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This month’s cover shows a detail of an 
altarpiece by Jan van Eyck on the Adoration 
of the Lamb. The Chaplain referred to this 
painting, that he saw recently on a visit to 
Ghent, Belgium, in his sermon on 6 March.
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Judy

The past couple of months must have tested the 
faith of all but the strongest believers in several 

countries across the world. The rest of us are at a 
loss  to know which nations should receive first prior-
ity in our prayers. Anyone who, like me, has visited 
Christchurch in New Zealand’s South Island—I at-
tended a wonderful Evensong in the cathedral—would 
have sympathized deeply with the people of New 
Zealand, still reeling (figuratively and literally) from 
the shock of a major earthquake last September. The 
latest disaster on 22 February caused extensive and 
largely irreparable damage to a once beautiful city. 
While New Zealand and its people were uppermost 
in our minds, our television screens brought into our 
living rooms the horror of what amounts to a civil 
war on the other side of the Mediterranean. We saw 
thousands fleeing for their lives, others wounded or 
dying in hospital, atrocities that have no place in a 
civilized twenty-first century. While we were digest-
ing all this, we learned of the major earthquake that 
had rocked Japan; an hour later we heard the dreaded 
word “tsunami” that brought back memories of Boxing 
Day 2004, and a few days later, the biggest potential 
threat of all in terms of human health and life: the 
risk of radioactive contamination from the country’s 
damaged nuclear reactors. If it is difficult for us to 
grasp the enormity of the tragedy that has hit Japan, I 
cannot imagine what it must be like for those survivors 
who have lost their families, homes and entire towns.

As Christians, we will doubtless be asked the question 
“What sort of God lets these things happen?”. As yet, 
I have no answer. As Easter approaches, however, I 
recall that as Christ was suffering on the cross, he was 
mocked by the crowds asking him “If you are the Son 
of God, why can’t you save yourself?”. Perhaps the 
next few weeks will afford each of us an opportunity 
to reflect on these questions, to seek and find an 
answer. In any event, I wish you and your families a 
joyful and peaceful Easter.
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The dating of the 
gospels has al-

ways been a pre-
carious undertak-
ing. With sufficient 
diligence you could 
write a doctoral 

thesis on the many 
theories that exist and 
probably add a new slant 
or two yourself. 

When I was training for 
the priesthood at theo-
logical college in Chichester, Eng-
land, the agreed scholarly dating 
for St John’s gospel was late. Bishop 
John Robinson, the author of a highly 
influential and popular book entitled 
Honest to God (popular because it 
popularised the insights of academic 
theology of the day which some 
found highly controversial) took a 
‘conservative’ but controversial view. 
He was not a man of easy consensus 
and seemingly was always ready to 
take up an unpopular cause. He did 
so by suggesting an early dating 
for St John’s gospel. His argument 
was essentially that John’s Gospel 
contained information unavailable 
to the other evangelists—informa-
tion that required in-depth and first 
hand knowledge. 

During a recent trip to Turkey, Lucille 
and I visited the ruins of the Greek 
city of Hierapolis (meaning sacred 
city). Hierapolis is situated next to 
the travertine terraces of Pamukkale 
(meaning cotton castle). In time the 

sacred city came to house the re-
mains of St Philip in an impressive 
octagonal building (martyrion). The 
ruins can still be visited today. The 
site chosen for the basilica affords 
an expansive view of the Taurus 
mountain range and the rich and 
fertile valley through which flows the 
river Lycus, a tributary of the river 
Meander from which we derive the 
verb to meander. 

Having visited the ruins of the 
martyrion, Lucille and I walked 
to the coach through the ancient 
sprawling necropolis (see photos) 
with its imposing graves some in the 
form of tumuli and but many more 
in the form of small mansions. I was 
reminded of a passage from St John’s 
gospel in which St Philip features. To 
me it seemed at that moment that 
Hierapolis was deliberately chosen 
by the Early Church to be the last 
resting place for St Philip’s earthly 
remains. The passage to which I am 
referring is taken from what Bible 
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scholars call St John’s 
The Farewell Discourse 
(see John 13.31-14.41). 
The passage begins 
with Simon Peter asking 
Jesus, ‘Where are you 
going?’ The necropolis 
invited me to place Jesus’ 
answer into this ancient 
manmade setting. You 
will be familiar with 
Jesus’ reply because it 
is from a Gospel often 
read at funerals. ‘Let your 
hearts not be troubled; believe 
in God, believe also in me! In my 
Father’s house are many rooms; if it 
were not so, would ‘I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you?’ 
Jesus will go on to say, ‘I am the way, 
the truth and the life’. 

The whole passage has particular 
significance in a place set aside for 
our mortal remains. The exchange 
ends with Philip asking Jesus, ‘Show 
us the father and we shall be satis-
fied?’ Through Jesus men and women 

the world over have come to see God 
the Father and they have not only 
believed, but lived. They have come 
to realise in the immortal words of 
Archbishop Michael Ramsey that, 
‘God is Christlike and in Him there is 
no unChristlikeness at all.’ They have 
come to hope for life in all its full-
ness. Our eternal abiding place be-
cause of that first Easter morn is not 
the man-made tombs of Hierapolis, 
but the living God. ‘Earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust; in sure 
and certain hope of the Resurrec-

tion to eternal life, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’ The 
ruins of St Philip’s martyrion 
watch over the necropolis in 
Hierapolis and on a Febru-
ary day I was reminded of St 
Paul’s taunt, ‘Death where is 
now thy sting?’
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In the earliest centuries of the 
Church, newcomers to the Christian 

community were baptised at Easter. 
It seemed to be the obvious time to 
do it—Easter, the conquest of death, 
the beginning of new life—and so it 
was that it came to be the common 
practice for bishops, particularly, 
to baptise and anoint new believers 
at that great feast. But of course, 
believers had to be prepared for this 
event, prepared by instruction and 
prayer and self-denial. It was be-
lieved that self-denial—fasting and 
extra prayer—was something that, 
as it were, limbered you up, rather 
like doing exercises for some great 
race. It made you more spiritually 
mobile and agile. And so that period 
of preparation for baptism came to be 
associated with fasting, with prayer 
and with self-denial.

