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ROSSWAYSC
News and views from Christ Church Vienna 

the Anglican/Episcopal Church in Austria

We thank Thee, then, O Father, 
For all things bright and good,
The seed time and the harvest, 
Our life, our health, and food.
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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
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This month’s cover shows labourers in Sri Lanka 
harvesting rice. The purchase of a rice thresher 
has cut down the amount of work, but their work-
ing day is still far longer and harder than ours.  
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The deadline for submissions for the 
November issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
October. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
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AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

When you were a child, were you constantly re-
minded to “think of the poor starving children in 

Africa” whenever you pushed your cabbage around on 
your plate or turned your nose up at a dish you didn’t 
particularly like? I could never, even with the imagina-
tion of a seven year old, understand how anyone could 
want my rapidly congealing rice pudding, even less how 
I could make sure that it landed on the empty plates of 
children on a distant continent. Later on, I found myself 
echoing my mother’s words, albeit with a broader geo-
graphical appeal (nowadays, the Indian subcontinent 
is home to half the world’s hungry); my daughters will 
doubtless carry on the tradition. 

Every year, 15 million children die of starvation in devel-
oping countries, while in the industrialized world billions 
of dollars are spent annually to combat obesity. The 
right to be free from hunger is enshrined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (Article 25), adopted by the 
United Nations exactly sixty years ago. And yet, what 
good is a signed document to the 850 million people, 
or13 percent of the world population, who, according 
to the World Food Programme, cannot afford their most 
basic food needs. God created a world capable of feed-
ing its population—even a rapidly growing one. He left 
it up to us, however, to ensure a fair distribution of food 
resources. In this, we have sadly failed. At the same time 
as we see on the news the emaciated bodies of children 
in Sudan, we are shown pictures of the disposal of food 
surpluses in the European Union and North America.

The United Nations has marked World Food Day every 
year since 1979 on 16 October. Although we cannot 
share our rice pudding with the hungry in distant cor-
ners of the world, we can contribute in other ways. We 
can donate the cost of our Sunday lunch, a birthday 
meal, or a week’s supply of cakes and biscuits to the 
World Food Programme or another reputable char-
ity. Check out the WFP website: http://www.wfp.org/
how_to_help. In this month when we celebrate God’s 
bounty, let us do our small part towards ensuring that 
it is more evenly spread.      Judy Castelino
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Presently there are many 
signs of life within Christ 
Church, Vienna. The recent 
Youth and Family Retreat 
organized by Deborah 
Walker was a successful 
occasion when some 40  

children and parents gathered for a 
Saturday in September. The partici-
pants hope to have a repeat in the 
spring. At the Harvest Thanksgiving 
service in October twelve children 
will be admitted to receive First 
Communion. This is the fruit of eight 
years of work. Over the summer a 
new boiler was installed, the public 
address extended into the crypt and 
a microphone placed on the altar. 
We also improved and extended the 
insurance for the church and church 
activities. The new crib figures were 
delivered during the summer and 
individuals have purchased figurines 
in memory of loved ones. 

In September we were able to intro-
duce a new Eucharistic setting. It will 
not replace the old one, but rather 
it will help us to ring the changes 
from time to time so that we can be 
more alert to what we are singing. 
Add to this list the usual August/
September activities such as the 
walk on the Rax, the Parish Outing 
(this year to Styria), the Nigerian 
Fest and the Eastern Archdeaconry 
Synod (held on the island of Corfu). 
In addition to the above John and 
Judy Castelino hosted a popular BBQ 
at their home and we held a fire drill 
towards the end of one of our main 

Sunday services in August. There 
are many other things happening 
such as plans to extend the Toddler 
Group to two days a week and a 
Tuesday morning Bible Study which 
is to begin this month.

For all the above and much more 
may God be thanked. It is God who 
has brought us together from a va-
riety of different backgrounds and it 
is God who through grace and mercy 
sustains us, if we remain faithful. It 
is a joy to be part of a church that 
is multi-generational, multi-ethnic, 
multi-socioeconomic and multi-
lingual. Many of the above activi-
ties strengthen the inner life of our 
community as it gathers Sunday by 
Sunday to worship God. It is worth 
reminding ourselves that although 
the church is there to support, en-
courage and maintain people in the 
faith, it is also there to reach out to 
the wider community. It does this 
naturally in selfless service by hav-
ing an eye to one’s neighbour. The 
prison visiting team has faithfully 
visited prisoners for seven years. 
Christ Church joyfully gives away 
ten percent (tithes) of its income to 
charitable causes. A number of our 
people visit members of the church 
in the name of the church. Our 
welcoming ministry is an important 
aspect of our Sunday ministry with 
a continued need to be alert to being 
hospitable Sunday by Sunday.

Christians are called to be leaven. 
They are called to be salt. They are 
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called to be light. (Matthew 5.13-15) 
This will mean that they will take 
responsibility where they live and 
work to be a force for good. They 
will seek to ensure highest ethical 
standards according to the princi-
ples of Christian life and witness. 
This means for one hotelier on the 
island of Corfu that she will pay the 
national insurance contributions 
for her employees that many other 
hoteliers on that island do not pay. 
With regard to who is in and who is 
out, Christians will always seek to 
include, rather than to exclude.

Being a Christian and more par-
ticularly a local expression of the 
Christian faith also means making 
known the name of Jesus Christ 
in today’s world. Personally I hold 
myself to the Great Commission 
in St Matthew’s Gospel: “Now the 
eleven disciples went to Galilee, to 
the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. When they saw him, 
they worshipped him; but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said 
to them, ‘All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of 
the age.’” (28.16-20).

The Great Commission reminds 
us that God is not simply a super 
human being, a better model of 
ourselves! God forbid! The Great 
Commission reminds us that God 
has revealed himself to us in His 
Son allowing us to say with William 
Temple, a former Archbishop of Can-
terbury that ‘God is Christ-like, and 
in him is nothing un-Christ-like at 
all.’ It reminds us that God is Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. 

