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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
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the Editor.
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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

This month’s cover photo shows some of Christ 
Church’s younger congregation members. On 
Sunday, 6 June there was a Family Service at 
10.00 where children were encouraged to sit at 
the front of the church and be vocal!

Claus
Rechteck



3

In this issueEditorial

From the Desk of the Chaplain 
page 4

Face-to-Face
Interview with this year’s Retreat Leader, 

Father Peter Allan
page 6

The 2010 Christ Church Retreat
What it meant to each of us

  page 10

Book Review
Sharon Hamilton talks about James  

Hoffmeier’s The Archaeology of the Bible
  page 12

The Long Night of Churches
Happy pilgrims from three local churches 

spend a remarkable evening together
page 14

Christ Church and More
 A look at the face behind the flowers     

page 24

Visiting other Churches
The Chaplain describes a visit to the  

Serbian Orthodox Church
page 26

 Janet Dunkl-Harris talks about the 
church Christ, Hope of the World

page 27

In and Around Christ Church
page 28

World Church Focus
Spotlight on South Africa 

page 30

The deadline for submissions for the 
September issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
August. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

Judy

By the time you read these pages, school will have 
broken up for the summer and many of those 

strapped to an office chair for the larger part of the year 
will be enjoying a well deserved break. I well recall the 
thrill of the summer holidays as a child at boarding 
school. Whether or not anything exotic is planned—
and in our case it was usually a thoroughly enjoyable 
but, in today’s terms, un-exotic fortnight on a Spanish 
beach—there is a sense of excitement, anticipation and, 
yes, freedom, at the thought of weeks stretching ahead 
filled with choice rather than commitment. Those who 
travel to distant or not-so-distant holiday destinations 
will make new “good friends”, later to be remembered 
only hazily with the help of holiday snaps. We will 
visit places to which we are sure we will return (but we 
don’t). We will discover or rediscover hobbies—early 
morning swims, bridge, bird-watching, line-dancing—
that like our holiday friendships, do not survive the test 
of time. It doesn’t matter! What counts is the refresh-
ment, novelty, stimulation of new places, new faces, 
new ideas. If we spend our holidays at home, we can 
enjoy a deliberate change of schedule and pace that 
in itself gives a sense of renewal. Just as those of us 
who attended the recent retreat at Göttweig returned 
to Vienna spiritually renewed, so can we return to our 
place of work, or daily routine if our work is at home, 
physically and mentally refreshed. I myself can con-
template a lazy July with no pressure to submit a new 
Crossways at the end of the month!

The Christ Church calendar is intentionally less busy 
during July and August, but there are some events 
that will bring us together in a holiday atmosphere. 
The annual Parish Outing on 28 August is reminiscent 
of school outings: it doesn’t really matter what the 
destination is, the journey itself is fun! We have in fact 
enjoyed some interesting destinations over the years 
and those who have never been on the outing shouldn’t 
miss the experience this year. Nature-lovers will enjoy 
the walk at Prein an der Rax on 21 August, while John 
and I are opening our home to anyone who would like 
to come for a barbecue on 5 September. However you 
spend the summer, I wish you a relaxing and stimulat-
ing one. God bless! 
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

“Put the window 
in a particular 

place and the light 
comes through. Put a 
person in a particular 
place and God comes 
through.”1 These words 
by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury on holi-

ness strike a chord within me. Why? 
Because I can see that some do need 
to discover that place where God will 
come through.

Some of us might feel that if only I 
had this job, if only I had not made 
that decision, if only I had grown up 
elsewhere and so on, my life would 
finally come right. Finally I could 
fulfil my potential as a human be-
ing. There is just so much stacked 
up against me that I am never going 
to get to that place where I can truly 
flourish as I ought! 

I can sympathise with this sentiment. 
To some extent putting our house in 
order and positioning ourselves ac-
cordingly will help. The decisions we 
make determine what sort of people 
we are becoming. Choices matter. 
We need to make them responsibly 
and with the wherewithal of our 
particular lives. What we must keep 
before us is that no one has the per-
fect life. Stop looking over the garden 
fence: coveting your neighbour’s life. 
Each of us has known, albeit to dif-
fering degrees, conflict, tragedy and 
disappointment: that is one side of 
the coin. The other is that this is 

balanced by moments of 
happiness, success 
and appreciation.

After ordination 
to the diaco-
nate in 1984, I 
served my cu-
racy in the par-
ish of St. Michael 
and All Angels in Heavitree, Exeter, 
in the United Kingdom. One of the 
parishioners there gave me a card 
with the following encouragement: 
“grow where you are planted!” At 
the time those words struck a chord 
within me and continue to do so. 
Do not look left or right wishing you 
were here or there, but accept the 
place where you have been planted 
and seek to be of service there and 
then you will surely grow. Looking 
left and right, wishing constantly 
to be somewhere else and looking 
for something else, are temptations. 
They can and do hinder us in find-
ing the place where God will come 
through.

There is a third dimension that I need 
to touch on as it is central to the God 
whom we confess and the faith that 
has taken hold of us. No one and 
no place is far from the presence of 
God. People express this in different 
ways. Some seek to see in everyone 
they encounter not only the image 
of God, but also the indwelling God, 
the face of Christ. This way of seeing 
is based firmly on a passage from St. 
Matthew’s Gospel entitled by some 

1 Church Times, 28 May 2010, p. 17
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commentators as The Judgement or 
The Judgement of the Nations. (Matt 
25.31-46) There we read that “the 
king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by 
my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of 
the world; for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you gave me cloth-
ing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’” These words find an echo in a 
much loved Communion hymn when 
we sing “Christ in hearts of all who 
love me, Christ in mouth of friend 
and stranger” (New English Hymnal 
278). God is ever present. He is but 
an intake of breath away. For some 
this “but an intake of breath away” is 
an enormous chasm that may never 
be bridged. For others it is a reas-
surance and echoes the words of the 
psalmist who sings (139.6-10):

Where can I go then from your spirit? Or 
where can I flee from your presence?
 
If I climb up to heaven, you are there;  
if I make the grave my bed, you are 
there also. 

If I take the wings of the morning and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

Even there your hand shall lead me,  
your right hand hold me fast. 

I started with a quotation from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury: “Put a 
person in a particular place, and God 
comes through.” What we should 
keep in mind is that God is always 
seeking us, that there is no place 
where God is absent and that if we 
can but open ourselves to God we 
may be surprised and find that the 
place we presently occupy was all 
along that particular place, and God 
comes through! 

