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The Christingle service on 18 December was 
a welcome occasion for the very youngest 
members of our community to enjoy church 
without an admonishing “shhhhh” from 
parents or other members of the congregation!
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Judy

I don’t know about anyone else, but over the past 
few months I have heard of one death after another 

... friends, friends of friends and friends of friends of 
friends. Life is, of course, a circle and death a natural, 
and, for some, welcome step into what we Christians 
think of as the next life. It is also obvious that the 
longer one lives, the older one gets, along with one’s 
parents, relatives, friends and (former) colleagues. Yet 
I feel we are, on the whole, spectacularly unprepared 
and ill-equipped to deal with our own death or the 
loss of a loved one. People enroll in courses to learn 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, in case they happen 
to be walking in the woods and see a jogger keel over 
and take classes in time management, to learn how to 
cram just a little bit more into each day. They also sign 
up for origami, knitting dolls’ clothes, hoola-hooping, 
ice-sculpting, bookbinding, beer-making etc., to equip 
themselves with essential skills for life! And yet, to 
my knowledge, there are few if any courses on death. 
One might of course wonder who would be qualified to 
teach such a course. Personally, I would immediately 
nominate the staff of hospices, those caring for the 
very old, the very sick or the very handicapped, all 
those who have accompanied others in their final 
years, months or days. Their warmth, compassion 
and respect towards their charges could serve as an 
example to the rest of us. So many times, one hears 
that they were able to make the completion of the 
circle a dignified and peaceful process. Expectant 
mothers have a birth plan, the more organized among 
us have a life plan, but how many of us have a death 
plan? Perhaps this is something we could consider at 
one of the future Tuesday evening Soundings sessions. 

In the meantime and on the assumption that most of 
us will be here to read the next issue of Crossways, 
may I ask for contributions to the magazine. I would 
particularly like to hear from those who have left 
Vienna as well as from newcomers to our community. 
If you would like to discuss your contribution, please 
send me an email or phone me. 
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A few years ago, the Church 
of England authorized a 

set of alternative collects for 
use on Sundays, realizing that 
the collects can be demanding 
for those unaccustomed to 
the traditional language of the 

Church. Recently I had an occasion 
to use one of these collects. The 
petition that particularly struck 
me was “give us courage”. Yes, we 
need courage to speak the truth, to 
hunger for justice and, above all, to 
suffer for the cause of right. When 
we review our lives, as we are called 
to do in preparation for each and 
every service of Holy Communion 
and especially during Advent and 
Lent, we can pinpoint times when 
courage was sorely lacking.  

Courage in The Wizard of Oz means 
to act in the face of fear. One of the 
New Testament messages, a message 
that ushers in Jesus’ ministry and 
concludes it, is the request not to be 
afraid. The faith that embraces us 
emboldens us for action. All around 
us there are situations for which 
we need courage: in the church, 
in the family, amongst friends and 
colleagues. Sometimes it is not 
only these relationships for which 
we require courage, but also the 
structures in which we are enfolded 
need to be challenged and this 
too requires courage. The courage 
for which we pray can only be 
found through soul searching and a 
readiness to receive the strength and 
grace that God supplies. Let me be 

more precise. Soul searching in the 
Christian context is to allow yourself 
to be fully exposed to, and seen in, 
the light of Christ.

Very few people actually enjoy 
conflict. Even those who can “do” 
conflict, whose personalities and 
life circumstances have predisposed 
them for conflict, do not go out of 
their way to find it. In like manner, 
people do not welcome a crisis, but 
a crisis can often be a positive thing, 
as it requires people to look at a 
situation from a new perspective, 
a different angle. A crisis can be 
what theologians term a “kairos” 
moment. Kairos is a Greek word that 
can mean: the right or opportune 
moment (the supreme moment). 
The supreme kairos moment is that 
of God’s appearing in human form in 
time ushering in a new covenant, a 
special time of grace. In the Book of 
the Prophet Isaiah we read (43.19): 
“See I am doing a new thing. Now it 
springs up, do you not perceive it? 
I will make pathways through the 
wilderness. I will create rivers in the 
dry wasteland.”

No one really wants things to remain 
the same for that would be to say yes 
to hunger, to poverty, to injustice, 
to greed and to the despots of this 
world. It would be to say that we 
are not being called to a life richer 
than what we can embrace at the 
moment. And we who put a high 
premium on justice also know that 
justice should never be “just us”. 
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There is a communal, global and 
environmental dimension to our 
actions and the life choices we 
make. We make them, or ought to 
make them, on the basis of God’s 
revelation of himself in Jesus Christ. 

