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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should not 
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This month’s cover photo focuses on the Revd. 
Aileen Hackl in action. Revd. Hackl was licensed 
on 8 February 2009 as an Anglican priest, marking 
the completion of her training (see article on p6).  
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The deadline for submissions for 
the April issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
March. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

The eighth of February saw the licensing of the Revd. 
Aileen Hackl as Honorary Assistant Chaplain of 

Christ Church. What a profoundly moving service it 
was! It demonstrated all that is best about our church 
and our community: the sheer beauty of the liturgy, the 
dignity of the ministry, the enthusiasm and solidarity of 
the congregation, the awesome music. Aileen, who tends 
to shun the limelight, was the focus of our thoughts and 
prayers. The licensing service was a new experience 
for most of us and since it involved responses from the 
congregation, we were participants rather than simply 
onlookers. After the licensing, we witnessed the bless-
ing of Vivian Stenzenberger on the occasion of her 70th 
birthday, recalling that Vivian has, for 15 years, further 
enhanced the beauty of our services by her flower ar-
rangements, carefully selected to reflect the church 
calendar and the seasons.

Twenty years ago, it would have been inconceivable 
that a woman could serve as an Anglican priest. Young 
people today, accustomed to both men and women 
priests, must think that we were living in the dark ages 
(further proof being that we managed to grow up with-
out an iPod!). We tend to forget that there have been 
some major breakthroughs for women during the past 
fifty or so years. Women in many countries only won 
the right to vote fairly recently. Education used to be a 
male prerogative in most parts of the world but the past 
25 years have seen a doubling of the number of girls 
attending primary school in many developing countries. 
Better access to health care has extended women’s life 
expectancy in South Asia, for example, by 15-20 years. 
But still, global statistics paint a dismal picture. Women 
bear the brunt of poverty: world wide: men own 99 per 
cent of total wealth and earn 90 per cent of all income; 
they hold 85 per cent of seats in the world’s parliaments. 
The number of women killed by domestic violence in any 
one year is greater than the number of people killed in 
armed conflicts. Sunday, 8 March marks International 
Women’s Day. Let us remember in our prayers that day 
all those who are disadvantaged simply by virtue of their 
gender, as well as those who work hard to make God’s 
world a safer, fairer place for all humankind.        Judy
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

“There’s probably no God – now stop worrying and enjoy your life”
This quotation appeared on the sides of London buses back in January. 
It was sponsored by British atheist organisations and individuals. Before 
proceeding we should remind ourselves that very few people are actu-
ally atheists. The majority of people continue to believe in God (however 
conceived) and a significant minority describe themselves as agnostics. 
Atheists and agnostics have something in common. They both posit some-

thing. The atheist posits God and the agnostic knowledge, or rather lack of it. 
The atheists’ conclusion is that there is no God and the agnostics’ conclusion 
is that we simply cannot know.

I want to challenge some of the assumptions on which the statement above is 
based. I will especially focus on the conclusions as they reveal a sadly dominant 
caricature of believers in general and, in the British context, of Christian people 
in particular. It is implied that Christians do not enjoy life. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. One of the things that drew me back to the Christian 
faith was that it opened so many doors onto our world: the world of religion, 
the world of architecture and music to name a few. Perhaps I was particu-
larly fortunate in that at university I came under the influence of a Christian 
academic community in which we were called upon to use our critical facul-
ties to the full.  I am proud of the fact that many clergymen in the late 18th 
and 19th century were scientists. And that many scientists, female and male, 
continue to believe that faith in a personal God is viable, notwithstanding their 
own intensive training and research. I myself was rather good at biology and 
excelled in understanding the theory of evolution, but even then I knew that 
this theory, although explaining certain natural processes, did not answer the 
question about God, although my biology teacher was convinced it did. Many 
a biology class was then concerned with debating these questions. But it is the 
implication that people who believe do not enjoy life that I would repudiate. 
At Christ Church we enjoy social occasions. We enjoy worshiping God. More 
often than not we enjoy each other’s company. And we are enriched by the 
fact that all generations and nations of the world come together Sunday by 
Sunday, united in a common and enriching witness to the world.

Let me turn my attention to the invitation to “now stop worrying”. The im-
plication here is that people turn to God because they are worried. Recently 
I heard it said that people would be turning back to the church because of 
the financial crisis. Often people do turn to the church in a crisis. This has 
happened most significantly twice in my ministry: once after the tragic death 
of Diana the Princess of Wales in 1997, and after 9/11 in 2001. In both cases 
people turned to the church, but where are they now? If the caricature of our 
Christian communities were actually what I experienced week-by-week I would 
be the first to absent myself. And there are occasions when the pettiness of 
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

the church is seemingly overwhelming. I acknowledge that 
there are serious limitations to many forms of institutional religion and that 
religious communities can deny what they actually say they believe in by their 
actions and statements. We have recently experienced a few examples of this. 
Fortunately what the church does well, on the whole, is to keep before its 
members the witness, teaching and example of Jesus Christ. In John’s Gospel 
Jesus says that he has come to bring life in all its fullness and elsewhere that 
he has come that our joy may be complete. And this Jesus promises that he 
will send us His Holy Spirit: the life-giver and the comforter. Christians are 
no more worried than anyone else. What distinguishes them is that they have 
resources outside of themselves that they can call upon that are not immedi-
ately accessible to others.

If we must work with probability as the advert asserts then I would ask you 
to look at the argument used by Blaise Pascal (1623-1662), an argument I 
mentioned some months ago in a sermon. Blaise Pascal was a philosopher 
who asserted that it was probably better to believe that there is a God than 
not to believe in God, because the benefits were greater. In my experience and 
that of many people, if we must use the probability argument then one can 
just as well assert that there probably is a God who has made himself known 
in Jesus Christ—therefore we need not be afraid or worried about our ultimate 
destiny. I think you will see that though the advertisement is provocative and 
speaks to us of a new-found confidence in the British atheist community it 
does not settle once and for all the question about God. What it chooses to 
do is to weight the argument in a particular direction. It is an argument that 
could so easily be weighted in the other direction.

Finally, behind much of the debate that is presently raging is a falsely conceived 
divide between religion and science. We need Grenzgänger (people working 
on the boundaries) on both sides. We need theologians—fortunately there are 
quite a few—who are concerned with the natural sciences and scientists who 
are concerned with questions of philosophy and theology. Admittedly religious 
communities often find it difficult to adapt to the new insights of the natural 
sciences (because of something misunderstood). We only need mention Galileo. 
Our knowledge is expanding. This means that sometimes we must adapt our 
thinking about God’s creation and address the questions as they are posed. 
The Bible does not give us a blueprint about the how of creation, but it does 
assert a fundamental Christian belief that God is both the creator and sustainer 
of what is. What the natural sciences have done for me time and time again is 
to open my eyes to the sheer magnitude of God’s wondrous creation.
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Here I am, Lord ...