If only…

Father Peter Allan who led this year’s retreat had some wonderful stories about life 
in a monastery, an enduring expression of Christian community. One of his stories 
was about Father Harry Williams who was well known for his writings on spiritual 
matters from a Christian perspective in the ‘70s and ‘80s of the last century. We 
all enjoyed the remark made about Williams at his funeral when he was described 
with deep affection “as an expert rugby player in a soccer team!” Father Peter went 
on to quote another one of the brothers. “People often ask me if I understand that 
man. I answer, why should I?” The point of these two quotes from the heart of a 
living Christian community, not all that dissimilar to Christ Church, is to respect 
what another brother called “the sheer mystery of the other!” My prayer for us is: 
Lord, help us to regard one another with respect and charity at all times!
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Father Peter, would you tell readers 
something about your early life?
I was raised as an Anglican and my 
mother was a great supporter of our 
local parish church, in Crawley in 
West Sussex. Both my sister and I 
loved going to church and sang in the 
church choir. I wasn’t a particularly 
good singer at that time nor did I 
especially enjoy singing, but I loved 
music and had started piano lessons 
when I was six. The organ became 
my main love, but I also played the 
violin and viola at school. Because 
of my music I became involved in 
the daughter church, which was an 
Anglo-Catholic parish, and where the 
priest had been trained at Mirfield. 
This was when I first considered the 
church as a vocation, although at 
that stage I was still set on making a 
career in music.   

What did you do after school?
After school, I secured a place at 
Oxford to study music at Wadham 
College, where coincidentally I had 
the same tutor as Rosemary Moravec 
[from Christ Church]. I attended the 
regular Sunday Eucharist at Pusey 
House and found it a most lively 
experience. There was a seriousness 
about Anglo-Catholic preaching that 
particularly touched me. I remember 

attending my first retreat, midway 
through my time at Oxford, and it was 
at about this time that felt I was being 
pulled towards ordination. Once my 
mind was made up, I got on the or-
dination track, the first step of which 
was to meet the Director of Ordinands, 
the then Archdeacon of Lewes. We 
agreed on a time and place for our 
meeting, but unfortunately he forgot 
about it! He was most apologetic and 
when we tried to reschedule, the only 
place he could think of to hold my 
interview—incidentally the only one 
I ever had—was on a lay-by of the 
A23. He put me in touch with an un-
dergraduate at Christ Church College, 
with whom, I eventually discovered, 
I had played in the sandpit when 
we were three. We joined Mirfield 
together.
 
How did your career proceed?
When I completed my training at 
Mirfield, I had the great privilege to 
be ordained in St. Albans by Bishop 
Robert Runcie, who later became the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. I was as-
signed to the parish of St. George’s 

Interview with Father Peter Allan

Father Peter Allan, who lectures in 
Christian ethics and church music at 
the Anglican Theological College of 
the Resurrection in Mirfield, was the 
inspiring, thought-provoking and 
dynamic leader of this year’s annual 
Christ Church retreat. 
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in Stevenage in Hertfordshire where 
I was assistant curate, first as a dea-
con for a year and then as a priest, 
remaining in Stevenage for just over 
three years. I hadn’t known where 
I was going to be living two weeks 
before ordination, but in the event I 
was assigned a small flat on the eighth 
floor of a 12-storey block. For some 
reason, we were frequently visited by 
fire engines, and I only found out later 
that one of the residents was eventu-
ally identified as an arsonist. 

After a while, my Bishop thought I 
should gain experience in a university 
chaplaincy and in 1978 I returned to 
my alma mater Wadham as College 
Chaplain. The student community 
is a great example of lively, thought-
ful Christianity. The leading lights, I 
recall, were both classicists, one a 
Roman Catholic girl from Ireland who 
had read a lot of Aquinus, the other a 
young English Baptist who knew his 
Calvin. These were very happy days 
for me and I had the opportunity to 
reflect in depth on the nature of the 
church and people, and what happens 
when they leave university.

At what stage did you decide you 
wanted to be a monk?
I used to say mass for several groups 
of nuns in Oxford, three times a week 
and I suppose this started me think-
ing about a religious life. I spoke to 
Mother Mary Claire at Fairacres and 
said that ideally I would like to be a 
monk in a French Benedictine monas-
tery, but the fact that I was not Roman 
Catholic was obviously a stumbling 

block. She said, “There’s only 
one place for you and that’s 
Mirfield” … and I’ve been there 
at the Community of the Resur-
rection ever since. 

As with so many things, I have 
come to recognize that my 
decision to become a monk 
had as much to do with my 
weaknesses as anything else. I 
needed, and continue to need, 
the support of community life. 
So you see, God is generous to 
us and gives us what we need 
even when we don’t recognise 
what it is we need. I entered the 
monastery as a novice in No-
vember 1982. My first profession was 
in 1985 and my solemn life profession 
three years later. It is during the first 
period as a novitiate, that people who 
realize that this is not the path they 
wish to take in life tend to leave

What happened to your music?
Some time before my move to Steve-
nage, I was rung by the director of the 
local choral society who asked me to 
play Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle 
with a second pianist, who turned 
out to be a professional pianist from 
America. This was the start of a great 
friendship and we often played duets. 
Music has continued to play an im-
portant role in my life.

Does your Community take the tra-
ditional monastic vows?
Our monastic vows are of obedience, 
stability and conversion of life. In the 
twelfth century, when monasticism 

Interview with Father Peter Allan

Come Holy Spirit giver 
of light and life, give 
us powers beyond our 
own powers, thoughts 
higher than our own 
thoughts, prayers better 
than our own prayers, 
that we may spend and 
be spent in the ways of 
love and goodness after 
the perfect example of 
Jesus Christ. 

Eric Milner-White, 
Dean of York Minster

 1941 to 1963
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started to become 
more mobile, the 
vows were changed 
to poverty, chastity 
and obedience. By 
stability, we mean a 
lifelong commitment 
to the Community; 
conversion means 
conforming to the life 
of Christ.
 
What was your fam-

ily’s reaction to your decision to join 
the monastery?
While my father was thrilled when 
I became a chaplain in Oxford, the 
inevitability of my entering a monas-
tery was decidedly less good news.  
Obviously his disappointment that I 
would not be giving him grandchil-
dren was part of it.  My father was, 
however, a very generous person and 
wouldn’t have wanted to stand in my 
way. There were certain things about 
Mirfield that he appreciated. I think he 
was simply not convinced that I had 
made the right decision.  My mother, 
on the other hand, was always very 
accepting and never doubted me.
 
You seem to be wearing many caps.
I certainly do! After teaching ordi-
nands and theology students in the 
college for over 20 years, I became 
director of studies in 1994, which 
involved a great deal of additional 
administrative work. For the last ten 
years, I have been Vice Principal of the 
College and Acting Principal between 
principals. At one time, the staff was 
composed entirely of brethren but 
nowadays most of the teachers are 

secular priests—I am, in fact, the 
only brother working full time on 
the staff. I spend much of my time 
teaching, but simply being around 
is also very important. Being present 
at meals, leading tutorials, talking to 
students: all this constitutes a full-
time job to the extent that trying to 
keep up with scholarship in my field 
is a challenge. 

