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www.christchurchvienna.org ] office@christchurchvienna.org
also serves Bratislava, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb
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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.
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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

The Sunday School Nativity has become 
a welcome tradition at Christ Church. The 
impressive standard of performance is largely 
attributable to the hard work of the organizer, 
Alexandra Schmidt, and the children themselves. 
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Judy

When I volunteered to take over production 
of the Christ Church magazine just over five 

years ago, I was given a free hand to change it from 
a cut-and-paste newssheet into a printed publication. 
I had the advantage of previous experience of desk-
top-publishing as well as a journalistic and editorial 
background, combined with a natural curiosity 
about my fellow human beings and a lifelong love 
of writing. The early issues however—and some 
later ones—presented an almost insurmountable 
challenge, but gradually contributions started to flow 
in from members of the Christ Church community and 
occasionally beyond. 

This is the 50th issue of Crossways, and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank a number of individu-
als who have been particularly supportive in different 
ways, whether through regular contributions, photos, 
proofreading or dispatching the magazine. Without 
them I would have given up long ago! In addition to 
the Chaplain, who, despite an often overwhelming 
workload, always finds time for me and never misses a 
deadline, they are (in alphabetical order): Lucille Cur-
ran, Laura Fairburn, Fred Gruber, Aileen Hackl, Sharon 
Hamilton, David Hope, Patricia Hutchinson,  Miranda 
Kopetzky, James Mackintosh, Claus Michalek, Philip 
Reading, Sally Reading and Claus Vogl. Other occa-
sional contributors include Marie-Helene Binggeli, 
Alec Hadfield, Sheila Hargreaves, Sam Ifeagwu, 
Christine Kohlmann, John Nicholson, Hyacinth Os-
terlin, Angela Peake-Herzog, Nigel Renard, Andrew 
Rooke, Sara Sandberg, Nikki Hertford-Scheiber, Faith 
Schultze, Rosalind Shakespear, George Williams and 
Tania Witter. My greatest support is, of course, my 
husband John Castelino, who offers helpful advice, 
proofreads, accompanies me on interviews, acts as 
a sounding board and whose life and home comforts 
are much affected by the 30-40 hours a month I spend 
preparing Crossways.

I wish all readers a blessed Christmas and health and 
happiness in the New Year. 
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Churches distinguish them-
selves as places of commu-

nal singing and music making. 
Throughout the church sea-
sons of Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany that we are about to 
embark on, we will sing of the 

word made flesh Jesus Christ. 
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio and 
Handel’s Messiah will be performed. 
What is your favourite Christmas 
hymn or carol? Why? One that 
touches me is Jesus Christ the Apple 
Tree with its steady beat and haunt-
ing melody by Elisabeth Poston 
(1905-1987). I am using the word 
haunting in the sense of “remaining 
in the consciousness, not quickly 
forgotten”. The poem on which 
the carol is based tells a story of a 
person who has sought happiness 
and bought pleasure but discovers 
that happiness and pleasure are to 
be found in Christ the Apple Tree 
stating: 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden 
with fruit and always green.

While considering this carol I am 
reminded of St. Augustine’s words 
from his book entitled The Confes-
sions, “our hearts are restless until 
they find their rest in thee”.

The poem Jesus Christ the Apple Tree 
is attributed to Joshua Smith, an 
18th century lay Baptist minister 
from New Hampshire, reminding 
me that one of the great ecumeni-
cal resources of the Church is her 

hymns, her carols and her poetry, 
binding Christians together across 
many a divide. The origin of Christ 
as an apple tree may come from 
a reference to an apple tree in the 
Song of Songs (2.3). There we read, 
“As an apple tree among the trees of 
the wood, so is my beloved among 
young men. With great delight I sat 
in his shadow, and his fruit was 
sweet to my taste.” 

It is also suggested that because 
apple trees are grown in New Eng-
land in abundance, there is another 
reason for the use of a metaphor of 
Christ as an apple tree.

In mediæval iconography, and per-
sisting into our times, the fruit of the 
tree of which both Adam and Eve 
ate is most commonly represented 
as an apple, because of its ubiquity 
throughout most of Europe and later 
North America. I personally think 
that the fruit of which Adam and Eve 
ate, given the climate of Mesopota-
mia, is the fig. Be that as it may, the 
apple is what most people associate 
with the Fall and it is the beginning 
of the reversal of the Fall that we 
celebrate at Christmas. What does 
this mean concretely? It means that 
we see ourselves, our neighbours, 
the world in which we live and the 
whole of creation in a new way, 
which is not some fleeting fancy of 
the human mind. 

This new way of seeing is based 
solely and utterly on God’s revela-
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tion of himself in Jesus Christ. God 
has not only made himself known 
(this is something God is always do-
ing), but more wondrously he shares 
in the life of an earthly family and 
later in a public ministry that will 
cost him dearly. It is in this earthly 
sharing of our lives that the one who 
creates the heavens and the earth in 
turn affirms each of our lives. Jesus 
Christ is God’s “yes” to each one 
of us. This is the message that we 
proclaim in song like the parents of 
a newborn child wrapped in swad-
dling bands.

In ending I turn to verse four of 
the poem/carol. Smith, the author, 
writes, 

I’m weary with my former toil, 
Here I will sit and rest a while: 
Under the shadow I will be, 
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.