That’s how Lent began. A period 
where people were thinking about 
baptism, about the beginning of new 
life, whether literally as new converts 
to Christianity or—for the rest of the 
church—people wanting to renew 
that sense of commitment. And still, 
on Easter Eve, at this day people will 
renew their baptismal promises in a 
solemn service in church. But that 
also became associated very early on 
with the forty days that Jesus spent 
in the wilderness, fasting and praying 
and discovering what God was ask-
ing of him. In the Gospels we’re told 
that Jesus goes straight from his own 
baptism into the desert to confront 
the devil and to overcome tempta-
tion. And that forty days in the desert 

became a great image that controlled 
the sense of the pre-Easter fast, that 
pre-Easter preparation.

During this period, it became more 
and more common for churches to 
strip away some of the decoration, to 
make themselves look a bit simpler, a 
kind of outward manifestation of the 
inner stripping and the inner austerity 
that was going on. In the middle ages, 
in many English churches, the hang-
ings and the decorations in church 
were replaced with hangings of very 
coarse cloth or sackcloth. People 
would sometimes wear sackcloth and 
the beginning of Lent was marked by 
a ceremony where ash was placed 
on people’s heads in memory of their 
mortality: Ash Wednesday. ...

But it’s important to remember that 
the word ‘Lent’ itself comes from the 
old English word for ‘spring’. It’s not 
about feeling gloomy for forty days; 
it’s not about making yourself miser-
able for forty days; it’s not even about 
giving things up for forty days. Lent 
is springtime. It’s preparing for that 
great climax of springtime which is 
Easter—new life bursting through 
death.
 
As we prepare ourselves for Easter 
during these days, by prayer and by 
self-denial, what motivates us and 
what fills the horizon is not self-
denial as an end in itself, but trying to 
sweep and clean the room of our own 
minds and hearts so that the new life 
really may have room to come in and 
take over and transform us at Easter.

Lent: Not too late to join
Ex
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God so loved the World

In response to my request for a painting or drawing for Crossways, there 
was only one submission—but what a splendid one! Kingsley Onwumela, 
whose daughter will be baptised on 1 May, drew a picture on the theme “God 
so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life....” (John 3:16). Thank you, Kingsley!  
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PALM SUNDAY
Palm Sunday is one of the most 
important days on the church cal-
endar. It falls on the last Sunday of 
Lent—on 17 April this year—and 
marks the beginning of Holy Week. It 
commemorates the triumphal entry 
of Jesus into Jerusalem to celebrate 
the Passover. The gospels record the 
arrival of Jesus riding into the city 

on a donkey, while the crowds 
spread their cloaks and palm 

branches on the street 
and shouted 

“Hosanna to 
the Son of 
David” and 
“Blessed is 

he who comes 
in the name 
of the Lord” 
t o  h o n o u r 
Him as their 
long-awaited 
Messiah and 
King. 

The significance of Jesus riding a 
donkey on a street paved with palm 
branches is a fulfilment of a prophecy 
spoken by the prophet Zechariah 
(Zechariah 9:9). It was the custom in 
that region in biblical times for kings 
and nobles arriving in procession to 
ride on the back of a donkey. The 
donkey (or domesticated ass) was 
a symbol of peace; those who rode 
on a donkey proclaimed peaceful 
intentions. The laying of palm 
branches indicated that the king or 
dignitary was arriving in victory or 
triumph.
  
Palm Sunday was first celebrated 
in the Jerusalem Church during the 
late fourth century. The ceremony 
consisted of prayers, hymns and 
sermons recited by the clergy while 
the people moved among various 
holy sites throughout the city, the 
children bearing palm and olive 
branches. By the fifth century, 

A Quick Guide to Holy Week

The seven days between Palm Sunday and Easter Day constitute the most 
important week of the Christian year. The events that took place during that 
week are the cornerstone of the Christian faith and provide much of the 
material  used in our services. The individual components of the first “Holy 
Week” are, however, often overlooked in the search for the right candles 
to decorate the Easter dinner table or the chocolate eggs to be purchased 
for (and doubtless enjoyed by) the entire family. The following pages pro-
vide a few details of what happened two millennia ago. At Christ Church, 
you have the opportunity to sit in silent contemplation and prayer or sing 
your heart out, grieve the injustice of Christ’s crucifixion or rejoice in his 
resurrection, pray quietly at one of the vigils or join in joyful community 
prayers on Easter Sunday. However you like to spend Easter, make sure you 
share part of it with other members of the congregation at Christ Church. 
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Palm Sunday celebrations had 
spread as far as Constantinople. 
The procession through the city 
included the clergy, the laity as well 
as the emperor and his family. In 
the sixth and seventh centuries two 
new Palm Sunday traditions were 
introduced: the ritual blessing of 
the palms and a morning procession 
instead of an evening one. Adopted 
by the Western Church in the eighth 
century, the celebration received the 
name “Dominica in Palmis” or “Palm 
Sunday”. 

Palm Sunday at Christ Church 
begins with the blessing of the 
palms (weather permitting, in the 
garden) followed by a procession 
into church. Most people take the 
palms home and bring them back 
the following year so that they can 
be burned and their ashes used to 
mark the sign of the cross 
on people’s foreheads on 
Ash Wednesday.

Palm Sunday is an occa-
sion for reflecting on the 
final week of Jesus’ life. It 
is a time for Christians to 
prepare their hearts for the agony 
of His Passion and the joy of His 
Resurrection. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Maundy Thursday precedes Good 
Friday in Holy Week. It was on 
this day that Jesus celebrated the 
Passover with his disciples at the 
Last Supper when he foresaw his 

betrayal by Judas Iscariot. 
Maundy Thursday is as-
sociated with four events: 
the washing of the disciple’s 
feet by Jesus, the institution of the 
Holy Eucharist, the agony of Christ 
in the Garden of Gethsemane and 
Christ’s betrayal and arrest. The 
word “Maundy” is derived from 
the Latin word for “command” as 
in mandatum novum do vobis (a new 
commandment I give to you). At the 
Last Supper, Christ commanded his 
disciples to love each other as he 
loved them.