I detect in too many church members 
a search for a religious dimension 
in their lives that does not first turn 
to God as revealed in Christ Jesus 
and in the Church, but to esoteric 
forms of religion and what is termed 
spirituality, reminding me of Jesus’ 
refrain in St Matthew’s Gospel, 
“O you of little faith”! Can we at 
Christ Church Vienna learn anew to 
commend first and foremost God’s 
revelation of himself in Christ Jesus 
together with the giving of the Holy 
Spirit and to seek him with all our 
hearts, souls, minds and strength? 

The history of the saints abounds 
with those who found courage, 
who overcame fear by allowing 
themselves to be taken hold of by 
the message of the New Testament. 
The message of the New Testament 
is to commend a person who said of 
himself that he is the way, the truth 
and the life. The saints are those who 
consciously opened themselves to 
God in Jesus Christ seeking to live 
out of the grace and example that 
he supplies.

I began to write this piece in the 
waiting room of our dentist. Each 
time I go to the dentist’s I need to 
collect up my courage. Each time it 

becomes just a little easier to go as I 
learn to entrust myself to my dentist 
and her team. So it is with God 
as revealed in Jesus Christ whose 
purposes are good.

God for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the 
way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Advent 3)
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The voice that resounded from the pulpit at the 
ten o’clock service on Sunday, 16 January 

was unfamiliar to most of us (and few would have 
picked up the lingering New Zealand vowels). The 
Revd. Dr. Richard Major, the wrap that Sunday 
thoughtfully told us, assists in the ministry of Christ 
Church by taking services mainly in Ljubljana 
and Zagreb, but also elsewhere in the Eastern 
Archdeaconry. His lively sermon took our minds 
on a journey to outer space, while our bodies 
remained in the pews. I conducted the following 
interview with him by phone after his return to 
Ljubljana. His low-key assessment of his own 

life sent me straight to Google, where I discovered that, in addition to 
winning a Rhodes scholarship to Oxford, he is a published author, poet and 
journalist. I’m sure if I continued to dig, the list would be longer!               Ed

Richard, were you raised as an 
Anglican?
No, not at all. In fact until I left my 
native New Zealand and came to 
England to go to university, I had 
never even been inside a church. 
You might be surprised to learn that 
quite a few Anglican priests are late 
converts like me. It means it’s all new 
and exciting for us! I was baptized at 
the age of 21.

How did you spend your years 
before  you t ra ined for  the 
priesthood?
I did my doctorate in literature at 
Oxford, specializing in literature 
of the Renaissance period. I also 
taught there for a while at Exeter 
College. It was during this period 
that I discovered my faith and was 
baptized. I then spent some months 
in Australia, working at a church, 

before going to India where I taught 
English literature and history at the 
University of Delhi.
 
When and where were you 
ordained?
After a year in India, I returned 
to England and studied for the 
priesthood at St Stephen’s House—
‘Staggers’—in Oxford. I was ordained 
in 1994 and priested in 1995 by 
Michael Ball, a monk who was also 
Bishop of Truro. His identical twin 
was a monk and bishop too, so 
perhaps I was really ordained by 
the brother.

Where were you subsequently 
posted?
I was first assigned to Truro Cathedral 
in Cornwall, where I stayed for five 
years. Next, I moved to Putney, in 
South London, where I was priest in Fa

ce
-t

o-
Fa

ce
Revd. Dr. Richard Major
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charge of All Saints. In 1998 I went to 
Italy, where I served as the Anglican 
priest in Florence and Siena for four 
years. The rectory was a fifteenth 
century palazzo. I’ve had to do 
without a ballroom ever since—sad! 
My next move was to Washington. 

I should have mentioned that my 
wife, Kris, is American and works 
for the State Department. She is of 
Norwegian origin with a Lutheran 
background. We met in Oxford 
while we were both working on a 
summer programme, and married 
in Manhattan in 1998. While in 
Washington, I worked as the U.S. 
correspondent for the Roman 
Catholic weekly newspaper The 
Tablet. We moved to New York, and 
I was appointed rector of St Mary’s, 
Castleton, in New York City.Strangely 
enough, we were then sent back to 
India when Kris was appointed to the 
U.S. Consultate in Madras.

After a further year in Washington,  
where I worked at my old church, 
Ascension, Kris was sent as Political 
Affairs Officer to the American 
Embassy in Slovenia. We arrived 
in Ljubljana last August. Again, I 
teach at a number of schools, mainly 
English literature and history. And 
as you know, I help out at Anglican 
churches elsewhere in the Eastern 
Archdeaconry. I’m afraid I haven’t 
learned much Slovenian, although 
Kris has done a lot better, but 
everyone seems to speak English 
here.
 

