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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should not 
necessarily be considered as carrying the endorse-
ment of Christ Church, its officers or the Editor.
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This month’s cover shows the Lord’s Prayer worked 
in box. The entire prayer, and other biblical texts 
and themes, form part of a Christian garden, located 
high up on a hill outside Christchurch, New Zealand. 

Postal address: Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna
Church office: Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna ❁ Tel. and Fax: 714 8900

www.christchurchvienna.org ❁ office@christchurchvienna.org
also serves Bratislava, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb

Vestry   718 5922
Chaplain of Christ Church The Venerable Patrick Curran 718 5902
and Archdeacon of  Reisnerstraße 42/7
the Eastern Archdeaconry 1030 Vienna

Curate The Revd. Aileen Hackl 0650 4050892
 Hardtmuthg. 28/3/20
 1100 Vienna

Priest with permission The Revd. Clair Filbert-Ullmann 064 672 0107
to officiate

Chaplaincy Secretary Ms. Miranda Kopetzky 714 8900
 Wed. 13.30-17.30
 Thur. 09.30-16.00

Secretary Dr. Alan Patzak, FRGS 714 6006

Verger Mr. Sean Nield 0664 7652727

Choir Director Mr. Christoph Wutscher  328 5460

Organist Mr. Emanuel Schmelzer-Ziringer 713 3786

The Revd. Paul Kennedy, Kirschentalg. 12/49, 6020 Innsbruck, tel. 0512/293321 
is licensed by our Bishop and the Bishop of the Old Catholic Church in Austria to 
officiate in the Chaplaincy of Christ Church, Vienna.

For information on services in Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb, please contact:

Klagenfurt: Ms. Helen Taupe 04223 3028
Ljubljana: Ms. Barbara Ryder 00386 4572 3015
Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berkovic 00385 98193 1774

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

Claus
Rectangle



3

In this issueEditorial
From the Desk of the Chaplain 

page 4

A Course in Ecumenism
Aileen Hackl shares her experiences  

page 6

Te Hahi o Te Whataono
The Editor writes about her experiences 
of the Anglican Church in New Zealand

page 8

Introducing the New Verger
Sean Nield takes over from 

Ann Wanzenböck
page 10

... and the Old Crypt
A look at recent renovations 

page11
 

Islam in Austria
Andrew Rooke reports on a talk by 

Carla Baghajati 
page 12

  
A Good Read

Christ Church’s new library
page 14

Book Review
The Dawkins Delusion

page 15

The Road to the Anschluss (III)
Rebellion, Dictatorship and Capitulation

page 20

An Afternoon of Music
Another delightful house-concert

page 23

World Church Focus 
Spotlight on Cuba

page 26

The deadline for submissions for 
the May issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
April. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

Writing these lines in the week before Easter, I realise 
what a wonderful time Lent is. Not only do we an-
ticipate the intense spirituality of Holy Week, but our 
church is dressed in my very favourite colour: purple! 
Without wishing to appear smug, I can’t help think-
ing, how glad I am to be a Christian in general, and an 
Anglican in particular. How easy it is to feel at home in 
our church. The hymns, particularly the old favourites, 
have cheerful, uplifting melodies and rousing words 
and it does us all good to sing our hearts out, regard-
less of our level of musical ability. There is something 
very comfortable about the Anglican church. It’s all so 
familiar. I can sit next to my husband (no one forces us 
to sit on separate sides of the aisle or in different parts 
of the church); I can show my face to other worship-
pers and dress as I like (within reason!). The service is 
conducted in a language that is my mother tongue, and 
I don’t have to grab for a tissue when incense makes 
me sneeze. No one dictates at what time of day I should 
pray, and my only dietary restrictions are self-imposed. 
How easy it is to be an Anglican!

Or is it? Some of the other world religions have a tighter 
set of rules and restrictions, yet they do not lack sup-
porters. In many parts of the world, in Buddhist, Hindu, 
Islamic, Jewish or Roman Catholic households, children 
learn from an early age what is expected of them. The 
adherence to a code of conduct, dress, diet and  lifestyle 
provides a framework for their faith and one that per-
sonally I respect. It cannot be easy to cover oneself from 
head to toe during the hot summer, to fast for hours 
on end, to wear a black felt hat when you’re 12 and 
everyone else is sporting a baseball cap. And yet the 
outward manifestations of other religions that appear 
strange, awkward and incomprehensible to ignorant 
outsiders, are part and parcel of the respective faith. 
At Christ Church we have had a number of opportuni-
ties to deepen our understanding of different religions, 
most recently during the Tag des Judentums, described 
by Philip Reading in the March issue of Crossways, 
and in Andrew Rooke’s write-up on a fascinating talk 
given by the spokeswoman for the Islamic Community 
in Austria on page 12 of this issue. Let’s be sure to take 
advantage of these learning opportunities.          JC
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

While touring some of the ancient Pharaonic temples with 
my brother in February, I was constantly reminded of a 

number of themes that figure prominently in the Christian faith. 
One of our fellow passengers exclaimed that she had not realised 
how much Christianity had borrowed from the ancient Egyptian 
religion with its pantheon of gods to which there was general 
consent. This general consent encouraged me to speak. I said 

something like, ‘It isn’t so much that Christianity took many things from 
the ancient Egyptians, but rather the coming of Christ fulfils the yearnings 
and hopes that the ancient Egyptian religion so vibrantly expressed.’ The 
hope in an after-life and the promise of eternal life since Jesus’ resurrection 
from the dead is no longer something that we only long and yearn for, but 
are confident of because the hopes and yearnings expressed through the 
ancient religion find their fulfilment.

As Christians we are familiar with the notion of preparation through the 
ministry of John the Baptist who quotes the prophet Isaiah when he says, 
Prepare the way of the Lord!
 
Throughout the ages people have sought to give expression to the hope 
that is in them. In time these hopes were expressed through a variety of 
religions. In these various expressions God was preparing the way for His 
Son through the medium of the mythology of religions—not at the end of 
time, as a final statement, but rather in the midst of time.

There is a long period in the history of the world that looks forward to a 
time when these hopes and yearnings of which I write would be fulfilled. 
With the coming of Christ we no longer look for this hope to be fulfilled, 
but rather we celebrate its fulfilment.

The Christian faith that you and 
I seek to follow has antecedents. 
Important antecedents like the 
ancient Egyptian religion that 
we can safely acknowledge. The 
Christian faith did not simply 
take a bit from here and a bit 
from there. Rather the Christian 
faith affirms her antecedents 
as the expressions of men and 
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women who made the effort to 
put into words and images the 
yearning in them. We affirm 
these antecedents as expres-
sions of the truth that lies within 
us. In Jesus’ resurrection from 
the dead, the ancient Egyptian 
religions find their fulfilment in 
time and through the dimension 
of history.

