem, sitting in the Women’s 
Prayer Room of the Vienna Islamic 
Centre [Ed: in case you don’t rec-
ognize her, Aileen is seated second 
left]. We had attended the Friday 
Prayer together during which one of 
the Moslem ladies gave us explana-
tions and provided a translation. Do 
you remember the angel’s message 
in St. Luke’s Gospel, “I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people”? I wish you all the 
joy and peace of the Christ Child as 
you worship at his crib.

A dream of Peace
by
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Looking Ahead to Lent
December may seem a bit early to think about the season of Lent, but how 
about making a New Year’s Resolution to join us at one of the Christ Church 
Lent Groups? Usually there is one in the Centre on Tuesday evenings and 
in the past few years there has been a morning one on Thursdays in the 
tenth district (near Reumannplatz) as well as an evening one near the 
United Nations, again on Thursday evenings.  This year the morning group 
will use a small booklet called “And it was Good, responding to God’s 
Creation”, prepared by the Anglican Communion Office.

The evening group would again use a course which starts with listening to 
a CD and then discussing what we have heard. That course will be called 
Glimpses of God and would be on Thursday evenings. At the moment the 
evening group is looking for a place to meet—preferably convenient for 
those of us who travel by public transport. The dates would be the follow-
ing Thursdays: 21 and 28 February and 7, 14 and 21 March.

As I am writing this well before Christmas, it is by no means set in stone, 
but simply to offer a suggestion of what could be. If you are interested, 
please ring me on 0650 4050 892, Aileen  (P.S.  For a group to form, we do 
need about 4 or 5 committed people!)

May the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,

the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ Child

be yours this Christmas;
and the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Prayer of the Month
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Ravi turned 13 in May 2012. We 
are a family of four living in New 

Delhi in accommodation provided 
by my employer in his house where 
I work as a house helper. Between 
my husband and myself we earn the 
equivalent of EUR 200 per month.

Ravi began with a fever in early April 
2012 that we ignored, thinking it was 
influenza. However, when the fever 
persisted for a month despite medi-
cine, we took him to the Government 
Hospital where he was admitted. 
Through God’s grace, we were able 
to get a bed for him although one 
usually has to wait. When Ravi was 
diagnosed with leukaemia, we real-
ised the seriousness of his illness al-
though we are not educated people. 

The news left us in shock, despair 
and dread. Ravi was transferred to 
a large research hospital, where it 
is generally even more difficult to 
get admission. He needed imme-
diate blood transfusions—at least 
four units—that meant screening 15 
people for blood! That added to our 
worries. Nevertheless, in his severely 
weakened state, we walked Ravi to 
the hospital for further tests and pos-
sible treatment. Confused, shocked 
and tearful,  I informed my employer, 
who as a devout Christians, asked 
his whole family to pray for Ravi and 
God to give us strength at this time of 
extreme trial. They have always con-
sidered us as part of their own family 
and they leapt into action to help us.

Yet, we had to wait our turn in the 
hospital as there were others in the 
same serious condition. We would 
wait patiently for hours and hours, 
sometimes without food or drink, 
amid intense heat and a teeming, ail-
ing milieu. Going out for a bite meant 
losing one’s place in line. 

When the first set of reports came in, 
it was like a stab in the heart. The 
doctors told us that Ravi’s cancer 
was in the fourth stage and he could 
die any minute. He had no good 
blood left in his body. The four units 
of blood were to be arranged im-
mediately. Neither my husband nor 
I were in sufficiently good health to 
donate blood. Blood of family mem-
bers did not match. Other friends 
had been through illness. Many oth-
ers refused. But, four strangers came 

The following is an abridged version of 
a letter received from the mother of Ravi 
Singh, a young Indian boy who has been 
mentioned in our prayers for the past year. 
I thought readers would be interested to 
hear how our prayers have helped.   PSC

Praying for Ravi
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forward who said they would donate 
whenever we required blood. I be-
lieve they were angels sent by God to 
come to my son’s rescue. 

Expensive tests followed but I did not 
have the money. I contacted my em-
ployer (87 years of age) who imme-
diately sent his daughter-in-law with 
all the required money. The treat-
ment was successful and Ravi was 
released from hospital on the provi-
sion we kept him away from any in-
fection. Since that time Ravi has been 
taking chemotherapy.
  
