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Postal address: Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna
Church office: Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna ] Tel. and Fax: 714 8900
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Vestry   718 5922

Choir Director Mr. Christoph Wutscher  328 5460

Organist Mr. Emanuel Schmelzer-Ziringer 713 3786

For information on services in Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb, please contact:
Klagenfurt: Ms. Helen Taupe 04223 3028
Ljubljana: Ms. Barbara Ryder (Reader) 00386 4572 3015
Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berkovic 00385 98193 1774

The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.
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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

The cover photo was taken by Claus Michalek. 
Sean Nield, our Verger, plays the trombone with 
Brassissimo. The quintet participated in the 
10.00 service on 11 April and will be giving a 
concert at Christ Church on 18 June.

Claus
Rechteck
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Judy

I begin this column with an apology: this issue of 
Crossways is somewhat shorter than normal, 

primarily as a result of my absence from Vienna for 
part of last month, hospitalization for an operation 
and demanding professional assignments. The other 
reason is the relative dearth of submissions from 
readers—not to mention writers! April is always a 
very special month and the Holy Week services, as 
I described in last month’s editorial, were not to be 
missed. Unfortunately, I missed them all. My mother 
died on Good Friday and I would like to thank all those 
who remembered her in their prayers. I was blessed 
to have had a devoted mother by my side for over 62 
years even if we lived on different sides of the Atlantic. 
I thank God that I was able to spend a week at her 
side, days before her death. I am also grateful to God 
that during the illness that deprived her progressively 
of her memory, her mind and ultimately much of her 
personality, I had the privilege to return some of that 
love and care that she never failed to bestow on me. 
Good Friday will have an additional meaning for me 
in the future.

I have made repeated pleas in this column for people 
to submit articles to Crossways. We are fortunate 
to be part of a very active congregation and there is 
always something of interest going on in or around 
our church. The month of April is a case in point: the 
calendar was full of exciting events yet since I person-
ally was not there, I could not report on them!

Speaking of excitement, if anyone had told us at the 
beginning of the month that a volcano on an isolated 
island in the Atlantic would have brought the world’s 
air traffic to a halt, we would have considered it an 
improbable April Fool’s Day hoax. As I write, hun-
dreds of thousands are still stranded far from home. 
Presumably many of them had weddings to attend, 
contracts to sign, relatives to visit or other press-
ing reasons for their travel. Again, I give a prayer of 
thanks that the volcano waited for me to complete 
my personal farewell trip to the United States before 
it chose to erupt.
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

There are events 
in one’s life when 

one feels like giving in 
to despair! Throwing 
in the towel! The re-
cent convulsions that 
have again taken hold 
of the Roman Catho-
lic Church regarding 

abuse is such an event. What we 
witness is a turning from the Church 
occasioned by disillusionment. What 
remains for many is the teaching and 
example of Jesus Christ as recorded 
in the Gospels which in turn form the 
centre for the interpretation of the 
whole Bible. So in and out of season 
the most important thing we can do 
together with prayer is to pass on the 
story of Jesus Christ and the giving of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

The Cardinal Archbishop of Vienna 
has tried to meet the present con-
vulsions by taking the following 
words of Jesus Christ as his guiding 
principle: “The truth will set you 
free”. (John 8.32b) These words are 
not simply a guiding principle, but 
a form of encouragement that there 
is ultimately nothing to be afraid of 
if you remain faithful to Christ and 
his words. It is worth noting, as the 
Anglican Communion is also an in-
stitution beset by many convulsions, 
that many decades ago it chose as 
its leitmotif the same Bible passage. 
The truth will set you free!

At Morning Prayer today, as I write 
these lines, the reading set was from 

the last chapter of Paul’s epistle (let-
ter) to the Colossians. The passage 
that I have been coming back to is, 
“Devote yourselves to prayer, keep-
ing alert in it with thanksgiving. At 
the same time pray for us as well 
that God will open to us a door for 
the word, that we may declare the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
prison, so that I may reveal it clearly, 
as I should.” Here we see Paul urging 
those who have been taken hold of 
by the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
remain faithful in prayer. At the same  
time he asks prayers for himself that 
even in prison a door may be opened 
to him to proclaim the Gospel. This 
is something worth praying for daily 
that to each one of us doors may be 
opened so that we too may be given 
opportunities to make known God’s 
good will for the world.

