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This month’s cover shows the Revd. Jady Koch 
performing different Christ Church duties over 
the almost three years he and his wife Liza have 
spent in Vienna. He will be missed by all but we 
hope the Kochs will visit us soon.
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Judy

One of the hightlights this summer will doubtless 
be the Olympics and Paralympics taking place in 

London. I don’t usually obsess about spectator sports, 
but the Olympics—where countries  large and small 
all have a chance to compete—holds a special attrac-
tion for me. Personally, I’d rather watch heat 26 of the 
100 metre sprint with competitors from, say, Nauru, 
Iceland, St. Kitts, Luxembourg, Bhutan, Sao Tomé and 
Principe, Albania and Estonia than the finals where 
two or perhaps three predictable nationalities are rep-
resented. I still remember watching Eric Moussambani 
from Equatorial Guinea struggle to swim two lengths 
of the Olympic pool in Sydney, further than the rookie 
swimmer had ever swum in his eight-month swimming 
career. The spectactators applauded his tenacity and 
determination, and the fact that, as the only swimmer 
in the very last heat, he won by default. The Jamaican 
bobsled team inspired similar admiration at the Winter 
Olympics as did Philip Boit, a Kenyan newcomer to skiing 
who finished, not surprisingly, last in the 10 km classic 
race in the 1998 winter games in Nagano. Norwegian 
Olympic giant Bjørn Dæhlie who won the race (and 
many other races), waited until he had congratulated 
Boit as he crossed the finishing line before mounting the 
podium to collect his gold medal.

As a 16-year old at the Vienna International School, the 
less sporty of my two daughters was reluctantly per-
suaded to represent her class in the 5,000 metres. Some 
40 girls started the race—one or two for each secondary 
school homeroom—but for many the distance and heat 
proved too much. My daughter was one of the two last 
runners to cross the finishing line, but I was nonetheless 
immensely proud of her. A few minutes later, she was 
amazed when her name was announced as the winner 
of her grade, bringing her homeroom valuable points. 
She was the only one in her year to complete the course!

In sports, like so much else in life, what is important is 
trying one’s best. Only one person can score gold, be 
offered that coveted promotion or achieve the top score 
in an important exam, no matter how much they pray 
for it to happen or how much they might deserve it. No-
one is a failure because he is not the very best, only if 
he gives less than his personal best and subsequently 
allows disappointment to colour his future. 
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The Venerable Patrick Curran
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we are always facing one crisis or 
another. This will be the case until the 
end of time. One only has to briefly 
cast one’s eye over the history of the 
20th century that knew two World 
Wars, the Great Depression, the Cold 
War, Viet Nam, apartheid etc., or 
remind oneself of 9/11. 

To be in crisis is part of the framework 
of our existence. The discovery of 
El Dorado (the city of gold) is never 
today! The illusion is and has been 
that there are times that are free from 
crisis. The tall tale has been that we 
can somehow or other avoid being in 
crisis and that the exception is to be 
in crisis rather than the acceptance 
that crisis is an underlying truth of 
our existence. 

Why are you so convinced, you may 
ask? How can you be so sure, as a 
dear relative once asked? My convic-
tion arises out of my Christain faith, 
which in turn is informed not only by 
Jesus Christ but also by the example 
of the people of Israel. 

Again and again when the going gets 
tough the Hebrew people turn away 
from God because they fail to trust 
the ways of God amongst men. In 
the wilderness, the Hebrew people 
famously say, “If only we had died 
by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There 
we sat around pots of meat and ate 
all the food we wanted, but you have 
brought us out into this desert to 
starve this entire assembly to death.” 
They too quickly forgot that they cried 
to God that he might release them 

The best of times! The worst 
of times!

I often find myself introducing 
this message with the proviso 
“at the time of writing” aware 
that what I write today will be 
out of date in just a few days 
time. Tomorrow the people of 
Greece will elect a new govern-
ment. How will the people vote? 
What kind of government can 
be built on the votes cast? Will 

Greece remain part of the Euro-
zone? Will the Euro survive?

In debates about the present financial 
crisis I find myself urging people to 
consider the larger picture. I wonder 
sometimes whether or not this per-
spective is helpful. People often want 
quick fixes. They want someone to 
extinguish the fire for them without 
having to lift a finger themselves. 
There is a financial crisis. It is hav-

ing a devastating impact on the 
lives of millions of people 
in different ways. What I 
am about to write does 

not address their situation 
in a way that will in, the 
short term, bring the de-
sired relief although it might 
prove a helpful perspective 
to consider.

What I find my-
se l f  say ing 
a g a i n  a n d 
again with 
utter convic-
tion is that 
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from bondage in Egypt, where they 
were forced to make bricks without 
straw. In the Book of Judges we read 
that “the Israelites did what was evil 
in the sight of the Lord, forgetting the 
Lord their God ...”.