I was born in a poor Christian fam-
ily but when I grew up, I married a 
Hindu and I drifted away from Jesus 
and began believing in idols and 
worshiping them. It was Jesus call-
ing me back to Him when my elder 
son had a serious accident. Yet again 
I drifted away and followed my hus-
band’s beliefs. Jesus again indicated 
to come back to Him when my hus-
band fell ill, yet that calling went un-
heard. Now, the members of my em-
ployer’s family have been praying, 
helping and guiding me, making His 
Word known to me and my children 
and encouraging me through this tri-
al. They have greatly helped me grow 
in faith. I go to Church, pray with my 
sons and pray before leaving home 
for the hospital every day. It is my 
prayer that all of us take baptism one 
day, including my Hindu husband.
 
God has been helping us through 
His angels: when we stand in long 
queues for treatment, someone 

comes and takes us to the head of 
the line. There are charitable organi-
sations that have helped us pay for 
medication. Even the hospital has 
subsidized the treatment. Some have 
given free injections and expensive 
medicines, others money and food 
donations for my son.
  
It is through God’s repeated mercy 
upon us that we have a roof over our 
head, we still have employment in 
spite of being irregular at our jobs. 
We only have to pay our transporta-
tion cost daily. In fact, my employer 
has made available the facility of 
a car when we have needed it the 
most. We are so grateful for all the 
love, comfort, support and help we 
have received from my employer and 
his family, the kindness of doctors 
and their staff at the hospital at this 
time of extreme distress and trial. All 
these and much more are all that God 
is doing for us and helping us believe 
in Him, who is the source and pre-
server of life. So many people have 
been praying for my son even though 
they do not know him. At times, I 
nearly lost hope but God directed me 
to go to Church and I prayed with all 
my heart. Within three days Ravi’s 
fever vanished. I know now, that our 
God is a great Healer and Listener
 
I thank each one of you at Christ 
Church Vienna for praying for Ravi. 
Your prayers give him the strength 
to endure this tough treatment and 
painful injections. Please pray for us 
that we may continue believing in 
Jesus and walking in His way. 



28

Letter Box

... the Earwickers
I’m amazed that it is only four 
months since we left Vienna, which 
means I’ve not even been study-
ing two full months! We had a 
month settling in, catching up with 
friends and family, getting the house, 
school, doctors sorted out, then a 
month of just Timmy at school, be-
fore the full routine began at the end 
of September. A typical day has us 
leaving the house together on our 
bikes at about eight and often the 
first time we’re all back is at five and 
I’m not always sure what happens 
in between! I’m really enjoying my 
studies, although it’s not exactly as 
I envisaged. Hebrew, psychology and 
ethics rub shoulders with hospital 
visits and the teens group at church.  
There are times when I really wish 
Sunday meant a trip on the S-Bahn 
to the 10.00 Eucharist followed by a 
coffee and chat with friends, or that 
Tuesday night meant Soundings!
The boys have settled, Timmy im-
mediately, Jonathan in a more meas-
ured fashion. They love their friends 
at school, and are finding their feet at 
Ridley Hall [Matt’s training college] 

greetings from the Kochs ...
Advent Greetings from the Kentucky 
Kochs! It’s been almost four months 
since I came here to St. Francis in 
the Fields Episcopal Church, and I 
am reminded on a daily basis of how 
much I learned and was shaped by 
ya’ll (!) at Christ Church. From the 
opportunities I have to preach and 
teach to the wonderful music tradi-
tion they have here, each and every 
aspect of this new church home is 
something that I came to love while 
with you all there. 
Liza and I are settling in nicely here, 
and she has returned to her paint-
ing even though there will always 
be more home-improvement pro-
jects to tackle. I have been given the 
opportunity to preach fairly often, 
and am leading the adult education 
hour twice a week. I told them, like 
I told you, that I really only have 
one message, but I don’t think they 
believe me ... yet! I will be in touch 
with Patrick about the scheduling of 
my thesis defence in Berlin, because 
we will definitely be coming down to 
Vienna after that for either a celebra-
tory or conciliatory Schnitzel. Until 
then, know that you all remain deep 
in our hearts and prayers, because 

no matter how far from you we ever 
go, Christ Church will always be the 
place where I first understood what 
it meant to be a “Minister of the 
Gospel” and the Lord’s call on our 
lives was so richly confirmed. If you 
want to check out the church, you 
can follow us at www.stfrancisinthe-
fields.org.
Love to ya’ll from the Bluegrass State,

Jady and Liza
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... and the Wutschers
This summer was quite an excit-
ing time for Ulli and me as we 
got married this summer at Christ 
Church [see photo right] on my re-
turn from the US where I had spent 
the last academic year. I am now 
back in Cambridge and am enjoy-
ing once more the community here 
at Westcott House, my theological 
college (for more information on 
Westcott, see: www.westcott.cam.
ac.uk/). 
I am very much aware that this aca-
demic year will be my final before 
becoming ordained and I am enjoy-
ing my last year of training, a life of 
prayer, study and fellowship. I en-
joy the Daily Offices, Eucharist and 

and our new church; there always 
seems to be something for Nele to 
do or someone to meet. We treas-
ure our memories of Christ Church 
and are grateful for your supportive 
welcome when we joined. Although 
growing up in Chichester, and now 
a Salisbury ordinand, I am so thank-
ful to God that he called me to or-
dination while we were in Vienna: 
you are our sending church, and the 
Diocese in Europe our home.