On the first Easter morning the tomb 
is empty. In the Acts of the Apostles 
we read that when the guards came 
to fetch the apostles from the jail cell 
they find it empty. Later they are told 
that the apostles were found to be in 
the Temple making known the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. (Acts 5.17-26) 
The Empty Tomb is a sign that the 
love of God is stronger than death. 
Paul knows this as he taunts death, 
Where is now thy sting? The Empty 
Jail Cell is a sign that the story of 
Jesus Christ cannot be taken captive. 
It cannot be chained. It will always 
find a way to escape so that it can 
be proclaimed afresh in every gen-
eration. Our confidence is not in the 
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church as an institution especially 
in its captivity to this world and age, 
but in the life of the Risen Lord, who 
gives a message of life that cannot 
be contained because it speaks to us 
as being nothing less than the way, 
the truth and the life.

In finishing may I thank everyone 
who prays for me, Aileen and Jady. I 
am humbled every Sunday when as 
a church you pray for me by name 
hoping that this is more than per-
functory. One cannot measure how 
prayer upholds one in one’s life and 
ministry. Learn to trust that it does! 
We pray because Jesus prayed and 
commanded us to pray. He himself 
was obviously fortified by prayer. Re-
cently I heard somebody near to me 

belittle inter-
cessory prayer 
and was sad-
dened. Jesus 
says that we 
should go to 
a quiet place 
and pray in the 
knowledge that God knows what we 
need before we ask. (Matthew 6.1-
8) Paul writes, ‘Devote yourselves 
to prayer.’ May Jesus’ example and 
teaching and Paul’s urgings suffice as 
they relate to prayer and strengthen 
us on the path to the truth that sets 
us free. 

The Easter Garden, arranged by Lucille and Alexandra Curran (photo Claus Michalek)
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On Saturday, 11 April 2010, eight 
confirmation candidates (in-

cluding two adults Paul and Kelsey 
Young), Jeff and Bethany Stockett 
and I piled into a van (and a car) 
and headed out to Prein an der Rax  
for Christ Church’s first Confirmation 
Retreat. Thanks to the generosity of 
Patrick Knox-Peebles, we were able 
to accommodate the entire group for 
a wonderful and exciting last meet-
ing before Bishop Geoffrey arrives 
on 25 April. 

Despite the unexpected snow, we 
spent an exciting twenty-four Alm-
dudler-fueled hours going on a walk 
up the mountain, eating snacks, 
playing games, eating pizza, watch-
ing movies and, of course, talking 
about the past ten weeks of our 
confirmation class. 

This year’s confirmation class cen-
tered around the question, “What 
would you tell your friend on the 
U-Bahn when they ask you about 
Confirmation?” There was ample 
opportunity for the candidates to 
explain to a good natured Jeff and 
Bethany exactly what it meant to 
be confirmed and why. With only 
a little help from me, each of the 
confirmands was able to explain the 
significance of our faith and Anglican 
tradition in ways that certainly made 
this teacher proud! 

The weekend culminated in a candi-
date-led Communion service where 
each of them participated in the 
various parts of the service, with 
the music ably led by our dynamic 
singing duo: Paul and Kelsey! Time 
and time again, I was struck by how 

Confirmation Retreat
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faithful God has been to these 
confirmands. It is no small 
thing to say that the commu-
nity here at Christ Church and 
the family into which almost 
all of these confirmands were 
baptized has been an integral 
part of their spiritual develop-
ment. When they stand up 
to be confirmed on 25 April, 
it will be a testament to the 
wonderful ways God has 
drawn, and will continue to draw, 
people to Himself through the minis-
try we’ve been given here in Vienna. 
I am, as we all should be, proud of 
these candidates and the work and 
commitment they have shown. 

We are hoping to have enough con-
firmands to organize another retreat 
next year, and you can ask Paul and 

Kelsey—it’s not just for teenagers! 
So, if you know anyone who may 
be interested, or run into anyone 
particularly inquisitive about ques-
tions of Faith on the U-Bahn, head 
them in the direction of any of our 
new confirmands and they’ll learn 
everything they want to know about 
Confirmation and more. Thanks be 
to God! 
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I am currently reading 
Ron Hansen’s won-

derful new novel Exiles 
(Christ Church book 
club take note!), a 
book in which Hansen 
beautifully re-imag-
ines how the British 
poet Gerard Manley 
Hopkins came to 
write his famous 
poem The Wreck of 
the Deutschland, a 
poem about the 
real sinking of 
a German ship 
on 7 December 

1875, and about the 
five nuns who died in this tragedy. 
This novel quotes from a letter by 
Hopkins in which he reassures him-
self that although none of his poems 
were being accepted for publication, 
Christ is the only “literary critic” 
who counts.