Can we rest for a while this Advent, 
this Christmas and this Epiphany? 
Can we come under the shadow of 
Jesus Christ? Can we sidestep the 
burnout syndrome that is affecting 
up to one million Austrians? Can we 
find that balance in our lives to which 
our faith calls us? Jesus says, “Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” (Matthew 11.29) 

The poem Christ the Apple Tree in-
vites us to rest a while having found 
our happiness and our pleasure in 

Jesus Christ. We re-
ally must stand back 
and rest under Christ 
and re-orientate ourselves 
accordingly. Part of that re-
orientation will involve refocusing 
on Christ—learning to know and 
affirm what is essential and non-
essential. Knowing what matters 
and doesn’t matter: learning to rest 
in the company of God, his saints 
and one another. Joshua Smith did 
not find his true happiness in great 
riches or material things, but in Jesus 
Christ a tree under which he could 
rest, but also whose fruit he could 
partake of! He writes, 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 
It keeps my dying faith alive.

So it is.
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The Bishop’s Christmas Letter

Not long ago I came across a 
Christmas meditation by Mi-

chael Stancliffe, a fine preacher 
whose ministry encompassed time 
as Speaker’s Chaplain in the House 
of Commons, and later as Dean of 
Winchester. In this meditation he 
points out that the Christmas story is 
concerned with small things.

‘At the heart of it is a human being at 
its smallest, and that newborn child 
is surrounded by no greatness – no 
palace, no pomp, no grand people. 
Nor had the first to join that little 
group anything impressive about 
them – shepherds on night duty don’t 
look princely – and it was only later 
that more imposing personages put in 
an appearance. Christians believe that 
what happened in that small setting 
was of cosmic significance.’

The birth of Jesus at Bethlehem, 
which we celebrate at Christmas, is 
the burning glass which concentrates 

in the vulnerable fragility of a new-
born child the immensity of the 
Divine Love by which all things 

were made and which holds 
the vastness of the universe 

in being. What is God 
like? God is like—indeed 
God is—this totally de-
pendent, tiny bundle of 
life. That bundle of life 

grew unseen in Mary’s 
womb, and that un-
seen growth to birth 

was also where God 
was. In ‘Once in royal 
David’s City’ we sing 

of the child of Bethlehem that ‘day 
by day like us he grew’ – but like us 
that growth was from the moment of 
conception, from before being born as 
well as the child growing to maturity. 
The real Feast of the Incarnation, 
of God emptying himself and com-
ing down to the lowest part of our 
need, is not Christmas, the Feast of 
the Nativity, but the Feast of the An-
nunciation, of God taking our human 
nature in the womb of the Blessed 
Virgin. When Christians hail Mary 
as the Theotokos, ‘the God-bearer’, it 
was because it was her unique voca-
tion to be the one in whose body God 
chose to dwell, to be one with us. As 
an ancient hymn puts it:

How blest that Mother in whose shrine,
The great Artificer divine,
Whose hands did frame the earth and sky,
Vouchsafed as in an ark to lie.

It is because God is with us as unborn 
life before he is with us as the child 
of Bethlehem, that we rightly are con-
cerned to reverence unborn life, and 
to protest at the attitudes so prevalent 
in our society which regards such life 
as disposable.

William Blake saw eternity in a grain 
of sand. Julian of Norwich saw all that 
was made as a small hazelnut. We 
see the love of God in this vulnerable 
child, and, as a wonderful prayer puts 
it, ‘knowing the love of God made vis-
ible, we are caught up into the love of 
the God we cannot see.’ In our human 
experience of love we at one and 
the same time know most fully the 
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person whom we love and who loves 
us, and at the same time know that 
this is a mystery which can never be 
fully known, never fully expressed in 
words. Charles Williams, the friend 
of C.S.Lewis and J.R.R.Tolkien liked to 
say that we ought to pause over how 
we so easily speak of ‘being in love’ 
and remember that in saying this we 
are saying no less that we are held 
in love. At Christmas as we come to 
adore the God who reaches out to 
us in the weakness and humility of a 
child, we are in an even greater way 
held in love, the love which came 
down at Christmas and which is far 
greater than anything that we can im-
agine or express. As so often the poets 
point us to the heart of the matter, as 
Richard Crawshaw does in his Hymn 
of the Nativity:

Welcome all wonders in our sight
Eternity shut in a span,
Summer in winter, day in night,
Heaven in earth, and God in Man;
Great little one! 
Whose all-embracing birth
Lifts earth to heaven, stoops heaven to 
earth.

And what is this about? Christopher 
Smart asks ‘where is this stupendous 
stranger?’ and finds his Lord and Sav-
iour in a manger.

O most Mighty! O most Holy!
Far beyond the seraph’s thought,
Art thou then so mean and lowly
As unheeded prophets taught?
He comes at last to the truth and the 
mystery of Bethlehem.

God all-bounteous, all-
creative,
Whom no ills from good 
dissuade,
Is incarnate, and a native
Of the very world he 
made.

As God gives himself 
into the world in love, 
so he gives himself in love into our 
lives, sharing his life with us in the 
Bread and Wine of the Eucharist, 
that we may be transformed into his 
likeness and be the bearers of his love 
into the world he created and sus-
tains. A more recent Christian poet, 
R.S.Thomas, writes of communion at 
a Hill Christmas in Wales.

They came over the snow to the bread’s
Purer snow, fumbled it in their huge
Hands, put their lips to it
Like beasts, stared into the dark chalice
Where the wine shone, felt it sharp
On their tongue, shivered as at a sin
Remembered, and heard love cry
Momentarily in their hearts’ manger.

This Christmas, as we come to wor-
ship and adore the Child who is Em-
manuel, God-with-us, and receive 
him in the Eucharist, may his love cry 
in the manger of our hearts, transform 
our lives and strengthen us to live and 
pray for the peace of the world and 
the unity of the holy churches of God.

May God bless you, and may you, and 
all for whom you love and care, have 
a holy and a joyful Christmas.