Sunday, 8 February 2009 was a 
very special day in the life of 

Christ Church. It marked the end 
of Aileen’s training as a curate and 
the beginning of her ministry as 
the Honorary Assistant Chaplain of 
Christ Church. The church was more 
than usually full and the singing and 
responses would have been strong 
enough to lift the roof of a less solidly 
built church! 

In a homily on the life of Aileen, the 
Ven. Patrick Curran recalled that 
St. Luke had been a physician, St. 

Paul a tent-maker, St. Peter and St. 
James fishermen and Aileen a ballet 
dancer. He told the congregation 
that Aileen’s calling by God should 
serve to remind us that each of us 
has a calling of one kind or another 
and has  to respond. Aileen was an 
example of how we can all grow in 
Christ. He welcomed Aileen’s hus-
band, Erich, to Christ Church, as well 
as other family members present. 
He described Aileen’s personal 
strengths: her thirst for knowledge 
that led her to follow lectures and 
study courses in subjects ranging 
from Franciscan spirituality to He-
brew; her commitment to ecumen-
ism, to Taizé worship, to the role of 
women in the Anglican church; her 
boundless energy that enabled her to 
undertake so many different duties 
within and beyond the Christ Church 
community. Her life, he stated, could 
be characterized by her active pur-
suit of unity in Christ. She was a true 
networker whose ministry was one 
of praying and listening. One of her 
overriding priorities had always been 
to better understand biblical witness 
and share it with us.

The Rite of Licensing was unknown 
to all but a few members of the con-
gregation and was conducted by the 
Ven. Patrick Curran on behalf of the 
Bishop of the Diocese of Europe. As 
a first step, the congregation was 
called upon to reiterate its accept-
ance of Revd. Hackl as its pastor 
and to pledge support to her and to 
her husband Erich, to uphold her 
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Many years and several careers elapsed between Aileen’s first interest 
in religion and her ordination as an Anglican priest. Born in Canada to 
British parents, she studied ballet in London. She travelled with differ-
ent ballet and theatre companies around Europe until she ended up in 
Austria in 1965. She performed for three years at the Raimund Theatre, 
where she met her musician husband-to-be, Erich, before embark-
ing on her second career as a wife and mother of three. Some years 
later, she became a teacher of both ballet and English. She decided to 
train for the priesthood in 1994. As a first step in the process, Aileen 
studied for a certificate of Christian Studies that entitled her to preach 
as a lay reader. This was followed by a year’s pre-ordination training 
in Oxford. She was ordained as a deacon at St. Michael’s Church in 
Paris, where her great-grandfather had served as chaplain many years 
before. In 2002, she was ordained by the Archbishop of Canterbury as 
an Anglican priest.

in her ministry and to actively seek 
the unity of Christian people. This 
was followed by a reading of the 
obligations and duties of a priest, 
to which Aileen responded “I will”. 
The Ven. Curran then read aloud the 
preface to the Declaration of Assent, 
to which Aileen replied:

“I, the Revd. Aileen Patricia Hackl, 
do so affirm, and accordingly de-
clare my belief in the faith which is 
revealed in the holy Scriptures and 
set forth in the catholic creeds and to 
which the historic formularies of the 
Church of England bear witness; and 
in public prayer and administration 
of the sacraments, I will use only the 
forms of service which are author-
ised or allowed by Canon”.

The final hymn of the service, com-
posed and written by Daniel L 
Schutte in 1981, was particularly 

well chosen. The chorus, reproduced 
below, could have been specially 
written with Aileen in mind: 

Here I am, Lord.
Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord
If you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart. 

Erich Hackl, the Revd. Aileen Hackl, daughter-in-law Birgit 
 and grandchildren Sophie and Christoph 
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Rev. William M. Shand, III

This year, as our parish—as many 
businesses, many governments, 

and many households must do—
watches carefully what we spend and 
where, I want to say a word about 
money and its impact on the parish 
life. I am not whining but stating 
a simple fact: There will be some 
things we are unable to do because 
we do not have the money ... Yet if 
there are things we are unable to do, 
there is nothing we are unable to be, 
by the grace of God. God did not call 
us to be successful, but God did call 
us to be faithful. When Simon and 
Andrew, James and John, heard the 
call of Jesus, it wasn’t a call to plan 
a balanced budget. It wasn’t a call 
to devise some new program. It most 
surely wasn’t a call to adopt a set of 
resolutions in a diocesan convention 
or a gathering of bishops. The call 
was clear: “Follow me”.

That is what he asks: “Follow me.” 
When we speak of ways to strength-
en this church of whom we are 
members, will this be our first priority 
as well? In our ideas and innova-
tions about all manner of things we 
“do” around the church, are we as 
concerned about what we are? I say 

again, God does not call us to be suc-
cessful; God calls us to be faithful.

We are living in a day when success 
is not easy to come by, at least as 
the world – especially Washington 
and Potomac – would define success. 
Bottom lines are not what we will be 
asked about on the day of judgment. 
A more important and indeed salient 
question would be, “Did you accept 
and act upon my invitation to fol-
low me?” “Did you welcome others 
in my Name to the fellowship you 
enjoyed?” “Were you faithful, or just 
successful?”

I do not know all that the Lord will 
ask us in that day of judgment. I have 
said before, and I still believe, that no 
matter what he asks, our only pos-
sible response will be, “Lord, have 
mercy.” But I hope we can carry with 
us a heart full of gratitude that when 
it was our turn to follow him, we 
measured our response not simply 
by the criteria of success, but rather 
by hearts inclined to faithfulness. 
That is what he asks. That is what 
his invitation means when he says, 
“Follow me.”

Many members of the Christ Church congregation maintain 
close ties with their parishes back home. Crossways will fea-
ture a series of articles by the “home” minister, drawn from ser-
mons, parish magazines or perhaps written especially for us. 

The Jannottas keep in close touch with their church in Washington. The follow-
ing extract from a recent sermon by its Rector, the Revd. William M. Shand, III, is 
pertinent to all parishes during this current period of financial instability.
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Thank you, Ann

For 18 years, Ann Wanzenböck 
served as the Verger of Christ 

Church. Crossways No. 5 (June 
2006) featured an article on the work 
of the Verger (for those who don’t 
keep back issues, look on the Christ 
Church website!). Ann retired from 
her duties as Verger in April 2008, 
handing over to Sean Nield.

At the 10 o’clock service on 1 Febru-
ary, the Ven. Patrick Curran invited 
Ann to join him at the altar where he 
formally thanked her for her devo-
tion to Christ Church. He presented 
her with a number of gifts from the 
congregation. In reply, Ann recalled 
some of the “highs” and “lows” dur-
ing her 18 years of service. The Mid-
night Mass, late in the evening of 24 
December, has always been a high-
light for Ann. By contrast, she would 

not like to see a repeat of another 
event, when during a particularly 
pleasant service at Christ Church she 
was called out of church to attend to 
a blocked lavatory in what was then 
the Ovessa Room!