Despite this revelation of encourage-
ment God remains a divine mystery 
in which we through our baptism be-
come partakers. The Great Commis-
sion reminds us that our present and 
future is secure if we walk with God. 
This ‘walk with God’ in the words of 
the author of the Book of Proverbs is 
better than the income of silver, the 
revenue of gold and preciousness of 
jewels. Jesus once said, ‘For where 
your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.’ (Matthew 6.21) May our 
hearts be strengthened and renewed 
to walk with God and to invite others 
to do the same. 

Our walk with God…
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Archdeaconry Synod

Until yesterday morning 
(from 11 to 15 September), 

the Eastern Archdeaconry 
Synod was in session in a 
busy hotel in this seaside 
resort, fifteen minutes by 
bus outside Corfu town. Over 
three and a half days, at 
temperatures in the region of 
33oC and high humidity (until 
Sunday afternoon, when the 
heavens opened), we followed 
a very full programme of 
worship services, business 
meetings and fellowship, 
organized by a team from the 
chaplaincy of Holy Trinity 
Corfu together with Patrick 
Curran, the Archdeacon. 

Archdeaconry Synods are part of 
the synodical structure of decision-
making in the Church of England, 
situated in the “organization chart” 
between parish or chaplaincy church 
councils and the Diocesan Synod, 
above which ranks the General 
Synod, the highest decision-making 
and law-giving body. Of these four 
types of assembly, the Archdeaconry 
Synods probably have the least 
decision-making to do, but they fulfil 
an essential function in holding the 
fabric of the Church together and 
in deepening the communion of the 
chaplaincies/parishes with each 
other and with their bishop. This 
is especially true in our Diocese of 
Europe, where the congregations are 
mostly too far apart to have much 
other contact with each other.

This year, we had our Suffragan 
Bishop, David Hamid, with us. He 
gave us his take on the recent Lambeth 
Conference and on the big issue 
exercising the Anglican Communion 
these days—the moral, cultural, 
theological, pastoral, disciplinary and 
ecumenical implications of ordaining 
clergy who publicly acknowledge 
their same-sex partners. Lambeth 
was widely reported in the media, 
especially the fact that almost 200 
of the 800 bishops invited chose 
not to attend, some for reasons of 
conscience, some under pressure 
from their archbishops. What was 
perhaps less widely reported, but 
admiringly acknowledged by the 
75 or so ecumenical observers 
(including three Roman Catholic 
cardinals and the Chief Rabbi of 
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Great Britain) was the respectful 
listening and brotherliness between 
the bishops, and the towering 
intellect and deep holiness of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan 
Williams. Knowing that the Anglican 
Communion was not yet ready for a 
clear-cut decision on the thorny issue 
of clergy in same-sex relationships, 
he had organized the bishops into 
some forty so-called Indaba groups, 
named after a Zulu institution for 
community consensus-seeking. 

The upshot was the declaration of a 
moratorium on three things: (a) clergy 
living in same-sex partnerships, (b) 
blessing ceremonies for same-
sex partnerships, and (c) bishops 
(generally from the “Global South”) 
making “incursions” into parishes 
in other jurisdictions (generally in 
the “North”) that find their own 
bishop too “liberal”. Meanwhile, 
work continues on strengthening 
the “instruments of unity” within the 
Anglican Communion.

Other reports “down” to the 
Archdeaconry Synod were on the 
General Synod (by Roger Fry, a lay 
representative from Madrid) and 
the Diocesan Synod (by our own 
Hyacinth Österlin). The main body 
of reports, of course, was “up” from 
each individual chaplaincy. Those 
represented this year were Ankara, 
(Greater) Athens, Belgrade, Bucharest 
(with Sofia), Budapest, Corfu, 
Istanbul 2, Kyiv (Kiev), Moscow, 
Prague, St. Petersburg and Vienna 
(Christ Church Istanbul, Izmir and 
Warsaw were absent). Of especial 
interest were the reports from two 
congregations, Crete and Istanbul 
Beyoglu, which had developed 
“bottom-up”, were growing rapidly, 
and had decided to seek ordered 
liturgy and governance under the 
umbrella of the Anglican Diocese 
of Europe. 

In addition to the bishop, archdeacon 
and chaplaincy representatives 
(clergy and lay people), who make up 

by Philip R
eading
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the synod, there were guest speakers. 
The Revd. William Gulliford is rector 
of St Dunstan’s in the City of London 
(the “Church for Europe”) and half 
-time Director of Ordinands for our 
diocese. He spoke about the well-
founded process of discernment and 
training that all clergy in the Church 
of England have to go through (but 
which does cost money!) and led 
two bible study sessions in which 
he showed (a) how Luke’s stories 
of the birth and childhood of John 
the Baptist and Jesus echo stories 
in the Old Testament such as the 
birth and childhood of Samuel; and 
(b) how Luke’s portrayal of Paul as 
a propagandist and martyr does not 
quite do justice to Paul’s own view 
of his role as a fulfiller of the destiny 
of the Jewish people. Richard Welch 
gave a moving presentation on his 
“Walk of Hope” through Albania, his 
response to the atrocities of human-
trafficking in that country. He has 
won great respect from Albanians 
by truly coming alongside them 
and living in the same conditions 
they do.

Given that the Anglican ecclesiology 
is of a Eucharistic community around 
its bishop, an important part of any 
synod is worshipping together, and 
so over the three and a half days 
we had four services of Morning 
Prayer, three of Evening Prayer, 
two of  Compline and two of Holy 
Communion. As our Sunday was 
Holy Cross Day, we followed the 
Greek custom of gathering round 

a simple wooden cross planted in 
a pot of small-leaved Greek basil 
to commemorate the basil-covered 
hill on which St Helen, mother of 
Emperor Constantine, had the first 
church of the Holy Cross built in 
the 4th century. (The Greek word 
basilikos means royal, by the way.)

