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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

Jan and Neal Hillermann are regularly 
attendants at the Animal Blessing Service. 
Their dog, Boku, is a faithful member of the 
congregation and among the most respectful! 
He also enjoys outings with the congregation.
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Judy

When I first came to Vienna in June 1970, Christ 
Church was widely referred to as the “British 

Embassy Church”. True, my fellow Brits made up a 
large segment of the congregation and services were 
very much what I had been used to at the British 
Church in Paris, my previous home. The order of 
service (Matins) and the accents of the successive 
chaplains were all reassuringly familiar and it felt like 
home from home, at least for a couple of hours each 
Sunday. I joined the Pot Luck lunches, as they were 
called in those days, and was happy to cling to my 
little piece of England in a foreign land.

Forty-one years later, I am delighted that Christ 
Church reflects the international community with 
which so many of us wholeheartedly identify. After 
a long career as an international civil servant—and 
for some years now as a former international civil 
servant—I find myself more at ease in a multicultural 
than a monocultural group. It is not unusual, when we 
have dinner parties at home, to look round the table 
and find that each guest originates from a different 
country. The cultural, ethnic and social diversity of the 
congregation of Christ Church only serves to enrich 
our community. One of the greatest attractions for 
visitors to our annual bazaar is not simply the shop-
ping experience, but the opportunity to mingle with 
people from all corners of the earth, to sample their 
food and admire their national dress. We should all 
encourage our Austrian friends, neighbours and col-
leagues to come. The Nigerian Fest on 8 October is 
another occasion to be part of an international experi-
ence, and anyone who has missed the opportunity in 
the past, should make a point of attending this year. 

Some services at Christ Church remind me of my roots; 
Remembrance Sunday is one such occasion. At other 
times—rather less often that I would have liked— we 
have been treated to rhythmic African music, with 
drums and other traditional instruments. It would 
be wonderful if other cultures could also weave their 
music and traditions into some of our services. 
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William Golding 
(1911-1993), the 

author of Lord of the 
Flies, was accused of 
being a pessimist all his 
days. This is not at all 
a surprising conclusion 

to come to if you have 
read Lord of the Flies. It tells 
of the savagery that under-
lies the human condition 
when certain safeguards are 
removed that restrain and 
contain. Throughout his life, 
Golding tried to counter the 
accusation of pessimism. 
He said in his acceptance 
speech for the Nobel Prize 
that human beings were “a 
marvel of creation”. And on 
another occasion he said, 
“It is true that pessimism is more 
evident. It is like red and blue rib-
bons that are rolled up into a ball. 
The red will be more pronounced”.

It is helpful to remind ourselves that 
the late 19th and early 20th century 
was a time of optimism undergirded 
by an almost blind belief in pro-
gress. This naively held belief was 
shattered once and for all (?) during 
the First World War. The barbarity 
of that war, based on prolonged 
trench warfare, the use of mustard 
gas and modern weaponry put a lie 
to the belief in progress. The great 
British war poets (Owen, Sassoon 
etc.) captured the disillusion that 
occurred. In the face of great loss of 
life prayers for the dead as a solace 

for the living were revived in the 
Church of England giving us that 
ponderous phrasing “Hear us as we 
remember those who have died in 
the peace of Christ, both those who 
have confessed the faith and those 
whose faith is known to you alone, 
and grant us with them a share in 
your eternal kingdom.” It is useful 
to note that the pastoral work of the 
church is a resource for a deeper 
understanding of God and his will 
for his people. Pastoralia grounded 
in Jesus’ teaching informs what we 
live and practice as a church.

Death was no longer (if it ever had 
been) a private affair. It had both a 
public and a national dimension that 
touched every family. Mainly men 
returning from the war many of them 
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badly injured and traumatised were 
a reminder of the horrors of war. War 
was unmasked for what it was. Belief 
in progress shattered. 

The image that Golding gives us of 
red and blue ribbons being rolled 
into one ball is a useful one. We 
need to see the world and the human 
condition for what it is. We need to 
look hard and long. Those who look 
hard and long are forever in danger 
of being branded pessimists for the 
red will be evident.

In September I took a wedding. At 
the rehearsal for the wedding the 
father of the bride asked that we pray 
specifically for the people suffering 
from drought and hunger in Eastern 
Africa, which I was happy to do. 
After the wedding service the pho-
tographer thanked me for the service, 
but also shared with 
me how strangely 
the prayers offered 
for the hungry, dying 
and all those help-
ing on the ground 
had moved him. He 
said, “It was if the 
whole world had 
been brought into the 
service.” To under-
stand this comment, 
it might be helpful to 
know that the groom 
was Canadian and 
the bride Austrian. 
The wedding was a 
happy and beautiful 

occasion, but in our rejoicing we did 
not close the door on the suffering 
of others. 