How often do you have services in 
Ljubljana?
Since our congregation only numbers 
around 20 people—occasionally we 
reach 30—we meet at 11 o’clock on 
the second Sunday of each month. 
The photo below shows us getting 
together for a Christmas lunch after 
the Carol Service on 12 December. 
We use a church hall belonging 
to the Lutheran church for our 
services.  If anyone from Christ 
Church happens to be travelling in 
the region around the second Sunday 
of the month, I would be delighted 
to see them! I hope that eventually 
we will be able to hold services 
every Sunday. Slovenia is becoming 
more and more popular as a place to 
live and there is a growing number 
of expats in Ljubljana. Prices for 
cottages, for example, are far lower 
than in Austria, let alone England. 
It’s becoming a bit like Tuscany in 
the 60s. 

How do you spend your time when 
you are not preaching or teaching?
Apart from ferrying my children to 
and from school—Matilda at age 
6, attends a British school while 
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Oscar at four goes to a Slovenian 
kindergarten—I write books.

Tell me about your books
Lots of academic stuff, not very 
interesting for anyone, even me! I’m 
just putting the finishing touches 
to my second book, that is being 
published by Canterbury Press. It’s 
a sort of Baedecker’s guide to the 
seven virtues. It’s title is Goodness: 
An invitation to the Seven Virtues. Of 
course, I’d like it to see lots of copies 
sold. Perhaps compulsory purchase 
of the book should be a penance for 
sinners!  [Ed. Richard is being very 
modest. See below for details of the 
book].

What else have you written?
I forgot to mention that I’m a chaplain 
at Westminster Abbey, and go there 
every so often—in fact I’ll be there 
in a few weeks’ time—where I serve 
for a week or so. Being chaplain at 
Westminster Abbey means tending 
to the needs of all its visitors, leading  
hourly public prayers and devotions 

at the Shrine of St Edward, 
saying the noon Mass, and 
joining in the Office of the 
Abbey community. 

I had been commissioned 
to write a Remembrance 
Day anthem called The 
Mountain and the Sea, com-
memorating the war dead 
of the twentieth century. 
An Australian composer, 
Huw Belling, was asked 

to put it to music, which he did re-
markably well and its première took 
place at Westminster Abbey in 2008 
[Ed. the photo above shows from 
left to right, the Duke of Gloucester 
the Dean of Westminister, Dr. Major 
and composer Huw Belling]. We also 
worked together on a three-act opera 
called Carousel of Blood that has had 
a concert outing at the Royal Col-
lege of Music and needs a proper 
production. Someone in Vienna must 
want to do it. I think it’s quite funny. 
There’s also a novel, partly about the 
Abbey, with an agent, called Jerusa-
lem Chamber—people who buy my 
dull book on the seven virtues are 
allowed to buy this too!

Editor’s Note: Richard’s new book, 
Goodness, is described on amazon.com 
as “The second in a series of books of 
‘serious theology for a popular audience’ 
... a readable, informed and engaging 
guide to a proven framework for living 
which offers a vision for Christian ethics 
that is not mired down in headline 
issues.” 
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On Friday 4th March 2011 women from around 
the world will celebrate the Women’s World 

Day of Prayer. The service has been written by 
the women of Chile. It is an appropriate theme for 
bread is eaten at every meal and is very much part 
of every day life. The women of Chile offer what it 
means to them as they share this service with us.

Jean Hackett, president of the National Commit-
tee of Women’s World Day of Prayer Movement, 
UK, said: “This is always an exciting day as a 
great wave of prayer sweeps the world, begin-
ning when the first service is held in Tonga and 
continuing around the world until the final service 
takes place, some 35 hours later, in neighbour-
ing Western Samoa. By then the day will have 
celebrated in 170 countries and over 5,000 ser-
vices will have been held in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland”.

Stretching from Peru to Antarctica, Chile occupies 
a long, narrow strip of land 2,640 miles long and 
110 miles wide. It is a land of incredible contrasts. 

It also has the highest incidence of domestic violence in Latin America and 
most women suffer discrimination in some form or other. Equal opportuni-
ties are being pursued.

Although organized and led by women, this is essentially a day of prayer for 
everybody as we demonstrate our solidarity with our sisters and brothers 
in other countries and all are welcome to attend. Further information and 
resources, together with details of services in your area, can be found on 
the WWDP website at www.weltgebetstag.at (or the UK site: www.wwdp-
natcomm.org). 

This year, the service in English will be at:
9.30 in United Methodist Church,

1150 Vienna, Sechshauserstrasse 56

IN THE PAST, MEMBERS OF THE CHRIST CHURCH COMMUNITY WERE  
CONSPICUOUSLY ABSENT FROM THIS EVENT. PLEASE COME AND BRING 
YOUR FRIENDS,  TO THE SERVICE AT A SISTER CHURCH. 