GEOFFREY GIBRALTAR



I then elbowed my way through the crowd at the 
DVD stand where I was able to find a couple of 
my favourite British comedies

After all that hard work, I was in need of a cup of 
tea and was overwhelmed by the lavish selection 
of home made goodies at the cake stand. 

While I was drinking my tea, I went to investigate 
what was going on at the Photos with Santa cor-
ner. Everyone seemed to be enjoying themselves, 
including the dogs!

Hi! I’m Martin. I arrived early at the 
Bazaar and joined the throng trying to get in  
as soon as the doors opened at 10.30. 

I made a quick dash to the book 
stands where there were some fan-
tastic buys—both old and new. 

Homemade jams, chutney and even 
lemon curd ... delicious!

The accessories were very popular and 
there was no shortage of clothes for all 
ages in great condition.

Hmm ... I really like 
the cultural diversity

I didn’t take up the offer to 
taste whisky but did enjoy a 
beer at the English Pub.



I’ve never won any major prize in a tombola and 
today was no exception, but it was great to see 
the array of prizes ... and I did appreciate my ? 

It was difficult to select dishes for my lunch since 
everything looked stupendous. In the end, I went 
back several times and took a little of everything.

While I was there, the Scottish Dancing has just 
began, with .....

Santa was busy as well as 
the dogs that posed with 
the children. It was nice to 
see the same families year 
after year.

I particularly enjoyed the 
display of Scottish dancing 
that is a regular feature of 
the Christ Church Bazaar. 

What a lot of hard work 
everyone put in ... but what 
fun we had. I will certainly be 
back next year. Congratula-
tions to all!

What a great choir! 
Loved the carols

The food looked scrumptious (and tasted as 
good as it looked). It was difficult to make a 
choice ... so I tried a little  of everything! 
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Singing Praises

Former Christ Church Choir Di-
rector, Christoph Wutscher, is a 

hard act to follow, but his successor 
promises to bring his own set of 
skills and ideas to the choir.

George Jackson was born in West 
London (not so long ago!) and 
started learning to play the violin 
and piano at an early age. He was 
interested in music throughout his 
childhood but it was only as a 15 
year-old that he decided to make 
it his future. After school, he was 
awarded a choral scholarship and 
went to Trinity College, Dublin to 
study music and musicology. During 
his time at Trinity, he realised that 
what he really wanted to be was a 
conductor and he came to Vienna 
because the teacher of his choice 
was located here. His decision 
was doubtless also influenced by 

Vienna’s well-deserved reputation 
as the city of music. He has been in 
Vienna since the summer of 2009.

Before being offered the position 
as  Choir Director at Christ Church, 
George had conducted the choir 
of Trinity College. He first came to 
Christ Church when his “old” choir 
sang at Choral Evensong and he 
came along to listen. Since then, 
he has attended several services, 
including Choral Evensong. He was 
born and raised in the Anglican 
tradition and is himself an accom-
plished baritone. He appreciated the 
interview he was given for the post 
and the opportunity to take part in 
the choir practice.

One of the attributes he most appre-
ciates about the Christ Church Choir, 
in addition to what he describes as 
its “lovely sound”,  is a receptiveness 
to new ideas and new approaches. 
George admits that he likes to ex-
periment and he is glad that the choir 
is willing to take his ideas on board. 
“My aim is to explore different eras, 
from 15th century choral music, to 
contemporary music, and in so do-
ing, discover what we are best at 
together”, he told me. 

He has a very busy time ahead dur-
ing Advent and Christmas, and has 
promised us some exciting music 
during our services. He will be flying 
back to England on Christmas Day to 
spend the rest of the holiday season 
with his family.  



11 50

Not all members 
of the choir were 
present at the 
particular choir 
practice when I 
took the photo. 
The full  regu-
lar membership 
comprises: Mal-
colm Bricknell, 
Johanna Cabili, 
Lucille Curran, 
Gabi Ertl,  Ull i 
Ertl, Alec Hadfield, Katharina Johanna, Franz Meier, John Nicholson, 
Sally Osment, Jane Shepard, Christian Stobbs, Anna Tjagvad, Judith 
Townley and Janice Fairbairn Tuley. They are sometimes joined by for-
mer choir members who have returned to Vienna (and Christ Church) 
for a visit. 
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It was thirty years this past summer 
since my husband and I left the 

UK. We left as students; he to com-
plete post-doctoral studies and me 
to have the experience of teaching 
English as a foreign language. It was 
supposed to be a two-year adventure 
after which we would return to our 
life in the UK. The return never hap-
pened and as I write this, thirty years 
on from that adventurous start, I can 
only reflect that life is surprising 
and that we have had opportuni-
ties and experiences that we could 
never have imagined. While there 
are many other significant aspects 
of this journey that intertwine, such 
as family and careers, I have been 
asked to write this article from the 
perspective of our Church journey 
over these years.  

As a couple who come from differ-
ent but strong and similar Church 
backgrounds, David as a Baptist 

and me as a Methodist, we found 
ourselves in 1980 in the north of Italy 
and part of the Anglican Chaplaincy 
of Milan. When I read that Patrick 
is away with congregations in other 
parts of the diocese, I empathize with 
those smaller churches. For many 
years we were part of one of those 
small groups of people who gather 
in someone else’s church building. 
In our case it was once every two 
weeks at five o’clock on a Sunday 
afternoon. When our children were 
born, we really struggled to deal with 
the context and the timing of the ser-
vices. Five o’clock in the afternoon 
with three children under the age of 
five and no child-friendly facilities 
can be a fair test of faith!

Elizabeth and David Stanner are recent arrivals in Vienna. Elizabeth came 
here to take up a new appointment as Head of the Secondary School at the 
Vienna International School. David continues to work out of Copenhagen, but 
spends alternate weekends in Vienna and the Stanners have become regular 
members of the congregation of Christ Church. 

