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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.
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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

This month’s cover shows a contemplative scene 
that will remind us of the meaning of Lent as 
a time for retrospection and self examination. 
Like the man on the picture, we are following  
the path that leads to Easter. 

Claus
Rechteck

Claus
Rechteck
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The deadline for submissions for 
the April issue of CROSSWAYS is 12 
March. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

Judy

Like everyone else with a computer—and that 
means the large majority of us—my spam folder 

contains the usual daily invitations to claim a multi-
million prize from a lottery for which I didn’t buy a 
ticket, purchase energising substances that little short 
of an anatomical miracle could interest me, or meet 
up with Olga whom I ostensibly met during a recent 
(nonexistent) holiday in Russia. It also contains count-
less messages that I am pressured to pass on to my 
family and friends to prove that I love them, but since 
most of these are attachments—and Microsoft makes 
it its mission to warn us against opening these—they 
land, unviewed, straight in my deleted items folder. 

The other day my curiosity got the better of me when 
two identical and decidedly “Christian” messages, 
together with attachment, arrived simultaneously 
from a Malaysian friend (Muslim) and a Sri Lankan 
acquaintance (Buddhist). In some trepidation (per-
haps I was being directed to an “inappropriate” site 
or my computer would succumb to an instant, deadly 
virus), I opened them and found the usual corny text 
and photos that, I assumed, contained a message, 
explicit or implied, on how to change my life for the 
better. The story was simple. A man of 92, recently 
widowed after 70 happy years of marriage, is moving 
to a retirement home, obviously one at the lower end 
of the comfort scale. A carer escorting him to his room 
describes it to him, and he replies “I like it”. “How do 
you know before you’ve seen it. It’s rather shabby and 
the curtains are just sheets hung over the window” 
was the retort. “That’s not important”, said the old 
man. “I’ve made up my mind I like it. Happiness is 
something I choose in advance. Whether or not I like 
the room doesn’t depend on the furniture but on how 
I decide to see it. Each morning when I wake up I can 
choose to stay in bed and think about all the things 
that are wrong with me, or get up and give thanks to 
God for those parts that are still working! Every day 
is a gift”. I didn’t circulate it by email to my friends, 
but it touched a nerve and I thought I would share 
it with you ...
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Over the last 
few weeks I 

have been given a 
number of presents: 
a scarf from Gha-
na in the national 
colours, a cap with 
the emblem of 
the New Orleans 

Saints (an American football 
team and this year’s Superbowl 
champions) decorated with the 
fleur-de-lis, a collection of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s speeches 
entitled Inspire a Nation and a report 
of the International Commission 
on Nuclear Non-proliferation and 
Disarmament entitled Eliminating 
Nuclear Threats—a practical agenda 
for global policymakers edited by Ian 
Biggs, an Australian diplomat and 
a former member of Christ Church, 
Vienna. 

These four presents, I sense, are 
special, because people in differ-
ent ways are sharing a little bit of 
themselves with me and thereby 
deepening our relationship. In each 
case they were a welcome surprise. 
It’s always nice to receive presents. 
Often they are an invitation to share 
in someone’s identity, interest or 
work, to name a few motives. Given 
a book I will read it or at least try. 
Given a scarf or hat I will wear it—at 
least once!

The above thoughts lead me to make 
the following reflection. Some are 
born into the life of the church; others 

have 
dec ided 

fo r themselves that 
t h e Christian faith is for 
them. One of the gifts the church 
makes (and I have spoken about this 
before) is the gift of the Christian 
year with its various seasons, which 
chart a familiar passage through 
the year. It begins with Advent and 
achieves a first climax at Christmas/
Epiphany and then proceeds through 
Lent via Holy Week to the great feast 
of Easter: Christ risen! It presses on 
via Ascension Day to the giving of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost followed by 
Trinity Sunday and concludes with 
the harvest festival of the church 
and our faith, All Saints’ Day (1 
November).

My appreciation of the Christian 
year with its seasons, with its ebb 
and flow, with its nuances, if we will 
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be but attentive, continues to grow 
and mature. A few weeks ago, medi-
tating on a text from the Old Testa-
ment, I issued an invitation to the 
congregation to dare community. For 
the God who makes himself known 
in and through Jesus Christ is a God 
of relationship and of relationships 
connecting people with one another 
across the boundaries we erect and 
throughout the ages. 

While writing I am reminded of 
what one member of Christ Church, 
Vienna said at Christmas. It is a pity 
that we do not celebrate the great 
Christian festivals as a Christian 

family together. She said this as 
people were making for motorways, 
train stations and airports to visit 
family, going on holiday or just get-
ing away.

Once again the church invites all 
her children to a faithful keeping 
of Holy Week beginning with Palm 
Sunday and then making stations on 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
culminating in the Easter vigil and 
fire and our Easter Sunday celebra-
tions. Come one, come all! For the 
Lord of all life is risen indeed!

Mothering Sunday this year is on Sunday, 14 March. It is also known as 
Refreshment Sunday reminding us that we have passed the halfway 

mark of our Lenten observance. Mothering Sunday traditionally focused 
on the imagery of “mother church” and Mary, the mother of Jesus. See the 
Book of Common Prayer epistle for that Sunday (the fourth in Lent). There 
we find “Jerusalem which is above is free; which is Mother of us all” (Gala-
tians 4.26). In the 16th century people gathered for a service in their mother 
church. People still speak of the cathedral church as the mother church of the 
diocese. Our cathedral is located in Gibraltar. Once again Ann Wanzenböck 
volunteered without any prompting to make the traditional simnel cake: a 
delicious fruit cake usually eaten during Lent. The 10.00 service is a Family 
Eucharist, followed by refreshments in the Church Centre. 

•  We light a candle to remind us that the love of God is like a light   
 in our darkness.
•	 We	praise	you,	our	God,	for	all	mothers	who	have	loved	and		 	
 laughed and laboured as they cared for their children.
•		 We	 praise	 you,	 our	 God,	 for	 all	 mothers	 who	 have	 wept	 in	 
 sorrow and joy for their children.
•		 We	praise	you,	our	God,	for	Jesus,	born	of	a	woman	and	nurtured	in		
 her love, and for Mary, a reminder of your patient, waiting love.
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Lent is traditionally the time we 
spend settling our affairs, as 

it were, with God before the great 
climax of Easter. There is always a 
lot of tidying up to be done in our 
personal habits, our prayer life, 
our relationships. But Lent is about 
more than giving things up. It is 
about freeing ourselves to look up, 
around and ahead. It is about decid-
ing where our life is going. Possibly, 
about making more space for God. 
Possibly, also, about how we want 
to use our resources of time, talent 
and money in His service.

Here are a few facts for your consid-
eration: Christ Church has a history 
of making leaps of faith, and they 
have been getting more frequent. 
A hundred and thirty years ago, a 
group of business people and aristo-
crats, led by the then British ambas-
sador, collected the money to build 
the church we still enjoy using today. 
In 1987, Tania and Nick Witter had 
the vision and determination to raise 
the money for the new organ that we 
still enjoy listening to today. 

In 1995, we became incorporated as 
a charitable association and raised 
and borrowed money to invest in a 
chaplaincy flat which we now fully 
own (although the chaplain doesn’t 
live in it at the moment, the rent we 
receive more or less covers the cost 
of his apartment). In 2000, embold-
ened by the success of the bazaar 
and shop, we signed an open-ended 
lease for the Christ Church Centre. 

