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Four-year old Lyvia Guinness very much 
enjoyed the Children’s Church, run during the 
summer months by her parents, Joel and Sarah 
(see pp 8-9). She and her fellow “students” now 
know everything there is to know about Moses! 

A
rt

ic
le

s 
an

d 
ph

ot
os

 in
 th

is
 m

ag
az

in
e 

m
ay

 o
nl

y 
be

 re
pr

od
uc

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
pe

rm
is

si
on

 o
f t

he
 E

di
to

r.
 

Fo
r 

fu
rt

he
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 c
on

ta
ct

 c
ro

ss
w

ay
s@

ao
n.

at
.

cmichale
Rechteck

cmichale
Rechteck



3

In this issueEditorial

From the Desk of the Chaplain 
page 4

King James at Every Turn
Expressions found in the KJV Bible

page 7

All About Moses
The Children’s Church this summer

page 8

Let’s Try Teamwork
Sharing one’s time and talent for 

Christ Church
page 10

Graf Salm: Saviour of Vienna
Once again, James Macintosh shares his 

knowledge of Viennese history
   page 12

Alpha Course 2011
  page 15

 Rebuilding the Temple
Dr. Sharon Hamilton on a fascinating  

exhibition at the KH Museum in Vienna 
 page 26

My Other Home Church
Laura Fairburn writes about  

St. Andrew’s Church, Plymouth
page  22

Africa on the Danube
Revd. Aileen Hackl describes 
a yearly transcultural event

page 24

Holiday Bells
Budding campanologists from the

 Christ Church congregation
page 25

The deadline for submissions for 
the October issue of CROSSWAYS 

is 15 September 2011. Please send 
contributions to be considered 
for  publ icat ion  to :  o f f ice@
christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 01-285 1802.

Judy

September represents a new start for many: chil-
dren, including my two grandsons, will enter 

school for the first time, others will embarking on a 
new chapter of their lives as they leave for university, 
some will be beginning new jobs in new places. For 
everyone, September marks the end of the summer—
and depending on whether you are a half-full glass 
or half-empty glass sort of person—the past couple 
of months have allowed plenty of opportunity for 
traditional summer recreations. The Christ Church 
barbecue on 21 August, attended by some 60 people, 
was on one of the hottest days of the summer, while 
Patrick Knox-Peeble’s traditional invitation to a walk 
on the Rax had a record attendance and equally fine 
weather. September, too, has a number of important 
events on the social calendar, namely the Parish 
Outing on 10 September and the Youth and Family 
Retreat on the 17th. Like all social activities, these 
events involve a great deal of work and preparation 
on the part of the organizers ... and that brings me 
to the point of my message.

Much is done in Christ Church—including the Shop, 
the Bazaar, social events and church activities—by 
a band of committed individuals. The fact that some 
members of the congregation are “receivers” as ap-
posed to “givers” is a pity. Not only does it place an 
excessive burden on the shoulders of the “doers”, but 
it deprives the entire congregation of the potentially 
valuable contribution of those holding back. Each 
has his or her particular talents that could be shared 
with others. The Chaplain writes at greater length on 
this subject on p 10. Not everyone has the time for a 
major commitment, but if we all did just a little more, 
the community life of Christ Church would be all the 
richer. From my own point of view, I would welcome 
more contributors to Crossways, and would be 
happy to discuss potential contributions from read-
ers both in and outside Austria. Newcomers, please 
contact me so that I can “introduce” you to the com-
munity through these pages.
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The phrase annus horribilis 
will remind some of us of 

the speech that Queen Eliza-
beth II gave at the Guild Hall in 
November 1992: “1992 is not 
a year on which I shall look 
back with undiluted pleasure. 

In the words of one of my more 
sympathetic correspondents, it has 
turned out to be an annus horribilis.” 
I thought of this Latin phrase, which 
means a year of horrors or a horrible 
year, in conjunction with a comment 
made by one of our church mem-
bers who said, “What a year it has 
already been and it’s only August!” 

At the time, we were recovering from 
the shock of the mass killing of 69 
young adults on the Norwegian is-
land of Utøya, the financial markets 
were again in turmoil, Libyan rebels 
were advancing on Tripoli and Syria 
was on the verge of a civil war. Since 
then there has been rioting on the 
streets of England, the price of gold 
has continued to climb and the stock 
markets have made massive losses. 
And the Roman Catholic Church in 

Austria is at loggerheads with itself 
about how to provide for parishes, 
especially with regard to the hold-
ing of services and pastoral care, 
the backdrop being a shortage of 
ordained personnel. 

Earlier in the year, a tsunami hit 
the east coast of Japan bringing 
devastation to the area affected and 
causing severe damage to a nuclear 
power plant that in turn caused 
Germany to abandon nuclear energy 
in the short term without securing 
adequate alternatives. We also wit-
nessed the Arab Spring that toppled 
various North African regimes. The 
most spectacular scene was surely 
that of former president Mubarak 
being wheeled into an Egyptian 
court on his sick bed. Soon after 
Easter we heard the first warnings 
of an impending food crisis in parts 
of Eastern and North-Eastern Africa 
as a result of a severe drought. In 
Europe we have been following with 
much concern the stop and start ef-
forts of financial experts who advise 
politicians on how best to resolve 

the internal fi-
nancial crisis 
caused by the 
Greek  deb t 
crisis. 

Whether 2011 
w i l l  b e  a n 
annus horribilis 
now depends 
o n  w h a t 
happens  in 

Crossways
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North Africa and the 
Near East and whether 
or not the financial 
markets settle down, 
the European debt crisis 
can be resolved and 
how relief is brought 
to those suffering from 
drought.