I very much appreciated what I read in my guide book about ancient 
Egyptian religion. ‘The survival of so many pyramids, temples and tombs 
have created a misleading impression of the Egyptians as a morbid bunch 
obsessed with religion and death, when they simply loved life so much 
they went to enormous lengths to ensure it continued for eternity. ( Lonely 
Planet, p. 47). What did Jesus say of Himself? ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life!’

It is with great pleasure and immense gratitude that I can announce that 
the crypt has been renovated and an emergency exit created thanks to the 
dedication of Herbert Stenzenberger assisted by Sean Nield.  Herbert heard 
and acted on my urgings and has in a short period of time and through a 
concentrated effort created a space that will serve our church well for the 
next forty years. Sean was instrumental in helping to raise monies towards 
the renovation of the crypt through engaging the services of the brass quintet 
Brassissimo of which he is a member. In due course the renovated crypt 
will be blessed in an appropriate ceremony to be announced. Celebrations 
of Holy Communion will resume in due course in the Holy Spirit Chapel. 
Please view the crypt after one of the Sunday services. Herbert and Sean, 
I am sure, will be glad to tell you more. In the meantime, a write-up and 
photos can be found on p.11 of this magazine.  
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Ecumenism – what is it?  
My dictionary defines 

it as, “seeking world-wide 
Christian unity” and says 
that it is derived from the 
Greek word oikoumenikos 
which means “of the inhab-
ited world.”

From September 2006 un-
til September 2007, I was 
privileged to participate 
in a course in ecumenism 
offered by the prestigious 
Kardinal König Academy here in 
Vienna. This consisted of five (three-
day) blocks of instruction and an 
excursion to visit a church of the tra-
dition which we were discussing.

Our first block looked at how and 
why the Christian Churches decided 

to work together, usually traced to 
the World Missionary Conference 
in Edinburgh in 1910. Well-known 
theologians were brought in from 
other parts of Austria and abroad to 
speak to us. The material was very 
interesting, but time always seemed 
a bit short! As a group we enjoyed 
getting to know each other and I am 
still in contact with several people.

Our first excursion was to the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church, where we 
were welcomed by their Archbishop 
Mesrob Krikorian to an evening serv-
ice with members of their choir and 
congregation, who treated us to an 
Armenian buffet afterwards.

Two months later we met again and 
heard a lot about the background 
of the conflict in the Middle East 
between Israel and her neighbours. 
A Russian Orthodox theologian from 
St. Petersburg spoke to us about his 
church’s liturgy and tradition. As 
a member of our group was Greek 
Orthodox, we found it fascinating 

A Course in Ecumenism
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to hear these two “insiders” discuss 
their different traditions. This time 
the excursion took us to the Coptic 
Orthodox Church. Here again, we 
were welcomed to a service and 
treated to their national food after-
wards.

The third block of instruction in Feb-
ruary 2007 was about the Christian 
Church in Europe and how the Ref-
ormation came about. Our excursion 
brought us to Christ Church, where 
Patrick explained in German how our 
Anglican Church has developed (in 
German) and supplied us with read-
ing material for further study.

In April 2007 we met again and 
learned about the Pentecostal and 
Free Churches, as well as hearing 

by the Revd. Aileen Hackl

more about the Orthodox tradi-
tion which is split into many 
national churches, i.e. Russian, 
Greek, Bulgarian, etc. Our excur-
sion took us to the Greek Or-
thodox Church, where we were 
very warmly welcomed to an evening 
service and buffet afterwards.

In September 2007 the course was 
drawn together by looking at various 
things happening now, i.e. wedding 
preparation for couples from differ-
ing church traditions, and the Social 
Mission Statement produced by the 
churches here in Austria, which 
Patrick had a hand in writing. All in 
all, an amazing year of learning how 
we Christians have worshipped God 
over the centuries!

Extract from the Foreword to the 
Social Mission Statement of the 
Ecumenical Council of Churches 
in Austria:

The Social Mission Statement of the 
Ecumenical Council of Churches in 
Austria is the fruit of an intensive 
four-year process. Its purpose is to 
initiate and inspire more searching 
dialogue within church and society. 
The changes and challenges of our 
rapidly developing society require 
a constantly shared ecumenical 
dialogue between the churches from 
both Western and Eastern traditions. 
The Social Mission Statement derives 
from the living Word of God, the 
Bible. It is to be a ‘compass’.
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On 10 February, John and I re-
cited the Lord’s Prayer in a 

language that was hitherto quite 
unknown to us, namely 
Maori (see box). We 
were in Rotoroa, on 
the North Island of 
New Zealand, attend-
ing the Sunday service 
at the lakeside church 
of St. Faith. First built 
in 1885, and enlarged 
in 1910 and 1965, St. 
Faith’s is an interesting 
mix of mock-Tudor and 
Maori architecture. The 
extensive carvings, rich 
in Maori folklore, bear 
witness to the intricate 

art of New Zealand’s 
native craftsmen, 
while the stained 
glass window behind the altar depicts Holman Hunt’s Light 
of the World. Another window shows Christ walking on Lake 
Rotorua, clad in a Maori chieftain’s cloak. 

The congregation was comfortable with the bilingual 
service, with many prayers switching between Maori and 
English in the same sentence. In his sermon, the Revd. Tom 
Poata (see inset above) juggled the two languages while he 
spoke of the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, 
the temptation of Christ in the Wilderness and man’s ex-
aggerated preoccupation with material possessions. New 
Zealanders are refreshingly direct in their language and 
Revd. Tom was no exception (“living in a large mansion 
with ten bedrooms and ten bathrooms won’t necessarily 
make you happy. After all, how many toilets can you sit 
on at once?”). Several of the hymns were in Maori, accom-
panied by the piano or the guitar, and were surprisingly 
easy to follow. We participated in the baptism of two of the 
newest members of the congregation and after the service, 

E to matou Matua i te rangi
Kia tapu tou Ingoa.
Kia tae mai tou rangatiratanga.
Kia meatia tau e pai ai
ki runga ki te whenua,
kia rite ano ki to te rangi.
Homai ki a matou aianei
he taro ma matou mo tenei ra.
Murua o matou hara,
Me matou hoki e muru nei
io te hunga e hara ana ki a ma-
tou.
Aua hoki matou e kawea kia whaka-
waia;
Engari whakaorangia matou i te 
kino:
Nou hoki te rangatiratanga, te 
kaha,
me te kororia,

E to matou Matua i te rangi*

*Our Father, who art in Heaven
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Revd. Tom
 Poata
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met our fellow worshippers over coffee and cakes. 
Many of the families had been living for generations 
in Rotoroa, while others were first generation arrivals 
from Britain. All were most welcoming.    