Music is an extremely important part 
of monastic life. Since 1985, when I 
was first professed, I have looked after 
the music in the Community although 
I simply don’t have time to do enough 
work on this now. In addition to all 
this, I am Prior of the Community, a 
job that involves supervising the work 
of the brothers and standing in for the 
superior when he’s away.

Do monks maintain ties with their 
families?
Different communities have different 
traditions. In our Community, you 
don’t leave the premises in your first 
year as a novitiate but are free to visit 
family and friends after that initial 
period. We have never been a com-
munity that required people to sever 
ties with their families. I have contact 
with my family, although not as much 
as I would have liked, and they are 
also free to visit us.
 
You are obviously used to more qui-
etness than you have found with our 
rather vocal group this weekend. Do 
you keep silence in the monastery?
We maintain absolute silence from 
nine in the evening to nine in the 
morning but also enjoy periods of 
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lesser silence. Silence is a truly rare 
commodity in our world. Over the 
past five or six years, there has been 
so much pressure in my life that 
greater silence has kept me sane. 

Can you describe an average day?
Normally we get up at six o’clock and 
matins is at 6.45. Breakfast is from 
7.30-8.30 (in silence) after which we 
have time for prayer. At 9.00, work 
begins and we go about our individual 
duties. I usually leave for the College 
at this time. At 12 o’clock we have 
Midday Office and Eucharist, followed 
by lunch at 1.00 (no longer in silence). 
After lunch every brother can take two 
hours recreation and some go to the 
gym. I try to play squash but am not 
generally able to take advantage of the 
full two hours of free time! The next 
fixed point is Evensong at six o’clock, 
followed by supper, in silence, with 
one of the brothers reading to us. After 
Compline at 9.15, most of the brothers 
retire for the night but this is when my 
serious work begins.

Is the monastery equipped with 
modern technology, i.e. computers, 
television and mobile phones? 
It depends very much on need. We 
have computers with internet access 
and they are an increasingly indispen-
sable part of life. I now find I receive 
very few phone calls and almost no 
postal mail, but there is no end to the 
amount of email. Some of the brothers 
have mobile phones, but there again 
only if they need them. Of course, we 
have television, but it is rare to be able 
to see a programme from beginning to 
end. This is rather frustrating if one is 

watching a “who dunnit?” and doesn’t 
get to the end of the film to see who 
actually did it! The only time I tend to 
watch films is when I am staying with 
family or friends.

What about possessions?
We don’t have anything of our own. 
We give everything away when we 
enter the Community and the Com-
munity undertakes to meet all our 
needs. At one time we used to have a 
custom of preferring the plural to the 
singular possessive pronoun—but 
that led to rather silly things like talk-
ing about “our toothbrush”!

Is it a question of once a monk, al-
ways a monk?
Yes. Monks never retire. At one point, 
they used to be relieved of their for-
mal duties at the age of 70, but since 
so many brothers of 70+ are still 
very active and agile, this clause was 
removed from the constitution of our 
Community. One of our brothers is 
95 and the youngest is in his early 
30s. We do have holidays, though, 
and can spend up to four weeks away 
from the Community. We even get a 
holiday allowance so that we don’t 
have to sponge on friends or family 
although it is relatively modest and 
won’t stretch to a world cruise!

Have you enjoyed our retreat?
Unlike some of my brothers who at-
tend three or four retreats a year, I do 
not often have the opportunity to lead 
a retreat. I have really enjoyed the vi-
tality of this group. Christ Church is a 
wonderful collection of people with an 
extraordinary collection of gifts. 



Beside the valuable 
inputs from Father Peter 
on the fruits of the spirit, 
drawn from his rich 
theological background, 
I was struck by the way 
he taught us to read 
the psalms. Performing 
together as one body was a new experience 
that allowed the beauty of the rhythm 
to work in us.  

Father Peter gave us 
much to reflect on but 
two things stand out in 
my mind: it is important 
to keep listening to God, 
and we should try not to 
distort what we hear.

Some quotes given by Father Peter 
at the retreat will stay with me: 
The heart of the Spirit is love! 
The gift of the Spirit is learning 
to speak the Word of God. 
The guilt-ridden man is the dead 
who cannot accept his own death.

In the words of John Donne, God 
replenishes us and restores us and what 
better way to reconnect with that reality 
than a weekend of fellowship, worship 
and time to read and reflect in God’s 
beautiful natural world. It was truly, in 
every sense, a retreat.

The retreat gave me 
an in-depth grasp of 
peace and joy.

The retreat has given me a sense 
of the importance of rhythm and 
resting. In finding the “silence 
between the verses”, we can settle 
deeper into a knowledge of God’s 
love and acceptance and encounter 
the person that God knows we are.

The retreat is an opportunity to step back 
and really listen for the voice in God—in 
this beautiful sacred setting, through the 
talks of Father Peter, in the moments of 
reflective silence and in the not so silent 
moments with the community while sharing 
a bottle of wine.

The retreat was a fantastic 
spir i tual  and cul tural 
experience. As an added 
bonus, it was also the 
perfect hiding place from 
world cup championship 
football matches :-)).

It wasn’t the storm that was responsible 
for putting me smoothly to bed. What did, 
however, was the fact that I could discuss 
with Father Peter about being angry with God. 
Even swearing is acceptable if this is what one 
honestly feels. Father Peter reminded us that 
God is big enough to understand.

Father Peter Allan deepened 
my understanding of the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
His explanations, spiced 
with humour, were both 
lucid and tangible. 

There have been a number of 
challenging and interesting 
ideas planted by Father Peter 
and it has been helpful to 
have the time and space 
here in Göttweig to begin to 
ponder them further.

The clearest message I received from 
Father Peter was that we need to 
extend and stretch our own abilities, 
see beyond our present offerings. I 
will be thinking how I could expand 
and develop my own contribution to 
the life of Christ Church in the future.

I ’m grate fu l  for 
Fa t h e r  P e t e r ’ s 
reminder that we 
are to wait on the 
Holy Spirit rather 
than thinking that 
our own striving 
achieves love, peace 
or joy. I’m equally 
grate fu l  for  the 
centuries of Christian 
tradi t ion vis ible 
in the community 
at Göttweig that 
supports us as we 
worship there.

This was my very first retreat. I 
really enjoyed it, especially the way 
Father Peter gave the message of the 
Holy Spirit. I gained a lot by sharing 
this special weekend with my Christ 
Church family in the beautiful and 
peaceful surroundings of Göttweig.

