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News and views from Christ Church Vienna 

the Anglican/Episcopal Church in Austria

I am the Light of the 
world. He that followeth 
Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have 
the light of life.

John 8:12
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The opinions expressed in this publica-
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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

November is the month of remembering: those 
Christian martyrs who achieved sainthood (1 
November), those we loved but are not longer 
with us (2 November) and those who laid down 
their lives for their country (11 November).
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Judy

Two weeks ago, I did something very anti-social: 
I spent one week fasting. It was supposed to be 

a week where one took time for reflection and navel-
gazing and for me personally it meant no invitations 
to meals with friends, either extended or accept-
ed, hence the anti-social label. I had seen the an-
nouncement in my local pharmacy for an organized 
“Fastenwoche”, and armed with medical certificate 
and lots of good intentions, I went to the first meet-
ing. There were 12 of us, including 10 seasoned fast-
ers, and we met every evening throughout the week 
to support each other, share notes and engage in a 
joint activity. I soon decided that Qigong and yoga are 
not my cup of tea, but enjoyed the Nordic walking on 
my home turf in the Lobau national park. We were 
warned that inner cleansing and detoxification could 
often lead to a frantic clearing out of own’s physical 
house as well as a readjustment of personal priorities. 

I can’t say that I achieved the fresh inner awareness 
to which we supposed to aspire or even glimpsed 
Nirvana on the horizon, but I did manage to clear 
out my garage and basement quite effectively, and 
lost some kilos in the bargain. Fasting is often as-
sociated with spirituality but I would need to give it 
another shot before I can say it worked for me. I find 
the annual Christ Church retreat far more spiritually 
wholesome (although it doesn’t do as much for my 
spring-cleaning).

Each of us is made aware of his or her own spiritual-
ity at different times and in different places. Some feel 
closest to God when they are alone, in nature. Others 
feel it surrounded by their loved ones. Some people 
feel God’s presence in the joyous community of our 
Church, others during the quieter, more contemplative 
services such as those during the lead-up to Easter. 
November is an ideal month for quiet reflection as we 
take time to look back on those who are no longer 
physically with us before entering into Advent, which 
is a time of preparation and looking forward.
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During October the Church 
Council met for a half a 

day as it does every year to 
consult together. We asked 
ourselves the following ques-
tions. Who are we? Who are 
we here for? How can we best 
achieve our goals and ob-
jectives based on our iden-
tity given present resources? 
Where do we go from here? 
We considered our strengths 
and our weaknesses. We 

were encouraged, but we were also 
aware that there are areas of our 
church life that require a clearer fo-
cus and strengthening. We also ac-
knowledged that many people felt 
stretched and others unappreciat-
ed. We recognised that the respon-
sibility for our well-being was a 
shared one in which each and every 
member has a part. The mission of 
the Church is not the prerogative 
of the few, but something that be-
longs to each and every Christian. 
Each time a child or adult is bap-
tised they receive a commission to 
“shine as a light in the world to the 
glory of God the Father”.  

Every church must from time to 
time give careful consideration to 
its mission (purpose) so that what 
we aspire to as a community un-
der God is both central and a real-
ity. namely to be doing the things 
of God as revealed through Jesus 
Christ. The Biblical approach that 
appeals to me best can be summed 
up as salt, leaven and light. There 

are others such as Jesus’ command 
known as the Great Commission to 
which I as your chaplain am com-
mitted. “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey every-
thing that I have commanded you.” 
(Matthew 28. 18-20)

I particularly like the images of salt 
and leaven. These two images in-
dicate that what we are to become 
are people leavened thoroughly 
with God’s grace trusting in time 
that God’s grace through our wit-
ness will find its way into the rest of 
society through structures, through 
programmes, etc. that bear the 
signs of God’s kingdom. These are 
amongst others a proper respect 
for people and a care for those who 
are in need be it spiritual, physi-
cal (economic) or mental. Where 
men and women in community are 
permeated with God’s grace they 
will also with God become a light 
to which people are drawn and a 
beacon by which others can orient 
themselves.

The council consultation began 
with prayer and it was clear from 
a few comments made that some 
members had already prayed that 
morning as part of their private 
devotions. Recently on a few oc-
casions people have spoken about 
being drawn by the prayer life 
of Christ Church. 1) There was a 
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request for more teaching on prayer 
both during the week and from the 
pulpit. 2) Members of the council 
also proposed setting up a pasto-
ral lay group to take on aspects of 
the pastoral ministry of the church 
in an organised and co-ordinated 
manner after discernment, prayer, 
training and commissioning. 3) 
There was an appeal to build on 
our strengths as well as consen-
sus on the need for continuity. The 
above are just a few of the things 
that struck me about the day. The 
plan is to take forward the matters 
discussed and raised at the consul-
tation at future council meetings.

A little while back the front cover of 
the weekly service sheet carried a 
quotation from St Francis of Assisi 
who said, “Start by doing what’s 
necessary; then do what’s possi-
ble; and suddenly you are doing the 
impossible.” To my mind the gist of 
this quotation from St Francis is an 
appeal to get started however over-
whelming the task set, and the con-
viction that by getting started one 
will accomplish the task and more. 
The council made a start in October 
by doing what was necessary in the 
hope that we together with all the 
members of the church will soon be 
doing what is possible, open under 
God to doing what presently seems 
impossible. 