Here I must not fail 
to mention two good 
pieces of news. One is 
the relatively peaceful transition of 
Sudan into two nation States after 
twenty-five years of civil war. For 
many years Southern Sudan longed 
for its own state, which it has now 
been granted. How south and north 
can survive without each other is 
unclear. 

Some good news from Austria is that 
the town sign controversy (Ortstafel-
streit) in Carinthia has finally been 
resolved after more than fifty years. It 
was agreed in the 1955 State Treaty 
(Staatsvertrag) that town signs in 
Austria should be bilingual wherever 
there was a significant ethnic and 
language minority. In Austria there 
are Hungarian and Croatian minori-
ties in Burgenland, while in Carinthia 
there is a Slovene minority. 
Only a week ago all the major inter-
ested parties in Carinthia signed off 
on the agreement to erect bilingual 
town signs. 

In the last two examples, the virtues 
of diligence and patience coupled 

with the courage of a few have 
brought about significant advance-
ments that could resolve persisting 
tensions, for their ultimate success 
they are dependent on the good will 
of many in support of a lasting peace 
replacing tension.

Against the backdrop of so much an-
guish, uncertainty, suffering and ill-
will coupled with two items of good 
news, what is the word that God is 
speaking to us today, I wonder? Or 
are you like some people who no 
longer read, hear or watch the news 
because it is all just too much? Again 
and again I hear people say that the 
Church should not involve itself in 
the life of the city, meaning politics. 
For the Church not to be involved is 
an untenable position because our 
lives are shaped by the city (Greek 
polis) for good or ill. As Christians 
we are called upon to help shape the 
city we inhabit, while not being con-
formed to this world. In this we are 
building on the rock of Peter’s con-
fession at Caesarea Philippi, “Thou 

Annus horribilis
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art the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God!” Always seeking in ourselves 
the will of God! Not to be involved 
in the life of the city as a full mem-
ber is a decision that one can take, 
but we must remember that non-
participation is itself a political deci-
sion that has consequences. What is 
the word that God is speaking to us 
today? A famous prayer attributed to 
Reinhold Niebuhr (1892-1971) called 
the Serenity Prayer comes to mind.

O God and Heavenly Father,
Grant to us the serenity of mind to accept 
that which cannot be changed; 
Courage to change that which can be 
changed, 
And wisdom to know the one from the 
other, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

As your chaplain, I invite you to 
pray the above prayer in the coming 
weeks asking what God is saying 
to you and to us as a church that 
we may be faithful to the God who 
comes that we may have the fullness 
of life and complete our joy as Jesus 
says in St John’s Gospel.

In another version of the prayer that 
Reinhold Niebuhr framed as part of a 
sermon, he extends the prayer.

God grant me the serenity to accept the   
things I cannot change; 
Courage to change the things I can; and 
wisdom to know the difference. 
Living one day at a time; 
Enjoying one moment at a time; 
Accepting hardships as the pathway 
to peace; 
Taking, as He did, this sinful world as 
it is, not as I would have it; 
Trusting that He will make all things 
right if I surrender to His Will; 
That I may be reasonably happy in 
this life and supremely happy with Him 
forever in the next. 
Amen.

Crossways
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Crossways

This year, as widely reported in previous issues of Crossways, the King 
James Version (KJV) of the Bible celebrated its fourth centenary. Some 

people—and we all know many—profess total ignorance of the Bible, and 
yet in their everyday speech they may unwittingly use some of the count-
less expressions that originated, or were immortalised, in the Bible but 
have since found their way into current usage. Inspired by Laura Fairburn’s 
presentation to Soundings of the KJV, Crossways presents a small selec-
tion of these expressions: 
A drop in a bucket (Isaiah 40:15)
 A fly in the ointment (Ecclesiastes 10:1)
A law unto themselves (Romans 2:14) 
 A leopard cannot change its spots (Jeremiah 13: 23)
A little bird told me (Ecclesiastes 10:20)
 A scapegoat (Leviticus 16:9-10)
A sign of the times (Matthew 16:3)
 A stumbling block (Matthew 16:23)
A thorn in the flesh (2 Corinthians 12:7)
 A wolf in sheep’s clothing (Matthew 7:15)
At their wits’ end (Psalms 107:27)
 Bite (lick) the dust (Psalms 72)
Going the extra mile (Matthew 5, 41-42)
 In the twinkling of an eye (1 Corinthians 15:52)
Labour of love (Thessalonians 1:2, 1:3)
 My brother’s keeper (Genesis 4:9)
Nothing but skin and bones (Job 19:19-20)
 Old as Methusala (Genesis 5:25)
Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings (Psalms 8:2)
 Pearls before swine (Matthew 7:6)
Pride comes before a fall (Proverbs 16:18)
 Put your house in order (Kings 20:1)
Reap what you sew (Galatians VI)
 Rise and shine (Isaiah 60:1)
See eye to eye (Isaiah 52:8)
 Sour grapes (Jeremiah 31:30)
The apple of his eye (Deuteronomy 32:10)
 The love of money is the root of all evil (Timothy 6:10)
The skin of my teeth (Job 19:19-20)
 The straight and narrow (Matthew 7:13/14)
Turn the other cheek (Matthew 5:39)

King James at every Turn
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Almost every Sunday in July 
and August, some of us were 

involved in serious Bible studies. 
Taking place while the rest of the 
congregation spent a fairly leisurely 
time in the main church, others 
worked diligently and listened at-
tentively (many a preacher would be 
rightfully envious of such a commit-
ted audience!). 