Christians are neither pessimists nor 
optimists.  It is our duty to keep nam-
ing the demons of our present age, 
the corruption, the lies, the greed, 
the lust and the deception even if 
this makes us feel uncomfortable 
amongst in-laws, colleagues, friends 
or family. Christian witness is costly. 
It may indeed make one appear as a 
pessimist to the world in the service 
of the Gospel that speaks of life, but 
as German speakers like to say, ‘Die 
Hoffnung stirbt zuletzt’. Hope dies 
last of all. Our hope is in Jesus Christ 
who is the way, the truth and the life.
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The 2011 
p a r i s h 

outing took 
place during 

one of the final 
hot and languid days of a summer 
that seemed to alternate between 
rather chilly and stiflingly hot.

We left Vienna in the late morn-
ing and made our way by coach 
to Carnuntum, the foremost site in 
Austria of Roman remains. First we 
paid a visit to the “Round Church” 
(so named for obvious reasons) 
and were given a brief history of 
the church by Piero Bordin. We 
then walked a short distance into 

the grounds of Carnuntum where 
we found a convenient spot for our 
prayers and picnic. Our hosts had a 
surprise in store for us: they came 
round with a tray of muffins, one of 
which contained a specially minted 
commemoration  coin. The lucky 
winner—Helena—was then given a 
presentation box in which to keep 
her treasure.

We were divided into two groups for 
the tour of the Roman sites. Both 
guides spoke English and Andreas, 
who led the younger group, helped 
make the visit particularly enjoyable 
for the youngest members of the 
group, who were particularly fas-

Roman Experience



7

cinated by the detailed description  
of Roman loos! There were only a 
handful of children—three teenag-
ers, two six year-olds and a two-year 
old—but that did not detract from 
their enjoyment as can be seen from 
the photo above! What a pity more 
parents didn’t avail themselves of the 
opportunity of a worry-free outing, 
where all the preparatory work was 
undertaken by the organizers and 
there were plenty of helping hands 
to keep an eye on their offspring 
throughout the day!

Carnuntum itself was very impres-
sive, and the bright blue sky and 
warm sun certainly helped. Our next 
stop was equally interesting. The 
provincial exhibition of Lower Aus-
tria in Hainburg is entitled “Conquer 
and discover” and traces the natural, 
social and political development of 

the region from the time of the Ro-
man occupation to the present day. 
There was something for everyone 
and much to learn, even for those 
who have spent their entire lives 
in Austria. Attached to the exhibi-
tion was an attraction of particular 
interest to the younger members of 
the group—including the Chaplain.  
Based on a popular children’s televi-
sion programme, there were seven 
stations demonstrating different sci-
ence principles but described in such 
a way as to grab and hold the full 
attention of six-year old Nathaniel 
and Aidan (see photo above).

We stopped for dinner in a delightful 
courtyard before returning to Vienna 
at the end of a full and happy day.  
Once again, many thanks to the 
organizers, Nikki and Ted Scheiber, 
for making it possible.

Parish Outing to Carnuntum
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On Saturday, September 17th, 
Christ Church hosted its an-

nual Youth and Family Retreat at the 
Schönstatt Centre on the Kahlenberg. 
Thoughtfully organized this year 
by Sarah Guinness—helped by her 
husband, Joel—the day was packed 
full of fruitful discussions, fun games 
and activities and relaxing down-
time together. On arrival we were 
each greeted with individual gift 
bags filled with helpful information 
for the day’s events, paper and pens 
and even treats and snacks, making 
everyone feel like a VIP guest!

After a cake and coffee break, we 
divided into smaller groups (pebbles, 
rocks, youth and adults) for the first 
of two sessions together. The par-
able of the Prodigal Son from Luke 
15 provided the theme for the day’s 
discussions, which focused on the 
radical mercy and love of God who, 
because of Jesus, forgives completely 
like the father in the story.

In the afternoon we explored a bit 
more of the lovely grounds of the 
centre with a scavenger hunt, each 
family team excitedly collecting as 
many items on the eclectic list as 
possible before our time ran out. 

As the next activity, canvases, brush-
es and acrylic paints were provided 
for families to create something 
memorable to take home with them 
at the end of the day. Everyone en-
joyed this extremely popular arts and 
crafts time, and some really fantastic 

works of art were produced, ranging 
from colourful landscapes to more 
“abstract” forms and even finger-
painting masterpieces! 
 
To get a bit of energy out before the 
evening’s cookout, Jady organized 
several exciting rounds of the game 
“Braveheart” (a bit like tag, played in 
teams with flags). Every age group 
enjoyed the chaos together, adults, 
teenagers and toddlers all running 
around together, trying to grab each 
other’s flags!

Having worked up an appetite 
again, we then lit a huge bonfire and 
enjoyed a delicious cookout from 
the grill. The children were thrilled 
with keeping the fire going for all of 
us, constantly adding wood to the 
pile. With guitar music in the back-
ground, we roasted marshmallows 
and enjoyed the fellowship and the 
gorgeous sunset as a fantastic finale 
to a wonderful day. 