The custom during the time of 
Christ was for a servant to wash 
the feet of guests as they arrived for 
the Passover celebration. Since the 
disciples did not volunteer to wash 
each other’s feet, Jesus himself per-
formed the task so giving them an 

abject lesson in humility 
and service to others. 
The custom of washing 

feet is observed in many 
churches,  including 
Christ Church, in com-
memoration of Christ’s 

humility.  The celebrant 
washes the feet of twelve members 
of the congregation, representing the 
twelve disciples.

During the Last Supper, Christ took 
bread and wine and gave them to 
the disciples declaring that they 
were his body and blood. This has 
become the most fundamental of 
all Christian sacraments, the Holy 
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Eucharist.  After the Last Supper, 
Christ prayed with his disciples in 
the Garden of Gethsemane before 
his betrayal and subsequent arrest. 
At the Maundy Thursday liturgy, in 
Christ Church as in other churches, 
the communion is consecrated for 
Good Friday. 

GOOD FRIDAY
In the early hours of what we now 
celebrate as Good Friday, Christ was 
arrested in the Garden of Gethse-
mane, made to stand trial before 
Pontius Pilate. Pilate, we are told, 
saw no reason for Jesus’ sentenc-
ing and referred the matter to King 
Herod. Under pressure from the 
crowds, Pilate reluctantly finds Jesus 
guilty of inserrection and at the wish 
of the crowd, condemns him to a 
criminal’s death by crucifixion. At 
about the same time, Jesus’ closest 
disciple, Peter, three times denies 
his association with Christ. Jesus is 
made to carry a cross to Golgatha, 
or Calvary, where he is crucified 
together with two criminals. 

After some six hours, the skies turn 
dark and Christ is pronounced 
dead. At that moment, there 
is an earthquake and the 
curtain in the temple is 

ripped from top to bottom. 
Later that night, Joseph of 

Arimathea asked Pilate 
for the body of Jesus. His 
request was granted and 

he wrapped Jesus’ body 
in a linen cloth and laid it 

in a tomb that he had prepared for 
himself in a nearby garden.

In many Protestant churches, Good 
Friday observances begin at noon 
and last until 3 o’clock in the af-
ternoon. This coincides with the 
hours—according to the scriptures—
that Jesus was nailed to the cross. 
Services often include re-enactments 
of the Passion according to the Gos-
pel of John, processions of the Sta-
tions of the Cross, and the singing 
of appropriate hymns. Good Friday 
rituals and traditions are distinct 
from those of all other Church ob-
servances. The entire ceremony is 
sombre. Priests are dressed in black. 
The pulpit and the altar are bare, 
and no candles are lit. The purpose 
behind the solemnity is to create an 
awareness of grief over the sacrifice 
of God’s only begotten Son. 

At Christ Church, we hold an ecu-
menical service at 12.30, together 
with the congregations of other Eng-
lish-speaking churches in Vienna in-
cluding the Vienna English-speaking 
Roman Catholic Community (Fr. 
Kevin Soars and Angela Simek), the 
Vienna Community Church (Pastor 
Vladimir Strejcek), the English-
speaking United Methodist Church of 
Vienna (Pastor Laura Trent and Jerry 
Barton) and the Lutheran Church 
(Dorothea Haspelmath-Finatti). This 
year’s service will include “eye-wit-
ness” accounts from various people 
who were involved in the Passion 
of Christ. 



11

In Christ Church, there will be a 
Good Friday Liturgy at 18.00, using 
the sacraments blessed the previ-
ous day. There are four aspects to 
the service: the ministry of the word 
with the passion gospel, the prayers, 
the proclamation of the cross and 
the ministry of the sacraments. The 
last aspect of the service reminds us 
that God ministers to us even in our 
darkest hour.

HOLY SATURDAY
Holy Saturday (Latin: Sabbatum 
Sanctum) is the day between Good 
Friday and Easter. It is the last day 
of Holy Week and should not be 
confused with “Easter Saturday”, 
which is the first Saturday after 
Easter Sunday. 

Holy Saturday is the Lord’s day of 
rest, when Christ’s body lay in the 
tomb. We remind ourselves each 
time we recite the Apostle’s Creed, 
that Christ descended into hell. It is a 
day of suspense between two worlds, 
that of darkness, sin and death, and 
that of the Resurrection and the 
restoration of the Light of the World. 
Church services are suspended until 
the Easter Vigil begins in the late 
evening. The Holy Saturday vigil 
is considered the most important 
liturgy of the entire year.

At Christ Church, as in churches 
across the world, our vigil begins 
with the lighting of the fire in the 
garden and subsequent lighting of 
the Easter candle. As the Paschal 

candle is lit, the minister speaks the 
words “The light of Christ rises in 
glory, overcoming the darkness of 
sin and death”. Symbolically, this is 
the fire from which all light is ignited. 

Before lighting the candle from the 
new fire, the candle is inscribed 
with a cross, an alpha and omega, 
and the current year, reminding us 
that Christ is present among us now 
and throughout eternity. Five grains 
or five nails are sometimes pushed 
into the soft wax, representing the 
wounds of Christ. The following 
words traditionally accompany the 
inscribing: “Christ yesterday and 
today [cross], the beginning and 
the end [Alpha and Omega]. His 
are all times and ages; to Christ be 
glory and dominion, through end-
less ages.” 

We then make our way in proces-
sion to the darkened church where 
the Exsultet is sung and we sit and 
listen by candlelight to readings 
from the Old Testament preparing 
for the coming of Christ. Eventually, 
the bells are rung—in the case of 
Christ Church hand bells—marking 
the moment of the resurrection. We 
then celebrate communion in joy. 
The service includes the first use of 
the word alleluia since the beginning 
of Lent as well as the first Eucharist 
of Easter. The Paschal candle is used 
during baptisms, funerals and other 
special occasions during the year, 
reminding us of Christ’s victory over 
sin and death.
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EASTER DAY
For many Christians the world over, 
Holy Week is a more “religious” oc-
casion than Christmas, with fewer 
commercial trappings, and those 
that do exist—the Easter Bunny 
and the significance of Easter eggs, 
for example—have their origins in 
pagan celebrations of the spring 
equinox that date back long before 
the birth of Christ. 