In 2007, we decided that we had in-
vested enough in infrastructure and 
that we needed to invest in people to 
take the ministry of the church—our 
real reason for existing—forward. 
Our chaplains have been doubling 
up as archdeacons of the Eastern 
Archdeaconry of the Diocese in Eu-
rope since the mid-nineties, which 
has limited the attention and energy 
they can bestow on their home con-
gregation. This is a sacrifice we have 
(mostly) been glad to make for the 
sake of our diocese.

Last year, we invited the Revd. Jady 
Koch to be our curate and to help 
take the chaplaincy of Christ Church 
Vienna out of maintenance mode 
and back into growth mode. We 
know there are a lot of people out 
there hungry for what the Anglican 
church has to offer—ordered wor-
ship in freedom and love—in a world 
increasingly marked by fanaticism 
on the one hand and empty material-
ism on the other. 

Simultaneously with the addition of 
Jady to our clergy staff, we ended 
the ambiguous tax status that our 
chaplains have had, at least since 
the Second World War, through 
their position as chaplain to H.M. 
Ambassador; we are now fully inte-
grated in  the Austrian tax and social 
security system. This will increase 
our regular expenses, but we are 
sure it is the right thing to do as it 
gives us flexibility and puts us on a 
sound footing. by
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Christ Church is entirely self-sup-
porting. No regular subsidies or 
grants are received from any bishops 
or governments. Christ Church gives 
10 per cent of all its income (tithes) 
to Christian and humanitarian chari-
ties. Less than half of a typical year’s 
income is derived from pledged 
giving (i.e. regular, foreseeable 
voluntary contributions from our 
members), over 40 per cent from the 
annual bazaar and Church Shop, and 
the remainder from irregular, miscel-
laneous sources. We don’t know in 
any given year whether the bazaar 
will be a success. We do know that 
we have a regular turnover of mem-
bers, and that when “old” members 
leave, new ones step into the breach. 
As far as the maintenance of the 
work, ministry and mission of our 
church is concerned... The Respon-
sibility Is Ours.

In mid-February you should have 
received a letter from the church-
wardens inviting you to a TRIO pres-
entation on Sunday, 7 March after 
the 10.00 service. Gary Brewster 
will flesh out what I have outlined 
here with detailed facts and figures. 
You will have the opportunity to 
ask questions and share your reac-
tions with others, before going off 
to reflect, until Palm Sunday, on the 
contribution that you feel it is appro-
priate to make to the work of Christ 
Church. Please make every effort to 
attend: for membership of a com-
munity, like true love, means taking 
responsibility, and to do that fully 

we need to understand 
as fully as possible.

For that reason, I would 
also remind you that 
the Annual Chaplaincy 
Meeting, at which the 
year’s work is discussed, 
officers and representa-
tives are elected and 
matters affecting the 
chaplaincy’s future are 
decided, will be held in the church 
on Wednesday, 17 March at 19.00. 
To take part in this meaningfully, 
you need to be on the list of mem-
bers known as the Electoral Roll. It 
has been posted up at the back of 
the church. If you cannot find your 
name, please contact Rose Samuel or 
one of the churchwardens (i.e. Nikki 
Hertford-Scheiber or me).

Please remember that all kinds of 
giving—your personal gifts, time 
and money—are equally important. 
Please also remember that you are a 
cherished member of Christ Church 
whatever you may give or receive. 
Finally, let me take this opportunity 
to thank everyone who has already 
been “roped in” for your faithful and 
generous support.

G
ary Brew

ster

TRI O
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For many people today, the season 
of Lent has become a second 

chance to redeem their now-failed 
New Year’s resolutions. Now, quit-
ting an unhealthy habit, taking up 
exercising or eating more healthily 
are never bad ideas (who doesn’t 
need to cut out dessert or eat more 
green vegetables?). However, using 
Lent to make healthy changes is 
not in keeping with its initial intent. 
Lent is a time when we observe the 
relationship between our fleshly de-
sires and ourselves. That is, we deny 
our various appetites in recognition 
that we are more than our base 
human desires. This is not about 
self-denial as an end in itself. By 
denying our desires during Lent, we 
are drawn back to reflections on the 
content and basis of our faith: the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 
The Lenten season, culminating in 
Easter, is a forty-day remembrance 
of just that. 

The Rev. Dr. Mike Horton explains 
the significance: 
“Lent is a forty-day preparation for 
the observance of Christ’s passion 
and Easter. It gives us an annual 

opportunity to trace the history of 
redemption. We learn that the 
number forty is associated with a 
trial, a preparation, even an ordeal 
that leads either to blessing or curse 
in the stories of Noah, Moses, and 
Jonah. Recapitulating Adam’s trial 
and Israel’s forty years of testing, 
Jesus was taken by the Spirit into 
the wilderness for forty days, fasting 
instead of following Adam and the 
wilderness generation of Israelites 
in demanding the food they craved 
(Matt. 4:1-4). Resisting Satan’s 
temptation with God’s Word, Jesus 
was the Last Adam and Faithful Israel 
who fulfilled the trial not only for 
himself but also for us”.

No matter what we eventually 
choose to deny or take on, Lenten 
devotion can bring a renewed and 
deepened appreciation of Jesus’ self-
sacrificial love on our behalf and pre-
pare us to celebrate anew with the 
“communion of saints” his glorious 
resurrection on Easter morning. 
 
Ash Wednesday
On Wednesday, 17 February, Chris-
tians all over the world celebrated 
Ash Wednesday. Alluding to Genesis, 
where God uses “dust” to create hu-
man beings, ashes are used through-
out the entire Bible as a symbol of 
repentance, sorrow and mortality. 
This combination is summed up per-
fectly by what the priest says at the 
imposition of the ashes, “Remember 
that you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return. Turn away from sin and 

Lent: 40 Days of Gratitude
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be faithful to Christ.” Although rec-
ognizing one’s mortality may seem 
somewhat morbid, Ash Wednesday 
is an opportunity to confess the Faith 
that underlies the entire Lenten sea-
son, namely, that in this action we 
confess our hope—that death has 
lost its ultimate sting (1 Cor. 15:55); 
that we will be raised with Jesus on 
the last day. 
 
Fasting? 
From Moses to King David to Jesus: 
fasting has a long and well-attested 
Biblical witness. Although there are 
many different ways of fasting, the 
intention is to bring us to an acute 
sense of our humanity by wrestling 
with the power of natural desires. 
As Jesus pointed out in Matthew 6, 
fasting is supposed to be a private 
affair between you and God and can 
take a variety of forms. Remember, 
if you choose to fast from anything 

Lent: 40 Days of Gratitude

during Lent, it is not the quantity 
or the severity that counts, but the 
intention behind the action. As King 
David writes in Psalm 51, “The sac-
rifices of God are a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, 
you will not despise.” 
 
Our Lenten devotion, “in view of 
God’s mercies,” (Romans 12:1) 
rests on the already accomplished 
sacrifice of Christ, and our sacrifice 
is always a response to, never the 
cause, of God’s love. This Lent, we 
remember the words of the 1662 
BCP Eucharistic service: “And al-
though we be unworthy, through 
our manifold sins, to offer unto thee 
any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to 
accept this our bounden duty and 
service, not weighing our merits, but 
pardoning our offences,” and rest in 
the sure and confident embrace of 
God’s amazing grace.