One of  the chief  benef i ts  of 
archdeaconry synods, especially 
in this far-flung archdeaconry, is 
for the chaplaincies to get to know 
each other and the surroundings 
in which they live and work. Holy 
Trinity Corfu, under its chaplain 
Clifford Owen is trying to become 
more self-sufficient, to recruit a new 
chaplain (Clifford will be moving 
to Ostend, Belgium in October) 
and to find better accommodation. 
They will be receiving a grant from 
the Diocesan Development Fund. 
Many members work in the tourist 
industry, which means that they 
have to “drop out” during much of 
the all-important summer season 
and special efforts have to be made 
to keep them connected with the 
Church. A noticeable feature has 
been young British women married 
to Greeks and experiencing culture 
shock. Increasingly, the tendency of 
British retirees to make their home 
in the Mediterranean is making 
itself felt, and of course there is an 
important ministry to tourists and 
refugees.

The Corfu chaplaincy overwhelmed 
us with hospitality, laying on two 
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evening parties for those who arrived 
early, walking tours of Corfu town, 
fellowship in a Greek taverna (yes, 
I admit it, with dancing: and yes, 
some of it on a table), a visit to 
the Greek Evangelical Church and 
its Birmingham-trained pastor 
Miltiades, and a coach trip to the 
beautiful area around Palaiokastritsa 
monastery, where we were introduced 
to the symbolism underlying many 
of the architectural features of 
Orthodox churches and the actions 
of worshippers and visitors. 

This was rounded off by a lecture 
on the history of Corfu under 
Byzantine, Venetian and British 
(but never Turkish!) overlords and 
its reflection in literature (especially 
Laurence Durrell) by Professor Panos 
Karagiorgos. And, of course, we had 
a chance to join the congregation at 
its Sunday morning Eucharist service, 
where Bishop David preached on 
John 3:16 (“God so loved the world 
…”) and a pair of candlesticks was 
dedicated to the memory of a much-
loved member of the congregation. 

In the few gaps in this 
t i gh t  programme and 
during meals, Bishop David 
and Archdeacon Patrick 
Curran had one-on-one 
meetings with a number of 
people who needed to air 
a problem or seek advice. 
Bishop David also had a 
chance to meet informally 
with the “Despotis”, the 
Orthodox Archbishop of the 

island—an important milestone for 
the chaplaincy and the diocese.

By the time you read this, the other 
Vienna representatives will have 
reported back to the Chaplaincy 
Church Council (on 17 September). 
Because of our relatively large 
electoral roll (over 150 members), 
Vienna can send more representatives 
than other chaplaincies. They are 
Nikki Hertford, Miranda Kopetzky, 
Hyacinth Österlin and myself, in 
addition to the licensed clergy 
(Patrick Curran and Aileen Hackl) 
who attend ex officio. Patrick’s 
costs are paid by the diocese, the 
rest of us are paid out of our own 
Archdeaconry Synod fund, about 
€550 per head for flight, meals and 
accommodation (shared). This has 
been a relatively expensive synod for 
us, but remember that others, such 
as Belgrade last year and Vienna 
the year before, cost much less. It 
is vital for the health of our church 
that we invest this time and money 
in looking beyond the confines of our 
own chaplaincy. 
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The Greatest Gift of All

Until fairly recently, children 
in the Anglican Church who 

wished to receive the sacrament 
of Holy Communion, had to wait 
until their Confirmation. Youngsters 
attending Christ Church were no 
exception despite the fact that their 
Roman Catholic schoolmates were 
eligible to take their First Commun-
ion at the age of 6 or 7. When the 
Anglican Church adopted new guide-
lines for the admission of baptised 
persons to Holy Communion before 
Confirmation, Christ Church wel-
comed the opportunity to offer the 
Holy Communion to youngsters.

The website of the Anglican Church 
explains the background: 
In November 1996, after many years of 
debates, reports and experimentation, 
the General Synod of the Church of 
England accepted the House of Bish-
ops’ Guidelines on the Admission of 

Baptised Persons to Holy Communion 
before Confirmation including, of course, 
children. In February 2006, The General 
Synod formally approved the Children 
and Holy Communion Regulations, 
which supersede these Guidelines. The 
Regulations come into force on 15 June 
2006, the Feast of Corpus Christi.

Alexandra Schmidt has been prepar-
ing children for their first communion 
for three years, taking over from 
Sandra Peniston-Bird. “Two years 
ago, three children were admitted, 
last year seven, and this year 12”, 
Alexandra tells me. The children are 
aged between 7 and 10, and there are 
an equal number of boys and girls 
from a range of countries, reflecting 
the broad geographical spread of 
our community. She has organized 
preparation into four half-hour ses-
sions, taking place each Sunday after 
church in the crypt. During the first 
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EXTRACT FROM THE  
ADMISSION OF BAPTISED 

CHILDREN TO HOLY 
COMMUNION REGULATIONS

2. Children who have been baptised 
but who have not yet been confirmed 
and who are not yet ready and desir-
ous to be confirmed as required by 
paragraph 1(a) of Canon B15A may 
be admitted to Holy Communion 
provided that the conditions set out 
in these Regulations are satisfied.

5. Before granting any permission 
under paragraph 4, the bishop must 
first satisfy himself (a) that the parish 
concerned has made adequate provi-
sion for preparation and continuing 
nurture in the Christian life and will 
encourage any child admitted to 
Holy Communion ...

session, Alexandra had a chance to 
find out how much each child knew 
about God, the church and our serv-
ices. She then talked about the Trinity 
and the Holy Spirit followed by an 
explanation of the Last Supper and 
Holy Communion and what it means. 
“Most of them had no idea about 
the sacraments of Baptism and Holy 
Communion, although they have all 
been baptised” Alexandra explains. 
She uses pictures and the Bible to 
show them that Holy Communion is 
a re-enactment of the Last Supper. 
Later on, the children learn more 
about the birth, life and crucifixion 
of Christ. During the final session, 

Alexandra describes what happens 
at the altar. The children practise 
holding out their hands and con-
centrating their thoughts. At the end 
of the four sessions, some children 
may still not understand everything 
but Alexandra does not mind; some 
adults do not understand everything 
about Christianity either. What is 
important is that a child feels includ-
ed and valued. “They are all really 
excited and looking forward to their 
big day” Alexandra remarks.