“How many loaves have you?” 
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Christmas at Christ Church

There was something for everyone 
at Christ Church over Christmas. 

Some of it represented a special treat 
for music lovers (both the Advent 
and the Christmas Carol Service 
featured an extraordinary beautiful 
performance by the choir); other 
services were for those who prefer 
the quietness and solemnity of a 
candlelit service (Midnight Mass); 
yet other services were full of joy and 
young voices (Christingle and the 
Sunday School Nativity). I attended 
most of those services and enjoyed 
them equally. Unfortunately, I do 
not have photos to illustrate the 
carol services or Midnight Mass, 
although no amount of photos would 
do justice to the carols and anthems, 
led by our choir in top form.

The Nativity Play, Amahl and the 
Night Visitors was a little more 
ambitious than past productions, but 
not beyond the impressive voice and 
stage skills of the stars. Especially 
adapted as a short play for our 

Sunday School by Andrew Rooke, 
the plot centred around a crippled 
boy and his mother and included the 
normal nativity personae, including 
a delightful toddler choir of angels 
and herd of sheep. Alexandra 
Schmidt once again did a splendid 
job of organizing the event that 
appeared to be enjoyed as much by 
the performers themselves as by the 
congregation.

Christingle, held this year on 18 
December, always draws a large 
crowd including children not 
regularly seen at Christ Church. 
Patrick and Jady ensured the service 
was both entertaining and spiritually 
rich.

The church was packed for Midnight 
Mass on 24 December, obviously 
many people’s favourite service of 
the year. Christmas 2010 seems a 
long way off now, but of one thing 
we can be sure: it’s coming round 
again in 2011! 
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The Magnificat is a song that 
weaves together so many 

strands of our Christian calling. The 
Magnificat is the song of someone 
who makes themselves available to 
God and so it is in many ways the 
song of all of us who seek God. It 
is also the song of someone who 
shares their calling and their joy 
with another and all those who come 
after. In this retreat I have chosen 
different artists and poets to help us 
compose this song of God’s calling. 
First of all there will be Mary the 
mother of Jesus who first sung this 
song, and throughout there will be 
Luke the brilliant Gospel writer who 
weaves the story of Christ into the 
story of our own lives. But there will 
be others too- artists like Duccio and 
Rembrandt and Van Gogh  and poets 
like St Francis, Herbert, Hopkins, RS 
Thomas, and composers like Bach 
who will also help sing this song. I 
have put some of these into a booklet 
for you to reflect upon but of course 
you too will have others who will be 
part of your own Magnificat—your 
call and your response. 

Magnificat comes from the Greek 
word Μεγαλύνει meaning to enlarge, 
to amplify, to exalt, to extol or to 
make great in size.

I think a retreat works a bit like that. 
It is a time which magnifies. It is 
like holding a magnifying glass and 
looking out on life and seeing some 
of the detail magnified and at the 
same time feeling ones own inner life 
magnified. It can be extraordinarily 
beautiful as one becomes awakened 
to the life around us and the blessings 
of God. A magnifying glass can also 
burn and start fires. A retreat also 
challenges us to reflect upon the 
meaning of the Gospel in our own 
lives: a Gospel which can set hearts 
on fire, our lives magnifying the one 
who has called us.

Address One: My soul magnifies 
the Lord.

Address Two: My spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour. 

Address Three: His mercy is for those 
who fear him.

Address Four: He has brought down 
the mighty from their thrones and 
lifted up the lowly
I look forward to being with you all 

Richard
Revd Richard Carter, 

Priest, St Martin-in-the-Fields
Trafalgar Square, London 

WC2N 4JJ

The Magnificat

This year’s annual Christ Church Retreat will once again take place in the 
tranquil premises of Göttweig Monastery in the Wachau. The Retreat Leader 
is Revd. Richard Carter of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the heart of London.  
Revd. Carter has selected as his theme the Magnificat. He is offering us the 
opportunity to explore both the nature of God’s call and our response to it. 
Please register early to avoid disappointment (see p16).
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For the last five years, Richard 
has been working as a priest 
at St Martin-in-the-Fields in 
Trafalgar Square (see photo 
below) where he is responsible 
for the Education Programme, 
In te rnat iona l  Work  and 
Chaplain to The Connection 
at St Martin’s, which provides 
support for homeless and 
vulnerable people in London 
and ministers to refugees and asylum seekers. Before being ordained 
in 1992, Richard worked as a lecturer in English Literature and Drama. 
Richard has an MA in Theology from Leeds University and studied at 
the College of the Resurrection. For many years, Richard was Chaplain 
and Mission Coordinator for The Melanesian Brotherhood, the largest 
Anglican Religious Community in the Anglican Communion, based 
in the South Pacific. In 2000, Richard became a Brother himself. The 
Melanesian Brotherhood became internationally known for its work 
for peace and reconciliation in the Solomon Islands during a period 
of violent ethnic conflict in which seven Melanesian Brothers died 
while working for peace. Richard Carter’s book In Search of the Lost, 
published by Canterbury Press in 2006, is a powerful and moving 

