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This month’s cover shows a detail of the painting 
of Marc Chagall (1887-1985) entitled ‘White  
Crucifixion’ and painted in 1938. Born a Jew, Cha-
gall painted a large number of Christian themes.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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The deadline for submissions for 
the April issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
March. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

I am preparing this March issue of Crossways before John 
and I leave for a long holiday in New Zealand on 31 Janu-
ary. The issue will be finalized and sent to print by Diana 
Lavnick, who is not a member of the congregation but who 
has attended Christ Church on special occasions. On behalf 
of the Crossways readership, many thanks Diana!

Easter comes particularly early this year on 23 March; 
the only other occasion in recent history on which it 
fell as early as 23 March was in 1913. Easter is an 
exciting time in the church. Unlike Christmas that cen-
tres on one, albeit momentous, event, there are many 
components of Easter, starting with Palm Sunday and 
extending through Holy Week to Easter Day and Easter 
Monday. There are a range of services at Christ Church, 
each of them with a particular significance; it would be 
a pity to miss any of them. 

For many of us, childhood memories of Easter will be 
indelibly linked with an overdose of chocolate, offered 
or received. I remember the excitement at Sunday 
School when we rolled a mixture of butter, cocoa and 
icing sugar into chocolate balls that were placed in 
hand-made paper baskets and proudly presented to 
parents on Easter morning. My own memories of the 
Easters of my childhood include a feeling of shame—the 
first time I recall experiencing that particular emotion. 
For some reason, it had been arranged that I spend a 
week with my grandparents over Easter. My grandfa-
ther was a devout Jew, who accepted, if not exactly 
welcomed, the fact that his grandchildren were being 
raised as Anglicans. I was about seven at the time—
old enough to know that Jews didn’t celebrate Easter 
but not wise enough simply to accept it—and I went 
into a sulk when I realised that I wouldn’t be going to 
church or getting any Easter eggs that year. On Easter 
morning my disappointment turned to contrition when 
my grandparents and, in the course of the day, many 
of their Jewish friends, presented me with Easter cards 
and more Easter eggs than a little girl could possibly 
eat. My grandmother took me the local church where 
I could sing There is a green hill far away at the top of 
my voice. This singing of this hymn was a precursor to 
Easter always making it very special. I trust that this 
Easter will be equally special for each of you. JC
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Easter is preceded by 
Holy Week. During 

Holy Week we not only 
remember the crucifix-
ion on Good Friday, but 
also the institution of 
the Eucharist and the 

washing of the disciples’ feet on 
Maundy Thursday. On Maundy 
Thursday Jesus gives the Church, 
the company of the baptised, one 
of its essential characteristics: the 
notion of service.

Andrea Breth (born 1952), a well-
known German theatre director, 
who was poised to direct Schiller’s 
Wallenstein at the Burgtheater be-
fore she became ill and is presently 
directing Motortown at the Akad-
emietheater, said in an interview 
for the magazine Bühne (January 
2008): I would like to point out 
that we directors and actors have 
a profession that should be char-
acterised by service (dienenden 
Beruf). The object of our profes-
sions isn’t to realise ourselves 
(i.e. as one ‘realises’ a project or 
a profit), rather it is a mandate to 
make a theatre play visible and 
audible (come alive). And not sim-
ply those things that come to the 
director’s mind. Nor should the 
director say that the play is bad, 
it must be improved. Why does 
he or she take on the play in the 
first place? Why doesn’t he or she 

just write their diary instead? But 
then I have to ask, ‘Would that be 
interesting?’

I was struck by these words by 
Andre Breth. I was struck by them 
because of her notion of service. 
Doesn’t the notion of service be-
long to the world of those who call 
themselves Christians? Isn’t that our 
commission? Jesus says in Luke’s 
Gospel, ‘I come among you as one 
who serves.’ (Luke 22.27) On the 
night that Jesus was betrayed he 
set an example. He invited the dis-
ciples to follow that example. ‘He 
rose from the table, laid aside his 
garments and taking a towel, tied it 
round him. Then he poured water 
into a basin, and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet. (John 13.4,5) Since 
that night Christians have sought 
to put service at the centre of their 
lives: the service of God, the service 
of our fellow human beings and the 
service of the world. The German 
word ‘Gottesdienst’ sums it up 
nicely. We are called to the service 
(Dienst) of God (Gott).

It is on Maundy Thursday that 
we focus on the central notion of 
service which is at the centre of 
our faith. The other time we do so 
is when men and women are made 
deacons. The office of the deacon 
is par excellence that of service. It 
is the foundation of the threefold 
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ministry of deacon, priest and 
bishop. Bishops in former times 
would wear under their chasubles 
the dalmatic (the liturgical garment 
of the deacon) to remind them that 
their foundational calling was that 
of servant and service. The ordina-
tion service says of the deacon: ‘A 
deacon is called to serve the Church 
of God’ because the Father sent his 
‘only Son Jesus Christ to take the 
form of a servant’; he came to serve 
and not be served; and taught us 
that he who would be great among 
us must be the servant of all’. (ASB 
pages 344 and 348)

As I said above, I was struck by 
Andrea Breth’s reminder first to her 
colleagues and then to actors that 
what they were about was service. 
They were there ‘to service’ a play—
to be its humble servants. This in my 
mind is not only a healthy attitude, 
but is also a way of being human 
and not only professional. Chris-

tians don’t have a monopoly on the 
notion of service. It should, how-
ever, permeate all we do. We live 
in a post-Christian society where 
the dominant metaphor, paradigm, 
leitmotif isn’t Christianity. My hope, 
however, is that the notion of service 
that Jesus brings and establishes in 
his disciples can also permeate our 
world today—and maybe in some 
unexpected places as well.