At the heart of every crisis be it fi-
nancial, political, environmental or 
personal, is an estrangement from 
God and God’s ways amongst us 
captured in the above “forgetting the 
Lord their God”. Many do not accept 
this diagnosis that a crisis is based on 
a failure to seek God’s kingdom, his 
mercy and his righteousness. It can 
also be based on an illusion about the 
human condition like a midlife crisis: 
the forever-young syndrome of con-
temporary society. My mother is an 
elderly woman of ninety-two. It pains 
her and me, but we both know that 
life for her has become burdensome.

Each Christian knows that for 
relationships to flourish we need 
to be attentive to our relationship 
with God, with ourselves and with 
each other and I would say in that 
order: God, self and neighbour. For 
example, if we have little self-worth, 
how can we respect others? If we hate 
ourselves, how can we love others? If 
we are estranged from God, how can 
we administer the balm of Gilead or 
why should we desire to make God’s 
ways our ways? For humanity to 
flourish—which must be the desire 
of economists, bankers, politicians, 
theologians—we must allow for God’s 
grace, the working of the Holy Spirit, 
to be at work in us. 

Why theologians 
and why Chris-
tians? Because as 
I often say, Jesus 
came to bring life in 
all its fullness. He came 
to complete our joy! How might 
we have joy in the crises befalling us 
now and throughout our lives? We 
have joy in knowing that Christ has 
come to raise us up each time we fall, 
as in the song by Donnie McClurkin. 
We fall down, but we get up! We have 
joy in knowing that the God whom 
we worship and adore is with us in 
the ups and downs of life and in the 
rough-and-tumble of today, for he is 
our beginning and our end. In God 
we trust.

I have entitled this piece the best of 
times and the worst of times, because 
I am convinced with a Pauline convic-
tion (Romans 8.38f) that we should 
see each moment, even those mo-
ments when we are weighed down, as 
precious moments given to us by God. 
Each moment of our lives has the 
potential of witnessing to the love of 
God in which we have been enfolded. 
The crisis of human existence is real. 
It is at the root of our present troubles, 
but there is also for those who have 
eyes to see another story intertwined: 
the divine story. This story shows us 
(who live now) that these moments 
are the best of times! 

I often say, Jesus 
came to bring life in 
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Onward, Christian Soldier

Martin Walser writes in an essay 
entitled Rechtfertigung (Jus-

tification), “To be justified used to 
be most important”. Walser goes 
on to write that “nations validate 
themselves through laws and gov-
ernments through elections. But the 
individual?”* 

Over the last three years it has been 
our good fortune to have had the 
Revd. Jady Koch as the curate of Christ 
Church, Vienna. During this time he 
has been able to complete and submit 
the first draft of his doctoral disserta-
tion. We have seen him grow as a 
priest and as a person, but above all 
else we have benefited from his teach-
ing: from his message. We have learnt 
at Christ Church again that what used 
to be most important, namely “to be 
justified” remains most important. 

Those who attended the Lent Group 
that Jady led will know that it is at 
our peril should we exchange the 
theology of the cross for the theol-
ogy of glory (our good deeds) as if 
salvation and our justification are 
dependent on us and not on the gift 

so freely bestowed on us in Christ 
Jesus. Jady often refers to the divide 
under the classical theological terms 
of Law and Gospel and urges us time 
and time again to embrace the Good 
News of the Gospel. He knows what 
the Good News is, and even better, 
he is able to share it for he is a gifted 
and intelligent speaker. Jady has been 
driving home in his preaching, during 
the retreat, and in the Soundings ses-
sions that to be justified by the work 
of God in Jesus Christ is God’s great-
est gift to us. If we can accept this 
gift then we will be encouraged and 
strengthened to weather all the storms 
of life, because we know ourselves to 
be in God’s tender care, from which 
we cannot be separated. Jady, for all 
those who have benefited from your 
teaching, may I express our gratitude.

It has been a joy to have Jady as a 
colleague. It has been a privilege 
to be his training incumbent. He is 
a quick learner. He has come to a 
deeper appreciation of an expression 
of the Christian faith that was not his 
own. Here I need to reference only the 
Comfortable Words (Common Wor-
ship page 238). There has been much 
laughter over meals and during his 
sermons. There are the big bear hugs 
and I am too often aware that I am 
only half the man he is! I have enjoyed 
our Tuesday morning meetings after 
Morning Prayer and have benefited 
from our conversations. He has been a 
good friend to my family and all of us 
have benefited from the modern wor-
ship songs that we were introduced 
to during the Six O’clock services.by
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It would be amiss of me not to men-
tion Liza. Jady and Liza are very much 
a team and Jady relies on Liza for 
more things than one might expect. 
Jady is happiest and functions best 
when he knows that Liza is at hand. 
She is a very gifted person in her own 
right. Occasionally I see a blog that 
she runs with an American friend in 
which she gives tips about all manner 
of things to do with style and interior 
design. 

I met Jady in early 2010 on my first 
visit to Christ Church on a Sunday 

evening before the Six O’clock Ser-
vice. Having moved to Vienna from 
Stuttgart just a few days earlier, I 
was referred to Christ Church and to 
Jady in particular by the priest of my 
former parish (the Anglican church of 
St. Catherine’s) who happens to be a 
fellow Louisianian. After church I met 
Liza who had taken care of that night’s 
dinner. I remember how impressed I 
was by the Kochs’ friendly and wel-
coming attitude. 

