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Klagenfurt: Ms. Helen Taupe 0650/5668278
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Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berković 00385 98193 1774

The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

This month’s cover shows a selection of postage 
stamps issued in honour of the Diamond Jubilee 
of Queen Elizabeth II by different countries of 
the Commonwealth. For relevant articles, please 
see pp. 6-11.
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The deadline for submissions 
for the July/August 2012 issue 
of CROSSWAYS  is 15 June 2012. 
Please send contributions to be 
considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 01-285 1802.

Judy

May was a particularly busy month in Christ Church 
in terms of welcoming new members into our 

church, both through baptism and confirmation. Of all 
the services and sacraments—baptism, confirmation, 
marriage, funerals—it is observing the confirmation 
of others that is most likely to bring back personal 
memories (except, of course, if one was married in 
church or baptised as an adult). For my part, confirma-
tion at the age of 14 (exactly 50 years ago to the day!) 
remains one of the most important moments of my life. 

And yet it didn’t get off to an auspicious start. My room-
mates and I had committed what was considered a mortal 
sin at my boarding school by washing our hair the night 
before and going to bed with curlers! We were punished 
both for vanity (“You should have other thoughts in your 
head at this time”) and for breaking a cardinal rule (hair-
washing was conducted by a hairdresser on Wednesdays 
only). The next incident was at Confirmation Breakfast 
the following morning, when parents of confirmands 
were invited to join their daughters at a special table in 
the House 4 dining room. To my acute embarrassment, 
my father decided to light his pipe and my best friend’s 
mother a cigarette, something that turned 100 pairs of 
eyes in our direction! Strange to think that we lived in a 
totally smoke-free community in the early ‘60s! 

It was with intense trepidation that I made my way with 
my classmates to the school chapel, dressed identically 
in our navy suits, house ties and starched, white head-
dresses, where we were to be confirmed by the Bishop 
of Chichester. I recall there was a slight drizzle and the 
skies were ominous. I prayed to God that nothing more 
would go wrong and as a double security, crossed my 
fingers. At the precise moment I knelt to take my place 
at the altar rail, a single ray of sunlight shone through 
the stained glass window right on me, dazzling me, and 
remained there while the Bishop laid his hands on my 
head: a powerful sign to an anxious teenager that the 
cynical might attribute to the vagaries of British spring 
weather, but which for me marked a turning point in my 
life. Thank you, Bishop Geoffrey, for making Confirma-
tion Sunday such a beautiful occasion, not only for those 
being confirmed, but for those of us to whom it brought 
back vividly the moment when we made our adult com-
mitment to Christ.
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The Venerable Patrick Curran
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The word “busy” is one that 
has come to characterize 

our lives more and more 
across the generations. Many 
years ago, my then seven 
year-old nephew said to my 
amazement, “I need a day off!” 
His programme of activities 
was so packed by parents who 
wanted the best for him that he 
did not have time for himself. 
Many of us will know how 
regular prayer and worship are 

pushed out, in reality are sacrificed 
to the “God of time” on the altar of 
busyness. Others will fail to make 
time for their nearest and dearest. 

Time management seminars, 
although helpful, are soon replaced 
by trying to fit more and more into 
an already busy schedule. For a 
while we can cope, but times of 
intense activity and busyness need 
to be replaced by times of relaxation 
and refreshment lest we burn out. 
Into our busyness God is always 
calling with a deep desire and 
longing to “lead us o’er the world’s 
tempestuous sea” of the busyness 
of our now. 

The tempestuous sea is an image 
you will find in the much loved hymn 
Lead us, heavenly Father lead us. It 
includes the following petition that 
many generations have sung with 
fervent prayer: “guard us, guide us, 
keep us, feed us, for we have no help 
but thee”. Yes, who wants to admit 
to themselves even for a moment 
that they might need help or that 
they are not in control of their whole 
lives? Who really wants to surrender 
themselves to God as made known 
to us in Jesus Christ? 

June is going to be a busy month 
at Christ Church—not busyness for 
the sake of being busy, but because 
we have a mandate and this man-
date comes from Jesus Christ. It is a 
mandate that must always be rooted 
in him, who is the touchstone of our 
faith. Christ is the pioneer of our 
faith and we always look to him for 
setting our priorities as a church. 
And a church’s prime purpose is 
to be wholeheartedly committed to 
the things that are God’s. One of 
these things is friendship with God. 
During the Bishop’s sermon at the 
confirmation service he related the 
following story as told by Michael 
Ramsey, a former archbishop of Can-
terbury. “The Archbishop used to go 
and have his hair cut by a Pakistani 
barber. As he was having his hair cut 
one day the barber asked him how 
long he had been ordained, and he 
replied ‘over sixty years’; to which 
the barber responded ‘that is a very 
long friendship’”.
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I am reminded of some words by 
Jesus as he responds to his parents 
as a very young man saying, “How 
is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father’s 
business?” (Luke 2.49 KJV) Other 
translations read, “He said to them, 
‘Why were you searching for me? 
Did you not know that I must be in 
my Father’s house?’” (NRSV) Being 
about God the Father’s business, 
and being in God the Father’s house 
are commendable things for Jesus 
himself has shown them to be so. 
At confirmation services, the bishop 
asks the following: “Will you pro-
claim by word and example the Good 
News of Jesus Christ?” to which the 
confirmand responds: “With the 
help of God, I will”. For the whole 
mandate more commonly called 
Commission, see Common Worship 
page 359.

