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This month’s cover shows some Nigerian pa-
rishioners wearing national dress. One of the 
highlights of the Christ Church social calendar in 
September is the Nigeria Fest (see article on p.20), 
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The deadline for submissions for the 
October issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
September. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 01-285 1802.

I am writing these lines with one eye on my compu-
ter monitor and the other on the television. For many 
months now I have been looking forward to August 
and the 2008 Olympic Games, as I do every four years. 
However much pomp and ceremony—and this year must 
surely surpass previous events in terms of grandeur—
it is the physical prowess of the athletes, their skill, 
sportsmanship and utter dedication reflected in long 
years of training that makes my heart swell with pride. 
As a self-proclaimed citizen of the world, it matters little 
to me which individual wins ... provided he or she is the 
best in the particular discipline. I know it’s all a fantasy, 
but for a short moment in time one could really believe 
in the “One World, One Dream” Olympic slogan. 

The fantasy was short lived, however. Having watched 
the Prime Minister of Russia proudly waving at the Rus-
sian athletes as they paraded by during the opening cer-
emony in Beijing with peace as its theme, the following 
day saw him alighting from a plane in Ossetia where 
Russia and Georgia were in a state of war; coverage of 
the Olympics on television was interspersed by shots 
of the debris of shattered lives and buildings. Back in 
Beijing, millions of viewers around the world witnessed 
the congratulatory kiss on the cheek between Paderina 
Natalia of Russia and Nino Salukvadeze of Georgia as 
they stood together, arm-in arm on the Olympic podium 
to accept their respective silver and bronze medals in 
the 10m air pistol event. 

There are many lessons that the world can learn from 
the Olympic athletes—including, I may add since this 
column reflects my personal views, the Anglican bish-
ops who chose not to attend the Lambeth Conference. 
Ethnic origin, colour, religion, sexual orientation count 
for nothing in sports: the only criteria is to prepare well 
and deliver ones top performance. Additional qualities, 
ably demonstrated by almost all Olympic performers, are 
the grace to recognize excellence in others, an ability to 
accept that one was outperformed on the day and—for 
those who achieve a medal—recognition of the efforts 
of the entire team that stood behind one throughout the 
journey.                 JC 
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

On Sunday, 3 August the 2008 Lambeth Conference concluded 
with a final Eucharist in Christ Church Cathedral, Canter-

bury. What follows are a few observations to help us to remain 
engaged with the Anglican Communion as members of the Diocese 
in Europe in the Church of England as we seek to digest the sig-
nificance of the Fourteenth Conference for the life of our church 
and the Communion.

A meeting of the leaders of the Anglican Communion will in and of itself 
be a worthwhile event as the bishops worship and pray together with time 
for conversation and shared meals. The call for the Lambeth Conference to 
be more frequent gathering of bishops is a welcome suggestion although it 
may not be feasible let alone affordable. The Church is about relationships. 
It is about our relationship to and with God and our relationship to and 
with one another. If our Bishops are to grow together in Christ they must 
also spend time together. 

Over 200 of the 880 active Anglican bishops invited to the Conference did 
not attend. By not attending they were unable to put their point of view as 
forcefully as it needed to be said by them and heard by the rest of Confer-
ence. Instead these Bishops set up an alternative conference that met prior 
to the Lambeth Conference in Jerusalem. The chief reason given for not at-
tending the Lambeth Conference was that the Archbishop of Canterbury had 

©Lambeth Conference
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invited those American Bishops who had participated in the consecration 
of Gene Robinson as the Bishop of New Hampshire in 2004, although the 
Archbishop did not invite Gene Robinson because it was his desire that as 
many active bishops as possible attend the Conference for prayer, worship, 
consultation and a robust exchange of views.  

It was good and helpful to hear a Roman Catholic reporter, Paul Valleley and 
the Chief Rabbi, Jonathan Sacks on how much they appreciated the Anglican 
Communion. The Chief Rabbi in a question-and-answer session after ad-
dressing the Conference on the subject of covenant in the Jewish tradition 
said, “The Anglican Communion has held together quite different strands 
of Christian theology and practice more graciously and successfully than 
any other religion I know. The fact that you hold together in spite of differ-
ence is something, as an outsider, I view with wonder and admiration. And 
you must hold together for the future; for it’s your ability to hold together 
in a world driving apart that is your unique contribution to the world with 
a landscape of division. You are a wonderful Church.”

Note: It was good to hear that our Diocese played an active part in the 
staging of the Conference. The Archbishop of Canterbury asked both our 
bishops to help him host two of the over 60 ecumenical guests at the 
conference. Bishop Geoffrey was host to Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, 
the Primate of the North American Diocese of the Armenian Orthodox 
Church, based in Los Angeles. Bishop David was host to Archbishop 
John Bathersby, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Brisbane, and the RC 
Co-chairman of the International Anglican Roman Catholic Commission 
on Mission and Unity. Bishop David also chaired a session for bishops 
who wished to attend on “Full Communion Agreements: Mutual Ac-
countability and Difference”. He has also acted as a facilitator for one of 
the bible study groups which met each morning. The Diocese in Europe 
contributed significantly to the Conference in other ways:  

•  The Revd. Canon Ian Hutchinson Cervantes, the Chaplain of St  
 George’s Madrid was part of the team of interpreters. 
• Ms. Ozichi George, a member of St Alban’s Strasbourg was  
 part of the team of stewards and assisting with interpretation.
• Ms. Frances Hiller, Bishop David’s Lay Chaplain, was part of  
 the secretariat to the Conference.
• Dr. Colleen Hamid attended part of the parallel Spouses’  
 Programme, which was hosted by Dr. Jane Williams. 



6

Paul Valleley, in his column for the Church Times (1 August), reported on a 
service held during the Conference at St Dunstan’s Canterbury that force-
fully reminded him and other outsiders what an extraordinary blessing that 
the Anglican Communion constitutes to the rest of the world. 
 
“It is not just the 80 million people in 44 Churches covering 160 countries. 
Nor is it its huge diversity of cultures and languages. It is the sheer breadth 
and depth of its witness. There is space here only to touch on what the 
service laid out: the cost of discipleship of the pregnant woman beaten by 
police in Zimbabwe, or the woman in Mozambique who swapped her hus-
band’s gun for a sewing machine, or those who risk abduction or murder 
in their stand for justice and honesty in the Philippines, or the women who 
bear the stigma of AIDS for sins committed by their husbands.”