The story of Moses—the theme of 
the course—came alive as read and 
explained by Sarah and her ques-
tions were answered readily. Edward 
patiently explained to his fellow 
students precisely how to extract 
water from a cactus in the desert 
in times of drought. When asked if 
anyone tended to get grumpy as a 
result of fatigue and hunger, Aidan’s 
hand shot up as he nominated his 
little sister as an example. Four-year 
old Lyvia appeared to be the most 
knowledgeable student, describing 
accurately most of the Plagues of 
Egypt. As the oldest child of the 
instructors, she was possibly under 
some pressure to do her homework!

The Children’s Church was organ-
ized during the summer months by 
Joel and Sarah Guinness. While the 
number of attendees fluctuated from 
week to week (there were 25 at the 
final session!) one thing remained 
constant: the rapt attention of par-
ticipants. Whether singing along 
with Joel on the guitar, colouring 
in Bible pictures or listening as the 
story of Moses unravelled week 

All About Moses
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after week, the youngsters found 
the Children’s Church a fascinat-
ing experience. Each week saw the 
preparation of a new scroll depict-
ing the various events in the life of 
Moses. The people, animals, trees 
and other elements featured on the 
scrolls were drawn or coloured and 
cut out by the children themselves. 
George, an obviously environmen-
tally conscious 5-year old, opted 
for an all-green Moses.   Some par-
ents—and grandparents—will by 
now know the words of the catchy 
songs that Joel taught their offspring 
during Children’s Church. A skilled 
guitar player, Joel inspired enthu-
siastic renditions of High above the 
earth and My God is a great big God. 
Unlike the case in the main Church 
service, the hand movements were 
just as important as the singing.

Joel and Sarah showed tremendous 
sensitivity to the needs, curiosity and 
limitations of the younger members 
of our community. The Children’s 
Church provided a wonderful oppor-
tunity for children of a variety of ages 
to participate in a Sunday “service” 
without incurring any of the tuttings 
or hushings they might experience 
in the main church. Watching one 
session, I was impressed at how the 
Bible came alive for the youngsters, 
some no older than two. Unfortu-
nately, some parents did not avail 
themselves of this opportunity, and 
lost out—or more importantly, their 
children lost out—on a remarkable 
programme. 
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Before the summer, the Ministry 
Committee (a committee of the 

Christ Church Council) opined it was 
time once again to inform all mem-
bers of our congregation about some 
of the ongoing work of our church 
while at the same time inviting oth-
ers to become involved.

Beginning in September, week by 
week one person from the congrega-
tion will introduce a piece of work 
that they are involved in during 
the notices such as prison visit-
ing, welcoming, catering, Sunday 
school, publicity, bazaar, shop etc. 
I have just finished reading a fel-
low priest’s blog in which he writes 
about All Member Ministry and 
which he amusingly abbreviates as 
AMM. Amusingly, because it gives 
the illusion that AMM is a widely 
held and lived concept across the 
spread of churches, when in fact it 
is suggested that 20 per cent of the 
members or less do something like 
80 per cent of the work. 

It is the desire of every church that 
the ministry be a joint ministry of all 
its members believing that everyone 
has something of value to give of 
themselves in the service of God. 
Each has something to contribute. 
The blogger goes on to describe the 
outcome of an illusionary event to 
help strengthen the overall ministry 
of a local parish. The dog-collar 
is synonymous for chaplain, vicar, 
rector etc.

“On the day, the dog-collar and a 
few of the over-committed turn up 
and the first event takes place. It 
is a success (in the same way that 
there is no such thing as a bad par-
ish weekend away) and the follow-
ing Sunday the dog-collar parades 
‘the leader’ (or even the team) and 
the assembled gathering applaud 
at what ‘All Member Ministry’ has 
achieved. Content that the members 
now believe they have discovered, 
planned and executed a wonderful 
piece of work, the dog-collar ap-
plauds with the congregation, con-
tent that yet another piece of stage 
management has proved successful. 
Those who get the applause feel 

pleased and yet slightly confused 
that they are being recognised. 
Those who were already over-
committed realise that the ap-
plause signals even less time 
for themselves or their family. 
Those who are applauding re-

ally think that the church is 
‘active’ and that the members 

are running the show. Only the 
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?
dog-collar, the gardener and the 
little house know the truth.’

This is most obviously a cari-
cature, but not without grains 
of truth running through it. We 
are blessed at Christ Church 
to have a number of dedicated 
people working in different areas 
of our common life under Christ 
to ensure regular and faithful 
worship, witness and pastoral 
care, but most are agreed that 
more people should and ought 
to be involved. Sunday does 
not just happen. Each Sunday at 
Christ Church is the culmination of 
all our efforts under God during the 
past week, month, year and years. 
Sunday is a time when we ask God 
to bless our endeavours not only for 
our church or the universal church, 
but for all of our life at work, at home 
and amongst our friends. 

There is much to be thankful for 
before God while living with ques-
tions and dealing with the many 
challenges that life confronts us 

with. We are assured that God will 
not leave us, but strengthen us. We 
thank those who went before that 
they had the vision to build a temple, 
a living temple, in Vienna through 
the commitment of their time and 
talent. May we, to whom the baton 
has been passed, receive it gladly 
asking God at all times to be our 
inspiration and our guide.