Two weeks later, we attended a service at St. John’s 
Anglican Church in Invercargill, at the very south 
of New Zealand’s South Island. The minister was a 
Canadian, Revd. Paul Grippin (see inset) and we were 
made to feel at home among what appeared to be a 
tight-knit and dedicated congregation. Many of our 
fellow-worshippers had come to church straight from an all-night sponsored 
walk that raised a very impressive sum of money for the fight against cancer. 
A few days later, we attended a Bach organ recital at St. Paul’s Cathedral 

in Dunedin, one of New 
Zealand’s “Scots” towns 
(Dunedin is the Celtic name 
for Edinburgh), while in 
Christchurch Cathedral we 
participated (silently) in a 
choral evensong, sung by 
the large Cathedral choir. 
At the other end of the 
scale, we visited a number 
of tiny wooden churches in 
remote parts of the country 

that held a service once a month only. A 
highlight of our trip was a visit to a Chris-
tian garden (see front cover), but this will 
have to wait to a future issue!  

St. John’s in Invercargill

Revd. Paul Grippin
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New Verger ...

The responsibilities of the Verger are by and large underes-
timated by those not closely involved in the day-to-day life 

of the church. Simply put, the Verger is the Church housekeeper 
who ensures that our Church is a worthy house of God: that it 
is in top condition, clean, tidy and fully stocked with the dif-
ferent items required for our services. It is the Verger’s duty to 
check that the hymn books are in good condition, and to make 
any necessary repairs; to count the congregation and making 
sure that the officiating priest knows the approximate number 
of communicants; buying the altar bread and candles; ensur-
ing the laundering of altar cloths; arranging for the servicing 
of the boiler; polishing the brass and attending weddings—to 
name just a few of the diverse tasks of the Verger. 

For nearly 18 years, Ann Wanzenböck served as the Christ Church Verger, 
until she decided (some three years ago!) that the moment had come for 
her to retire and have more time for herself. She takes with her the immense 
gratitude of the entire congregation as well as best wishes for her future. Sean 
Nield has been appointed as the new Verger, and will assume his duties on 
1 April. Sean is well known among the Christ Church community, both as a 
regular member of the congregation and as a member of the brass quintet 
Brassissimo that has performed in the British Embassy and in the Church 
itself, in order to raise funds for the renovation of the crypt. Sean settled in 
Austria in 2005 after 24 years in the army, much of the time spent outside 
his native Britain. He knew, and liked, Austria from holidays spent in this 
country and although he had no intention of putting down roots, a final visit 
to Vienna and the offer of a job convinced 
him to make his home here. 

Assigned to the Army Air Corps, during his 
last five years, Sean was responsible for 
running the band and organizing musical 
engagements. He has played the trombone 
since the age of 11. Sean’s time will now 
be divided between serving as the Christ 
Church Verger, performing with Brassis-
simo and undertaking renovation assign-
ments. When asked what he saw as his 
greatest challenge in taking over the office 
of Verger, he replied “trying to follow in 
Ann’s footsteps”!  
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... Old Crypt

Those who visited the “old” crypt 
will recall the slightly damp 

odour, the crumbling paintwork, 
the assortment of floor-mats and 
the curtains and bookshelves that 
added to the general mustiness. Not 
that most of the visitors to the crypt 
objected: the youngest members 
of the Sunday School enjoyed their 
Sunday mornings, while in the past 
the somewhat decrepit surroundings 
did not detract from the Maundy 
Thursday one hour watch.

The imperative to renovate the crypt 
was, however, not simply cosmetic. 
The old crypt lacked an emergency 
exit—particularly necessary since 
the boiler is located in the crypt. 
The plaster work needed attention, 
and there was an urgent need for 
lockable storage space. Herbert 
Stenzenberger, who had overseen 
the renovation of the church itself, 
agreed to do the work, together with 
Sean Nield. The floor was tiled, walls 
plastered and painted and part of 
the chapel converted into a storage 
space. The Holy Spirit Chapel will be 
used for individual confessions, the 
keeping of the reserve sacraments or 
on special occasions when a small 
space is adequate. The question of 
an emergency exit was cunningly ad-
dressed by Herbert who is converting 
the old coal shoot (behind the door 
in the bottom picture). The walls are 
still rather bare but once the paint 
dries, the new crypt will doubtless 
be an airy, dry and comforable venue 
for special events. 

before ...

... after

The new Holy Spirit Chapel

Easter in the new crypt
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Guest speaker Carla Amina Baghajati, Spokesperson for the Islamic 
Community in Austria, gave an illuminating talk at the end of January 

to members of Christ Church on the development of Islam in Austria. She 
started with its beginnings in 1912 during the time of the Austro-Hungarian 
monarchy, leading through to the present day. 

Austro-Hungary was a melting pot of different nations, which explains 
why Bosnians account for many Muslims in Austria today. Together with 
the Turkish community, they make up the bulk of the Muslim population 
in this country. The Muslims living in Austro-Hungary were recognised 

by law as a religious community in their own right in 1912; a very practical 
measure as it enabled them to practice their religion in public. This laid the 
foundation for a slow, but steady integration process that is still under way 
in Austria today, interrupted by the two World Wars. 

Following a large influx of Muslims in the 1960s, a further important step-
ping-stone on the way to integration was the establishment of a Constitution 
for an Islamic Religious Authority which became legally effective in 1979. In 
1971, Muslims accounted for 0.2 per cent of the Austrian population. The 
go-ahead for religious instruction at Austrian state schools was given in 
1982/83, and in 1998 the Muslim community received its own institution 
for the teaching of Islam (the “Islamische Religionspädagogische Akademie” 
– Islamic Religious-Pedagogic Academy), which now has university status. 
A further facility at the disposal of Muslims living in Vienna is the Islamic 
Centre at the Neue Donau. There are today 60 official places of worship 
for Muslims in Austria.  