The idea of Christ as a literary 
critic seems a reasonable way to 
introduce another reflection on the 
recent Soundings courses I gave on 
viewing Christ’s life through poetry. 
In one of these Soundings sessions, 
we looked at poems about the three 
Wise Men: W.B. Yeats’ The Magi, 
T.S. Eliot’s Journey of the Magi, and 
William Carlos Williams’ The Gift. 
One particularly wise member of 
the Soundings group (am I allowed 
to say that it was Hyacinth!) sug-
gested that poets love the story of 
the journey of the Magi because 

poets, too, are visionaries willing 
to take incredible risks of faith and 
imagination.

One of the commonalities in all 
three of these poems is that they 
focused on how the Wise Men were 
changed—transformed—by what 
they had seen. You might expect 
that the Wise Men would be changed 
by seeing the miracle of the Christ 
Child, and all three poems reflect this 
idea. What comes as perhaps more 
of a surprise (especially in the Yeats 
and Eliot poems) is that although 
the Magi have been moved by what 
they saw, they also feel somewhat 
disappointed. Both Yeats and Eliot’s 
poems are set in a time long after 
the Nativity and are reported by 
men looking back on the events they 
experienced. Both poems allude to 
Christ’s passion: Yeats referring to 
“Calvary’s turbulence” and Eliot to 
“three trees [i.e. crosses] on the low 
sky.” The implication is that the 
Wise Men were moved by seeing the 
birth of a great king, and expected 
wonderful things of him, but they 
didn’t understand the crucifixion. 

Three Wise Men Transformed

“The only just judge, the only just 
literary critic, is Christ, who prizes, 
is proud of, and admires, more than 
any man, more than the receiver 
himself can, the gifts of his own 
making.”

Gerard Manley Hopkins
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What happened? Why didn’t this 
glorious Christ Child fulfil his prom-
ise? Why did he die a common 
criminal?

These poems dwell on this sense of 
doubt by telling us that the wise men 
were “unsatisfied” (or, not sure if the 
Nativity was “satisfactory”). The use 
in both poems of the word “satis-
factory” is significant because one 
definition of this word is that “needs 
or expectations are satisfied leaving 
no room for complaint.” Another 
definition, however, is theological, 
meaning “serving as atonement for 
sin.”  As a member of the Soundings 

Three Wise Men Transformed

group noted, the Book of Common 
Prayer says that Christ’s death was 
a “satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world.” Both poems leave us 
with a sense, then, that the Magi 
went to the Nativity assuming that 
Christ’s birth would satisfy their ex-
pectations in the usual way, but what 
they found, instead, was a tragedy 
that confused them. These poems 
challenge us, then, to think about 
whether we are satisfied or unsatis-
fied by what we find in Christ. What 
do we hope to find in the manger? 
Can we, unlike these unsatisfied 
Wise Men, accept that a birth can 
be a death and a death, birth? 

At this year’s Annual Church Meet-
ing, it was decided to ask the con-

gregation to donate any old bibles they 
may have spare. Bibles are wanted by 
the Prison Visiting team, who find a 
great demand for them amongst the 
English-speaking prisoners whom 
they visit on a monthly schedule. We 
also want to be able to give a bible 
to anyone who visits the church and 
who needs a bible for home use. This is a fairly common practice in British 
churches, especially those that are open all day for casual visitors. It has 
proved to be very popular.

So, if you have an un-needed bible, could you please bring it to the Church 
Centre or to the Church Shop, making sure that it is clearly marked “Prison 
visiting team”. It will then be taken by members of the Prison Visiting team 
to prisoners.                                                                             David Hope

Any old Bibles?
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The Russian Orthodox Cathe-
dral, erected 1893-99, is situ-

ated in the 3rd district of Vienna at 
Jaurèsgasse 2, just along from our 
own church. It is a large, red brick 
building with five golden domes. It 
was renovated 2003-2008 and is a 
bishopric of the Patriarchal Mos-
cow. Services are held daily. The 
Church follows the Julian calendar, 
celebrating Nativity on 6th Janu-
ary. The services follow various 
rites, some festivals familiar to us 
as Easter, Christmas, Circumcision 
of Christ, Baptism of Christ, etc. 
Others are peculiar to Orthodoxy, 
e.g. Festival of Athanasios and 
Kyrill, which was being celebrated 
on the day I was there.