The well attested miracle of the 
multiplication of the loaves and the 
fish in the New Testament (e.g. John 

6.1-14) speaks to me deeply saying 
that God through the gifts we offer, 
however small they be, can multiply 
them a thousand times if we but put 
our trust in him, but we must offer 
our gifts in God’s service so that he 
can bless them. 

This month is the time when we ask 
readers to contribute towards the 
costs of printing Crossways. 
Please note that this contribution is 
ONLY towards the cost of printing 
and postage. The preparation and 
work involved in mailing the magazine 
are undertaken voluntarily by the 
individuals concerned. If everyone 
who receives the magazine could 
contribute EUR 20 using the enclosed 
payment slip, it would go a long way 
towards breaking even.
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November is the month when 
Austrian families head, flower-

laden, to the cemetery. My friend 
Editha and I decided to check out 
what the guide-books describe as 
the last remaining Biedermeier* 
cemetery in Europe, the Sankt 
Marx Friedhof, in Vienna’s third 
district.  Distinctly less grand than 
the Zentralfriedhof that we visited 
this time last year (see Crossways 
no. 59), the Sankt Marx cemetery is 
something of an anachronism—al-
beit a welcome one—in this frenetic 
21st century. 

Opened in 1784, the last burials 
at Sankt Marx took place in 1878. 
Naturally, it is steeped in history 
and the various gravestones—those 
that are still legible—make fascinat-
ing reading. My particular favour-
ite, watched over by a lithe young 
angel, commemorated Franziska 
Kronich (photo 8) whose “pious and 
useful life” ended prematurely on 
25 November 1859 at the age of 56.  

There were few other visitors, which 
is not surprising since it is well hid-
den and there is no  car park. It is in 
the throes of renovation, although 
it promises to be a long process. 
The crumbling monuments to 19th 
century lives, entwined with the 
branches of shady trees, resplend-
ent in their autumn hues, seem 
content to have become part of na-
ture. The roar of traffic from the A23 
motorway was muffled by the peace 
and tranquillity of the cemetery. 

There are a number of monuments 
commemorating individuals who 
appear in Wikipedia, although 
in many cases—W.A. Mozart for 
one—it is debatable whether or 
not their respective graves con-
tains much or any of their remains. 
Mozart (photo 4) was undoubtedly 
the greatest, but not the only ma-
jor contributor to human joy, who 
died in poverty and whose memo-
rial at Sankt Marx is modest to say 
the least. Joseph Preindl  (photo 1) 
was an Austrian organist and com-
poser after whom the Preindlgasse 
in Döbling is named. Elias Parish 
Alvars (2) was another composer 
and a renowned harpist. He hailed 
from Teignmouth, Devonshire but 
left England after his studies to 
continue his musical education 
abroad since his family could not 
afford the fees of the Royal College 
of Music to which he had applied. 
He was obviously a better musi-
cian than businessman because he 
died, impoverished, in Vienna on 
25 January 1849. 

Photo 5 shows the grave of Julius 
Egghard, an Austrian pianist and 
composer who belonged to the 
Lower Austrian aristocracy. The 
iron cross in photo 7 is a mod-
est commemoration of the life of 
a man  responsible for one of the 
most significant inventions of the 
19th century: the sewing machine. 
Josef Mardesperger died in a poor-
house on 2 October 1850 having 
failed to profit in any way from an 
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innovation that changed the lives of 
many. 

We searched in vain for the graves 
of other prominent personalities 
listed on a roll of honour at the 
entrance to this oasis of peace: 
Therese Krones was an Austrian ac-
tress whose early success led her to 
a premature death at the age of 29. 
She was buried in the Sankt Marx 
but her remains later laid to rest 
in greater style in a grave of hon-
our at the Zentralfriedhof. Moritz 
Daffinger was an Austrian portrait 
painter specializing in miniatures, 
who died of cholera in 1849. His 
remains were re-interred in a grave 
of honour in the Zentralfriedhof as 
were those of one of Austria’s fore-
most architects, Josef Kornhäusel, 
who designed Vienna’s Central City 

Temple as well as many other land-
marks in Austria and beyond.

Those gravestones that have man-
aged to weather the years are deco-
rated in equal part by man and na-
ture. Angels and leaves adorn many, 
the angels giving the appearance of 
resting after a hard day’s work do-
ing whatever angels do. 

* The Biedermeier period refers to an era in 
Central Europe during which the middle-
class grew and arts appealed to common 
sensibilities in the historical period between 
1815, the year of the Congress of Vienna 
at the end of the Napoleonic Wars, and 
1848, the year of the European revolutions. 
Although the term itself is a historical 
reference, it is predominantly used to 
denote the artistic styles that flourished in 
the fields of literature, music, the visual arts 
and interior design. (Wikipedia)
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The Eastern Archdeaconry Synod 
was held from 27-30 September 

and was hosted by the chaplaincy 
of St Paul’s Anglican Church in 
Athens. It took place at a confer-
ence hotel in Mati, approximately 
30 km from Athens on the coast of 
the Aegean Sea.

The synod was very well attended 
with over 40 representatives from 
chaplaincies in Athens, Belgrade, 
Bucharest, Budapest, Didim, 
Izmir, Skopje, Corfu, Crete, Kiev, 
Moscow, Prague, St Petersburg, 
Vienna, Warsaw and Zagreb. Christ 
Church, Vienna was represent-
ed by Archdeacon Patrick Curran 
as well as lay representatives 
Nikki Hertford-Scheiber, Miranda 
Kopetzky, Hyacinth Österlin and 
Angela Peake-Herzog. Bishop 
Geoffrey Rowell as well as the 

Bishop’s Chaplain were also 
in attendance.