Forty days and forty nights
Thou wast fasting in the wild;
Forty days and forty nights
Tempted, and yet undefiled.

Sunbeams scorching all the day;
Chilly dew-drops nightly shed;
Prowling beasts about Thy way;
Stones Thy pillow; earth Thy bed.

Should not we Thy sorrow share
And from worldly joys abstain,
Fasting with unceasing prayer,
Strong with Thee to suffer pain?

Then if Satan on us press,
Jesus, Savior, hear our call!
Victor in the wilderness,
Grant we may not faint nor fall!

So shall we have peace divine:
Holier gladness ours shall be;
Round us, too, shall angels shine,
Such as ministered to Thee.

Keep, O keep us, Savior dear,
Ever constant by Thy side;
That with Thee we may appear
At the eternal Eastertide.

G. H. Smyttan (1822070) and  
Francis Pott (1983-1909)
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The cross of San Damiano takes its name from a small chapel of just 
outside the town of Assisi in Italy, where St. Francis heard Christ speak 

to him as he was praying at the altar. The original cross was brought to As-
sisi by the followers of St. Clare who moved to the comparative safety and 
security of the town in about 1260. It now hangs in the church dedicated 
to St. Clare. The cross was probably painted around the year 1150 and 
shows the risen Christ standing, calm and dignified, telling us his whole 
story! It brings together heaven—the glowing gold of Christ’s halo—and 
earth: all creation contained within an almost unbroken 
border of shells that stands for the beauty of creation 
and pilgrimage. Heaven and earth are brought into 
relat ionship with and through Jesus. 

We see Jesus with his arms opened wide on the cross. 
His eyes invite us to meet his 
gaze, to take time to engage 
with him and his story.  Two 
angels gather the blood from 
the  wounds on each of his 
hands, the price of our sal- vation. At the ends of the 
darkness behind his arms, symbolizing the empty 
tomb, an angel points to show that the grave really 
is empty. From left to right the larger figures are Mary, 
Jesus’ mother and John, the beloved disciple on 
the left and Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and 
the centurion, the Roman sol- dier who was so impressed that 
he said, “Truly, this man was God’s Son!” (Matthew 27:54) 
on the right. The smaller figures are the Roman soldier whose 
spear pierces Jesus’ side and the Jewish unbeliever on the 
right, who scoffs. Above the main part of the cross, we see Jesus ascend-
ing to heaven where the angels are singing his praise. God the Father is 
represented by his hand, extended down in blessing.

For over 800 years this amazing cross has been telling the story of Christ.
Some say that St. Francis’ spiritual vision of Christ and his compassion were 
strongly influenced by this cross. St. Francis’ prayer to Christ, as he prayed 
in the chapel of San Damiano has come down to us:  

Most high and glorious God, cast your light into the darkness of my heart.  Give 
me right faith, firm hope, perfect charity and profound humility, with wisdom and 
perception, O Lord, so that I my do what is truly your most holy will. Amen by
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The Cross of San Damiano
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Fellowship was in great supply in 
the Church Centre on Friday 29, 

January when we held an experi-
mental Country Dance—a Ceilidh as 
it is known in Scotland. 

This is the first time there has been 
any dancing in the Centre and we 
were somewhat concerned whether 
the double room would be big 
enough, and whether there would be 
any interest from our congregation to 
join in such an old fashioned event 
as country dancing. The Social Com-
mittee, in their wisdom, decided it 
was worth a try, so off we went ...

The only advertising was through the 
Sunday wrap and personal contacts, 
so an attendance of 22 was very re-
assuring for the organizers. On the 
day, the furniture in the Centre was 
quickly cleared out into the office 
or the garden, leaving a surprising 
amount of room for dancing. There 
was real Scottish Ceilidh music, 
but from CDs on a laptop and am-
plified through a 
mini Hi-Fi system, 
rather like we had 
for the Barn Dance 
at Himberg. It’s not 
quite like having a 
genuine Scottish 
band, but it was 
a good substitute 
given there are 
not many genu-
ine Scottish dance 
bands in Vienna 
just now!

The knowledge of most of the danc-
ers was fairly basic, but then the 
dances I chose were also very basic; 
a few mistakes here and there were 
all in the fun spirit of the evening. 
The only problem we encountered 
was trying to get two groups of three 
people to pass each other through 
the narrow space in the middle—for 
the Dashing White Sergeant, for ex-
ample—but the dancers all laughed 
at the ensuing chaos. Everyone’s 
dancing improved considerably by 
being able to walk through the steps 
before actually doing each of the 
nine dances. 

We danced for well over two hours 
before it was decided to “quit while 
ahead” so everyone left wanting 
more: a wish we hope to fulfil at an-
other wee ceilidh, perhaps in April.

Refreshments were kindly pro-
vided by the Social Committee, and 
€29 was collected towards future 
events.

by D
avid H

ope
Fellowship through dance
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Following the success of the 
Carsten Peter Thiede Sympo-

sium, Christ Church members were 
offered an opportunity by Dr. Hans 
Förster, one of the speakers on that 
day, to visit the little known Depart-
ment of Papyrus in the cellars of 
the Austrian National Library in the 
Hofburg. And it was on yet another 
cold snowy evening that over 20 
members of Christ Church and the 
British Ambassador and his wife 
entered the grandiose portals of the 
Baroque State Library.

This fascinating and important col-
lection of papyri only exists because 
in the late nineteenth century an 
enterprising Viennese, Theodor Graf, 
imported from Egypt a large quantity 
of papyri, made from the internal 
material of the enormous reeds that 
line the Nile. He sold them to Arch-
duke Rainer who in 1889 presented 
the collection to the Emperor who 
promptly donated it to the then Im-
perial Library. Nowadays, the export 
of papyrus and other artefacts from 
Egypt is forbidden. 
 
There are approximately 180,000 
objects in the collection including 
papyri, mummy masks, bones and 
all manner of tablets but they are 
not all on display as many are still 
being researched and interpreted. 
The scripts give an insight into the 
daily life in early Egypt, the daily 
transactions and legal matters as 
well as arts and crafts. The displays 
are bright and modern, many have 

English translations. The entry fee 
is a mere €3.

One major attraction is the Book 
of The Dead, written on three long 
strips of papyrus in three periods of 
time, the earliest in Hieroglyphics 
when few people could read, the 
middle section in Hieretic language, 
a more cursive style as literacy 
increased and the most modern 
dating from 350AD in the Demotic 
language. This book is decorated 
with pictures and shows what the 
Egyptians believed happened when 
one died. There are clear parallels 
between Egyptian and early Chris-
tian beliefs and much research has 
been and continues to be done on 
this evidence of common origins, 
together with clues found in the 
Coptic scripts that are also part of 
the collection. Sadly, the original 
experts glued the strips onto long 
pieces of cardboard and on removal 
to the more modern display method 
(between two pieces of glass) some 
of the writing was removed along 
with the glue. 