A salient point made by Ms. Baghajati in her talk is that Islam incorporates 
a dynamic process, driven by various religious, social and cultural elements 

such as the Sharia (this name for the 
system of Islamic law means “way”), 
the Koran (lifelong learning), the 
role of women in society today, and 
the importance of dialogue. Indeed, 
Islam opens the way for dialogue, for 
instance enabling disputes between 
men and women to be settled. The 
Koran gives as much prominence 
to women as it does to men; it is a 
woman’s responsibility to correct a 
man, while a man is responsible for 

Islam in Austria Today 
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the finances and the family’s security. The role of the Muslim 
woman in society has changed: women are very independ-
ent today after being more protected in previous centuries, 
so here too there is a dynamic. The dynamic is reflected also 
in the generations: a Muslim mother-in-law is quite likely 
not to have worn a headscarf in the 1960s while dancing to 
Western music, now the situation has changed. 

Having said this, what is the situation regarding the integra-
tion of the Muslim community in Austria? The integration 
process commenced at the end of the 1980s/early 1990s 
through the gradual development of an infrastructure based 
on the Islamic Religious Authority. We now have the second and third gen-
erations of the original Muslim immigrants who mostly came to Austria as 
“Gastarbeiter”—immigrant workers —under the Kreisky Government in the 
1960s. These younger generations naturally have a different perception of life 
in Austria, and as fluent German speakers, they are showing a genuine inter-
est in more effective integration whilst trying to find their own identity.  

The key integration issues for Ms. Baghajati are education and labour. She 
stressed that in the area of education one needs a pragmatic approach, 
not a political programme. Some progress has already been made in the 
educational field, and it remains to be seen what will be achieved on the 
labour front. 

Like the dynamic of Islam, integration, inextricably linked with the search 
for identity, is also a dynamic process and initiatives are taking place at 
different levels on both sides. One example cited by Ms. Baghajati was the 
“Herausforderung Integration” (Integration – a Challenge) initiative in the 
form of a policy document drawn up at the beginning of 2008 by the Aus-
trian representatives of the Lutheran, Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox 
churches, and of Vienna’s Jewish Community and the Islamic Religious 
Authority.

There are 400,000 Muslims living in Austria today, and the number is grow-
ing. No one will deny that this presents a challenge, both for the Muslim 
community and for Austria, the host country. Among the many attributes of 
Islam, it is the discipline of its adherents which plays a key role. And coupled 
with the moderate stance to which the Islamic community in Austria has 
committed itself, this may help us all to meet this challenge in a spirit of 
mutual respect and understanding.

A talk by Carla Amina Baghajati
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The Christ Church Library is 
growing! A generous dona-

tion by a publisher and another 
generous donation by a member 
of Christ Church has added 37 
new and lightly used books to the 
library in the Centre. These have all 
been catalogued and placed on the 
shelves (top, right-hand side) and 
are ready to be checked out.

There are Christian classics: Revela-
tions of Divine Love by Julian of Nor-
wich, The Interior Castle by St. Teresa 
of Avila and The Cloud of Unknowing. 
There are biographies: Teilhard de 
Chardin by Robert Speaight. There is 
a series of Bible commentaries on the 
Gospels, Acts, and Romans. Works 
on prayer include The Celtic Way of 
Prayer by Esther de Waal; Praying 
With Paul by Tom Smail, Embracing 
God's World: Prayers for the Yearning 
Heart by Joyce Huggett, and Ponder 
These Things: Praying with Icons of 
the Virgin by Archbishop Rowan 
Williams.

Reference works, such as The Penguin 
Dictionary of Saints or Chambers Dic-
tionary of Beliefs and Religions or Con-

temporary Religions: 
A World Guide can 
be used in the li-

brary to check 
a fact or find 

an unfamiliar 
reference. A 
concordance, 
C r u d e n ' s 
Complete Con-

cordance To the Old and New Testa-
ments, rounds out the new crop of 
reference works.
Growing Leaders: Reflections on 
Leadership, Life and Jesus by James 
Lawrence and The Hands and Feet 
of Jesus by Stephen Rand discuss 
various models of living out one's 
Christianity. Four works on Angli-
canism examine the Anglican tra-
dition: Anglicanism: The Answer to 
Modernity, Anglicanism: A Very Short 
Introduction, The Essential Guide to the 
Anglican Communion, and The Church 
of England.

Three different Bible reading guides 
lead the reader through various 
seasons: Journey to Jerusalem: Bible 
Readings from Ash Wednesday to Easter 
Sunday by David Winter, When the 
Time Was Right: Bible Readings for 
the Advent Season by Stephen Rand, 
and Every Day With Jesus: One Year 
Devotional by Selwyn Hughes. Other 
works include: The Road to Emmaus 
by Helen Julian, Iona—God's Energy 
by Norman Shanks, Journeying in 
Faith; In and Beyond the Tough Places 
by Alan Jamieson, Windows of the 
Soul by Ken Gire, The Coming of 
the Cosmic Christ by Matthew Fox, 
Sharing the Darkness by Sheila Cas-
sidy and Belonging to the Universe by 
Fritjof Capra. On order and soon to 
appear on the library shelves: two 
works by Michael Mayne, former 
Dean of Westminster, and an aid to 
composing intercessions. In short, 
we hope there is something here for 
everyone.

A Good Read
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The following book review by Otto Friedrich of the weekly 
newspaper Die Furche was translated into English by 

Katherine Asfaw. The book The Dawkins Delusion: Atheist Fun-
damentalism and the Denial of the Divine is written by Alister 
McGrath with Joanna Collicutt McGrath, and published by 
SPCK Publishing (2007). 

Richard Dawkins, a British evolutionary biologist and anti-
religionist, spurred the heated argument between “theists” of 
all types and newly inflamed atheism in his bestseller “The 
God Delusion” (2006, see Furche 14/2007). It is significant 
that this acrimonious dissent has developed around the 
theory of evolution and that the argument has been carried 
out mainly in the USA and the English speaking world with 
great verve, particularly since it is there that a fight is raging 
between ‘Creationists’ and ‘Darwinists’, a fight that thus far 
has passed by (continental) Europe.

A prominent counter-book to Dawkins’ The God Delusion has also come 
from the English speaking world: the Anglican theologian Alister McGrath, 
together with his wife Joanna Collicutt McGrath, have called Dawkins to 
account with the argumentatively superior The Dawkins Delusion. In view of 
the numerous open flaws in Dawkins’ reasoning, according to which God 
and religion are a delusion, they postulate an “atheist fundamentalism” for 
which Dawkins has fallen. McGrath can draw on unlimited resources, as 
the Professor for Historical Theology at Oxford University, he was himself 
once an atheist scientist. McGrath’s completely comprehensible underlying 
view is: Dawkins’ reasoning against God and religion does not stand up to 
those scientific criteria for which he himself is taking credit. An easy task 
for McGrath, but a concise help for all those who want to sharpen their 
arguments against brash neo-atheism. There is no need for alarm that Mc-
Grath is resident in the Protestant wing of the Anglican Church, because he 
attacks Dawkins only with Dawkins’ own weapons. Anyway, McGrath does 
not care for creationism, nor for followers of “intelligent design”, whose 
ideas he also criticises.