A large number of well-wishers as-
sembled in the Curran’s flat after the 
service for a delicious bring-and-
share lunch—my particular appre-
ciation to the chef who prepared the 
vegetarian quiche—and a good time 
was had by all. 
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Saint Paul

Saint Paul was born in Tarsus 
(South-East Turkey) to a Jewish 

family. His name was originally 
Saul. He had a Jewish education, 
a Jewish way of life and abided by 
the law of Moses. Moreover, he 
was a Pharisee, a group of Jews 
responsible for seeing that they 
and other Jews were faithful to 
the Law of Moses. Although living 
outside Israel had exposed him to 
Greek and Roman cultures, and he 
was a Roman citizen, he was a Di-
aspora Jew—a Jew living abroad and 
thus particularly conscious of how 
Judaism may appear to the non-Jews 
around them. Jews believed they 
were a light to other nations and thus 
the story of a crucified messiah could 
hold Judaism up to ridicule since it 
was known that Crucifixion was the 
punishment for common criminals. 
That Gods’s Son, the annointed one, 
the Messiah could have thus been so 
humiliated seemed outrageous.

For the early followers of Jesus, the 
humiliation of the Crucifixion was 
over come by the other events of that 
first Easter, especially the resurrec-
tion of Jesus, and these early Jesus 
followers believed that Jesus was 

not a criminal and that he had died 
for the sins of others. These early 
followers of Jesus were devout Jews 
who continued to observe the law of 
Moses. They were a small sect within 
Judaism and were viewed by some 
with horror and Paul, a Pharisee, set 
out to persecute this sect and to snuff 
out this fledgling movement.

Paul’s conversion happened around 
36 AD. The Acts of the Apostles 
describe how he was on the road 
to Damascus to capture followers 
of Christ and bring them, bound, 
to Jerusalem. He was startled by a 
light and heard the voice of Jesus 
asking him why he was persecuting 
Him. Paul fell to the ground and for 

On Sunday, 25 January 2009, we celebrated the Conversion of Saint Paul. A long 
reading from the Acts of the Apostles, finely delivered by Mike Stevens, described 
the way God called Paul to serve Him. It made me wonder why I had not written 
about St. Paul in Crossways, but then I realised that the combined December/
January issue is always packed with articles related to the Birth of Christ and the 
numerous events at Christ Church surrounding Christmas. I had overlooked the 
important event of 25 January! So, with apologies to Saint Paul and strict observers 
of the church calendar, I am including an article in this the March issue.

St. Paul by Claude Vignon (1593-1670)
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three days lost his sight as well as 
the desire to eat or drink.

The importance of Paul’s conver-
sion on the road to Damascus from 
the persecutor of the followers of 
Jesus to the advocate of Jesus can-
not be underestimated. He travelled 
thousands of kilometres around the 
Mediterranean spreading the word of 
Jesus and it was Paul who came up 
with the doctrines that laid the foun-
dations for converting Christianity 
from a small sect of Judaism into 
a world-wide religion open to all.
Following his conversion, Paul went 
on to Arabia to meditate before com-
ing into Damascus to preach about 
Jesus in various synagogues with 
such force that all who heard him 
were amazed. His proofs that Jesus 
was the Messiah were so convincing 
that the Jews who lived in Damascus 
could not answer him. 

Paul went from Damascus to Jeru-
salem but the disciples were afraid 
of him until Barnabas the Apostle 
came to his help and presented him 
to the disciples and told them how 

boldly Paul had preached in 
Damascus. So Paul stayed 
with them and went all over 
Jerusalem preaching. Paul 
undertook three mission-
ary voyages to cities in the 
Mediterranean to preach 
about Jesus and through his 
preaching and his Letters set 
out many of the doctrines of 
the Christian faith. Thirteen 
of the 27 books of the New Testa-
ment were written by St. Paul and 
he features prominently in the Acts 
of the Apostles. He died around 61 
AD, the precise place and manner of 
his death are unknown.

Paul’s life was remarkable and it 
changed the course of Christianity. 
He made an impact as an apostle, 
theologian and letter-writer and 
expanded the church by opening its 
doors to Gentiles. He was the first to 
work through many of the intriguing 
questions about Jesus’ life, death 
and resurrection. And Paul’s Letters 
have given us some of the finest 
pieces of early Christian theological 
thoughts.

St. Paul’s Cathedral, London

by John C
astelino

By the time you receive the March edition of Crossways we will have held 
our Ash Wednesday Services that starkly mark the beginning of Lent. 
During the service all the members of the congregation are marked with 
the sign of the cross as the priest says, ‘Remember that you are dust and 
to dust you will return. Turn from sin and turn to Christ!’ Sin is always 
that which gets in the way of our relationship with and to God. And if 
we think a little further we can see that at the heart of our observance 
of Lent is a desire to turn to God as revealed in Christ Jesus. ‘Turn from 
sin and turn to Christ!’ The Christian faith is intensely relational. 
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Part 6: The Argentine Anglicans

Tomás and Ana Banzhaf were 
in Vienna as part of a Euro-

pean tour and located Christ Church 
though the Vienna phone book. They 
joined members of the congregation 
in the Church Centre for coffee after 
the service. When I Iearned that they 
were Anglicans from Argentina, I 
was curious to hear more about their 
background.

Anglicanism arrived in Latin America 
during the 19th century. Anglican 
churches were first established in 
the capital and the larger cities to 
provide a chaplaincy service to the 
expatriates working with British 
consulates and companies. Eight 
years after Argentina’s independ-
ence from Spain, in 1824, permission 
was given to hold Anglican services 
and in 1831 St. John’s Church was 
built in the centre of Buenos Aires. 
At about the same time, the South 
American Missionary Society (SAMS) 
was formed to develop Anglican mis-
sions throughout the continent, and 
it still has an important place in the 
life of the church. As the church and 
its mission grew, missionary bishops 

were appointed and dioceses were 
formed. Until 1974, these missionary 
dioceses were under the metropoliti-
cal oversight of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury.

In 1981, the dioceses came together 
to form the Province of the South-
ern Cone. Originally, there were six 
dioceses in the province, one for 
every sovereign country covered 
by the province, but the Diocese 
of Northern Argentina was soon 
formed out of the larger Diocese 
of Argentina. The province retains 
and celebrates its mission-focused, 
evangelical and charismatic roots. 
The first ordination of Indians took 
place in 1966 and the first Indian 
bishop was consecrated in 1975. 
Important initiatives were taken to 
support Indian land rights.

In common with other former Span-
ish and Portuguese countries, Ar-
gentina is a predominantly Roman 
Catholic country (92 per cent), with 
a small Protestant and Jewish com-
munity (each around 2 per cent). 
That is why Tomás introduced him-
self and Ana by saying “Hello, we’re 
Tomás and Ana and we’re Anglicans 
from Argentina”! 

As descendants of German immi-
grants to Argentina, they were both 
brought up in the Lutheran faith 
and attended a German-speaking 
church. They spoke German with 
their parents and Tomás attended 
a German school. Tomás was, 
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however, curious to see other 
churches in action, and in 
the early ‘80s he decided to 
become an Anglican. “I feel at 
home in the Anglican Church”, 
Tomás admits. The couple 
had actually married in an 
Anglican church in 1976 and 
both their two daughters and 
granddaughter were baptised 
as Anglicans. They attend the 
Church of St. Michael and All 
Angels in Buenos Aires, where 
services are held in English 
and Spanish every Sunday. 