Sheila Hargreaves and Matt 
Earwicker ensured that the 
six-and-under group had a day 
to remember. Each child cre-
ated his or her own “Prodigal 
Son” cloak and then attended 
a banquet that, with party hats 
and blowers, was possibly more 
exciting than that described by 
St. Luke. The black and white 
photos on the next page do 
not do justice to the colourful 
creations!

Family Fun
by
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In March 1938, a Church of England 
chaplain set out to save the lives 

of hundreds of desperate Austrian 
Jews facing persecution by the Na-
zis by baptising them as Christians, 
to help them flee the country. The 
controversial work of the Reverend 
Hugh Grimes—which began the day 
after Nazi Germany annexed Aus-
tria—is little recognised yet it led to 
what could be called Britain’s own 
“Schindler’s list”.

It all began with the Anschluss, when 
Hitler made Austria part of the Third 
Reich just before the start of World 
War II. Thousands of people lined 
the streets of Vienna to cheer the 
arrival of his troops, who came of-
ficially to unite all German-speaking 
peoples. But this was the start of ter-
rible times for the country’s Jewish 
population, then one of the largest 
in Europe. Many were beaten in the 
streets and forced to scrub Vienna’s 
pavements. Hundreds of people are 
thought to have committed suicide. 
Lucien Meysels, now 86, remembers 
those dark days well. “As we walked 
back home, suddenly the mob was 
coming in—a howling mob, which 
I’ve never seen before. Smashing 
shop windows, just barbaric. That 

moment we knew we had to get out, 
and had to get out fast.”

The Reverend Hugh Grimes was 
chaplain of Christ Church in Vienna, 
a little piece of England in Austria. 
Christ Church was an embassy 
chapel so Rev Grimes had diplomatic 
status. Concerned about what he 
saw happening around him, he came 
up with a plan. Before long, the trick-
le of baptisms at his church—which 
mainly catered for British embassy 
staff and other expatriates in the 
city—turned into a flood. 

British artist Christopher Went-
worth-Stanley, who lives in Vienna, 
has been researching this story for 
many years. Much of this time has 
been spent poring over a collection 
of old blue ledgers belonging to the 
church. These contain the many 
names of Jews baptised there in 
1938. There is, he says, a discern-
ible pattern in the timing of these 
services.

“You can actually fit the baptisms to 
the chronology of what was going on 
in Vienna. On the 23 July, the identity 
card was introduced with a “J” on 
it. On the day after that, 129 people 

Monday, 8 August 2011 was a proud day for Christ Church. The BBC 
Radio 4 series Document featured the story of Revd. Hugh Grimes who 
saved the lives of countless Jews in Vienna in 1938  by baptising them 
as Anglicans. The programme included interviews with the Ven. Patrick 
Curran and Christopher-Wentworth Stanley. For those who were unable 
to listen to the broadcast, an abbreviated report by Radio 4 Presenter 
Mike Thomson is reproduced below.

A Christ Church Hero
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?
were baptised here. The following 
day there were 229. I mean, the 
church itself only sits 125 people.” 
Before long, baptism queues were 
forming down the street outside 
Christ Church. The reason for all this 
appears to be the hope that baptism 
certificates would help the city’s 
increasingly persecuted Jews escape 
the country. As many as 1,800 Jews 
had been given baptism certificates 
before the conversions were finally 
stopped by an increasingly critical 
Church of England.

Historian Giles MacDonogh has been 
researching how this could work.”If 
you had a particularly stroppy bor-
der guard, he might have said ‘You’re 
a Jew and not an Anglican, and no, 
you can’t leave the country’. But 
in many cases that didn’t happen. 
Providing you had baptismal papers 
that showed you were not a Jew but 
a Christian, you could pass into any 
one of those countries which did not 
see at that stage—like many coun-
tries—that Judaism was not a racial 
thing but simply a religious matter.” 

As the numbers of Jews baptised 
at the Church grew, so did con-
cern among senior members of the 
Church of England. They had begun 
to view this sudden wave of baptisms 
in Vienna as little more than con-
versions of convenience, performed 
for political rather than religious 
reasons. When the Reverend Grimes 
returned to England in the summer 
of 1938, he was told that he would 

not be returning to Vienna. But his 
replacement at Christ Church, the 
Reverend Fred Collard, continued 
to baptise hundreds more Austrian 
Jews.

Little is known about what those in 
the Jewish religion thought about the 
controversial conversions back then. 
There has been little recognition of 
what happened since then. This 
could be down to concerns about 
these controversial baptisms among 
members of both the Christian and 
Jewish faiths. It might also be due to 
the fact that Austria’s surviving Jews 
went to many different places and it 
is almost impossible to know how 
much of a role these baptism certifi-
cates played in aiding their escape. 
But Randolph Schoenberg—whose 
great uncle, Egon Zeisl, escaped 
from Austria in 1938—has nothing 
but praise for the help Vienna’s Jews 
were offered.