The egg was traditionally a symbol 
of fertility and new beginnings, a 
belief which was adopted by Chris-
tian followers who used the egg to 
represent their Saviour’s resurrec-
tion. Many Christians prefer to use 
the term “Commemoration of the 
Resurrection of Christ” in preference 
to “Easter”, that derives from the 
word for a pagan festival.

Accounts in the Bible of what hap-
pened on Easter Day do not entirely 
coincide on the finer details, but the 

basic facts are the 
same. Very early 
in the morning, a 
number of wom-
en, led by Mary 

Magdalene, visited 
the tomb where 
the body of Jesus 
had been laid af-
ter his crucifixion 
and found that 
the heavy stone 

sealing the entrance of 
the cave had been removed, 

and the cave itself was empty. 

St. Matthew de-
scribes the 
a p p e a r -
ance of an 
angel, who 
rolled back 
the  s tone 
and invited 
the women to 
inspect the tomb 
for themselves. Shortly 
after this discovery, Jesus ap-
peared and requested that news of 
his resurrection be given to Peter and 
the other apostles. When the women 
told the disciples of the appearance 
of Christ, they were not believed and 
Peter and John came to the tomb to 
see for themselves that it was empty.

Throughout the day, the risen Christ 
appears to different people in a 
number of places: to St. Peter, to 
two men on the road to Emmaeus, 
to a group of disciples in Jerusalem, 
where he had to show them his 
pierced hands before they could 
believe it was him.  

Churches throughout the world cel-
ebrate the resurrection of Christ with 
particularly joyful services and the 
singing of traditional Easter hymns. 
The service at Christ Church on 
Easter Day is in strong contrast to 
the contemplative evening services 
on the preceding three days. It is 
also an occasion when those who 
do not come to Christ Church on a 
regular basis, join the congregation. 
See you there!
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History was made for Anglican-
ism in Ljubljana last month. For 

the first time, a Church of  England 
bishop paid an official visit to Slove-
nia; for the first time the small but 
growing expatriate congregation of 
Ljubljana received episcopal minis-
try. The Rt. Revd. Geoffrey Rowell, 
Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe, flew 
in on Ash Wednesday afternoon.  
He preached and presided at the 
Eucharist and Ashing that evening, 
and met an enthusiastic congrega-
tion of some two dozen.

The next day was given over to vis-
its, ecumenical and otherwise. The 
first stop was at the archiepiscopal 
palace, where Bishop Geoffrey was 
graciously received by the Arch-
bishop of Ljubljana, the Most Revd. 
Anton Stres, and his suffragan. We 
then returned to the Lutheran Church 
to meet the pastors. The Lutherans 
are generous hosts to the Anglican 
community, lend-
ing us their hall 
on Sunday morn-
ings, and joining 
us once a year for 
a joint service.

Bishop Geoffrey 
visited the Brit-
ish and Interna-
tional School of 
Ljubljana, only a 
few years old but 
growing rapidly and already central 
to Slovene expatriate life. There he 
met with an intense and intelligent 
group of sixth-formers to discuss 
“Faith and the future: Christianity in 
Europe: a perspective from a travel-
ling bishop”. A change of gear, and 
he joined the preschoolers to talk 
to them and read them a story (see 
picture).

If you happen to be in Slovenia, 
do bear in mind that we meet at 
11.15 on the second Sunday of each 
month. More details of our services 
are available at our website: www.
anglican.si. Visitors are always 
cordially welcome.

by R
evd. R

ichard M
ajor

The Bishop comes to Ljubljana

The Bishop’s visit coincided with the 80th 
birthday of reader Barbara Ryder
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Faith Schultze was so firmly 
entwined in the fabric of Christ 

Church that her physical absence 
from church—for the past 18 or so 
months she was bedridden follow-
ing a stroke—did little to reduce the 
strength of her presence among us. 
Such was her dedication to, and in-
volvement in, the life of our church, 
that we can still see her seated 
next to the aisle in her usual pew, 
elegantly clad and immaculately 
turned out. 

She possessed a very regal grace, 
reminiscent of the late Queen Moth-
er, a grace that went beyond her 
physical appearance. And in com-
mon with many members of the 
Royal Family, for whom she had the 
deepest admiration and respect, her 
life was one of service to others. Duty 

played an important role in her life: 
first, as an officer in the Women’s 
Royal Naval Service, later as a Visa 
Officer in Bern, Tel Aviv and Vienna, 
then as Office Manager for Radio 
Free Europe, where she worked 
closely with refugees from eastern 
Europe. The last 20 years of her 
career were with OPEC, where her 
ability to work with, and understand, 
people from a range of nationalities 
and backgrounds, stood her in good 
stead. 

Faith’s commitment to Christ Church 
was given full rein after her retire-
ment in 1985. She served on the 
Church Council and took her turn 
on the coffee rota. An avid reader 
and former librarian, she assumed 
responsibility for the book stalls at 
the annual Church Bazaar and took 

True Faith
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her turn regularly in the Church 
Shop. Her interest in books, coupled 
with her innate hospitality, led her 
to host several literary evenings at 
her flat on the Prinz-Eugen-Strasse. 
One particularly successful event 
was a fund-raising evening where 
one of Faith’s friends, an Austrian 
professor of literature, gave a talk on 
“Genteel spinsters, smart ladies and 
female sleuths”.

Faith had a spunky personality and 
was not afraid to speak out, espe-
cially for those unable to speak for 
themselves. As she grew older her-
self, she continued to visit the sick 
and those whom old age had treated 
less kindly than it had treated her, 
until her stroke. Back in 1986, she 
joined a small team trying to intro-
duce hospice care in Austria. Faith’s 
task was the difficult job of mobiliz-
ing funds. She was delighted when 
the first hospice was established 
on the Rennweg. She continued her 
involvement as part of the home-
care team.