Very many years ago, I attended a 
service at the Orthodox Church of 
Alexander Newski in Paris. There, 
as in Vienna, I remember being so 
spellbound by what was happening 
that when I looked at my watch I 
found I had been standing for two 
and a half hours. 

The service in Vienna was very long 
too, but I noticed certain differences 
from what I had experienced in Paris. 
In Vienna, there was a mixed choir 
before the iconostasis directed by a 
female conductor, whereas in France 
a male choir was invisible behind the 
screen. Nowhere was there instru-
mental accompaniment.

The very architecture and decoration 
(frescoes) in the church transport 

the worshipper into another world. 
Being a domed building, the people 
find themselves in the centre of the 
action. The frescoes represent Christ 
Pantocrator, scenes from the Gospels 
(Last Supper, Lazarus, Emmaus, etc). 
Candles burned in front of several 
icons. I felt caught up in the whole 
occasion, being a member of the 
Church Militant yet surrounded by 
the Church Triumphant. I was more 
a part of what was happening than 
an observer.

There was continual movement. 
Worshippers walked around, lit 
candles, prayed in front of icons, 
crossed themselves, made obeisance, 

The Russian Orthodox Cathedral
by
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Born in Ohio in 1932, my late 
father-in-law, Eugene Hartzell, 

came to Europe in 1955 to con-
tinue his studies in singing and 
composition. After a short stay in 
Rome, he moved to Vienna, where 
he settled and remained for the 
rest of his life. His association with 
Christ Church began in 1962 with 
his marriage to Tatiana Preston, 
who is a long-standing member of 
our congregation. Their daughters 
Eugenie and Melanie were baptized 
and confirmed at Christ Church and 
now two grandchildren in the form 
of Stella and Timothy Nicholson also 
regularly swell the ranks on Sunday 
mornings. Although Gene earned 
his living as an English-language 
broadcaster and speaker, he was 
by vocation a composer. He died 
on 20 April 2000 and is still greatly 
missed by family and friends, both 
in America and in Vienna, not to 
mention many colleagues from the 
world of music. At Choral Evensong 
on 2 May, the Christ Church choir 
will sing his setting of Psalm 23.

In 1983, he composed settings of 
three psalms (nos. 3, 13 and 23) for 
unaccompanied amateur chorus. As 
this clearly meant a departure from 
the style of his twelve-tone works, 
it is tempting to think of the 1983 
psalms in terms of the “serious” 
composer taking a holiday from 
writing “modern” music and relaxing 
with some less demanding fare for 
the local church choir. However, now 
that we have had a few rehearsals of 

the piece, it is clear to me that Gene 
was drawing on wells of musical 
inspiration just as deep and origi-
nal as those that fed and watered 
the works he wrote for professional 
musicians.

Eugene Hartzell’s Psalm 23 is typi-
cal of his music generally – melodic, 
clearly structured, and expressive. 
It also achieves that deep fusion 
of words and music that is char-
acteristic of the best church music 
from Gregorian chant onwards. The 
psalm’s wonderful expression of 
trust in God in the teeth of adversity 
is compellingly reflected through 
contrasting sections of expres-
sive free-tonal melody, stringent 
counterpoint, and forthright unison 
declamation – all interspersed with 
radiant major chords. To my mind, 
it is a true statement of faith.

PS Eugene Hartzell wrote a number 
of other works for amateur music-
makers, notably the Seven Pieces 
for a Young Pianist (publ. Doblinger) 
and twenty-two settings of American 
folksong settings for voice and piano 
(publ. Eugene Hartzell Office, see 
www.eugene-hartzell.org).

The Lord is my Shepherd
by John N

icholson
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Monday Tuesday

16

23

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings: the
 Anglican 
 tradition 

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings: the
 Anglican 
 tradition 

Pentecost

30
Trinity Sunday Visit of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary to 
Elizabeth

08.00 Said Eucharist
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
then Congregational music rehearsal
18.00 The Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Service
18.30 Pentecost Fire at Himberg

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche 
18.00 The Six O’Clock Service with 
 laying on of hands 

May 2010 

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings: the
 Anglican 
 traditiony

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings: the
 Anglican 
 tradition

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with baptism
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong

Seventh Sunday of Easter

9

Sunday

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Fifth Sunday of Easter
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22