Randy, who lives in California, only 
discovered his uncle’s baptism 
certificate a few weeks ago. He is 
very keen that what he calls Hugh 
Grimes’ bravery be remembered. 
“He was someone with an extremely 
good heart who saw desperate peo-
ple in need and offered them at least 
a hope of escape from Austria. I think 
he really is an unsung hero of that 
terrible period.” Randy plans to dis-
play the certificate in the Los Angeles 
Holocaust Museum to help ensure 
that the deeds of the Reverend Hugh 
Grimes are never forgotten.

The full report can be heard at the follow
ing w

ebsite: 
http://w

w
w

.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/console/b013214v
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Mystery 
person 
no.1

Who’s Who in Christ Church?

Who’s Who this month features two people who play a useful role in 
the life of our church, albeit in different capacities. Names and photos 
are given on p 25.

Mystery person no. 1 is someone readers will have heard but not neces-
sarily seen. If they did catch a glimpse of him at the back of the choir loft, 
they will have assumed that he was British, with his red hair and sandy 
complexion. He is, in fact, quintessentially Austrian, and a gentleman farmer  
from Upper Austria to boot. He discovered Christ Church in 2004 quite by 
accident one day when he was flat-hunting and walked past the door. He 
always felt a strong affinity with the Anglican church from his many visits 
to England, including a stay when he was 13 at Capenwray Bible School 
in Lancashire for an international Christian youth group week. Raised in 
the Protestant church, as a child he sang in his local church choir where 
his father played the organ, an instrument he learnt himself as a child and 
continues to practise today whenever he has time. Although he grew up in 
a traditional, close-knit Protestant family—his family still reads the Nativ-
ity story each Christmas eve from a family  Bible published in 1602—he 
attended a Roman Catholic school and, with his brother, was a weekly 
boarder in a Catholic monastery since the school was at some distance from 
their home. They were, at the time, the only Protestants among the pupils. 
He subsequently studied agriculture at the University of Weihenstephan in 

Germany and law at the University of Linz, followed by a traineeship 
at the European Commission in Brussels. He does not, as yet, have a 
family of his own, but hopes to remedy this in the near future!

With an organic farm to run in Upper Austria as well as a full-time 
job involved in rural development at the Ministry of Agriculture, he 
has a very busy life but still manages to make time for his music. Not 
surprisingly, he was welcomed into the Christ Church choir shortly 
after his first visit and also sings or plays the organ in his home church 
whenever he spends the weekend in the country. Music is a pas-
sion, and he has played the keyboard on occasion at the Six O’Clock 
Service. Other hobbies include hiking in the mountains and skiing. 
He particularly enjoyed an international Christian week in the ski 

resort of Schladming, attended by Christians the world over. Our mystery 
man enjoys meeting people of all nationalities, particularly those from the 
English-speaking world, and welcomed the opportunity that the Christian 
ski week provided. A thoroughly socially engaged individual, he has a 
good friend from Tanzania, whose father was pastor of his local church in 
Upper Austria, and together they are setting up a programme to improve 
living conditions in a local community in Makete District. He hopes to visit 
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Mystery 
person 
no.2

The first time mystery person no. 2 ever attended a church service was at 
Christ Church Vienna. If life had turned out according to plan, she would, 
like her three sisters, have remained in her native England, where she was 
born and raised in York. Her early ambition to pursue a career in acting, at 
a time when musicals were the rage, was thwarted by her acknowledged 
inability to sing and rather than opt for minor roles, she decided to leave her 
home town for the musical city of Salzburg. As a trained nursery assistant, 
she found a job as an au pair and enrolled at the University of Salzburg to 
learn German. Again, life had other plans for her, and on a skiing holiday 
in 1988, she met her future husband and moved to Vienna. A week later, 
she found a job in a kindergarten and began training as a Montessori 
teacher. In the afternoons, she worked at an English camp, run by Maurice 
Pezet and Isolde. One of her colleagues, the late Pat Reiter, who was to 
become a close friend and mentor, spoke to her of Christ Church and 
suggested she attend a service and meet the community. In 1991, she 
was baptised into the Church of England and confirmed on the same 
day. She married at Christ Church where her four children were in turn 
baptised and received their first communion or were confirmed. Her 
faith was put to the test when Pat, who she describes as a surrogate 
mother, died in 2001, but emerged all the stronger. She looks upon 
the Christ Church community as her extended family

Her life both within the Christ Church community and outside has 
been dedicated to children. She launched the weekly Toddler Group  
at the Chaplain’s initiative and ran it for several years. She also or-
ganized the Children’s Corner at the annual bazaar when her own 
children were small. She still juggles the busy life of a mother of four—for 
the past year, on her own—with a full-time job as an English teacher in 12 
different schools in the 14th district. Obviously, she has little free time and 
frequent moves of residence over recent years have made moving house her 
principal hobby! She manages to bring her children to church on a fairly 
regular basis, and her two teenage sons recently served at the altar. When 
she is able to find time, she enjoys going to the theatre and laps up the 
wide range of cultural activities that Vienna offers. Acting may have lost 
a potential star, yet her life of service to children, whether her own, those 
entrusted to her at school or children who have enjoyed her warm support 
at Christ Church, was obviously the path that God intended for her and at 
which she has been so successful.  