Be that as it may. You and I are 
called to service. We are called 
to wash one another’s feet. What 
might that actually mean? Can we 
place this notion of service at the 
heart of our Christian life which 
means placing it at the heart of 
our relationships? Can we take up 
this notion of service together with 
the cross of Christ so that it might 
be for us the way that leads to the 
fullness of life?

Maundy Thursday calls us to lay 
hold of Jesus’ example of service 
afresh. Being a Christian isn’t first 
and foremost about self-realisation, 
but about serving the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the Church that 
the world might have life in all its 
abundance.

Patrick Curran
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ruined monastery near the mas-
sive Egyptian temple of Abu Simbel, 
which towers over the waters of the 
Nile above the Aswan High Dam, an 
ancient Coptic prayer book was dug 
out of the sand. It included the text 
of a hymn which the Lord is said to 
have recited to his disciples as he 
contemplated his coming passion. 
The Cross on which he is to die is 
addressed as itself a living reality. 
Christ embraces the Cross and the 
Cross embraces him. The hymn (or 
prayer) runs as follows:

Rise up, O holy Cross, and lift me, 
O Cross. I shall mount upon you, 
O Cross. They shall hang me upon 
you as a witness to them. 
Receive me to yourself, O Cross, 
But be joyful, O Cross, Amen. 
I have put on the crown of the kingdom.

Go to a very different part of the 
world, to Ruthwell in southern Scot-

land, and there you find an ancient 
eighth century cross and on it is 
carved, in ancient runic lettering, 
part of a poem which we know as 
the Dream of the Vision of a Rood. 
Once again, the cross is personified 
and speaks of that moment when 
Christ was lifted up in suffering and 
as king. The young warrior – it was God 
Almighty – stalwart, resolute, stripped 
himself; climbed the high gallows, Gal-
lantly before the throng, resolved to 
loose Man’s bonds. Trembled I when this 
warrior embraced me, Yet durst I neither 
bow nor fall. I must needs stand fast. As 
a rood I was raised up, bearing a noble 
king…With dark nails they pierced me, 
leaving scars yet visible. 

These two ancient expressions of 
Christian devotion remind us of the 
centrality of the Cross for Christian 
faith. The Cross is seen from many 
angles—as a place of a criminal’s 
death, as a place of torture and suf-
fering, but yet as the place where a 
king is enthroned. When I am lifted 
up, says Jesus in St John’s Gospel, I 
will draw all men to myself. The word  
‘exaltation’ or ‘lifting up’ has a dou-
ble resonance—the physical lifting 
up on the cross, and the exaltation, 
even enthronement, of a king in 
triumph. Pontius Pilate nails over 
the head of Jesus a notice ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews’. With 
bitter irony Jesus is condemned for 
what he is, and not only the king of 
the Jews but the Lord of all the world. 
In incarnation God gave himself into 
the world he had created. He took 
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our human nature, our human expe-
rience, standing where we are. 

Where we are is in a fallen world, a 
world created as wonderfully good 
by God in all its richness, and yet a 
human world which is deeply flawed, 
scarred by evil, and the distortions of 
human desire. Jesus, we say, ‘takes 
away the sin of the world.’ Sin is the 
condition of apartness from God; it 
is what results from a choosing of 
self, rather than God, of the idolatry 
which gives other things than God 
our ultimate allegiance. The war 
and violence, abuse, and addiction, 
of which we are made so sharply 
aware day-by-day in news reports, 
are the landscape of this fallen and 
sinful world. Our human lives are 
also mortal lives, bounded by death, 
which comes at the end to us all, and 
which we know before it comes to us 
in the death of those whom we love. 
We know death in the death of re-
lationships, and the diminution and 
suffering of disease and the erosion 
of personality through dementias of 
various kinds. Jesus ‘takes away the 
sin of the world’ by entering into 
that reality. As St Paul writes to the 
Philippians, he emptied himself, taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the 

likeness of men. In that reaching out 
in humility, in that outpouring of 
love, the one who was in the form 
of God became humbler yet, he 
became obedient unto death even death 
on a cross. The incarnation reaches 
through cross and crucifixion, to the 
desolate emptiness of death. From 
beginning to end it is a work of love, 
and it is love of God that descends 
into hell, the place of the departed. I 
treasure a story told to us by Bishop 
Jack Nicholls, the Bishop of Sheffield, 
who asked a sixth-form girl where 
she thought Jesus was between Good 
Friday and Easter. She replied, after 
she had thought a little, ‘I think he 
was in deepest hell looking for his 
friend Judas.’ That is love’s redeem-
ing work, the love that stoops down 
to the very lowest part of our need, 
which bears the weight of sin and 
death. In St John’s imagery, the light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness 
is not able to blot it out.

Sin and death are not only destruc-
tive, but imprisoning powers. On 
Good Friday and Holy Saturday the 
light seems snuffed out; the love of 
God seems defeated and destroyed. 
The victors are those who seem 
powerful in the world—the corrupt 
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justice of an occupying power; the self-interest of religious 
leaders; the betrayal and desertion of friends. It is a world 
of no hope.