Besides her Christ Church family, 
Faith was immensely proud of her 
own family, in particular her son 
Teddy and grandson, Alexander, 
both of whom were baptised at 
Christ Church. 

Faith maintained high standards for 
herself and hoped—but didn’t al-
ways expect—to see those reflected 
in the behaviour of others. She liked 
to see people dress appropriately 

for church, and particularly admired 
the colourful, smart national dress 
of some of the African members of 
the congregation. While she was not 
prepared to compromise her own 
standards, her mind was sufficiently 
wide enough to recognise, if 
not embrace, a move towards 
greater casualness in dress.

I n  a n  i n t e r v i ew  w i t h 
Crossways in 2007 (issue no. 
16), Faith confessed that 
the guiding principle 
in her life was “Do 
unto others as you 
would have others 
do unto you”. If she 
received even half 
of what she gave, in 
terms of our love, respect 
and admiration, then she 
must have died a happy 
woman.
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The annual march of Silent Witness and Service for Persecuted Christians is on 
Friday 8 April. The meeting point is outside the Staatsoper at 16.15 hours. The 
service will be followed by a lecture given by the Vicar General of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Enugu in Nigeria. The title of the talk is: “Nigeria, Christians 
are becoming strangers in their own land.” 

The next meeting of the Reading Group is on Thursday, 14 April at 19.00 after 
Evening Prayer. We will be discussing Noah’s Compass by Anne Tyler. One re-
viewer observes, ‘Tyler focuses on the mundane, on the tiny details of ordered 
lives lived on the brink of disruption, on the tensions between what is said and 
what is meant. (The Observer, 16.08.09)

Richard Lammiman and Patrick Curran are teaming up again to present an 
evening of classical guitar music with meditations after the resounding endorse-
ment of their first such collaboration. The music on that occasion was written 
by Heitor Villa-Lobos. This time Richard has chosen a piece entitled Sakura 
(meaning cherry blossom). Sakura is a traditional Japanese folk song depicting 
spring, the season of cherry blossom. Yukihiro Yoko, a classical guitarist, made 
an arrangement for his instrument, a theme with variations, in which he uses 
different guitar techniques to imitate the sound of the koto (a Japanese stringed 
musical instrument). Christ Church, Friday, 6 May at 19.00. 

Bishop David Hamid, our suffragan bishop, is coming to Vienna for the weekend 
of the 14/15 May to confirm the following: Florian Agu, Sarah Beyer, Matthew 
Earwicker, Georgina England, Erik Hanneman, Emily Heaman-Dunn, James 
and William Klein, Pavla Kusa, Mark Lagasan, Isaac Nwankwere, John Rowat 
and Sukol Tushe. 

On Saturday evening there will be a bring-and-share at which Bishop Hamid 
will talk about women’s ministry in the light of legislation that is coming to the 
General synod regarding women in the episcopate. 

The Revd Aileen Hackl has organised a lecture series after Easter to mark the 
400th anniversary of the King James Version of the Bible. Speakers will be the 
Drs. Sharon Hamilton and Jutta Henner (Austrian Bible Society), Matthew Ear-
wicker, Jady Koch, Patrick Curran and Laura Fairburn. The lecture series  begins 
on Tuesday, 3 May and concludes on 14 June.
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At the beginning of Lent, a small group began saying Evening Prayer on Thurs-
day evenings at 18.15. The service is being led by a team of people and takes 
about thirty minutes.  We use the modern form which gives shape to the dif-
ferent seasons of the year. You will find the order of service in the Daily Prayer 
edition. The last service will be on Thursday, 10 June

Christ Church is a regular participant in the Long Night of the Churches. On 
Friday, 27 May, we will be opening the doors of our church and church centre 
once again to welcome enquirers and fellow Christians into our sacred space. 
This year we are concentrating on the King James Version of the Bible (as we 
are making the 400th anniversary of its authorisation), the glories of the English 
church music tradition and the top seven English hymns. We need your help on 
the evening to welcome visitors, to help with the catering and to enjoy with the 
members of Christ Church a very worthwhile shop window onto our church.

Dr Gerda Davy has kindly helped us to organize an afternoon visit to the 
Wotruba church on Saturday 21 May, 1600. She is a member of the church. 
The Wotruba church is a unique modern church building modelled on plans by 
the Austrian sculptor Franz Wotruba. Please see the next issue of Crossways 
for further information

Please note that there is a regular Sunday morning Bible Study at Christ Church 
led by Claus Vogl in the church office. Enquirers are always welcome - no ob-
ligation. Please contact Claus for further information.

There is a change in the closing line we read after a Lesson, which hitherto has 
been “This is the word of the Lord”. From now on the final sentence is: “Hear 
what the Spirit is saying to the churches”. This will be printed at the end of 
the readings and regular lesson readers have been informed of the change. For 
further questions about the change, please consult the Chaplain.
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The Chaplain is arranging a pil-
grimage/study tour to the Holy 

Land, during next year’s “Energiefer-
ien” in February 2012, in cooperation 
with Biblische Reisen Österreich. The 
number of places is limited and first 
priority will, of course, be given to 
members of the congregation. Great 
interest was shown in the trip at a re-
cent slide show and talk for prospec-
tive pilgrims given by the Chaplain. 
For those who were unable to attend 
(or for those who didn’t take notes!), 
the following itinerary may serve to 
whet the appetite. Those wishing to 
sign up for the trip should contact 
the Church Office by email (office@
christchurchvienna.org) or by phone 
01-714 8900). For any questions, 
please speak to the Chaplain.

Day 1 (Sunday, 5 February)
Depart Vienna for Tel Aviv on Aus-
trian Airlines flight OS 857 at 10.30. 
Arrive at 14.55 and transfer by coach 
to the Sea of Galilee where we book 
into our hotel for three nights. 