Tanzania in the near future. Christ Church is an important part of his life 
and he never misses a service if he is in Vienna.  We can be thankful his 
flat-hunting brought him to our doorstep! 
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24

31

10

18

25
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Monday Tuesday

16

23

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings (3)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings (4)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings (2) 

08.30 Morning Prayer

16.00 80th anniversary  
 of the Bonn  
 Agreement 

19.00 Alpha 2011   
 starts

19.00 Alpha 2011

19.00 Alpha 2011 

19.00 Alpha 2011

19.00 Alpha 2011   
 

Last Sunday after Trinity

Fourth Sunday before Advent
30

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving & Family Eucharist
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Laying on of Hands
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service with Laying on of  
 Hands

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

9

Sunday

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

St. Luke

October 2011

17

2 3

1 November

10.00 Sung Eucharist

All Saints Day



22

28

21

14

29

20

12

19

64 5

13

26

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Wednesday

18

11

Tuesday

16.00 Nigerian Fest

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

27

St. Luke

St. Simon and  
St. Jude

Thursday

15

Friday Saturday
7 1

8

14-16 October: Church Council quiet day/
weekend at the Pallotti House with the Ven. Paul 
Slater and Church Council meeting

austrian national 
holiday

All Saints Day
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The month of November is marked by various services that focus on remember-
ing. We begin November with All Saints Day (1 November, 10.00 Sung Eucharist) 
when we remember all those who have been called into the fellowship of Christ 
and especially those whose lives were marked by a special grace. The day after 
is All Souls when we say prayers for the Departed (2 November, 18.00). On 
Sunday, 13 November we will keep Remembrance Sunday at Christ Church (start 
10.50 prompt). On 11 November, Remembrance Day, we will keep a Service of 
Remembrance at the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in Klagenfurt. Fi-
nally, Austrian and German Protestants will keep the last Sunday of the liturgical 
year as Totensonntag—a day when people visit the graves of their loved ones. 
It has its origins in an 1816 edict from King Friedrich Wilhelm III of Prussia. In 
October, the Chaplain will lead a wreath laying ceremony at Cunovo, Slovakia 
on Wednesday 5 October, to commemorate the RAF Wellington air crew killed 
there in WWII.

Fear, Love and Freedom in the book of Galatians: a 10 week study in autumn. 
Of all of the letters in the New Testament, the Book of Galatians, with its vivid 
juxtapositions of spirit and flesh, freedom and slavery, has repeatedly captivated 
Christians throughout history. It was the only full commentary St.Augustine 
ever wrote, a favourite of both Thomas Aquinas and Martin Luther and, with its 
clarion call that “for freedom, Christ has set you free,” it has been the “go-to” 
book for people looking to make sense of how Jesus’ death and resurrection is 
the fulfilment of his own stated purpose: to set the captives free. Come spend 
Sunday mornings with the Revd. Jady Koch as we look through this short but 
powerful treatise on the nature of Christian freedom. 
When: Sundays, 9:00-9:40  Where: in the crypt 
Who: anyone and everyone!

The 10.00 and 18.00 services on Sunday 23 October will include the ministry 
of healing with anointing which will include these words, May Christ bring you 
wholeness of body, mind and spirit, deliver you from every evil and give you 
his peace. Amen. (Common Worship, Sunday services book, pages 50ff.) The 
date set for this service is always around St Luke’s day which is 18 October.

October 1st: Bring your own lunch to the Zoo 11am-2:30 p.m (Meet at 
  entrance to the Zoo) 
November 5th: Bowling! 1pm-3pm (1 pm @ Praterstern) 
December 3rd: Weihnachtsmarkten! 1pm-3pm (meet at the Church) 
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Soundings continues on Tuesday, 4 October. This eight week session of Sound-
ings will be of particular interest to those joining the Christ Church Holy Land 
pilgrimage in February 2012. We will be looking at places that we will be visit-
ing with the biblical story in mind. Two examples: Caesarea Philippi (Peter’s 
confession Matthew 16.13-20) and Nazareth (Jesus rejected Luke 14.14-30). 
Historical information will be provided together with some information on the 
history of modern day Israel, Judaism, Islam etc. There will be eight sessions 
ending on 29 November. Sessions are always on Tuesday, beginning at 19.00 
finishing at 20.30. We will not meet on 25 October or 1 November.

We are reading If on a winter’s night a traveller by Italo Calvino (1923-1985) and 
will meet on Thursday, 20 October at 18.30. For those with an amorous affair 
with books, this may, perhaps, be the ultimate love letter to the reader. Calvino’s 
novel, or more precisely, his book of ten interrelated stories, is both masterfully 
created and startlingly unique. Told alternately in second and third persons, the 
book is a fascinating exploration of the relationship between the author and the 
reader. Flawlessly composed, the novel weaves together seemingly unrelated 
tales, all of which relate directly to you, the reader. At its core is an ingenious 
concept the likes of which could have only come from the unparalleled imagina-
tion of Calvino. By the time you reach its dazzling conclusion, you’ll be wishing 
you could somehow read it again for the very first time.