But the one who is the Lord and Giver of life, who has chosen 
to bear the weight of sin and to enter into our dying, is the one 
whose victory we celebrate at Easter. At Easter, something 
new and overwhelming and surprising happens. The cruci-
fied Lord is the one whom God raises—not to the old life, 
but to the life of the new creation, a new and transformed 
life. He catches others into that life—into the resurrection 
light—Magdalen in the garden; and the disciples in the 
locked room; and the sceptical Thomas; and Peter who 
had denied him and is told to feed his sheep; and the 
two disciples on the way to Emmaus, where the Lord is 
made known in the breaking of bread. He breathes out 
upon them, upon us, his life-giving Spirit. He creates 
his church, the first-fruits of this new creation. He 
who is Easter makes of you and me and all who seek 
to follow in his way of love, Easter people also. As 
Hopkins, the poet, says ‘Christ Easters in us’—for 
Easter is not just a noun about a past event, but a 
dynamic verb, a resonant life of love triumphant 

and victorious, which makes of our dying ‘the gate 
to life immortal’. In the light of Easter, we know why 
we ‘call this Friday “Good”.’ For as George Herbert 
put it in the first of his Easter poems.

The cross taught all wood to resound his name,
Who bore the same.

His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key
Is best to celebrate this most high day.

As I send you my blessing for this Holy Week and Easter, 
I pray that all in this Diocese may be renewed in the hope 
and joy that our Risen Lord invites us to both share and 
live. For we are indeed ‘Easter people and “Alleluia!’ is 
our song.’                Bishop Geoffrey of Gibraltar
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Something that has never failed 
to perplex me over the years is 

why Good Friday is an important 
holiday on the Protestant calendar, 
but is not a public holiday in all 
Roman Catholic countries. When I 
used to work in France, Protestants 
were allowed to take the day off on 
Good Friday, to the chagrin of their 
Roman Catholic colleagues, and 
the same is the case in Austria. In 
Sunday School, we were taught that 
after Christmas, Good Friday was the 
most holy of holy days. Fortunately, 
perhaps, it has managed to avoid 
the commercialism of other Christian 
holidays instigated by Hallmark et 
al. Perhaps it is only a matter of 
time before chocolate crosses and 
Good Friday greetings cards feature 
alongside Easter bunnies and Easter 
eggs in shop windows as soon as the 
Christmas decorations have been 
taken down.

The origin of the term “Good Friday” 
is a matter of speculation. Obviously 
the word “Good” must have been a 
corruption of something else; it is 
not an adjective Christians would 
choose to describe the day of the 
crucifixion. Since Fridays in general 
were fast days in the early years of 
Christianity, the word could have 
been given to distinguish “God’s” 
Friday—the day of the crucifixion—
from other Fridays. 

In fact, until the fourth century, Good 
Friday was not celebrated as the 
day of crucifixion but simply as a 
day of fasting. The day has different 
designations in different parts of 
the world. In German, “Karfreitag” 
means “Mourning Friday” (“Kar” 
is an obsolete word for “care” 
or “mourning”). In Armenia, it is 
called “High Friday”, in the Spanish 
and French speaking world “Holy 
Friday”, in Scandinavia “Long 
Friday”, in the Eastern Orthodox 
church “Great Friday”, in Russia 
“Passion Friday” and in China “Day 
of Christ’s suffering”. 

However it is known, there is no 
doubt that Good Friday, along with 
the Resurrection, is one of the most 
important events in Christianity. 
It is a day of mourning in church. 
During special Good Friday services, 
Christians meditate on Jesus’ 
suffering and death on the cross, 
and what this means for their faith. 
It is a time to grieve over the sin of 
man.

God’s Friday
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Strangely, Good Friday is a national 
holiday in predominantly Muslim 
Indonesia and in India it is a state 
holiday. In the Republic of Ireland, 
all restaurants and pubs are closed 
so that Roman Catholics can observe 
the fast prescribed by the church on 
Good Friday. South Africa prohibits 
the sale of alcohol on that day. 
Hong Kong, Canada, Brazil and 
Singapore are among a large number 
of countries than have also made 
Good Friday a national holiday. 
Horse-racing is banned in the United 
Kingdom on Good Friday.

In many Protestant churches, 
Good Friday observances begin 
at noon and last until 3 o’clock 
in the afternoon. This coincides 
with the hours—according to the 
scriptures—that Jesus was nailed 
to the cross. Services often include 
sermons on the last seven phrases 
that Jesus spoke while on the cross 
(see box). Other services include re-
enactments of the Passion according 
to the Gospel of John, processions 
of the Stations of the Cross, and the 
singing of appropriate hymns. 

Good Friday rituals and traditions 
are distinct from those of all other 
Church observances. The entire 
ceremony is sombre. Priests are 
dressed in black. The pulpit and the 
altar are bare, and no candles are lit. 
The purpose behind the solemnity is 
to create an awareness of grief over 
the sacrifice of God’s only begotten 
Son. In Christ Church, there will be a 

Good Friday Liturgy at 18.00, using 
the sacraments blessed the previous 
day. There are four aspects to the 
service: the ministry of the word 
with the passion gospel, the prayers, 
the proclamation of the cross and 
the ministry of the sacraments. The 
last aspect of the service reminds us 
that God ministers to us even in our 
darkest hour. 

Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. 
(Luke 23:34) 

Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.
(Luke 23:43) 

Woman, behold your son: 
behold your mother. 
(John 19:26-27)
 
Eloi Eloi lama sabachthani? 
(“My God, My God, why have 
you forsaken me?” 
Matthew 27:46 and Mark 
15:34) 

I thirst. 
(John 19:28)
 
It is finished. 
(John 19:30)
 
Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit. 
(Luke 23:46) 
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Interview with Isolde Pezet —Coordinator of the Prison Visiting Team

Isolde,  you took over 
coordination of prison 
visiting from the Revd. Sally 
Wells about five years ago. 
Does Christ Church have so 
many parishioners serving 
prison sentences?
As far as I know, no mem-
ber of the congregation has 
been in prison. The people 
we visit are not part of our 
community. They are almost 
all young African men who, 

often through no fault of their own, 
have fallen foul of the law. They are 
lonely, naive, sometimes confused 
as to why they are in prison, often 
unable to speak German and too 
ashamed to go back to their families 
in Africa. They are invariably gentle 
and polite with us, and when Mau-
rice [husband Maurice Pezet] was so 
ill, many sent cards to “Pappi” c/o 
the Church Office. 

Who is on the Prison Visiting 
team?
In addition to Maurice and myself, 
there is Aileen Hackl, Nikki Hert-
ford, Hyacinth Österlin and Patrick 
Knox-Peebles. Wendy Barrett joined 
us a year ago and does a great job 
coordinating when I am not avail-
able. Others have expressed an in-
terest, but failed to follow through. 
We do require a commitment on the 
part of volunteers and obviously 
not everyone is suitable. Hyacinth 
is a particularly valuable member 
of the team, since she is better able 
to relate to the young African men 

than we Europeans, even if she is 
from the Caribbean and not Africa! 
She calls them her “boys” and can 
talk to them on a level that might 
sound insulting if we were to do it. 
With her, they know it’s because she 
cares. She can also tell them of her 
own experiences and those of her 
brother as non-white people living 
in Austria. I am extremely disap-
pointed that no African parishioners 
at Christ Church has so far shown 
any willingness to join us. It would 
be very important for the young men 
to see that it is possible to make 
one’s way in Vienna as an African. 
Perhaps someone reading this will 
give it some thought. Obviously, it’s 
difficult, if not impossible, for people 
working full-time, but I still hope that 
someone may have time.

How many prisons do you visit?
At the moment, we visit a prison in 
Hirtenberg, just beyond Baden in 
Lower Austria and a remand centre 
in the Josefstadt prison in Vienna. 
In Hirtenberg, prisoners are aged 
between 20 and 40 and tend to serve 
sentences of three or so years. In the 
remand centre, they can be as young 
as 16 and generally do not stay for 
long. Aileen Hackl visits a young 
man in prison in Korneuburg. 

How do you decide whom to 
visit?
Anyone wishing to receive a visit 
from us signs his name on a list post-
ed by the Prison Director. We receive 
the names from a social worker, 
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then send an e-mail announcing 
our visit. We can only visit at a time 
given to us by the prison authorities, 
which is Friday, from 9.00 to 12.00 
in Hirtenberg, and Tuesday between 
12.30 and 13.30 in the Josefstadt 
prison. If we have a lot of names, 
then two of us will go, and sit at 
different tables with small groups of 
young men. Sometimes guards stay 
in the room with us, sometimes we 
are on our own.

What do you talk about?
First and foremost, we listen to the 
prisoners. Most of them have no 
family in Austria and don’t receive 
visitors. We sometimes talk to them 
about how they ended up in prison, 
but some prefer not to discuss it. 
If they want to pray, we pray with 
them, but we don’t try to convert 
them. This, I understand, has been 
a problem with missionaries, dis-
guised as visitors, from a number 
of sects. 

Most prisoners want to talk about 
their experiences in prison, the 
political situation in their countries 
and their former lives. They ask us 
questions about our background, 
lives and families, whether we have 
visited Africa and political questions. 
Although they can watch television 
some don’t understand German. 

What practical help can you of-
fer them?
Since we are well known to the 
prison authorities and have built up 

a good reputation over a number of 
years based on trust and respect, we 
are allowed to bring magazines and 
books without having to give them to 
the guards. Most of the young men 
are anxious to receive sports maga-
zines, as well as newspapers that 
tell them what is going on in Africa. 
On special occasions—birthdays, 
Christmas for example—we give 
them a little gift of a telephone card 
so that they can call home. For secu-
rity reasons, we cannot bring other 
gifts, but the phone cards are always 
very well received.

We also listen to any problems they 
have with prison life and try to help. 
For example, many of the teenagers 
in the remand centre told me that 
they did not get enough to eat and 
were hungry. I took this up with the 
Director of Josefstadt and offered 
to donate 100 kg of rice, but he 
turned me down. Finally, after some 

Interview with Isolde Pezet —Coordinator of the Prison Visiting Team
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months, I was informed that the ra-
tions for the younger men would be 
increased, given that many were still 
growing. The authorities also agreed 
to include more rice, in place of po-
tatoes, in the prison diet. 