We arrived Thursday even-
ing to open the synod with 
Evening Prayer followed by 
the Archdeacon’s address on 
the review of the past year. 
The programme continued 
until Saturday evening and 
included prayer, business 
meetings, presentation of 
chaplaincy reports, guest 
speakers, Bible Study and 
a Holy Communion service 
including the licensing of a 
new Reader. There was also 
time to share stories and fel-

lowship over meals and later in the 
evenings when the business of the 
day had been completed.

The main speaker this year was 
Canon Mel Smith who combined 
bible study with presentations on 
“Giving for Life”, similar to the pres-
entations that were made in Vienna 
last spring. He was a very person-
able and inspiring speaker who 
challenged us to think of giving to 
our churches in terms of respond-
ing to the overflowing generosity 
of God’s love. He also invited us to 
think about how we were conveying 
this message in our own chaplain-
cies and provided very useful ad-
vice on running a “Giving for Life” 
campaign. 

Many of the chaplaincies that 
are small and have to struggle 

The Archdeaconry Synod
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financially found his presentations 
useful and were inspired by his dif-
ferent approach to giving.

We also had two guest speakers 
from the Orthodox community in 
Athens. Dr. Vassi Leonardi, Deputy 
Director of the NGO ‘Apostoli’ that 
was established in 2002 on the ini-
tiative of the Archbishop of Athens 
and All Greece, with the objective 
of supporting socially sensitive 
groups, regardless of nationality or 
religion. With the continuing eco-
nomic crisis in Greece, Apostoli has 
been providing services and sup-
port for Greek families now con-
fronted with poverty in addition to 
the stream of illegal immigrants ar-
riving in Greece. The other speaker 
was Dr. Marina Kolovopoulou who 
gave a lecture on the structure of 
the Greek Orthodox Church as 
well as the history and current sta-
tus of relations between the Greek 
Orthodox and Anglican churches.

Business meetings included reports 
by Bishop Geoffrey on the status of 
the Europe Measure, which is mov-
ing forward, and on amendments 
made by the House of Bishops 
on the measure on Women in the 
Episcopate.

One aspect of the Synod that I per-
sonally find very interesting is the 
reading and presentation of the 
Chaplaincy reports. The Eastern 
Archdeaconry is such a diverse 
part of the Diocese of Europe and 

each chaplaincy has its own spe-
cial characteristics and challenges 
to face in serving and building an 
Anglican community and place 
of worship in their various cities, 
towns and countries. As Nikki so 
aptly stated: “It is always a won-
derful feeling to experience being 
part of the Anglican Church beyond 
just Vienna. To share our concerns 
and listen to one another.”

One of the celebrations of this year’s 
synod was the licensing of Jack 
Noonan as a Reader in the chap-
laincy of Prague. He was licensed 
by Bishop Geoffrey during Holy 
Communion on Saturday after-
noon. Jack, who is a lay representa-
tive from Prague, is a very sociable 
and engaging member and known 
to many of the participants, so it 
was a joyful occasion to be able to 
participate and support him in his 
licensing to the reader ministry.

For Miranda, one of the highlights 
of the Synod was our Sunday 
Eucharist: “On Sunday morning we 
drove into central Athens to attend 
Sung Eucharist at St Paul’s Anglican 
church, which is situated on a busy 
intersection near the Plaka. (www.
anglicanchurch.gr)  We were wel-
comed by the Senior Chaplain 
Canon Malcolm Bradshaw and The 
Rt Revd Dr Geoffrey Rowell, Bishop 
of the Diocese in Europe officiated. 
We had the opportunity after the 
service to meet members of the 
congregation over refreshments in 

è
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the church garden. It is certainly in-
spiring to visit other chaplaincies in 
the Eastern Archdeaconry and ex-
perience at first-hand how they are 
able to support their church despite 
very limited resources.”

Hyacinth looks back on many years 
as a synod participant:

“This synod was my last having 
“retired” from Diocesan Synod, so 
this is a mental review of synods 
from the 1980s when I was with the 
Scandinavian/Northern Germany 
Archdeaconry. Those were forma-
tive years, with the development of 
new congregations all over the dio-
cese, contributions to the Diocesan 
Development Fund and trying to 
influence where our contributions 
should go. We argued that develop-
ers of housing projects for the in-
creasing number of people leaving 
the UK for sunny shores on retire-
ment, should structure in the build-
ing of a chapel since this would be 
required as their clients aged and 
died. The ordination of women was 
a thorny question requiring count-
less voting for or against, over the 

years. The ordination of women to 
the episcopate has been another 
thorny question and is still unset-
tled, although it now rests with 
General Synod to take it further, 
so this was not on the Agenda this 
year.
  
Synods make each Chaplaincy un-
derstand that we are a part of one 
body, that there is much scope 
to share and help each other as 
there are no neighbourhood par-
ish churches around the corner. 
There may be one or two with their 
own Chaplain in the entire country, 
sometimes requiring travel by air or 
sea to visit congregations. Problems 
can be shared, there is rejoicing at 
successful projects. Joining in wor-
ship at the Sunday Eucharist dur-
ing the Synod is welcomed by each 
congregation, again feeling part of 
the one body.