I couldn’t have wished for a better 
start to my life in Vienna with new 
friends like the Kochs. Soon I met 
them at various church and non-
church social gatherings, birthday 
and dinner parties, brunches and, 
of course, almost every Sunday at 
the “Six O’clock” that the Kochs 
had helped to introduce. It is a more 
contemporary service and quite an 
intimate and personal one as well. 
It was a great occasion not only to 
hear Jady preach, but also to hear 

At the recent Christ Church retreat, 
which Jady led, he said of himself, “I 
am not a scholar of the psalms, I am 
a preacher who reads the psalms.” 
Jady, be assured of our prayers for 
you and Liza and for your preaching 
and teaching ministry. We wish you 
Godspeed!  
*Gerechtfertigt zu sein war einmal 
das Wichtigste. Staaten legitimieren 
sich durch Gesetze, Regierungen durch 
Wahlen. Aber der Einzelne?

him sing (and, if you were lucky, 
play the guitar) in itself a joy and 
encouragement. The dinner following 
the service, always put together with 
great taste and love of detail, never 
lacked a sense of style. Liza’s motto 
“bringing beauty to the everyday” 
definitely applied to these evenings. 
Good conversation about theological 
as well as a variety of mundane topics 
was always guaranteed. 

Jady talks as easily to kids and teen-
agers as he does to older members of 
the congregation and I guess that’s 
a gift that is very appropriate for 
a priest. Since both Jady and Liza 

continued on p 9

by Katharina  Schneider
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Christ Church Psalmists

The Chaplain
God of my salvation, 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
Know my despair, take from me all man-
ner of sighing and guide me this and 
every day!

The tasks you have entrusted to me are 
too great for me!
Help me in my weakness for you are 
strong!
You look on my confusion manifest in 
faltering steps. 
Nevertheless you do not withhold your 
love, mercy and compassion.

Give me a right judgement in all things,
That my life, my words and actions, may 
be a witness
To you the Lord that conquers
All that causes me to seek myself 
above all else
And not you the living God.

Crossways Editor
O Lord, you have given me the strength
To hold your pen in my hand.
I turn to you for inspiration
To fulfil the task you have given me.

I trust in you to imbue me with the words
To reveal the depth of your goodness.
O Lord, make your people willing
To open their lives and hearts to my 
scrutiny.

O Lord in your loving kindness
Bestow on Crossways the blessing of 
your wisdom!

Christine Kohlmann
How can I fathom your infinite greatness 
and mercies, O God?
They have been faithfully sung by all who 
sought you
You echo their song in the giving of the 
longed for One
The One who loves me and has always 
loved
He will strengthen me along the hills and 
valleys of this journey
Surely I will wait on Him ‘til the journey 
ends
And I will dwell with Him in your house 
for ever.

Miranda Kopetzky
O God, do not forsake me in my day of 
trouble:
Hold me steadfast in the palm of your hand

Praise to God for his wonderful works:
Praise him for all creation!

Morkor Korley 
Oh Lord hear my voice when I cry unto 
thee. I will praise your name as long as I 
have breath.

Maria Cristina Krier Adeyemi
O praise the Lord for He is good. He gave 
this planet earth.
Let us thank him for the creation he gave 
us in order to surround and nourish us.
Let us be grateful for his wonderful blue 
planet full of blessings.
Let us joyfully accept all these gifts and 
keep and save them for the generations 
to come. In the name of the Lord, Amen.

At the suggestion of the Chaplain, a number of participants at the recent 
Christ Church Retreat penned their own psalms, reflecting, not surpris-

ingly, the preoccupations of the authors:
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At the conclusion of the Retreat, the  
Ven. Patrick Curran presented Revd. 
Jady Koch with a small token of our 
appreciation, together with appropri-
ate quotes from three psalms. The 
photo shows Patrick holding the bag 
(quote 1) and Jady sporting his Göt-
tweig cap and pen (quotes 2 and 3).

(1) Psalm 33.7 (bag)
He gathered the waters of the sea 
as in a bottle; he put the deeps in 
storehouses.

(2) Psalm 54.1 (pen)
My heart overflows with a goodly 
theme; I address my verses to the 
king; my tongue is like the pen of a 
ready writer.

(3) Psalm 121.5 (cap)
The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is 
your shade at your right hand. 
The sun shall not strike you by day, 
nor the moon by night.

share a genuine interest in other 
people (combined with a great sense 
of humour) they made sure to cre-
ate an atmosphere of hospitality 
and warmth, both at church events 
or when hosting in their own home. 
Speaking of a sense of humour, Jady 
(who has the rare gift of being able 
to laugh at himself) sometimes jokes 
that a possible career for him would 
have been as a Broadway singer. And 
he sure proved this talent on more 
than one occasion, for example when 
putting his singing and dancing moves 
on for the legendary Christmas parties 
hosted by Johanna and Robert Reuss. 