28

21

14

29

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

18.30 Quiz Evening

18.30 Taizé service

15.30 Outing to the
 Wotruba Kirche

10.00 Said Eucharist
 Preacher:
 Christoph
 Wutscher

10.30 Council 
 Quiet Day

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

20

12

19

6 7 1

8

5

13

26

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30  Reading Group

Wednesday Thursday Friday

11

Tuesday

27

Saturday

Ascension Day Matthias the 
Apostle

18.30 Lange Nacht der  
 Kirchen

Philip and James

17.00 Book 
 presentation:
 1938, Hitler’s
 Gamble

Pentecost: the many tongues of Christ Church Vienna

“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other tongues” Acts 1:2
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As Spring is finally springing and will soon enough be sprung, how about a 
fun night out? Why not try our “British Pub Quiz”? Categories include: his-
tory, geography, literature, music, sport, general knowledge, quantum physics 
(no, only joking with that one!). Teams of three or four people (depending on 
numbers) with four rounds of eight questions with breaks between rounds to 
catch one’s breath and sip a little wine.
Time: 7 May 2010 at 18.30 for a bring and share supper (potluck to you North 
Americans!) and 20.00 for quizzing.
Place: Sara and Eric Sandberg’s flat. Contact the Church Office for directions 
or email Sara at ecsandberg@gmail.com.

Last year 1938, Hitler’s Gamble by Giles MacDonogh was published. Our church 
features in this book. Fred Gruber wrote a book review for the October 2009 
edition of Crossways. Giles MacDonogh has kindly agreed to come and speak 
to us about the book and the role of our church in 1938, on 29 May at 17.00.

This year we are joining together with the Sacré-Coeur Community and the 
Russian Orthodox, both in the third district, for an ecumenical pilgrimage in the 
Botschaftsviertel (Embassy quarter). One of the mottos is therefore taken from 
St Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians: “We are ambassadors for Christ, since 
God is making his appeal through us”. (5.20). The evening begins at the Sacré-
Coeur church on the Rennweg at 18.30. From there we will make our way to the 
Russian Orthodox Cathedral and then on to Christ Church. Please join us for this 
interesting evening in which Christians of different churches share their worship 
with one another. Volunteers are still required for the evening as we want to keep 
our church open for visitors. Please contact Philip Reading if you can help.LA
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On 15 May, Dr. Gerda Davy who is member of the Wotrubakirche in Mauer, 
Vienna (23rd district) has kindly agreed to show us this unique 20th century 
church. It was designed by the Austrian sculptor Fritz Wotruba (1907-1975). 
Please be at the Wotruba Church at 15.15 for a 15.30 start of the tour.

This year at Pentecost, we will gather after the various Sunday services in 
Himberg for a bonfire to mark the third major festival of the Christian year. 
Our hosts are Nikki and Ted Scheiber. Please come to Falkenhofgasse 2a on 
Sunday, 23 May from 1830 onwards. At sunset we will light the bonfire and 
have a small service to celebrate the giving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
Read chapter 2 of the Book of Acts in your Bibles. Refreshments together with 
sausages and rolls will be provided.
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The Sunday School recently decided to continue supporting the Austrian charity 
“A heart for children”. In order to raise funds another walkathon is being organ-
ised. The charity’s declared aim is ‘to finance operations and rehabilitation for 
children in Ghana with orthopaedic disabilities, whose parents are unable to raise 
the necessary funds.’ This year the walkathon is on the Feast of Corpus Christi. It 
will be about 10 kilometres long. Sponsor forms will be made available. We will 
gather at the Readings home (Krottenbachstr. 99/4, 19th district) at 10.15 for 
10.30. The day will begin with Morning Prayer. Please bring a packed lunch.
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On Sunday, 2 May, Annemarie Bösch will play the recorder at the 10.00 service. 
She is a member of the recorder ensemble, Phoenix Brock Austria.

At Choral Evensong on Sunday, 2 May, the choir will perform Psalm 23 by Eu-
gene Hartzell (the American composer) to commemorate the tenth anniversary 
of his death. Eugene was the husband of Tatiana Hartzell.

The choir director has scheduled a congregational rehearsal for all those who 
would like to know about the pointing of the psalms and how best to sing them. 
The rehearsal is on Sunday 9 May after the 10 o’clock service.