Meet The Stanners
by
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The Pro-Cathedral of Trinity, Brussels
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In 1990, when our children were 
about four, six and eight, we moved 
to Brussels and joined Holy Trinity, 
the Anglican Pro-Cathedral. We still 
have many friends from our time in 
that Church which, in particular, 
offered us the opportunity for our 
children to look forward to Sun-
days! They still look back with good 
memories on the activities in which 
they participated and the community 
of which we were a part. We had 
the advantage of a full-time Youth 
Worker who developed programmes 
that were in line with the children’s 
interests while at the same time 
connecting them to an education in 
the Christian faith. Holy Trinity set 
a high standard and one for which 
we will always be grateful.

Our next move, in 1994, was to 
Copenhagen. By popular demand 
of our children, we became part of 
the International Church of Copen-

hagen (ICC), which was supported 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of America and the Danish Lutheran 
Church. For the past sixteen years 
this has been our church home. My 
husband, David, or I have consist-
ently held positions on the Council 
of the church. A great focus of the 
work of this church has been inclu-
sivity to those from other traditions 
and as a result we can now count 
people from all over the world and 
with very different faith backgrounds 
as our church friends. 

Our journey over the past thirty 
years has been a truly ecumenical 
experience and one that has taught 
us much about the commonal-
ties of those who call themselves 
Christians, whatever their church 
background and wherever they come 
from in the world. In the end the 
journey has been about connecting 
with people and we have learned to 
see differences in traditions of wor-
ship as something apart from the 
real reason for meeting and sharing 
a faith with others. 

I have arrived in Vienna to take up a 
new professional challenge. I thank 
those who have welcomed me to 
Christ Church and look forward to 
this new church journey that I will be 
privileged to share with you.

New to Christ Church? How about tell-
ing us about yourself and what brought 
you to Vienna. Contact the Editor at 
crossways@aon.at.

International Church of Copenhagen
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Looking Backwards ...

Remembrance Sunday on 14 November commemorated men and women 
who were prepared to give up their lives for their respective countries, 

with a focus on those women who served in the Second World War. The 
Chaplain mentioned three women from our community—Betty Gruber, 
who laid the traditional wreath, Faith Schultze and June Schmiderer whose 
funeral took place on 12 November—who had been in service during the 
war years. Another deeply moving Remembrance service, followed by a 
welcome reception at the British Ambassador’s residence

Veteran Fred Gruber and Colonel Klaus Jäger, 
Federal Ministry of Defence and Sports

UK Ambassador H.E. Simon Smith

The Ambassador hosts a reception The choir performed a magnificent anthem

Betty Gruber

Three generations of Currans
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If you are over six 
years old, then 

you may not be 
aware of the excit-
ing world that lies 
beneath the main 
church. The newly 
designed and deco-
rated Pebbles Zone 
bears little resem-
blance to the dank 
and utilitarian crypt 
that served in its 
time as a crèche, church library, Easter Vigil venue and general storeroom. 
Thanks to the hard work of a few committed members of the congrega-
tion—Herbert Stenzenberger, Sheila Hargreaves, Sean Nield, Lucille and 
Alexandra Curran, Sara Sandberg and Penn Zafiropulo—the new play and 
worship area for the youngest group of parishioners is a light and welcoming 
haven for those for whom a full church service is as yet somewhat daunting. 

On Saturday, 13 November, a number of babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers 
met at Christ Church for a special service to bless the refurbished crypt. 
Also present were those responsible for the transformation and others 
interested in the broader life of our church. The service was led by the  
Chaplain, together with the Assistant Curate, and included action hymns and 
prayers upstairs, and a blessing downstairs. It was a relaxed and thoroughly 
enjoyable occasion, with Lucille playing the piano and all of us, including 
the babes in arms, singing or otherwise accompanying the hymns with 

considerable gusto. 
At the end of the 
service we gath-
ered for a mouth-
watering  spread in 
the Church Centre. 
Not all youngsters 
chose to participate 
in the photo-shoot 
so that the two pic-
tures only show a 
cross-section of 
participants. 

... and Forwards
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Crossways continues with its presentation of members of our 
community. This couple is featured in response to several requests 
and in a departure from the practice up to now, there will be no 
“solution” at the back of the magazine! 

This couple met on a Vienna International School ski bus when their 
respective children insisted on sitting next to each other and reassigning 
their parents to adjacent seats at the back of the coach. They both worked 
for international organizations in Vienna—he for the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and she for UNIDO—and had been in Vienna for some 
time before their paths crossed. He had been brought up in Mombasa, 
Kenya although his parents came from Goa in India. After obtaining his 
first degree in Nairobi, he won a Commonwealth scholarship and moved 
to the UK for his doctorate in microbiology before embarking on a career 
in academia. He is unusual in that at different points in his life, he taught 
at the primary, secondary, undergraduate and post-graduate level! During 
a year’s sabbatical at the University of California, he was told that he had 
been selected for a position at the IAEA and moved to Vienna with his family 
in 1977. He travelled extensively for the Agency where his field of expertise 
was the use of radioisotopes in the diagnosis of communicable diseases. 
In common with most Goans, he was raised in the Roman Catholic church 
but has been attending Christ Church for some 15 years where he often 
reads the lesson. He is recognized throughout Vienna as the distinctively 
Indian-looking gentleman who cycles in the Lobau with four large dogs in 
tow, and his long struggle with the German language has been exacerbated 
by the readiness of all he meets to speak English with him.