Although we do not get involved in 
legal issues, we sometimes act as a 
go-between with the social workers. 
Some of the young men’s knowledge 
of English is poor and their speech 
heavily accented, so it is not surpris-
ing that there are communication 
problems. For example, sometimes 
it’s a question of explaining, after 
feedback from the social worker, why 
an exit permit was rescinded.

Why do you think your visits are 
so important to the prisoners?
They have someone to talk to, some-
one who shows them sympathy, 
respects them as a human being 
and takes them seriously. Many 
of them are simply kids who were 
picked up on the street on suspicion 
of drug-dealing and since they had 
no papers, they were detained. Most 
are not hardened criminals and I am 
sure that many were not consciously 
involved in the drug trade. Some spin 
us long yarns but we never judge 
them, although we don’t of course 
condone their behaviour. I feel they 
get little sympathy or support from 
their designated lawyers. 

Do you keep in contact with them 
once they leave prison?
Most of us don’t, nor do we give our 

real names, phone numbers or ad-
dresses. For example, I am known as 
“Mammie”, Nikki as “Aunty”. Mau-
rice, on the other hand, has given his 
mobile phone to prisoners, some of 
whom have contacted him once they 
were released. He has taken a few 
out to lunch and they all address him 
as “Pappi”. As far as I know, none of 
them have come to Christ Church, 
but that is, of course, not the object 
of the exercise.

I don’t feel that the government does 
much to reintegrate the young men 
into Austrian life once they leave 
prison. Most of the help they get is 
from “Mamma Africa” aka Ute Bock, 
a Viennese lady who has single-
handedly taken on the responsibility 
for the hundreds of asylum seekers 
and those with nowhere else to go 
[see www.fraubock.at]. I once helped 
her by driving around Vienna, col-
lecting mattresses for the various 
apartments she had managed to 
reserve for homeless young people.

What support do you need from 
Crossways  readers?
We would appreciate books, 
magazines in English (particularly on 
sports), printouts of recent African 
online newspapers, but above all 
more volunteers ready to make a 
serious commitment! Come to one of 
our regular meetings to learn more 
about what we do and see if you are 
suited. You will accompany one of us 
on several visits before making visits 
alone. See you soon ... 
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Over 3 million women the world 
over will be praying and wor-

shipping together during an annual 
day of prayer on Friday, 7 March. 
They will be using an order of service 
prepared by Christian women from 
Guyana. 

Emma Wilcock, National President 
of Women’s World Day of Prayer in 
England, Wales and Northern Ire-
land, said: “This is always an excit-
ing day. The extent of unity in prayer 
is shown by the fact that services will 
begin at sunrise in Tonga and finish 
only with sunset in neighbouring 
Western Samoa, after there 
have been services in 
over 170 countries.”

In the British Isles, 
there will be well 
over 6,000 prayer 
services in differ-
ent places. Here in 
Austria there will be 
400 services, including 25 
in Vienna, of which one will be 
in English and another in Swedish. 
The prayer services bring together 
women, men and young people from 
every background and a very wide 
range of Christian traditions.

Many women in Guyana still bear 
the marks of those who experienced 
and fought against slavery and the 

Women’s World Day of Prayer

system of indentured labour, with 
the imperialism and discrimination 
which that involved. In recent years 
women in Guyana have held the 
offices of Prime Minister, President, 
Chief Justice and Director General 
of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, as 
well as many other senior positions 
at home and in international or-
ganisations. Nonetheless, domestic 
violence and human trafficking 
remain a problem in the country. 
The Women’s World Day of Prayer 
services contribute to strengthening 
the dignity of women.

In the United Kingdom, 
270,000 service sheets 

will be distributed, 
including some in 
Braille. Here in Aus-
tria 20,000 service 
sheets in German 
will be available for 

all the services in 
Austria.

The service in English this 
year will be at 9.30 at the United 
Methodist Church, 1150 Vienna, 
Sechhauserstrasse 56. Refreshments 
will be served after the service. For 
further information, see the follow-
ing websites:
www.wwdp-natcomm.org (UK, in 
English); www.weltgebetstag.at 
(Austria, in German)

The theme of this year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer is: 

God’s Wisdom Provides New Understanding
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March 2008 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with the blessing of the
 Easter Garden

Easter Day

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with the Palm Procession
 Sunday School and Crèche

11

Palm Sunday

4

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Sunday Monday Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer
  

 

Second Sunday of Easter

9

16

23

30 31

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Family Eucharist
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
16.00 House concert at the Stevens’

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Mothering Sunday 

Monday
of Holy Week

Tuesday of Holy 
Week

Easter Monday
08.30 Morning Prayer
  

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Matins followed by said Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche

19.00 Lent Group

19.00 Lent Group
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10.00 Lent Group 
10.00 Toddlers Group 
18.30 Reading Group 
19.00 Lent group in  
 the crypt
19.00 Choir practice 

10.00 Lent Group 
10.00 Toddlers Group 
19.00 Lent group in  
 the crypt
19.00 Choir practice 

1

28

21

7

14

   

29

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Annual Church
 Meeting

20

5

12

19

6

13

09.30 Holy Communion

26 27

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Prayer Ministry

Wednesday of Holy 
Week

Maundy Thursday Good Friday Easter Eve

20.00 Maundy Thurs. 
 Liturgy with  
 washing of feet  

19.00 Choir practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

12.30 Ecumenical  
 service at Christ  
 Church

18.00 Good Friday 
 Liturgy

21.00 EASTER VIGIL
 with the 
 Easter Fire

Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.
(Luke 23:43)