The mummy masks were particularly 
interesting as they are so realistic and 
use perspective and other modern 

Back to Egypt
by
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As announced in last month’s Crossways, on Friday, 
5 March over three million people world wide will be 

praying and worshipping together during an annual day 
of prayer, using a service prepared by Christian women in 
Cameroon (see p26) with the theme “Let everything that 
has breath praise God” This is always an exciting day as 
a great wave of prayer sweeps the world, beginning when 
the first service is held in the Queen Salote Girls’ School 
in Tonga and continuing around the world until the final 
service takes place, some 35 hours later, in neighbouring 
Western Samoa. By then the day will have been celebrated 
in over 170 countries and over 5,000 services will have 
been held. In Austria, there will be over 430 services in-
cluding services in English and Swedish.

Although organized and led by women, this is essentially 
a day of prayer for everybody as we demonstrate our soli-
darity with our sisters and brothers in other countries and 
all are welcome to attend. This year, the service in English 
will be held at Christ Church on 5 March at 9.30. For further information 
and resources:  www.wwdp-natcomm.org or www.weltgebetstag.at.

Women’s World Day of Prayer



techniques which were not evident 
in Europe until quite recently. Some 
masks are stereotypical but others 
are quite likely to have been painted 
during the lifetime of the deceased. 
Being painted on wood, a raw 
material scarce in Egypt, indicated 
that it was the custom only for the 
rich and the style of their apparel is 
significantly Roman. 

Egypt, being Christian until the 
7th Century AD, was also home to 
many of the first Monasteries and 
Dr. Förster told us rather a curious 
tale from one of the scripts that he 
had worked on, of a young man of 

14 being enrolled in a Monastery run 
by Pachom, a famous early Monastic 
Leader, but whose mother wanted 
him at home. The customs of the 
time meant that she had no power to 
remove him as she was only a wom-
an and so he, Theodorus, stayed in 
the Monastery, finally succeeding 
Pachom. It gave an additional charm 
having real names in these otherwise 
anonymous writings. 

I found the Collection to be quite 
fascinating, many of the exhibits 
meriting a second look and I would 
highly recommend it as a museum 
to visit.



14

One of the things people are 
warned about when taking 

on the job of Anglican Chaplain in 
the Diocese of Europe, is the fact 
that they will be working in relative 
isolation. In England, most Angli-
can clergy meet nearby colleagues 
at regular meetings of the Deanery 
Clergy Chapter. These meetings pro-
vide an opportunity for mutual help 
and support as well as providing a 
safe environment in which to sound 
off about difficult parishioners! Like-
wise, if one needs to talk an issue 
over with the bishop or archdeacon, 
they are usually no more than an 
hour away and a meeting can be 
easily organized.

Here in Prague, my nearest Angli-
can colleagues are in Warsaw to 
the north, Budapest to the east and 
Vienna to the south-east. As I have 
blogged previously, I only usually 
see my colleagues once a year at our 
Eastern Archdeaconry Synod. Actu-
ally, my nearest Anglican colleague 
is probably the Chaplain in Leipzig, 
but he is in the Archdeaconry of 
Germany and Northern Europe.

Another contrast with England is 
that my Archdeacon, Patrick Cur-
ran, is not only Archdeacon of the 
Eastern Archdeaconry but also 
Chaplain of Christ Church, Vienna. 
In England, most Archdeacons have 
no responsibilities other than that 
of Archdeacon. Some, including my 
previous Archdeacon Julian Hub-
bard, also have a role in the Dioc-

esan Cathedral. But as Cathedrals 
have numerous ordained staff, duties 
are rarely very onerous.

Whilst Archdeacon Patrick does have 
a non-stipendiary colleague, Revd. 
Aileen Hackl and, more recently, a 
part-time curate, Revd. Jady Koch, 
he still has the unenviable task of 
heading up a large chaplaincy in 
Vienna as well as trying to oversee 
an Archdeaconry that stretches from 
Poland, Czech Republic and Austria 
in the west, all the way to Vladivos-
tok in the east and includes all the 
countries that formerly comprised 
Yugoslavia as well as Greece and 
Turkey. Despite the distances and the 
workload, Archdeacon Patrick does 
try to visit each of the chaplaincies 
within his archdeaconry, once every 
three years. Although he was in 
Prague on 28 October 2008 for my 
licensing service, he had not made 

From
 left: Rev’d Petr Jan V

inš, A
rchdeacon 

Patrick C
urran and Revd. Ricky Yates 
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by R
evd. R

icky Yates 

a Sunday visit here since the time 
of my predecessor John Philpott, 
who retired in April 2008. He kindly 
agreed to make a weekend visit this 
past weekend, travelling by train 
from Vienna on Saturday, 30 January 
and returning by train the following 
afternoon.

Patrick’s visit got off to a slightly 
inauspicious start. Prague has four 
different mainline railway stations 
and the through train from Vienna 
to Hamburg stops at two of them. 
Patrick got off at the first station 
while we were waiting to meet him 
at the second! But realising what  
must have happened, we made the 
reverse journey and eventually found 
him. Although Patrick was only 
with us for twenty four hours, he 
still managed to pack in a two-hour 
meeting with my Church Council and 
a private meeting with the Church-

wardens, before Sybille and I shared 
an evening meal with him in one 
of our favourite eating places, the 
Na staré fare Bar-Restaurant, near 
where we live.
 
On Sunday morning, he was the 
guest preacher at our Sung Eucharist 
as we celebrated the Feast of the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 
or Candlemas as it is commonly 
known. This was followed by a very 
enjoyable soup and sandwich lunch 
with a large number of our congre-
gation, held in the meeting room 
on the third floor of Klimentská 18 
which, like the Church itself, we bor-
row from our host congregation, the 
Ceskobratrské Cíckve Evangelické  
(Czech Evangelical Brethren). After 
lunch, we successfully delivered him 
to the correct railway station for his 
four-hour journey back to Vienna.

As you will see from the first photo, 
we were also joined for our service 
by the recently ordained Old Catholic 
priest, Petr Jan Vinš who is a fluent 
English-speaker. It was an extremely 
rare event to have three ordained 
clergy present for a service at St. Cle-
ments! Archdeacon Patrick also en-
joyed meeting Pastor Eva Halamova 
who leads our host congregation. 
She is pictured here in her Geneva 
gown, alongside Patrick who put his 
coat over his cassock because it was 
so cold! The snow that you can also 
see in both photographs, is part of 
a snowfall on Friday, 8 January and 
it has yet to melt.
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8

1

16

23

9

2
Monday Tuesday

14

21

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings
 Lent Group

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings
 Lent Group

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings
 Lent Group

Passion Sunday

28
Palm Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
11.00 Presentation of the Stewardship  
 Campaign (after the service)
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist and palm procession
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service 

March 2009 

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings  
 Lent Group

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist: Mothering Sunday
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service

Fourth Sunday of Lent

7

Sunday

Third Sunday of Lent
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20

26

19

12

27

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Lent Group
10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice
19.15 Lent Group

09.30 Lent Group
10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice
19.15 Lent Group

09.30 Lent Group
10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice
19.15 Lent Group

09.30 Lent Group
10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice
19.15 Lent Group

18

10

3

17

4 5 6

11

24

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Annual Church
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00  Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Bazaar follow-up  
 meeting

Wednesday Thursday Friday

31

9

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings
 Lent Group

25

Saturday

18.30 Taizé Service

17.30 Congregational  
 music practice

09.30 Women’s  
 World Day of  
 Prayer at  
 Christ Church

A happy Mothering Sunday to 
Christ Church mothers
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There will be a stewardship presentation on Sunday 7 March after the main 
morning service. The presentation will be given by Gary Brewster who is a long 
standing member of Christ Church. The title of the campaign is The Respon-
sibility is Ours. It will focus on the financial needs of our church. Everyone is 
cordially invited to stay for the presentation after the service. The three pillars 
of our income are planned giving, the shop and the bazaar. We have an enve-
lope scheme. People can also give directly via bank transfer and a majority give 
their money that way. People paying tax in the UK can use the diocesan service 
to give via Gift Aid. US citizens can give via the missionary arm of ECUSA. For 
further details contact the Church Office.