At the heart of the service, the Archbishop of Canterbury gave a sermon of 
strong simplicity. He described how small and poor churches achieve so 
much in reconciliation and empowerment, often merely by saying “I am 
here,” as Jesus did. In doing so, they communicate to the powerless the 
message: “He’s here. And if he’s here, then whatever it may feel like, you’re 
not alone, and you’re not trapped.”

The issues that are causing the Communion to rupture remain unresolved. 
The way forward is the repeated call for moratoria on 1) extra-provincial 

©Lambeth Conference
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interventions, 2) same sex blessings and 3) the consecration of actively ho-
mosexual persons in order to create time and space for instruments of unity 
to emerge that might be able to hold the Anglican Communion together. In 
the past these calls have remained unheeded. 

It is hoped that, in time, against the backdrop of the moratoria, the various 
church provinces of the Anglican Communion can hold together and move 
to signing a Covenant that will bind the provinces to one another in mutual 
accountability. The covenant scheme, should it succeed, has “the potential 
to make us more of a church” said the Archbishop of Canterbury. The next 
step is for the Covenant Design Group to look at the latest version covenant 
together with the reactions of the various provinces of the Anglican Com-
munion in April 2009. The Design Group will then draw up a third draft that 
will be presented to the Anglican Consultative Council in May 2009.

I would like to end this piece with a short extract from the Chief Rabbi’s 
address to the plenary session of the Lambeth Conference of 28 July  in 
which he mused on an earlier covenant. “In 1942, in the midst of human-
ity's darkest night, a great Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple, and 
a great Chief Rabbi, J. H. Hertz, came together in a momentous covenant 
of fate, called the Council of Christians and Jews. And since then, Jews and 
Christians have done more to mend their relationship than any other two 
faiths on earth, and today we meet as beloved friends.”
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Sister Frances, at what stage in 
your life did you decide you want-
ed to devote your life to God and 
how did your family react?
It happened in the proverbial flash. At 
five to eleven one Sunday, when I was 
23, I was on the point of entering a 
new church for the morning service. 
In my mind, I had my future mapped 
out: nursing with an NGO overseas, 
then a perfect husband, five children 
of my own and five adopted ones and 
a contented, fulfilled life as a wife and 
mother. As I waited for the service to 
begin, I knew suddenly, with startling 
clarity and utter conviction that I was 
going to be a nun. 

Arriving home after the service, I 
made the mistake of telling my family 
who were devastated and thought I 
had gone quite mad. After all, I was 
a qualified paediatric nurse and my 
mother had high hopes for my fu-
ture, despite the fact that I had been 
something of a disappointment to 
her academically during my school 
days. I found a little more sympathy 

from my maternal grandfather, whom 
I adored, and who was himself an 
Elder of the Church of Scotland. 

I must add that many years later 
when I became Mother Superior, my 
parents were embarrassingly proud 
of me. They spent the latter years of 
their lives in a lodge on the grounds 
of Helen House before finally moving 
into our residential home for the eld-
erly. My father loved the sisters and 
he always knew which ones would 
allow him an affectionate kiss!

Was nursing also a vocation?
From the age of three I wanted to be 
a nurse and then my younger brother 
David was born with one lung. David 
was in and out of hospital and I spent 
a lot of time at Great Ormond Street 
Children’s Hospital in London where 
he was treated. Happily, he not only 
survived but went on to be ordained 
in 1978 and is now vicar of a parish 
in Bristol where he lives with his 
wife, herself a vicar’s daughter. They 
have four wonderful children, one of 
whom is also a paediatric nurse, re-
cently married. David was previously 
based in Switzerland where he was a 
vicar within the Diocese of Europe, a 
job he greatly enjoyed. 

Many people are surprised to 
learn that there are Anglican nuns. 
How many are there?
There are 40 communities of Angli-
can religious men and women, in 
the United Kingdom, ranging in size 
from two to over one hundred mem-FA
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bers. Our particular community was 
founded in 1851 as All Saints Sisters 
of the Poor, one of the first Anglican 
sisterhoods, by Harriet Brownlow 
Byron. She toured around Europe 
looking at Roman Catholic convents 
and returned to London to rent a 
house where she was joined by two 
women, three orphans and two cooks 
suffering from tuberculosis. They de-
voted their time to “aged and infirm 
persons in destitute circumstances”. 

Within fifty years, their number had 
grown to 300 members and sisters 
were sent to Africa, India and the 
United States. We had, and continue 
to have, a strong nursing tradition, 
and some of our sisters worked with 
Florence Nightingale during the 
Crimean War. If we think we are busy 
now, we only have to remember that 
the early sisters ran schools, hos-
pitals and convalescent homes and 
had to learn all the psalms by heart 
so that they could recite them while 
they worked. For 70 years from 1901, 
our mother house was at London 
Colney, built to be self-sufficient on 
the Benedictine model—there was 
even a herd of Jersey cattle. 

Now our mother house is in Oxford, 
where I live in a house opposite 
the convent, since I have a 21-year 
old adopted son. We still have a 
community in the United States, in 
Baltimore, Maryland, carrying on 
the work of the three intrepid sis-
ters who sailed from England to the 
United States in the winter of 1872. 

There are of course other Anglican 
orders, notably the Benedictines, 
Franciscans and the community of 
the Holy Name. 

Are your numbers dwindling?
Yes, as in other walks of life, it 
seems that fewer people are pre-
pared to take lifelong commitments 
nowadays. We do have newcomers, 
though, and currently one member is 
almost due to take her first vows after 
three years as a novice and another 
has just taken her final vows. I was 23 
when I made up my mind to become 
a nun but most of our novices join 
at the age of 40 plus. On the other 
hand, we never retire!

You went from being what you 
describe as an academic undera-
chiever to the very top of your 
chosen field, to a public speaker 
who could give classes to world 
leaders on how to hold an audi-
ence. What was the secret of your 
success?
I was blessed to be the right person 
in the right place at the right time. I 
believe that at some point God shows 
each of us what he wants from us 
and we must be ready to listen. This 
is one of the messages that I tried to 
communicate at the Christ Church 
Retreat I was honoured to lead in 
June. I wanted the retreatants to go 
away thinking “Thank you, God, for 
making me me”. I never, for example, 
thought for a minute about being or-
dained or, as my mother would have 
preferred, becoming a doctor. è
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How and when did you decide to 
establish Helen House and later 
Douglas House?
In 1982, I came to know a family 
whose two-year old daughter had 
been diagnosed with a life-shorten-
ing illness. The parents desperately 
needed to talk to someone outside 
their family and circle of friends, 
although over time we became close 
friends. They entrusted Helen to my 
care on several occasions so that 
they could have a brief break from 
their 24-hour commitment. We 
soon realised that many parents and 
families were coping with similar 
difficulties and the idea was born of 
opening a hospice for seriously sick 
children, where they could stay for 
short periods of time, with or without 
their families. It took two years and 
ten months from the birth of the idea 
to opening Helen House. Helen had 
lapsed into a coma and died at the 
age of 28 without every regaining 
consciousness. Helen House was the 
first children’s hospice in the world, 
although by now there are some 40 
in Britain as well as others abroad. 
We can accommodate eight families 
at any one time, but since they come 
and go, we actually serve 150 fami-
lies. Some children prefer to come on 
their own, although most visit with 
their families. The model is home— 
we are not an institution.
  