Father Peter spoke to us with incisive 
and impeccably enunciated words, but 
also through the twinkle in his eye, the
reverence of his posture, the music and 
rhythm of his voice, the depth of his learning 
and the passion of his faith. He reminded 
us of our role in continuing God’s creation, 

letting the Spirit speak his Word through us and literally being 
the body of Christ. We are important to God not as who we try 
to be but as who we really are. 

I am always thankful for 
finding the opportunity to 
“retreat” into a quiet place 
away from the hustle/
bustle of everyday life to 
enable me to wait upon 
the Lord.



I liked the way that Father Peter used humour to 
relate philosophy and theology to human endeavour. 
I will remember with amusement and a greater 
understanding the underlying meanings behind stuffed 
marrows, Cadfael, giant pandas, being self-winding 
or a soccer expert on a rugby team, an 18th century 
English diarist, Barbara Pym’s English spinsters, 
Paddington Bear, Teresa of Avila, Numbskulls and 
Keystone Cops and finally in “Murder in the Monastery”: “Each one of 
us would have a motive”!

I always look forward to 
the retreat that adds a new 
dimension to my life. I wish 
it were more than once a 
year! I enjoy being a close 
part of the Christ Church 
community and seeing 

how others develop and benefit from the 
retreat. We exchange ideas and philosophies 
and have time for meaningful discussions.

CHRIST CHURCH RETREAT 2010
This was our first Christ Church retreat 
and like all other firsts here, it did not 
disappoint! As we approach the one-year 
anniversary of our moving here, the time 
provided us with a wonderful opportunity 
to reflect on how thankful we are that the 
Lord has brought us to Vienna; the food, 
fun and fellowship didn’t hurt, either!

Father Peter conducted 
the retreat with wisdom 
a n d  h u m o u r.  O n e 
message was that we 
are required to free 
ourselves from worldly 
cares and be at peace 

with ourselves, for only then can we hear 
the Holy Spirit speaking to us—in this age 
of deadlines and goals, no easy feat.

I found it diffi-
cult to adjust to 
a new rhythm, 
so  cou ld  no 
longer reci te 
psa lms  w i th 
others. Never-

theless, I enjoyed the addresses, 
talks and silent times as well as the 
weather’s interjections. 

What I will remember and 
cherish? Sunshine and the glory 
of spring, the strong bastions of 
walls and windows, the talk and 
warmth of shared friendships, 
the depth of gentle, humorous 
theological insights. Love, joy, 

peace exist eternally. The harvest of the spirit is love.

Returning from the retreat, two 
things in particular will stick in my 
mind. Firstly, on what the spirit 
gives us anew: “she is effortlessly 
present in the divine and worldly 
dimension simultaneously; and 
secondly “the Road to Emmaus is a 
paradigm for all Christian worship 

beginning with the Word and culminating in the 
sharing of the Sacrament.”
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On a recent visit to London, I went 
to the British Museum with a 

friend who is an animator (some of 
the giant scorpions in The Clash of 
the Titans are hers!). My friend and I 
were especially fascinated with the 
ancient Assyrian freezes depicting 
their lion hunts. My friend noted the 
clear correspondence between the 
artistic work carved here into stone 
and the kind of thing that she does. 
Indeed, the lion hunt was as close 
to being animated as you can get in 
rock, showing us the action of spears 
in mid-throw, lions in mid-leap and 
warriors racing around in chariots. 
I find it a particular pleasure to 
visit such antiquities for the ways in 
which artefacts of this kind bring the 
Bible to life. Having seen these pow-
erful works of art, I naturally read 
Isaiah’s references to the Assyrians 
in a different way. It is precisely in 
this manner that Biblical archaeol-

ogy helps us to picture things that 
happened thousands of years ago 
more clearly.

It is not necessary to visit the British 
Museum to experience the world of 
the Israelites. In fact, one only needs 
to borrow The Archeology of the Bible 
by James K. Hoffmeier (Lion Hudson, 
2008) from the Christ Church library. 
This book, a recent acquisition, is 
one that I have just finished reading 
and can strongly recommend. The 
book’s author is a specialist in Bib-
lical archaeology, who has written 
such books as Israel in Egypt: The Evi-
dence for the Authenticity of the Exodus 
Tradition and Ancient Israel in Sinai: 
The Evidence for the Authenticity of 
the Wilderness Tradition (both Oxford 
University Press). In his introduction, 
he explains that his purpose is not to 
use biblical archaeology to “prove” 
the historicity of particular biblical 
events, but to enrich our reading of 
the Bible by sharing with us some of 
the discoveries in Biblical archaeol-
ogy. And this he does quite won-
derfully. Rarely have I come across 
a book on this subject that was as 
well-written or as easy for the non-
specialist to understand. The book 
is also lavishly illustrated, including 
the author’s photographs of his own 
archaeological research.

I found a revelation on almost every 
page. The Bible tells us, for example, 
that Joseph (Genesis 50:26) and 
Joshua (Joshua 24:29) died at age 
110. This book explains that 110 was 

The Archaeology of the Bible
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a symbolic number in Egyptian cul-
ture, a number used to indicate that 
someone had lived as a “righteous 
man” (p.48). It seems likely that 
the Israelites, as people who had 
lived in Egypt, may have adopted 
this Egyptian practice and that our 
Bibles reflect that tradition. The book 
has equally interesting revelations 
about the New Testament. It notes, 
for example, that before he converted 
and joined Paul on his missionary 
journeys, Erastus was Corinth’s 
“director of public works” (Romans 
16:23). Hoffmeier shows us that if 
you go to Corinth, you can still see 
a paving stone that says, “Erastus 
in return for his aedileship laid [this 
pavement] at his own expense” 
(p.177). Such details, as the writer 
promises, enrich our understanding 
of the Bible.

This book, like all books in the Christ 
Church library, may be taken out by 
simply signing a sheet. We owe a debt 
of gratitude to Diana Dopheide, who 
has been responsible for supplying 
so many of the wonderful new books 
and, of course, to Sara Sandberg, 
who has done such a remarkable job 
as our church librarian! We are lucky 

S a r a  a n d 
Eric Sand-
berg  have 
been part of 
the Chr is t 
Church com-
munity since 
Eric was as-
signed to the 
US Embassy in 2007. They have 
opened their home to us for two 
memorable quiz evenings and 
have been involved in different 
facets of the life of the church. As 
Christ Church Librarian, Sara has 
not only put order to the small 
library in the Church Centre, but 
has built it up into a solid collec-
tion of books covering all aspects 
of Christianity. They will be retir-
ing this summer and returning 
to the US but take with them the 
gratitude and good wishes of the 
entire congregation. We look for-
ward to seeing them again when 
they visit Vienna!

to have such talented and committed 
members of our congregation, who, 
through their dedication, have 
enriched our spiritual lives.