Each Chaplaincy is different. 
Athens has a vibrant African group 
in the congregation, and they sing 
and dance as is their custom, as the 
Altar Party processes out at the end 
of the service.” 

Corrigendum: 
The article that appeared in the October issue of Crossways on Patricia 
Scheaffer’s book Otto Wagner’s Footprints in Vienna contained two errors. 
The author’s name is “Scheaffer” (not Schaeffer) and the publisher is 
Styria/Pichler (not Pechler), commonly known as Pichler Verlag. The au-
thor also points out that the book is available from amazon.co.uk in addi-
tion to the US and German websites of Amazon.
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The candidates for First 
Communion this year were 

Kyla de Boer, Benita and Kimberly 
Ekhator, Caitlyn Foster and Timothy 
Nicholson. They took part in a four 
week course that prepared them to 
be admitted on 14 October. They 
learned that sacraments are out-
ward signs that remind us of what 
Christ has done for us. In Baptism 
they had begun the Christian jour-
ney and with Holy Communion 
they continue to be fed by God as 
they continue on their way. 

During a short ceremony the par-
ents of the children were asked to 
support them as they grow in their 

Christian life so that they 
might eventually pre-
sent themselves for 
Confirmation. A reading 
from Paul’s First Letter to 
the Corinthians reminded 
us that “For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.” 

The children then expressed their 
desire to share “the bread and wine 
of Christ’s body at the Lord’s Table”. 
They then said the Lord’s Prayer 
together, after which the Chaplain 
formally admitted them to receive 
Holy Communion.

First Communion

Prayer of the Month

Lord, this is thy feast,
prepared by thy longing,
spread at thy command,
attended at thine invitation,
blessed by thine own Word,
distributed by thine own hand,
the undying memorial of thy sacrifice
upon the Cross,
the full gift of thine everlasting love,
and its perpetuation till time shall end.
Lord, this is Bread of heaven,
Bread of life,
that, whoso eateth, never shall hunger more
And this the cup of pardon, healing, gladness, strength,
that whoso drinketh, thirsteth not again.
So may we come, O lord, to thy table;
Lord Jesus, come to us. Eric Milner-White (1884-1964)
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? Who’s Who in Christ Church?

Who’s Who continues with brief descriptions of two more members of 
the congregation for readers to guess. Names and photos are given on 
p29.

Mystery 
person 
no.1

Mystery person no. 1 grew up in Sydney, Australia as the only child of 
Christian parents, attending a Methodist Sunday School, a Presbyterian 
day school and eventually marrying a Roman Catholic! Her maternal 
grandmother had come to South Australia from London in 1906 with her 
brother to marry an Australian and meet all 72 members of his family! 
When our mystery person was still a baby, her father died in a civil avia-
tion accident and she and her mother went to live with her grandparents. 
Like many young Australians, she longed to travel. With London as a base, 
and funding her travels through temping jobs, she set out to various des-
tinations, including Saalbach, Austria, where she had booked a cheap ski 
trip. As so many do, she fell in love with a ski instructor, Günther, who was 
studying art at the time and to whom she remained married for 40 years.

Moving to Vienna after her marriage, she started work at the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, where she met Tatiana Hartzell. In 1967 she left 
to have her first child, a daughter. A son followed two and a half years 

later. Although upon her marriage to a Roman Catholic she had to 
undertake to bring up her children as Roman Catholics, she herself 
attended Christ Church from 1964 onwards. Her attendance be-
came more regular in the early 1970s at a time when she was feel-
ing somewhat isolated in Vienna and in need of English-speaking 
company. In many ways, she believes her survival in Austria would 
not have been possible without Christ Church and the community. 
In 1984, she joined a Christ Church house group that she would 
also host from time to time. Regular participants were Andrew 
Rooke, Claire Besnyö, Nikki Hertford and Hyacinth Osterlin. 

In 1995, the family bought a flat in Sydney to spend the winter 
months and eventually she moved back permanently. She visits 

Austria frequently, particularly to spend time with her daughter, 
who is married to an Austrian, and her seven-year old granddaughter. In 
Australia, she has her son, daughter-in-law and an eight-year old grand-
daughter. At home in Australia, she attends a Uniting Church (the former 
Methodist Church), having moved house a year ago. The minister is a 
woman and the congregation very friendly and welcoming. She is the first 
to admit that she has always needed to count her pennies, but her faith 
has helped her through some of life’s hurdles. She still thinks of Christ 
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Mystery 
person  
no. 2



Mystery person no. 2 had not yet been born when our first mystery per-
son came to Austria. She grew up in Tübingen in Germany, the child of a 
graphic designer and a teacher of Latin, history and German. She herself 
learned Latin and Greek at school, going on to university in Heidelberg, 
where she studied German literature and language and Latin, and Münster 
where she completed a Masters in German, Latin and Public Law. Her first 
job was in the German literature archive where she was involved in organ-
izing two exhibitions on the German writer, Friedrich Schiller. Her 
English is very fluent and her American accent is attributable to 
the fact that when she was 16 she went as an exchange student to 
Colorado Springs where she lived with an air force family. 
 