What about Douglas House? 
With improved medical care, some 
of our children were surviving into 
their teens and early adult years.  
We saw that there was a need for a 

second “respice” for young people, 
and as a result Douglas House was 
born.  While providing palliative 
care, we offer an opportunity for 
young people to enjoy life to the 
fullest extent possible. We designed 
the house according to their wishes: 
wide corridors, so that they could 
race in their wheelchairs, a jacuzzi, 
a music room, a large screen televi-
sion and a parent-free zone! One 
seriously ill young lad arrived with 
his parents for a first visit and when 
he saw the facilities, all he could 
say was “Wow!”. Like all children, 
he was given a one-to-one helper 
and decided he wanted to spend his 
day having fun without his parents. 
He went to Blockbusters to choose 
some films, played his heart out on 
the drums, enjoyed himself in the 
jacuzzi, made new friends and had 
an exciting day. Tired, he said he 
would lie down for a while to rest. 
He never woke up. But did he enjoy 
his last day! 

Do you only look after Anglicans 
in Helen and Douglas House?
Not at all. Our children come from 
a wide diversity of backgrounds. 
When you’re facing the big issues 
of life and death, you’re treading 
the same ground regardless of faith, 
race, ethnic, social or educational 
background.

Do you tell children that they are 
dying?
No, that is up to the parents. Our role 
is to stand alongside parents, not to 
take their place. What we do is to let 
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the children know that we are always 
ready to talk and listen to them. 
Sometimes parents find the subject 
too painful to discuss. Sometimes, 
children will ask us outright. We will 
never lie to them—that is a sure way 
of losing a child’s trust. What we usu-
ally say is “Your life may be shorter 
than someone else who doesn’t have 
your illness, but there’s still plenty 
of living for you to do”. We try to 
offer activities that will give them 
pleasure. We have a wonderful mu-
sic therapist, for example. Children 
have the enviable gift of living in the 
present, while we adults spend too 
much time worrying about the past 
or the future. God made a beautiful 
world for us and we should spend 
more time enjoying the moment. 

What words do you use to comfort 
parents who have to watch their 
child suffer? How do you explain 
God’s will?
I tell them honestly: I simply don’t 
have all the answers. I also tell them, 
truthfully, that their child was born 
into the best possible family and 
received an abundance of love from 
his or her parents. It’s important not 
to forget siblings. Many children who 
grow up with a sick brother or sister 
are understandably given less atten-
tion and suffer all sorts of emotions 
when their sibling is sick or dies: 
guilt, fear, even jealousy at all the 
attention given to the sick child. 

People often ignore this problem in 
the mistaken belief that children are 
resilient and suffer less than adults. 

We try in Helen and Douglas House 
to take special care to address the 
needs of siblings.

Have you ever witnessed any 
miracles?
If you mean, have any children sur-
vived an apparently terminal illness, 
then yes, on four occasions in the 
past 25 years. One was a little girl 
with liver damage who at 17 months 
was so tiny that she could sit on her 
father’s hand. She eventually had a 
liver transplant and recently got mar-
ried. Another had a heart transplant 
and is now 10 and doing well. A third 
with inoperable tumours eventually 
found a surgeon prepared to operate 
... and survived. Recently, a young 
woman came to Douglas House 
with kidney failure. She received a 
transplant and is doing well. But 
small miracles occur many times a 
day as people discover strength and 
gifts they didn’t know they had. Sen-
sitivities are heightened, values and 
priorities change.

A last question: what lesson do 
you think Crossways readers could 
draw from your experience? 
I have fewer answers to the big 
questions than I had at the outset. 
It is about walking the walk with 
each other, into the unknown. As we 
journey, another joins us, just as He 
did with those two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus.

For more information see:
www.helenanddouglas.org.uk
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This is the third in a series of articles that features visi-
tors to Christ Church and their place of worship back 
home. If you are bringing visitors to church and believe 
that they have an interesting story to tell, please contact 
the Editor (tel. 285 1802) to arrange for an interview. 
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Doug and 
A v e r y 

F l o r y  we re 
walking along 

the Jaurèsgasse one Saturday in 
July, when they happened to notice 
Christ Church. The door was open 
and they went it. Tommy Wunsch 
was in the church at the time and 
gave them a warm welcome, inviting 
them to return the next day for the 
Sunday service. I met them as they 
arrived well in advance for the Sung 
Eucharist and had an opportunity to 
talk to them after the service.

The Florys live in the United States 
on Smith Mountain Lake in south-
western Virginia. Doug, who tells 
me that he has retired three times 
already, is currently working on a 
development project for the United 
States Government in Armenia. As an 
agriculturist and banker, he 
is admirably qualified for the 
job of setting a rural financial 
institution in Armenia. After 
three years on the assignment 
working half time from the 
US and half time in Armenia, 
it looks as though he will be 
spending his final year entirely 
in Armenia. If that is the case, 
Avery will join him. Doug’s 
background is in agricultural 

banking.  He most recently served a 
five year term on the US Farm Credit 
Administration. There is no Anglican 
or even English-speaking church in 
Yerevan, Armenia’s capital, so Doug 
has no alternative but to attend the 
Armenian Orthodox Church where 
the vernacular is Old Armenian. He 
reminded me Armenia was the first 
country to adopt Christianity as its 
official religion in 301AD when the 
king of Armenia was converted to 
Christianity. Fortunately, Doug has 
a service sheet in English so that he 
can more or less follow the service.