She was born and brought up in the south of England, and when she left 
school went to Paris to study art history. Returning to London, she switched 
to interpretation and translation and joined a large multinational in Paris 
where she worked for two years. She came to Vienna in 1970 on a one-year 
contract with UNIDO and took early retirement from that organizations 32 
years later! She first came to Christ Church in the summer of 1970, although 
it was not until she moved from Lower Austria to Vienna, that she managed 
to attend church on a regular basis. During her career, she held a number 
of interesting and diverse positions including seven years as President of 
the Staff Union where her time was roughly divided between trying to sort 
out individual problems and sitting around the negotiating table on broader 
issues. She obviously enjoyed staff politics because her next assignment 
was as President of the umbrella body of UN agencies’ staff associations 

Who’s Who in Christ Church??
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?
and unions, that took her to virtually all UN duty stations around the world. 
At the end of her term of office she moved to the Public Information Sec-
tion of UNIDO where she produced a number of regular publications and 
magazines. She retired at the first possible opportunity in order to be at 
home with her husband, although “retirement” did not mean laying down 
her professional tools and taking up knitting. Her hobbies include reading, 
online bridge, painting, cooking and photography. 

Both he and she are addicted to board games, especially trivia quizzes, where 
he excels at history and they like best to spend their evenings around the 
table with friends. They travel fairly frequently but when in Vienna, enjoy the 
company of their grandchildren. They enjoy entertaining and receiving house 
guests, many of whose stay in Vienna includes a service at Christ Church. 

From the Church Registers

Fatou Ndiaye on 26 September 2010
Erik Hannemann on Sunday, 21 November 2010

First Communion on 3 October 2010: Elisabeth Anreiter, 
Fatou Ndiaye, Laura Pollanka, Nicholas Ryan, Harry 
Smith, Sophie Stremitzer

Thomas Meinl and Andrea Wagner on 25 September 
2010 at the Kaasgrabenkirche
Melba and Robert Sacher at Christ Church on 30 
October 2010

Steven Edminster on 28 September 2010 at the 
Heiligenstaedter Friedhof
June Schmiderer at Christ Church on 12 November 2010
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08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Advent Concert,  
 Musikschule  
 Landstrasse
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings Plus

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

Fourth Sunday of Advent

26
St. Stephen - Boxing Day

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
16.00 Annual Christmas Sing-along
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

08.00 Said Eucharist
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist with Sunday School   
 Nativity
18.00 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols     

Third Sunday of Advent 

5

Sunday

19.00 Alpha Course

Second Sunday of Advent

December 2010



11

18

24

17

10

25

09.30 Holy Communion
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09.30 Holy Communion

15.00 Youth Group

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.00 Church Council   
 meeting

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group
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19.00 Choir Practice
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19.00 Choir Practice

08.00 Said Eucharist
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08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings Plus
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Christmas DayChristmas Eve

Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

16.00 Christingle 
 Service

22.45 Midnight Mass

SaturdayFridayThursday

31

16.30 Sung Eucharist
 Preacher: 
 Christoph 
 Wutscher

New Year’s Eve

Merry Christmas ...
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Monday Tuesday

16

23

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Sidespersons’  
 Meeting

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

Third Sunday of Epiphany

30
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service resumes

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

Second Sunday 0f Epiphany

9

Sunday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Ecumenical   
 Service: Tag des  
 Judentums at  
 St.Leopold’s,  
 Vienna 2

Baptism of Christ

Second Sunday of Christmas

January 2011

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y
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09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion 10.00 Sung Eucharist

10.00 Toddler Group   
 resumes

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Wednesday Thursday Friday

5

18

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

27

Saturday

19.00 Ecumenical Serv.:   
 Week of Prayer   
 for Christian Unity  
 Methodist Church,  
 Sechshauserstr.56  
 Vienna 15

New Year’s DayEpiphany

... and a Happy New Year

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y
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N This year’s confirmation is scheduled for the week-end on Sunday, 15 May. 

Bishop David Hamid, our suffragan bishop, will preside, preach and confirm. 
We will be holding a meeting for all desirous for confirmation on Friday, 17 
January at 18.00. There will be an opportunity to meet Bishop David on the 
Saturday evening and he will also conduct the Six O’clock Service on 15 May.

Sunday, 5 December, 16.00: Sing-along in aid of Concordia 
Sunday, 12 December, 10.00: Family Eucharist: Children’s Nativity
Sunday, 12 December, 18.00: Nine Lessons and Carols
Saturday, 18 December, 16.00: Children’s Christingle Service
Sunday, 19 December, 10.00: Sung Eucharist
Friday, 24 December, 22.45: Midnight Mass
Saturday, 25 December, 10.00: Sung Eucharist with Carols
Friday, 31 December, 16.30: New Year’s Eve Sung Eucharist

The week of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is always in the octave prior 
to the feast of The Conversion of St Paul, which is on 25 January. There are two 
events to which I would like to draw your attention: firstly, Der Tag des Judentums 
when Christians in Austria mark, consider and celebrate their Jewish heritage. 
The service is on 17 January. It will be held in St Leopold, 1020 Vienna. Secondly, 
the national Austrian service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be 
held on Friday 21 January in the Methodist church, Sechshausergasse 15, 1150 
Vienna. Let us make an effort to attend this service to acknowledge our common 
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.

The 2011 retreat will once again be held at Göttweig monastery on the week-
end of 17-19 June. The retreat conductor is the Revd. Richard Carter. He is an 
assistant priest of St Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, London. Space is 
limited so register ASAP. You must register with Andrew Rooke. Registration is not 
complete until you have an acknowledgement of your registration from Andrew.