The Dawkins Delusion?

Die Furche is an intellectual weekly Austrian newspaper, first published 
in 1945, that covers social, political, cultural, religious and economic 
issues. It aims to broaden its readers’ horizons rather than providing 
fast news. Its website is: www.furche.at - well worth a visit!

W
ritten by O

tto Friedrich and published in 
D

ie Furche, translated by Katherine A
sfaw
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April 2008 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
19.00 Lima Liturgy

Fifth Sunday of Easter

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist With Baptism
 Sunday School and Crèche
11.15 Extraordinary General Meeting

8

Fourth Sunday of Easter

1

Third Sunday of Easter

Sunday Monday Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

Sixth Sunday of Easter

6

13

20

27 28

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong. Preacher Pater 
 Franz Tree SDS

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche

29

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings
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10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir practice 

5

25

18

4

11

    

26

18.30 Sunday School  
 Meeting
19.00 Choir practice   

09.30 Holy Communion

17

2

9

16

3

10

 09.30 Holy Communion

23 24

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Council Meeting

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

10.00 Toddlers Group 

19.00 Prayer Ministry

10.00  Toddlers Group

18.30 Reading Group:  
 Embers by 
 Sandor Marai 
19.00 Choir practice

19.00 Choir practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

30
 09.30 Holy Communion

St. MarkSt. George

19.00 Quiz evening at  
 the Readings

 10.00 Sung Eucharist   
 with Confirmation
 Confirmant and
 Celebrant:    
 Bernard Heitz

Ascension Day
1 may

19.30 Taizé Service
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Starting on Tuesday, 1 April, there will be a series of five evenings on the subject 
Well-known and lesser known Hymn Writers. All the authors are represented in 
the New English Hymnal. Knowing something about the life and times of each 
poet helps us to understand more fully the message they wanted to put over. 
Discussions will be led by Laura Fairburn. Please come at 18.30 for a 19.00 
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This year's Barn Dance will take place on 17 May and once again we not only 
welcome, but need, helpers - to set things up on the day itself and to clear up 
on the Sunday. Please contact Nikki Hertford-Scheiber if you can spare a few 
hours on either of those days. Thank you!

It is with great pleasure that I can announce that Bishop Bernhard Heitz will 
preside and preach at our Ascension Day service in 1 May. On that day a mem-
ber of the Ljubljana congregation, Jennifer Dorroh will be confirmed. She was 
baptised with her two boys by Aileen when she visited Ljubljana in February. 
Please pray for her as she prepares for confirmation and for Bishop Heitz as 
he conducts the service.

The next meeting of the Prayer Ministry team is on Wednesday 9 April at 
19.00. New members are welcome. Please contact the Chaplain if you are 
interested in joining. At our April meeting we will be looking at an address 
given by the Archbishop of Canterbury on Prayer. He writes, “If all prayer is 
trying to listen to God we have to remember that the God that we are seeking 
to meet is a person, and we come into a personal presence. And that means 
of course, that praying is about a great deal more than words in the same way 
that personal presence is about a great deal more than words. The Word of 
God—the way God communicates—is by being God, by being himself; so one 
of the primary tasks of any kind of prayer is ‘How do I let God be God?’  ‘How 
do I empty my mind and heart, not so as to confront a kind of void but so that 
the personal presence of God can come in?’ And words are part of that, but 
only a very small part.”

Once again our church will be participating in the Lange Nacht der Kirchen on 
Friday, 30 May. Please join in the evening’s activities to welcome visitors to 
our church and to enjoy the evening’s programme with fellow members of 
Christ Church, Vienna.

A
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Iz The Readings are hosting a bring ‘n share quiz evening on Friday, 11 

April, starting 19.00. Anyone who would like to join should call Philip on 
0676/9392969.
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Members of the congregation are invited to join in a celebration of the Lima 
Liturgy on Sunday 20 April, 1900 hours at Christ Church. Those attending will 
be from an inter-denominational group of Roman Catholics and Protestants. 
The celebrant and preacher will be the Chaplain. The service will be in Ger-
man. Light refreshments will be served in the Church Centre after the service 
followed by a time for questions and answers.

The Lima Liturgy is a Eucharistic (Holy Communion) service expressing, in 
one possible liturgical form, the ecclesiological convergence on the Eucharist 
reached in the Faith and Order text Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry (BEM). 
It is so named because it was first used at the Faith and Order Plenary Com-
mission meeting in Lima, Peru in 1982 - the meeting which approved BEM for 
transmission to the churches for an official response.

There will be an extraordinary general meeting on Sunday, 13 April after the 
10 o’clock service to receive the audited accounts for 2007. The agenda and 
the audited accounts for that meeting will be sent to members of the church 
by post.

Bishop John Okoro was made a Bishop on Saturday 2 February. He succeeds 
Bishop Heitz as the Old Catholic Bishop in Austria. He will coming to Christ 
Church on Sunday 29 June to celebrate and preach at the 10 o’clock service. 
Bishop John is an Austrian with a Nigerian background. He trained as both a 
priest and a psycho-therapist.
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The 2008 Retreat will take place from 13 to 15 June. The theme is “You, me 
and God”. It gives me pleasure to announce that Sister Frances Dominica, an 
Anglican nun, will lead this year’s retreat at the Benedictine Monastery of Göt-
tweig. Sister Frances is well known in the United Kingdom and beyond for her 
work within the hospice movement. Anyone interested should register with 
Andrew Rooke on 01-203 2893 as soon as possible, as the number of places 
remaining is very limited. 

This month we are reading Embers by Márai Sándor. We will meet at 18.30 to 
discuss the book. Newcomers welcome. This is a book about friendship and is 
set in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. It was first published in 1942.
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This is the final instalment in 
a three-part series by Christ 
Church historian Fred Gruber 
on recent Austrian history. The 
series was inspired by events 
leading up to the Annexation of 
Austria by Germany in 1938 

Austria held local elections in 
October 1932. By that time 

Hitler was well on the way to 
power in Germany and Austria was 
suffering from economic depression 
and massive unemployment. The 
Nazis, who had failed to obtain a 
single seat in the Government of 
1930, increased their share of the 
votes cast in the 1932 elections in 
some constituencies fivefold. 