The English services that 
Tomás and Ana usually attend 
have a dwindling congregation 
consisting largely of older peo-
ple. Surprisingly, the Spanish-
language services are thriving, 
with a young congregation of 
Argentines most of whom are 
not of British descent and have 
no obvious connection with 
England. Tomás is a lay preacher for 
both congregations, and preaches 
three or four times a year. The vicar 
is Brian Williams. 

The Presiding Bishop of the South-
ern Cone, that comprises Argentina, 
Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, Peru and 
Uruguay and Bishop of Argentina is 
the Most Revd. Gregory Venables. 
The Southern Cone comprises eight 
dioceses. It is one of 36 ecclesiastical 
provinces of the Anglican Commun-
ion throughout the world. Although 
it is among the largest geographical 

areas, it counts the smallest number 
of members, with 30,000 Anglicans 
spread over 300 congregations. 

Both Ana and Tomás are translators 
by profession. While Ana used to 
work for a pharmaceutical company, 
Tomás was a professor of translation 
at the University of Buenos Aires. In 
his retirement, he continues to work 
as a freelance translator. The couple 
plan to move in the near future to the 
north of Argentina in order to work 
among the indigenous population at 
the Anglican mission.  

Dear Brethren,
We remember gladly and with thankful-
ness the kind reception you gave us at 
your church on 21 September when we 
arrived there and introduced ourselves 
as Argentine Anglicans (by choice) of 
German descent. The experiences we 
gathered in our travels was a very rich 
one. We attended two celebrations on 
14 September at the Church of Our Lady 
(Frauenkirchen) in Dresden, one of them 
a joint Anglican-Lutheran service, an in-
terpretation of Brahms’ German Requiem 
at Saint Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna, 
and later on, a visit through Saint John the 
Divine in New York. All this gave us much 
to think about. We pray for your congre-
gation and wish you the best success in 
the task in which all committed Christians 
are engaged: bringing the Gospel and the 
Kingdom of God even closer to mankind. 
Yours fraternally,
Ana and Tomás Banzhaf.
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Who’s Who in Christ Church??
This month features one person who will be leaving Austria 
shortly and another who has recently arrived. Names and photos 
are given on p.29.

Mystery 
person 
no.1

Mystery person no. 1 is one of the more smartly-dressed individuals 
at the 10.00 service, yet he feels equally at home in hiking gear as in 
a suit and tie. He and his wife—they married at Christ Church in 2005—first 
met during a hike in the Vienna Woods with the VIC Hiking Club, and the 
couple continue to enjoy their walks or cycle rides in the countryside sur-
rounding Vienna. This is his second assignment to Vienna and although 
he will be leaving again in August this year, he has plans to make Austria 
his permanent home when he retires. Born in Connecticut, he majored in 
political science at college, taking his post-graduate degree at Case Western 
Reserve University in Dayton, Ohio. After a year teaching social studies to 
high-school students, he married and in 1971 moved to Washington D.C. 
to join the State Department. He received training in Spanish in preparation 
for his first posting as a young diplomat in Ecuador. He enjoyed the natural 
beauty of the country but was disconcerted by the fact that the sun rose and 
set at exactly the same time all year round! His Spanish further improved 
during his next assignment, to Chile, where he spent over four years. His 
two daughters were born in Ecuador and Chile respectively. Thereafter 
followed a long period in Washington (“I was like the legendary Rip Van 
Winkel who watched the world go by”, he tells me). He was widowed in 
1996 and since his daughters had completed college, he accepted the post of 

State Department Management and Training Officer in Vienna, a job that 
involved training the locally-recruited staff of US embassies in Eastern 
Europe. One of his daughters is a medical doctor while the other has a 
PhD in physiology and kinesiology (“our old-age insurance”, he jokes). 
In 2001, he moved to the US Embassy in Nicaragua, and two years later 
to the US Consulate in Hamburg. 

In 2006, he was posted once again to Vienna as Public Affairs Adviser to 
the US mission to the OSCE (“I felt I had won the lottery ticket”) where 
he could join his wife. He has greatly enjoyed his attachment to Christ 
Church where he particularly enjoyes the Anglican/Episcopal liturgy. 

He comes from a Congregationalist background that derives from the early 
Pilgrims and Puritans. He shares his wife’s love of music, although unlike 
her, he admits that his gift is as a listener rather than a performer. The 
couple have generously opened their home on several occasions to host 
house concerts for members of the congregation, bringing together talented 
and interesting musicians. They like to think of the concerts as a form of 
outreach for the Church as much as a fund-raising activity. When he moves 
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Who’s Who in Christ Church? ?

Mystery 
person 
no.2

Mystery person no. 2 is relatively new to Christ Church—she moved to 
Austria last August to join her daughter and family—although her face may 
be familiar to film buffs. She recently had a major role as a woman whose 
son had been killed in Viet Nam, in an independent film called Clay, 
although she admits that if she had read the script before her screen 
test, she would have turned down the offer of the part! In the mean-
time, she has appeared in a second, as yet untitled film that is still in 
the making. She considers acting an avocation rather than a vocation, 
and prefers the stage to the screen. Her preference has always been for 
character parts, her most important stage appearance being as Estelle 
in Jean-Paul Sartre’s No Exit. She was born in Pennsylvania where she 
grew up until moving to Ohio for her undergraduate studies. Armed with 
a Masters degree in English and theatre arts and a doctor of education 
from Syracuse University in New York, she embarked on her main career as 
a teacher of secondary school and college students. Her final position was 
as a teacher in the English department of her alma mater in Syracuse, where 
she directed a cooperative programme between the university and various 
secondary schools that allowed qualified students to study at university 
before entering college. She also trained teachers in the programme. 

She retired last July and came to Austria. Her daughter and son-in-law 
both teach at the American International School and were glad of help in 
looking after their infant son, Jacob. Our mystery person was anxious to 
get to know Europe better. She had spent a year during her first degree at 
Exeter University but had not travelled in Eastern Europe. Not surprisingly, 
she is an avid reader, with a broad taste in English literature ranging from 
Chaucer, through the Brontes, to W.H.Auden and Herman Wouk. Among 
Shakespeare’s plays, she most enjoys the histories. 