There is a small but dedicated group 
at Christ Church that prays for in-
dividuals and the life and witness 
of our church. The Group meets 
nine times a year on a Wednesday 
at 19.00. The next meeting is on 
Wednesday, 14 September, Holy 
Cross Day. Angela Peake-Herzog will 

start the session with a short meditation. Please join us.
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In Vienna’s third district, just east 
of the city centre where the land 

slopes gently up from the original 
navigable arm of the Danube, there 
is a quiet, beautiful street behind the 
grandiose Palais Razumovski, called 
Salmgasse. It is home to the modest, 
late-baroque Palais Salm. Just west 
of the city centre also a stone’s 
throw from the Danube arm, in the 
city’s ninth district lies the stunning 
neo-goth ic  Vot ive 
Church (Votivkirche) 
with its profusion of 
stone carvings and 
soaring twin spires. 
“Vo t i ve”  s i gn i f i e s 
an offering given in 
thanks for deliverance 
from hardship. In the 
cavernous inter ior 
of the church is the 
renaissance Egyptian 
m a r b l e  t o m b  o f , 
arguably, Vienna’s 
greatest hero, Graf 
Nicholas von Salm.

Graf Salm died on 
March 30 1530 as 
a result of injuries 
sustained in the last 
desperate charge of the Ottoman 
army to take Vienna on October 14 
1529. The siege of Vienna of 1529 
represented the farthest westward 
advance of the Ottoman Empire and 
the greatest danger Europe had faced 
in a thousand years. Its failure halted 
the previously invincible Ottoman 
forces. If any man can be called the 

saviour of Vienna, and consequently, 
of Christian European civilisation 
and history as we know it, it is Graf 
Salm.

In August of 1526, Sultan Suleiman I 
(known as Suleiman the Magnificent) 
smashed the forces of King Lajos II 
of Hungary at the Battle of Mohács. 
Suleiman then turned his attention 
to Austria. In the spring of 1529, 

acting as commander-
in-chief, he mustered 
a huge army including 
a force of 20,000 elite 
janissary corps and set 
out to conquer Vienna.

The spring rains of 
central Europe were 
particularly persistent 
in 1529, making the 
Danube roads leading to 
Vienna barely passable. 
Thousands of camels 
broke their legs in the 
thick mud and had to 
be slaughtered. Light 
artillery was transported 
up river by the Ottoman 
Danube fleet but about 
two hundred of the 

heaviest field guns, vital for breaking 
down the walls of Vienna, were too 
heavy for the boats. They could 
not be pulled along the soggy 
roads and had to be left behind. 
Suleiman pressed on, observing, “It 
is beneath my dignity to allow the 
weather to interfere with my plans.” 
The people of Vienna reacted with 

Graf Salm: Saviour of Vienna

Crossways
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blank terror when the news of the 
invasion reached them. Tales of 
murderous brutality had preceded 
the advancing Ottoman force. 
The emperor Ferdinand I fled to 
Hapsburg Bohemia. Operational 
command of the defence was 
handed to a seasoned 70 year-
old German mercenary, Nicholas, 
Graf von Salm who arrived in early 
September.

Taking charge of the city garrison 
of only 20,000 infantry, 2,000 
cavalry and 72 cannons, Graf Salm, 
in desperate haste, organized the 
reinforcement of the three hundred 
year old city walls, a mere six feet 
wide and broken down in places. 
Despite these disadvantages, Vienna 
possessed natural defensive factors. 
The Danube blocked any approach 
from the north, and the smaller 
Wiener waterway ran along the 
city’s eastern side, leaving only the 
south and west to be defended. 

Graf Salm ordered food to be 
collected from the countryside 
in preparation for a long siege. 
4,000 women, children, and elderly 
men (“useless mouths” to Graf 
Salm) were escorted out of the 
city westward to safety. But elite 
advance guards of the Ottoman army 
intercepted the “useless mouths” at 
Traismauer on the Danube, some 
fifty kilometres from Vienna and 
savagely slaughtered them with 
only the young women left alive to 
be dragged off as slaves. 

F i n a l l y  o n  2 3  S e p t e m b e r 
r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  a r r i v e d — a 
detachment of 700 Spanish musket-
armed infantrymen and 1,000 
German mercenary pike men. The 
same day three Austrian prisoners 
were sent to the city dressed in 
magnificent clothes to deliver 
Suleiman the Magnificent’s terms: 
the city must surrender on his terms 
and then none of his combat soldiers 
would enter - but if Vienna resisted 
it would be utterly destroyed and 
every living soul put to the sword. 
After the massacre of Traismauer 
no-one doubted his word. Graf Salm 
however did not deign to answer.

Three days later on 26 September 
the Ottoman army had set up seven 
great camps around the city with 
tents as far as the eye could see. 
The next day, the 300 light cannons 
opened fire simultaneously. The 
results were inconsequential. The 
guns were designed for use against 
men, not six feet thick walls. As 
cannon balls crashed into the spires 
of St. Stephens, Graf Salm scornfully 
observed; “These pebbles are like 

Crossways
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the little pills my medico bids me 
swallow.” There followed a bizarre 
underground war. Without their 
heavy artillery the Ottoman forces 
relied on tunnelling beneath the 
city walls in order to mine and blow 
up the gates and open up the city 
for assault. Graf Salm, an expert 
in tunnelling, rapidly organized an 
efficient alarm system. Each tunnel 
was discovered and fought over 
and the majority of the mines were 
discovered before any damage could 
be done. On 5 October, two mines 
exploded beneath the Salt Gate. The 
Janissary elite troops immediately 
stormed the breach but were met 
by twelve-foot pikes repulsing them 
with heavy losses. Within hours the 
breach was re-plugged. 