There are a number of special events 
occurring during June and I would 
ask you to study closely the calendar 
(pp. 16-17) and the notices (pp. 18-
19), diaries in hand. Let me whet 
your appetites by highlighting the 
first weekend in June only. On Friday, 
1 June we will kick off with the Lange 
Nacht der Kirchen as we participate 
once again as a church in this city-
wide Christian event. This year we 
will be focusing on contemporary 
worship songs led by Joel Guinness. 
We will mark the 350th anniversary  
of the Book of Common Prayer by a 
celebration of Holy Communion 
(Merbecke Communion Setting) and 

a service 
of Choral 
Evensong. 
M a t t h e w 
Earwicker will lead the first hymn 
singing session by introducing seven 
popular English hymns from across 
the world. On Sunday, 3 June we 
hold the annual pre-summer Family 
Eucharist. This will be followed 
by a Thanksgiving Service for Her 
Majesty the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee. All members of Christ Church 
are invited to attend, together with 
British and Commonwealth friends. 
In the evening the Callington Singers 
from Cornwall will lead Choral 
Evensong.

As Ruth Burrows writes, “God comes 
through the human—and we don’t 
like that. We like God to come as 
our idea of God”. The Good News 
is Jesus Christ. So let me commend 
to you our Lord Jesus Christ as the 
way, the truth and the life, who 
alone is our hope and salvation to 
whom we bend the knee, for he was 
lifted up for our sakes that the whole 
world might be drawn to him, “for 
his mercy endureth for ever” (See 
Psalm 135)
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The theme of  this  issue of 
Crossways is the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee. As Christians who 
gather at Christ Church Vienna Sunday 
by Sunday, we will be interested to 
hear and read what the Queen has to 
say about Christianity in general and 
her faith in particular. Why? Because 
Christ Church Vienna is a chaplaincy 
of the Diocese in Europe, which in 
turn is the 44th  diocese of the Church 
of England of which the Queen is the 
Supreme Governor. By the way all 
the other 43 dioceses are in England. 

Within the last six months the Queen 
has spoken twice with great acclaim 
about how she draws strength from 
her Christian faith and of the unique 
role and value of Christianity for 
society. We mostly read about the 
Queen opening this event, hosting 
that overseas guest, or attending 
family occasions such as baptisms, 
marriages and funerals. We have 
little opportunity to hear her in her 
own words especially when we are 
living outside England. Modern forms 
of communication however make it 
easier than it was. 

Martin Walser, the Swiss writer, 
recently published an essay entitled 
Rechtfert igung—eine Versuchung 
(Justification—a Temptation). It in he 
invites the reader not to read about 
Karl Barth and Friedrich Nietzsche, 
but rather to read with them saying 
that even today “about” seems to be 
more important than “with”. This is 
a good way of reading the two short 
extracts that I have chosen below. 

The Queen’s contributions show how 
the Church of England established by 
law can creatively and constructively 
occupy the public domain and share 
in the maintaining and shaping of 
society. Even so voices remain who 
believe that the Church of England 
and the Church of Scotland should 
be disestablished. Interestingly, these 
are more often than not secularists 
rather than people of other Christian 
denominations or faiths. Presently 
the amended Europe Measure, which 
impacts on how our diocese is funded 
by the Church Commissioners, is 
making its way through the synodical 
process with a second reading at the 
July meeting of the General Synod. 
Should all the synodical hurdles be 
navigated successfully, the Measure 
will still have to go to Parliament for 
ratification and only then can be set 
before the Queen for Royal Assent. 

When I tell people of this process 
they usually looked at me stunned 
and wide-eyed, a telling comment on 
how little understood is the symbiotic 
relationship between church and 
state.

In Her Own Words

The Queen attending an interfaith reception at Lambeth Palace
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Below are the Queen’s remarks. She 
made the first set of remarks during 
the 2011 Christmas broadcast to 
the Commonwealth and the second 
at Lambeth Palace in February, 
where Her Majesty and the Duke 
of Edinburgh were guests of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury at an 
interfaith reception.

(1) “Finding hope in adversity is one 
of the themes of Christmas. Jesus 
was born into a world full of fear. The 
angels came to frightened shepherds 
with hope in their voices: ‘Fear not’, 
they urged, ‘we bring you tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the 
City of David a Saviour who is Christ 
the Lord.’

Although we are capable of great acts 
of kindness, history teaches us that 
we … need saving from ourselves, 
from our recklessness or our greed. 
God sent into the world a unique per-
son, neither a philosopher nor a gen-
eral (important though they are), but 
a Saviour, with the power to forgive.

Forgiveness lies at the heart of the 
Christian faith. It can heal broken 
families, it can restore friendships and 
it can reconcile divided communities. 
It is in forgiveness that we feel the 
power of God’s love.”  

(2) “Prince Philip and I are delighted 
to be with you today to pay tribute to 
the particular mission of Christianity 
and the general value of faith in this 
country.

Here at Lambeth Palace we should 
remind ourselves of the significant 
position of the Church of England in 
our nation’s life. The concept of our 
established Church is occasionally 
misunderstood and, I believe, com-
monly under-appreciated. Its role is 
not to defend Anglicanism to the ex-
clusion of other religions. Instead, the 
Church has a duty to protect the free 
practice of all faiths in this country. 

It certainly provides an identity and 
spiritual dimension for its own many 
adherents. But also, gently and as-
suredly, the Church of England has 
created an environment for other 
faith communities and indeed people 
of no faith to live freely. Woven into 
the fabric of this country, the Church 
has helped to build a better society – 
more and more in active co-operation 
for the common good with those of 
other faiths.

This occasion is thus an opportunity 
to reflect on the importance of faith in 
creating and sustaining communities 
all over the United Kingdom. Faith 
plays a key role in the identity of many 
millions of people, providing not only 
a system of belief but also a sense 
of belonging. It can act as a spur for 
social action. Indeed, religious groups 
have a proud track record of helping 
those in the greatest need, including 
the sick, the elderly, the lonely and 
the disadvantaged. They remind us 
of the responsibilities we have beyond 
ourselves.”
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A Pocket History of Anglicanism

Her Royal Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth II is Supreme Governor of 

the Church of England, which is in 
turn the mother church of the world-
wide Anglican Communion. This 
means that the celebration of her 
sixty years on the British throne—
her Diamond Jubilee—not only 
touches the people of the United 
Kingdom and Northern Ireland and 
the 16 countries that form part of 
the British Commonwealth, but all 
those who worship in a church that 
is part of the Anglican Communion. 
Her reign has seen wide-sweeping 
changes both in the political map 
of the world and the structure of 
society, as well as the pattern of 
religion and its role in people’s lives. 
The following is an ultra-condensed 
account of the birth of Anglicanism 
and its spread across the world.