This year our Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be on Sunday 2 October. It is 
always a Family Eucharist. The produce offered will be given to the Missionar-
ies of Charity who run a soup kitchen. The produce will be placed at the foot 
of the altar during the service. If you would like to help decorate the church 
on the Saturday morning (09.00-11.00) please contact Vivian Stenzenberger or 
Sean Nield, the verger. 

In the evening there will be a service of Choral Evensong at 1800.

Dr. Patricia Sheaffer will lead another “Otto Wagner Tour” following the morn-
ing service and coffee hour on Sunday, 9 October, rain or shine. Although it 
will cover some of the same ground—by necessity—of last year’s tour, this tour 
will also include some different stops.  Newcomers to Wien, or even those who 
have been in the city for awhile, would find this tour helpful, adding to their 
orientation in the city. Participants should have a valid transport pass because, 
in addition to walking, the tour will make use of some of Otto Wagner’s rail lines.
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Those who do not have pets of 
their own may look upon the 

annual Animal Blessing Service with 
some bemusement. And yet, those 
who share their lives with dogs, cats 
and other pets thank God each day 
for the joy and unconditional love 
with which their animals enrich their 
daily existence. The Animal Blessing 
Service is an occasion for us to thank 
God as a community for the gift of 
our animals’ love.

Led each year by the Revd. Aileen 
Hackl, the service was the initia-
tive of the former chaplain of Christ 
Church, the late Jeremy Peake. Aileen 
obviously has something of a St. 
Francis touch with animals, and as 
she goes from pew to pew blessing 
each animal by name, there is a pro-
found peace and quietness (albeit it 
short-lived!). Judy and I have been 
bringing our dogs to the service for 
many years now, and last year Aileen 
gave what was to be a final blessing 
to our faithful Mackenzie. I know 
other members of the congregation 

Special Blessings
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have drawn comfort from knowing 
their pets have left this world with 
God’s blessing. This year, our four-
legged family was increased with 
another dog and two kittens, all of 
whom attended the recent service. 

Emanuel accompanied us on the 
piano as we sang some new songs 
in praise of God’s creation in addi-
tion to the well-known words of Mrs. 
Cecil Frances Alexander in her hymn 
All Things Bright and Beautiful. 

From the Church Registers

Oscar Alexander Johannes Klumpp on 
29 May 2011
Emmanuella Chidinma Osondu on  
21 August 2011
Isabell Sandra Peniston-Bird on 
4 September 2011
Chinenyenwa Gift Akubue on  
11 September 2011
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It was announced in the church 
notice sheet a couple of weeks ago 

that Nora Spring had passed away. 
Not many people here now will re-
member her or know who she was.
 
Nora was a long-term member of 
Christ Church Vienna. Born in Vi-
enna in 1914, she grew up and went 
to school here. She later married a 
Scotsman, who worked for Paton and 
Baldwins, the wool firm (later taken 
over by Coats) and went to live in 
Scotland. Here her three children 
were born, Helga, Peter and Martin. 
Her husband was posted to Mexico 
and Nora and the two boys went 
with him. There they were involved 
in a very bad car crash in which her 
husband was killed and the others 
hospitalised for several weeks, after 
which they returned to England.
 
The connection with Vienna was 
always maintained as Nora’s mother 
was still here. I have been told (but 
not verified), that Peter’s baptism 
was the first entry in the Baptism 
Register when Christ Church was 
reopened after the Second World 
War. When the children were grown 
up, Nora returned to Vienna to be 
with her mother and stayed on after 
her mother died.
 
Quite how or when Nora became an 
Anglican, I don’t know. She was a 
regular and faithful member of the 
church all the years we lived here. 
She ran a knitwear stall for the ba-
zaar for many years and pestered us 

all to buy her knitwear, which was 
indeed beautifully made, but already 
a bit unfashionable at that time. 
Later she took to making patchwork 
and her cushion covers, bedspreads 
and wall hangings were real works 
of art. She was also a notable cook 
and Nora’s paprika chicken and 
Mohnkuchen were legend.
 
The children were settled in England, 
but came out several times a year 
and we would go for long hikes in 
the Wienerwald. In the mid ‘90s, 
Nora by now in her 80s moved back 
to London to live with her younger 
son, Martin. Coincidentally, he lived 
in the parish of the church where I 
served as Curate, so Nora and I were 
once again members of the same 
church. She joined our Womens’ 
Fellowship, a group of elderly ladies, 
who met on Monday afternoons 
and tended to doze off during the 
proceedings. Nora was among the 

Nora Spring: End of an Era

T
he last photo taken of N

ora, on her 98th birthday
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most mentally alert of them and was 
quite displeased when she gave them 
a talk on her distinguished Polish 
ancestors and they all fell asleep.
 