Holy Week is the most important week of the Christian year. We need to give 
thought to how best to keep it. At Christ Church we are blessed that we can 
keep it in its entirety, supported by the church choir. Holy Week begins with 
Palm Sunday. On that day we distribute palms and move in procession from the 
church garden into the church to hear the Passion Gospel read. This year we 
will hear it as recorded by St Luke. On Maundy Thursday, we enact the wash-
ing of the disciples’ feet and watch with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 
mindful of the words “Could you not watch with me even for one hour?”. On 
Good Friday, we hear the Passion Gospel according to St. John, we proclaim 
the cross on which hung the Saviour of the world together while the reproaches 
are sung. The act of devotion is followed by the set prayers for Good Friday: a 
disturbing but powerful liturgy.* The Easter Vigil begins Saturday night with 
the lighting of the Easter Fire, the singing of the Exsultet and the vigil readings 
from the Old Testament together with the renewal of baptismal vows. On Easter 
Sunday we come together once more to give thanks for Christ’s resurrection 
from the dead—a sign set in the midst of time that gives hope, strength and 
encouragement to Christians everywhere.
* For the last ten years Christ Church has had the privilege of hosting the Good 
Friday Ecumenical Service. It will be held at 12.30. The service is an opportunity 
for Christians from a number of the English language churches in Vienna to 
come together to witness to the cross of Christ. The tree of shame was made 
the tree of glory!

This year’s confirmation service is on Sunday, 25 April. Bishop Geoffrey  
Rowell, the diocesan bishop, will confirm. At the time of writing the candidates 
are Michael Agu, Enid Attoh, Suzannah Greganova, Cassandra Herzog, Jessica 
Ogunya, James and Lara Schmidt and Hannah Schrempf. Six of these candidates 
were baptised at Christ Church. One adult is joining us from Ljubljana for the 
service and possibly another candidate from Salzburg. Please pray for them 
and their parents.
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The Annual Church Meeting is on Wednesday, 17 March at 19.00 hours. All 
members registered on the electoral roll are invited to attend. This meeting is 
the most important church business meeting of the year. We receive reports 
from the officers of the church together with the audited church accounts for 
the previous year. We elect churchwardens and council members and every 
three years our archdeaconry representatives. Please make every effort to 
attend. Apologies should be sent to the church office email address: office@
christchurchvienna.org.

Our Lent Course this year will be based on the Apostles’ Creed and held on 
Thursday mornings at my flat, Hardtmuthgasse 28/3/20, 1100 Vienna, from 
9.30 to 11.00 and on Thursday evenings from 19.15 to 20.45 at the home of 
Muringi and Martin Hartig, Liniengasse 12/7, 1060 Vienna. 
The March sessions will be:
 1. God the Father      4 March
 2. Jesus Christ     11 March
 3. The Holy Spirit    18 March
 4. What do I believe?   25 March
This will be based on the book The Apostles’ Creed, by M. D. Johnson, published 
by the Bible Reading Fellowship, which costs £5.99 – but you will not need the 
book, unless you choose to order it. For more information, please ring Aileen 
at 0650 4050 892.

This year’s retreat will be led by Father Peter Allan of the Anglican Community 
of the Resurrection. The mother house is in Mirfield, Yorkshire. Father Peter 
writes that the retreat will be based on the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ (Galatians 5). The 
three main addresses will be on love, joy and peace, plus an introduction and 
a concluding address as well as the scriptural inspiration from St Paul together 
with the very fundamental understanding of Gospel life, the life of discipleship, 
as shared life drawing on the Rule of St Benedict. Once again the venue is the 
Benedictine monastery Göttweig. It is now full, but Andrew is accepting names  
for the waiting list. Contact Andrew Rooke: am.rooke@tele2.at.

Ours is a singing church and in order to strengthen the singing we hold what 
we call congregational practices from time to time. The next one is scheduled 
for Saturday, 13 March at 17.30 hours. Christoph Wutscher, the choir director, 
will give tips on singing and breathing, reading the notation for the set psalms 
and some basics on how to read music. We will also practice the new setting 
for the Gloria (CW p.171) for use in the Sunday liturgy after Easter. Over twenty 
people attended the last practice and found it invaluable.
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At the age of  85, 
Michael Foley has 

burst upon the literary 
scene, after several nov-
els and books of poetry 
that seem to have gone 
largely unnoticed (by me 
at any rate), with a hugely 
entertaining and stimulat-
ing philosophical offering 
about the world we live 
in and the obstacles to 
happiness that modern 
life presents.  This is a 
“what’s it all about?” book 
with a difference from an 
author with a low toler-
ance for self-help or quick 

fixes.    From his copious reading in 
the realms of philosophy, religious 
teaching, literature, psychology and 
neuroscience, the author discerns a 
number of common threads in the 
quest for happiness.  Responsibility, 
autonomy, detachment, understand-
ing, mindfulness, transcendence, 
acceptance of difficulty, ceaseless 
striving and awareness of mortality 
are a constant refrain throughout the 
ages and provide the key to personal 
fulfilment. 

Yet these are the values that are 
under siege in this post-modern, 
relativistic, high-tech world with 
its dizzy distractions, punishing 
pace and empty values. The fate of 
the modern personality, “greedy, 
attention-hungry and resentful, al-
ways convinced of deserving more, 
always haunted by the possibility of 

missing something better somewhere 
else, always smarting at lack of 
recognition and always dissatisfied” 
is to succumb to alcoholism, drugs 
and depression, and that’s if you’re 
lucky! Wryly humorous for the most 
part, old Foley occasionally seems 
about to turn into “old Fogey” as 
he dissects more and more aspects 
of the contemporary human condi-
tion.  But, thankfully, he manages by 
and large to pull himself back from 
the brink just in time with a telling 
observation about life’s absurdities 
or his own frailties. 

Much of what the author writes will 
strike a chord with Christians every-
where and, indeed, with the believers 
of other creeds that take us beyond 
the purely material dimension to 
glimpse a transcendent reality shin-
ing through the ordinary surface of 
things. We are indeed called upon to 
be in the world but not of it, and Fo-
ley’s analysis of the world anno 2010 
is mordantly insightful and prophetic 
in many ways. His view of Christ as a 
historical figure, moreover, is positive 
and perceptive. He refers to Christ as 
having authority, rather than power, 
and praises his intellectual purity: 
his insistence on first principles 
rather than rules. He admires the 
tough and provocative qualities that 
are antithetical to the “soft-centred” 
Hallmark version of our Lord, a ver-
sion that ignores the overturning of 
tables in the Temple and the call to 
abandon family. However, in con-
trast to this sympathetic attitude to 

The Age of Absurdity



21



Christ himself, Foley’s anti-church 
and anti-religious venting seems 
strangely undifferentiated for such 
a cultivated and intellectually sharp 
writer: a reaction or overreaction, 
perhaps, to a certain type of Irish 
upbringing. His acerbic comments 
on the Irish Catholic culture of his 
boyhood reveal a strong antipathy 
to the clerical and lay faithful of his 
acquaintance who, he says, “violated 
the principles of the New Testament 
so comprehensively and precisely 
that it almost seemed as though 
they had read it”. Foley appears to 
feel, along with Marx, that religion 
mainly offers escape from the dis-
comfort of uncertainty and doubt, 
a reassuring alternative to questing 
and questioning. 