On Friday, 18 June at 19.00, Brassissimo will give a concert at Christ Church, 
Vienna. Sean Nield, the Christ Church verger, is a member of this fun-lov-
ing group of musicians. For further information please visit their website:  
www.brassissimo.at. Tickets are available from Sean Nield.

Soundings continues this month with sessions on the Anglican Tradition, con-
cluding on Tuesday, 8 June. We meet at 19.00 in the Church Centre. These ses-
sions are being led in the main by the Revd. Jady Koch. The session on 1 June 
will be led by Christoph Wutscher on the English choral tradition.

I am reissuing the invitation I extended last month to join the prayer ministry at 
Christ Church. The prime duty of the prayer ministry members is a commitment 
to intercessory/petitionary prayer for individuals and the needs of the world 
marked by thanksgiving. At each session we look at some aspect of prayer or 
devotion. We often touch on other subjects as well as they help us to live out 
our Christian lives day by day. If you are interested in learning how to pray and 
are committed to intercessory/petitionary prayer please contact the Chaplain.
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Christ Church Retreat 2010

Every retreat is a time for rest and 
refreshment; every retreat is an 

opportunity for that kind of ‘waiting 
on God’ that is somehow very diffi-
cult in the midst of daily pressures; 
but every retreat also has its own 
particular colour or flavour. 

Some of this comes from the ad-
dresses that may be given, and some 
from the readings in the liturgy, or 
the place where the retreat takes 
place; but the most important part 
comes from the particular gift of 
the Holy Spirit to each of the par-
ticipants. Everything else just helps 

us hear and respond to the voice of 
the Spirit. 

With all that in mind, this year’s 
retreat will focus on the nature of 
our discipleship—as women and 
men called to a shared life in and 
with Jesus Christ. And perhaps there 
is a special challenge for us at the 
moment: to know how to turn this 
idea of a shared life into something 
that is an effective reality day by 
day. We can all agree it is central to 
the picture we find in the Gospels, 
but does human life today enable it 
to happen?

This will enable us to think about 
some of the ways life has changed, 
in society and in the church, and 
ask some questions about our hopes 
and anxieties for the future. Just as 
St Paul makes a strong distinction 
between life ‘in the flesh’ and life 
‘in the Spirit’, so we shall ask, what 
should we be expecting as we pray 
for the gifts of the Spirit? How far 
is life ‘in the Spirit’ like living in a 
parallel universe? And in the midst 
of all this, we shall be seeing one 
another anew and recognising God 
at work in us all.

Fr. Peter Allan

Stift Göttweig, where the retreat will be held
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Father Peter Allan, who will be leading this year’s retreat in June at the 
monastery of Göttweig, teaches Christian Ethics and Church Music at the 
College of the Resurrection in Mirfield, Yorkshire, England, a theological 
college that prepares women and men for the Anglican priesthood. 

Fr Peter Allan studied music at Oxford and theology at the College of 
the Resurrection. He became a member of the Community of the Resur-
rection in 1982. Before joining the Community, he served in parochial 
ministry in the Dioceses of St Albans and Oxford, and as Fellow and 
Chaplain of Wadham College Oxford. His current research centres on 
the role of the western chant tradition in the articulation of Christian 
doctrine. In addition to his duties at the College, he is Prior of the Com-
munity of the Resurrection. He says of the College: “After a long time 
teaching in the College, it remains a great source of hope and inspira-
tion for me—both because of the example of so many who have gone 
out to love and serve the people of God in the past hundred years, but 
also because of the wonderful variety and giftedness of those whom 
God calls to the College today.”

touching the ground with hand or 
forehead. In one corner, a priest was 
hearing confession. A priest emerged 
from behind the iconostasis and 
stood among the congregation for 
the reading of the Gospel, for which 
the people stood still. 

The whole liturgy was sung by 
priests and choir in the ecclesiasti-
cal Slav language, except that the 
Gospel, the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Nicene Creed were then repeated 
in German and spoken. There was 
otherwise no congregational par-
ticipation through corporate hymn 
singing or intercessions.

The iconostasis doors remained 
open during the service except for 
the moment in the liturgy when 
transubstantiation is celebrated. 
The elements were then brought out 
to the people and distributed on a 
spoon from the chalice.