Day 2 (Monday, 6 February) 
Sea of Galilee (Lake Tiberias/Lake 
of Genneserath*)
Drive first to the Mount of Beatitudes 
where the Sermon on the Mount 
is commemorated and then down 
to Tabgha (traditional site of the 
multiplication of loaves and fishes): 
Church of the Multiplication, Church 
of St Peter, and the landing place of 
the fishermen. This is followed by a 
boat trip across the Sea of Galilee. 
Continue to Capernaum, the ‘city of 

Jesus’ with synagogue and Peter’s 
house church. We continue over the 
Golan Heights to Banas, Caesarea 
Philippi of the New Testament and 
on to one of the sources of the River 
Jordan. Return to base via the Hule 
Valley.

Day 3 (Tuesday, 7 February)
Meggido-Acco-Safed
Visit Megiddo, the Armageddon of 
the Book of Revelation. Walking tour 
of the twenty layered archaeologi-
cal mound with pre-Christian altar.  
Continue to Acco. Walk around the 
old city whose Crusaders’ buildings 
still shape it (legend of the Austrian 
flag Leopold V of Austria). Return trip 
via Upper Galilee stopping at Safed, 
the city of Jewish mysticism. 

Day 4 (Wednesday, 8 February) 
Nazareth-Mount Tabor–Jerusalem
Drive to Nazareth. Tour of the Greek-
Orthodox Church of St Gabriel. 
Walking tour of the city including a 
visit to the Church of the Annuncia-
tion and the Church of St Joseph. On 
to Mount Tabor the traditional site 
for the commemoration of the Trans-
figuration. Taxi drive up to the plain 
of Jezreel with its panoramic views. 

Passing the Gilboa mountain range 
and through the valley of Jordan, we 
make our way to the place of baptism 
(next to Jericho) where Jesus’ bap-
tism by John is commemorated.,then 
through the Judean desert to Jerusa-
lem. First sighting of the Holy City 
from the Mount of Olives.

Destination Holy Land
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 Day 5 (Thursday, 9 February) 
West Wall-Yad Yeshem-Bethlehem
Walk to the West Wall (Wailing Wall 
and Bar Mitzvah) and the Temple 
Mount with a tour of the Rock of the 
Dome and the Al Aksa Mosque (Jew-
ish-Christian-Muslim Holy Place). 
Both of these buildings can only be 
viewed from the outside. Afterwards 
we drive to Yad Vashem (Shoah me-
morial). Walking tour of the complex 
includes the Street of the Righteous, 
the Children’s Memorial, and the 
Valley of the Communities. In the 
afternoon we drive to Bethlehem to 
visit the Church of the Nativity and 
the Shepherd’s Field in Beit Sahur 
as well as the Caritas Baby Hospital. 

Day 6 (Friday, 10 February) 
Dead Sea-Masada-Qumran
Drive through the Judean desert to 
the Dead Sea and on to Masada,  
King Herod’s rock fortress that we 
reach by cable car. View the walls, 
palaces, storage rooms, bathing 
rooms and the Byzantine chapel. 
Afterwards there is an opportunity 
to bathe in the Dead Sea. Passing 
the oasis of En Gedi, we will make 
our way to Qumran. Tour of the ruins 
with a view of the caves in which the 
Dead Sea scrolls were found. Return 
to Jerusalem.

Day 7 (Saturday, 1 February) 
Mount of Olives–Via Dolorosa
Drive to the Mount of Olives with 
panoramic view of Jerusalem in the 
morning light followed by a visit to 
the mosque of the Ascension, the 

Paternoster Church and the chapel 
of Dominus Flevit (the Lord cried). 
We walk to the Mount of Olives to 
see Gethsemane and the Church of 
the Nations. Afterwards we make our 
way to the pool of Bethsaida and St 
Anne’s (one of the most beautiful 
Crusader churches). On to the Via 
Dolorosa with a short stop at the 
Austrian Hospice. We walk through 
the Jewish quarter to Christian Zion 
with a visit to St Peter’s Gallicantu 
with the Roman steps leading down 
to the Kidron valley.

Day 8 (Sunday, 12 February) 
Christian Zion–New City-Departure
 
Drive to Christian Zion to visit the 
Upper Room (the Cenacle), the Tomb 
of David (possibly a first century 
synagogue or church) and the Abbey 
of Hagia Maria Zion. Drive on to the 
New City. Visit the Israel Museum 
(Shrine of the Book) and view the 
model of Jerusalem at the time of 
Jesus. Proceed to Tel Aviv airport to 
catch a 15.55 flight back to Vienna, 
arriving at 18.55.



22



The Vienna Woods usually 
conjure up images of summer 

hikes, Heurige and sought-after 
residential areas located in a beautiful 
landscape, the latter immortalized by 
the waltz of Johann Strauß Sohn. 
Since 2009, world-class science is 
happening in the village of Maria 
Gugging. A tour of the Institute of 
Science and Technology Austria 
(IST Austria) on 30 April, especially 
organized for members of the Christ 
Church congregation, offers an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
Institute and its work.

IST Austria is dedicated to basic 
research and graduate education in 
natural and mathematical sciences. 
It is set to become a world-class 
research centre offering, by 2016, 
an international, state-of-the-art 
environment for approximately 500 
scientists and doctoral students. At 
the end of 2010, twelve research 
groups were at work on campus, 
and four additional professors are 
scheduled to arrive in the first half 
of 2011.
 
The tour will lead us through the 
buildings, the auditorium, labs (if 

available) and the park, introducing 
the present and the future of the 
research institute but also touching 
on aspects of the past of the 
compound as a psychiatric hospital. 
The schedule for our campus tour on 
30 April is as follows:

14.00: Arrival at IST Austria Campus 
either by car (Klosterneuburg, B14 to
Tulln, turn right at first roundabout 
in Maria Gugging, about 30 minutes 
from the city centre) or by bus (no. 
239 every 30 min from the U4 Heili-
genstadt on the hour and half-hour 
to “IST Austria” bus stop). Our meet-
ing point is in front of the lecture hall 
(or in the foyer if raining). 

16.00: Guided tour of Art/Brut 
Center Gugging, one of Europe’s 
leading museums for Art Brut. There 
is an extra cost for entry and tour of 
around €7 per person.