The same night Graf Salm organized 
a daring and innovative terrorist 
raid. Up to a hundred of his most 
fanatical troops wearing black 
hooded cloaks and armed with 
homemade fire bombs exited the 
city in silence and slipped into 
the Ottoman camps, tossing their 
bombs into tents before making their 
escape. In the ensuing mayhem as 
many as 20,000 Turks died in their 
camp beds. The fighting continued 
unabated but food was growing 
scarce for the attackers. Constant 
rain and even unseasonably-early 
snow hindered their movements. 
Casualties, sickness, and desertions 
were taking a toll on the army. 
Suleiman decided upon one final 
assault. On 14 October, the attack 

began, aimed at the almost ruined 
Kärntner Gate. The strategy was 
simply to tire the Austrians with a 
sheer crush of humanity charging 
the gate. Suleiman would either win 
or sacrifice dearly in the attempt. 

Graf Salm descended from St. 
Stephen’s tower and assumed 
personal command of the battle. He 
was almost immediately wounded 
—wounds he was to die of some six 
months later. After frantic defending 
and huge loss of life on both sides, 
the elite Janissary troops, without 
being ordered, started falling back. 
Soon they were flooding to the rear, 
not stopping until they had reached 
their tents. That same night the 
Ottoman army packed up their 
campsites and set fire to the baggage 
they couldn’t carry. The whole night 
was punctuated by the terrible 
shrieks of bound prisoners hurled 
into the flames and roasted alive. The 
following day the sea of tents around 
the city had disappeared. Sultan 
Suleiman had solemnly announced, 
“Allah, in His wisdom, has not yet 
permitted us to capture Vienna.” 

On Graf Salm’s death, Emperor 
Ferdinand 1 ordered a magnificent 
funeral monument to be built for the 
defender of Vienna, now on display 
in the Votivkirche. Ferdinand’s son, 
Maximilian II, later constructed the 
magnificent Neugebaeude summer 
palace near the banks of the Danube 
on the exact spot where Suleiman 
had pitched his tent.
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Last year, Sharon Hamilton and 
Dennis Cole kindly ran a ten-

week Alpha course in their home, 
where 13 people met to discuss 
questions of faith (see Crossways 
no. 51). The initiative was so suc-
cessful that Revd. Jady Koch and 
his wife Liza have decided to run 
another Alpha course, this time in 
the Church Centre. 

Do you or does someone you know 
have questions about God and the 
nature of the Christian faith? Are 
you interested in learning more 
about why Christians believe what 
they do? Do you have that one 
question about God that you’ve 
always wanted to ask but never 
had the right opportunity? If so, 
then you are cordially invited to 
be a part of our Alpha course this 
Fall at Christ Church. Beginning on 
Monday evening, 26 September, the 
ten-week course will provide a low 
pressure, informal introduction to 
the Christian faith that is suitable for 
people who have never stepped foot 
inside a church, to long-standing 
members. 

Structured around an opening meal, 
the Alpha evenings involve a mix 
of food, fellowship and discussion 
where no question is too simple 
and nobody will be put on the spot: 
believers and non-believers are all 
welcome to attend! Space is limited, 
so please sign up soon!! Contact 
Rev. Jady at jadykoch@gmail.com 
or 43(676)9547888 to reserve your 

Alpha 2011: A Question of Faith

place. There is no charge for this 
class, but due to its nature, only those 
who are able to attend the entire 
course will be considered. We will 
meet weekly beginning Monday, 26 
September in the Church Centre from 
19-21.30. Dinner and wonderful and 
enlightening conversation included! 
More information http://uk.alpha.
org/ or http://www.alphausa.org

The Alpha course is designed 
primarily for people who aren’t 
necessarily churchgoers and each 
course is open to everyone. As a 
course, Alpha attracts a diverse 
range of guests of different ages 
and backgrounds, holding many 
different viewpoints. Over 7,000 
churches are currently running 
the Alpha course across the 
UK in rural and urban settings, 
including every major UK city.

Guests do Alpha for a wide 
variety of reason—some want to 
investigate whether God exists; 
others are concerned about 
what happens after death. Some 
people have particular questions 
that they would like to discuss; 
others want to understand other 
peoples’ beliefs or would like 
to explore what the purpose of 
life is. Many guests have never 
been to church, others may have 
attended church occasionally 
but feel they have never really 
understood the basics of the 
Christian faith.
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Monday Tuesday

11

18

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Reading Group

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings
 resumes

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Alpha Course  
 starts

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
25

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist and Baptism
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
16.00 Animal Blessing Service
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist and Baptism
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service resumes

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

4

Sunday

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

September 2011

12

St. Matthew, 
Apostle and 
Evangelist

ARCHDEACONRY SYNOD IN BUCHAREST

Animal Blessing Service on 18 September
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21

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Wednesday

28 29 30

13

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings
 resumes

09.30 Holy Communion

22

Thursday

10

Friday Saturday
2 3

St. Matthew, 
Apostle and 
Evangelist

St. Michael and All 
Angels

11.00 PARISH  
 OUTING TO 
 CARNUNTUM

10.15 YOUTH AND  
 FAMILY 
 RETREAT

ARCHDEACONRY SYNOD IN BUCHAREST

Animal Blessing Service on 18 September

See you  
there !
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This year’s outing on Saturday, 10 September promises to be a day packed full 
of enjoyment, history and fun for all, both the young and not so young! We 
meet at the usual rendezvous place in the 3rd district, Aspangstrasse 33, no 
later than 10.45 in time to get seated for an 11.00 departure. 