The Clergy of Christ Church and the Editor of Crossways wish 

all readers a joyous, peaceful and blessed Christmas
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Soundings in December 
On Tuesday, 7 December, Claus Vogl will give a presentation on his recent trip 
to China.
On Tuesday, 14 December, we will be having what I am calling “Soundings 
Plus” at the Chaplain’s flat. The theme of the evening will be based on readings 
that people will bring on one of these seasonal themes: Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany. Each participant should bring one item only. As space is limited, 
please register your attendance with the office.

Soundings in the New Year
Matthew Earwicker has agreed to lead four sessions. The first two sessions 
will provide general background on the Greek language, its development and 
its importance for the Christian faith as evidenced firstly in the New Testament, 
but also in the church Fathers and the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. The 
second two sessions will be introductory sessions on learning Greek in order to 
read the New Testament in that language. The dates are as follows: 25 January, 
1 February, 1 and 8 March.
In between the four Soundings on Greek, Mike Waltner has agreed to give three 
sessions on  the topic “Private or Public Witness: A discussion of the proper 
relationship of Christian faith and politics”. The sessions will be on 8, 15 and 
22 February.

Soundings in Lent
The theme for this year’s Lent Course on Tuesday evenings is a section of the 
Gospel of St John entitled “The farewell discourse” (John 13:31-17:26) that 
figures prominently during Lent and especially Holy Week. We will begin on 
Tuesday, 15 March. 

Soundings after Easter
Since 2011is the 400th anniversary of the King James translation of the Bible, 
Aileen Hackl is organizing a series of six sessions on the Authorised (King 
James) Version of the Bible. This anniversary affords us an opportunity to mark 
and give thanks for this translation that has had an enormous influence on the 
development of the English language. Starting: Tuesday, 3 May.

The Clergy of Christ Church and the Editor of Crossways wish 

all readers a joyous, peaceful and blessed Christmas
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Nigerian members of Christ 
Church Vienna, along with their 

friends in the congregation and di-
verse visitors gathered Saturday, 23 
October, for this year’s Nigerian Fest. 
It was, perhaps, the largest such 
gathering, as the annual event gains 
greater acceptance by, and attention 
among, residents of Vienna.

The Fest was skilfully organized by 
Emmanuel Adeyemi who managed to 
assemble close friends and the larger 
Christ Church community to help.  
Entertainment and networking were 
writ large, although fund-raising was 
by no means de-emphasized. The 
original aim of the Nigerian Fest was 
to gather donations for Church ac-
tivities, but the event has now grown 
beyond a single objective.  

The leadership and elders of the 
Church turned out in admirable 
numbers. Patrick, Aileen and Jady 
were there till the end, and those 
who were unable to attend offered 
kind apologies.

The music was good, the food deli-
cious and the dancing inviting. It cer-
tainly was a delight to see the church 
community dance, dance, dance 
until quite late hours. Africa’s lead-
ing disc-jockey in Vienna, DJ-Baba 
Ewe entertained us, as did a host 
of others. There was a fashion pa-
rade; a biblical play (by a children’s 
“Kleinkunst Theater” organized 
by Francis Okpata); and a-capella 
singing by the group, g.hörsturz.  

The immensely capable master of 
ceremonies (MC) was Emeka Agu.

The tombola featured Emmanuel, 
the other Emeka (Okonkwo) and the 
MC. Attractive prizes galore awaited 
those who bought tombola tickets.  
Among the prizes were a wireless HP 
printer; a combi-VCR/DVD Player; 
an Italian capsule coffee machine; 
an iPod/MP3 player; and a cordless 
drill/screwdriver. Somebody in the 
audience won an assortment, nay a 
multiplicity, of dish-washing liquids, 
attracting pleasant jokes from across 
the table.

Much praise and gratitude went to 
Emmanuel for the success of this 
Fest. He shared the compliment with 
his loving wife, Cristina, without 
whose assistance, Emmanuel was 
careful to relate, little would have 
been accomplished. Indeed, Emma-
nuel also presented the crowd with 
the wonderful voice of his young 
daughter. She sang like a profes-
sional, soul-music princess, drawing 
the general comment that such talent 
should be developed.  The Nigerian 
Community and Friends are already 
looking forward to 2011, with Em-
manuel still in charge. Emmanuel 
concluded the Fest 2010 with special 
thanks “to those who came; their 
active participation and their kind 
and generous support.” He prayed 
for God’s abundant blessings upon 
them and their families. He also 
thanked the ladies for their consist-
ently delicious food.

An Evening in Africa
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At least the pretext for my visit, 
was to work there. Yanping 

and I actually managed to submit a 
manuscript that we had been work-
ing on for over a year and worked on 
and discussed another. I had to fight 
Yanping and her husband for every 
hour in the office. They would send 
me away to temples and palaces, 
invite me for trips to the countryside 
or to restaurants. For the first time 
in my life, I tasted Beijing duck, ate 
lotus seed-capsule and chrysanthe-
mum leaves salad, but was never 
offered scorpions, spiders or insects, 
nor meat from animals not eaten in 
Europe. I learned that the Beijing 
kitchen mainly consists of noodle 
and dumpling dishes made of wheat 
flour and lots of cabbage in many 

variations. A restaurant on campus 
that served Western-style food had 
Christmas decorations year round. 
Even pizza has taken hold of Chinese 
palates, but the typical Italian spices 
have been replaced by Chinese ones 
in the process.

The Beijing area is home to many 
extraordinary sites: the Great Wall is 
legendary and when it rains, fellow 
tourists are few and there is a chance 
to take good photos. Less known 
is the fact that the first evidence of 
man’s use of fire comes from a cave 
in Zhoukoudian, an hour to the 
South of Beijing. For this, Zhouk-
oudian was made a UNESCO world 
heritage site. The first human who 
left Africa and spread worldwide, 
homo erectus, had inhabited the 
cave for a long time. And remnants 
of our own species, homo sapiens, 
were also found in the upper layers 
of the caves. 