17.00: Official end of the tour. Those 
who wish, will have an opportu-
nity to take a 20 minute walk to the 
Redlinger Hütte for refreshments. 

If you would like to join us, please 
register with the Church Office.

Technology Tour
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The Bring and Share Quiz Night, 
held at the home of Philip and 

Sally Reading on 4 March, was a 
particularly enjoyable occasion. 
The warm hospitality of our hosts, 
the intriguing questions, the great 
company and—as far as the team I 
was privileged to be on—successful 
results, all contributed to making it 
an evening to remember.

Six rather raucous teams of four 
people, apart from one rather bright 
threesome that came in second, 
frantically scribbled the answers to 
51 questions ranging from “What 
colour is a Black Box?” (orange) 
to “How many psalms are there?” 
(150). We were full of admiration 
at the breadth and ingenuity of the 
questions, painstakingly devised by 
our hosts. Not surprisingly, opinions 
among team-members were some-
times divided, and when the answers 
were read out by our hosts, there 
were shrieks of “I told you it was ...” 
or “Why didn’t you listen to me?”. 

It was all good-hearted fun and the 
scores were remarkably close. The 
winning foursome “The All Brits” 
comprising Patrick Curran (much 
needed for the psalm question!), 
Anne Hope, Sanjeewa Wickramasin-
ghe (my son-in-law) and yours truly 
just scraped into first place ahead 
of Helen Steiner, Roberta Ofczarek 
and Ian McEwen, living proof that 
four heads are not necessarily better 
than three! We all look forward to the 
next occasion. 

Our quiz-masters, Philip and Sally, had a hard job getting us to 
keep quiet during the reading of questions

Two Patricks making sure that the brain cells were adequately 
fuelled to meet the challenge

The All-Brits were just first past the post

Who, What, Why or When?
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The Rev.  Brian Attwell,  who died 
on 30 October 2010 aged only 

65, was known to many in Christ 
Church Vienna through his visits 
to Vienna and through his work 
as preacher,  nurse and orphanage 
founder in Lima, Peru. His work was 
for many years supported by dona-
tions from the congregation of Christ 
Church out of the sharing budget. 
Those attending the annual Christ-
mas Carol Sing-along will be familiar 
with the name “Brian Atwell”, whose 
orphanage was for several years the 
recipient of a special collection taken 
during the sing-along. 

Revd. Atwell was a single-minded 
Scot who dedicated the best part of 
his life to saving abandoned children 
in the slums of the Peruvian capital. 
He was born in Inverness,  the son 
of a Canadian father, Stanley Attwell, 
and a Scots mother, Margaret. Edu-
cated at the city’s Central School and 
the Technical High School, he spent 
a short time in the motor trade be-

fore training as a psychiatric nurse.  
While working at Inverness Royal 
Infirmary he met Betty, a young 
Peruvian woman on a scholarship 
to study in Scotland. It was love at 
first sight. She was doing her nurs-
ing and midwifery training and they 
married two years later at Inverness 
Free North Church. After a couple of 
visits to Peru, where he was moved 
by the poverty in the shanty towns 
they resolved to return permanently. 

But it was a long haul, working in 
their spare time and on their days 
off, saving every penny they could 
while bringing up their two children. 
The family moved to Berwick-upon-
Tweed where Brian attended the 
Lebanon Bible College and preached 
in various churches.  By the early 
1980s, he was determined to raise 
the cash to go to Peru to start 
working in the slums. Originally he 
intended to build a church. He sent 
a  circular to many organizations 
and a copy came to the Ealing Road 
Baptist Church in Brentford, Mid-
dlesex. Betty and he formed a mis-
sion there to raise funds and church 
member Ray Spencer helped to set 
up a committee to support them. It 
was the start of their St. Andrew’s 
Evangelical Mission. 

Brian was inducted at the Ealing 
Road Baptist Church in 1983 and 
in October that year the family left 
Berwick on a one-way ticket for 
Peru, where the children attended 
school and Betty and he began work 

The Life and Work of Brian Attwell
by

 M
an

fr
ed

 R
ei

te
r



25

in the Pueblos Jovenes slums around 
Lima. They set up a soup kitchen and 
craft workshops providing gardening 
equipment, to allow residents to do 
gardening for the city’s wealthy, and 
sewing machines for the women to 
make items to sell on market stalls.  

In 1986 they somehow raised the 
necessary cash to buy a property 
that was formerly a retirement home 
for British expats. Hogar San Andrès 
[St. Andrew’s Children’s Home] was 
a neglected, rambling old house at 
Chosica around 60 kms outside Lima 
on the road to the Andes. But the 
property was away from the smog 
and the dangers of the Shining Path 
rebels and Brian set about improving 
it, installing dormitories and showers 
and doing much of the work himself. 
Although the orphanage runs on a 
shoestring he rejected child-spon-
soring schemes because, he would 
say, “only the nice-looking kids get 
sponsored and people lose interest 
after a  while, but the children still 
need feeding and clothing day in 
and day out”.  

At first, the home catered for only a 
handful of children but soon people 
were knocking on the  doors seek-
ing refuge for abandoned babies and 
orphans, many suffering disease and 
severe malnutrition. Some had never 
had proper food and others had to 
be given a name because their true 
identity was unknown. Over the 
years some were adopted and oth-
ers reunited with extended families. 

Initially to support the orphanage, 
Brian would return to the UK and 
Europe once a year for a few weeks, 
visiting churches in order to raise 
funds. This was also how we met 
him in Vienna. Today Hogar San 
Andrès is supported by the mission 
which is a registered charity in Lon-
don. It looks after 35 children, has 
a medical clinic and a day centre for 
the children of poor families. 

While Brian and his wife faced a 
daily struggle to manage finances, 
Brian also battled ill health, suffer-
ing hepatitis, dysentery and angina. 
In 1993 he had a double bypass 
operation in London, paid for by a 
benefactor and was subsequently 
fitted with a pacemaker. Nonethe-
less, his health deteriorated and in 
October last year, he died of heart 
and liver failure in hospital in Lima. 
He is survived by Betty and their 
children Susan and Steven.