09.30 Women’s World  
 Day of Prayer at  
 the Methodist  
 Church 

19.00 Taizé worship
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The services during Holy Week are as follows:

Palm Sunday  08.00 Holy Communion
 10.00 Sung Eucharist with the Palm Procession

Holy Tuesday 08.30 Morning Prayer

Holy Wednesday 09.30 Holy Communion

Maundy Thursday 20.00 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper with the 
  washing of the disciples’ feet and the one hour 
  watch in the garden

Good Friday 12.30 Ecumenical service
 18.00 Good Friday Liturgy

Holy Saturday 21.00 Easter Vigil with the Easter Fire

Easter Sunday 08.00 Holy Communion
 10.00 Sung Eucharist with the blessing of the Easter Garden

Many people think of Christmas as the great Christian festival, but the 
number of special services during Holy Week and Easter Sunday suggest that 
Christ’s passion, death and resurrection are the central event. The liturgy 
of Holy Week is a deep meditation on the saving work of God that plummet 
the depths of our human experience so that every moment of time and every 
nook or cranny is permeated by the grace of God. Salvation is costly, but it is 
also beautiful in that God does not spare himself. The contemplation of the 
crucified one reminds us of Paul’s question, Death where is thy sting? There 
is one who has shown us that death is not the last word. The exaltation of 
the risen one reminds us that after night comes day. I invite you to a careful 
keeping of Holy Week through prayer, fasting, meditating on God’s word 
and attending of the Holy Week Liturgy: Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter. The Easter Vigil is a most beautiful, moving and 
appropriate way to celebrate our rising from the dead to the life that Christ 
is always seeking to give us.
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The annual silent walk of witness for persecuted Christians will be held on 
Friday 7 March.
16.15 Meeting point Herbert-von-Karajan-Platz next to the Staatsoper 
16.30 Walk of Witness along the Kärntnerstraße
17.00 Ecumenical service in the Stephansdom

This year’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 12 March 
at 18.30 in the church. All those registered on the electoral roll by Sunday 
24 February should receive both their agenda of the meeting and the ac-
companying papers by early March.

Starting on Tuesday, 1 April, there will be a series of five evenings on 
the subject Well-known and lesser known hymn writers. All the authors are 
represented in the New English Hymnal. Knowing something about the life 
and times of each poet helps us to understand more fully the message they 
wanted to put over. Please come at 18.30 for a 19.00 start.

Please note that the Readings are hosting a Quiz Night on Friday 11 
April in the evening. Please look for more details in the April edition of 
Crossways.

Retreat 2008: 13–15 June ‘You, me and God’. It gives me pleasure to announce 
that Sister Frances Dominica will lead this year’s retreat at the Benedictine 
Monastery of Göttweig. Sister Frances is well known in the United Kingdom 
and beyond for her work within the hospice movement. Sister Frances is an 
Anglican nun. Please register with Andrew Rooke: 01-2032893.
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For nine years now, the Chris-
tian churches in Austria have 

been holding special services of 
worship before the week of prayer 
for Christian unity in which they 
get together to focus on the deep 
roots that our faith, liturgy and 
scripture have in the Jewish faith, 
liturgy and scripture. 

You could be forgiven for won-
dering why something so obvious 

should require this special ecumeni-
cal exercise (in which, it should be 
noted, there is no Jewish participa-
tion). As an act of thanksgiving, it 
would surely be more meaningful if 
the Christian denominations each 
incorporated it in their own liturgical 
cycle, rather than outsourcing it to 
the ecumenical sphere. Which is not 
in any way to disparage the latter. 

On the contrary, we cannot remind 
ourselves often enough how fortu-
nate we are in Austria to have a gen-
uine ecumenical climate of mutual 
respect and even affection between 
the representatives of the different 
traditions represented in Vienna. 
This is possible because the Roman 
Catholic church, as the unchallenged 
majority church, is sufficiently non-
monolithic and self-confident to let 
the Spirit “blow where it listeth”, and 
because there is a very gratifying co-
operation from many (though not all) 
of the Orthodox churches. 

Be all that as it may, on 17 January 
it was Christ Church’s turn to host 

this annual event, a well-attended 
service of the word led by the Vener-
able Patrick Curran, who was joined 
in the sanctuary by seven ministers 
representing the Catholic, Orthodox 
and Protestant traditions. 

At the heart of the service were a 
confession of Christian co-respon-
sibility for the persecution of Jews; a 
collect in which we prayed for clarity 
in perceiving, together with Israel, 
the light of God’s commandments 
and in doing his holy will; and inter-
cessions for the Jewish communities 
in Austria, for what brings Jews and 
Christians closer together, for peace 
in Palestine, and for all nations look-
ing to salvation from God.

Bernhard Heitz, the outgoing bishop 
of the Old Catholic Church in Austria 
and a long-standing, dear friend of 
Christ Church, preached the sermon, 
in which he picked up many of these 
themes. He spoke of Jews living 
“on the fringes of society but at the 
centre of prejudice”, of the horrors 
of Nazism and the Holocaust, of 
Christian habits of reading and inter-
preting Scripture “against the Jews”, 
based on certain polemical passages 
in the New Testament. 