Some of the traditions and practices 
were of course unfamiliar for me as 
a Protestant (kissing the icon, the 
chalice or the Bible, for example). 
What is more, I am not acquainted 
with the liturgical language. Despite 
all this, I nevertheless felt I had really 
experienced and been part of Sunday 
worship.

continued from p.10
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Thailand is unique in South-East 
Asia in that it has never been 

colonized. Known as Siam until 
1939, the word “thai” means “free”. 
Emerging as a kingdom around 1238, 
over the next four centuries borders 
were enlarged through conquest. 
Thailand has remained independent 
by ceding land to the colonial powers 
(during the 1800s, Cambodia and 
Laos to the French; part of Malaysia 
to the British). 

In 1946, the present King Bhumibol 
Adulyade ascended the throne; a 
constitutional monarchy having 
been established in 1932. Now the 
world’s longest reigning monarch, he 
has been a stabilizing influence dur-
ing the military coups, political and 
social unrest and uneasy coalitions 
that marked the late 20th century 
until a democratic government was 

elected in 1995. Unrest flared up 
again in 2006 and populist Prime 
Minister Thaksin was ousted from 
office. The “red shirts” prominent 
in current demonstrations are pro-
Thaksin supporters.

The 1980s brought a boom to 
Thailand’s previously agricultural 
economy and had a significant 
impact on society, as thousands 
flocked to work in industry and the 
service sector. Its well-developed 
infrastructure was rocked by the 
extensive damage and over 6000 
deaths caused by the 2004 tsunami. 
Thailand had recovered well from 
the Asian financial crisis of 1997-98, 
helped by a free-enterprise economy, 
and strong export industries; and 
rebuilding after the tsunami has 
been relatively swift. However, the 
global financial crisis has severely 

cut Thailand’s exports again, 
and financial uncertainty lies 
behind some of the current 
political turmoil. 

Thailand’s capital, Bangkok, 
expanded rapidly during the 
boom years, and is now one 
of Asia’s most vibrant, influ-
ential, and heavily-congest-
ed cities. Known as both the 
“city of angels” and the “city 
of sin”, however, as crime, 
drugs, and alcohol misuse 

THAILAND
A regular series of short articles that focus on different parts of the 
worldwide church each month; bringing news as well as a prayer 
of or for the area concerned. 

Christ Church, Bangkok
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Information compiled in November 2007 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. Vickers, from 
whom further information may be available. Contact her by Email at: mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.u. 
‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Chris-
tians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.co.uk). Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer 
letters, sermons, etc, but wider use needs permission from Mary Vickers who owns the copyright.

Wat Arun (Temple of the Dawn), Bangkok

are widespread; as is the large-scale 
sex industry, said to involve over two 
million people. It is estimated that 
20 per cent of all Thai girls aged be-
tween 11 and 17 work as prostitutes 
at some stage, and as many as 80 per 
cent of prostitutes will contract the 
HIV virus. This has led Thailand to 
take a lead in the region in distribut-
ing cheaper generic drugs for AIDS 
sufferers and setting up awareness 
campaigns to reduce the number of 
new infections.

Alongside the monarchy and the 
military, Buddhism has helped to 
shape Thai society and politics. Fol-
lowed by 94 per cent of Thailand’s 
66.2 million population, the king is 
the protector of Thai Buddhism. Both 
Islam and Christianity are minority 
faiths with followings of almost 4 per 
cent and 1 per cent respectively. 

Although French RC priests began 
work in Siam in 1662, the first major 
missionary presence was in 1828. 
Official antagonism, persecution, 
and the short life-span of missionar-
ies hampered the early growth of the 
Church, but there is now full official 
freedom of religion. The churches in 
the north remain the strongest, with 
75 per cent of Christians being from 
this area. The Thai Church is slowly 
growing, but it is still very small. 
The Church of Christ in Thailand 
and the Karen Baptist Convention 
are the largest Protestant churches. 
The tiny Anglican/Episcopal Church 
of Thailand forms a Deanery within 
the Diocese of Singapore, part of the 
Province of South East Asia. Begin-
ning with just Christ Church Bang-
kok, there are now nine churches.