The threat of a strong Nazi repre-
sentation in any future Government 
is often given as the reason why Dr. 
Dollfuss did not ask for a dissolu-
tion of  the “hung parliament” of 4 
March 1933 and a general election. 
He now had to rely on Starhemberg’s 
Heimatschutz and on Mussolini’s Italy, 
for support. 

The leadership of the Socialists still 
hoped in vain for a political solu-
tion, but Dollfuss was determined to 
neutralize them by disbanding the 
Schutzbund on 15 March and subject-
ing the Arbeiterzeitung to censorship. 
On 10 May the government called a 
halt to all further elections to the diets 
and local councils thus suspending 
established democratic rights. Finally 
the wording of the obligatory oath of 
allegiance was changed from “to the 

republic” to “to the President and the 
appointed Government”. This meant 
direct rule.

On 13 May the German Minister 
Frank visited Austria. Speaking at a 
Nazi rally in Graz, he called Austria 
an “associate” German State and 
exhorted Austrians to get rid of the 
government—clear interference with 
Austria’s internal affairs. He was con-
sequently expelled from the country. 
The Nazis then resorted to terrorism 
causing extensive damage to public 
property, the railways and Jewish 
shops with fatalities. On 19 June a 
hand grenade attack on a group of 
Christian gymnasts finally led to the 
suppression of the NSDAP (Nation-
alsozialistiche Deutsche Arbeiter 
Partei) in Austria.

The Road to the Anschluss (III)
by

 F
re

d 
G

ru
be

r



21

In October 1933 the Socialists held 
their party convention, resolving that 
under certain conditions a General 
Strike would be their last resort in 
defence of democracy. The Heimats-
chutz, encouraged by Mussolini now 
pressed for the total elimination of 
the Social Democrats. In February 
1934 Major Fey, one of the leaders 
of the Heimatschutz, publicly an-
nounced that this issue was about 
to be finally settled, which could only 
mean by force

Although the Socialist leadership was 
in disarray, when on 12 February 
the police, the Bundesheer and the 
Heimatschutz moved in to disarm 
the Schutzbund, they were met by 
armed resistance. First in Linz, then 
in Vienna, where most of the action 
centred around the various council 
tenements like the famous Karl Marx 
Hof. There was no effective general 
strike, Heavy fighting occurred in 
the industrial regions around Bruck 
in Styria and around Steyr in Up-
per Austria The government did not 
shrink from the use of artillery. It was 
nearly all over by 14 February. 

Nevertheless the Austrian Socialists 
could justifiably claim to have been 
the only party of the Left which in 
defence of democracy had offered 
armed resistance against one of the 
fascist regimes prevailing before 
WWII in all European countries 
east of the Rhine and south of the 
Alps with the exception of Czecho-
slovakia. 

On 1 May 1934 Dollfuss proclaimed 
the “Ständestaat”, a representation 
comprising of medieval guilds and 
corporations based on the Pope’s 
Enzyklika Quadragesimo Anno. 
introducing Conservative Political 
Catholicism into every sphere of life 
in Austria. Nevertheless, in April 
1938, the bishops encouraged their 
flock to vote `yes’ for the Anschluss 
and Hitler’s Germany.

The Nazis now thought that their 
time had come to take over and 
staged a well planned rebellion on 
25 July 1934 during which they man-
aged to storm the chancellery. Dr. 
Dollfuss was shot whilst trying to get 
away and was left to bleed to death 
without a priest or doctor. Their 
attempt to take over the broadcast-

Rebellion, Dictatorship, Capitulation

Engelbert D
olfuß

ð
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ing station failed. There was heavy 
fighting in Styria and Carinthia for 
several days. German intervention 
was foiled by Mussolini mobilizing  
his troops on Austria’s border. The 
uprising was put down by the army 
and Starhemberg’s Heimatschutz. 
Many of the defeated Nazis fled to 
Germany. Hitler, defeated, denied 
any involvement.

Dr. Kurt Schuschnigg, the new chan-
cellor had to pick up the pieces. The 
fate of Austria now depended on the 
attitudes of Great Britain, France and 
Italy. On 27 September their foreign 
ministers issued a declaration at 
the League of Nations acknowledg-
ing the independence of Austria. In 
April 1935 it had become clear that 
the German rearmament threatened 
Austria’s independence and when 
meeting at Stresa in Italy they recon-
firmed their interest in maintaining 
its integrity. 

In reality this protection depended 
on Italy and lasted only as long as 
Mussolini was opposed to Hitler. 
The break came in October when 
Mussolini, in his folly to found a new 
Roman Empire, decided to invade 
Abyssinia (Ethiopia). When sanc-
tions were imposed on the aggressor 
by the League of Nations, Austria 
voted with Italy against this resolu-
tion. Alienated Italy left the League 
and turned towards Germany. Hitler 
grasped this chance to form the Axis 
Rome Berlin. Austria had become 
dispensable.

Dr. Kurt v. Schuschnigg had prob-
lems. His authoritarian regime still 
tied to Italy did not meet with much 
sympathy in England or France. 
His own party resisted a reconcili-
ation with the Left, the only way to 
strengthen Austria’s independence. 
In a brave attempt Patriotism was 
revived with the support of the 
Monarchists and incidentally by the 
underground Communist party.
Under pressure, agreements were 
concluded with Hitler’s Germany 
in the hope that a modus vivendi 
might be found. However every one 
of these increased the influence of 
the Nazis, whose sole aim was the 
Anschluss. 