Over the summer, you may find yourself reading a 
book that you would like to share with your friends. 
Why not write a book review for Crossways? As 
the popular complaint goes: “Too many books and 
too little time”. All the more reason to make a wise 
selection and ensure that one doesn’t waste ones 
precious time on worthless literature.  
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The Pilgrims of Vienna III

Renate and Leopold from Hö-
flein (NÖ) had never taken 

part in the Lange Nacht before. 
They had studied carefully the 
little red booklet in order to find 
something that would make the 
trip to Vienna worthwhile and 
their choice fell on the 3rd district  
pilgrimage between the Sacré 
Coeur, the Russian Orthodox Ca-
thedral and Christ Church. 

I met them because Leopold, like 
me, had a label identifying him 
as “Stärke”. It was the traditional 
party strategy to help strangers 
get to know each other: as we 
entered the Sacré Coeur reception 
hall after the choral music and 
readings in the church, we each 
took a red or yellow tag from a 
basket, marked with a Christian 
virtue. At the reception we were 
asked to seek out the two or three 
other people who sported the 

same labels. Christine Kohlmann 
and Renate were both designated 
“Gottesfurcht” and soon struck 
up a conversation. Although there 
were relatively few members from 
Christ Church at this stage—many 
more were to join the pilgrimage 
later—we greatly enjoyed the 
interaction with the Sacré Coeur 
community, as well as with visi-
tors like Renate and Leopold who 
had no previous connection with 
the three churches.

The programme had begun at 
18.30 in the beautiful Sacré Co-
eur church, well known to us 
from the time, three summers 
ago, when our services were held 
there while Christ Church was 
being renovated. The choir of the 
Sacré Coeur school treated us to 
an accomplished performance of 
both English and German songs 
(photos #1 and 3) and we listened 
to interesting readings by the 
sisters of the convent. At around 
8.45, after the reception, some 65 

Leopold and Renate from Niederösterreich
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Pilgrims traditionally meet fascinating fellow-
travellers along the way. The two monks 
whom I encountered on a bench beneath the 
S-Bahn belong to the order of the Community 
of the Lamb, founded in 1983 in France and 
now under the auspices of Austria’s Cardinal 
Schönborn. The young Frenchman on the left 
and his Swiss brother watched with interest 
our procession from the Sacré Coeur to the 
Russian church while they munched the sup-
per of bread, fruit and vegetables that they 
had been offered by well-wishers. They were 
obviously enjoying the Lange Nacht, in par-
ticular their visit to the Russian Cathedral. 

people gathered in the courtyard 
for a prayer and a hymn (#2 and 4) 
before moving in procession to our 
next stop, the Russian Orthodox 
Cathedral of St. Nicholas (#5).

At the Russian Cathedral we joined 
a large crowd of visitors eager for 
a look at the beautifully restored 
interior (#8, 9 and 11). Joined by 
more members of Christ Church, 
some of us followed an interesting 
tour while those who had been 
on the go since the start of the 
event, sat on the side benches 
and admired the decorations and 
artwork in silence. A brief service 
was held, in German, after the 
guided tour. At around 10.15 we 
once again set off on our pilgrim-
age along the Jaurèsgasse, led by 
Lindsey and Tommy (#12) and 
singing, more or less in unison, as 
we went, followed by the curious 
stares of onlookers and the spot-
light of the TV cameraman.

The evensong service at Christ 
Church featured a truly memora-
ble performance by the choir. Un-
like the experience of past years 
and despite the lateness of the 
hour, the church was full of Lange 
Nacht visitors as well as members 
of Christ Church (#7 and10). We 
assembled in the Church Centre 
after the service and had another 
opportunity to meet Renate and 

Leopold as well as other new 
acquaintances as they studied 
the panels of photographs show-
ing Christ Church activities (#6). 
Shortly before midnight, compline 
was held, rounding off a thor-
oughly enjoyable if long pilgrim-
age in a formula that could well 
be emulated in the future.  
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The Chapel Choir of the St Cuthbert’s Society, Durham University (UK) will sing 
Choral Evensong at Christ Church on Wednesday, 7 July at 19.00. The anthem is 
A Hymn for St. Cecilia by Herbert Howells (words by Ursula Vaughan Williams). 
Christ Church has a tradition of attracting superlative visiting choirs and making 
them feel welcome among us. This promises to be another special occasion. 

First Communion classes will begin on Sunday, 5 September and will continue on 
the following three Sundays (12, 19 and 26). The children who have been pre-
pared will be admitted to Holy Communion at the Harvest Festival on 3 October. 
Alexandra Schmidt will prepare any children aged 7 plus for First Communion. 
For further information, please contact Alexandra (tel. 603 1371).

Soundings will resume on Tuesday, 7 September at 19.00. Christoph Wutscher 
will lead three sessions (7, 14 and 21 September) during which time he will 
explore and give consideration to how Christians have used church buildings to 
enhance their worship and public prayer over the centuries, up to the present. 
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Dennis and Sharon Hamilton have offered to host an Alpha course in their 
home on Monday nights, beginning in the autumn. Alpha is a very successful 
worldwide programme of Christian evangelism that originated in an Anglican 
church. The ten-week course on Christian fundamentals is designed both for 
people who are curious about Christianity and those who wish to go through a 
period of thought, talk, and prayer about what it means to be a Christian. The 
course offers a good way for people who are not yet Christians, to get to know 
more about the faith and enables people who are already Christians to recom-
mit to the things that they believe.

The courses are generally designed for groups of about 12 people and tend 
to run for some two hours, including time for eating and fellowship, a short 
video, and a group discussion. There are many ways in which members of 
the Christ Church community can be involved: either by attending the course, 
encouraging friends or family members to do so, or helping with practical ar-
rangements for the course by providing food for the participants to eat. More 
often or not, the first time an Alpha course is held in a church, the people who 
attend are already Christians, eager to learn about the course. This course will 
give us a chance as a church to get to know what it’s all about. The course is 
nondenominational and appropriate for anyone with or without a Christian 
background. To find out more about Alpha courses, please see the Alpha UK 
website: http://uk.alpha.org/.
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The Reading Group’s summer book is Gabriela, Clove and Cinnamon by the Bra-
zilian writer, Jorge Amado (1912-2001). Jean-Paul Sartre described the book as 
being “the best example of a folk novel.” We will meet at the end of August, on 
a date to be announced. Please check the wrap in July for further details. 
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Hike on Prein an der Rax
On Saturday, 21 August, Patrick Knox-Peebles is once again hosting the annual 
hike up the Rax, followed by a get-together. Sheila Hargreaves has organized 
an alternative programme for softies. For further details, please contact Patrick 
Knox-Peebles directly, or watch out for a posting on the Church notice boards. 
Please contact Sheila if you are interested in the alternative programme.