Nora was a keen letter-writer and 
maintained a correspondence with 
Faith Schultze and June Schmiderer, 
among others, until very recently. 
Now they also are gone. Nora was 
a remarkable old lady, remaining 
active well into her 90s, doing the 

cooking and looking after Martin’s 
house, reading voraciously, and 
only becoming a bit forgetful right 
towards the end. She passed away 
peacefully in her sleep in June of this 
year while staying with her older son 
Peter in Rome. Her ashes were in-
terred in the beautiful churchyard of 
St Mary Bourne in Hampshire, where 
her daughter Helga lives, and I was 
privileged to speak at her memorial 
service. May she rest in peace.

The time has come again when we 
gather together to enjoy African 

joy and music. The annual Nigerian 
Fest will be held on 8 October 2011. 
at the “black box” church, Christus, 
Hoffnung der Welt, close to the 
Kaisermühlen/Vienna International 
Centre U-Bahn (U1). Doors are open 
from 16.00.

Let us enjoy the colourful headgears 
and the festive attires of the different 
members of our Christ Church 
community. Many countries are 
represented: in addition to Nigeria, 
there are members of our community 
from Australia, Austria, Benin, 
Canada, Germany, Ghana, Great 
Britain, India, Kenya, Liberia, 
Luxembourg, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Republic of Korea, South Africa, Sri 
Lanka and the United States, just to 
mention a few. “To those who give, 
it will be given” is the word of our 

Lord. All members of Christ Church 
and their friends are welcome.
 
We, Nigerians and friends at Christ 
Church Vienna have maintained a 
tradition going back over 20 years 
of organizing an annual social event 
in support of our internationally 
diverse church. We come together 
once a year with our friends and 
relatives to celebrate our dynamic 
and positive presence in Austria, an 
exhibition of our own friendly and 
charitable culture, all within our 
Christian faith, long British Anglican 
tradition, and of course, service to 
God.

There is a small entrance charge and 
delicious African food is available for 
purchase. We promise an exciting 
programme of entertainment and 
lots of fun for the entire family! All 
profits go to Christ Church.

The Nigerian Fest
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Where on earth are Phrygia and 
Pamphylia? Who are these 

Galatians and Ephesians? 

Year after year we hear these names, 
particularly at Pentecost when we 
read of those assembled in Jerusa-
lem from across the Jewish diaspora 
bewildered by a group of strange 
Galileans speaking in their own 
tongue (Acts 2:5-13). I had always 
just thought of these names as an-
cient biblical places lost in the mists 
of time. But, as in many things, I was 
just unaware of the fact that these 
places do exist and can be visited in 
modern day Turkey.

Last February my eyes were opened 
as I stood reading a sign in Perge 
informing me that we were in Pam-
phylia. “We’ll be in Phrygia next” I 
thought—and the next day we were! 
After a trip through Myra (where 
St Nicholas was bishop), Ephesus, 
over Perge and returning to Antalya I 
returned to Vienna and immediately 
came across the book In the Steps 
of Saint Paul, An Illustrated Guide 
to Paul’s Journeys, by Peter Walker. 

With this book I was able to relive 
the trip, this time being able to put 
the pieces of the puzzle together. 
The book outlines Paul’s life from 
the road to Damascus to his visit 
in Rome. Each chapter starts with 
the relevant bible reference (I would 
recommend reading Acts as you go 
along) and then it takes you on the 
journey, giving a lot of historical and 

In the Steps of Saint Paul

biblical background. The chapter 
ends with a description of the area 
today outlining what there is to be 
seen by the modern day visitor. 
With this information one can then 
launch off into the letters of St Paul 
with a better understanding of who 
Paul was writing to and what the 
issues were. By the way, there is a 
companion volume “In the Steps of 
Jesus” which I imagine would be an 
excellent starting point for those go-
ing on the Holy Land pilgrimage next 
year and for those unable to go, it 
would be a way of being able to join 
the pilgrimage in spirit.

Anonymous pilgrim

Have you read a good book that you could 
review for Crossways? It does not 
necessarily have to be on a religious topic, 
simply one that would interest members 
of the church. I look forward to receiving 
your submissions! Ed.
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On Tuesday, 25 October Christ 
Church, Vienna together with 

the Old Catholic Church in Austria 
will mark the 80 anniversary of what 
is commonly referred to as the Bonn 
Agreement. The Bonn Agreement is 
an agreement initially between two 
churches the Union of Utrecht of 
which the Old Catholic Church is a 
member and the Church of England. 
It was later extended to include the 
whole of the Anglican Communion. 
The Agreement was a first fruit of 
the ecumenical movement in the 
last century that augured well for 
the growing together of churches 
throughout the West. It is a bril-
liant document in both its brevity 
and clarity. It is an Agreement on 
which later agreements, particularly 
with the Nordic Churches in Europe 
could be forged, such as the Porvoo 
Agreement. 