The church has always been an important part of her life. She was raised 
as an Episcopalian, her brother-in-law is an Episcopal priest and she was 
a reader at her church in Syracuse. She has been singing in a choir from 
the age of seven and plays the piano, guitar and flute (that she picked up 
by herself when her daughter was having lessons). She enjoys tennis and 
is hoping to find a tennis partner. She has attended Christ Church regu-
larly since her arrival in Austria and loves the community that she finds 
extremely welcoming. 

in August to his next posting in Honduras, his wife will follow him at the end 
of the year.  He admits to being something of an Anglophile—fortunately, 
since his wife is British—and enjoys visits to the UK where, as an inveterate 
historian, he is particularly attracted to the historical sites.
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March 2009 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong 
 In memoriam Onar Benge

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche   

10

3
First Sunday of Lent 

Sunday Monday Tuesday

8

15

22

1
08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Tuesday Lent  
 Group (1)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Tuesday Lent  
 Group (2)

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Tuesday Lent  
 Group (3)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Tuesday Lent  
 Group (4)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Tuesday Lent  
 Group (5)

18.00 Prison Visitors  
 Team Meeting

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
15.45 House Concert at the Stevens

Third Sunday of Lent

29

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche   

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Passion Sunday

Second Sunday of Lent 

A Mother's love is something that no-one can explain, 
It is made of deep devotion and of sacrifice and pain,  

It is endless and unselfish and enduring come what may  
For nothing can destroy it or take that love away. 
It is patient and forgiving when all others are forsaking,  

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Mothering Sunday

Helen Steiner Rice (1900-1981)
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10.00 Toddlers Group

18.30 Sunday School  
 Meeting
19.00 Choir Practice 19.00 Taizé Service  

17.00 Silent procession  
 of witness for  
 the persecuted
  church

09.30 Women’s World 
 Day of Prayer  
 Service (Vienna 
 Community  

10.00 Toddlers Group 

19.00 Choir practice 

10.00 Toddlers Group 

19.00 Choir Practice 

10.00 Toddlers group 

19.00 Choir Practice 

7

27

20

6

13

28

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Reading Group

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Annual General  
 Meeting

19

11

4

18

5

12

25

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

Wednesday Thursday Friday

31

17

24

10

3
Women’s world day 

of prayer

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Tuesday Lent  
 Group (1)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Tuesday Lent  
 Group (2)

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Tuesday Lent  
 Group (3)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Tuesday Lent  
 Group (4)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Tuesday Lent  
 Group (5)

26

Saturday

Stand still and consider the wondrous works of God.
Job 37:14

A Mother's love is something that no-one can explain, 
It is made of deep devotion and of sacrifice and pain,  

It is endless and unselfish and enduring come what may  
For nothing can destroy it or take that love away. 
It is patient and forgiving when all others are forsaking,  

And it never fails or falters even though the heart is breaking. 
It believes beyond believing when the world around condemns,   
And it glows with all the beauty of the rarest, brightest gems ...  
A many splendoured miracle man cannot understand 
And another wondrous evidence of God's tender guiding hand.    Helen Steiner Rice (1900-1981)
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As already announced in the previous editions of Crossways, the Tuesday Lent 
Group will once again be using one of the York Courses. This year, the course 
will focus on the Lord’s Prayer. The format is simple. We listen to people talk-
ing about different aspects of the Lord’s Prayer. We then highlight and discuss 
what we have heard. The five sessions centre on the following five headings: 1) 
Our Father, 2) Thy will be done, 3) Our daily bread, 4) As we forgive and 5) In 
heaven. The speakers this year are Bishop Kenneth Stevenson, Canon Margaret 
Sentamu, Dr. David Wilkinson and Dr. Elaine Storkey. I am of the opinion that 
the Lord’s Prayer should not simply be rattled off but has to be said deliberately 
to allow space for God to speak to us through the prayer that Jesus taught his  
disciples to pray. If we only ever used this prayer, that would be sufficient. But 
simply reciting the prayer is not enough; we have to pause and consider the 
meaning. This is an excellent way to prepare oneself for the marking of Holy 
Week and Easter. Our first meeting is on 3 March at 19.00.   

Once again, star hosts Christina and Mike Stevens will be offering a House Con-
cert in their beautiful apartment (Vienna 1, Rathausstrasse 7/63) on Sunday, 8 
March, followed by a finger-food buffet. The concerts begins at 16.00 but guests 
are invited to take their seats at 15.45. As on previous occasions, the concert 
will include a mixture of vocal and instrumental, classical and popular music. 
The cost per ticket is €15 and can be purchased from Christina (tel: 2600-21051 
or c.stevens@iaea.org). All profits go to the Christ Church music fund. If the 
standard of performance and congenial atmosphere of previous concerts is 
anything to go by, then this promises to be another beautiful evening.

The Choral Evensong on Sunday, 1 March will be dedicated to Onar Benge, a 
long-standing member of the Christ Church community, who died on 3 February 
(see p20). Those attending Evensong are invited to meet in the Church Centre 
after the service for a light refreshment. Ambassador Ian Cliff, who was sched-
uled to give a talk on the work of the OSCE at that time, has kindly agreed to 
postpone his talk to a later date, to be announced in due course.

As usual there will be a Lent Group meeting on Thursday morning in my flat near 
Reumannplatz (U1). We will use material that was written in preparation for 
the Lambeth Conference last summer: Bible studies based on St. John’s Gospel. 
Download them yourself at www.lambethconference.org/lc2008/resources/in-
dex.cfm or let me know by 25 February and I will make a copy for you. If several 
people are interested, there may be a parallel group meeting in the church on 
Thursday evenings. Rebecca Hannan has agreed to help with this group. For 
more information call me at 0650/4050 892                              Aileen
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Looking for a new direction, too busy doing everything, just wanting to hear more 
clearly from God? The Kaleo course sets time apart to explore with Him and with 
others what He wants for your life. Literally finding your Calling. (Kaleo is the 
Greek for this). The Kaleo Course will lead you through a process of exploration 
of your passions, skills and gifts using guiding questions, times of quiet reflection 
and discussion in small groups. The process uncovers the patterns and threads 
in your life that will contribute to an understanding of what it is you were made 
to be and do. The final session brings all those threads together into a summa-
rising Kaleo Statement. Then, you will be offered the challenge to identify and 
take one small step towards fulfilling your calling in some way. 

Peg Butler from the UK will be facilitating the course on 1 and 2 May 2009 in 
the Church Centre. In the 1990s she attended a Kaleo Course at Golden Gate 
Community, San Francisco, where it was devised by Revd. Barry Brown. As this 
was a real encouragement and help in directing her journey with God, she now 
regularly runs the course for others in the UK. For further details as well as 
registration, please contact Mark or Rebecca Hannan (tel: 0681/10850313).

This year’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 25 March at 
18.30 in the Church. All those registered on the Electoral Role by Sunday, 8 
March should receive both the agenda of the meeting and the accompanying 
papers by mid March.