account of the loss of these seven 
brothers and how the community 
tried to continue and make sense 
of their faith in the aftermath. It 
recounts the challenge of living the 
Christian faith when confronted 
by fear and loss and is the story of 
the triumph of hope over despair 
and God’s creative grace over 
destruction, making it a story for 
everyone.

St. Martin-in-the-Fields is one of London’s 
landmarks, situated in the very heart of the 
city close to Nelson’s Column. Designed 
by architect James Gibb and completed in 
1726, the building has been replicated in 
many countries, including the US and India.
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This year’s confirmation is scheduled for the week-end of Sunday, 15 May. 
Bishop David Hamid, our suffragan bishop, will preside, preach and confirm. 
Confirmation classes for this year will have started by the time you read this 
note. In case you have missed registering please be in touch with the chaplain 
ASAP and no later than the 6 February. The confirmation is set for Sunday, 15 
May at 10.00. There will be an opportunity to meet Bishop David on the Saturday 
evening and he will also conduct the Six O’clock Service on 15 May.

The annual church meeting (ACM) this year is on Wednesday, 30 March. At 
the meeting we elect the churchwardens, council members and archdeaconry 
representatives. The ACM is the most important business meeting of our church 
calendar when reports are received and the annual accounts signed off. Please 
make every effort to attend. Your church needs you! In order to be eligible to vote 
or to stand for office you must be registered on the electoral roll, which will be 
closed on 17 March. The relevant form can be collected from the church office.

The Christ Church Reading Group will meet this month on Wednesday, 16 Feb-
ruary at 18.30. The book under discussion is the memoir Wind, Sand and Stars 
by Antoine de Saint Exupéry (first published in 1939).The pilot and philosopher 
recounts several episodes from his years flying treacherous mail routes across 
the Sahara and the Andes. The central incident details the 1935 plane crash he 
survived in the Libyan Desert, between Benghazi and Cairo. The book illustrates 
the author’s view of the world and his opinions of what makes life worth living.

The 2011 retreat will once again be held at Göttweig monastery on the week-
end of 17-19 June. The retreat conductor is the Revd. Richard Carter. He is an 
assistant priest of St Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, London. Space is 
limited so register ASAP. You must register with Andrew Rooke. Registration is not 
complete until you have an acknowledgement of your registration from Andrew.

If you are interested in learning to pray and/or are want to pray for others 
please come and join the Prayer Ministry. We meet nine times a year to pray 
with thanksgiving for Christ Church, Vienna and her ministry, the needs of the 
world and one another. We meet on Wednesdays at 18.30 in the church centre. 
The dates of our next meetings are 23 February, 23 March, 27 April, 18 May 
and 15 June.
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Matthew Earwicker continues  Soundings on 1 February and 1 and 8 March. 
The two March sessions will be introductory sessions on learning Greek in 
order to read the New Testament in that language. Mike Waltner has agreed 
to give three sessions on  the topic “Private or Public Witness: A discussion of 
the proper relationship of Christian faith and politics”. The sessions will be on 
8, 15 and 22 February. Private or Public Witness?: We will discuss some peren-
nial religious questions: How should the Church and Christians engage social 
and political issues? What should  faithful citizenship look like?  What happens 
when we take our private faith into the public sphere?  We will look at how this 
question has been raised in Scripture, in Tradition, and also introduce some 
different socio-theological movements that have influenced and are influencing 
the Church such as theologies of liberation, liberal theology, neo-orthodox and 
post-liberal movements, as well as conservative and evangelical thought.  Please 
come with a willingness to listen, learn from, and contribute to the conversation.

Soundings in Lent
The theme for this year’s Lent Course on Tuesday evenings is a section of the 
Gospel of St John entitled “The farewell discourse” (John 13:31-17:26) that 
figures prominently during Lent and especially Holy Week. We will begin on 
Tuesday, 15 March. 

Soundings after Easter
Since 2011 is the 400th anniversary of the King James translation of the Bible, 
Aileen Hackl is organizing a series of six sessions on the Authorised (King 
James) Version of the Bible. This anniversary affords us an opportunity to mark 
and give thanks for this translation that has had an enormous influence on the 
development of the English language. Starting: Tuesday, 3 May.