We wish both of them the best of 
luck for a joyous start in their new 
congregation in Louisville and hope 
to have them back here for a visit 

before too long (or else to enjoy the 
Kentucky Derby in Louisville with 
them). Once again, the words of the 
great Carrie Bradshaw turn out to be 
true: “The ones you love are always 
in your heart. And, if you’re very 
lucky, a plane ride away”. Jady himself 
would probably add to this a heartfelt 
“Thanks be to God”. 

continued from p 7
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Christ Church Retreat 2012

The 2012 Christ Church Retreat 
was truly an occasion to count 

our blessings: the brilliant blue skies 
and warm, insect-free evenings out-
side where we sat as a group until 
late; the coolness of the thick Ab-
bey walls within; and a particularly 
harmonious and interesting crowd 
of participants who each added his 
or her contribution to the dynamics 
of the group. But above all, we were 
blessed with a gifted retreat leader 
who taught, inspired and guided us 
as if he had been doing it for dec-
ades. The Revd. Jady Koch stepped 
out of his traditional role as As-
sistant Curate of Christ Church and 
assumed the mantle of a charismatic 
teacher who helped us explore new 
paths and opened the eyes of even 
the most seasoned Bible reader 
among us.

The fact that many of us elected to 
spend the designated “free time” 
to  study and read the psalms to-
gether is a tribute to Jady’s ability 
to enthuse and inspire his audience. 
There is no doubt that all those at-
tending the retreat will now read the 
psalms in a fresh light.  



The focus of the retreat on the psalms’ call to ground our lives 
in faith took place against the backdrop of crisis in a wayward 
Europe that once had served as a great bulwark of Christianity. 
The anguish, fear, despair, hope and—ultimately—rejoicing 
of the psalmists came as a timely reminder of their message about 
God’s faithfulness and His redemption of us, however much we 
stray. When our lives are as affected by the unexpected as were 
those of the Israelites and their psalmists, may we seek God’s grace 
to accept, embrace and turn to good whatever befalls us now and 
evermore..                          Mike & Christina Stevens 

The services sung by the Benedictine monks in the church 
communicated meditation, confessions of sin and salvation. 
The Revd. Jady Koch gave excellent sermons to make clear the 
meaning of the psalms today. Negatively, Christians must “turn 
away from sin”; positively, “the Lord is my shepherd”. He also 
linked the meaning of the psalms to Jesus Christ, His suffering 
and crucifixion for His love of mankind, His resurrection and 
salvation for the world. What impresses me is the Christian 
love of the congregation at Christ Church given to others in their 
hour of need. Thanks be to God.                  Rosemary Moravec

Jady’s insight into the Psalms gave us the full picture—a life of  ups 
and downs with the assurance that all will be well in the end. Another 
tonic to help us on our way!  Andrew and Melitta Rooke

Thank you Jady for your enlightening words on the psalms and 
advice on how to become a psalmist. I always appreciate the 
time spent on retreat at Göttweig:  the peace, time for reflection 
and fellowship.             Miranda Kopetzky

It was a beautiful experience to be in Göttweig with the 
Christ Church family. Jady´s introduction to the  basics of 
the psalms which is the language of life was great. Praise to 
God to his wonderful works: Praise him for all creation!  
                  Rose Samuel

So many times I have sat listening to monks chanting 
the Psalms and wondered at their prayerful meaning. 
Our days at Göttweig have answered my unspoken 
questions. I shall be able to read, seek and understand 
the depth of emotion, the anguish and the joy of the 
psalmist, feeling that I am not only listening but also 
hearing the human cry of the heart and the continuity 
of the message of salvation.            Claire Besnyö

Something that I enjoyed at the retreat was the 
discussion we had on the Psalms as categorized by 
Jady. We usually don’t have a discussion during the 
addresses so it took place in a small group during 
our relaxing period on Saturday afternoon. It was  
especially valuable to hear others’ views on the 
Psalms.                 Morkor Korley

I didn’t go on a Retreat until 2010 (when I had to 
cut it short) but took part in 2011 and 2012. For 
those who think the Retreat is just for theology 
students, I can assure you the lay person will feel 
comfortable and enjoy the experience. It is very much 
a peaceful time of feeding the soul. Needless to say 
the surroundings at Stift Göttweig are incredibly 
beautiful and if the weather is good, what an 
added bonus!      Brenda Pressinger
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Patrick Curran, Archdeacon of the 
East in the Diocese of Europe and 
Commissary
To all Christian people to whom this 
shall come
GREETING IN THE NAME OF 
CHRIST
KNOW THAT on the Tenth Day of 
June in the Year of Our Lord Two 
Thousand and Twelve
in Christ Church, Vienna
I admitted Laura Fairburn as Reader
According to the Canons of the Church 
of England
In Testimony whereof the seal of the 
Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe
Is affixed this Tenth day of June in the 
Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and 
Twelve, in the Nineteenth Year of his 
Consecration and of his Translation 
the Eleventh

Sunday, 19 June was a very 
special day at Christ Church 

when we witnessed—and partici-
pated in—the admission of Laura 
Fairburn as a Reader in the Church 
of England. Laura has had a long 
career of service to others. Trained 
as a secondary school teacher, she 
taught Scripture, English and His-
tory in London, before a four-year 
stint in a school for children with 
special needs. 