Lent is a time of beneficial preparation for the keeping of Holy Week and more 
especially the great feast of Easter when we proclaim once again Christ’s resur-
rection from the dead. As St. Augustine so memorably wrote, “We are an Easter 
people and Alleluia is our song!” But before the celebration of Easter, Christians 
down the centuries have kept Lent as a time of fasting and penitence. Lent is a 
time to go into ourselves, so that we might better go out into the world. It is a 
time to review our lives as they relate to God. It is a time to make confession of 
our sins and to make amends where necessary. In the Anglican Communion we 
can do this not only corporately during a church service, but also individually 
to a priest. Lent is a time when we give something up. It is to be literally a time 
of mortification. A time when we “kill off” this or that bad habit or possibly 
addiction that inhibits or interferes with our calling and witness as children of 
God. It is also a time of enrichment in which we are encouraged to take up a 
book that increases our Christian knowledge, read our Bibles (possibly with a 
commentary) and attend a course (possibly one of the Lent groups at Christ 
Church) to name but a few possibilities. 
If you would like to talk to either Aileen or myself about keeping Lent in a more 
focused and beneficial way please make an appointment with either of us.
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Goodbye, dear Friend

We loved her and will miss her—Onar 
Benge, who left this world early Tuesday 
morning, 3 February, following a long 
period of ill-health, borne so stoically. 

Onar, born in Michigan, would have 
celebrated her 92nd birthday this com-
ing April. She came to Vienna on the 
retirement of her husband Dick (died 

1990), to be near her son, Rick and his Austrian wife, Renate and 
later her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Some years ago 
circumstances necessitated Onar giving up her flat and moving into 
a complex for the elderly in Lainz. With her wonderful ability and 
temperament to make the best of the situation she soon adapted to 
her new surroundings and was always delighted to welcome visits 
from her many friends. She once remarked to me: I feel safe here 
and well-cared for and therefore I’m quite content.

Onar was a regular member of the Christ Church congregation and 
supported events whenever she could. For instance, she ‘adopted’ 
the Choir and hosted countless suppers for them at her flat. She 
was an accomplished seamstress, not only designing and making 
her own colourful ensembles, but sewing collection bags and other 
items for the church. A little lady, with piercing blue eyes, she was 
an avid reader and a very skilful Scrabble player. She assisted in 
raising funds for a new organ and was particularly interested in the 
renovation of the Crypt and only stopped worrying when she heard 
that a fire escape route was in place!

Onar, thank you for all you have done for Christ Church over the 
years and for the individual help and advice you have given to many. 
You will be remembered with love and affection.  FS

March 2009 v2 .indd   20 11/02/2009   17:35:09



21



Shortly after eye surgery last year, 
it was time to travel to Corfu for 

the Archdeaconry Synod. The eyes 
were healing well, but no washing 
of face or hair and no swimming (I 
would be beside the Adriatic!). 

On awaking one morning, my eyes 
protested vehemently and pain-
fully against the bathroom light 
and indeed the view from the hotel 
window.  I spoke to the surgeon in 
Vienna who had implanted lenses 
in both my eyes and he advised me 
to see an optician as soon as pos-
sible. I appealed to Ann Giannouka, 
the truly sterling Coordinator of the 
Synod. Since it was a Saturday and 
there would be a problem finding an 
optician, the only choice was to go 
to the hospital and wait in line to see 
the duty doctor. Since one of Ann’s 
friends was married to a drugstore 
owner, she could get a new batch of 
eye drops. Aileen and I did the only 
thing to calm our fears. We prayed.          

My anxiety grew with the passing 
hours. My eyes were now tearing 
up and I had to wear dark glasses 
in the conference room. Patrick was 
casting questioning glances, realis-
ing that something was amiss. I 
thought about getting a flight back 
to Vienna—not so easy in the off 
season. In the afternoon we took 
time off for a walking tour in the Old 
Town. In the group led by the Chap-
lain Clifford Owen, we first visited 
the birthplace of Prince Philip and 
that brought back memories of the 

announcement of 
his engagement to 
the Princess Eliza-
beth, and the cel-
ebration we had 
in my school in 
Jamaica  where we 
sang “All the nice 
girls love a sailor, 
all the nice girls 
love a tar.....”  

Cliff pointed out a 
little church dedicated 
to Saint Paraskevi. “Saint Paraskevi!”  
I cried, “that´s for me, she’s the 
patron saint of eyes!” We went 
in, I kissed the ikon and asked the 
saint to assist me in my prayer for 
the healing of my eyes. You might 
wonder how I knew that particular 
saint in the Greek Orthodox Church. 
I have read the Messages written by 
Vassula Rydén and been on pilgrim-
age to Meteora in Greece with her. 
Her middle name is Paraskevi and 
she tells the story that at birth her 
eyes remained shut. Her distraught 
mother, believing that she had no 
eyes, prayed to the saint for help, 
promising to name her daughter 
in her honour. And when Vassula 
opened her lids, three days later, 
there were eyes. (see www.tlig.org) 

We continued our walk and the pain 
in my eyes vanished. I took off the 
sun glasses and had no problem with 
the light. I thanked God for my mira-
cle, and also Saint Paraskevi. And I 
continue to believe in miracles!

by H
yacinth Ö

sterlin
Hyacinth’s Miracle

Hyacinth recently celebrated a special 
birthday and Patrick led the congratulations

March 2009 v2 .indd   21 11/02/2009   17:35:09



22

I am wearing a life-jacket, paddling 
a rubber dinghy down a tranquil 

side arm of the Danube. This is 
the Donau Auen, the national park 
set up expressly to protect unique 
Danube wetlands downstream from 
Vienna. My fellow paddlers are 
three students and their professor. 
We are being lectured to by an en-
ergetic, bronzed, early middle-aged 
lady called Barbara. She is one of 
the park rangers and her speciality 
is re-introducing beavers back into 
the wild. She has personally reared 
two beavers who romp with her with 
the gratitude young children show to 
their mothers. 

“We are looking for beaver tracks,” 
she says, “breeding colonies of grey 
herons, sandpipers, kingfishers, 
wild boar, possibly European pond 
terrapins—their only reproduction 
site in Austria is in this park. We 
expect to hear frogs, red-belly toads, 
black woodpeckers.”

We take a left turn into a larger chan-
nel that flows sluggishly, parallel to 
the main stream, through a thick 
avenue of willows and elms. “Faster 
please,”  Barbara tells us. “We have 
a long way to go.” We accelerate 
in companionable silence. My right 
shoulder muscle is beginning to 

ache but otherwise paddling is 
surprisingly easy. 

“There,” Barbara 
cries, pointing. 
“White-tailed 

sea eagle.” We all stop paddling 
and look up. Predictably we miss it. 
“One of our successes,” she informs 
us. “They were breeding in these 
wetlands and then they disappeared. 
There was too much human distur-
bance. A few years ago they started 
coming back. Now the park has re-
corded its first breeding success.”

We drift gently to the bank and rest, 
perspiring in our life jackets, the sun 
hot on our necks, the sky a won-
drous blue. “Beaver slide,” Barbara 
points out automatically, touching 
the skinned bark of a stout branch 
sloping down to the water, unable 
to resist imparting her knowledge. 
Some minutes later, we set out from 
the bank and paddle on, legs slung 
over the side of the inflatable din-
ghy, cool in the water. They say it 
is eleven degrees but I, who bathe 
in early spring, am a connoisseur of 
temperatures and assess the water 
to be at least seventeen degrees. 
Swimmable in my book.