Philip and Sally Reading will be hosting another Bring and Share Quiz Night on 
Friday, 4 March. Nearer the time, there will be a list at the back of the church 
for those interested to sign up (and add what sort of dish they will be bringing). 
The evening will start at 19.00. Plenty of time to plan ahead and sharpen your 
wits for what promises to be a thoroughly enjoyable evening!

Following the enthusiastic response to previous events, there will be another 
“Wee Ceilidh” on 11 February at 19.00 in the Church Centre. Anyone who has 
not tried Scottish dancing might like to come and see just how much fun it is! 
There is no age limit and no previous knowledge is required. All you need to 
bring with you is a pair of comfortable shoes and good humour!



18

Over a ten-week period, from 
the beginning of October to the 

beginning of December, on every 
Monday night at seven o’clock, 8 
to 13 people met at our house to 
discuss questions related to our 
faith over a meal and to watch a 
video together. What we engaged in 
is called the “Alpha course.” It is a 
class in Christian fundamentals that 
is now practised in churches all over 
the world.

My husband Denis and I have 
participated in Alpha courses before, 
both as participants and as leaders, 
and every time we have done so we 
have found the experience enriching. 
The course is primarily designed 
as a form of ministry, a way of 
introducing people who don’t know 
about Christianity to the faith, or 
for allowing those who are already 
Christians to be strengthened in 
their faith. Like all Alpha classes, 

our course included a series of talks 
on basic questions important to 
all Christians, including: “Who is 
Jesus?”, “Why did Jesus die?” “How 
can we have faith?” “Why and how 
do I pray?” “Why and how should I 
read the Bible?” and “How does God 
guide us?”. 

The weekly Alpha meal is always 
an enjoyable social occasion, and a 
way in which to connect personally 
with other Christians and seekers. 
In addition to reinforcing ideals of 
Christian fellowship, the meal is an 
important way to build a welcoming 
environment. The Alpha course 
is designed to make everyone feel 
welcome and to let them know that 
they are in a safe space in which 
any questions can be asked. Alpha 
courses are usually supported 
by a large team of parishioners, 
and we were very lucky during 
our course to have help from the 
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Christian community of Christ 
Church, especially when it came 
to preparing the meals. Particular 
thanks here to Diana Dopheide, 
Patrick Curran, Myunghee J-Hayes, 
and Alexandra Schmidt for their 
delicious contributions! Normally, 
all the Alpha meal-making is taken 
care of by people not on the course, 
but in this case, help in making the 
meals was gratefully accepted from a 
band of generous Alpha participants 
(many thanks!). 

The Alpha course is designed to 
have a special weekend, or day 
away, in which to watch three 
videos on the Holy Spirit. For our 
course, we decided to choose the 
“day away” option and thus had 
the wonderful experience of going to 
the Schönstattzentrum Kahlenberg, 
where the nuns treated us very 
well. It was a beautiful wintry day 
with pillows of light, fluffy snow on 
the trees, so we felt that we really 
had gone into the countryside, even 
though we were still technically 
within Vienna!  It was a wonderful, 
relaxing day and those who were 
able to participate saw three very 
invigorating videos about the Holy 
Spirit and how this Third Person of 
the Holy Trinity speaks to us today.
 
Every Alpha evening concluded with 
small group discussion of about an 
hour. Very often we found that we 
had to cut discussion short, because 
people were so interested in the topic!  
Ultimately, this course appears to 

have been a powerful experience 
for all concerned. It was wonderful 
to hear different perspectives on 
faith from a wide variety of people 
and to explore big metaphysical 
questions together. All in all, the 
weekly fellowship, interesting videos 
(including some good jokes), and 
small group discussion proved a 
rich and rewarding combination 
every week.
  
We come away from this experience 
glad to have been part of reawakening 
this tradition at Christ Church, 
which, we understand, offers Alpha 
classes about once a decade! We 
leave the course with the firm hope 
that the next Alpha course will 
reoccur slightly sooner than the 
norm. As for us, as you can see 
from the photo, those of us who 
participated in this Alpha course left 
it happy to have been involved in an 
activity that, ultimately, reflected 
Christ Church’s commitment to 
glorifying the presence of Christ in 
our world. 
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I  have many reasons 
for writing this article. 
I want to introduce the 
readers of Crossways to 
the book: The Parables of 
Jesus by Luise Schottroff 
(translated by Linda 
M Maloney, published 
in 2006 by Augsburg 
Fortress Press).  We 
used this book for more 
than half a year in our 
Sunday morning Bible 
study. So far, I consider 
the time we spent on 
this book the highlight 

of our time together and 
I am thankful to the other regulars 
for their comments, insight, and 
wisdom. Hence, this article is also 
about our Sunday morning Bible 
study class. I also really enjoy 
reading the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke. And since during this 
liturgical year the lectionary is 
devoted to Matthew, I will present 
a parable from this evangelist. Let 
me start with the text of the parable 
(Matt 18:21-35) as Luise Schottroff 
translates it in her book:

“Then Peter came and said to him: 
Master, how often must one of my 
sisters or brothers sin against me 
and I in turn forgive them? As many 
as seven times?” Jesus said to him: 
“I tell you, not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times.”