In 1963 she left England to work in a 
children’s home in Carinthia, before 
enrolling for training in Salzburg at 
the Lutheran Missionary School. 

Once she had completed her train-
ing, she moved to St. Pölten where 
she worked as a pastoral assistant 
attached to the Lutheran church. Her 
tasks included leading Bible study 
groups, hospital visits, working with 
women and teaching religious stud-
ies to children of all ages. In 1981 
she switched to full-time teaching, 
which she feels was her true voca-
tion in life. Upon her retirement, 
Laura moved to Vienna where she 
was able to attend Christ Church on 
a more regular basis and be involved 
in many activities, something that 
was not possible when she had to 
commute from St. Pölten.

Laura the Reader
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She was presented as a candidate 
for licensing by the Revd. Dorothea 
Finatti of the Lutheran Church, her-
self well known to members of the 
congregation. Archdeacon Patrick 
Curran placed the blue Readers’ 
scarf on her shoulders that dis-
tinguishes Readers from ordained 
ministers and Laura pledged her 
commitment. Many of her friends 
from the Lutheran Church were at 
the service to share in her joy. 

Licensed readers are authorised by 
the Church of England to preach and 
teach, to conduct or assist in con-
ducting worship and to assist in the 
pastoral, evangelistic and liturgical 
work. They are lay men and women 
who recognize a call to serve God 
and his world through the Church 
of England. They are sometimes 
described as “lay theologians”; their 
close contact with everyday situa-
tions helping them to interpret the 
Gospel, and to proclaim Christ’s 
teaching both in the Church and in 
the world. They work in a variety of 
situations  with children and young 
people, the elderly, housebound and 
bereaved, and with those prepar-
ing for baptism, confirmation and 
marriage. 

With her profound knowledge of 
the Scriptures, her proven record 
of service to others and her strong 
faith, it would be difficult to imagine 
someone better suited to the office of 
Reader than Laura. Congratulations 
and best wishes for the future! Laura and her friends from the Lutheran church

Laura receiving her blue scarf from the Ven. Patrick Curran

Laura being presented by Dorothea Haspelmath-Finatti
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The outing this year will be to Gars am Kamp and Rosenburg (Lower Austria). In 
Gars we will visit the Saturday market and in Rosenburg we will have a guided 
tour of the castle and attend a falcon show. On the return journey to Vienna we 
will stop at a hostelry for a meal and drink. The date is Saturday, 25 August. 
I apologise for the change of date, but we had to move the Youth and Family 
Retreat so that key people could lead the day! We depart at 11.00 and will be 
back in Vienna by 21.00. The following day we are invited by John and Judy 
Castelino to their home for a BBQ. It promises to be a good weekend when we 
can reconnect after the summer holidays.

This year’s Youth and Family Day Retreat takes place on Saturday, 8 Septem-
ber at the same location as last year:  Schoenstattzentrum, Kahlenberg, 1190 
Vienna (www.schoenstattzentrum-wien.at). We are planning a great family 
day together with lots of fun for the children and some reflection time for the 
adults. There will be outdoor games, a bonfire and BBQ, three course lunch, 
canvas painting and lots more!
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“Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy, like art... It has no survival value; rather 
it is one of those things that give value to survival.” C. S. Lewis

The next Theology on Tap meeting will be held at the same venue Café Ressel 
Park. This time we will sit inside where it is air conditioned and so we will be 
able to hear each other a bit better. Ruth Loewenhardt will facilitate a discussion 
on Art and Spirituality. Theology on Tap is a time for fellowship and interesting 
discussion on issues about important spiritual and faith issues relevant to us 
all.  So please join us and bring your friends.

Time: Thursday, 2 August. Location: Cafe Ressel Park, Wiedner Hauptstrasse1,(U2 
Station at Karlsplatz). Space will be reserved inside from 18.30 and the discus-
sion will begin at 19.00. More information to follow. Please reply by 30 July. 
Email: mike.waltner@gmail.com.

John and Judy Castelino cordially invite the congregation of Christ Church to a 
barbecue lunch immediately after church on Sunday, 26 August. There will be 
a sign-up sheet at the back of the church so that they know how many to cater 
for and also to enable people to arrange for a lift with those who have room in 
their cars. There is no need for anyone to bring anything foodwise, but helping 
hands would be much appreciated on the day.

Following the very successful Christ Church pilgrimage to the Holy Land this 
year, the Chaplain is organizing another pilgrimage in 2013, this time to Turkey.  
The pilgrimage will take place during the Energiewoche (2-8 February 2013). 
The activities of St Paul form the basis of most Christian trips to Asia Minor. The 
focus of the Christ Church pilgrimage 2013 is the seven churches mentioned in the 
Book of Revelation (1.10ff). Details of the itinerary are given in the previous issue 
of Crossways (#64). Briefly, the pilgrimage will take us to Izmir, Milet, Ephasus, 
Nysa, Aphrodisias, Laodicea, Pammukale, Hierapolis, Philadelphia, Sardes, Manisa, 
Thyatira, Ayvalik and Pergamon. 