She moved to Vienna in 2010 and works half-time as a proof-reader 
and editor for a small Viennese publishing house that specializes 
in non-fiction. Her work also involves making substantive sugges-
tions. At the same time, she is working towards her PhD at the 
University of Vienna on the Austrian playwright, lyricist and author 
Hugo von Hofmannsthal, that she hopes to complete in a year’s 
time. She is an avid theatre-goer and lives in Vienna’s eighth dis-
trict within a short walking distance of four theatres. She enjoys 
music of all kinds including opera and indeed embraces everything that 
Vienna has to offer with unbounded enthusiasm. She travels around the 
city on her bike and whenever she has an opportunity heads for the leafy 
vineyards of the 18th and 19th district. She particularly likes the Viennese 
cuisine and has her own secret tips for the best cafés and eating-places. 
She is a very sociable young woman who enjoys dancing and going to 
Viennese balls although she probably won’t have many opportunities to 
take the floor for her particular favourite dance—the Lindy Hop that was 
at its heyday in the 1930s. 
 
Her first experience of an Anglican/Episcopal church was at the American 
church in Paris in 2008. Returning to Stuttgart, she looked around for a 
similar fellowship ... and found the Anglican church just five minutes away 
from where she lived. Arriving in Vienna, she wasted no time seeking out 
Christ Church and joined the choir within a few weeks. She loves Christ 
Church, has made many friends and is a valuable member of the Christ 
Church community.

Church as her spiritual home and puts her trust in the Lord that her health 
and finances will permit her to continue her yearly trips to Vienna. We 
hope so too!
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08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

Christ the King 
Sunday next before Advent

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
10.50 Remembrance Service
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

Fourth Sunday before Advent

Remembrance Sunday 
Third Sunday before Advent

19.00 Alpha Course

08.30 Morning Prayer

TuesdayMonday

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong

Sunday

November 2012
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All Saints’ Day All Souls’ Day
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08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

10.00 Sung Eucharist

18.00 Prayers for the  
 Departed

11.00 Remembrance  
 Service in  
 Klagenfurt

16.00 Nigerian 
Fest

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

19.00 Choir Practice
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Christ Church 
Annual Bazaar

SaturdayFriday

08.30 Morning Prayer 09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting 18.30 Theology on Tap

Tuesday Wednesday

Saint Andrew
30
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10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice
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From 2-9 February 2013 a number of friends of Christ Church are planning to 
go on pilgrimage to Turkey to visit the Seven Churches that are highlighted in 
the Book of Revelation. A brochure with the itinerary etc. can be collected from 
the Church or the Chaplain can send an electronic copy on request. Please 
register by 16 November with the Chaplain. The pilgrimage is open to people 
of other churches. In preparation for the pilgrimage we have looked at Paul the 
Apostle’s visit to Ephesus. The Revd Tania Witter also gave a talk on her recent 
trip to the Seven Churches. See Soundings for further study possibilities.

The next meeting of the Prayer Ministry Team will be on Wednesday, 7 
November at 19.00 hours. The meeting is open to people who are interested 
in joining the group. Please contact the Chaplain if you have specific prayer 
requests that you would like us to include in our time of prayer. This ministry 
is being used more and more by members of the church.

If you are interested in studying the Bible with others, you might consider 
joining the Sunday morning Bible study that meets every week at 09.00. The 
group is co-ordinated by Claus Vogl. Please contact him for further information: 
06991/1048747.b
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To those who give, it will be given is the word of our Lord 
It is once again the time of the year when we come together in a splendid mix, 
to enjoy African food, music and joy. This year’s Nigerian Fest will be held on 3 
November 2012. in the basement of the church Christus, Hoffnung der Welt, by 
the VIC/Kaisermühlen U1 station. Doors are open from 15.00 for a 16.00 start.

Let us enjoy the colourful headgear and the festive attire of members of our 
Christ Church community, representing many countries including Nigeria, 
Ghana, Kenya ,Benin, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, India, Great Britain, Pakistan, 
Canada, Liberia, Republic of Korea, Australia and Luxemburg, to mention a few. 

We, Nigerians and friends at Christ Church Vienna have maintained a tradi-
tion going back over 20 years to organize an annual social event in support of 
our internationally diverse cosmopolitan Anglican-tradition Church. We come 
together once a year with friends and relatives to celebrate our dynamic pres-
ence in Austria, an exhibition of our own friendly and charitable culture, all 
within our Christian faith, and of course, service to God. You are all cordially 
invited!                 Emmanuel Adeyemi
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As every year at Christ Church, we will be saying prayers for the departed on 
Friday, 2 November, All Souls’ Day, at an evening service beginning at 18.00.
Please write the names of family members, friends, colleagues or others know 
to you and for whom you wish to pray on the list at the back of the church or 
contact the Church Office.

Vienna: The annual Remembrance Sunday service will be held on Sunday, 11
November. There will be a said service of Holy Communion at 10.00. The 
Remembrance Sunday Service begins at 10.50. Space is limited so come early!

Klagenfurt, Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery
A Service of Remembrance will be held at the Commonwealth War Graves
Cemetery in Klagenfurt (Lilienthalstr.) on Friday, 9 November starting
at 10.50. All in attendance are invited to a reception afterwards. Furthermore,
a service of Holy Communion will be held in St Mark’s Old Catholic Church
(Kaufmanngasse 11) at 18.00 on Thursday, 8 November.

All Saints’ Day is a holiday in Austria and we have the privilege of keeping it at
Christ Church with a sung celebration of the Holy Eucharist at 10.00.

O Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship,
in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant us grace so to follow thy blessed
Saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those unspeakable joys,
which thou hast prepared for them that unfeignedly love thee; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

On Thursday, 29 November please join us for a discussion on the topic Mission! 
What is our mission and how are we to carry it out? We will meet at the Café 
Ressel Park, Wiedner Haupstrasse 1. The Cafe is located near the U2 station at 
Karlsplatz . I will arrive at 18.30 and we will begin 19.00. Theology on Tap is a 
chance to meet with people for fellowship and to discuss important faith issues 
in a friendly and informal environment. So please come and invite your friends. 
Please RSVP if you would like to attend email: mike.waltner@gmail.com 

During November we will be studying the Letter to the Ephesians, which a lead-
ing and much respected 20th century New Testament scholar described as the 
“crown of Paulinism”. We will begin our sessions with Evening Prayer at 19.00 
and continue with the Bible study at 19.30. Soundings will meet on 6, 13 and 
20 November.
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维也纳华人基督教会
There used to be an exclusive 

and pricy lighting shop situated 
somewhat incongruously on the 
Erzherzog Karl Strasse in Vienna’s 
22nd district. The rather majestic, 
decidedly un-Ikea-like lamp hanging 
over our dining table has long out-
lived the shop. Next door was (and 
still is) a very popular Asian Wok 
restaurant, but even that failed to 
lure clientele in sufficient droves to 
its neighbour. Visiting the Wok one 
day last year, we were fascinated to 
see that the premises had been reno-
vated and transformed into a Chinese 
Christian Centre. Our curiosity got 
the better of us and one Sunday we 
decided to attend a morning service.

The interior resembled an assem-
bly hall rather than a church, with  
fluorescent lighting, large, visible 
air-conditioning ducts, a tiled wall 
(with a red cross), two wall-mounted 
monitors, a low rostrum and a grand 
piano. The sanctity and reverence 
associated with a traditional church 
emanated from the large congrega-
tion rather than the room itself. 

John and I took our seats near the 
back of the church, and were soon 
approached by several people who 
greeted us and handed us a bilingual 
English/Chinese Bible. We were, not 
surprisingly, the only non-Chinese 
members of the congregation, al-
though I later learned that some 
“foreign” spouses also participate. 
The service itself included several 
Western-style hymns with catchy 
melodies—some of which were fa-
miliar—sung with great gusto and in-
deed musical talent by the congrega-
tion. Some of the hymns were led by 
people standing on the rostrum with 
microphones. Prayers seemed to be 
very frequent (fortunately, “Amen” is 
the same in Mandarin!) and we took 
our cue from others on when to sit or 
stand. There was no place to kneel 
since everyone sat in tight rows on 
church hall-style chairs.

During the lengthy sermon, the con-
gregation remained silent and atten-
tive. Helpers had thoughtfully shown 
us the passage in the Bible on which 
the sermon was based (Matthew 7: 

13-14), but we could 
only guess what was 
being said for some 
sixty minutes about 
two short verses. The 
Pastor rarely looked at 
his notes, an impres-
sive feat in itself. The 
tone was serious and 
apart from the odd mo-
bile phone that sent its 
owner rushing from the 
room, the only sound Ch
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According to the Austrian Statistical Office, there are some 16,000 
Chinese nationals in Austria, of which two-thirds live in Vienna. This 
number is almost doubled if one adds those born in Vienna, those with 
Austrian and other nationalities and asylum-seekers. Many first came to 
Austria to open or work in Chinese restaurants. While there were only 
two Chinese restaurants in Austria at the end of the 1940s, there are 
now 1,168 restaurants run by Chinese throughout the country. Chinese 
students, first from Taiwan and Hong Kong, then from mainland China, 
have been coming to Austria to study since the 1960s. Since economic 
reforms in China in 1979, there has been a sharp increase in the num-
ber of Chinese students, in particular those studying music.

It is estimated that there are around 80 million Christians in mainland 
China and a growing number of churches. In Hong Kong and Taiwan 
there are a large number of Anglicans.

to be heard was the voice of the 
preacher. The service itself lasted an 
hour and a half, and by the end, all 
the 160 seats in the room were filled. 
Surprisingly, we felt neither out of 
place nor lost. Despite the simplic-
ity of the room and the lack of reli-
gious trappings, God’s presence was 
tangible. 

I later learned from the Pastor that 
although there is no formal prayer-
book, the order of service, contain-
ing nine specific elements, is printed 
on the weekly service sheet. Neither 
the creed nor the Confession are said 
aloud. The words of the hymns are 
screened on the monitors and the 
Bible readings, largely the Psalms, 
are for the most part recited by heart 
by members of the congregation. 
Communion is reserved for the first 
Sunday of each month. Bible read-
ing is a very important aspect of 

the Chinese Christian Community 
in Vienna. With little formal struc-
ture—in addition to the Pastor 
there is an elder, deacons and co-
workers—each member of the con-
gregation is encouraged to develop 
his or her own relationship with 
God. Christmas and Easter are im-
portant celebrations; although the 
Community recognises other Church 
holidays and saints’ days, it does not 
mark them. 

During the late 1960s, a number of 
Christian Chinese students in Vienna, 
mainly from Taiwan and Hong Kong, 
decided to get together to read the 
Bible. Visiting Chinese pastors en-
couraged them to formalize their 
gatherings and in 1969 a regular 
fellowship of Chinese Christians in 
Austria took root. The numbers grew 
and the fellowship evolved, until in 
1989 the Vienna Chinese Christian 

è

by the Editor
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Community was born. It followed 
the same pattern as similar com-
munities in the United States, where 
Bible studies on university campuses 
gradually developed into more for-
mal structures.