For this reason the kingdom of God is 
to be compared to the following story 

about a human king who wanted 
to settle accounts with his slaves. 
When he began reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him. Since he could not 
pay, the master commanded that he, 
his wife, his children, and his whole 
property be sold and payment made.  
The slave fell on his knees before 
him, and said: “Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you the whole 
debt.” The master had mercy on this 
slave, released him, and forgave him 
the debt. 

As this slave was going out, he met 
one of his fellow slaves who owed 
him a hundred denarii. He seized 
him, throttled him, and said: “Pay 
what you owe.” Then his fellow slave 
fell down before him and begged 
him: “Have patience with me, and 
I will pay you.” But he refused, and 
he went and threw him into the 
prison until he should pay the debt. 
His fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, and they were greatly 
distressed. They went and told the 
master what happened. Then his 
master called him and said to him: 
“You wicked slave! I forgave your 
debt because you pleaded with me. 
Should you not also have had mercy 
on your fellow slave, as I had mercy 
on you?” And his master was furious 
and handed him over to the torturers 
until he had paid the whole debt.

How is this, then, to be compared to 
the kingdom of God? My heavenly 
father will call you to account if you by
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do not forgive all your sisters and 
brothers with your whole heart.”

Luise Schottroff continues her 
translation with a social-historical 
analysis. The king in this parable 
has judicial power; he can throw his 
slave into prison without trial. Thus 
he is not merely a rich man, but the 
ruler of a country. The slaves are 
not only under his power, because 
they are his slaves, but they are also 
under his power, because he is their 
king. Slaves were often employed as 
financial clerks. Even if they rose to 
high positions, as the first slave in 
this parable, they remained slaves 
and could be tortured, which was 
convenient for rulers. The ruler’s 
special powers also extended to 
the first slave, who could throw the 
second slave into prison without 
trial.

The amount of money at stake, i.e., 
the “debt”, is huge in the case of 
the first slave: ten thousand talents 
are the taxes of a quarter of a 
country. Hence, the parable is about 
big finance; the taxes of a whole 
region. On the other hand, the debt 
of the second slave is only half a 
year’s income of a day laborer in 
agriculture. The first slave is thus 
one of the highest financial clerks 
and the second an underling in 
the slave hierarchy in the ruler’s 
house. Obviously, the “debts” result 
not from personal loans, but from 
the obligation to collect taxes. And 
from the previous paragraph, we 

can see that this financial system 
involved cruel coercion without 
trials. At times of a bad harvest or 
other disasters, however, forgiving 
debts was a good political move that 
maintained the ruler’s power.

Luise Schottroff shows with other 
sources from the times of the Roman 
empire that the scenario described 
in this parable was quite likely. She 
interprets the ruler’s forgiveness 
towards the first slave as such a 
politically motivated forgiveness. 
From the point of view of the ruler, 
the first slave should have passed on 
forgiveness down the ranks, when 
his own debt was forgiven. Instead 
the first slave forced the second slave 
to pay his small debt. 

At this point, the ruler must have 
assumed that the first slave coerced 
the money from the second slave 
for his own pocket. The ruler thus 
unleashed his wrath on the first slave 
and revoked his forgiveness; actually 
not only towards the first slave, who 
could never pay such a large sum on 
his own, but by implication down 
the ranks towards the region or the 
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tax-payers and also towards the 
second slave. In her interpretation, 
Luise Schottroff points out the 
second slave’s position: neither 
mercy nor wrath towards the first 
slave change anything for him—he is 
not forgiven. I assume Jews of Jesus’ 
time, must have identified with the 
tax payers, who were rarely forgiven 
and often had to pay what they did 
not have. Hence, in her interpretion, 
the parable shows what happens 
without forgiveness (to the second 
slave or to the taxpayers) and the 
moral of the story in the last line is 
a plea for forgiveness. And this is 
also the starting point of the parable 
when Jesus answers Peter.