Parish Outing
Our Parish Outing this year is on Saturday, 28 August. We are going to the 
Neusiedlersee, about one hour’s drive out of Vienna. Please be sure to enter the 
date in your diaries. The format will be similar to that of earlier years. Further 
details will be available nearer the time and will be published in the wrap, on 
the notice boards and at the church website.

Christ Church BBQ
John and Judy Castelino’s annual BBQ will take place, come rain or shine, on Sun-
day, 5 September, immediately after the 10.00 service, at their home in Vienna’s 
22nd district. All members of the Christ Church congregation are cordially invited 
to attend. A list will be posted on the notice board in the Church and it would 
be appreciated if you could indicate by 29 August how many of your family will 
attend, and if you can offer, or need, a lift to and from their house.

Christoph Wutscher, our choir director, has been selected to train for the or-
dained ministry of the Church of England. He will be leaving us towards the end 
of September to take up his studies at Wycliffe College, Cambridge. We wish 
him every blessing. We are planning to hold the interviews for his successor 
in September.

This year, Christ Church is hosting the synod of the Eastern Archdeaconry (16-19 
September). We will be staying at the Palottihaus, Hietzing (13th district). The 
Synod will join Christ Church for Sunday worship on 19 September. We will be 
giving special attention to the Diocesan Strategic Review. Our guest speaker is 
the Revd. Dr. Walter Moberly.
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The Christ Church Flower Fairy
C

h
ri

st
 C

h
u

rc
h

 a
n

d
 M

or
e As a small and relatively una-

dorned church, Christ Church 
relies on its floral displays to provide 
a splash of colour. Sunday after Sun-
day, they delight the congregation 
and serve as a living reminder of the 
beauty of nature and God’s wonderful 
creations. It is, of course, no coin-
cidence that they reflect the church 
calendar: at Pentecost, the flowers 
are red to represent the tongues of 
fire. Easter features white lilies. On 
Remembrance Sunday, although 
poppies are not available, the display 
includes large red blooms that remind 
us of the poppy fields of Flanders. 

They do not of course appear mi-
raculously each week—although the 
beauty of their selection and arrange-
ment is truly miraculous—but repre-
sent the hard work and commitment 
of one of Christ Church’s dedicated 
yet hidden talents, Vivian Stenzen-
berger. Flowers have been important 

to Vivian since childhood. In her adult 
life, she continues to enjoy working 
in her garden. She studied ikebana 
for a while and uses her artistic tal-
ents to display the flowers at Christ 
Church to best effect. She has been 
responsible for the flowers at Christ 
Church for around fifteen years—she 
doesn’t recall exactly—and she is 
not looking to abandon her duties 
anytime soon. 

She has a reliable florist near her 
house in Lower Austria and places the 
order for flowers early in the week for 
collection on Thursday or Friday. She 
uses her judgement and experience 
to know when to order them so that 
they are fully open on Sunday. An 
obstinately closed bouquet of tulips, 
or even worse, drooping blooms that 
refuse to stand to attention, is not a 
risk that Vivian is prepared to take. 
Each week, on Friday or Saturday, 
she makes the one-hour journey into 
Vienna by train to prepare the flowers 
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for Sunday, unless they are very large, 
in which case she is driven by her 
husband Herbert. If there has been 
a wedding on the Saturday, flowers  
are generally left in place, relieving 
Vivian of the need to make the trip 
to Vienna. There are no flowers in 
Advent when they are replaced by the 
Advent wreath, or in Lent.

Vivian supplements purchased flow-
ers with blooms and foliage from her 
own garden or local woods. In spring, 
her house is full of buckets containing 
small branches of flowering trees—
cherry, flowering currant and oth-
ers—that sit in water for weeks until 
they blossom. Sometimes, people 
request specific flowers in memory 
of a loved one. The British Embassy 
has in the past donated flowers for 
the Remembrance Sunday service. 
There is a flower rota at the entrance 
of the church, probably unseen by 
most, where people can sign up to 
offer flowers, make a donation or help 
with their arrangement. Flowers are a 
traditional way of expressing love and 
a favourite bouquet in remembrance 
of departed relatives serves both to 
honour the relative and share their 
memory with the congregation.

Vivian’s personal favourite displays  
reflect the warm colours of autumn 
and often feature chrysanthemums, 
gerbera daisies and gladioli, although 
she has a particular soft spot for 
roses. Carnations are long-lasting 
and can stretch over two Sundays. 
Vivian knows to avoid blue or very 
dark flowers that tend not to show up 

well. The back-
ground is also an 
important factor 
in a successful 
display, and is 
usually green or 
white. When Vivian is on holiday, she 
resorts to artificial flowers. Although 
she does not particularly like silk 
flowers, she uses a magnificent dis-
play of artificial roses and has even 
been commended on their freshness 
by members of the congregation. 

Vivian originally came to Vienna in 
1962 to improve her spoken German, 
having studied the language, along 
with French and philosophy, at uni-
versity in her native Wales. She was 
offered a part-time assignment talk-
ing English to children, who, in the 
event, turned out to be students. One 
of these was Herbert, whom she mar-
ried two years later. She had already 
discovered Christ Church, and was a 
regular member of the congregation 
from her earliest days in Vienna when 
she taught in the Sunday School. Her 
three daughters were baptised, con-
firmed and married at Christ Church. 
Vivian and Herbert are often seen 
in church in the company of their 
grandchildren some of whom have 
already received First Communion at 
Christ Church.

The congregation owes a big “thank-
you” to Vivian for an excellent job 
performed without fuss, behind 
the scenes, that nevertheless helps 
brighten up our Sundays and adds to 
the richness of our worship. 
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During May, a group from Christ 
Church visited the Serbian Or-

thodox Church in the second district. 
We were warmly welcomed by our 
guide, Miroljub Gligoric. Soon there-
after we were joined by one of the 
iconographers of the church, Uglĵeša 
Mileta, who together with his wife 
is working on the frescoes in the 
church’s refectory. The step towards 
appreciating the best of Orthodoxy is 
not such a big one to take and very 
worthwhile.