The “scientific” explanations at the 
site downplayed the African origin 
of our species and emphasized 
the local Chinese connection. 
Similarly, Chinese researchers 
were mentioned proudly, while 
foreigners received little attention, 
even though foreigners first realized 
the value of the site as the home 
of pre-historic humans and led the 

China Experience (2)
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Claus Vogl will be discussing his recent visit to China at Soundings on 
7 December. This is the second and concluding part of the article that 
appeared in last month’s Crossways, covering the purpose of the visit, 
hospitality and food, and other things 

Bu
st

 o
f h

om
o 

er
ec

tu
s,

 th
e 

fir
st

 h
om

in
id

 to
 le

av
e 

A
fr

ic
a



27 50



early excavations. Nevertheless, 
at least as a biologist with an 
interest in anthropology, I could 
get this information at the site. In 
a little, ancient village two hours 
West of Beiling, we could see old 
Chinese architecture that has been 
inhabited by rural communities for 

centuries. I wondered about the 
lack of interpersonal distance: even 
bedrooms in use were exhibited. 
The shapes of the mountain ridges 
surrounding the village look like 
tigers, turtles, and bats can be seen, 
at least to Chinese observers. As 
these animals all bring luck, the 
village must have been blessed for 
centuries.

I again realized again that I can only 
remember some words in foreign 
languages easily: it took me weeks 
to learn “hello” and “good bye” and 
the names of important people, but I 
immediately remembered most ani-
mal names. In addition to rare birds, 
I also saw many plants, strange 
insects, and big spiders and have 
been sucked dry by mosquitoes. Can 
a biologist ask for more?

Around 40 people enjoyed a lively evening of Scottish (and English) 
country dances on Friday, 5 November in the British Embassy’s 

3-Posts clubroom. This comfortable room echoed to the sounds of 
Scottish accordion music, to which the dancers polkaed, prom-
enaded, hopped, skipped and “turned the lady under”, as was 
required to follow the set steps of 12 different dances. Callers 
Lea Ruscio and David Hope found very little need to cajole 
anyone to join in, and there were at least 20 dancers still on the 
floor when Auld Lang Syne was announced to finish off the evening.

Refreshments were kindly provided by members of the 3-Posts Club 
and we are grateful to the club for agreeing to host the event and 
for inviting Christ Church members to come along. The evening 
raised €95 for church funds.

Wee Ceilidh

Temple of Heaven: the path of the Emperor 
from the Altar of Heaven to The Hall of 
Prayer for Good Harvests; the middle lane was 
reserved for the Gods
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I  am approaching Bratislava along 
the Danube on the twin-city liner 

from Vienna. Going downstream 
aided by the fast-flowing  current 
takes hardly more than an hour. As 
we near the city, the wooded hills 
press in, the fast-speed catamaran 
rounds a bend, passes under the first 
city bridge and there on the north 
bank brooding above steep, river 
cliffs is Bratislava castle. Gaunt, aus-
tere, with four prominent turrets, it 
squats like a huge, upturned table on 
a hill that commands a view for one 
hundred kilometres over the Hungar-
ian plains. This formidable fortifica-
tion, which has existed in one form 
or another since pre-Roman times, 
is truly the symbol of the city, the 
reason for its existence.

Preparing to disembark I notice the 
number of cranes and building sites 
on the riverside. Work in progress. 
As the mayor is fond of saying,“We 
are turning Bratislava from a city by 
the Danube to a city on the Danube!” 

BRATISLAVA: CITY IN TRANSITION

In the 1960s the communist regime 
launched a massive building pro-
gramme of tasteless concrete-jungle 
dormitory projects situated outside 
the city centre. With typical, warped 
logic they even bulldozed down some 
two hundred and fifty exquisite, 
mediæval buildings including the 
complete old Jewish quarter, nest-
ling by the riverside. Why? To build 
a huge, impressive but ultimately 
very ugly road bridge. If Bratislava’s 
mediæval heart has a curious lop-
sided feel, (and it does) we know 
who to blame.

But developers nowadays under-
stand the value of waterfront real 
estate. To the right and the left of 
the compact city centre, massive 
riverside construction projects have 
been completed at breathtaking 
speed - five-star hotels, entertain-
ment centres, shopping malls, luxury 
apartment complexes all compete 
for the largest and perhaps most 
beautiful waterfront location in 
central Europe. This is truly a city 
in transition.

And yet in some ways the transition 
has been going on for centuries. This 
was always a city on the faultline of 
the different tribes of Europe. The 
Germans, Magyars and Slavs have 
brushed up against each other in this 
exact location for a thousand years, 
hence the changing name—Press-
burg, Pozorny, Bratislava—depend-
ing upon which tribe was dominant. 
Now, since 1993 the capital of newly by
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independent Slovakia, it seems the 
name Bratislava is here to stay.

But as Pressburg or Pozorny, the 
city lived through great days. From 
1536 to 1683 when all Hungary 
south of the Danube was occupied 
by the Turks, the city was the capital 
of the rump remainder of the king-
dom. Nine kings and eight queens of 
Hungary were crowned in the gothic 
cathedral of St Martin’s Minster. 
But when the Turks were eventu-
ally driven back, Budapest rose up 
and eclipsed this little city on the 
Danube, which fell into provincial 
mediocrity.