Avery has a busy life of her own 
and Doug was proud to point out 
that she is currently working on 
her doctoral thesis in Effective 
Ministries to Women at Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary in 
Massachusetts. Avery is a counselor 

Part 3: Have faith—seek church

Orthodox service in Yerevan
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coming from a Christian perspective 
and has just finished a Master of 
Divinity equivalency necessary for 
her doctorate.  She has also been 
very busy the last two years with 
two weddings and helping with two 
new grand children. Back home in 
the United States, Doug and Avery 
have experimented with a number of 
different churches. Avery was raised 
as a Southern Baptist, while Doug’s 
family were members of the Brethren 
church. When he was 17, Doug be-
came a member of the Presbyterian 
Church USA where he remained for 
46 years. They currently belong to 
the Presbyterian PCA Church (see 
box). When the couple moved to 
Smith Mountain Lake, they started 
to attend an evangelical Lutheran 
church, where Avery did not feel 
limited as a women.
 
Both Avery and Doug were very 
enthusiastic about Christ Church. 
The diversity of the congregation, 
united in faith rather than social, 

The word “Presbyterian” stems from the Greek word presbuteros 
(πρεσβύτερος), meaning “elder.” The early churches were governed by 
a Council of Elders, the status of an Elder being synonymous with that 
later accorded to Bishops. The first modern Presbytarian church was 
established in 1541 in Switzerland by John Calvin. The Scot, John Knox 
who was a student of Calvin, led the Scottish Reformation in 1560 af-
ter which the Church of Scotland was reorganized along Presbyterian 
lines.Somewhat confusingly, there are several Presbyterian churches 
in the United States, the largest being the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
(PCUSA), followed by the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). The 
PCA professes a strong commitment to evangelism, missionary work, 
and Christian education. 

ethnic or economic 
background. They 
found it very re-
ceptive and wel-
coming. They also 
enjoyed our Chap-
lain’s sermon.

Avery admits that 
she is somewhat 
d i s i l l u s i o n e d 
by  ma ins t ream 
churches in the 
United States and 
feels that she is pro-
gressively becom-
ing “unchurched”.  
After moving home 
several times during 
the past five years, 
she and Doug are 
still looking for a 
“community of believers”. When 
Doug’s service in Armenia is over 
and they are back home they said 
they would find a church living the 
word and welcoming all. 

Saint Gregory Lusavorich in central Yerevan

Echmiadzin Cathedral just outside Yerevan
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Who’s Who in Christ Church??
This issue of Crossways presents two very interesting women. 
The aim of our Who’s Who is to get to know each other better and 
to put a name to a familiar face. Guess our mystery people before 
you turn to p.29 to see if you were correct! 

Mystery 
person 
no.1

Our first mystery person was born in Washington D.C. Her mother was 
the daughter of a French diplomat and her father an Irish landowner from 
County Galway trying to escape the Great Depression in Ireland. As a 
baby, she travelled back to Ireland with her parents by steamer and spent 
her childhood on the family farm. She was sent away to boarding school 
in England, where she became head girl, and completed her education at 
Trinity College, Dublin, with a degree in linguistics. After an unsuccessful 
attempt to enter the diplomatic service (“they didn’t want women in those 
days”), she went to New York hoping for a job in the United Nations. She 
was recruited for a post in the preparatory committee that was in the proc-
ess of setting up a new international organization in Vienna ... and in 1957 
she came to Vienna as part of the brand new International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). She was sitting in a coffee-shop—as it turned out, aptly 
named “Symfonia”—when she met her husband-to-be, an aspiring opera 
singer who had left Hungary in 1956. After his death in 1983, she continued 
to work at the IAEA until her retirement in 1991. She was first introduced 
to Christ Church by Nicholas Witter and continues to be a regular member 
of the congregation during her annual stay in Vienna. 

Anyone who knows her, will not be surprised that her retirement was—and 
continues to be—a very active one! She first turned her attention to saving 
the crumbling family farm of 500 acres. Although her sister had died some 

years before and she herself was childless, she rallied her five neph-
ews and nieces, found a tenant farmer and managed to put the farm 
back on its feet. She continues to live on the farm and enjoys the view 
of bucolic paradise from her window as well as the visits of her eight 
“grandchildren” to whom she will eventually entrust the farm. She is 
also involved in local heritage programmes, especially the protection 
of medieval monastic sites

Born an Anglican in an all-embracing Roman Catholic environment, our 
mystery lady is committed to bringing Christian churches closer together. 
In 1994, over a cup of tea in her kitchen, a group of three Anglicans and 
three Roman Catholics launched an inter-church fellowship project that 

they called “Oak House” or in Irish, “Dairthech” (named after the numer-
ous wooden oratories found at the centre of monasteries in early Christian 
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Ireland. One of the aims is to foster cooperation and understanding between 
churches of different traditions.

Everyone knows our second mystery person by the warmth—and fre-
quency—of her smile. What they don’t know, perhaps, is that the repertoire 
of talents of this soft-spoken Oxford scholar range from cricket to Czech to 
singing. She was born in a Royal Air Force hospital in Lincolnshire, England, 
and travelled around the country during her childhood. Her maternal grand-
father was a actor so the frequent relocations were nothing new for her 
mother. She spent her last year of schooling at Atlantic College in Wales 
and believes this helped prepare her for her future “international” life. 
During her gap year, she worked at the Centre for Study of Religion and 
Communism (now Keston Institute) where she studied, inter alia, the 
Roman Catholic church in Poland during the communist era. While at 
Oxford, she continued to work in the Centre during the holidays. 

After completing a degree in Russian and French, she took a course in 
specialized translation and studied Czech and Polish, later adding Span-
ish to her linguistic palette. She had no trouble finding work in the UN 
and after a time in Geneva translating for different agencies, she came to 
Vienna. At a party, she heard someone call across the room: “I’ve put the 
shrimps in the fridge”.  Whether or not she fell instantly in love with the 
voice, her future was sealed at that moment and she married in August1983 
at an Anglican church in Cheshire, given away by her elder brother, her father 
having died a few years previously. The couple’s two daughters were born 
in 1985 and 1987 and our mystery woman took a break in her career to 
be at home with her babies. After several years of freelance work, she was 
offered a job as translator/reviser in the United Nations Office at Vienna 
where she was promoted to Head of Section in 2000, a post that has grown 
in responsibility since her appointment. 