We are going to see the Roman ruins of Carnuntum in the region of ‘Pannonia 
Superior’. This is not only interesting for its Roman history, but also for the free-
dom of Christianity! For those who would like to know more about Carnuntum, 
please consult Crossways no. 50 (accessible from the Christ Church website),  
where there is a very interesting article on Carnantum by James Macintosh. Upon 
our arrival in Carnuntum, we have several options for lunch—our own picnic 
on the grounds or visit the self-service restaurant—after which our tours start. 
Two tours will be provided: one for families with children and one for adults. 
From here, we continue our outing by visiting the exhibition in Hainburg a.d. 
Donau. After this part of the Niederösterreichische Landesausstellung we will 
enjoy dinner before returning to Vienna. For tickets and further details, please 
contact Nikki Hertford-Scheiber (02235-84906). 

Fear, Love and Freedom in the book of Galatians: a 10 week study in autumn. 
Of all of the letters in the New Testament, the Book of Galatians, with its vivid 
juxtapositions of spirit and flesh, freedom and slavery, has repeatedly captivated 
Christians throughout history. It was the only full commentary St.Augustine 
ever wrote, a favourite of both Thomas Aquinas and Martin Luther and, with its 
clarion call that “for freedom, Christ has set you free,” it has been the “go-to” 
book for people looking to make sense of how Jesus’ death and resurrection is 
the fulfilment of his own stated purpose: to set the captives free. Come spend 
Sunday mornings with the Revd. Jady Koch as we look through this short but 
powerful treatise on the nature of Christian freedom. 
When: beginning 11 September, 9:00-9:40 Where: in the Church Centre. 
Who: anyone and everyone!

Soundings resumes on 27 September. This 8-week session will be of particular 
interest to those joining the Christ Church Holy Land pilgrimage in February 
2011. We will be looking at places that we will be visiting with the biblical story 
in mind. Two examples are Caesarea Philippi (Peter’s confession Matthew 
16.13-20) and Nazareth (Jesus rejected Luke 14.14-30). Historical information 
will be provided together with some information on the history of modern day 
Israel, Judaism, Islam etc. There will be eight sessions ending on 29 November. 
Sessions are always on Tuesday beginning at 19.00 hours finishing at 20.30 
hours. We will not meet on 25 October or 1 November.
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“Forgiveness: The return of the prodigal son” is the topic of this year’s Youth and 
Family retreat, to take place on 17 September at Schönstattzentrum, Kahlenberg.
We will be looking at what it means to forgive, why it’s important and what’s 
so amazing about God’s forgiveness, focusing particularly on the parable of the 
Prodigal son. The retreat centre is ideal for families, particularly those with young 
children, with a designated children’s block fully equipped with toys, a play 
area, football pitch and plenty of space to explore. This is a great opportunity 
to have some time out for teaching, discussion and reflection and spend some 
quality family time. We have a fantastic team of volunteers who will be leading 
the children’s and youth groups, so you will be able to leave your children in 
good hands for the teaching sessions. The day will kick off with some worship 
together, followed by teaching sessions for adults, youth and children. We will 
have a 3 course catered lunch, treasure hunt, indoor and outdoor games, and 
an opportunity to get creative as a family. We’ll finish with worship around the 
campfire, and a Wurstl and marshmallow roast. 

Book your places early to avoid disappointment, by completing a registration 
form. Prices and details of what to bring will follow. Contact Sarah Guinness 
with any queries on 066473/038926.

The Christ Church Youth Group will have its autumn kickoff at the Youth and 
Family Retreat. From then on, we will be meeting every second Saturday of the 
month, so mark your calendars. We will have the full detailed schedule for the 
Fall ready to hand out in September, but until then, put a huge red X (or any 
colour, really) over the second Saturday!

In September, Alexandra Schmidt will be giving lessons for all those children 
who would like to be admitted to Holy Communion. Children should be seven 
years old or close to seven when they are admitted. The lessons will be on the 
following Sundays: 4, 11, 18 and 25 September after the 10.00 service. Children 
will be admitted on Sunday, 9 October.

The Reading group meets about six times a year. Recently we had a full and 
lively exchange as we discussed the Buddha of Suburbia. Our next two meetings 
are on Tuesday 6 September and Thursday 20 October both 18.30 start. At the 
first meeting we will discuss The Dead by James Joyce which you find in The 
Dubliners.  At the October meeting the book chosen is If on a winter’s night a 
traveller by Italo Calvino.
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Rebuilding the Temple
by
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Before leaving Vienna, I had a 
chance to visit the new exhibit 

“Götter Menschen und das Geld der 
Griechen” in the Kunsthistorisches-
Museum, in the coin cabinet on the 
top floor.

As the title of the show indicates, 
it is mainly concerned with ancient 
Greek coins; however, there is also 
an aspect of this show of particular 
relevance to Jews and Christians.  
Because the exhibit wishes to cap-
ture the global situation during the 
era of the Greek coins that are on 
display, it includes two cabinets of 
coins from the Persian Empire.  

The coins in the Persian display have 
significance for People of the Book 
because they include coins smelted 
within the history described to us 
in the Christian Old Testament (the 
Hebrew Scriptures) in the books of 
Ezra and Nehemiah – texts concern-
ing the return of the Jews from exile 
in Babylon and the rebuilding of their 
Temple in Jerusalem.