Early Christianity in Britain
Christianity was brought to the Brit-
ish Isles—or Britannia as it was then 
known—by the Romans. Historians 
differ on the time-frame: some main-
tain it was as early as 47 AD while 
others give a date of around 200 AD. 
In any event, even if Roman soldiers 
tried to introduce Christianity in 
isolated pockets of their new territo-
ries, Britons largely hung on to their 
pagan beliefs. An early reference to 
Christianity in Britain comes from one 
of the first Christian authors, Tertul-
lian, who wrote in around 200 AD of 
“all the limits of the Spains, and the 
diverse nations of the Gauls, and the 
haunts of the Britons, inaccessible to 
the Romans, but subjugated to Christ”. 

Archaeologists have discovered evi-
dence of Christian sites—wooden 
churches, burial grounds, baptismal 
fonts and artefacts—dating from the 
third and fourth centuries, but it was 
not until the arrival of St. Augustine, 
sent by Pope Gregory, and his ap-
pointment as the first Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 597 AD, that Christian-
ity took a strong foothold. Some 200 
years earlier, Britain had witnessed 
the beheading of a Christian convert 
and priest, possibly during the per-
secution of Christians under Emperor 
Septimius Severus in 209 AD at the 
spot where St. Alban’s Cathedral 
now stands. St. Alban, as he became 
known, was the first British Christian 
martyr.

For the next 600 years, Christianity 
spread in different parts of Britain, 
while some kingdoms remained 
staunchly attached to their pagan 
practices. It was not until 1066, when 

St. Alban, the first British Christian martyr
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Britain became a unified entity under 
William the Conqueror, that Christian 
England was divided into the Province 
of Canterbury and the Province of 
York under two archbishops. Irish 
Anglicans trace their origins back to 
the founding saint of Irish Christianity 
(St Patrick) who is believed to have 
been a Roman Briton and pre-dated 
Anglo-Saxon Christianity. Anglicans 
also consider Celtic Christianity a 
forerunner of their church, since the 
re-establishment of Christianity in 
some areas of Great Britain in the 
sixth century came via Irish and Scot-
tish missionaries, notably followers of 
St Patrick and St Columba.

The Reformation
A decisive break with Rome occurred 
during the reign of Henry VIII in 1531, 
when Pope Clement VII refused to 
grant an annulment of Henry’s mar-
riage to Catherine of Aragon whose 
nephew was Charles V, the Holy 
Roman Emperor. Some 200 years 
earlier, the Lollard Movement, led by 
theologian and Oxford scholar, John 
Wycliffe, had questioned the authority 

of the Pope, affirming that the “Gospel 
by itself is a rule sufficient to rule the 
life of every Christian person on the 
earth, without any other rule.” 

The 1534 Act of Supremacy confirmed 
the King’s status as the supreme 
head of the Church. The English Ref-
ormation, led by Thomas Cranmer, 
Archbishop of Canterbury was asso-
ciated with the wider process of the 
European Protestant Reformation, a 
religious and political movement that 
affected the practice of Christianity 
across most of Europe during the 
16th century. 

The second schism with Rome, from 
which the present Church of England 
originates, was the work of Henry’s 
daughter, Queen Elizabeth I, who 
was a determined opponent of papal 
control that had been re-introduced 
by her Roman Catholic half-sister, 

Thomas Cranmer 
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Queen Mary who had attempted to 
restore the English Church’s alle-
giance to the Pope and repealed the 
Act of Supremacy in 1555. In 1559, 
Parliament recognised Elizabeth 
as the Church’s supreme governor, 
with a new Act of Supremacy that 
also repealed the remaining anti-
Protestant legislation. A new Book 
of Common Prayer appeared in the 
same year. Elizabeth presided over the 
“Elizabethan Settlement”, an attempt 
to satisfy the Puritan and Roman 
Catholic forces in England within a 
single national Church. Elizabeth was 
eventually excommunicated on 25 
February 1570 by Pope Pius V, finally 
breaking communion between Rome 
and the Anglican Church. 

The next king—King James I—author-
ized a new translation of the Bible that 
would be free from Roman Catholic 
and Calvinist influences. Begun in 
1604 and completed in 1611, last year 
marked the 400th anniversary of the 
King James Version, as it has come to 
be known (cf. Crossways no. 54 of 
March 2011)

Throughout the next century, culmi-
nating in the English Civil War and 
the Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, 
there were significant swings back 
and forth between the Puritans who 
sought more far-reaching Protestant 
reforms, and the more conservative 
churchmen who aimed to keep closer 
to traditional beliefs and Catholic 
practices. The failure of political and 
ecclesiastical authorities to submit to 
Puritan demands for more extensive 

reform was one of the causes of much 
bloodshed. Bishops were dethroned 
and former practices were outlawed. 
The Book of Common Prayer was 
replaced by the Directory of Public 
Worship. 

Under Charles II, Parliament restored 
the Church of England to a form not 
far removed from the Elizabethan 
version. It was no longer considered 
feasible to unite the entire population 
under one religious organization, and 
the religious landscape of England 
assumed its present form. The Angli-
can established church occupied the 
middle ground and those Puritans and 
Protestants who dissented from the 
Anglican establishment, as well as 
Roman Catholics—too strong to be 
suppressed altogether—continuing 
their existence outside the National 
Church rather than controlling it.