She has been closely associated with Christ Church since she first arrived 
in Vienna and for ten years was a member of the church choir. Singing was 
an important family pursuit during her childhood, particularly on long car 
journeys. Her husband is also a prominent member of our congregation. 
Now that their daughters are away at university, she has a little more time 
to pursue other interests: reading, particularly autobiographies, and watch-
ing films, as well as opening her home to our congregation for an annual 
quiz! She maintains her membership in a nearby gym, but admits that her 
enthusiasm has lapsed somewhat. She travels to England frequently to visit 
her mother and younger brother in Cheshire.
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September 2008 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00 Sung Eucharist (Dr. Paul Kennedy)
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Concert with the 
 Blythburgh Singers

9

21

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

Sunday Monday Tuesday

7

14

21

28 29 30

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Soundings

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Mattins followed by Said Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong with the choir of 
 St. Mary’s, Totnes, Devon

Holy Cross Day

St. Matthew’s Day

Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity
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Archdeaconry Synod in Corfu, 11 to 14 September

6

26

19

5

12

   

27

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

10.00 Toddlers group

10.00 Toddlers group

10.00 Toddlers group

10.00 Toddlers group

19.00 Choir practice

19.00 Choir practice

19.00 Choir practice

19.00 Choir practice

18

10

3

17

4

11

09.30 Holy Communion

24 25

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Church Council  
 meeting

19.00 Taizé service

16.00 Christus  
 Hoffnung der  
 Welt

Nigerian Fest

Youth and Family 
Day Retreat

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Saint Thomas 
the Apostle

Saint James the 
Apostle

30

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer
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The annual Nigeria Fest is one of Christ Church’s relatively few fund-raising 
activies. This year’s Nigeria Fest is taking place on Saturday, 20 September 
2008, starting at 16.00, The venue is, as was the case in previous years, the 
assembly hall of the modern black-box church next to the VIC and the Kai-
sermühlen underground station (Christus Hoffnung der Welt). The evening 
provides a wonderful opportunity for members of the congregation and friends 
to experience Nigerian music, food and culture. There is no entrance charge, 
but money raised from the sale of food and drink will be given to our church. 
The Nigerian community at Christ Church works hard every year to put on this 
splendid event so it deserves our full support. 

Choral Evensong is not the best attended service at Christ Church despite the 
fact that it includes some of the most beautiful music. It may well require a cer-
tain effort to go out again on a Sunday evening ... but the reward makes it well 
worth while! During the month of September, the congregation will be treated 
to no less than THREE special choral evensong services:
On 7 September, our own choir will mark its return from the summer break
On 14 September, we welcome the Blytheburgh Singers from Suffolk in the 
United Kingdom, and
On 28 September, another British choir will be singing, this time from the 15th 
century church of St. Mary’s in Totnes, Devon.

First Communion lessons start on Sunday, 7 September. Alexandra Schmidt has 
kindly agreed once again to prepare children who are seven years and older for 
First Communion for which I am extremely grateful. The lessons will be on the 
following Sundays: 7, 14, 21 and 28 September after the 10.00 service. Children 
will be admitted at the Harvest Thanksgiving service on Sunday, 5 October.

Next year’s confirmation service will be held on Sunday 25 April. The Suffragan 
Bishop, David Hamid, will preside. Confirmation classes will begin in January. 
There will be separate classes for adults and teenagers. Please register with the 
Chaplin by the end of November.
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The 2008 Archdeaconry Synod will be held on the island of Corfu. Archdea-
conry representatives for Christ Church, Vienna are Hyacinth Oesterlin, Nikki 
Hertford-Scheiber, Miranda Kopetzky, Philip Reading and Revd. Aileen Hackl. 
The Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese in Europe, David Hamid and the Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands will be in attendance.SY
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On Tuesday 23 September there will be a special session of Soundings. Dr Enzo 
de Pellegrin, who is a member of our congregation, will speak to us about the 
important twentieth century Viennese philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein. The 
session will begin at 19.00.  Here follow two Wittgenstein quotations: If we spoke 
a different language, we would perceive a somewhat different world. The limits of my 
language mean the limits of my world.

In light of the continued interest in the Anglican Communion Soundings will have 
a closer looking at the principles and practices of the worldwide Anglicanism 
this autumn. The sessions will be based on a workbook Something in Common by 
Adrian Chatfield published by St John’s Extension Studies. The sessions begin 
on Tuesday, 30 September. We will meet until Tuesday, 25 November. There will 
be no meeting on Tuesday, 14 September. We will maintain the useful pattern of 
gathering at 18.30. The formal session will begin after 19.00 and we will close 
with prayer at 20.30.

There has been a movement afoot to recognise, give thanks for and celebrate 
creation in a special way. The first initiatives in this area were made by the 
Ecumenical Patriarch in the 1990s. In 2007 the Austrian National Ecumenical 
Council of Churches decided to implement the recommendation made by the 
Third European Ecumenical Assembly to keep Creation Day in Austria. On 1 
September many churches will celebrate Creation Day. The churches have also 
set the period from this 1 September to 4 October (the feast day of St. Francis of 
Assisi) or the Sunday after 4 October as “Creation Time.” The first such service 
in Austria will be held at 18.00, appropriately in the Greek Orthodox Church in 
Vienna, Fleischmarkt 13, 1st district.

The Youth and Family Day Retreat will take place on 13 September at Schön-
stattzentrum Kahlenberg, 19th District. Please contact Deborah Walker 
06641207208 or dwalker@dewtank.com for further information and register 
with her asap. I would like to encourage all those families to be think about 
joining in the day.

On Sunday, 14 September the Revd. Dr Paul Kennedy will take the 8.00 and 
10.00 services since the Chaplain and the Curate will be attending the Arch-
deaconry Synod in Corfu. On Sunday, 28 September the Revd. Tania Witter will 
be our preacher.
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On 20 September, the Nigeri-
an community (and friends) 

at Christ Church         are organ-
izing this year’s Nigerian Fest. 
The event has become a regular 
fixture on the crowded annual 
calendar of the Church, drawing 
hundreds of fellow worshippers 
and, indeed, visitors from across 
the city and elsewhere.  

The initial, primary purpose 
of the Nigerian Fests (Feste) was 
to help raise funds for the Church. 
But, lately, there has been additional 
emphasis on the social aspect of 
the event. The Fest has occurred 
unbroken since the 1990s, when 
Christ Church Nigerians thought of a 
supplementary avenue to contribute 
toward financing a Chaplaincy Flat. 
The success represented a triumph 
of hope over experience. 

The idea of the Fest was the brain-
child of the leadership of the com-
munity at the time: Professors Edwin 
Nwogugu and Iz Osayimwese and 
Dr. Godswill Madueme. The three 
gentlemen (and kind, supportive 
wives) did what they could to ensure 
that Nigerians who came to worship 
at Christ Church also contributed to 
the growth and progressive develop-
ment of the congregation. 