She is delighted that so many chil-
dren attend Church regularly and 
that the number wishing to prepare 
for Holy Communion is increas-
ing year by year. She ascribes this 
mainly to the Chaplain who, as a 
father himself, has worked hard to 
encourage a greater involvement of 
children in the life of our Church. The 
most precious gift a parent can give 
a child, Alexandra believes passion-
ately, is the gift of Jesus Christ. By 
putting their child forward for com-
munion, parents are sowing the seed 
for a Christian life. “Forget about 
bikes, Barbies and savings books”, 
Alexandra reiterates, “the gift of 
Christ is the greatest gift of all”. 
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8 What absolute fun. Forty-eight 
intrepid travellers and the 

opportunity to see three unique 
churches or as Patrick Curran so 
aptly put it: from Romanesque to 
Futuresque. The selection by John 
McCain of his running mate the day 
before gave us a good topic of con-
versation as we headed out of the 
parking lot (after the driver circled 
around several times to find the exit) 
and on our way to Styria. Our first 
stop was a church I had seen once 
before and was glad to have the op-
portunity to see again, St. Barbara’s 
in Bärnbach. Built in 1948/49, the 
church was redecorated in 1987 by 
Friedensreich Hundertwasser. Hun-
dertwasser says that he decorated 
buildings from the vantage point of 
the viewer using wonderful colours 
and irregular forms. Hundertwasser’s 
buildings are not for everyone, but if 
you are a fan, you can’t help but 
enjoy the multicoloured exterior with 
the 14 Christian symbols and the 

contrastingly plain, 
soothing interior. 

Our next stop was 
in Thal which is 
not only the birth-
p lace  of  Arno ld 
Schwarzenegger but 
also the home of St. 
Jakob in Thal, a Ba-
roque church that is 
no more quiet inside 
than out. There was 
a parsonage of Thal 
as early as 1322 and 

TWO TALES OF THREE CHURCHES:

the original Baroque church built 
in 1735. Between 1992 and 1994 
the architect Manfred Fuchsbichler 
teamed up with the architect and 
painter Ernst Fuchs to renovate the 
church in Fuchs’ well-known Fantas-
tic Realism style. The bright colours 
outside pale in comparison to the 
Fantastic Realism inside. Fuchs said 
that for him his design was a symbol 
of Jerusalem. For me, sitting in that 
church felt like I was in Atlantis. We 
had an excellent guide, himself a 
member of the congregation, who 
didn’t comment on whether or not 
the interior decor was a distraction 
during the service.

Our final stop was the Romanesque 
Cistercian Abbey at Rein. Founded 
in 1129, the victim of severe flood-
ing in 1975 and the subject of  
archeological digs by a team from the 
University of Graz in 2006, it houses 
a Basilica, a library (containing 390 
manuscripts and 150 incunabula 
of which a 13th century fragment 
of Parzival is the best known) and 
the Gothic Chapel of the Cross. The 
archeological excavations discovered 
several graves including that of Mar-St
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grave Leopold I of Styria, founder of 
the abbey. The glass floor allows a 
view to the excavation site which in-
cludes a well-preserved skeleton as 
well as the graves. Literature on the 
Abbey lists 10 monks and an Abbot; 
however, our guide noted that there 
are 20 monks, the youngest age 18.

We took time in the chapel to have 
an Evening Service and then strolled 
to the Stift’s Taverene Rein where 
dinner awaited us. We were in fine 
voice for the ride back - well, some of 
us were and some, like me, were en-
thusiastic if slightly off-key. Sincere 
thanks to Nikki, Ted and Patrick for 
planning a great outing and ordering 
perfect weather. Looking forward to 
next year’s trip already!

Sandy’s ... 

O
ur evening service in Stift Rein

T
he Basilika of Stift Rein
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Hundertwasser’s altar—he considered this his finest work The Basilica ceiling in Stift Rein
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For aficionados of “24”, the opening scene 
of our church outing recalled many a 

frantic moment in the US thriller when Philip 
(as Jack Bauer) on the mobile phone, with 
Nikki and Myunghee providing tech backup, 
attempted to track down a stray member of 
our congregation adrift in the third district. 
Finally, with our lost sheep safely on board, 
we were able to hit the road and, with a 
mixture of relief and excited anticipation, 
bring out our celebratory sandwiches. (Has 
anyone ever been able to keep a packed 

... and Sally’s Tale
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lunch until lunchtime?) Our church 
outing to Styria had begun.

Thanks to meticulous organization, 
as ever, by Nikki and Ted, who had 
done a “dry” run to time the different 
stages of the journey, we were able to 
sit back and enjoy the view from the 
coach, serene in the knowledge that 
every detail had been taken care of.

Our first stop was the church of St. 
Barbara in Bärnbach, decorated 
by Friedensreich Hundertwasser in 
1988 as a gift to the town. A local 
church member gave us the low-
down, explaining that the mosaic 
behind the altar (of Christ on the 
cross, surrounded by the sun’s rays) 
was the artist’s proudest achieve-
ment. The twelve gates along the 
“Lebensweg” in the church grounds, 
each representing a religion or, in 
one case, atheism, provoked some 
lively discussion as to the aptness 
of the symbols and provided jolly 
photo opportunities. Since the min-
ing industry in the region has gone 
under, so to speak, the town has 
been mining a rich tourist seam, all 
because of Hundertwasser’s talent 
and generosity.

From Bärnbach to Thal, up in the 
hills above Graz. We had now ven-
tured into “Arnieland”, with photos 
of the muscle man turned actor 
turned governor gracing the cafe at 
our next stop. But our destination 
was the local parish church of St. 
Jakobus, redesigned by Ernst Fuchs 

in 1994 with intricate pebble mosaics 
on the outside walls and distinctive 
interior decoration with a garish 
interplay of colours on wood, glass 
and stone, reflecting Fuchs’s vision 
of the Christian congregation called 
to become fishers of men. Hence the 
imagery of lakeshore and pebble, 
mirrors and light. Entranced by the 
ornate decor and complex symbol-
ism, and bemused, perhaps, by the 
sheer incongruity of finding such 
an idiosyncratic expression of faith 
nestling in the Austrian countryside, 
we returned to the coach to absorb 
a surfeit of impressions.