Spread of Anglicanism
Br i t i sh  seafarers  d iscover ing 
“heathen” lands around the globe, 
brought in their wake Church of 
England missionaries. English 
missionary organizations, established 
in the 17th and 18th centuries to bring 
Anglican Christianity to the British 
colonies, later extended their outreach 
to other areas of the world. The 
United Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel (formerly Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts) and the Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge 
are still active today, the former 
largely involved in pastoral care and 
training programmes, and the latter 
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Missionaries arriving in New Zealand

primarily concerned with publishing 
and disseminating Christian material. 
As the British Empire expanded, 
Brit ish colonists and colonial 
administrators took the established 
church doctrines and practices 
together with ordained ministry and 
formed overseas branches of the 
Church of England. As they developed 
many became completely separate 
churches but remained linked to 
the Church of England through the 
Anglican Communion.

The Anglican Church also spread by 
emigration, notably in North America 
and the Caribbean. The first Church 
of England service recorded on British 
North American soil was a celebration 
of Holy Communion at Frobisher Bay  
in Canada in 1578. The Anglican 
Church of Canada’s Prayer Book 
fixes the day of commemoration as 3 
September. The chaplain on Martin 
Frobisher’s voyage to the Arctic was 
Robert Wolfall, minister and preacher, 
who had been charged by Queen 
Elizabeth “to serve God twice a day”. 

One of the first Anglican churches 
to be built outside Britain was in 
Bermuda, where St. Peter’s Church 
dates back to 1612. It is certainly the 

oldest surviving Anglican church in 
continuous use, although its original 
wooden construction has been 
replaced by limestone. This year also 
marks its 400th anniversary.

Slowly but surely the Anglican Church 
took root in all British colonies where 
it has not only survived long past the 
end of colonization but unlike the 
Anglican Church in Britain, has grown 
in strength and numbers.

The Anglican Communion today
The Anglican Communion is an 
international association of national 
and regional Anglican churches 
(called Episcopal churches in the 
United States and some other 
countries) in full communion with 
the Church of England. It comprises 
an estimated 85 million Christians in 
over 165 countries who are members 
of 44 different churches including 
the Episcopal Church in the United 
States, the Scottish Episcopal Church, 
the Church in Wales, the Church of 
Ireland and many other churches 
across the globe. 
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Sunday, 13 May was Confirmation 
Day at Christ Church. Bishop 

Geoffrey’s sermon on the theme of 
friendship initially seemed a sur-
prising choice for a confirmation 
sermon, but after a few minutes, we 
realised just how very appropriate 
it was. Confirmation marks the start 
of a life-long (and beyond) adult 
friendship with Christ. The text of 
the Bishop’s sermon can be found 
at the Christ Church website (www.
christchurchvienna.org). 

Candidates for confirmation (see 
pictures right) had been prepared 
for this important step over the 
past months by Revd. Jady Koch. 
They included two adults who had 
been baptized at Christ Church the 

The Marble Hill Singers 
concert on Saturday, 5 
May, turned out to be a 
delightful surprise for both 
the choir and the audience. 
The choir performed a pro-
gramme in two parts, sa-
cred and secular. Purcell, 
Tallis and Byrd comprised 
most of the first half with 
a lovely modern piece, My 

Lord has Come by Will Todd, rounding it off. After a short intermission they went 
up-tempo with Gershwin, Cole Porter and the Beatles. The choir was thrilled 
to have such a large and appreciative audience. Many people answered the 
plea for finger food so that the reception afterwards in the church centre was 
impressive. Thank you to all who helped make this such a successful event.

The Marble Hill Singers

Confirmation 2012

In and Around Christ Church

previous week—Stacey Foster and 
Madeleine Koks Wise—and two 
young girls who have been attend-
ing Christ Church from a very early 
age and who are well known to the 
congregation: Helen Ifeagwu and 
Rebecca Klein. What a joy for us 
to witness the confident fine young 
women they have turned into!

It was a particularly happy service 
and the congregation was delighted 
to meet and greet Bishop Geof-
frey who is always a welcome and 
honoured visitor to our community. 
The previous evening, the Church 
Council had a chance to talk with 
him over a dinner, graciously hosted 
by Alfredo and Monica Labbé in 
their home.  
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Confirmation 
13 May 2012
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For many Anglicans, what sets our 
services apart from those of other 

churches is the amount of time we 
spend singing our hearts out! It is, of 
course, a particular pleasure to listen 
to our accomplished choir and our 
services are greatly enriched when-
ever a special anthem is announced 
on the service sheet. The congrega-
tion may not collectively deliver such 
a harmonious or precise sound as 
the choir, but it is generally exuber-
ant and enthusiastic and reflects our 
joy at singing hymns. In addition to 
the old, well-known and well-loved 
favourites, we are all happy to learn 
new hymns and those who can read 
music are greatly aided in this task by 
the annotated hymn books. 

Our hymn books—The New English 
Hymnal—have for the large part 
reached a certain age and could 
quite justifiably be showing signs of 
wear and tear. If this is not the case, 
then we have to thank one commit-
ted member of the congregation who 
has taken it upon himself to repair 
both hymn and prayer books that 
have fallen prey both to old age and 
carelessness.

“Most people treat the books with 
great respect”, Herbert Stenzenberger 

Sing your heart out ... 

tells me, “but the pews in Christ 
Church are not designed to hold a 
prayer or hymn book open in a verti-
cal position. If the person in front 
leans back, then the book falls, and 
after some time the spine breaks”. 
Stacking them in high piles can also 
result in books falling on the floor and 
becoming damaged. Helpful children 
sometimes offer to carry the hymn 
and prayer books used in their pew, 
but find that their small hands are not 
up to the task despite their very best 
intentions!

Very occasionally damage is wilful; 
rarely, thank goodness, hymn books 
are found with a page ripped out (per-
haps someone liked a particular hymn 
and wanted to sing it again at home?). 
In other instances, the page was torn 
by accident by tiny, exploring fingers. 
 