The Western Powers, which had not 
intervened when Hitler reoccupied 
the Rhineland in flagrant breach of 
the peace treaty, were not prepared 
to risk a conflict over Austria, in spite 
of their former declarations. Black-
mailed by Hitler at Berchtesgaden in 
February 1938 to appoint the Nazi 
Seyss-Inquart to the ministry of 
the interior he had opened a flood 
gate to Nazi activities. A despairing 
Schuschnigg now tried to rally all 
opponents of Nazism and called for 
a plebiscite on Austria’s independ-
ence. Hitler, fearing defeat, issued an 
ultimatum to call it off. Schuschnigg 
capitulated and resigned. On 12 
March 1938 the German soldiers 
marched in. Little did they know 
that they were already on the way 
to Prague, Warsaw, Moscow and to 
their end at Stalingrad
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On 8 March, Christina 
and Mike Stevens 

again opened their beau-
tiful home for the music-
lovers of Christ Church. 
In what has become an 
extremely popular move-
able feast on the Church 
social  calendar,  the 
House Concert featured 
talented, and for the large 
part professional, musi-
cians and vocalists who 
offered their time and 
talent in support of our church. Some were well-known to the audience: the 
Church Choir, Johanna Reuss-Cabili (soprano), Christoph Wutscher (choir-
master and baritone), Ingrid Sweeney (violin), Richard Lammiman (guitar) 
and Lourenco Finatti (piano), while two youngsters, 8-year old Alexander Li 
and 15-year old Aurelia Finatti, enthralled listeners with their individual per-
formances on the piano of Mozart, Chopin and Debussy. Another newcomer 
was cellist Rina Kacinari who joined Laurenço on the piano and Ingrid on 
the violin in a Beethoven trio. Richard Lammiman’s wife, Martina Claussen 
gave a magnificent rendition of three Lieder by Brahms, accompanied by 
her husband on the classical guitar. Once again, the audience welcomed the 
opportunity to join in a few songs at the end of the concert before tucking 
into a delicious buffet of finger foods. Many thanks to our gracious hosts, 
Mike and Christina, for a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon. 

An afternoon of music
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A  regular series of short articles that focus on differ-
ent parts of the worldwide church each month; bring-
ing news as well as a prayer of or for the area concerned. 

CUBA

Cuba, the largest island and coun-
try in the Caribbean, was brought 

into the spotlight recently by Fidel 
Castro’s resignation as President. He 
led a one-party state since the fall of 
the US-backed Batista dictatorship in 
1959, making him the world’s long-
est ruling head of State. His brother 
Raúl became Cuba’s new president 
on 23 February 2008. Fidel exercised 
control over virtually all aspects of 
Cuban life through the Communist 
Party and its affiliated mass organi-
sations, the government bureaucracy 
and the state security apparatus, 
and so many hope for change.

Cuba was home to the Taino and 
Ciboney peoples before they were 
wiped out following the arrival of 
Christopher Columbus in 1492 and 
the ensuing Spanish Conquest. The 
island became an important asset 
for Spain, which brought in African 
slaves to work the coffee and sugar 
plantations. US intervention during 
the Spanish-American War in 1898 
finally overthrew Spanish rule. In-
dependence came in 1902, although 
the US maintains a perpetual lease 
on Guantánamo Bay. This is home 
to the largest harbour on the island, 
surrounded by steep hills, creating an 
enclave. Cuba considers the US pres-
ence illegal, especially since 2002 
when the area became home to the 
controversial US detention camp.

Shortages of basic foodstuffs and 
medicines, and poor public transport 
are regular features of daily life for 
ordinary Cubans. The state provides 
basic rations of food; education and 
health are free, and good by regional 
standards; utilities are subsidised 
heavily and most, if they do not own 
their houses, pay little or no rent. 
Nevertheless only those few with 
regular access to foreign currency 
can achieve a reasonable standard 
of living and ownership of cars and 
freedom to travel are extremely lim-
ited. Many experts agree that there 
will be important changes in the 
country in the short-term, but peo-
ple are anxious to know if these will 
improve or worsen their precarious 
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Information compiled  from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. Vickers, from whom further 
information may be available.  Contact her by Email at: mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.uk  ‘World 
Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Christians 
Aware’ (www.christiansaware.co.uk)  Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer 
letters, sermons, etc, but wider use needs permission from Mary Vickers who owns the copyright.



situation. Unofficial reports suggest 
that significant economic measures 
can be expected, as well as more 
flexible mechanisms for travelling 
abroad and the lifting of a number 
of prohibitions, but many watch and 
wait with mixed feelings of both fear 
and hope.

There was strict control of all church 
activities and repression of religious 
freedom in earlier years of Commu-
nist rule, but since 1990 the degree 
of pressure has lessened. The 1992 
constitution declared Cuba ‘secular’ 
and discrimination against Chris-
tians, illegal. In practice, however, 
periodic harassment has still been 
reported. The government is said 
to be more favourable to the 22 
denominations associated with the 
Cuban Council of Churches (founded 
in 1941), whilst other denominations 
have had a more difficult time. 
Roman Catholicism was never as 
strong in Cuba as in other Latin 
American countries, but even so, 
the Catholic Church has been one of 
the few non-State organisations with 
limited national influence. Christmas 
had been made an illegal holiday in 
1969, but was reinstated as a public 
holiday in 1997 in honour of Pope 
John Paul II’s impending visit. Cuba 

has never had a very high church at-
tendance, but numbers are thought 
to have slowly increased in recent 
years, and some new denominations 
have come into being. In 2005, the 
government introduced legislation 
directing all house churches to regis-
ter with the authorities; and in Janu-
ary 2002, the Cuban Government 
authorised the founding of a Greek 
Orthodox Church in Havana. 

The ‘Iglesia Episcopal de Cuba’ is a 
single extra-provincial diocese un-
der the ecclesiastical authority of a 
Metropolitan Council. Currently, the 
Rt. Revd. Miguel Tamayo-Zaldivar 
serves as the interim Bishop of Cuba, 
alongside being Bishop of Uruguay. 
Bishop Miguel is a native Cuban 
who moved to Uruguay to serve as a 
missionary. On 6 February 2007, the 
Revd Canon Nerva Cot Aguilera and 
the Ven Ulises Mario Aguero Prendes 
were both appointed suffragan bish-
ops of the ‘Iglesia Episcopal de Cuba’ 
to carry out pastoral oversight under 
the direction of Bishop Miguel, and 
were consecrated on 10 June 2007. 
Bishop Cot is the first woman ap-
pointed a bishop in Latin America. 
The Episcopal Church of Cuba cur-
rently has 22 priests, 9 parishes, 28 
congregations and 43 missions.
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Todd Becker, an active member and Reader in the Anglican church 
in Zagreb, has been honoured with a human rights award from the 

Croatian Helsinki Human Rights Organization (HHO), the oldest and larg-
est human rights organization in Croatia. It is the first time the HHO has 
presented any of its awards to a non-Croatian citizen. It was presented 
by the Prime Minister of Croatia, Dr. Ivo Sanader, in recognition of Todd’s 

seven years as Deputy Head of the OSCE Mission to Croatia promoting and 
protecting human rights in Croatia (OSCE is the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, the 56 nation security organization based in Vienna). 