However, for the non-fundamentalist 
religious believer, this is far from the 
case. Anyone who sincerely seeks 
to lead a Christian life will do so in 
a state of constant tension. As Sir 
Thomas More says in A Man for All 
Seasons, “… but man He made to 
serve Him wittily and in the tangle 
of his mind”. The doubts and ques-
tions remain and continue to taunt, 
especially in the face of disaster, 
illness and death. Our faith is not a 
set of answers but a journey taken 
together with a beloved person and 
a beloved community. As a non-
believer but a seeker of wisdom, 
Foley’s sympathies are with Bud-
dhism, existentialism and the Stoics 
rather than Christianity. All these 
philosophical approaches, he be-

lieves, provide values and techniques 
that lead to transformation and 
renewal through the deepening of 
self-knowledge. Detachment, or the 
ability to disengage from the pres-
sures of the world and the barrage 
of selfish desires, can lead to a more 
profound engagement with life at a 
more meaningful level. (Again, the 
Christian can only assent to the vital 
importance of prayer and meditation 
and the alternation between “action” 
and “contemplation” that should be 
the mark of a spirit-filled life.) Exis-
tentialism and classical stoicism take 
the view that individuals ultimately 
create their own code and their own 
meaning and can make something 
worthwhile out of everything that 
happens.

After many amusing musings, di-
verting diversions and promising 
premises, in the final chapter we 
find a disappointing conclusion, 
seemingly plucked from the air, that 
fails to do justice to what has gone 
before. All of a sudden, the glory 
of the human condition is the very 
contrariness and absurdity that the 
author has just spent a couple of 
hundred pages railing against. The 
argument dissolves before our very 
eyes into a string of weak paradoxes 
that only serve to confirm the need 
for a more compelling insight and 
a more profound encounter with 
eternal truths. But there are plenty 
of laughs along the way, and that’s 
what life’s all about, after all (just 
kidding!).

review
ed by Sally R

eading
by Michael Foley
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“You think this happened only 
once and long ago?”: with 

this provocative question, Marie 
Howe begins her poem of the same 
name, a poem she includes near the 
beginning of her poetry cycle Poems 
from the Life of Mary in her book The 
Kingdom of Ordinary Time (2008). I 
began my seven o’clock Soundings 
series on viewing the life of Christ 
through poetry by reading Marie 
Howe’s poem, because I hoped that 
it would open doors in our imagina-
tion so that we could see, and even 
experience, the events of Christ’s life 
in a new way.
 
Marie Howe’s poem beautifully 
expresses the feeling that we have 
all had at one time or another, that 
something divine has come into our 
world. Her description of rowing a 
boat on a still lake reminds us that 
we encounter the miraculous every 
day, that the experience of God can 
be as real to us as the sound of “the 
oars dripping in the water, from half 
a lake away” and that God, like the 
sound of those oars, is both “far and 
close at once.” 

The course began with poems about 
Christ’s Nativity that would help us  
explore new ways of thinking about 
the Christmas story. I explained that 
we would also talk about different 
techniques for reading poetry, in 
order to gain a deeper appreciation 
of the art of writing poetry. The tech-
nique that we concentrated on during 
the first week of the course was how 

poets use sound and word patterns 
to evoke particular emotions. In other 
words, poets choose the sounds for 
their poems in the same way that a 
director uses a movie sound track 
as the background to a film. The 
rhythm of a line, its rhyme, and the 
letter sounds that the poet stresses 
will each provoke certain emotional 
reactions to the poem, whether we 
realize it or not. No one can deny a 
poet’s special effects! 

In three poems, by Ezra Pound, Edna 
St. Vincent Millay and Dorothy Park-
er, we noted that it is not uncommon 
to find dark imagery (and sounds) in 
what we might otherwise expect to 
be a happy Nativity scene. We dis-
cussed the theological significance of 
those dark moments. Poets, like all 
Christians, know how the story ends. 
Christ was born to die for us and for 
our sins. Although the Christian story 
is triumphant because Christ rose 
from the dead, there is no question 
that there is an inherent tragedy in 
the fact that the son of God came into 
the world to be tortured and killed.
 
There is, perhaps, no darker reflec-
tion on the truth of this story in 
literature than Millay’s poem To 
Jesus on His Birthday. The poem is 
uncompromising, reminding us what 
Christmas is all about, and of the fact 
that even Christians can lose the real 
meaning of Christmas in the festivi-
ties. “For this your mother sweated 
in the cold”, Millay’s poem begins, 
“For this you bled upon the bitter 

The Sound of Poetry
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tree:/A yard of tinsel ribbon bought 
and sold;/A paper wreath; a day at 
home for me.” Some of the course 
participants observed that we could 
almost see Millay’s finger pointing 
at us, reminding us of our Christmas 
shopping excursions on Vienna’s 
busy streets. While we were shop-
ping, did we think about the sacrifice 
that brought us this holiday? 

The poem works its way through 
a description of listless Christians 
paying no attention to the minister 
as he drones on (we all agreed that 
this did not apply to our own clergy!) 
and who have come to see Christmas 
as primarily an excuse for a day off.  
The poem ends as uncompromisingly 
as it begins, with Millay’s reminder 
that if we do not try to understand 
the real meaning of Christmas, and 
to live it in our lives, we are doing 
nothing less than sacrificing Christ 
all over again. 

Although it uses similar techniques, 
Dorothy Parker’s re-imagining of the 
Nativity in Prayer for a New Mother 
is an altogether tender reflection on 
what it would have been like for a 
young and frightened Mary. “The 
things she knew,” Parker begins, “let 
her forget again—/The voices in the 
sky, the fear, the cold,/The gaping 
shepherds, and the queer old men/
Piling their clumsy gifts of foreign 
gold.” We looked closely at Parker’s 
sound patterns and came to the 
conclusion that she was consciously 
alternating hard and soft sounds in 

this poem. We all naturally respond 
to some letter sounds in the English 
language with more warmth, and 
tenderness; we think (even subcon-
sciously) of some sounds as softer, 
gentler, than others. In this poem 
Parker explicitly links images of 
Mary and the baby Jesus with soft 
sounds, contrasting those tender 
passages with sections dealing with 
the loss that Mary will have to expe-
rience, which contain harsher letter 
sounds. 

The poem is a tender prayer that 
Mary will not have to know these 
things. But the prayer is bittersweet 
because the poet knows, as we 
know, that this prayer could not be 
answered in a way that would save 
Mary or Jesus from their future pain. 
Despite the poet’s wishes, Mary 
will not be able to “go, kind Lord, 
where mothers go/And boast his 
pretty words and ways, and plan/
The proud and happy years that they 
shall know/ Together, when her son 
is grown a man.” 