Obviously, places are limited, and those interested are encouraged to contact the 
Chaplain as soon as possible, to avoid disappointment later. Part of the success of 
this year’s pilgrimage was the diversity of the pilgrims, both in terms of age and 
ethnic background. The group included singles, couples and families. Although 
some single rooms will be available, solo travellers might welcome an arrange-
ment to share. More information will be provided in future issues of Crossways.
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Family Service

Sunday

The Guinness family led a lively 
and participatory family service 

on 3 June, with Sarah giving the talk 
and Joel playing the guitar in the “Six 
O’Clock” ensemble that also features 
Matt Earwicker and Sara Beyer. With 
handouts of biscuits and dark glasses, 
not to mention the animated songs, 
the Chaplain was right in saying that it 
would be a hard act to follow! Another 
highly enjoyable family service for the 
entire congregation.
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Diamond Jubilee Service

The family service was followed on 
a more serious but equally joyful 

note by a service of thanksgiving on 
the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Even 
the Church Shop was fitted out for the 
occasion (see photos). The first lesson 
was read by Lt. Col. Ian Stafford, De-
fence Attaché at the British Embassy. 
The service ended with the singing of 
the national anthem and was followed 
by a reception in the Church Centre. 
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The Blessed Virgin Mary

When I was a child, the only time 
we ever heard anything about 

the Blessed Virgin Mary was at Christ-
mas. At that time, however, she really 
came into her own, with her depiction 
on a large proportion of the Christmas 
cards we received and a mention in 
every Christmas carol and Scripture 
reading! Loving, tender and gentle 
are the descriptives mostly associated 
with Mary, the Mother of Christ.

Among the historic churches of the 
Reformation, it is the Church of Eng-
land that has the closest relationship 
with the Virgin Mary. Last month’s 
Crossways included a brief history of 
Anglicanism that naturally explained 
the reasons for the split between the 
church in England and Rome. This 
split was initially more political than 
theological in nature, and many of the 
tenets of Christianity upheld by the 
church at the time were maintained 
by the Church of England. Within 
the Anglican Communion, there are 
“high” churches where for the casual 
observer, the liturgical practices are 
all but identical to those held in the 
Roman Catholic church. I recently 
attended a service in an Anglican 
church in Ealing, West London, and 
was mortified that I could not join in 
with the recitation of Hail Mary since I 
had simply never learnt it off by heart 
(see box). 

A Society of Mary was formed within 
the Anglican Communion in 1931 
that describes itself as “Episcopalians 
dedicated to the Glory of God and 
the Holy Incarnation of Christ, under T

he
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h 
Y
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r

the invocation of Our Lady, Help of 
Christians.” This group exists with 
the desire to promote reverence to 
the Virgin Mary within the Anglican 
context.

There are five major feasts of the 
Virgin Mary celebrated to a greater 

Hail Mary, full of grace.
The Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou amongst women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 

Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,

pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death.

Amen
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Prayer of the Month

Eternal God,
Giver of joy and source of all strength,

We pray for those
Who prepare for the London Olympic and Paralympic games.
For the competitors training for the Games and their loved ones,
For the many thousands who will support them, For the Churches and others 
who are organising special events and who will welcome many people from 
many nations.
In a world where many are rejected and abused,
We pray for a spirit of tolerance and acceptance, of humility and respect
And for the health and safety of all.
May we at the last be led towards the love of Christ who is more than gold, 
today and forever. Amen

from the Church of England Topical Prayers

or lesser degree within the Anglican 
Communion. Living in predominantly 
Roman Catholic Austria, we are prob-
ably best familiar with the Assump-
tion of the Virgin on 15 August and 
the Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on 8 December, both days being 
national holidays in Austria. Other 
“Mary” days that appear on the list 
of holy days of the Church of England 
are 25 March (the Anunciation of our 
Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary), 31 
May (The Visit of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to Elizabeth) and 8 September 
(the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary).

Although the Assumption of Mary is 
not an Anglican doctrine, 15 August is 
observed by many Anglican churches 
as a feast day in honour of Mary. The 
Common Prayer Books of the Scottish 

Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Church of Canada mark the date as 
the Falling Asleep of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. In the Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America, the day 
is observed as the Holy Day of Saint 
Mary the Virgin. In the Church of Eng-
land the day is a Festival of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary. In some churches of 
the Anglican Communion and the 
Continuing Anglican churches, many 
Anglo-Catholics observe the feast day 
as the “Assumption of Mary”.

The Anglican-Roman Catholic state-
ment on the Virgin Mary assigns a 
place for both the Dormition and the 
Assumption in Christian devotion.

Information drawn from various websites 
including Wikepedia
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Following on from last year’s arti-
cle on Revd Grimes and the many 

baptisms of Jews at Christ Church 
before the Second World War, I 
thought Crossways readers would 
be interested to read about another 
Anglican Chaplain in Vienna with a 
strong Jewish connection.