Matt and family

Compline that structure my day of 
study and ministerial formation. I 
am also still part of the worshipping 
community at King’s College which 
gives me my dose of good church 
music and I am also looking for-
ward to a full time parish placement 
here in Cambridge next term, which 
should expose me to more practi-
calities and realities of church life.
Ulli and I are looking forward to 
Christmas in Vienna and hope to 
catch up then! 

Christoph and Ulli

Have you moved away from Vienna? Don’t forget that your friends at Christ 
Church would be very interested to hear about your new life, new community and 
new parish. It’s always sad to say goodbye to members of the congregation—
although it’s inevitable in our international community—but at least if they stay 
in touch the wrench is somewhat less. Ideally, I would like to see the “Letter Box” 
as a regular feature of Crossways, but that means you have to keep sending 
those updates! 
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Have you ever been puzzled as I 
have sometimes about the myr-

iad of different titles used in the vo-
cabulary of the Church of England?  
With the help of the Internet, some 
mysteries were swept away. Here is 
what I discovered:
 
OFFICES
In the worldwide Anglican 
Communion, there are only three 
types of ordained persons: a bish-
op, a priest and a deacon. A bishop 
oversees a diocese. A bishop must 
have been previously an ordained 
priest. A priest is commissioned 
to preside at Holy Communion and 
give the Absolution. A priest must 
have been previously an ordained 
deacon. A deacon is commissioned 
to proclaim the Gospel and assist at 
Holy Communion.
 

An archbishop pre-
sides over several 
dioceses in a large 
area, while an
archdeacon assists 
the bishop in cer-
tain administrative 
and pastoral du-
ties in a diocese. 
A curate is an as-
sistant or trainee 

priest and is usually 
an ordained dea-
con. A team rector 
has oversight and 
overall responsi-
bility while a team 
vicar has oversight 

and respon-
sibility for 
one or more 
churches in 
the team. A 
team curate is simi-
lar to a parish curate 
but works in a team. 

Non-stipendary 
ministers are or-
dained priests who 
do not receive a 
stipend. Non pa-
rochial clergy 
include chap-
lains in hospitals, prisons, the  
Armed Services, colleges, schools. 
Diocesan positions (e.g. Press 
Officer, Bishop´s Chaplain) or other 
work (eg General Secretary of the 
Church Society, etc.).

A prebendary has a prebendary 
stall in certain cathedrals or colle-
giate churches. The appointment is 
similar to that of a non-residentiary 
canon. Canon is an honorary title 
conferred on a member of the cler-
gy. An incumbent is a clergyman 
with pastoral and administrative re-
sponsibilities. The position is more 
or less permanent. Incumbents are 
often installed publicly (“induc-
tion”). A priest-in-charge holds 
the position in a more temporary 
way. Often both positions have the 
title Rector. A precentor is usu-
ally a member of the clergy who 
is responsible for organizing litur-
gy and music in a large church. A 

What’s in a name?
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presbyter (from the 
Greek for “church el-

der”) is sometimes 
used to refer to 
the second of 
the three basic 
Anglican or-
ders, ie priest.
 
JURISDICTION 

A deanery is a 
collection of par-

ishes. Each has an 
area or rural dean 
who is usually a 

vicar with some re-
sponsibility within the deanery. 

There are 44 dioceses in the 
Church of England, which includes 
Europe, Sodor and Man and with-
in the Diocese of Winchester the 
Channel Islands. Each diocese has 
a diocesan bishop. A bishop may 
be assisted by a suffragan bishop 
or area bishop. Every diocese has 
a cathedral. The chief clergyman is 

usually the dean. 
Others tend to be 
called residen-
tiary canons. 
Five diocesan 

bishops are 
by their office 
members of 
the House of 
Lords (Lords 
Spiritual) 
and a fur-
ther 21 by 
seniority. 

There are two 
Provinces in 
England: Canterbury 
and York. 
 