Ultimately, this poem, like all Chris-
tian poetry, pulls us into a well-
known story by redirecting our 
inner eyes and hearts to truths that 
we already knew, but perhaps had 
not reflected upon in quite the same 
way before. It changes the Nativity 
story for me, by making me think 
more about the experiences of the 
entire holy family, and especially 
the extraordinary faith and character 
of Mary.

The special effects of poetry:  
A Soundings class on Nativity poems

N
ote: B

oth Edna St. V
incent M

illay’s To Jesus on H
is Birthday and D

orothy Parker’s Prayer for 
a N

ew
 M

other are available in full text on the Internet. B
oth poem

s are still under copyright, 
and so cannot be reproduced in this publication.
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I am writing as one of the newer 
communicants of the Christ Church 
Congregation. Like many of you, I 
come from someplace else and, like 
many of you, the move to Vienna for 
my family and me was one of the 
biggest transitions of our lives. This 
difficulty is eased greatly because 
my wife is an Austrian citizen, but it 
still remains a challenging time for 
us, although I am sure some of you 
had to risk much more and deal with 
even greater uncertainties.

That said, it was still difficult for 
my wife and me to leave our first 
home together, as well as family and 
friends. We had become part of the 
community in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
my hometown. We were members of 
the Episcopal Cathedral in our City, 
the Cathedral of St. Paul. It is the 
place where my wife and I had our 
marriage vows blessed and where 
our daughter, Elena, was baptized. 
St. Paul’s is a wonderful place, an 
urban cathedral with a faithful con-
gregation and a tremendous liturgy 
and choir. The Cathedral’s motto is 
“press on” and press on it does in 
a town that has known economic 
hardship and struggle yet continues 
to forge ahead. 

Now my wife, my daughter and I are 
pressing on and working to make 
our new home here in Vienna. If 
someone had told me even one year 
ago that we would be here now, we 
would have thought him or her a bit 
crazy. Yet, here we are.

As transitions go, moving your life 
for the long term to a new land is 
difficult. The opportunity to live in 
a different culture and to learn a 
new language is very exciting but 
also scary. Along for the ride are 
many doubts, uncertainties, as well 
as many complete unknowns. To 
prepare for our move my wife and 
I took an inventory of everything 
in our lives. We discussed what we 
valued most as we sorted through 
all the items we had accrued both 
separately before we were married, 
and since we had been together.  
We sorted through old photos, art 
pieces, souvenirs, gifts, and furni-
ture. We made hard decisions about 
what was truly important and what 
needed to go. We also began to plan 
our future. by sketching a blueprint 
for our future lives. There were many 
questions: when I eventually do get 
that visa, where we will work? Will I 
be to able to learn a new language? 
Will we be able to make new friends? 

During the flight over, I recall mov-
ing my cell phone clock forward the 
requisite six hours to Vienna time 
and thinking that even time itself 
would not be the same in this new 
place. When I wake up everyone I 
know at home will be sleeping and 
I will sleep through their days. How 
would I stay in touch, how would I 
remain connected?

This is why I am today thankful for 
Christ Church Vienna and the Cathe-
dral of St. Paul. Even though I have 

Lent as a Time of Transition
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only been here for short time I feel 
that I am beginning to make a home.  
My time here and participation in the 
liturgy has made me feel in sync with 
church life I had at home. This is no 
accident; I believe that the liturgy 
was intended for this because when 
we “go to church” we are called to 
adjust our spiritual clocks with the 
eternal time zone of our life together 
as the body of Christ. No longer 
does the linear progression of past, 
present and future apply, but time 
is gathered together into the sacred 
mystery of the Eucharist.

In this context, the past is not di-
vided from present, the future is not 
something we just look forward to 
but something we participate fully 
in, right now. Even when everything 
seems to be flux in around us, so un-
certain, we have a place as a part of 
the body of Christ in worship. When 
it becomes difficult to keep in touch 
with those back home I know that 
every Sunday I am again joining with 
them in worship. This reality helps 
me to “press on”.

As I write this, in my home the 
United States and around the world 
millions of people are being forced 
to rebuild and renew their lives in 
the wake of job losses, bankruptcy, 
the loss of a home and the liquida-
tion of retirement savings. They too 
are forced to go through the difficult 
transition of taking an inventory of 
their lives. Even more severely af-
fected are millions of others in Haiti 

who have lost what 
they had and are now 
forced to “press on”, 
some unfortunately 
without loved ones, 
friends and neighbours 
to accompany them.  

Our lives are full of necessary and of-
ten unavoidable transitions. I believe 
that is what Lent is all about, why 
we are called each year to “adjust 
our clocks” to the church calendar to 
press on in a life of uncertainty and 
sacrifice. During Lent we are called to 
take stock of our lives both individu-
ally and collectively as a church ... 
whether we are in Vienna, Erie, Haiti, 
or anywhere else in the world. 

As the Lenten season begins I am 
reminded that we are called to par-
ticipate in Jesus’ own temptations, 
his struggles and in his sacrifice. I 
am also reminded that we do so in 
the hope of his resurrection, “his 
trampling down of death by death”. 
As I approach Lent, I am thankful 
for the friends and support I have 
received and continue to receive from 
St. Paul’s and I am also thankful for 
new relationships that are develop-
ing here at Christ Church. While our 
loved ones are separated from us by 
thousand of miles and by time itself, 
I know that in the mystery of the 
Eucharist we are joined together as 
one body to participate fully in the 
life, death and resurrection of our 
Lord. This gives me the strength to 
“press on” wherever I may be.
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A regular series of short articles that focus on different parts of the 
worldwide church each month; bringing news as well as a prayer 
of or for the area concerned. 
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The Republic of Cameroon 
is often said to be “Africa 

in miniature” because of its 
striking variety of landscapes, 
climate and cultural diversity. 
Mount Cameroon is one of Af-
rica’s largest active volcanoes. 
The climate ranges from hot 
and dry to humid equatorial 
and wet. The country counts 
more than 240 ethnic groups 

and languages, making it one of 
Africa’s most culturally diverse 
countries.

Today’s Cameroon can be traced 
back to 500BC. Colonization dates 
from 1472 when Portuguese naviga-
tor, Fernando Po, arrived. The slave 
trade began soon after, not ending 
until 1852. A treaty was signed with 
Germany in 1884. France and Britain 
invaded the country in 1916, leading 
to the division of Cameroon by the 
League of Nations in 1919 (80 per 
cent of the coun-
try given to France 
and 20 per cent 
to Britain). The 
French and Brit-
ish sections were 
reunified in 1961. 
Independence fol-
lowed in 1972 and 
the current repub-
lic was formed in 
1984.

The economy is largely agriculture 
based: an estimated 70 per cent of 
the 19 million Cameroonians are 
farmers and exports include coffee, 
cocoa, cotton, tobacco, timber, rub-
ber and bananas. Its rich natural 
resources helped lead to economic 
growth between 1977 and 1985, al-
though this has stagnated since.