The three (and wives) have long left 
Vienna, but the trees they planted 
have remained with us. On the 
departure of Professor Nwogugu 
in particular, the mantle fell on 

resilient, hardworking Valentine 
Ogunya, who is something of a task-
master.  Conservative but pragmatic, 
Ogunya makes sure that everyone 
contributes to the organization of 
the Fest. Somehow, he is able to elicit 
compliance from one and all. He is 
closely aided by the likes of Lot and 
Elisabeth Olufeyimi; Emmanuel and 
Cristina Adeyemi; Emeka Okonkwo 
and spouse; the Ogunfojuri family; 
and actor Frank Oladeinde. Ogunya 
is also generously supported by the 
Venerable Patrick Curran. 

This year, Ogunya is promising that 
the event will not only be as enjoy-
able and as colourful as always; he 
is also pledging that it will actually 
start on time, deflating the so-called 
African contempt for the wrist 
watch. Ogunya would like to see 
non-Nigerian Africans and, indeed, 
the entire Christ Church congrega-
tion get more involved in the event 
this year and in the years ahead. He 
argues that language and definitions 
are flexible enough to allow every-
body at Christ Church to be Nigerian 
at least once a year. 

Nigerians at Christ Church Vienna 
feel very much at home in the Church 
environment. Many are long-stand-
ing Church members, serving on 
committees and in various tasks. A 
few are second- and third-generation 
worshippers at Christ Church. The 
Emeka/Clara and Chuks/Manuela 
Agu families are fine examples. Their 
father, Dr. Patrick Agu, was a pillar 

Nigerians and Honorary Nigerians
by
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of Christ Church in his years as a 
Vienna-based medical doctor. Dr. 
Patrick still occasionally visits from 
his retirement home in Aba, Nigeria. 
Emeka Agu’s lovely children include 
the enchanting Vanessa Chinelo, 
who is already asserting herself at 
age three. Some of us cannot wait to 
see Vanessa serve at the pulpit as an 
acolyte, or do the collection.

Nigerians at Christ Church, many 
of them young families, expect their 
numbers to grow even further. They 
are mostly Anglicans by confession 
and birth, and are continuing their 
country’s time-honoured custom 
of bringing their children early to 
Church to ingrain Anglican tradi-
tions in them. It is said that Vienna 

is home to close to 3,000 Nigerians, 
most of whom are Christian and 
who attend various local churches. 
The annual Nigerian Fest is a fine 
opportunity to introduce Christ 
Church and its activities to the wider 
fellowship in Vienna, with a view to 
welcoming them among us.

A Chaplain’s duties are multifarious in any community, but in an interna-
tional one like ours, the Chaplain’s job reflects the range of cultures and 

customs of the congrega-
tion. On Saturday, 21 June, 
the Ven. Patrick Curran 
was invited to the house of 
Luxmann and Preethi Perera 
in Gerarsdorf, just outside 
Vienna, to bless their new 
home. In the presence of 
some 25 guests, mostly from 
the Christ Church communi-
ty, Patrick conducted a short  
service in which he congrat-
ulated the Pereras on their 
first family home and asked 
God for His blessings. 

Bless this H
ou

se

In and around Christ Church
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Visitors to Hamburg may have wondered about the 
altar painting that is such a prominent feature 

of our “English Church” in the city. It is an extremely 
successful copy of a 16th century masterpiece by the 
Italian renaissance artist Raphael. The original can be 
viewed in its own special room in the Sempergalerie 
in Dresden. Since it is numbered amongst the most 
prized of all paintings to be viewed in Germany, it is 
well worth a visit.  What we see in our church is only 
the central portion of this great treasure. What follows 
is a complete description of the actual painting, and an 
account of how it got its name: The Sistine Madonna.

It was Pope Julius II (in office from 1503 to 1513) who, 
in 1512 gave the commission to Raphael to decorate the altar of the newly 
built Benedictine Church of San Sisto on Piacenza, Italy. The commission 
was to commemorate this order’s inclusion into the Vatican States. Raphael 
completed the commission in record time, but the original differs hugely from 
what you see in our church. Obviously, the Madonna and Child dominate 
the painting. But on her right, Raphael had placed, in worshipped humility, 
the figure of Pope Sixtus II (Bishop of Rome from 257 to 258), the San Sisto 
after whom the monastery is named and who is obviously its patron saint. 
It is from this representation of their patron that the masterpiece derived its 
name: “Die Sixtinische Madonna”.  This is not something you could know 
from our Hamburg reproduction, since the other figures in Raphael’s com-
mission are not included. 

It is interesting to note that the name “Sixtus” derived from a Greek word 
which expresses his gentle, sensitive and modest nature. Sixtus is pictured 
wearing a beautiful gold cope and the papal tiara can be seen in the extreme 
bottom left hand corner of the painting. By tradition,  Sixtus is one of the 14 
Nothelfer, die 14 Heiligen, the 14 saints who are always available to those in 
special need. So is Saint Barbara who honours the Madonna on her left side. 
St Barbara has a particular right to appear in the Raphael commission since 

The Sistine Madonna 

The Sistine Madonna by Raphael 
(Raffaelo Santi 1512-13)

A while ago the Editor asked me if my mother could write 
something for Crossways. I was reminded of an article that 
she wrote for her church magazine at St Thomas a Beckett’s, 
Hamburg concerning the painting that hangs behind the altar 
there and is a prominent a feature of the Hamburg church as 
our stained glass window representing Christ in Glory.    PSC
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her bones found a resting place in the Benedictine monas-
tery. Her sacred history derives from the fact that she was 
martyred in the century around the papacy of Sixtus II and 
she is counted as a particular patron for miners, members of 
the artillery and victims of lightning. Finally you will notice 
the two beguiling cherubs who catch our eye at the bottom 
of the painting. These were in fact an afterthought added 
by Raphael when the paining was more or less finished. It 
would no doubt have been to Raphael’s chagrin that nowa-
days the cherubs are more reproduced that the Madonna 
herself – since Our Lady does not make as fetching an image 
on coffee mugs, bookmarks and postcards.

Augustus III, Archduke of Saxony and King of Poland, ac-
quired the Sistine Madonna in 1754. Of interest is the Arch-
duke’s secret conversion to Catholicism despite a Lutheran 
upbringing. Perhaps this explains his determination to ac-
quire an authentic Raphael to put beside the Raphael fakes 
and copies he already possessed. His opportunity came, 
when the Benedictine Monks found themselves in extreme 
financial straits. Augustus’ personal physician handled the 
negotiations. Pope Benedict XIV gave permission for the 
painting to be sold. The negotiated price was 25,000 Scudi—
a very significant investment, but perhaps far less than these 
otherworldly monks should have received for this master-
piece. However, the monks did drive a hard bargain. At this 
time, the best pictures by the most famous artists normally 
commanded 1000 Scudi. Even though the Benedictine monks were driven to 
sell their Raphael, they insisted (as part of their negotiations) that Augustus 
provide the cash to replace the original with a copy in its original home.