FORMS OF ADDRESS
Formerly a bishop 
was addressed as 
“My Lord” and a 
Dean as “Mr. Dean”. 
This is now simpli-
fied and it is more 
usual to address a 
Bishop in speech as 
“Bishop”  and a Dean as “Dean”. 
There is, however, a correct way 
to address clergy on an envelope, 
which is usually as follows: 
 
Archbishop of Canterbury or 
York: The Most Revd and Rt. Hon. 
the Archbishop of 
Archbishop of another Province: 
The Most Revd, the Lord Bishop of 
Bishop of London: 
The Rt. Revd and Rt. Hon. the Lord 
Bishop of London
Diocesan/Suffragan Bishop: 
Either the Rt. Revd the Lord Bishop 
of ... or the Rt. Revd the Bishop of 
... 
Assistant/Retired Bishop: 
The Rt. Revd J. D. Smith (or John 
Smith)
Dean: The Very Revd the Dean of .. 
Archdeacon: The Ven.., 
Archdeacon of 
Canon: The Revd Canon J. D. 
Smith (or John or Jane Smith)
Prebendary: The Revd Prebendary 
J. D. Smith (or John/Jane Smith)
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Rural Dean: No special form of ad-
dress (The Revd, The Revd Canon, 
etc.)
Cleric, also Professor: Either 
the Revd Professor J. D. Smith                              
or Professor the Revd J. D. Smith
Cleric also Doctor: Either the Revd 
Dr. J. D. Smith or the Revd J. D. 
Smith (degree)
Canon also Professor: Either the 
Revd Canon Professor J. D. Smith 
or Professor the Revd Canon J. 
D.Smith
Canon also Doctor: The Revd 
Canon J. D. Smith (degree)

Other Clergy, Priest, 
Deacon: The Revd J. 
D. Smith (or John or 
Jane Smith)
 
There is no univer-
sally accepted way 
of addressing an en-
velope to a married 
couple of whom both 
are in Holy Orders. It 
is recommended to 
write “The Revd A. B. 
Smith and The Revd C. 
D. Smith. 

Personal Ads and Notices

KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners 
and beginners of any age. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at (www.finatti.com)

Computer Service Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your computer, 
printer, Internet connection etc.
Fast - Reliable - Affordable
www.ComputerServiceVienna.com                 
Hotline: 0650/689 57 57
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English-speaking Counsellor
Austrian born, US-trained Counsellor, 
w i th  a  broad  background in 
counselling and marriage and family 
therapy in a multicultural setting 
offers counselling/therapy services to 
the international community Contact 
details: Tel. 06991/7095031 or olson.
charlotte@gmail.com. Vacuum Cleaner For Sale 

Top Lux I S Royal Kombi Staubsauger 
with all accessories for hard and carpet 
floors. Under guarantee until November 
2015 with free yearly service. Certified 
suitable for dust allergy sufferers. This 
is a super machine. It has been little 
used because, sadly, it is too heavy 
for us “oldies”. It cost Euros 2,026 
new. We would accept Euros 900. For 
more information or to view, please 
ring Betty or Fred Gruber  01/370 32 38

cmichale
Rechteck
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

Dec 2 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Dec 5 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Dec 9 (Sun) 16.00 Christmas Carol Sing-along in aid of the

  Vienna branch of  Solwodi (Solidarity with   

  women in distress)

Dec 16 (Sun) 10.00 Family Service and Nativity

 18.00 Nine lessons and carols

Dec 20 (Thurs) 18.00 Christmas service in Klagenfurt

Dec 22 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle

Dec. 24 (Mon) 22.45 Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass

Dec. 25 (Tues)  08.00 Said Eucharist

 10.00 Sung Eucharist with carols

Dec 26 (Weds) 09.30 Said Eucharist - St Stephen 

Dec 30 (Sun)  08.00 Said Eucharist

 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Dec 31 (Mon) 16.30 New Year’s Eve Said Eucharist

Jan 5 (Sat) 16.00 Carol singing & bring and share hosted by   

  Christina and Mike Stevens

Jan 6 (Sun)   08.00 Said Eucharist

 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Jan 17 (Thurs) 18.00 Service commemorating the Tag des Judentums  

  at St.Johann von Nepomuk church, Nestroyplatz

Jan 18-25  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Jan 20 (Sun) 10.00 Preacher Revd Maria Scharffenberg, Pastor of  

  the Swedish Lutheran Church in Vienna

Jan 23 (Weds) 19.00 Ecumenical Service for the Week of Prayer for  

  Christian Unity at St. Georg, Wendelinplatz

Jan 23 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Jan 24 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: Why I Write by George Orwell

Jan 30 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting

Feb 3 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

April 14 (Weds) 19.00 Annual Church Meeting





Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück: Return address if not claimed:
Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