The church in the second district 
is one of three Serbian Orthodox 
churches in Vienna. It is dedicated 
to the Resurrection. An imposing 
fresco of the Resurrection behind 
the iconostasis and the altar domi-
nates the church. It is based on the 
famous fresco of the Resurrection 
in the Chora Monastery in Istanbul. 
One detail was new to me, namely 
that the Risen Christ grasps the 
wrists and not the hands of Adam 
and Eve whom he is pulling out of 
Hades. This detail is there to remind 

the believer that the work of our re-
demption is God’s work alone. Other 
frescoes of particular interest on this 
occasion were the Birth of Jesus, the 
Dormition of the Virgin Mary, the 
White Angel and the Transfiguration. 
The fresco of the Transfiguration is 
particularly apt because the church 
is a former tram garage that has 
been wonderfully transformed into a 
church that showcases some of the 
glories of the Orthodox tradition. The 
fresco of the White Angel (see left)   
is based on a detail from a fresco in 
the Mileševa Monastery, Serbia. The 
original dates from about 1230. It 
depicts an angel sitting in front of 
the Empty Tomb. The White Angel is 
regarded as a symbol of Serbia.

Before we retired to the rectory for 
further conversation and refresh-
ments, Miroljub sang parts of the 
liturgy in Church Slavonic. He is a 
cantor in the church and currently 
writing his doctoral dissertation. In 
the refectory we heard how both Mil-
joub and Uglĵeša came to embrace 
the faith of their ancestors having 
grown up in communist Yugoslavia. 
Miroljub mentioned the film The 
Time of Miracles based on the novel 
of the same name by Borislav Pekić. 
We also heard about Saint Nikolaj 
Velimirović (1881–1956) who was 
Bishop of Ohrid and Žiča, impris-
oned in Dachau by the Nazis and at 
the end of the war not permitted to 
return to Yugoslavia. Hearing some-
thing about the life of Saint Nikolaj 
was appropriate as he studied in Ox-
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ford and enjoyed a good relationship 
with the Anglican Church in Britain 
and America. The title of his doctor-
ate was Berkeley’s Philosophy. 

We came away enriched by our brief 
encounter with Orthodoxy lamenting 
the divisions of Christianity into a 
Latin West and an Orthodox East, but 

joyful to have met 
a living church 
rich in history, 
art, culture and 
fuel led by the 
fa i th  that  the 
Risen Christ brings, a faith that both 
Miroljub and Uglĵeša were eager to 
share with us and the world.

The “Black Box”, as I’ve always 
thought of the church, Christus, 

Hoffnung der Welt, by the U1 station 
Kaisermühlen, is hardly of conven-
tional design, so when I noticed that 
the architect himself was conducting 
a tour of the building, I decided to 
go along and hear his thoughts and 
reasons behind the whole project. 
And a most interesting and informa-
tive 40 minutes it was! The interior 
is surprisingly light and airy, with 
the pale wooden panelling creating a 
warmth of its own—such a contrast 
to the sombre street exterior.

There followed an excellent con-
cert by the Donaucity Choir, which 
included soloists, instrumental-
ists and readings, all enhanced by 
well-chosen slides projected onto 
a large screen—my favourite being 
one about the seasons of the year. 
A happy, lively half hour or so, 
obviously enjoyed as much by the 
performers, as by the listeners.

I then crossed the Reichsbrücke to 
the splendid Assisi Church on Mex-
icoplatz, looking forward to watching 
“three world famous ballerinas, who 
had danced with Rudolf Nureyev”. 
This was to be part of a whole enti-
tled “The 33 Names of God”,  What I 
and a goodly congregation of maybe 
100 had not known, was that the 
“names” would be in Italian, a read-
ing lasting some 25 minutes. Folks 
drifted away so that by the time the 
dancer made her long-awaited ap-
pearance, less than half the original 
number were present. In the event, it 
was one dancer who performed three 
times, quite delightfully as befitting a 
partner to Nureyev, and for me, well 
worth the wait.

Back to the “Black box” where a talk 
about the Way of St. James was in 
progress, but as I am a lark rather 
than an owl, I decided that the Lange 
Nacht had been long enough and 
jumped on a waiting bus home!

Lange Nacht Wanderings

by Janet D
unkl-H

arris
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In and Around Christ Church

On Pentecost Sunday 
members of Christ 

Church, along with fam-
ily and friends, met at the 
Falkenhof, Himberg for 
our first ever Pentecost 
Fire. Our hosts were Nikki 
and Ted Scheiber. Over the 
years Ted’s spectacular 
bonfires have become the 
“must-experience” event 
of our May social calendar. This year the bonfire was set in the context of 
our Pentecost celebrations. We began the evening with sausages/hot dogs 
to sustain us while we waited for the sun to set. Fortunately the rain held 
off and it turned out to be a beautiful evening. Patrick, assisted by profes-
sional guitarist James Logan, led us in prayer and meditation as we stood 
around the fire. We managed to follow the service sheet without the aid of 
flashlights, however this was only possible because of Ted’s valiant efforts 
in keeping the flames alive!  Many thanks to Nikki and Ted for once again 
opening their beautiful property to us.

Sunday School Picnic

After weeks of cold, wet weather, the 
prognosis for the Sunday School 

picnic on 6 June looked bleak. In the 
event, the day could not have been 
more perfect. Glorious sunshine, a 
cloudless sky and a shady spot in the 

Prater grounds created the 
backdrop for a relaxed and 
enjoyable afternoon. The 
groups was smaller than in 
the past—obviously some 
did not count on a warm, 
sunny Sunday—but the 
company was excellent and 
the spread delicious. 

Pentecost Bonfire
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On Thursday, 10 June, our church reverberated with the sound of the 
30-strong choir from St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Washington DC. 

Christ Church was fortunate to be one of the three churches in which they 
had chosen to sing in Vienna and members of the congregation were treated 
to a delightful and highly professional performance. The music selected 
ranged from works of contemporary composers, such as Richard Wayne 
Dirksen, Eric Whitacre and U2, to traditional spirituals and featured several 
glorious solo voices. The service was led by the Bishop of Maryland, the Rt. 
Revd. Eugene T. Sutton whose wife, Sonya Sutton was the Music Director of 
the choir. Her college student son, Stefan, was the youngest member of the 
Choir, that included a number of husband and wife teams. The inclusion 
of bells in some of the pieces was especially enjoyable. From the pulpit, 
Bishop Eugene discussed faith and freedom, with particular reference to 
the early African American spirituals, bursting into the occasional song to 
demonstrate his point. Afterwards, we met in the garden for refreshments 
and had an opportunity to meet and talk with members of the choir. 

A Service for Hope and Peace 

Our Chaplain with Bishop Eugene Sutton A welcome get-together in the garden
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A regular series of short articles that focus on different parts of the 
worldwide church each month. This issue features South Africa as 
the eyes of the world are watching the FIFA World Cup.  