Our last stop was Rein Abbey, also 
near Graz. After a tour of the magnif-
icent baroque abbey church and the 
recently rediscovered gothic chapel 
and Romanesque Lady’s Chapel, and 
a lightning tour of the library with 
its collection of early printed books 
(incunabilia) dating back to the 15th 
century, we found our way to the 
abbey Gasthaus, where we enjoyed 
a pleasant meal together.The jour-
ney home saw the foundation of an 
alternative church choir at the back 
of the bus, with Hyacinth feeding the 
words of hymns (from memory!) to 
our increasingly hoarse choristers 
led by Claus. The real church choir 
won’t need to move over, but at least 
the two hours back to Vienna passed 
in a happy musical daze, bringing a 
perfect day to a perfect end. Thank 
you again to Nikki and Ted for mak-
ing it happen with their usual flair.

Sally Reading
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14

21

October 2008 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
09.00 Bible Study
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
09.00 Bible Study
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Sunday School and Crèche

7
Twentieth Sunday after Trinity

Sunday Monday Tuesday

5

12

19

26 27 28

08.30 Morning Prayer
09.30 Bible Study

18.30 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer
09.30 Bible Study

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP
09.00 Bible Study
10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving - Family Eucharist
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.30 Morning Prayer
09.30 Bible Study

18.30 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Soundings

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
09.00 Bible Study
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche

Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity

Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity

Last Sunday after Trinity  
Austrian National Day

We plough the fields, and scatter the good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand;
He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain.
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24
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3

10

   

25

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

10.00 Churches in  
 Vienna Tour  
 (Claus Vogl)
15.30 Wedding

09.30 Holy Communion 10.00 Toddler Group

18.00 Sharing  
 Committee
19.00 Choir practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group 
19.00 Choir practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir practice

10.00 Sung Eucharest

19.00 Taizé Service

19.00 Church Council   
 Meeting

19.00 Bring and share  
 at the Gibsons

16

8

1

1 November

15

2

9

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

22 23

09.30 Holy Communion

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

saint francis of 
assisi

saint luke

all saints day
28 29 30 31
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On Saturday, 4 October I will be decorating the Church for the Harvest Thanks-
giving Service the following morning when, in addition to the Harvest Festival, 
a number of children will be admitted to receive their First Communion. If you 
would like to bring your gifts on this day, the Church will be open from 9.00 until 
11.30. Helpers are very welcome.       Vivian Stenzenberger

Please note that 12 children will be admitted to First Communion on 4 October. 
It could very well be that the church will be full, possibly to overflowing.  I would 
ask you to make every effort to be in church for the beginning of the service 
that day          PSC

There will be a tour of some city centre churches on Saturday, 4 October, with 
Claus Vogl as our guide. We will meet at 10.00 promptly outside the entrance 
to St. Stephen’s Cathedral and will have a break for lunch. Those interested in 
what promises to be a fascinating tour and a rare opportunity to get to know 
Vienna’s churches, should sign up on the list in the church porch or contact 
Claus Vogl directly on 0699/11048747. 

Church Notices
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7 October sees the start of the Bible Study Group. The group will meet on Tues-
day mornings, between 9.30 and 11.00 in the Church Centre. Rebecca Hannan 
will lead the group that will use the “Know your Bible” material. If you would 
like to attend, please contact Rebecca on 06811/0850313

Richard Lammiman and Patrick Curran are joining together to put on an evening 
of meditations with guitar music. The purpose of the evening is to create an 
interplay between music and the word. The meditations will seek to draw on 
themes of the music and thoughts it has provoked in one listener. Richard Lam-
miman will play 5 guitar pieces by the Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-Lobos 
(1887-1959). The Guitar and Meditation evening is on Saturday, 8 November, 
starting at 18.00.

The annual Remembrance Sunday service will be held on Sunday, 9 November as 
this is the closest Sunday to Armistice Day on 11 November. There will be a said 
service of Holy Communion at 10.00. The Remembrance Day Service will follow 
at 10.50. Don’t forget to pick up your poppy (against donation) at the door!
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During the year calls for a revived Youth Ministry have increased. If you have 
vision, energy and time for this important ministry of the church please contact 
Shelley Jannotta or the Chaplain. All of us can pray that God may enrich our 
youth ministry.

Our next meeting of the Reading Group will be on Thursday, 9 Octobert at 
18.30 when we will discuss Snow by Orhan Pamuk, who won the Nobel Prize 
in Literature in 2006.
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Soundings continues in October with a closer look at the principles and prac-
tices of the Anglican Communion. The meetings begin on Tuesdays at 18.30. We 
begin the formal session at 19.00 or soon thereafter planning to finish at 20.30. 
Participants take turns preparing the soup for the 18.30 start. There won’t be 
a meeting on 14 October.

Members of the congregation meeting for coffee after the 10.00 service 
on Sunday, 17 August, were in for a treat. Coffee, served by Emmanuel 
and Cristina, was 
accompanied  by 
s o m e  d e l i c i o u s 
savoury and sweet 
snacks .  When  I 
enquired after the 
generous benefactor, 
I was informed that 
the goodies were 
provided by God! 
The coffee rota is 
coordinated by Lola 
Ogunfojuri and there 
is always a need of 
fresh volunteers to share the load. Please contact her at 0670/0418869 to 
offer your services or simply to find out what is involved.

Coffee get-together
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Part Four: Isaac Watts

“A little mouse for want of stairs
Ran up a rope to say his prayers”

Probably not the poetry one would 
expect from a well-known English 
hymn writer, yet this verse comes 
from the pen of the Father of English 
hymnody, Isaac Watts, in his child-
hood years. Watts was a prolific 
hymn writer, the author of some 750 
hymns. As a child, he is said to have 
driven his parents to distraction with 
his rhymes!

Watts was born in Southampton 
and was brought up in the home of 
a committed nonconformist. He at-
tended King Edward VI School where 
he studied the classical languages. 
Due to his nonconformity entry to 
Oxford and Cambridge was barred 
to him and he became a student at 
the Dissenting Academy at Stoke 
Newington in 1690.