Herbert—a man of many talents—ac-
tually took the time to learn bookbind-
ing at a local publishing house. Some 
time ago, his father-in-law wrote a 
book, a family chronicle, that Herbert 
decided to bind in several copies for 
members of the family. A perfectionist 
in everything he does, Herbert em-
barked on a two-week apprenticeship 
to learn the basics of bookbinding, a 
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 ... but mind the books!

skill that might have started out as a 
hobby but that has proved invaluable 
for Christ Church. He even manages 
to replace missing or damaged pages 
in such a way that members of the 
congregation  would be hard pushed 
to see the repair. 

With a little bit of extra care, we could 
prolong the life of our hymn and 

prayer books and help Christ 
Church save money on the 
purchase of replacements. 
In the meantime, we can 
be grateful that Herbert 
is prepared to offer 
his time and talent to 
maintain our books 
in the best possible 
condition. 

God of time and eternity,
whose Son reigns as servant, not master;
we give you thanks and praise
that you have blessed this Nation, the Realms and Territories
with Elizabeth
our beloved and glorious Queen.
In this year of Jubilee,
grant her your gifts of love and joy and peace
as she continues in faithful obedience to you, her Lord and God
and in devoted service to her lands and peoples,
and those of the Commonwealth,
now and all the days of her life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer of the Month

The following prayer, written at The Queen’s direction by the Chapter of St Paul’s 
Cathedral for Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee, will be used in the Jubilee Thanksgiving 
Service in St Paul’s Cathedral on Tuesday, 5 June. The Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York have commended it for use throughout the Church of England. Other churches 
are also welcome to use this prayer.
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08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings on  
 the proposed  
 pilgrimage to  
 Turkey

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:

Second Sunday after Trinity

Birth of John the Baptist
24

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist, Preacher: Matt Earwicker 
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

First Sunday after Trinity

3

Sunday

Trinity Sunday

June 2012

11

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist, talk by Sarah Guinness  
11.30 Diamond Jubilee Thanksgiving Service
18.00 Choral Evensong with the 
 Callington singers

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist; admission of Laura   
 Fairburn to the office of Reader 
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service, Preacher: Mike Waltner

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

D i o c e s a n  S y n o d  i n  C o l o g n e ,  G e r m a n y

R e t r e a t

What page are we on, Mummy?
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09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

Wednesday

2827

12

19

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

09.30 Holy Communion

21

Lange Nacht der 
Kirchen

Christ Church opens at 
18.30

Thursday

9

Friday Saturday

1 2

29 30

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

18.00 Choral Evensong  
 with St. Mary’s  
 College Durham.  
 Preacher Revd.  
 Jennifer Moberly

15.00 BBQ at the 
 Ratcliffes’

D i o c e s a n  S y n o d  i n  C o l o g n e ,  G e r m a n y
R e t r e a t

 I’m Tabitha, who  
are you?

I need to see 
the book!



On Sunday, 1 July we will say goodbye to the Revd Jady Koch at the end of 
the 10.00 service. Jady is leaving us to take up an appointment at a church in 
Louisville, Kentucky. The service will be followed by a bring-and-share lunch 
at the home of Sally and Philip Reading. Please sign up nearer the time on the 
sheet at the entrance of the church.

Church Notices
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At the 10.00 service on Sunday, 10 June, Laura Fairburn will be admitted as a 
Reader in the Church of England, having successfully completed her training. 
She will receive the Bishop’s permission to serve in the chaplaincy of Christ 
Church, Vienna. Readers are lay men and women, from a wide diversity of oc-
cupations and backgrounds, who recognize a call to serve God and his world 
through the Church of England. They work in a variety of roles and situations 
across the Church, being authorised by the Church of England to preach and 
teach, to conduct or assist in conducting worship, and to assist in the pastoral, 
evangelistic and liturgical work of the Church in the parish or area where they 
are resident. As well as their formal roles, Readers have many informal ways of 
ministering by their presence, witness and listening at their places of work, at 
home, among the neighbours and in their local communities. They are informed 
lay people living out their faith in their different walks of life.

A service of thanksgiving for the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen 
will be held at Christ Church on Sunday, 3 June at 11.30, immediately following 
the 10.00 Eucharist. All those who would like to express their appreciation of 
Queen Elizabeth’s 60 years of faithful service as Queen to both the church and 
the State are welcome. After the service we will gather in the church centre to 
toast the Queen. Christ Church is a chaplaincy of the Diocese in Europe, which 
in turn is a diocese of the Church of England of which the Queen is the Supreme 
Governor. The Church of England is a member church of the Anglican Com-
munion, which is a communion of churches stretching across the globe. The 
members of our church, as we see week by week, come from many countries. 
This is the international aspect of our congregation which is also a defining 
factor of who we are today.

I am looking forward to conducting the Thanksgiving Service for Her Majesty 
the Queen at Christ Church over the Jubilee weekend. To my mind, the service 
is the most important thing that we can do together to honour the Queen and it 
will be done in the church building. We will give thanks to God for Her Majesty 
and we will pray for her that God may continue to guide, protect and bless her. 
It is an occasion for rejoicing.
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During Lent, the Revd Canon Mel Smith, the Honorary Diocesan Stewardship 
Officer, came to teach and preach about “Giving for Life”, i.e.  giving one’s time, 
talent and money in the service of God out of thankfulness for knowing God 
in and through Jesus Christ. We received about forty responses, ten of which 
were new ones. For this response we are thankful. Canon Smith encouraged the 
Church Council to follow-up the “Giving for Life” programme that he launched 
saying that if we did not follow-up people would think “Well, it wasn’t that 
important anyway otherwise I would have heard something more about it!” 
May I encourage you, even now, to fill in the response card and send it to the 
Treasurer if you have not already done so. Kindly contact the Church Office if 
you need a new response card. I look forward to hearing from you!
Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen (Matthew 28.20. KJV)  

This month we are reading Vienna by Eva Menasse. We are meeting on 28 June 
at 18.30. Barry Forshaw writes in The Independent. “For a writer born in Vienna 
in 1970, this rambling, hilarious, moving debut novel is a remarkable achieve-
ment. Eva Menasse could hardly have first-hand experience of the epochal events 
she describes: one family’s experiences in the Austrian capital from the 1930s 
to the present. Yet her acumen for diverting (if discursive) Jewish storytelling 
seems to have arrived fully formed. The young Jewish girl … enthrals us here 
with the history of her vulnerable father, gambling grandfather and imperious 
grandmother …but there is the same refusal to tell us anything significant about 
the character through whose eyes we observe the sprawling human comedy. 
What counts are the larger-than-life characters that commandeer the narrative.”