“Herzl’s priest recognised after 80 
years”. This intriguing headline that 
appeared in the Jewish Chronicle on 
4 February 2011, refers to William 
Hechler, an “eccentric” Christian 
who made a significant contribution 
to the founding of secular Zionism. 
He was a Christian Restorationist, 
who believed the Bible taught that 
the Jewish nation would be restored 
to Israel. This thinking was rein-
vigorated by the formation in 1809 
of the London Jews’ Society, which 
included William Wilberforce and 
Lord Shaftesbury. Hechler worked 
with this group, actively philosemitic 
and promoting Zionism.

Hechler was Chaplain to the British 
Embassy in Vienna from 1885 to 
1910. He was also tutor to Frederick 
1, the Grand Duke of Baden, whose 
son, Ludwig introduced Hechler to 
Kaiser Wilhelm 11. These links to 
the German royal family during his 
time in Vienna were a vital part of 
the story of Zionism.

Hechler had read Herzl’s book Der 
Judenstaat, and the two men met in 
March 1896. Herzl described Hechler 
as “a most unusual person . . .with 

the long grey beard of a prophet”  
Herzl financed Hechler to meet the 
Kaiser in Berlin, who jokingly greeted 
Hechler with the remark, “I hear you 
want to be a minister of the Jewish 
state!”.

This meeting was probably instru-
mental in promoting Herzl’s own 
meeting with the Kaiser in Istanbul 
in October 1898, following which 
the Kaiser twice asked the Sultan 
for a chartered company under Ger-
man protection to promote Zionism.  
This failed, the Kaiser lost interest in 
Zionism and Herzl turned towards 
Great Britain for support.

Mindful of Hechler’s attempts at 
influencing the Kaiser, Herzl asked 
the Zionist community to honour 

An Eccentric Christian
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Hechler, but nothing was done.  
Herzl died aged 44 on 3 July 1904.  
Hechler, his good friend and sup-
porter, had been with him the previ-
ous day. Hechler, unlike Herzl, was 
then forgotten, but his grave has 
recently been rediscovered in the 
New Southgate cemetery in London.  
A memorial was erected in January 

Theodor Herzl was viewed by many as the father of Zionism. His book, der Judenstaat, 
published in 1886, sowed the seeds for the founding of the State of Israel over 60 
years later. Born in Budapest in 1860, Herzl studied law in Vienna and later worked 
as a journalist. His parents were not particularly religious and his interest in Judaism 
began when he was a correspondent in Paris for the Neue Freie Presse, and followed 
the Dreyfuss Affair (a notorious anti-Semitic incident in which a French Jewish army 
captain was falsely convicted of spying for Germany). He later became concerned 
about anti-semitism in Vienna and in particular the anti-semitic propoganda of 
Karl Lueger, mayor of Vienna. He died in Niederösterreich in 1904. In his will he 
stated that he wished to be buried in a poor grave until his bones could be taken to 
Palestine. In 1949, his remains were interred on Mount Herzl in Jerusalem.

2011, that reads “a lover of God and 
His word and His Ancient People and 
a tireless adversary of anti-Semitism. 
Friend and Counsellor of Theodor 
Herzl”.
(condensed from an article in the Sum-
mer 2011 issue of Common Ground, 
the journal of the Council of Christians 
and Jews) 

Th r o u g h  t h i s  i s s u e  o f 
Crossways, I should like to 

thank the congregation of Christ 
Church for the kind support shown 
me on the occasion of my admission 
as a Reader in the Church of England 
on 10 June.

There are too many to name them 
all individually, but I wish to express 
my gatitude particularly to Patrick, 
Aileen, Jady and the Church Council 
who have encouraged me during 
my months of training. On the day 
itself, there were many who made 

a significant contribution both to 
the liturgy and to coordinating the 
tasks of organization in and around 
the church. My thanks are due also 
to Revd. Dorothea Haspelmath-
Finatti, the musicians and the many 
“elves” in the centre who prepared 
and served coffee and cake after the 
service.

May I ask for your continued prayer 
support. Thank you all once again 
for making the day such a memora-
ble occasion for me. 

    Laura Fairburn

Letter from Laura
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It was a Soundings 
evening out of the 

ordinary. Eight ladies 
and our Chaplain 
gathered in the Church 
centre to receive a rev-
elation … just how 

were those magnificent and intriguing 
African headdresses created? Clara 
Agu was there to reveal all and, not 
surprisingly, she began with the mate-
rial itself. Of the three richly coloured 
examples she had brought along two 
were more pliable than the other—the 
‘damask’—but all were remarkably 
stiff. With the width crinkled between 
her fingers, the centre of the two 
metre length was placed against the 
forehead, wound round to the back 
and tied. The process could also 
be started at the back, the material 
brought round to the front, crossed 
over and then taken round to the back 
again to be tied. 

That simple, you might ask? Yes and 
no .. material that stiff has a mind of 
its own; it has to be tamed, brought 
under control. Impossible for it to be 
totally subjugated though, impossible 
for the resulting pleating and folding 

to look uniform. For me though, the 
exoticism was all in the tying and the 
wonderful potential of the material 
to be moulded into any kind of gor-
geous butterfly you wish. This but-
terfly could also be nudged or brought 
round to one side, or presumably also 
tied at the front. It seemed that, given 
the basic process of winding and ty-
ing, any number of spectacular crea-
tions were possible and that no head-
dress would be identical to another. 