The Chinese Christian Community is 
registered in Austria as a Gemeinde 
and as such, in common with Christ 
Church, is not a “recognized” re-
ligion. It is a nondenominational, 

Pastor Kwung-Ming Wei (or Aaron, to use his 
English name) was born in Taiwan into a non-
religious family. He became a Christian in 1982 
when he went to the United States as a graduate 
engineering student and was baptised in 1985. 
Living on the outskirts of Boston, he joined a Bible 
study group that, like many others, evolved into a 
church. Pastor Wei and his wife, Helena, served in 
the church as volunteers and continued to do so 
when they moved to Silicon Valley in California. 
During a conference in 1989, he was very im-
pressed to learn of the work of missionaries in 
the Golden Triangle in northern Thailand and the 
seed was planted in their hearts to do more. He became a full-time minister in 
2007 when they completed their three and a half year theological training at a 
Protestant seminary, where ten years previously he had attended courses. During 
this time they learned Greek and Hebrew.

Pastor Wei became minister of his church in Silicon Valley and during his time 
there undertook missions to different countries, including Brazil and the Republic 
of Korea. Much of his time was spent driving around California, visiting Chinese 
students in far-flung campuses. On a mission trip to meet Chinese students in 
Germany, he was invited to Vienna. The Community was without a pastor, since 
the previous incumbent had retired for health reasons, and the elders and deacon 
asked if Kwung-Ming Wei and his wife felt perhaps they were called to come to 
Vienna. Helena had majored in German in college and Pastor Wei had some 
German knowledge, so everything seemed to fit. It was obviously God’s plan for 
them to take up the post in Vienna. They had to be elected by the congregation 
where they received an almost unanimous vote and moved to Vienna in March.

Protestant church, with communi-
ties outside Vienna in Graz, Horn, 
Leoben, Linz and other towns where 
the Pastor visits on a regular ba-
sis. Services for adults are held in 
Mandarin (apparently speakers of 
the more sophisticated Cantonese 
have no trouble following Mandarin). 

Young adults have their own ser-
vice, or Sunday School, in German 
in a simple room at the back of the 
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building. Many of them were born 
in Austria and although they may 
speak Chinese, they were educated 
in German. In any event, the Pastor 
explained to me, the Community 
considered it important that they re-
ceive religious education in the lan-
guage of their (new) home country to 
help them set down roots in Austria. 
The preachers tend to be visiting 
professors from seminaries that are 
part of the BEG (Bund Evangelischer 
Gemeinden in Oesterreich) or mission-
aries from Germany and Switzerland. 
We sat in for a time while the preach-
er, with the help of a slide-show, 
talked about the need for, and ways 
to achieve, inner peace. He appeared 
unfazed by the constant stream of 
late arrivals, or perhaps he himself 
was the father of teenagers! There 
was also a crèche for small children, 
although they were very much in evi-
dence in all parts of the complex. I 
met them after the service enjoying a 
delicious lunch.

For the Pastor, in common with our 
Chaplain, work does not end on 
Sunday evening. In addition to visit-
ing Chinese Christian communities 

in other cities, the Pastor attends 
conferences of similar communities 
throughout the world, recently re-
turning from a meeting in Barcelona. 
There are also many fellowship 
groups within the Community that 
need his support: young adults, cou-
ples preparing for marriage, those 
in hospital and missionary work. 
The Pastor and his wife, Helena, 
visit Chinese restaurants looking for 
converts or Christians who do not 
practise their faith, sometimes ac-
companied by guest missionaries. In 
addition to the 9.30 Sunday morning 
service, there is a second service at 
15.30 for the benefit of people work-
ing in restaurants. 

At the end of the service, about 12 
people stood up, one by one and said 
a few words, some confidently, oth-
ers shyly, after which the congrega-
tion applauded. The Pastor explained 
to me that these were newcomers 
introducing themselves to the com-
munity. Finally, a beaming young 
woman stood and the congregation 
sang Happy Birthday (in Chinese, of 
course). A happy end to what was 
obviously a very happy service. 
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He Made Them Every One

Saturday, 20 October 2012 saw 
once again the annual Animal 

Blessing service at Christ Church. 
This was initiated many years ago 
by Rev. Jeremy Peake and has con-
tinued since then under the very able 
leadership of Rev. Aileen Hackl. It is 
the service to which church members 
and their friends bring their pet ani-
mals to church to remember God´s 
rich creation, to give thanks for the 
beauty of the world and its life, and 
to receive blessing for their animals 
and for themselves. The readings 
and the hymns all reflected our place 
in God’s created world, and in the 
prayers we asked for open eyes to 
see the gifts He has given us, hearts 
to praise Him for His mercies and a 
sense of responsibility for life here in 
the world which He has entrusted to 
us.

Assisted by Sheila, Aileen´s sermon 
took the form of an imaginary con-
versation between animals and God. 
She showed how each one is created 
in God´s own way and is loved by 
Him. Each animal was then individu-
ally blessed by name.