He concluded with a paraphrase of 
the Benedictus canticle (Luke 1.68-
79), in which God is praised for being 
true to his covenant with Abraham, 
and for his compassion with all 
people (Jewish or not) who dwell in 
darkness and the shadow of death. 

Tag des Judentums
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The full text of the sermon can be 
found (in German) on the website 
of the Coordinating Committee for 
Christian-Jewish Cooperation (www.
christenundjuden.org) 

The musical setting of the service 
was very uplifting. German and Eng-
lish hymns were sung, our choir did 
us proud, we all joined in a Hebrew 
song (falteringly at first, until ever-
body realised it was a canon), and 
the Gospel was movingly chanted by 
Romanian Archdeacon Nicolae Dura. 
The service ended with the mother of 
all blessings (Numbers 6.24-26):

The Austrian Coordinating Committee for Chris-
tian-Jewish Cooperation was founded in Vienna 
in 1956 as a branch of the Catholic peace move-
ment ‘Pax Christi’. In 1965 it was constituted as 
an inter-denominational association in which 
Christians and representatives of the Jewish 

communities joined together. It is the only formal inter-religious 
association in Austria where members of different faiths cooperate 
on an equal status. 

The core of the Coordinating Committee’s work consists of bringing 
together individuals and developing a healthy culture of dialogue. Its 
specific aim is to support and accompany churches in their efforts 
to renew their self-understanding in the light of their Jewish roots. 
Together with other organisations and initiatives, the Committee 
seeks a solid foundation on which people of both faiths can support 
each other in the confession of faith in their common God, out of 
their respective traditions.

The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face to shine upon 
you and be gracious unto you,
The Lord lift his face upon you and give 
you peace.

Nikki and Miranda provided a splen-
did spread at the Christ Church 
Centre afterwards, where in the 
mingling of munching and quaffing 
individuals, some grass-roots Chris-
tian-Jewish dialogue took place.

Please note that the opinions expressed in this 
article are those of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the Church Council or the 
Anglican Church.
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A divided nation confined in 
a state that nobody wanted 

may be a cynical description of 
the First Republic. Self pity and a 
sense of abandonment prevailed. 
The republic had been born into an 
age when, despite peace treaties, 
wars and warlike armed conflicts 
were taking place, notably in Rus-
sia and neighbouring Hungary and 
Germany.

Austria was fighting to eject the Serbs 
from Carinthia, as well as for her own 
economic survival. Cut off from the 
coal mines of Czechoslovakia and the 
agriculture in Hungary, there was a 
severe shortage of food and fuel. The 
Austrian Krone collapsed, resulting in 
astronomical inflation. The exchange 
rate for 100 Swiss Francs rose from 
567 crowns in 1919 to 360,000 (!) on 
1 July 1922. This impoverished the 
middle class, robbing everybody of 
their savings. Vienna, with more than 
a quarter of the whole population of 
Austria, was the worst hit.

A hard currency loan from the League 
of Nations, with stringent economic 
measures and forbidding any An-
schluss to Germany, stabilised the 
Krone which was changed in 1924 at 
a rate of 1000:1 into the Schilling.
 
The political spectrum, however, 
bade bad tidings. The common 
people of all the nations involved in 
the war had borne the brunt of the 
fighting, but the promised “land fit for 
heroes” was not forthcoming, neither 
among the victors nor among the 

vanquished. Consequently, the labour 
movements in all countries gained in 
strength and kept an eye on the revo-
lutionary experiment taking place in 
Soviet Russia, the outcome of which, 
though uncertain, paid a high price in 
human lives and assets. This had the 
effect of spreading fear and suspicion 
of the Left among the Conservative 
and Liberal parties everywhere often 
creating insurmountable obstacles to 
any mutual understanding.

The Nationalrat, the Austrian par-
liament, comprised the following 
political parties: the Social Demo-
crats with their strongholds being 
in Vienna, the industrial regions of 
Styria, and Upper and Lower Aus-
tria; the Catholic and conservative 
Christian Socialists, representing the 
farmers, the Heimatschutz led by Dr. 
Pfriemer and Prince Starhemberg, 
a de facto paramilitary party aping 
and in close contact with Musso-
lini’s Fascists and sworn to replace 
democracy by a “Führer-State”; and 
the Grossdeutsche Partei or Panger-
mans. Elections were held on the 
basis of a complicated system of 
proportional representation. The 
Heimatschutz and the Republikanische 
Schutzbund, the defence wing of the 
Social Democrats, possessed a lav-
ish supply of arms left over from the 
first world war and wore their own 
distinctive uniforms. The scene was 
thus set for violence. 

In 1927, members of the Heimatschutz 
fired into a peaceful demonstration in 
the village of Schattendorf mortally 

The Road to the Anschluss (2)
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wounding a veteran and a young boy. 
When the perpetrators were acquit-
ted in the ensuing trial in Vienna, 
there was an immediate spontaneous 
uprising during which the Palace of 
Justice was set on fire. The mayor 
of Vienna Karl Seitz personally had 
to clear the way for the fire engines; 
mounted police charged the crowd 
and there were fatal casualties on 
both sides.

In the last free elections, held in 1930, 
the Socialists obtained 72 seats, the 
Christian Socialists 66, the Gross-
deutschen and the Landbund jointly 19 
and 8 for the Heimatschutz. Neither 
the Communists nor the NSDAP, the 
Nazis, were able to gain any seats. 
Under such circumstances an unsta-
ble coalition government was formed 
without the Socialists.