We approach a little waterfall. This 
is where the tow path has been re-
moved allowing the Danube to flow 
back into the side arms, revitalising 
what a few years ago were stagnant, 
brackish, evaporating pools. Pains-
takingly, step by step, this section 
of the Danube wetland is being 
recreated. Many birds are singing. 
Kingfishers dart about just above the 
water line. My ignorance of natural 
history is brought to light. “What 
is that called in English?” Barbara 
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Donau-Au adventure
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asks, pointing. The students’ heads 
swivel. I stare after the bird in blank 
incomprehension—no point in mak-
ing a guess. I simply don’t know, 
I confess embarrassedly. Why is 
it that someone who professes to 
adore nature as I do, shows so lit-
tle interest in and knowledge of its 
particulars?

Eventually we arrive at the main-
stream of the Danube, which is rac-
ing past. Tentatively we advance into 
the flow. Soon we are drifting at eight 
kilometres an hour, as fast as riding 
a bicycle, and we don’t even have to 
lift a paddle. That means a hundred 
kilometres a day, a thousand kilome-
tres in ten days. What a wonderful 
way, and a lazy way, to go down the 
river, I am thinking. “Put your pad-
dles into the water and the other end 
to your ear,” Barbara commands. 
“What can you hear?” We all listen. 
It is a constant sound, like sand 
running through a sieve. “That’s 
the gravel being drawn along by the 
river,” she explains, “huge amounts 
of sediment. Don’t forget this is still 
essentially a mountain river; the 
downhill flow can drag along pieces 
of gravel the size of a baby’s head.” 
She pauses. “This is the most beauti-
ful sound I know in my life, because 
it tells me the eco-system of the river 
is alive and well.”

Now we are coming to a river island. 
“Typical how the island emerges 
from the water,” comments Barbara. 
We are passing close by the gravel 

For those who might prefer a less energetic but 
nonetheless exciting Danube adventure, join 
one of the guided tours that depart from Orth 
a/d Donau (see www.cusoon.at/webseite/
bootstouren-im-nationalpark-donauauen).

beach, then bushes and willows, 
nettles as high as a full-grown 
person, stumpy trees and finally 
tall, soft-wood trees that sway 
noisily together, even on a day 
with almost no wind. Trees 
and vegetation growing at 
phenomenal speed, fed by the 
constant underground water. 

All too soon we reach the landing 
stage at Orth an der Donau. We haul 
the inflatable dinghies up to dry land 
and prepare to go our separate ways.  
“I have one more question,” I say to 
Barbara as I shake her hand. Before 
I am allowed to ask, she replies, “No 
I am not married and yes I am avail-
able,” with a great guffaw of a laugh, 
as she sees my wife approaching. 
She drives off still chuckling—this 
woman who devotes her life-energy 
to a river to the Danube. 
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Situated in West Af-
rica, The Gambia 

is Africa’s smallest 
country, and one of its 
most densely popu-
lated. With an area 
of 11,300sq km, this 
low-lying state 
forms a nar-
row strip on ei-
ther side of the 
Gambia River, 
and except for a 
short coastline 
is surrounded 
entirely by Sen-
egal. Unlike many of its West African 
neighbours, The Gambia has enjoyed 
lengthy spells of relative stability 
since independence from Britain 
in 1965. Current President, then 
Lieutenant, Yahya Jammeh seized 
power in a bloodless military coup 
in 1994. 

Constitutional rule officially returned 
two years later when he ran as a 
civilian and won presidential elec-
tions widely seen as unfair. In 2001, 
President Jammeh lifted the ban on 
the political parties he overthrew in 
the coup and, later that year, won 
a second term, in elections which 
foreign observers give a clean bill of 
health despite rising tension ahead 
of the vote. His third term in office 
began in 2006, although this cam-

paign too was reportedly marred by 
intimidation. The President has set 
up bodies to investigate corruption 
and recover pilfered public funds, 
but is also criticised for harassing 
opposition activists and journalists.
However, the relative stability has 
not translated into prosperity and 
The Gambia is a desperately poor 
country. According to the UN, 60% 
of people live on less than $1 a day. 
75% of the 1.75million popula-
tion depend on crops or animals 
for their livelihood but, despite the 
centrality of the Gambia River, only 
one-sixth of the land is arable and 
poor soil quality has led to the pre-
dominance of one crop - peanuts. 
The dependence on peanuts - which 
are sold to other countries to make 
peanut butter, oil and sometimes W
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A  regular series of short articles that focus on differ-
ent parts of the worldwide church each month; bring-
ing news as well as a prayer of or for the area concerned. 

The Gambia

St. Mary’s Anglican Cathedral in Banjul
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even paint - results in the nation 
being a hostage to fluctuations in 
the production and world prices of 
the crop, which in turn leads to a 
reliance on foreign aid to fill gaps 
in its balance of payments. With an 
estimated 100,000 visitors a year, 
tourism is also an important source 
of foreign exchange.

The Gambia is constitutionally 
secular, but Islam is the major faith 
(90 per cent), with up to 9 per cent 
shared among Christian denomina-
tions, and the remainder following 

African religions. The first Christian 
Church south of the Sahara was es-
tablished in The Gambia in 1821 by 
the Revd. John Morgan, a Methodist 
minister. Roman Catholic and An-
glican missionaries followed. These 
are the three main denominations 
today, with Roman Catholicism being 
the largest. Pentecostal churches are 
increasing in significance. 

Although the Christian faith is 
numerically weak, according to 
one church source “it succeeds in 
maintaining witness for Christ”. 
The Anglican Diocese of 
Gambia also covers Senegal 
and the Cape Verde Islands. 
The Rt Revd. Tilewa Johnson 
is the current Bishop, the 
first Gambian national to 
hold the post. He was 
consecrated in 1990, and 
since that time the ‘slogan’ 
for all diocesan development 
has been “Aiming to strike 
a reasonable balance 
between evangelism and 
social responsibility”.

Pray for: increased political freedom; Gambian Christians to be encouraged and 
trained to lead and disciple others; the Anglican Church’s outreach work through 

its schools and farms, and its work with refugees; and for all Christians to be “will-
ing to make the impossible possible under God in Christian social action”.


Information compiled in January 2009 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. 
Vickers, from whom further information may be available. Contact her by Email at: 
mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.uk. ‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for 
local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Christians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.
co.uk). Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer letters, sermons, etc, 
but wider use needs permission from the Revd. Mary J. Vickers who owns the copyright.
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Five hundred copies of Crossways are printed every month 
while many people read the magazine online at the Christ 
Church website. I don’t for one moment imagine that every 
single article, or series of articles, will be of interest to every 
single reader. In order to have an idea of what people most 
look forward to in the magazine, however, I would appreci-
ate receiving an email as soon as possible, listing in order 

of preference the following features (crossways@aon.at). People who do not use 
email may hand me their list in church or send it to the Church Office. The features that 
appear regularly or from time to time are listed from A to L. All I need in reply is a list of 
letters, although comments and suggestions would be gratefully received!          JC

A Face-to-Face (interviews)
B The Church Year (articles on saints or feast days etc.)
C Message from the Bishop (usually Christmas and Easter)
D Who’s Who in Christ Church
E Christ Church & More (articles on Christ Church activities) 
F World Church Focus
G The Way They Pray (articles on visitors to Christ Church)
H Short Story
I Historical reminiscences
J Articles on things to do and see in Vienna or Austria
K Reports on recent events (outings, concerts etc.)
L Voice from Another Parish (new series)                 

Vivian Stenzenberger received a 
blessing from the Chaplain and As-
sistant Chaplain on the occasion 
of her 70th birthday. She has been 
responsible for the church flowers 
for 15 years and the congregation is 
very grateful for her artistic skill and 
commitment. It was a pleasure to 
see all seven of the Stenzenbergers’ 
grandchildren in church with them!