This year’s retreat (15-17 June) will be held at the magnificently situated Benedic-
tine Monastery of Göttweig. It will be led by the Revd Jady Koch. His theme is ‘In 
the Psalm of His Hand’. The retreat is fully booked, but there is the possibility of 
putting your name on a waiting list. Please contact Andrew Rooke (01/2032893).

There will be three special choral services during the month of June that you 
will not want to miss:
Friday, 1 June at 22.30:   Lange Nacht der Kirchen, Christ Church Choir
Sunday, 3 June at 18.00:  Trinity Sunday, The Callington Singers
Saturday, 9 June at 18.00: St Mary’s College Choir, University of Durham,  
   Chaplain: The Revd Dr. Jennifer Moberly



20

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing



The United Bible Societies (UBS) is 
a worldwide association formed 

in 1946 by delegates from 13 coun-
tries in an effort to coordinate the 
activities of their respective Bible 
Societies. The first headquarters 
were in London and in Geneva. UBS 
has since expanded to include 146 
national Bible Societies operating in 
over 200 countries and territories. 
Christ Church Vienna has been a 
member of UBS since 2000. Although 
there are other organization pursu-
ing similar goals, the 146 national 
societies that make up UBS represent 
the biggest translator, publisher and 
distributor of the Bible in the world. 
They are also active in areas such 
as literacy training, HIV and AIDS 
prevention and disaster relief. Bible 
Societies work with all Christian 
Churches and many international 
non-governmental organizations.

According to the UBS website: Bible 
Societies are committed to finding 
new and imaginative ways to draw 
people into the Bible. Each is unique: 
some are large organizations deliv-
ering sophisticated Bible advocacy 
campaigns, others are small offices 
distributing scriptures to people liv-
ing below the poverty line.

Translating the Bible remains at the 
heart of the UBS mission. There are 
now more than 450 complete Bible 
translations and each year more are 
added. The UBS translation policy 
ensures adherence to translation 
guidelines that are acceptable to 

the Roman Catholic, Protestant and 
Orthodox Churches. Bible Societies 
are dedicated to faithfully deliver-
ing new translations to Christians 
anywhere who have never had a 
Bible in their own language. UBS is 
currently involved with close to 600 
translation projects covering nearly 
500 languages. Languages vary from 
those spoken by only a few thousand 
speakers to major national lan-
guages and international languages. 
Bible Societies support translation 
projects technically, administratively 
and financially.

The last two years witnessed an 
expansion of the work of UBS, with 
the publication of 30 new editions 
of biblical texts, including seven 
editions of the New Testament and 
ten editions of the full Bible. Accord-
ing to the Scripture Language Report, 
published by UBS and based on 
information gathered by the Bible 
Society of Brazil’s Bible Museum 
and UBS’ Bible Department at the 
University of Cambridge, at the end 
of 2011, publications of Bible texts 
had been registered in 2,538 dif-
ferent languages (see table right). 
This figure includes translations by 
a number of other organizations in 
addition to UBS.

With approximately 6,900 languages 
worldwide and still many people 
without access to the Bible’s mes-
sage in a language that speaks to 
their hearts, there is still much work 
to be done.
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Region Complete Bible New Testament Parts of Bible Total

Africa 182 334 227 743

Asia/Oceania 186 536 345 1067

Europe 62 41 107 210

America 44 329 142 515

Artificial langs. 1 2 3

Total 475 1240 823 2538

Number of languages into which the Bible has been translated, by region

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein. (Revelation 1:3)

The Bible in different languages ... a prize for anyone who is able to recognize all of them!
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Theology on Tap
by
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A Sri Lankan, a Mexican, an Ira-
nian, a Jamaican, a couple of 

Americans, Austrians and Germans, 
a Canadian, at least one Brit and a 
Scotsman (I think?) along with a few 
others claiming multiple nationali-
ties all walk into a bar...

...or actually Cafe Ressel Park! The 
very first Vienna “Theology On Tap” 
was held on Thursday, 26 April 2012 
and aside from a few problems hear-
ing over all the background chatter 
in the garden it seemed to go well.

Our topic was: So what is theology 
anyway? We discussed the nature 
and task of theology, (i.e. what it is 
and why we do it). We also discussed 
why the word seems so intimidating 
for many people. It was a beautiful 
night to be outside and a great op-
portunity to meet some new people 
and get to know some other folks 
better. My heartfelt thanks goes out 
to all who helped spread the word 
and to those that participated. 

I am enthusiastically looking forward 
to the next session. The date is yet 
to be determined so keep an eye out. 

Theology on Tap is a time for fellow-
ship and interesting discussion on 
faith issues relevant to us all.  I hope 
you will consider joining our next 
session. If you have any questions 
or tips for interesting venues and/
or topics, please email me: 
mike.waltner@gmail.com.
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The Chaplain in Ankara

From time to time it is my privilege 
as an Archdeacon in our diocese 

to license a priest as chaplain or 
priest-in-charge of one the churches 
in the Eastern Archdeaconry as I did 
during May in Ankara, the capital 
of Turkey. 