Contrast this interpretation with a 
traditional, allegorical interpretation 
where the ruler is identified with 
God, the reader or listener identifies 
with the first slave, and the last line is 
interpreted as a brutal lesson: if you 
do not forgive, you will be tortured. 
This prompts Luise Schottroff to 
ask: “Is forgiveness to be taught by 
threats from a God who is merciless 
(in the end, anyway)?”  She also 
contrasts this interpretation to the 
Lord’s prayer, when we ask for 
forgiveness of our trespasses (or 
debts). In contrast to the ruler of 
Matthew’s parable, the heavenly 
Father of the Lord’s prayer is not 
merciless. Luise Schottroff sees 
in Matthew’s gospel generally a 
vision of forgiveness of material 
debts, hatred between persons, and 
reconciliation with God.

How did such a radical interpretation 
fare with our Sunday morning 
Bible study class? I took over Luise 
Schottroff’s views for this parable 
and generally other parables from 
the Gospels of Mark, Luke and 
Matthew that she presents and 
interprets in her book. Most of us 
agreed with Luise Schottroff on the 
interpretation of this parable, but at 
least one of us favored allegorical 
interpretations of other parables. 
Being able to listen to each other and 
to allow for disagreement has made 
our Sunday morning Bible studies 
fruitful and enriching, ever since Bill 
Dannenmaier started them about 
seven years ago.

Claus has left his copy of the English 
translation of the book in the Church 
Office. Once the Bible Study Group has 
finished with it, he will donate it to the 
Christ Church Library. He also owns the 
German version of the book.
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Greetings from England
Dear Friends at Christ Church,
I would like to send my very best 
wishes for the New Year.
I am now a Chorister ( choir member) 
at St Mary’s Wimbledon. The Choir 
has been a fun experience for the 
younger choristers and a good way 
to make new friends, as we all go to 
a church social group called Friday 
People ( yes—we meet on Fridays!).  
I managed to pass my latest RSCM 
[the Royal School of Church Music] 
test and collected my Green Ribbon at 
Southwark Cathedral last September.
We attended an Evensong service 
at the Cathedral and were  handed 
our medals by the Bishop. It was a 
nice way to recognize our efforts 
which we very much appreciated. 
[Ed. Nicholas standing on the left, is 
sporting his bronze medal, hanging on 
a green ribbon, that he received after 
completing the syllabus and sitting a 
test for choristors under the RSCM Voice 

for Life scheme]. St Mary’s is quite 
a change from Christ Church. It is 
located close to the tennis courts, 
so  it is pretty quiet for most of 
the year until the championships 
start when half of London seem to 
arrive. However this does make life 
interesting as the church then goes 
into its fundraising mode and we 
become car park attendants and ice 
cream sellers. 
I am very much looking forward to 
coming back to Vienna and to seeing 
my friends at Christ Church next 
Easter. I heard that the Bazaar was a 
big success and that there are more 
young people coming to the church. I 
also hope that the new choir director 
will let me join my Dad in the choir, 
as long as my voice has not broken 
by then.
With best wishes, Nicholas Bricknell

Letter Box

One of the saddest aspects about 
life in an international commu-
nity, is the frequency with which 
one is obliged to say farewell to 
fellow members of the congrega-
tion, as they move on to different 
pastures. These include some 
very active members of Christ 
Church, whose departure was 
sorely missed. We would love to 
hear from them, and this letter 
page provides an ideal opportu-
nity for them to share their news 
with their old friends at Christ 
Church. So, friends of Christ 
Church abroad, I look forward to 
hearing from you soon! 
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Dates for your Diary

Feb. 2 (Wed) 19.00 Ministry Committee

Feb. 6 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Feb. 9 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting

Feb. 11 (Fri) 19.00 Ceilidh in the Church Centre

Feb. 12 (Sat) 17.00 Youth Group: Pizza and Pixar night

Feb. 16 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group: Wind, Sand and Stars 

  by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

March 4 (Fri) 09.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer at the 

  Methodist Church

March 4 (Fri) 19.00 Quiz night at the Readings

March 6 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

March 9 (Wed) 09.30  Ash Wednesday Said Eucharist with 

 19.00 imposition of ashes

March 15 (Tues) 19.00 Tuesday evening Lent group starts

March 16 (Wed) 19.00 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: Enquirers’ Evening

March 18 (Fri) 19.00 Stainer’s Crucifixion: Wiener Vokalensemble

March 21 (Mon) 19.00 Bazaar Meeting

March 30 (Wed) 19.00 ACM

May 6 (Fri) 19.00 Guitar and Meditation: Lammimann/Curran (tbc)

May 15 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation – Bishop David Hamid

May 27 (Fri)  Lange Nacht der Kirchen

June 17-19  Retreat at Stift Göttweig: Revd Richard Carter

Sept. 22-25  Archdeaconry Synod

Oct. 8 (Sat)  Nigerian Fest

Oct.25/26   Various events: 80th anniversary of the 

  Bonn Agreement between the Old Catholics 

  and the  Church of England

    DATE    TIME       EVENT



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