I have left the twin-city liner and I am 
passing the underground, preserved 
ruins of the fourteenth century Fish-
erman’s Gate to the old city. The 
Danube, now some two hundred 
metres behind me, must have lapped 
up against the ancient city walls. 
I stroll up Sedlarska ul. (the Sad-
dler’s street), as always, thronged 
with people - the beating heart 
of the city. Stay here long enough 
and you get to nod hello 
to just about everyone 
you ever encountered in 
Bratislava. This is where 
Bratislavans of all ages 
congregate to take their 
evening stroll, or relax in 
the crowded, pavement 
cafes. Groups of long-
legged, Slovak blonde 
beauties out on parade 
drift serenely by. High-

spirited, tow-haired students rush 
urgently past. They say marriages 
are made in heaven, but how many 
times have I heard that in Bratislava, 
they are made here during the even-
ing’s passeggio. 

On Sedlarska, I have a rendevous 
with a restaurateur, a British-Czech 
entrepreneur, a reassuringly large, 
unflappable-looking man in his fifties 
with somehow naive cornflower blue 
eyes. He reminds me of those por-
traits of  eighteenth century English 
country squires. Kindly but a little 
aloof. Following the emergence of 
independent Slovakia, he took early 
retirement, snapped up some prime 
sites in the old city and is now in-
dulging his passion for fine dining.

We sit in the cool, exquisite, arcaded 
front room of the restaurant. “The 
building we are in,” he explains, “as 
with most of the buildings of the old 
centre, dates from the thirteenth cen-
tury. Essentially this is a mediæval 
city.” He illustrates his point by pat-
ting one of the beautifully formed, 

è
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eight hundred year-old stone pillars, 
supporting the diamond-vaulted 
ceiling. “What is confusing is that, 
when the Hapsburgs came they 
covered everything with a baroque 
facade.”

The steep steps leading down to the 
cellar, where the toilets are located, 
take one even further back in time. 
During the restoration, the original, 
rough, eleventh century wall was 
left exposed. It is reassuring to 
know that, after imbibing too much 
wine, one can rest a steadying hand 
against stonework, a thousand 
years old! 

“Before we took over the place,” 
the restaurateur informs me with a 
twinkle in his eye, “the city museum 
commissioned an archaeological 
study. About here,” he points to a 
corner of the restaurant, “thirty feet 
down or so they found the remains of 
animal bones and primitive cooking 
utensils from five thousand years BC. 
So we like to tell our guests, that just 
maybe, they are sitting in the oldest 
restaurant in the world.”Round the 
corner I have another rendevous with 
a Viennese businessman responsible 
for Bratislava’s and Slovakia’s first 
five-star hotel. He has renovated 
some of the most ancient and most 
beautiful buildings in Bratislava. 
None were more challenging than 
transforming a rotting, falling-down 
seven hundred year-old structure 
into the unrivaled luxury of a mod-
ern, five-star hotel, the Arcadia. He 
is justly proud of his creation. 

Frederick Barbarossa, he informs me, 
was reputed to have stayed in this 
very house in 1189 whilst assem-
bling the forces of the third crusade. 
Through the window across the 
cobbled street I glimpse the creamy, 
ochre-yellow structure of the Francis-
can church, built at about the same 
time from 1280. I gently point out that 
Frederick Barbarossa couldn’t have 
stayed in this particular house.“No,” 
he agrees unfazed, “but there was 
a building prior to this one on this 
site. I believe the story. Absolutely.”

I leave the Hotel Arcadia and walk 
past the jewel of the Franciscan 
church. It was here that arguably 
the most important historical event 
in Bratislava’s history, (or should 
I say Pozorny, or Pressburg,) took 
place. In 1526 the Hungarian parlia-
ment met in this building and elected 
Ferdinand Hapsburg to be the King 
of Hungary. Four centuries of the 
Austro-Hungarian empire began 
exactly here.

My wanderings have brought me 
back to the riverside. As I gaze at 
the cranes and bulldozers on the 
Danube embankment I reflect on 
this city in transition. In 1919 the 
population was German, Hungar-
ian, Jewish and by some accounts 
only 1 percent Slovak! Now the 
Germans are gone, the Hungarians 
are gone, the Jews are tragically 
gone and the Slovaks have seized 
their historical destiny and are here 
to stay. But in any case we are all 
European now. 
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Thank You, Prison Visitors
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Dates for your Diary

Dec. 1 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting

Dec. 5 (Sun) 16.00 Annual sing-along in aid of Concordia

Dec. 7 (Tues) 18.00 Advent Concert, Musikschule Landstrasse

Dec. 12 (Sun) 10.00 Sunday School nativity

 18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols

Dec. 16 (Thur) 18.00 Klagenfurt Christmas Eucharist

Dec. 18 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle service

Dec. 24 (Fri) 22.45 Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass

Dec. 25 (Sat) 08.00 Said Eucharist

 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Dec. 26 (Sun)  08.00 Said Eucharist

 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Dec. 31 (Fri) 16.30 New Year’s Eve: Sung Eucharist

Jan. 6 (Thur) 10.00 Epiphany: Sung Eucharist

Jan. 9 (Sun) 18.00 Six O’Clock service resumes

Jan. 11 (Tues) 18.30 Sidespersons’ meeting

Jan. 12 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Jan. 17 (Mon) 19.00 Ecumenical Service for the Tag des Judentums  

  at St.Leopold’s church, Alexander Poch Platz,  

  2nd district

Jan. 21 (Fri) 18.00 Ecumenical Service for the Week of Prayer   

  for Christian Unity at the Methodist Church,   

  Sechshauserstrasse 56, 15th district

Jan. 30 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Feb. 2 (Wed) 19.00 Ministry Committee

Feb. 9 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting

March 4 (Fri) 09.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer at the 

  Methodist Church

March 30 (Wed) 19.00 ACM

May 15 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation

May 27 (Fri)  Lange Nacht der Kirchen

June 17-19  Retreat at Stift Göttweig

    DATE    TIME       EVENT



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