Following his education, Watts be-
came pastor of a large independent 
chapel in London where he helped 
train preachers. While working as 
a private tutor he lived with the 
nonconformist Hartopp family at 
Fleetwood House and later with the 
family of Sir Thomas Abney. Sir Tho-
mas was Lord Mayor of London from 
1700-1701 and as such displayed a 
certain openness towards the Church 
of England. Isaac Watts himself had 
a more interdenominational attitude 
towards matters of religious belief 
than was normal for a nonconform-
ist of his time. He showed greater 
interest in education and scholar-
ship than in strictly denominational 
preaching.

His text book on logic, published in 
1724, became the standard work on 
this subject at Oxford, Cambridge, 
Harvard and Yale for over 100 years. 
He died in 1748 in Stoke Newington 
and was buried in the Dissenters’ 
Cemetery at Bunhill Fields. On his 
death, Watts’ papers were given 
to Yale University which had been 
founded predominantly by Inde-
pendents. He is commemorated in 
the Anglican Calendar on 25 No-
vember.

Isaac Watts lived in times which 
were turbulent both in social, po-
litical and religious contexts. He 
experienced six monarchs from 
the Restoration to the reign of the 
Honoverian George II. The use of 
the Prayer Book which had been 
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by Laura Fairburn

prohibited under Cromwell was re-
introduced in1662 (today’s version). 
The Declaration of Indulgence of 
1672 allowed Protestant dissenters 
to worship in public again. Shortly 
before his birth London experienced 
the Plague and the Great Fire of 
1666 after which the rebuilding of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral was begun by 
Sir Christopher Wren.

During the late 17th and early 18th 
centuries two  famous Anglican re-
ligious societies were founded, the 
first daily newspaper was printed, 
the General Post Office established 
and the Union of England and Scot-
land was achieved. A dark chapter 
during these years was the massacre 
at Glencoe in 1692 and the crush-
ing of the Jacobite Rebellion in 1715 

and 1745. Charitable movements in-
cluded Robert Raides’ Sunday School 
Movement for the basic education 
of children from poorer homes, the 
building of the Foundlings’ Hospital 
by Captain Coram for abandoned 
infants, and to relieve the plight of 
women forced into prostitution, Jo-
nas Hanway founded the Madgelen 
Hospital. Gradually the old supersti-
tious practices of long past centuries 
such as the persecution and burning 
of witches fell into disuse. The Age of 
Enlightenment had dawned.

Among Watt’s best-known hymns 
are: 
O God our help in ages past
Joy to the world
When I survey the wondrous cross
Jesus shall reign 

Evening concert
On the evening of Sunday, 
14 September, the church 
was filled with the beauti-
ful voices of the Blyth-
burgh Singers from Suffolk, 
England. On the last lap 
of a five-day Vienna tour, 
the choir sang a cappella, 
to a well-packed church, a 
selection of pieces ranging 
from the 16th to 19th cen-
tury. The concert included works by Orlando Gibbons, William Byrd and John 
Rutter as well as Bruckner, Haydn, Mozart and Vivaldi. The four men and 
ten ladies, conducted by David Bunkell, sung in English, Latin and German 
and received resounding applause from an appreciative audience. 
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A Family Day

Saturday, 13th September turned 
out to be a cool and sunny 

day—we could hardly have wished 
for better weather. Most children 
and parents arrived by 10.30, when 
Sister Ingrid-Maria welcomed us to 
Schönstattzentrum Kahlenberg, a 
Roman Catholic family retreat cen-
tre. Afterwards an opening prayer 
was said before the children were 
“unleashed” to participate in the 
various activities and to simply enjoy 
themselves in the centre’s beautiful 
grounds. Facilities included bad-
minton, table tennis, football pitch, 
swings and see-saw. The first organ-
ized activity was a Nature Treasure 

Hunt, an analogy to Christ’s 40 days’ 
wandering in the wilderness. The 
children were most assiduous (as 
they invariably are on such occa-
sions) in following the instructions 
they had received from Claus Vogl 
and all returned triumphantly bran-
dishing their treasures. 

After a good lunch in the dining-
room all repaired to the centre’s 
beautiful chapel where the Rev. 
Randy Mundt, Pastor of the Vienna 
Community Church, led us in a brief 
prayer. This was followed by discus-

sion break-out sessions organized in 
four age groups. It was a valuable 
time of spiritual-based discussion 
and reflection (the youngest group 
played a board game and engaged 
in handicraft activities) which cul-
minated in a sketch of The Good 
Samaritan by the 10-12 year group 
led by Randy’s wife Gail. The event 
that followed, the adults vs. kids 
football match, was without doubt 
one of the highlights of the day. Both 
adults and children (large and small) 
participated in the match, with both 
sides giving all they had. The day 

The little trail we had to go through 
and find different plants was really 
great because we learnt about trees 
and saw an ant hill about 50 cm 
high. My favourite was the football 
match against the adults (I managed 
to shoot a goal). I had a great time 
and hope it will happen again next 
year.      Lara

The trip was very entertaining and I 
am glad that I came. We had a lot 
of space to play football, the best 
football game was children-adults; it 
was fun. The camp fire was fun too, 
but when a sausage fell to the grass, 
a man picked it up and grilled it, that 
was gross. But roasting the marsh-
mallows was yummy.          Jessica

ð



23

Sunday School resumed on 7 
September with a wonderfully 

large turnout of children, both in the 
Centre and in the Crypt. While Aileen 
Hackl led the Service of the Word in 
church, Patrick Curran addressed the 
Rocks and Boulders groups on Begin-
nings: the beginning of a new Sunday 
School year at Christ Church and the 
beginning of all things as related in 
the Book of Genesis.