The king, who originally allowed 
the exiles to go free, was the Persian 
ruler Cyrus (559-530 B.C.E.).  In the 
British Museum, you can see the 
cylinder on which he declared the 
freedom of all subject peoples under 
the Babylonians. In the display at the 
KHM, you can see coins produced 
by his important successors.  This 
exhibit includes coins produced by 
Artaxerxes I (465-424 B.C.E.), the 
Persian king who gave Ezra permis-
sion to return to Jerusalem with 
additional exiles and Nehemiah 
permission to rebuild the walls of 
Jerusalem.  The exhibit also includes 
coins minted by Darius I (522-486), 

In the first year of his reign, King 
Cyrus issued a decree concerning 
the temple of God in Jerusalem: 
“Let the Temple be rebuilt as a 
place to present sacrifices, and 
let its foundations be laid.” The 
Decree of Darius (Ezra 6:2-3 NIV)
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under whom the rebuilt Temple was 
consecrated, with his permission. 

The coins show small male figures 
who appear to be running; they each 
hold a bow in their hands. The bow 
was the Persian symbol of kingship, 
so these are images of the Persian 
kings. The coins are very small, and 
worn. They circulated through the 

Persian Empire during the time when 
the Jewish people returned home 
from their long exile in Babylon, and 
provide moving and vivid testimony 
to the historicity of the Bible we read.  

The exhibit runs until October 16th.  
Except for a small English-language 
introductory panel, all text and com-
mentary is in German.

On Sunday, 26 June, Christ Church 
bid farewell to Sharon Hamilton and 
Dennis Cole. They not only received 
a blessing from the Ven. Patrick 
Curran and a small memento of 
their stay in Vienna, but took with 
them the heartfelt gratitude of the 
congregation for their contribution 
to the life of Christ Church during 
their short stay in Vienna. We hope 
that despite busy schedules back 
home in Canada, they will find time 
to visit us and we look forward to 
contributions from across the ocean 
to future issues of Crossways by 
Dr. Hamilton.

God Bless you, Sharon and Dennis



The new Church Wardens are Philip 
Reading (re-elected) and Malcolm 
Bricknell, who assumes this office 
for the first time. They were “sworn 
in” by the Ven. Patrick Curran in 
June.

Church Wardens
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When I return to the UK for a 
shorter or longer stay, my 

path takes me to my home town of 
Plymouth, Devon, the largest sea 
port on the South coast. Here I was 
born and grew up until leaving to 
attend Teacher Training College in 
1957.

Although my home was in the north 
of the city and I was baptized and 
confirmed in the parish in which we 
were resident, the Church of St. An-
drew was familiar to me from a very 
early age. St. Andrew’s is the mother 
church of the City of Plymouth. Here 
memorial services are held for the 
fallen in Iraq and Afghanistan who 
belonged to regiments based in the 
city. Annual Civic services take place 
here and there is a pew emblazoned 
with the city’s coat of arms whose 
motto is “Turris fortissima est nomen 
Jehova” (The name of the Lord is a 
strong tower. Proverbs 18, 10).

This, too, was also borne on the 
sides of our double-decker buses 
throughout the town until the City 
Council sold the transport system 
to private companies who seemingly 
showed no interest in continuing the 
tradition.

My earliest memories of the church 
building are of a roofless Gothic 
shell laid out as a garden church 
with lawns and flower-beds after the 
“Blitz” of 1940/1941. The inscription 
“Resurgam” over the north door was 
placed there by the Headmistress of 

the school I attended later as an 8 
year-old.

St. Andrew’s has been tastefully 
restored and is now my “home 
church” as my flat lies within its 
parish boundary.

Here is the description from the Visi-
tors’ Information leaflet.

Christians have been meeting on this 
site for almost 1200 years. The focus 
of attention has always been on Jesus 
Christ. His resurrection from the dead 
is the great moment in history which 
has convinced millions to believe His 
teaching, and it is also the good news 
which has inspired Christians to build 
magnificent churches like this one to the 
glory of God.

New life arising out of the appear-
ance of destruction is an inescapable 
feature of St. Andrew’s. The whole city 
of Plymouth endured heavy bombing 
during the Second World War and in 
1941 the church was burnt out and 
left a roofless shell. The next morning 
someone had placed a wooden board 
over the North door. On it was the word 
resurgam meaning “I will rise again”, 
reflecting the Christian hope of new life 
for all who trust in Jesus Christ. The 
word is now carved in stone above the 
doorway through which most people 
enter the church.

Once inside the building there are many 
points of interest and beauty which 
reflect the living faith of Christians 

My Other Home Church
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who meet here. You will notice several 
representations of the cross on which 
Jesus was crucified. The window at the 
back of the church portrays many of the 
incidents which surrounded His death. 
At the Communion table Christians still 
gather to remember the death of Jesus 
in the words He instructed His disciples 
to do, by breaking bread and drinking 
wine to signify that His body was bro-
ken and His blood was shed for us. The 
great news that has been passed down 
through the generations is that by His 

death Jesus makes possible for us the 
reality of God’s forgiveness, and by His 
resurrection  He offers a living relation-
ship with God Himself.

Over the centuries St. Andrew’s has been 
associated with many notable figures: 
Catherine of Aragon, Sir Francis Drake, 
Sir John Hawkins, Captain Bligh of the 
Bounty, Sir Francis Chichester. Thou-
sands of people, some famous, most 
unknown, have knelt here in prayer and 
thanksgiving.