Happy Birthday, Vivian

Questionnaire
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letter box
Greetings from Mexico
What a wonderful newsletter! It’s 
a far cry from the mimeographed 
newsletters we had when I was part 
of the Christ Church family from 1970 
to 1972. It was a joy to read of so 
many activities, of the obvious growth 
of Christ Church, of Aileen Hackl’s 
licensing, of music at Christ Church 
and so much more.
I came to Vienna in the fall of 1970 
and was greeted at the door by Chris 
Roberts, a wonderful woman from 
Tennessee. “Hi,” she said. “I’m the 
welcoming committee!” I came to love 
and respect Chris, her husband Tom, 
and their two children. Chris’ invita-
tion for me to come for American 
Thanksgiving dinner was a joy for 
me and her hospitality and faith-in-
action were a great part of my con-
tinuing to be a part of Christ Church 
during my two years in Vienna. I sang 
in the choir, helped with the crèche, 
baby-sat for the children of Bruce 
and Margaret Duncan, occasionally 
assisted Elisabeth Calice with wash-
ing and ironing the church linens, and 
went out to lunch after church with 
other young people. I even remember 
a cruise up and down the Danube on 
the boat belonging to the US Ambas-
sador when the Bishop of Fulham and 
Gibralter came for a visit.
I left Vienna in December 1972 for 
studies at The General Theological 
Seminary (Episcopal) in New York 
City. I was ordained deacon in 1976 
and was priested in 1977, the first 
“legal” year for women’s ordination 
to the priesthood. I’ve served parishes 
in four of the US States and, two years 

ago, retired to live in Mexico.  I came to 
Xalapa, Veracruz, primarily because 
there was no English-language church 
of the Anglican Church in Mexico. The 
memories of the Christ Church Vienna 
community were very strong and I 
sensed that a similar, welcoming com-
munity would be helpful in our part of 
the world. In Advent 2006, our English 
congregation of Sts Mary and Martha 
of Bethany held its first service. We are 
growing, little by little, and we offer 
a place at the table to all who seek a 
Christian community.
I wish you well at Christ Church, and 
I thank God for the influence and 
support the people of Christ Church 
Vienna have given me.
Blessings in Christ,           Susan Mills

June retreat
What a pity that Mark Oakley is not 
able to lead this retreat! He’s a very 
good speaker. However, I am abso-
lutely delighted to be invited to take 
his place. I know it will be a lot of fun, 
meeting old friends and making new 
ones, and just wandering around in 
such a beautiful setting.  But a retreat 
also gives us precious time for deeper 
reflection. In the Christian life, there’s 
always a tension (or is it a balance?) 
between our will and God’s will. Are 
there times when you have said ‘no’ to 
what God was asking of you? And then 
what happened? How does God get 
our attention? Do we care about the 
same things that God cares about?
Come and see at the retreat what we 
can learn from the story of Jonah in 
the Old Testament.  We might call it, 
“I’ll do it my way”.          Tania Witter
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Dates for your Diary

DATE TIME   EVENT
March 1 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong: In Memoriam Onar Benge
March 3 (Tues) 19.00 Tuesday Lent Group starts (five sessions), York  
  Course on Prayer
March 4 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group Never let me go by 
  Kazuo Ishiguro
March 6 (Fri) 09.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer, Vienna 
  Community Church - Papua New Guinea
March 8 (Sun) 15.45 House concert at Christina and Mike Stevens’
March 18 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
March 19 (Thurs) 18.30 Sunday School meeting
March 20 (Fri) 19.00 Taizé Service
March 25 (Wed) 18.30 Annual General Meeting
March 27 (Fri)  17.00 Silent procession of witness for the 
  persecuted church
March 29 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist
April 9 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday liturgy 
April 10 (Fri) 12.30 Ecumenical Service
 18.00 Good Friday Liturgy
April 11 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil
April 12 08.00 Said Eucharist
 10.00 Sung Eucharist
April 17 (Fri) 19.00 Taizé Service
April 19 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist with Brassissimo 
April 24-26  Bishop David Hamid to visit - Confirmation
April 29 (Wed) 18.30 Church Council meeting
May 1/2  Kaleo Course: Finding your calling
May 3 (Sun) 18.00 A Service of Wholeness and Healing
May 10 (Sun) 08.00 Bishop Bernhard Heitz to
 10.00 preside and preach
May 16 (Sat) 16.00 Barn Dance
June 7 (Sun)  Sunday School picnic
June 12-14  Retreat led by Revd. Tania Witter
Sept. 26 (Sat)  Council Quiet Day led by Pam de Wit
Sept. 26 (Sat) 16.00 Nigerian Fest (tbc)
Sept. 27 (Sun) 18.00 Animal Blessing Service
Oct. 4 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving and First Communion
Nov. 4 (Wed) 19.00 Diary Day
Nov. 8 (Sun)  Remembrance Sunday
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Personal Ads
T

his space is reserved for m
em

bers of the congregation to place private ads. 
O

thers w
ill be asked to pay a sm

all charge to help tow
ards printing costs.

klavierklasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners and 
beginners of any age, for you. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at.

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast and 
reliable, at affordable prices. Tel:  
0650/689 5757 www.computerdoctor 
vienna.com.

Shipment to/from England 
Is anyone sending a shipment by road 
from London to Vienna in the summer 
and would like to share space and 
costs? Alternatively, does anyone know 
of someone with a van who undertakes 
small shipments at a reasonable price? 
If so, please contact Judy Castelino, 
285 1802 or castelino@aon.at

Michael Stevens Peggy Bonesteel

Solution to Who’s Who quiz on p.14

Household help available 
Brenda Kellem is looking for household 
position, live-in or out, flexible working 
hours.  Please contact Brenda 0676 
4333033 or email novemberpiano@
yahoo.com

Flat needed urgently
Who can help a lovely mother of 5 
children in an emergency situation 
who needs a flat asap? She needs 4-5 
rooms, but is only able to pay a max. of 
€600. She doesn’t mind where (except 
14th district), and she’s not choosy 
about the condition! She is able to 
pay €2.000 in advance. Anybody who 
has an idea please contact Dietlinde 
Alphart-Toubia: cosmopolita61@
gmail.com (0699 17004519)
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12
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