The work involved furthering and supporting the development of governmen-
tal and non-governmental offices, institutions and organizations to ensure 
human rights development,  and working with the government,  parliament, 
NGO’s, political parties and minority groups  to strengthen the legal frame-
work for human rights, particularly minority rights, in Croatia.  Todd says 
“The award, given to me for my personal work also reflects the extensive 
successful work of the OSCE Mission as a whole in all of these areas.  The 
guiding principle for all my work is the life and teachings of Jesus.”

Mr Becker was born in Washington D.C. but lived in Europe for most of his 
adult life, working for a total of 43 years in the United States diplomatic 
service and OSCE. His participation in the Diocese in Europe includes 
ministry as Reader in St. Boniface Anglican Church at Bonn, Germany, the 
Anglican Church in Athens, Greece where he was Reader in charge of Kifis-

sia chapel. For the past eight years he has 
served as reader in St. Joseph’s Chapel, 
Zagreb, Croatia (part of Chaplaincy of 
Vienna). The Zagreb congregation is 
primarily made up of English speaking 
expatriates, diplomats and business 
people. Weekly worship at St. Joseph’s 
Chapel in the Jesuit Training Academy in 
Zagreb includes Morning Prayer 3 or 4 
times monthly and Eucharist about once 
a month celebrated by the Vienna based 
clergy or a locum. The Croatian Prime Minister congratulating Mr. Becker (lt.) 

on his award

Award for Todd Becker

The following article appeared in the European Anglican, 
the quarterly magazine of the Church of England in Eu-
rope shortly before Todd Becker returned to the United 
States after completion of his assignment in Zagreb.
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LETTER BOX

Third Man Film Museum
Your readers might be interested to 
learn that our own Phil Beckley, and 
his wife, can be seen on a continu-
ously running video in the Third Man 
Film Museum at Pressgasse 25 in 
the 4th bzk, near the Naschmarkt. 
They have recently been interviewed 
by the very enthusiastic owners of 
this fairly new museum, about their 
memories of Vienna during the al-
lied occupation between 1945 and 
1950.
If anyone would like to see this 
video, and the rest of the museum, 
then it is open Saturdays only (other 
times by special arrangement) from 
14.00 to 18.00hrs at a cost of 7.5E 
(red,6E/4E). The museum has lots of 
memorabilia about the film, includ-
ing the beaten-up zither of Anton 
Karas, plus his more glossy zithers 
from a later period after the 3rd 
Man Theme had made him famous.
If there is sufficient interest I would 
be happy to arrange a guided tour in  
English—or Japanese!  David Hope

The Chaplain has some good news to announce:

Manfred Reiter and Anneliese Schäfer will marry 
at Christ Church on Saturday, 24 May. 

Please keep them in your prayers.

 Crackers for all Seasons
My daughter, Christina Fritz, is ven-
turing to make Christmas crackers 
known in Austria and is taking the 
idea of crackers a step further. In 
addition to the familiar Christmas 
items, she can provide crackers for 
special occasions, ranging from 
dinner parties to weddings. There 
is a special selection for children 
too including “Pirates” or “Magical 
Crackers”. 
The crackers can be personalized for 
the particular event and combined 
with place cards etc. They are hand-
crafted and there is a wide choice of 
colour and style to suit the occasion 
and colour scheme. The crackers can 
contain streamers, confetti, choco-
lates and other gifts, both useful and 
unusual; of course anyone wishing 
to provide the contents can order “fill  
your own” crackers. 
Full details are available at her web-
site:  www.partycracker.at or you can 
phone Christina on 0664-7885072.
     Nikki Hertford-Scheiber
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April 1 (Tues) Soundings continues

April 6 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong. Preacher: Pater Franz 
Tree SDS

April 10 (Thurs) 18.30 Sunday School meeting

April 11 (Fri) 19.00 Quiz Evening at the Readings

April 13 (Sun) 11.15 Extraordinary General Meeting after the 
10am service

April 16 (Wed) 19.00 Council meeting

April 17 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: ‘Embers’ by Sandor Marai

May 1 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day: Sung Eucharist and con-
firmation. Celebrant and preacher Bishop 
Bernhard Heitz

May 4 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

May 10 (Sat) Council Quiet Day ‘Faith and work’

May 16-17 Spring Book sale

May 17 (Sat) 16.00 Barn Dance at Himberg

May 30 (Fri) Lange Nacht der Kirchen

June 1 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist followed by Sunday School 
Picnic

June 13-15 Retreat at Stift Göttweig led by Sister Frances 
Dominica entitled ‘You, me and God’

June 16 (Mon) 19.00 Evening with Sister Frances Dominica at 
Christ Church

June 29 (Sun) 10.00 Bishop John Okoro to celebrate and preach

August 23 (Sat) Walking - Prein an der Rax

August 30 (Sat) Parish Outing

Sept. 11-15 Archdeaconry Synod, Corfu

Sept. 14 (Sun) Celebrant and preacher Dr Paul Kennedy

October 5 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving – Family Eucharist

Nov. 29 (Sat) Annual Bazaar

Nov. 30 (Sun)
Dec. 14 (Sun.)

10.00
10.00
18.00

Advent Carol Service
Sunday School Nativity
Nine Lessons and carols

Dates for your Diary

Date  time event
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Personal Ads

This space is reserved for members of the 
congregation to place private ads. Others 
will be asked to pay a small charge to help 
towards printing costs.

KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the 
piano if it were exciting, intelligent, 
refreshing and supporting? It can be 
all that and much more! From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners 
and beginners of any age, for you. 
KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio: simply 
different. Contact: Lourenço Finatti, 
0676/3323422 or finatti@utanet.at.

Magazine sharing
Would anyone like to have the monthly 
magazine Professional Engineering 
passed on to them? If so, please 
contact Fred Gruber, 370 3238

Babysitter available 
Experienced, reliable, child-loving 
babysitter (bilingual English/German) 
available evenings/weekends. Prefers 
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th districts. Tel: 718 5902.

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast 
and reliable, at affordable prices. 
Te l :  0 6 50 / 6 8 9  5 7 5 7   w w w.
computerdoctorvienna.com

Christian One Liners
 

Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited—until you try to  
 sit in their pews.
Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisors.
The good Lord didn’t create anything without a purpose, but 
 mosquitoes come close.
People are funny; they want the front of the bus, the middle of the road,  
 and the back of the  church.
Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.
Peace starts with a smile.
The Will of God never takes you to where the Grace of God will not  
 protect you.
God grades on the cross, not the curve.
God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.
If God is your co-pilot, swap seats!
Prayer: Don’t give God instructions—just report for duty!
The task ahead of us is never as great as the Power behind us.



 

Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:

Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

www.christchurchvienna.org