The service enjoys popularity among 
the English-speaking animal lovers 
of the city and it is nice to welcome 
new faces every year as well as the 
“old friends” who make it an annual 
event. This year we welcomed sev-
en dogs, two cats and (perhaps for 
the first time?) an exotic 20 year old 
turtle whose original home is on the 
other side of the Great Pond! Charlie 
(that is his name) was accompanied 

by Pat, his owner, and Betsy, while 
young inquisitive Prince always 
watched attentively to see what 
Sheila was doing. Aaron, with his 
owners Mary and Franz, was pleased 
to join the party again this year, as 
were “veterans” Rafferty, Elliot and 
Macaulay. Quiet, pretty Roxy, a black 
spaniel, at Christ Church for the first 
time, was with Peter and Giedre, and 
the feline branch of creation was 
ably represented by Becks and Paula, 
who brought along Helen and her lit-
tle niece Emily, too.

Two dogs, one very large and one 
small, have been endowed with a 
very special gift. Judy and John’s 
lovely woolly Macaulay and Neil and 
Jan’s beautiful shiatzu, Boko, are 
therapy dogs. Boko gained his diplo-
ma this year and Macaulay will soon 
finish his training. Therapy dogs (and 
sometimes cats) visit Senior Citizens 
Homes and Kindergartens to provide 
therapy for folk who for some rea-
son have withdrawn into themselves, 
or harbour certain fears. Stroking a 
fluffy cat, or “shaking paws” with a 
trained dog can help heal and bring 
shy people out of themselves again, 
and create confidence. 

Many photographs were taken and 
all “creatures great and small” be-
haved themselves impeccably. 

Thank you, Aileen, for such a lovely 
service again this year! Our thanks 
are also due to Valentin who so ably 
accompanied the hymn singing. 
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On a rather chilly 
late after-

noon last May, two 
friends of mine from 
the Senior Citizens’ 
Residence where I 
help out now and 
again, rang me up 
and invited me to 
join them at a par-
ty being held in a 
home for asylum 
seekers. It sound-
ed interesting, so I 
dropped everything 
and met them. A 
long trip through 
Vienna, then a train 
ride and twenty 
minutes walk. OK for me, but you 
might have thought it heavy going 
for Frau Stiedl, aged over 90 and 
using a walking frame.  She was in 
good spirits, and despite the fact 
that she is blind, we had to make 
sure she didn’t get ahead of us, 
because she can’t see potholes or 
bumps.

When we arrived at the party, 
which was held in a big field, we 
noticed a donkey.  He looked live-
ly, and as if he hated being tied 
up and wanted to frisk about. We 
met some extremely  interesting 
people with fascinating stories of 
how they had come to Austria, but 
all the attention was riveted on an 
elderly French priest, Père Lucien. 
We were told that he was walking 
from France to Bethlehem and had 

just stopped for the night. It was his 
donkey, Isidor, that we had seen in 
the field. The donkey was carrying 
Père Lucien’s baggage and provid-
ing company for him.

A bit later Père Lucien joined us.  
He told us that he had left France 
about three months earlier and 
was hoping to be in Bethlehem for 
Christmas Eve. As Frau Stiedl was 
sitting comfortably, Père Lucien 
went and got Isidor and brought 
him to us so we could meet him. 
It was very touching to see my old 
friend Frau Stiedl, who is a Moslem, 
wearing her headscarf, talking with 
Père Lucien and of course with 
Isidor! We asked Père Lucien why 
he was making this pilgrimage and 
he simply replied, “Pour la paix— 
for peace!”

Isidor’s Journey
by R

evd. A
ileen H

ackl
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

Nov 1 (Thurs) 10.00 All Saints’ Day Sung Eucharist

Nov 2 (Fri) 18.00 Prayers for the faithful departed

Nov 3 (Sat) 16.00 Nigerian Fest

Nov 4 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Nov 7 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Nov 9 (Fri) 11.00 Remembrance Service Klagenfurt

Nov 11 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service

Nov 17 (Sat) 10.30 Annual Bazaar

Nov 28 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting

Nov 29 (Thurs) 18.30 Theology on tap at the Resselpark cafe

Dec 2 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Dec 5 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Dec 9 (Sun) 16.00 Sing-along

Dec 16 (Sun) 10.00 Family Service and Nativity

 18.00 Nine lessons and carols

Dec 22 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle

Dec. 24 (Mon) 22.45 Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass

Dec. 25 (Tues)  08.00 Christmas Day Said Eucharist 

 10.00 Sung Eucharist with carols
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Julia (Povaly) Weston Katharina Schneider 

Solution to Who’s Who Quiz on p.14

George Jackson, former Music Director of Christ 
Church, was recently awarded second prize at 
the prestigious Jeunesses Musicale International 
Conducting Competion in Bucharest. After pro-
ceeding to the final 12 (quarterfinals), he con-
ducted Beethoven's Egmont Overture and the 
Symphony No. 3 in E flat major ('Eroica') with 
the George Enescu Philharmonic Orchestra. As 
one of three finalists, George conducted a pub-
lic concert with the orchestra in the Romanian 
Athenaeum concert hall, consisting of Brahms' 
First Symphony and Ravel's Tzigane (soloist: 
Simina Croitoru). His prize includes a cash award as well as a guest 
conducting engagement with the Craiova "Oltenia" Philharmonic 
Orchestra in 2013. He has also been invited to conduct an opera pro-
duction at the Romanian National Opera House in Iasi during the 2013–
14 season. 

George is currently a exchange student at the Hochschule für Musik 
Weimar in Germany—the reason he was unable to continue his posi-
tion at Christ Church—and returns to Vienna in March 2013 to com-
plete his conducting studies.
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