With its natural resources and strik-
ing variety of landscape, climate and 
people, Cameroon is potentially a 
tourist’s and business person’s para-
dise. However, other contrasts make 
it less attractive to some. Politically,  
it has struggled since independence 
from one-party rule to a multi-party 
system in which the freedom of ex-
pression is severely limited. It has 
one of the highest literacy rates in 
Africa, but progress is hampered by a 
level of corruption that is among the 
highest in the world. Cameroon has 
been identified a source, transit, and 

CAMEROON

Woman in Mbingo I Church, Cameroon, taken on Women’s 
World Day of Prayer. Photo courtesy of Dr. Nancy Palmer 
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Information compiled in November 2007 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. Vickers, from 
whom further information may be available. Contact her by Email at: mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.u. 
‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Chris-
tians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.co.uk). Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer 
letters, sermons, etc, but wider use needs permission from Mary Vickers who owns the copyright.

destination country for women and 
children trafficked for the purposes 
of forced labour and commercial 
sexual exploitation. In 1986, Cam-
eroon hit the world headlines when 
magma beneath picturesque Lake 
Nyos leaked poisonous gas kill-
ing nearly 2,000 people and 3,500 
livestock.

Christian missionaries in the form of 
two Jamaican Baptist ministers, first 
arrived in the 1840s. The following 
years saw growth of both Christian-
ity and Islam alongside numerous 
existing indigenous beliefs. Today, 
the three main religious groups are 
Christianity at 56 per cent, Islam at 
20 per cent, and a mix of indigenous 
faiths accounting for 24 per cent 
of the population. The majority of 
Christians are Roman Catholic. Other 
denominations include Baptist, Pres-
byterian, Lutheran, Anglican, Evan-
gelical, Methodist and Pentecostal. 

Many churches are actively involved 
in social welfare such as education, 
health care, and community devel-
opment, with various denomina-
tions owning hospitals, orphanages, 

schools and other social centres. The 
current Anglican bishop, the Right 
Reverend Thomas Dibo, is their first 
indigenous Anglican Bishop of the 
Diocese of Cameroon. Classed as a 
missionary diocese of the Province 
of West Africa, it is only a few years 
old and relies on financial support 
from partners in the UK and the Ni-
gerian Diocese of Niger Delta North. 
The UK Diocese of Chichester has a 
Partner Diocese Link with Cameroon. 
Most Anglicans in Cameroon are Ni-
gerian traders who have settled there 
although increasingly Cameroonians 
are joining the church.

Pray for: more political freedom; less corruption in politics and society; 
expertise in helping with environmental issues; strong witness by the 

churches in both evangelism and social action

The Good Shepherd Home for Children, Bamenda,  
run by the Anglican Benedictine Sisters of Bethany



28

Dates for your Diary

March 3 (Wed) 19.00 Bazaar follow-up meeting
March 5 (Fri) 09.30 Wo m e n ’ s  Wo r l d  D ay  o f  P raye r  a t  
  Christ Church
March 7 (Sun) 11.00 Presentation of the Stewardship Campaign  
  (after the 10.00 service)
 18.00 Choral Evensong
March 13 (Sat) 17.30 Congregational music practice
March 14 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist – Mothering Sunday
March 17 (Wed) 19.00 ACM
March 19 (Fri) 18.30 Taizé Service
March 24 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
April 1 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy
April 2  12.30 Ecumenical Service
Good Friday 18.00 Good Friday Liturgy
April 3 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil
April 4  08.00 Said Eucharist
Easter Sunday 10.00 Sung Eucharist
April 14 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting
April 25 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation with Bishop Geoffrey
April 27 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings restarts: The Anglican Tradition
May 2 (Sun)  The Chaplain’s Tenth Anniversary at CC
May 5 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: A book of silence by Sara Mait 
  land
May 7 (Fri) 19.00 Quiz night at the Sandbergs
May 13 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day—Preacher Christoph Wutscher
May 15 (Sat) 15.30 Outing to the Wotruba Kirche
May 23 (Sun) 18.30 Pentecost bonfire at Himberg
May 28 (Fri) 19.00 Lange Nacht der Kirchen
May 30 (Sun) 18.00 Service with laying-on of hands
June 2 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting
June 6 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and Sunday School picnic
June 9 (Wed) 19.00 Ministry Committee
June 11-13  Retreat at Stift Göttweig
August 21 ((Sat)  Walk at Prein an der Rax
August 28 (Sat)  Parish Outing
Sept. 7 (Sun) 12.30 Church BBQ
Sept.16-19  Archdeaconry Synod, Prague
Sept. 25 (Sat)  Youth and Family retreat (tbc)
Oct. 3 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving
Oct. 17 (Sun) 10.00 Laying-on of hands during 10am service
Nov. 14 (Sun)  Remembrance Sunday

    DATE    TIME       EVENT
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Personal Ads

klavierklasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners and 
beginners of any age, for you. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at (www.finatti.com)

Computer Service Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your computer, 
printer, Internet connection etc.
Fast - Reliable - Affordable
www.ComputerServiceVienna.com                 
Hotline: 0650/689 57 57

Cat sitter available 
Are you going away temporarily? 
There’s no need to send your feline 
companion to a cattery. Cat-sitter 
available. Visit daily or live in. By 
arrangement. Ring Laura Fairburn 
01/310 1766.

Carer needed
Wanted: English-speaking carer for 
an American Alzheimers patient in 
Baden: His wife needs to go away for 
a few days now and then for a respite 
and would need someone experienced 
to stay. Please call Margarete Healy 
02252 25 48 61.

Au Pair available
Experienced Kenyan Au Pair with 
excellent references and papers looking 
for position. 26 years old, college 
diploma, fluent English, passable 
German. Please contact Susan 0664 
8690226

unclaimed prize
A visitor called Anne Jude won a raffle 
prize (a €50 voucher for Bruehl und  
Soehne) but never claimed her prize. 
Does anyone know where she can 
be reached? If so, please ask her to 
contact the Church Office. 

Professional Engineering
Is anyone interested in receiving (read) 
copies of the informative monthly 
magazine issued by the Institute of 
Mechanical Engineers? If so, please 
contact us below. Also, could anyone 
assist us in copying 8 mm films and 
video tapes onto DVD? Please contact 
Betty and Fred Gruber Tel: 370 3238 
or e-mail: grimpson@aon.at  

T
his space is reserved for m

em
bers of the congregation to place private ads. 

O
thers w

ill be asked to pay a sm
all charge to help tow

ards printing costs.

French and Arabic teacher
A friend of mine (French/Arabic 
mother tongue) offers lessons in both 
languages (grammar and conversation) 
for adults and children, including those 
who need extra help with schoolwork. 
She lives in the 18th district of Vienna 
and can give lessons at her home or if 
necessary come to your home. Please 
call Jacqueline on 0664/559 2646. She 
speaks English and German, or call me 
for further information or a reference. 
Judy Castelino 285 1802   

English-speaking Counsellor
Experienced, Austrian born, US-
trained Counsellor, with background 
in counselling and marriage and family 
therapy in a multicultural setting, 
offers counselling/therapy services 
to the international community in a 
range of areas including relationship/
marital issues, cross-cultural issues, 
communication, life transitions, grief 
and loss, anxiety, depression, trauma 
and spiritual issues. Contact: Tel. 
069917095031; olson.charlotte@
gmail.com; Hochäckergasse 17/1; 
3400 Maria Gugging-Klosterneuburg. 



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