The anniversary celebrations will be-
gin with a service of Choral Evensong 
(Book of Common Prayer 1662) at 
16.00 in the Konzilskirche, Kardinal 
König Haus, Kardinal-König-Platz 3, 

13th district. The celebrations will 
continue with a lecture by Professor 
Dr. Angela Berlis of the University of 
Bern at 17.30. The title of her lecture 
is ‘Eighty years of full communion 
between the Old Catholic Church 
and the Anglican Communion’. The 
lecture will conclude with a recep-
tion. Bishop John Okoro will be in 
attendance.

The three main statements of the 
agreement are:
•  Each Communion recognizes the 
catholicity and independence of the 
other and maintains its own.

•  Each Communion agrees to admit 
members of the other Communion to 
participate in the Sacraments.

•  Full Communion does not require 
from either Communion the ac-
ceptance of all doctrinal opinion, 
sacramental devotion or liturgical 
practice characteristic of the other, 
but implies that each believes the 
other to hold all the essentials of the 
Christian faith.

The Bonn Agreement

The Christ Church Advent Bazaar will take place on Saturday, 19 No-
vember, starting at 10.30. The Bazaar organizers are looking for volunteers to 
help in various capacities both on the day, and on the previous day, setting up 
the stalls.  They particularly need prizes for the tombola and raffle, so please 
try to find something suitable or ask around at your local shops and busi-
nesses. Helpers are needed to staff the Children’s Corner. Further details will 
be given in the next Crossways, but in the meantime, please contact Sheila 
(0676/7559804) and let you know how you can help.
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

DATE TIME EVENT
Oct. 2 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving
 18.00 Choral Evensong
Oct. 3 (Mon) 19.00 Alpha 2011 course starts
Oct. 8 (Sat) 17.00 Nigerian Fest
Oct. 9 (Sun) 12.00 Otto Wagner tour
Oct.14-16  Church Council  quiet day/weekend at  
  the Pallotti House with the Ven. Paul Slater 
  & CC meeting
Oct. 19 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Oct. 20 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group:  I f  on a winter ’s  n ight  
  a traveller by Italo Calvino
Oct. 23 (Sun) 10.00 Laying-on of hands
 18.00 Laying-on of hands
Oct.25 (Tues) 16.00 80th anniversary of the Bonn Agreement  
  be tween  the  O ld  Ca tho l i c s  and  the  
  Church of England
Oct. 30 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist
Nov. 1 (Tues) 10.00 All Saints’ Day Sung Eucharist
Nov. 6 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
Nov. 11 (Fri) 10.45 Remembrance Day Service - Klagenfurt
Nov. 13 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Service
Nov. 16 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Nov. 19 (Sat) 10.30 Annual Bazaar
Nov. 23 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting

Nov. 27 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service
Nov. 30 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Dec. 3 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle
Dec. 11 (Sun) 16.00 Annual sing-along in aid of a charity
Dec. 18 (Sun) 10.00 Sunday School nativity
 18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols
Dec. 24 (Sat) 22.45 Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass
Dec. 25 (Sun)  08.00 Christmas Day Said Eucharist
 10.00 Sung Eucharist with carols
Dec. 28 (Wed)  0930 Said Eucharist  Holy Innocents
Dec. 31 (Sat)  16.30 Said Eucharist w carols/hymns
Jan. 1 (Sun) 10.00 Sunday after Christmas - Circumcision
Jan. 6 (Fri) 10.00 Epiphany - Sung Eucharist
Jan. 8 (Sun) 18.00 Six O’clock service resumes
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Personal Ads and Notices

Computer Service Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your computer 
and printer, sets up your Internet 
connection and installs your software 
and hardware.
Fast - Reliable - Affordable
www.ComputerServiceVienna.com                 
    ]      New Hotline: 0720-50 19 62       ]     

This space is reserved for members of the 
congregation to place private ads. Others 
will be asked to pay a small charge to help 
towards printing costs.

English-speaking Counsellor
Austrian born, US-trained Counsellor, 
w i th  a  broad  background in 
counselling and marriage and family 
therapy in a multicultural setting 
offers counselling/therapy services to 
the international community Contact 
details: Tel. 06991/7095031 or olson.
charlotte@gmail.com. 

Cat sitter available 
Are you going away temporarily? 
There’s no need to send your feline 
companion to a cattery. Cat-sitter 
available. Visit daily or live in. By 
arrangement. Ring Laura Fairburn 
01/310 1766.

English play group in Vienna 22
A lively song and dance play group for 
under-threes in Vienna 22 meets from 
14.30-16.30 on Friday afternoons with 
singing from 15.45. While toddlers and 
babies enjoy the action songs, mothers 
(or fathers) can have a congenial get-
together and a chance to make new 
friends. Call 0699/17730901.

The Easter Fire, Holy Saturday 2011
Melanie Bolam-KleinFranz Meier

cmichale
Rechteck
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