Sunday School starts at 10.00 with a 
song or prayer and ends at around 
10.35, at which time classes tidy up 
the Centre for after-service refresh-
ments and join parents in the church 
for Communion. Besides Sunday 
School, we hope that you and your 
children will want to join in some 
of the extracurricular activities and 
family services that Christ Church is 
offering (see Dates for your Diary on 
p.28).  The Family Choir is a new 
and enthusiastic group eager to 
welcome new members of all ages. 
Please contact Lucille Curran, Angela 
Peake-Herzog or myself if you are 
interested. Singers and instrumental-

ists are equally welcome. Rehearsals 
for the Nativity Play will be on the 
three prior Sundays, i.e. 23 and 30 
November and 7 December and the 
dress rehearsal on 13 December. The 
charity on which the Sunday School 
groups will be focusing this year is a 
project for children with orthopaedic 
disabilities in Ghana, www.heart-
for-children.com 

Finally, if you might be interested in 
joining the Sunday School team as 
a leader in one of the groups, please 
get in touch with me. We find that 
having four or five people in each 
group gives the optimum combina-
tion of reasonable workload and 
effective coordination. 

by Philip R
eading

ended with a camp fire, around 
which we sang and replenished our 
energy levels with barbecued sau-
sages and roasted marshmallows 
before making our way back home 
tired, perhaps, but happy.

Thanks to Deborah Walker’s 
perseverance and organizational 

skills, and the support of participants 
both large and small, the first Youth 
and Family Day Retreat was a 
resounding success. It achieved 
its purpose of giving children and 
parents the opportunity to interact in 
a Christian setting, a bonding process 
which brings us closer together and 
helps us in our Christian walk. 





(Sunday) School is Fun
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Part 4: Church of South India    
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Brenda Prinz and Adele Lazerus 
are sisters from Australia who 

paid a visit to Christ Church during 
the month of July. They were raised 
in South India as Anglicans, where 
they belonged to the Church of South 
India. Brenda was baptised at the 
Church of Divine Patience, Madurai, 
South India in1944 by Rev. A.H.A. 
Empson, and Adele four years later. 
Their material grandfather had been 
a structural engineer from England 
who built bridges all over India, mar-
ried an Indian and raised his family 
in India. Since Brenda and Adele’s 
father worked for the railways, they 
attended boarding school. As far 
back as they can remember, the en-
tire family had been Christians. 

Brenda’s late husband was from 
Dortmund, Germany, and together 
they spent many happy times in 
Innsbruck visiting friends.  When 
he passed away in 2005, Brenda 
continued the tradition, and in 2008 
took a year off from her duties as a 
grandmother to visit her Austrian 
friends. I met her when she and her 
sister, who was visiting Innsbruck 

from Australia, took a trip to 
Austria’s capital. They owe 
their visit to Christ Church 
to an enterprising hotel clerk 
who took the trouble to look 
for an Anglican church on 
the Internet and made them 
a print-out of how to reach 
Jaurèsgasse. In common with 
so many visitors, they were 
struck by the closeness of the 

community and international flavour 
of Christ Church.
 
Adele’s local church in Melbourne—
St. Luke’s—may even surpass Christ 
Church in terms of geographical 
spread of its congregation. “We 
have counted 67 different nationali-
ties”, Adele tells me. She arrived in 
Australia from India 35 years ago. 
Shortly after her arrival, she met 
one of her childhood playmates who 
had emigrated to Australia many 
years before her. They married and 
have three grown-up children. She 
does not feel homesick for India 
since her entire family, including her 
grandparents, made a new home in 
Australia. 

Adele plays an active role in her 
church as a member of the church 
committee, doing the flowers and 
helping to keep the church in good 
order. She takes part in a Bible study 
group which meets once a week in 
different homes with everyone pro-
viding a dish for supper. Adele also 
finds time to visit members of the 
congregation who are in hospital.
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As a full-time grandmother, Brenda 
has not yet been able to take on any 
extra responsibilities in her local 
church but is a regular member of the 
congregation. “The service is identi-
cal to the service at Christ Church”, 
she tells me. “We use the same Book 
of Common Prayer and like Christ 
Church, meet for refreshments after 
the service”. Unlike Christ Church 
that is subject to the vagaries of 
European weather, Brenda joins her 

The Church of South india came about through the union of Anglican, 
Methodist, Congregational, Presbyterian and Reformed Churches. Dis-
cussions concerning union had begun in 1919 and in 1947, after India 
attained independence, it was completed. The Church of South India 
has its own service book and communion service, both of which draw 
from several denominational sources. It is in limited communion with 
the Anglican Church and the Episcopal Church of the United States. 

The Church of South India has 3.8 million members and 14,000 congrega-
tions in 21 dioceses (including, for historical reasons, one in northern Sri 
Lanka). It runs 2000 schools, 130 colleges and 104 hospitals. It organizes 
50 rural development projects all over India, 50 training centres for young 
people, and 500 residential hostels for a total of 35,000 children.

The above information is taken from the Chuch of South India website: http://
www.csichurch.com/ 



Christ Church has purchased a new 
set of crib figures. The large, beau-
tifully crafted pieces were made in 
France. In order to cover the cost, 
members of the congregation were 
able to “buy” a figure in memory of 
a loved one. 

Crib figures

friends outside the church for coffee. 
She remembers her church in India 
where the service was also identical 
to that of Christ Church “except that 
in India, which is of course a repub-
lic, we did not pray for the Queen”, 
Brenda explains. 

She hopes to visit us again on a 
future visit to Austria, and both she 
and her sister take with them happy 
memories of Christ Church. 



AN AFTERNOON WITH FRIENDS
Christ Church BBQ, 24 August 2008
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The sun wasn’t shining out of a 
cloudless sky. In fact, the sky 

was choc full of clouds intermittently 
sharing their contents with the popu-
lace below. Some of the said popu-
lace (actually Andrew and Melitta 
and I) arrived late because we were 
struggling to find the house. Funny 
thing was, all three of us had ne-
glected to acquire a contact number 
from our host and none of us were 
much better at reading maps. Fortu-
nately, Patrick Knox-Peebles is a well 
known character in his neighbour-
hood and a helpful local or two were 
able to point us in the right direction 
towards Chateaux Knox-Peebles.