The southernmost 
country on the 

African continent, 
South Africa has an 
area of 1,219,912 
km2, and a diverse population. Of 
the 49 million people, around 79 per 
cent are black, 9.6 per cent white, 
8.9 per cent coloured and 2.5 per 
cent Asian. This variety is reflected 
by there being 11 official languages. 
Community leaders include rabbis 
and chieftains, rugby players and 
returned exiles. Traditional healers 
ply their trade around the corner 
from stockbrokers and housing ranges 
from mud huts to palatial homes with 
swimming pools. 

Diverse communities, however, have 
not had official representation for 
long. Until 1994, South Africa was 
ruled by a white minority government 
so determined to hang onto power 
that it took activists most of the last 
century before they succeeded in 
their fight to get rid of apartheid and 
extend democracy to all. Although the 

post-apartheid leadership encour-
aged reconciliation, the cost of the 
years of conflict is still being paid, 
not least in terms of lawlessness, 
social disruption and lost education. 
South Africa faces major problems 

but, having held four 
successful national 
elections as well as 
local polls since the 
end of the Apartheid 
regime, a democratic 
culture appears to be 
taking hold, allowing 
people at least some 

say in the search for solutions.

South Africa has continent’s biggest 
economy, although it went into reces-
sion in May 2009 following a sharp 
slowdown in the mining and manu-
facturing sectors. The construction 
industry, though, has benefited from 
a huge programme of government 
investment ahead of the World Cup. 
Many South Africans remain poor, 
with arguably the world’s widest in-
equality gap, half the population lives 
below the poverty line. Unemploy-
ment is high and, along with poverty, 
this is blamed for a wave of violent 
attacks against migrant workers from 
other African countries in 2008 and 
protests by township residents over 
poor living conditions during the sum-
mer of 2009. Land redistribution is an 
ongoing issue as most farmland is still 
white-owned. The Government aims 

South Africa
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to transfer 30 per cent of farmland to 
black South Africans by 2014. 80 per 
cent of the population claim allegiance 
to Christianity, whilst the remainder 
follow Islam, Judaism, Hinduism or 
African indigenous religions. The 
major Christian denominations, draw-
ing members from all ethnic groups, 
are the Zion Christian, Pentecostal, 
Roman Catholic, Methodist, Dutch 
Reformed and Anglican churches. 

The Anglican Church in South Africa 
is part of the Church of the Province of 
Southern Africa, which covers Lesot-
ho, Swaziland, Angola, Mozambique, 
Namibia, St. Helena and Ascension 
Island, in addition to South Africa. 
Archbishop Njongonkulu Ndungane, 
the current archbishop, pastors an 
estimated three million Anglicans. 
Having actively opposed apartheid 
until the policy was abolished, Angli-
cans were also at the forefront of the 
battle for fairness in pricing of anti-
retroviral drugs. South Africa has the 
second highest number of HIV/AIDS 
patients in the world, with around one 
in eight people infected, an estimated 
2.5 million orphans, and in the order 
of 350,000 people dying each year. 
After a long struggle and court bat-
tle, such drugs are now available free 
under a State-funded scheme. 

Many churches of all denominations 
are organizing outreach events to 

tap into current World Cup fever. 
The government has re-arranged the 
term-times so that everyone is off for 
the entire period of the tournament.

Many church outreach events are be-
ing targeted at children and students. 
One example is an Anglican church in 
Port Elizabeth that is running a differ-
ent programme in each of the three 
weeks. Their USPG volunteer says 
“We have no idea how many children 
will turn up. We’re predicting anything 
from 100 to 500 and are trusting that 
God will provide us with the capabil-
ity to cater for however many arrive.  
The World Cup is also a chance for 
Christians to take a stand for God. We 
pray that God will use our excitement 
and enthusiasm to have a huge impact 
on the thousands congregating in 
South Africa.  We are anticipating an 
amazing atmosphere—and the work 
of the Holy Spirit. I think we can ex-
pect incredible things.”
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Dates for your Diary

August 21 (Sat)  Walk at Prein an der Rax

August 25 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting

August 28 (Sat)  Parish Outing

August 29 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Sept. 1 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Sept. 5 (Sun) 12.00 BBQ at the Castelinos’

Sept. 5 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Sept.16-19  Archdeaconry Synod, Vienna 

Sept. 25 (Sat)  Youth and Family retreat

Sept. 26 (Sun) 16.30 Animal Blessing Service

Sept. 29 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting

Oct. 3 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

Oct. 3 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct. 13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Oct. 17 (Sun) 10.00 Laying-on of hands during 10.00 service

Oct. 20 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting

Oct. 23 (Sat)  Nigerian Fest

Nov. 1 (Mon) 10.00 All Saints’ Day Sung Eucharist

Nov. 14 (Sun)  Remembrance Sunday

Nov. 20 (Sat)  Annual Bazaar

    DATE    TIME       EVENT
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Personal Ads and Notices

KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners and 
beginners of any age, for you. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at (www.finatti.com)

Computer Service Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your computer, 
printer, Internet connection etc.
Fast - Reliable - Affordable
www.ComputerServiceVienna.com                 
Hotline: 0650/689 57 57

Pianos for sale
(1)  Piano, 85 keys, 2 pedals. Measures 
133 cm long by 98 cm high by 47 
cm deep. Nut brown. Bought from 
Stelzhammer but make unknown! 900 
Euros or near offer. Can be viewed 
and tested in the Lainzerstraße, 1130 
Vienna. Please contact Siwy, tel: 804 
77 12.

(2) Top quality Blüthner upright piano 
purchased in 1983 for approx. €13,000 
for sale since owner is moving abroad. 
The piano is black wood, in excellent 
condition and measures 150x57x120 
(length, depth, height). Please call 
0664/559 2646 for viewing/testing in 
18th district.  

T
his space is reserved for m

em
bers of the congregation to place private ads. 

O
thers w

ill be asked to pay a sm
all charge to help tow

ards printing costs.

English-speaking Counsellor
Austrian born, US-trained Counsellor, 
with a broad background in counselling 
and marriage and family therapy in a 
multicultural setting offers counselling/
therapy services to the international 
community in a range of areas 
including relationship/marital issues, 
cross-cultural issues,  life transitions, 
grief and loss, anxiety, depression, 
trauma and spiritual issues. Contact 
details: Tel. 06991/7095031 or olson.
charlotte@gmail.com. 

Website for young families
A new website has been launched for 
English/German speaking families with 
young children, living in Vienna (www.
citykids.at). The website includes lists, 
descriptions and links to the best 
services, shops, courses, activities 
and much more. It will be particularly 
useful for families still finding their 
feet in a new country, but there is 
something to interest all families with 
young children.

The Chaplain 
entertaining 
some of the 
younger 
parishioners 
at the Sunday 
School Picnic 
(see p.28)
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