Pray for: release from governmental & military corruption; church growth, 
especially in the south; a truly indigenous church to develop; and those 
who do not have access to the complete Bible in their mother tongue.
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Dates for your Diary

May 1 (Sat) 10.30 Council Quiet Day
May 2 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong – Hartzell 23rd Psalm
May 5 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: A book of silence 
  by Sara Maitland
May 7 (Fri) 18.30 Quiz night at the Sandbergs
May 12 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
May 13 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day—Preacher Christoph Wutscher
May 14 (Fri) 18.30 Taizé Service
May 15 (Sat) 15.30 Outing to the Wotruba Kirche
May 23 (Sun) 18.30 Pentecost bonfire at Himberg
May 28 (Fri) 19.00 Lange Nacht der Kirchen
May 29 (Sat) 17.00 Book presentation: Hitler’s Gamble, by Giles   
  MacDonogh, in the Church Centre
May 30 (Sun) 18.00 Service with laying-on of hands
June 2 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting
June 3 (Thurs)  Walkathon in aid of the Sunday School
June 6 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and Sunday School picnic
 18.00 Choral Evensong
June 9 (Wed) 19.00 Ministry Committee
June 10 (Thurs) 19.00 Concert: St.Albans 
  Episcopal Church Choir, Washington D.C.
June 11-13  Retreat at Stift Göttweig
June 16 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
June 18 (Fri) 19.00 Brassissimo Concert (tickets from Sean Nield)
June 20 (Sun) 18.00 Revd William Gulliford preaching
June 26 (Sat)  Bring and Share BBQ hosted by the Ratcliffes
June 27 (Sun) 10.00 Christoph Wutscher preaching
August 21 (Sat)  Walk at Prein an der Rax
August 25 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting
August 28 (Sat)  Parish Outing
Sept. 5 (Sun)  BBQ at the Castelinos’ after the 10.00 service
Sept.16-19  Archdeaconry Synod, Vienna 
Sept. 25 (Sat)  Youth and Family retreat
Sept. 29 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting
Oct. 3 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving
Oct. 17 (Sun) 10.00 Laying-on of hands during 10.00 service
Oct. 20 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting
Oct. 23 (Sat)  Nigerian Fest
Nov. 14 (Sun)  Remembrance Sunday
Nov. 20 (Sat)  Annual Bazaar

    DATE    TIME       EVENT
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Personal Ads and Notices

klavierklasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners and 
beginners of any age, for you. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at (www.finatti.com)

Computer Service Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your computer, 
printer, Internet connection etc.
Fast - Reliable - Affordable
www.ComputerServiceVienna.com                 
Hotline: 0650/689 57 57

Cat sitter available 
Are you going away temporarily? 
There’s no need to send your feline 
companion to a cattery. Cat-sitter 
available. Visit daily or live in. By 
arrangement. Ring Laura Fairburn 
01/310 1766.

Attention uk pensioners
Due to changes in EC regulations, 
from the 1 May 2010, if you receive 
pension payments from the UK or are 
a dependant of somebody working in 
the UK, the UK will now be responsible 
for the issue of your European Health 
Insurance Card (EHIC) instead of the 
member state i.e. Austria, where you 
are living. For more information on 
the planned changes please see the 
NHS website on: http://www.nhs.
uk/NHSEngland/Healthcareabroad/
Pages/EUregulations.aspx 

Piano for sale
Piano, 85 keys, 2 pedals. Measures 133 
cm long by 98 cm high by 47 cm deep.  
Nut brown. Bought from Stelzhammer 
but make unknown! 900 Euros or near 
offer. Can be viewed and tested in the 
Lainzerstraße, 1130 Vienna. Please 
contact Siwy, tel: 804 77 12.  

T
his space is reserved for m

em
bers of the congregation to place private ads. 
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thers w

ill be asked to pay a sm
all charge to help tow

ards printing costs.

English-speaking Counsellor
Austrian born, US-trained Counsellor, 
w i th  a  broad background in 
counselling and marriage and family 
therapy in a multicultural setting 
offers counselling/therapy services 
to the international community in a 
range of areas including relationship/
marital issues, cross-cultural issues,  
life transitions, grief and loss, 
anxiety, depression, trauma and 
spiritual issues. Contact details: Tel. 
06991709503 or olson.charlotte@
gmail.com. 

French and Arabic teacher
Jacqueline (French/Arabic mother 
tongue) offers lessons in both languages 
(grammar and conversation) for adults 
and children. She lives in the 18th 
district and can give lessons at home or 
if necessary come to your home. Please 
call her on 0664/559 2646 or call me 
for further information or a reference. 
Judy Castelino 285 1802   

Website for young families
A new website has been launched for 
English/German speaking families with 
young children, living in Vienna (www.
citykids.at). The website includes lists, 
descriptions and links to the best 
services, shops, courses, activities 
and much more. It will be particularly 
useful for families still finding their 
feet in a new country but there is 
something to interest all families with 
young children.
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