Moldable, rich in pattern, and with 
a silky sheen, this material also had 
another attribute: it was very noisy! 
The ladies who offered themselves as 
models—the Chaplain declined—felt 
they were in the middle of a hurricane, 
the centre of a whirlwind of elemental 
noise. Clara’s assistance was gener-
ally required but Isolde progressed 
rapidly to tying her own creations 
unaided. A mirror was continually 
passed round, cameras clicked and 
the results are here to see.

Thank you Clara! Less of a distrac-
tion now from the church pews? 
No—a different kind of distraction I 
would say. 

A Head of Our Times
by
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photos by Ninny Huszarek 
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Choral Evensong on Saturday 9 
June 2012 was sung by the Choir 

of St Mary’s College, Durham. This 
college is one of the many colleges of 
Durham University and was founded 
in the 19th Century, but is now sited 
in post-1950s buildings which are 
mainly for student accommodation 
and catering, but the chapel was 
recently built into the top floor of the 
Ferguson building. It was designed 
by the ecclesiastical architect George 
Pace and contains fabric and furniture 
produced by Thompson of Kilburn 
(the Mouseman). It now houses a 
sculpture of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
by acclaimed sculptor Fenwick Law-
son, which was commissioned in 
2005 by the College.

The college chapel’s main claim to 
fame however is that its chaplain is 
“our own” Jennifer McClure, now the 
Reverend Doctor Jennifer Moberly, 
who left Christ Church about 15 years 
ago to become an ordinand (trainee 
priest) at Durham University. We were 
thus delighted that on this fleeting 
return visit she preached the sermon 
and brought along her Chapel Choir 
to sing Evensong.

The choir was 17 strong, plus their 20 
year old director Victoria Longdon and 

organist Daniel McColm; nearly all of 
them were undergraduates with most 
of them under 20. They sang beauti-
fully of course, and honoured us with 
only the second rendering of a new 
setting of the responses by Aylwood. 
At the very successful reception after-
wards the young people commented 
very favourably on the nice buffet 
supper which had been provided by 
the Social Committee.

by D
avid H

ope
Durham comes to Christ Church

Revd. Jenny Moberly will be remembered 
by many members of the congregation, her 
husband will be known to those who attend 
the Diocesan Synod. Prof. Walter Moberly, 
from the Department of Religion and Theology 
at Durham University is a much-published 
theologian, and most recently led Bible 
studies at the Diocesan Synod of the Eastern 
Archdeaconry held in Budapest in 2011. 
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

July 1 (Sun) 10.00 Farewell to Jady Koch followed by a bring and  

share at the home of Sally and Philip Reading

July 20 (Fri) 18.30 Taizé Service

July 29 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

August 2 (Thurs) 19.00 Theology on Tap

August 12 (Sun) 10.00 Preacher Christoph Wutscher 

August 18 (Sat)  Walk on the Rax

August 25 (Sat) 11.00 Parish Outing

August 26 (Sun) 10.00 

August 26 (Sun) 12.00 Christ Church BBQ at the Castelinos’ 

August 29 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

Sept 2 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist

Sept 2 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong on the first Sunday of the 

month resumes

Sept 5 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Sept 8 (Sat) Youth and family retreat

Sept 9 (Sun) 18.00 Six o’clock service resumes every Sunday 

except the first Sunday of the month

Sept 27-30 Archdeaconry Synod, Athens

Sept 30 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Oct 7 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

Oct 10 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Oct 13 (Sat) 10.30 Council Quiet Day

Oct 20 (Sat) 16.00 Animal blessing service 

Nov 11 (Sun) Remembrance Sunday

Nov. 17 (Sat) Annual Bazaar

Soundings in the autumn on Tuesday at 19.00 will focus on the Seven 
Churches mentioned in the Book of Revelation, the Book of Acts and the Letter 
to the Ephesians in preparation for a planned pilgrimage in February 2013
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From the Church Registers

Tabitha Skye Jessica England was baptized at Christ 
Church on 20 May 2012
Vanessa Warren was baptized at Christ Church on 
28 May 2012

The marriage blessing took place on 25 May 2012 of 
Rebecca Botko and Stefan Schlesinger 

The funeral took place on of 13 June 2012 of Stefan 
Tschirk at the Zentralfriedhof
The funeral took place on 18 June 2012 of Frances 
Makin at the Stammersdorfer Friedhof 

Once again, the 10.00 service on Pentecost served to remind us of the richness of our church 
community, in terms of cultural and ethnic diversity. What a pity that so many members of the 
congregation come from countries that do not boast a national costume! Visitors to Christ Church 
often remark on the glamourous outfits of the African ladies in our community. A special session 
of Soundings on 29 May provided an opportunity to learn how to tie the elaborate headdresses 
we so admire (see p 22).

photo by C
laus M

ichalek
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