A licensing is an important occa-
sion in the life of a church. Firstly, it 
marks the end of the selection and 
appointment process that an arch-
deacon shares in with the bishop and 
the local church council and their 
two lay representatives based on a 
church profile and job description. 
Secondly, it marks the beginning 
of a new ministry in the locality. 
Members of the wider community 
are invited to attend. 

Amongst those at the service in 
Ankara to license the Revd Canon 
Dr. John Higgins were the Ameri-
can, Australian, British, Canadian, 
South African and Vatican Ambas-
sadors. Also in attendance was the 

Revd Engin Yildirm of the Anglican 
Church of the Resurrection Istanbul, 
the Chaplain from the American 
base outside Ankara and a member 
of the Jesuit refugee council. Family 
and friends of John and Kay Hig-
gins—John was formerly the Child 
Protection Officer for the Church of 
England in London—also attended, 
along with a group of eight refugees 
from Iran in transit to the West. 

At the licensing service the priest 
makes declarations that are a pre-
requisite for receiving the Bishop’s 
license. The whole ceremony is set 
within the Eucharist and indicates 
that this man or woman is fit and 
able to preform the duties of a priest 
in the Church of God.

During my time in Ankara my hosts 
were Ian and Christine Biggs, former 
members of Christ Church. Ian is 
presently the Australian Ambassador 
to Turkey and is also accredited to 
Georgia. 



24



The absence of Mike and Christina 
Stevens from Vienna while Mike 

was on his final diplomatic assign-
ment in Honduras not only deprived 
us of the pleasure of their company 
at Christ Church, but marked a halt 
in what had become a very agreeable 
Christ Church tradition: the house 
concert. Masterminded and hosted by 
Christina, the concerts demonstrated 
the exceptional pool of musical talent 
among members of the congregation 
and their friends.

We were delighted to welcome Chris-
tina and Mike back to Vienna in 
November upon Mike’s retirement. 
We were equally delighted to see a 
house concert on the Christ Church 
programme for the month of April. 
The concert, thoughtfully put together 
by Christina, was hosted in the beau-
tiful, airy apartment of Deidre and 
Gary Brewster on what proved to be 
the middle of an unseasonable heat-
wave in Vienna. 

The programme catered for all tastes 
in music ranging from classical to 
folk. Neli Miteva accompanied by her 
husband Willibert Kurth, sometimes 
on the piano and sometimes in voice, 
delighted us with Pietro Mascagni’s 
Ave Maria and other religious pieces 
ending with Memory from Cats. They 
were followed by Monika Stadlbauer 
on the piano. Christina then treated us 
to Flanders and Swann favourites, The 
Gasman Cometh and The Sloth. Piano 
accompaniment was ably provided 
throughout the evening by Monika. 
An unusual duo performance followed  

with Joan Avery on the violin and 
Gökhan Cellat on the classical guitar. 
They also teamed up with Christina 
and Julia for three Mexican songs. 
Jady Koch, demonstrating to those 
who didn’t already know it, that he 
is a talented guitar player as well 
as a fine singer, performed modern 
spiritual pieces.

Not far behind the professional and 
semi-professional musicians, in terms 
of volume at least, was the audience. 
Led by David Hope, the audience, 
treated the entire 4th district to old 
favourites such as Molly Malone, Clem-
entine, Loch Lomond and, as a finale, 
a particularly rousing Wild Rover.

Deidre and Gary were generous and 
gracious hosts and after the concert 
the audience enjoyed a delicious 
buffet. Whether it was the foretaste 
of summer we enjoyed that sultry 
April evening, the excellence of the 
individual performers, the superb 
organization on the part of Christina 
and her team or the warm welcome of 
our hosts, this house concert was one 
of the liveliest in a series of superlative 
Christ Church house concerts and will 
be long remembered.  

Deirdre would like to thank Christina Stevens 
for organizing the musical programme, and 
also for her charming performance on the 
night. The planning team of Christina and 
Rosalind helped to organize every detail leading 
up to the night, and Sheila provided chairs 
(with delivery!). Thanks for Nikki and Ted’s 
support both before the event and on the night, 
as well as the invaluable team of Hyacinth, 
Helen and Brenda.    

Alive Alive Oh !
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We stood and watched the pro-
cession of robed academics 

walk across the stage and resumed 
our seats as the graduation ceremo-
ny was declared open. This was the 
Hall of the Barbican Centre, London, 
at 15.00 on Saturday, 31 March. The 
occasion was the Conferment of 
Honorary Degree and Presentation 
of Graduates for the Open University, 
2012. By a happy coincidence we 
were in London and able to share 
this special day with Morkor when 
she received the degree of Master of 
Business Administration after four 
years of study, specialising in man-
agement processes.

The Barbican Hall—warm, spacious 
and elegant—was packed and a 
delightful programme of music was 

provided by Westminster Brass. For 
the ceremony itself, more than 200 
graduates, of different nationalities 
and ages, walked across the broad 
stage to receive one of 25 or so de-
grees from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor. 
The Open University, founded to 
democratize higher education, is 
committed to being “open to people, 
places, ideas and methods”. 

As well as learning it generates a 
wealth of research—particularly in 
the area of climate change—and has 
been behind a whole raft of educa-
tional TV programmes such as the 
recent The Frozen Planet. Altogether 
it was an inspiring afternoon for us, 
more than anything it was great to 
be there with Morkor: to join in the 
“photo shoot”, share the ceremony 

and then to round it all off with 
some delicious tapas in the Barbi-
can restaurant amid much warmth 
and laughter. We toasted her 
achievement, as well as all those 
free evenings lying ahead! 