The Children’s Home will continue 
to be administered by Betty Attwell. 
The next project is to start a primary 
school in the grounds of the house 
that would enable children from 
the nearby shanty town to receive 
an education. Some classrooms are 
complete and are now being fur-
nished. Everyone in Chosica feels 
sure that Rev. Brian Attwell would 
wish them to continue his work.  

Sources: The Herald; Letters from Ray 
Spencer, Hon. Secretary, St. Andrews 
Evangelical Mission.
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Whilst at an Ayurveda 
Centre In November last 

year, Isolde Pezet and I visited 
the Happy Childrens’s Home, 
an orphanage set in a coconut 
plantation near Trivandrum 
in Kerala, India. It houses ten 
boys between the ages of seven 
and ten who have been brought 
up with selfless devotion by a 
priest of a Protestant group of 
churches, William Yesudas,  with the 
help of his wife. They also look after 
an additional home with eight girls. 

Yesudas himself spent his early life 
in an orphanage in Kerala. In 2007,  
he set up the church and orphanage 
and had it accredited by the local 
government. He lives there with his 
wife and two of his own sons. Many 
of the children have been brought 
in after traumatic experiences. Two 
young children had watched their 
desperate mother burn herself to 
death in order to escape from an 
alcoholic husband.
 
The small cluster of houses offers the 
bare necessities in way of furnishing, 
but is spotlessly clean. The largest 
room is the church hall, which serves 
as the dormitory for the youngsters, 
and classes take place in the dining-
room. There is a bathroom and 
lavatory. Lighting is minimal.

The teaching seems to be effective;  
we were impressed to hear a seven-
year-old read a section of the Acts of 
the Apostles at high speed, but in the 

local language. The older children 
attend a nearby school.

It is difficult to see how Yesudas  
manages to keep going. He simply 
refuses to be defeated. We were 
shown the accounts for the past two 
years, which are regularly checked 
by official inspectors. Obviously food 
and clothing are the main expenses. 
The orphanage receives no money 
from the local government and previ-
ous sponsors stopped their support 
after three years.

The home is doing a wonderful 
job, but there will be no future for 
these youngsters if the orphanage 
fails. Yesudas has explained that 
he desperately needs funding and, 
at the same time, teaching materi-
als, including books in English, and 
lighting. We have asked the Church 
Sharing Committee to add the Happy 
Children’s Home to the list of chari-
ties we support, and we hope to 
organise a fund-raising event in the 
near future. Yesudas would welcome 
a visit if any members of our church 
were in the neighbourhood.

In Need of a Helping Hand
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11 February, Mark Leslie Carman Cole at the Gersthofer 
Friedhof. Memorial Service at Christ Church

9 March, Faith Schultze at the Klosterneuburg-Weidling 
Friedhof. Memorial Service at Christ Church on 18 
March 2011

16 March, James Smith Rooke at the church Zum Heili-
gen Kreuz, Grinzing

17 March, Sonja Krallert-Wilke at the Zentralfriedhof

From the Church Registers

Harmony Osazenomwan Ekhator on 6 March 2011

O thou who seest all things below
Grant that thy servants may go slow,
That they may study to comply
With regulations till they die

Teach us, O Lord, to reverance
Committees more than common sense,
Impress our minds to make us plan ...
But pass the baby when we can.

And when the tempter seeks to give
Us feelings of initiative
Or when, alone, we go too far,
Chastise us with a circular.

Mid war and tumult, fire and storms,
Strengthen us, we pray, with forms,
Then will they servants ever be
A flock of perfect sheep to thee.

Tatiana Hartzell is one of our longest-standing parishioners, who sang 
in the Christ Church choir in the 1950s. She still comes to church regu-

larly, often accompanied by her daughter, Melanie, son-in-law John and 
grandchildren Stella and Timmy. She recently came across the following 
poem, penned by her father, Thomas Preston, an accomplished musician 
and diplomat in Her Majesty’s Service and thought it might amuse the many 
Crossways readers who work as national or international civil servants 
in Austria.  

Hymn for Government officers and civil servants
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Dates for your Diary

April 3 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist – Mothering Sunday
April 3 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
April 14 (Thurs) 19.00 Reading Group: Noah’s Compass by Anne Tyler
April 21 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy
April 22 (Fri) 12.30 Ecumenical Service
 18.00 Good Friday Liturgy
April 23 (Sat) 21.00 Easter VigilApril 24 (Sun)
April 24 (Sun)  08.00 Said Eucharist 
 10.00 Sung Eucharist
April 27 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
April 30 (Sat) 14.00 Visit to Institute of Science and Technology 
  Austria Campus (Oliver Lehmann)
May 1 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
May 4 (Weds) 18.00 Church Council Meeting
May 6 (Fri) 19.00 Guitar and Meditation: Lammimann/Curran (tbc)
May 7 (Sat) 16.00 Licensing Budapest
May 14 (Sat) 16.00 Practice for confirmation
 18.00 Discussion on ‘Women in Ministry’ & bring and  
  share 
May 15 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation – Bishop David Hamid
 18.00 Six O’clock service with Bp.David
May 18 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
May 21 (Sat) 16.00 Wotrubakirche, guided tour, Dr Gerda Davy
May 22 (Sun) 18.00 Six O’clock Service and Laying-on of hands
May 27 (Fri) 18.30 Lange Nacht der Kirchen
June 4 (Sat) 10.30 Council quiet day
June 5 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
June 8 (Weds) 19.00 Ministry Committee
June 9 (Thurs) 17.00 Ecumenical Forum of Christian Women in Austria
June 12 (Sun)  Pentecost Bonfire in Himberg
June 15 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
June 17-19  Retreat at Stift Göttweig: Revd Richard Carter
June 25 (Sat)  Barbeque at the Ratcliffes’
Aug. 27 (Sat)  Parish Outing
Sept. 17 (Sat)  Youth and Family Retreat
Sept. 22-25  Archdeaconry Synod

    DATE    TIME       EVENT



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, jaurèsgasse 12