It was left to Augustus’ physician  to ensure this treasure’s transport across 
the Alps. The painting was placed in a secure environment; that is to say 
wrapped in oilcloth and placed in a wooden box secured by straw. And thus 
Raphael’s masterpiece arrived in Dresden on March 1st, 1754 – where it 
has been treasured and venerated for the last 250 years.  The German Ro-
mantics held this painting in particular awe. Under their influence Raphael’s 
Madonna was frequently copied anew, and it is due to their enthusiasm 
that this reproduction is such a dominant feature of our church. Won’t you 
consider going to Dresden to see this great Raphael masterpiece as the artist 
originally conceived it?

Rosi Curran is the Chaplain’s mother 
and divides her time between Ger-
many, Canada and Austria. She has 
one of the liveliest minds in Christ 
Church and the energy of someone a 
quarter her age (which is impressive 
if unmentionable!). She has been a 
loyal supporter of this magazine from 
the first issue. Thank you, Rosi!
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Part Three: John Bunyan

John Bunyan was born in Elstow, 
Bedfordshire, during the reign of 

Charles I. He lived through the times 
of Oliver Cromwell’s Commonwealth 
and under the succeeding monarchs, 
Charles II and James II.

During the period of Cromwell’s 
Parliamentary government, the 
structure of the Church of England 
was dismantled and the office of 
bishop, the use of the Prayer Book 
and the 39 Articles of Religion 
were abolished alongside with the 
wearing of surplices and organ 
accompaniment in church services.
Despite their modest means, John 
Bunyan’s parents sent him to a 
local school where he received an 
elementary education. At the age of 
16 he became a foot soldier in the 
Parliamentary army although it is 
unlikely that he took part in actual 
battle activity.

When he was 19, Bunyan returned 
to Elstow where he went through 
an intense spiritual crisis later 
described in his autobiography 
Grace Abounding to the Chief of 

Sinners. His struggle with doubt and 
despair ended with his conversion 
experience and the conviction of 
God’s mercy towards him. John 
Bunyan joined the congregation of 
the ex-Royalist convert John Gifford 
and began to preach in public, his 
sermons reflecting his own spiritual 
experience. Although considered a 
threat by many conservative minds, 
Cromwell believed in the liberty of 
conscience and did not oppose the 
free worship of such non-Conformist 
groups as Baptists and Quakers.

In the year 1660, the monarchy was 
restored under Charles II and with 
it the Church of England and the 
episcopy. Parliament attempted to 
suppress all religious dissent and 
the “Great Persecution” of those 
refusing to conform to the customs 
of the Established Church began. The 
severity of punishment fluctuated in 



25

by Laura Fairburn

the following years but Bunyan spent 
12 years in prison for his religious 
activity. He was released when a royal 
pardon was granted in 1672 after the 
second Declaration of Indulgence.
It was during his years in prison that 
he finished his most famous work 
The Pilgrim’s Progress, published in 
1678. This story is an allegory telling 
of Christian’s journey to the Celestial 
City and contains autobiographical 
elements. The book has never been 
out of print and is considered a 
world classic English literature. The 
famous hymn Who would true value 
see, let him come hither is to be found 
in Part 2 of The Pilgrim’s Progress.

Taken from
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Imperial Music
Vienna has for centuries enjoyed a reputation as 
the musical capital of the world. “Imperial” concerts 
delighted audiences right up until the beginning of 
the 20th century, after which time they lost the des-
ignation “imperial” but none of their splendour. The 
concert that took place in Christ Church on 3 July 
was in true Viennese tradition, despite the fact that 
the performers were British medical students from 
Imperial College, London! Over 50 performers—or-
chestra and choir—performed a pot pourri of pieces 
ranging from Cole Porter to Antonio Vivaldi. We 
enjoyed equally the Chamber Choir, the Saxophone 
Ensemble, the trumpet soloist, the vocal soloists, as 
well as the full orchestra and choir. The versatile 
students (most of them played an instrument and 
sang) filled the church with their joy, enthusiasm 
and incredible talent. If they become half as good 
doctors as they are musicians, then the British 
National Health Service will have nothing to worry 
about in the future! 

This book, however, was not his 
only publication. Many sermons, 
treatises and controversial writings 
are the work of his pen. Bunyan was 
buried in the Dissenters’ Cemetery at 
Bunhill Fields, Finsbury. 
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The annual Bazaar has become 
such a success and grown so 

much over the years that it is almost 
impossible for a single person to take 
responsibility for its coordination.   
Therefore, this year, a coordination 
group has been formed.

Patrick Knox-Peebles will be 
mainly responsible for the contact 
with the Bundesamtsgebäude of-
ficials, including the canteen, the 
progress of the sponsorship search, 
contacts with stall holders who are 
not part of the shop and the setting 
up on the Friday before the Bazaar. 
David Hope will be mainly respon-
sible for the VIS Volunteers, shop-
ping for the needs of the restaurant 
holders and obtaining other cooking 
equipment. Deidre Brewster will 
be mainly responsible for the col-
lecting, storing and presenting of 
the tombola and raffle prizes. Diana 
Dopheide, the contact person for 
all stall holders that are involved 
with the shop, will co-ordinate the 
storage before and after the Bazaar 
and will be responsible for the books 
from the Frankfurt Book Fair. 

As far as the sponsor search is 
concerned, ALL of us will contact 
potential prize donors and ask all 
members of the congregation to get 
in touch with any of us if they feel 
that they know of someone or a com-
pany who may be willing to donate 
or sponsor the Bazaar.  This is very 
important as it becomes increasingly 
difficult to obtain tombola and raf-
fle prizes.  So please think of all the 
people you know and let us know if 
you think that there is someone out 
there who may be able to help. There 
are many other tasks that we will be 
sharing, but these do not need to be 
listed here.

The success of the Bazaar depends 
on you all. You have all given so 
much and worked so hard in the 
past and this is much appreciated.  
Christ Church depends on you and 
the face we present to the public 
at the Bazaar. We thank all those 
who have already started working 
on their stalls and hope that this 
summer has been a time of relaxa-
tion as well.