Do you have a favourite church “back home”? Would you like to write about 
it for Crossways? It would be interesting to hear from several readers, 
particularly, but not only, those who have moved on, about their home 
churches. If a sufficient number of articles are received, we could make this 
a regular feature of Crossways.
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I had heard and read 
about the Afrika Tage 

on the Donauinsel. This 
year I went with friends 
to the Multi-Faith Cel-
ebration on the closing 
day. It was organized by 
a group known as “Fair 
und Sensibel” who work 
for better understanding 
between the Austrian 
police and Africans liv-
ing in Vienna.

The service was led by 
representatives from 
the Roman Catholic and 
Protestant Churches 
who work with Afri-
cans who live and wor-
ship here in Vienna. 
Members of the Moslem 
and Jewish communities 
were present and spoke 
to us later. The well-
known words from St. 
John’s Gospel, about Jesus going to 
the Father in order to prepare a place 
for us, a house with many dwell-
ing places, was used to illustrate 

how people from different 
backgrounds, cultures, 

and faith could live 
together in peace. 

We read together a 
beautiful blessing 
from South Africa: 

May the Lord bless you. 
May he fill your feet with 

dancing, your arms with power, your 
heart with tenderness, your eyes with 
a smile, your ears with music and your 
nose with a sweet scent.

Afterwards my husband and I wan-
dered around and were amazed at 
the number of African tents offering 
everything you could possibly want 
from Africa—clothes, handbags, 
food, spices, sculpture, CDs, and 
knick-knacks of all sorts. We ate 
a bowl of Moroccan soup, before 
heading home, glad to get out of the 
African-style hot sunshine! 

Africa on the Danube
by

 R
ev

d.
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ile
en
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ac
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We wrote a full-page article 
in Crossways a few months 

ago about how church bells are 
constructed and how they are rung. 
This caused quite significant inter-
est, which culminated in one of our 
church members bringing her family 
to see and hear the real thing in my 
old home church of St Bees, on the 
west coast of Cumbria. 

Melanie Bolam-Klein and three of 
her family drove 150 miles from 
their holiday location in York to take 
a climb up the 62 steps of the old 
sandstone spiral staircase to reach 
the ringing chamber, where they all 
had a swing on the bell ropes (see 
photo), though the bells at this stage 
were in the “safe” position and so no 
harm could befall them. They then 
climbed another 15 steps into the 
bell chamber to see the eight bells 
in their rest position. Someone down 
below was then asked to “ring up” 
one of the bells so that the Bolam-

Kleins could see and hear just how 
bells are slowly swung increasingly 
backwards and forwards, finally 
ending in the unstable “up” posi-
tion. You can however see from the 
accompanying photo that they found 
the process somewhat noisy.
 
Later, back in the ringing chamber, 
the local band of ringers had assem-
bled and were able to demonstrate 
how the full complement of 8 bells 
can be rung in peel to produce a 

kind of 8-in-a-bar tune, 
and we endeavoured to 
explain, in the short time 
available, just what the 
different types of ring-
ing are.

The children were then 
sent back to our house, 
while Melanie joined the 
ringers in a little liquid 
refreshment in the local 
h o s t e l r y — w h i c h  i s 
another favoured tradition 
of bell ringers!

Holiday Bells
by D

avid H
ope
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CCBBQ 2011
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On 26 June, Christ Church 
welcomed the choir of St. 

Columba’s College, Dublin to 
Christ Church. Aged between 
13 and 18, the girls and boys 
enriched our service with their 
strong, tuneful voices and friendly 

Visiting Choir

Visiting
 Dignatory

On 3 July, the Revd. Jady 
Koch reminded us that 

staff of the United Nations 
family make up a large por-
tion of the congregation. He 
was particularly pleased to 

welcome to our service a senior member of the UN miliary forces, Major 
General Natalio Ecarma III, Force Commander and Head of Mission of the 
1,050-man United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in the 
Golan Heights, who received a special blessing. Major General Ecarma is 
the cousin of Christ Church parishioner Johanna Cabili-Reuss. 

smiles. Clad in 
smart,  white polo 
shirts embroidered 
with the emblem 
“St. Columba’s 
College, Vienna 
Choir Tour 2011”, 
they sang their 
hea r ts  ou t  a t 
our 10.00 Sung 
Euchar i s t  and 
made our day!

In and around Christ Church
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

Sept. 4 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist

 18.00 Choral Evensong

Sept. 6 (Tues) 18.30 Reading Group: ‘The Dead’ by James Joyce

Sept. 10 (Sat) 11.00 Parish Outing to Carnuntum

Sept. 14 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Sept. 17 (Sat) 10.15 Youth & Family Retreat, Schönstattzentrum

Sept. 18 (Sun) 16.00 Animal blessing service

Sept. 22-25  Archdeaconry Synod, Bucharest

Sept. 27 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings restarts

Oct. 2 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

 18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct. 8 (Sat) 17.00 Nigerian Fest

Oct.14-16  Church Council quiet day: Myers-Briggs type  

  indicator weekend with the Ven. Paul Slater &  

  Church Council meeting

Oct. 19 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Oct. 20 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: If on a winter’s night a traveller  

  by Italo Calvino

Oct. 23 (Sun) 10.00 Laying-on of hands during the 10.00 and   

  18.00 services

Oct.25 (Tues) 16.00  onwards: 80th anniversary of the Bonn 

  Agreement between the Old Catholics and the  

  Church of England

Oct. 30 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Nov. 13 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Service

Nov. 19 (Sat) 10.30 Annual Bazaar

Nov.23 (Wed) 18.30 Church Council



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