Morkor Korley, MBA

The Christ Church congregation 
was very proud of Morkor on her 
impressive achievement. After all, it’s 
not easy to juggle the commitments of 
a responsible full-time job with studies, 
let alone a topic as comprehensive and 
exacting as management. Morkor 
for her part was very grateful for 
the moral support of her friends at 
Christ Church and for the presence of 
congregation members Rosalind and 
Nigel Shakespear and Rena Attoh at 
her graduation.
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Following the success of this year’s 
visit to the Holy Land, the Chap-

lain is organizing another pilgrimage 
in 2013, this time to Turkey. The activ-
ities of St Paul form the basis of most 
Christian trips to Asia Minor. The 
focus of the Christ Church pilgrimage 
2013 is the seven churches mentioned 
in the Book of Revelation (1.10ff). The 
following is an abridged description of 
the trip so that interested readers can 
start making plans:

Day 1: Saturday, 2 February 
Fly via Istanbul to Izmir where we stay 
for one night.

Day 2: Sunday, 3 February 201
Sunday service, Didyma, Milet, Priene 
and Kusadasi
Visit the place of the Oracle with its 
Temple of Apollo. Continue to Milet, 
where Paul delivered his farewell 
speech to elders of Ephesus (Acts 
20.17-35) then on to the ancient city 
of Priene and from there to Kusadasi 
for two nights. 

Day 3: Monday, 4 February
Ephesus – Selcuk
Visit the ruins of Ephesus. Walk over 
the Ayasoluk hill to St John’s Church, 
passing the site of the Temple of 
Artemis. Visit the museum in Selcuk 
and the grotto of the seven sleepers. 
Drive to Aladag to the home of the 
Virgin Mary. 

Day 4: Tuesday, 5 February
Nysa - Aphrodisias - Laodicea – Pam-
mukale
Drive through the valley of the river  
Meander. Visit the excavations at 

Nysa and  the ruins at Aphrodisias. 
On to Laodicea (Rev. 3,14-22), where 
the gymnasium and theatre are 
partially preserved. Continuing to 
Pamukkale, the ancient Hierapolis, 
where we will stay for two nights.

Day 5: Wednesday, 6 February
Pamukkale – Hierapolis
Walk to the most important sights of 
Greek and Christian Hierapolis (baths, 
theatre, Plutonium, arcades, necropo-
lis and Byzantine church) ascent to 
the Martyrium of Philip. Afterwards 
free time, possibility to bathe in the 
warm baths. 

Day 6: Thursday, 7 February
Philadelphia – Sardes – Manisa - Thy-
atira - Ayvalik
Drive past the ruins of the Lydian city 
of Tripolis to Alasehir, the site of bibli-
cal Philadelphia in the valley of Gediz 
Hehri and on to Sardes (Rev. 3.1-6). 
Tour the Temple of Artemis and recent 
excavations. On to Manisa where we 
hope to visit the Muradiye Camii and 
the Great Mosque. Over Akhisar, the 
ancient Thyatira (Rev. 2.18-29), and 
Bergama to Ayvalik for one night.

Day 7: Friday, 8 February
Pergamon – Ismir
Tour of Pergamom (Rev. 2.12-17): 
including a visit to the museum in 
Smyrna (Rev. 2.8-11). Walk to the 
castle. Possibility of a service in the 
church of St Polycarp. Hotel in Izmir 
for one night.

Day 8: Saturday, 9 February 2013
Final service at the Anglican Church 
of St John before returning to Vienna.

Pilgrimage 2013
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From the Church Registers

Elizabeth Crook, Michaela Foster and Kyoko Miyamoto 
were received into the Church of England on 19 Feb-
ruary 2012

Chukwudi Jonathan Ezeudegbunam was baptized at 
Christ Church on 6 May 2012
Caitlynn Joanna Foster, Stacey Foster and Madeleine 
Koks Wise were baptized at Christ Church on 13 May 
2012

Rebecca Klein, Helen Ifeagwu, Stacey Foster and 
Madeleine Koks Wise were confirmed on 13 May 2012

The marriage blessing took place on 21 April 2012 of 
Tara Stockton and Dominique Harbeck, and Jonathan 
and Ivana Ezeudegbunam

Madeleine

Stacey Caitlynn

Chukwudi Jonathan
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

June 1 (Fri) From 18.45  Lange Nacht der Kirchen
June 3 (Sun) 10.00  Family Eucharist
 11.30  Diamond Jubi lee Thanksgiving  
   Service for Queen Elizabeth II
 18.00   Choral Evensong with the 
   Callington singers
June 5 (Tues) 19.00  Soundings: Patrick Curran on the
   proposed pilgrimage to Turkey
June 9 (Sat) 18.00  Choral Evensong with St. Mary’s 
   College Durham. Preacher Revd 
   Jennifer Moberly
June 10 (Sun) 10.00  Sung Eucharist; admission of 
   Laura Fairburn to office of Reader
June 11-15   Diocesan Synod, Cologne
June 12, 19, 26 19.00  Soundings led by Revd Jady Koch
June 15-17   Retreat at Stift Göttweig
June 20 (Weds) 18.30  Council meeting
June 23 (Sat) 15.00  Barbecue at the Ratcliffes’
June 28 (Thur) 18.30  Reading group ‘Vienna’ by Eva Menasse
July 1 (Sun) 10.00  Farewell to Jady Koch followed by a   
   bring and share: 
   Hosts Sally and Philip Reading
August 18 (Sat)   Walk on the Rax
August 26 (Sun) 12.00  Christ Church BBQ at the Castelinos’
August 29 (Weds) 18.30  Council Meeting
Sept. 2 (Sun) 18.00  Choral Evensong on the first Sunday  
   of the month resumes
Sept 8 (Sat)   Parish Outing
Sept 9 (Sun) 18.00  Six o’clock service resumes every 
   Sunday except the first Sunday of 
   the month
Sept 22 (Sat)   Youth and family retreat
Sept 27-30   Archdeaconry Synod, Athens
Oct 7 (Sun) 10.00  Harvest Thanksgiving
Oct 13 (Sat) 10.30  Council Quiet Day
Nov 11 (Sun)   Remembrance Sunday
Nov. 17 (Sat)   Annual Bazaar



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