Please don’t hesitate to contact any 
of us if you have questions or need 
help.
Patrick Knox-Peebles:  Tel: 713 51756 
E-mail: Knox.Peebles@aon.at
David Hope: Tel: 280 8929 E-mail: 
david.hope@chello.at
Deidre Brewster: Tel: 503 8535 E-
mail: g.brewster@teleweb.at
Diana Dopheide: Tel: 513 8272 E-
mail: d.dopheide@aon.at 

Bazaar Coordination
by
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Letter Box

The Editor received the following letter 
(slightly edited) from the Revd. Sally and 
Andrew Wells and wanted to share with 
Crossways readers just how idyllic life 
can be after retirement!

I have just spent a happy morning 
reading back numbers of Crossways. 
It is stimulating, lively, thought-
provoking and often moving. Happy 
as we are here, I feel quite homesick 
for the community.      

I would have loved to have been at the 
retreat this year to hear Sr Frances, 
but we have had visitors almost non-
stop, or so it seems, since February. 
A pause now, then more of Andrew's 
Australian family come in a few weeks   
We haven't been away together this 
year, but are so content it is hardly 
necessary, especially when the family 
is able to visit us here.
 
Andrew is walking to Compostella 
over three years. He and an Austral-
ian friend walked along the northern 
foothills of the Pyrenees in April, over 
400k. He came back with awful blis-
ters but can't wait to get started again 
next year. Continuous walking seems 
to be addictive. My own walks are 
somewhat more modest - up into the 
hills early in the mornings, but rarely 
for more than an hour. While he was 
away I went to stay with my daughter 
in Italy, landed up in a country hos-
pital in the Appenines, and have had 
a summer full of doctors and clinics 
and scans, but nothing irrevocable 
was unearthed and all seems now to 
be well on the mend.

The things that please me deeply 
here: picking almonds early in the 
morning, before the sun gets up, then 
spreading them out on the terrace to 
dry; having a gate to open, instead 
of the front door of a flat; hanging 
out the washing under the pines; the 
light, the breathtaking light (Cezanne 
country), mornings and evenings; 
looking out over the hills; chatting 
with neighbours; the smiles of peo-
ple in the villages and even from the 
cashiers in the supermarkets; eating 
figs straight from the tree that haven't 
already been got at by the birds or 
insects; hanging my bathing suit to 
dry over its branches; opening the 
shutters in the mornings to greet the 
world; having a good Provençal meal 
in the evenings on the terrace with 
good friends and a bottle of wine. How 
blessed we are.

At the moment Andrew is building 
low stone walls in the garden, to the 
accompaniment of an elderly and 
very hoarse cement-mixer, lent by a 
neighbour. Some other neighbours, 
the only ones we hadn't yet met, 
have just come ringing at the gate to 
enquire what the noise was, and not 
looking awfully happy. Fair enough, if 
you come down from Paris for a few 
weeks' peace and quiet, only to have 
your idyll disturbed. However a walk 
round the garden and the offer of a 
cool drink seemed to help matters.
Time to think about lunch now. Carry 
on the good work. Our love
Andrew and Sally 
If anyone would like to contact the Wells’, 
their email is: wellsfrance@gmail.com 
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Dates for your Diary

DATE TIME  EVENT

Sept.3 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Sept. 7 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Sept. 11-15  Archdeaconry Synod, Corfu

Sept. 13 (Sat)  Youth and family retreat, Kahlenberg

Sept. 14 (Sun) 08.00  Celebrant and preacher: Dr Paul Kennedy

 10.00

 18.00 Concert by the Blythburgh Singers

Sept. 17 (Wed) 19.00 Church Council Meeting

Sept. 19 (Fri) 19.00 Taizé Service

Sept.20 (Sat) 16.00 Nigerian Fest at Christus Hoffnung der Welt   

  (VIC)

Sept. 23 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Wittgenstein - Enzo de Pellegrin

Sept.28(Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong with the choir of St. Mary’s,  

  Totnes, Devon 

October 5 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving – Family Eucharist

 18.00 Choral Evensong

October 10 (Fri) 19.00 Bring and share at the Gibsons (provisional)

October 17(Fri) 19.00 Taizé Service

October 19 (Sun)  Bring and Share for Ann Wanzenböck after the  

  10am service – venue to be announced

October 29 (Wed) 19.00 Church Council Meeting

November 5 (Wed) 19.00 Diary Day

November 9 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday

Nov.23 (Sun) 10.00 Bishop John Okoro preaching

Nov. 29 (Sat)  Annual Bazaar

Nov. 30 (Sun) 1800 Advent Carol Service

Dec. 3 (Wed) 1900 Church Council Meeting

Dec. 14 (Sun.) 10.00 Sunday School Nativity

 1800 Nine Lessons and carols

Dec. 20 (Sat) 1600 Christingle Service
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Personal Ads
T

his space is reserved for m
em

bers of the congregation to place private ads. O
thers w

ill be 
asked to pay a sm

all charge to help tow
ards printing costs.

Babysitter available 
Experienced, reliable, child-loving 
babysitter (bilingual English/German) 
available evenings/weekends. Prefers 
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th districts. Tel: 718 5902.

Claire Besnyö Sally Reading

Solution to Who’s Who quiz on p.14

Jam jars needed
Graham and Jenny Ratcliffe are already 
starting preparations for the Christmas 
Bazaar! Please put aside your empty 
jam jars for them so that Jenny can 
fill them with her legendary jams and 
marmalades for sale at the Bazaar. 
Please call them on 02262/64253 or 
email jennie.ratcliffe@utanet.at. 

Apartment for sale
Located in the 22nd district of Vienna, 
near Donauzentrum. The apartment is 
90 m2 including a 10 m2 south facing 
loggia. Price: EUR169,950.
Tel: 0699/19471678 (Ian Begg)

Little Girl Guides
I am a Rainbow Leader (division of 
British Girl Guides) and am looking 
for girls between the ages of 5-7 yrs 
to join our group!  We get together 
every Thursday from 5-6:15 pm at the 
Chuch Center (begins again on 8/28).   
Please contact Julie Krejci at 0650/970 
7313 for more information.

Seek position with family
I am a middle aged American music 
student seeking "live-out" employment.  
I will cook and clean for the family 
with some child care responsibilities. 
The family must be flexible regarding 
working hours. I cannot work on 
Sundays. I love to cook and I bake 
marvellous cakes and cookies. I 
have experience with computers and 
caring for elderly people. My e-mail 
address is novemberpiano@yahoo.com 
references available on request.  My 
telephone number is 0676 4333 033.

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast and 
reliable, at affordable prices. Tel:  
0650/689 5757 www.computerdoctor 
vienna.com.



Bei unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/return address if not claimed:
Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