The two Patricks and the rest of the 
gang were already in situ to welcome 
us and the walk could finally begin. 
There was a choice of two walks, 
one long and arduous, the other 
short and refreshing. I was smart 
and took the latter setting out with 
Hyacinth, Helen, and Barbara and 
later we were joined by Rosemary.  
Whilst walking, we of course had a 
little chin-wag (as we girls are wont 
to do) as well as taking the opportu-
nity of picking and feasting on wild 

raspberries and blue-
berries, enjoying their 
fresh juiciness in the 
great outdoors.  

When we arrived back 
at Patrick’s home, the 
four of us started to 
prepare lunch. Hya-
cinth had brought the 
supplies and we set 
about the chopping, 
slicing and cutting of 
a veritable kaleidoscope of vegeta-
bles, herbs and noodles required to 
bring a chop-suey into being. As the 
weather was so chilly we also made 
a super souped-up chili soup. By 
two of the afternoon clock, all the 
walkers had returned safe and sound 
to base camp and were treated to a 
cockle-warming three-course lunch 
of soup, chop-suey and cakes, the 
latter items being sweetly provided 
by Angela and Alexandra. Our host 
generously supplied the old “fer-
mented grape juice” and this was 
given a good sampling by the as-
sembled mass. After lunch, a bunch 
of us including our Priest, Patrick, 
drew the short straw and got stuck 
into the washing-up. I have to say 
it was the first time I’ve ever seen a 
Priest doing the dishes – it’d never 
happen in a Korean church. Well 
done that man! 

Thanks to Patrick for opening his 
home to us yet again and thank God 
for a wonderful day (even if He’d for-
gotten to send us good weather)!

by M
yunghee Jeong -H

ayes
A Walk in the Park Prein
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Dates for your Diary

      DATE TIME   EVENT

October 2 (Thurs) 1800 Sharing Committee

October 4 (Sat) 1000 Churches in Vienna Tour (Claus Vogl)

October 5 (Sun) 1000 Harvest Thanksgiving – Family Eucharist

 1800 Choral Evensong

October 8 (Wed) 1900 Prayer Ministry

October 9 (Thurs) 1830 Reading Group: Snow by Orhan Pamuk

October 10 (Fri) 1900 Bring and share at the Gibsons

October 17 (Fri) 1900 Taizé Service

October 29 (Wed) 1900 Church Council Meeting

Nov. 1 (Sat) 1000 Sung Eucharist – All Saints’ Day

Nov. 5 (Wed) 1900 Diary Day

Nov. 8 (Sat) 1800 Guitar and meditation – Richard Lammiman   

  and Patrick Curran

Nov. 9 (Sun) 1050 Remembrance Sunday

Nov. 11 (Tues) 1050 Remembrance Day Service Klagenfurt

Nov. 12 (Wed) 1900 Prayer Ministry

Nov. 13 (Thurs) 1830 Sunday School meeting

Nov. 19 (Wed) 1900 Faith in health care: talk by Rebecca Hannan

Nov. 21 (Fri) 1900 Taizé Service

Nov. 23 (Sun) 1000 Bishop John Okoro preaching

Nov. 26 (Wed)  American Thanksgiving Service (tbc)

Nov. 29 (Sat)  Christ Church Bazaar

Nov. 30 (Sun) 1000 Matins

 1800 Advent Carol Service

Dec. 3 (Wed) 1900 Church Council Meeting

Dec. 10 (Wed) 1900 Prayer Ministry

Dec. 14 (Sun.) 1000 Sunday School Nativity

 1800 Nine Lessons and carols

Dec. 20 (Sat) 1600 Christingle Service

March 9, 2009  Womens’ World Day of Prayer 

  Papua New Guinea
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Personal Ads
T

his space is reserved for m
em

bers of the congregation to place private ads. 
O

thers w
ill be asked to pay a sm

all charge to help tow
ards printing costs.

babysitter available 
Experienced, reliable, child-loving 
babysitter (bilingual English/German) 
available evenings/weekends. Prefers 
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th districts. Tel: 718 5902.

Household help needed!
We are looking for a long-term, reliable 
household help who is comfortable 
with dogs, for our house in the 22nd 
district, 16-20 hours a week. We hope 
to find someone who is free to live in 
when we are away, take the dogs for 
walks, look after the house etc. We 
would prefer someone who lives in 
Vienna 22, who speaks English and 
German, although just German is 
also acceptable. References required! 
Please call 01-285 1802.

Exercise Class lead by a british 
Physiotherapist
I am looking to see if there is any 
interest in a Pilates and Physiotherapy 
strengthening class or a fitness class 
that could accommodate all age 
groups. The classes would benefit 
people wanting to: tone up their 
body, alleviate back/neck and joint 
pains or simply improve their fitness 
levels. The classes will be held at a 
central location. Please contact jenny 
if you are interested and/or require 
more information at ja@vanmaurik.
freeserve.co.uk or 0676/6844239 

English-speaking Childminder
I am looking for an English mother 
tongue person who could look after 
two children (6 years and 6 months) 
for 6-9 hours a day, 1-2 days a week, 
from 7.30 until 16.30 and possibly one 
evening per fortnight. I do not require 
any housework but would expect the 
children to be given their tea. I hope to 
find someone, possibly an older person, 
who likes children, will talk to them as 
much as possible in English, but who 
also speaks German. References are 
essential. If you are interested or would 
like further details, please contact 
Beatrix Wepner on 0650/39 062 39

Job/Accommodation wanted!
Can anyone provide accommodation 
and work to a very nice English girl 
wishing to improve her German before 
entering university next year to study 
Theology? She would like to spend 6 
months in Vienna (January to June or 
longer). I have her very impressive 
CV that I could pass on to anyone 
interested. Please contact me for 
further details: christine.kohlmann@
chello.at  

klavierklasse – PianoStudio
Would you like to learn the piano if it 
were exciting, intelligent, refreshing and 
supporting? From absolute beginners to 
the concert podium, for children, adults, 
advanced learners and beginners of 
any age. Contact: Lourenço Finatti, 
0676/3323422 or finatti@utanet.at.



bei unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/return address 
 Christ Church Vienna, c/o british Embassy 

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

A Walk in Prein
The annual Christ Church hike for the 

strong-hearted
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