Notwithstanding the seemingly ir-
reconcilable differences between the 
Left and Right, it was the relationship 
between Austria and Germany which 
decided the fate of the first republic 
and eventually led to its downfall. 
Trying to improve the economy, the 
Austrian government entered into 
secret talks in order to establish a 
customs union with Germany. As 
soon as this became known, the al-
lies led by the French saw in this an 
attempted Anschluss in breach of 
the peace treaty and demanded the 
end of any such talks. The Austrians 
considered this interference with 
their independence. Pfriemer and 
the Styrian wing of the Heimatschutz 
accused the government of weak-

ness and tried to take the country 
over by staging a march on Vienna 
trying to copy Mussolini’s march on 
Rome. Starhemberg held back and the 
putsch failed.

In the wake of the world economic 
crisis 1929–1932, came the crash of 
the Creditanstalt, the most important 
bank in Austria, owned by the Roth-
schild family. It had been forced to 
bail out other Austrian banks whose 
financial policy and speculations had 
failed in the prevailing circumstances. 
Shades of Bawag 2006? This time the 
only way out was a loan from the 
League of Nations, supervised by a 
Commissioner, a Dutchman, who 
turned out to be a Nazi!

The conditions again demanded 
an absolute commitment never to 
execute any Anschluss. This time 
the undertaking had to be ratified 
in Parliament. This was too much 
for the German Nationalists, who 
left the government. This caused 
a stalemate on the occasion of a 
decisive vote in the Nationalrat on 4 
March 1933, whereupon the social-
ist chairman resigned in order to be 
able to vote with his Socialist party, 
thus bringing the government down. 
However, the second chairman did 
the same and the third one left the 
building. End of parliament. The 
then chancellor Dr. Engelbert Doll-
fuss availed himself of a wartime 
emergency law to establish direct 
rule. This was in fact the end of 
democracy in Austria until its re-
establishment in 1945.

A Troubled Country Within A Troubled Europe 
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www.christchurchvienna.org

The summer months 
re gu l a r l y  s e e  a 

number of new faces 
among the congregation, 
many of them visitors 
to Vienna who have no 
prior connection with 
Christ Church. How do 
they find their way to 
Jaurèsgasse? It is possible 
that their hotel has details 
of religious services in 
Vienna, but more likely 
than not, they have done 
their homework before 
arriving in Vienna, and 
have found details of 
Christ Church on the 
Internet. Simply entering 
t h e  E n g l i s h  wo rd s 
“church v ienna” on 
the commonest search 
engines displays Christ 
Church at the top of the list. And 
once they click on the link, they are 
mere seconds away from learning all 
they need to know about Vienna’s 
only Anglican/Episcopal church. 

Claus Michalek, who is responsible 
for the Christ Church website, was 
happy to find on the pew in front 
of him after one summer Sunday 
service, a print-out from the Church 
home page with a simple map and 
directions. The website also contains 
a welcome in English and German, 
the times of services and details of 
forthcoming events listed by month, 
a brief review of past events, in-
formation about the Church Shop 

and useful links to the websites 
of churches participating in the 
Ecumenical Council in Austria, the 
Diocese of Europe and the Anglican 
Communion. It also contains the 
most recent issue of Crossways, and 
links to all back numbers. In this way, 
news of our Church has the potential 
to reach readers all over the world. 
According to Claus’ statistics, the 
website receives 380 hits per month 
(Austria 61.46%, United States 
10.01%, United Kingdom 7.10%, 
Germany 6.71%, Canada 1.74%). In 
order to save on postage costs, some 
readers outside Austria have decided 
to read Crossways online instead of 
receiving a print copy. ch
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Claus was born and brought up as a Roman 
Catholic, attending Kalksburg College, a prestig-
ious Jesuit school just outside Vienna. His mother 
plays the organ in her parish church in Bad Vöslau 
and is closely involved in different church activi-
ties. Claus himself, in common with many young 
people, grew away from the church but when 
he spent six months studying in Manchester, he 
decided to start afresh. He attended Church of 
England services and on his return to Vienna, 
looked on the Internet for an Anglican church in 
Vienna ... and found the Christ Church website! 
Far from disapproving of his decision, his parents 
were pleased that he had rediscovered his faith and had become a regular at-
tendee at church. He was received into the Church of England in 2004 after a 
number of preparatory classes with Patrick. 

Although he has acquired considerable experience in the design and mainte-
nance of websites, Claus actually studied landscape design. Upon completion 
of his studies, he helped in the training of teachers in e-Learning, and in 2004 
assumed the post of Coordinator of e-Learning at the University of Natural 
Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU). When he is not working 
or maintaining the Christ Church website, Claus enjoys playing the guitar or 
pursuing his interest in photography. He switched to digital photography in 
2003 and quickly became an accomplished digital photographer; many of the 
photos that appear on the website are his own. 

C
laus M

ichalek

The Christ Church website was 
launched in 1998 by Stuart Heaman-
Dunn who did a fine job. Claus 
volunteered to take over at the 2005 
Time and Talent lunch—incidentally, 
yours truly offered her services with 
the Church bulletin on the same 
occasion! Together with Stuart and 
Philip Reading, Claus gave a new 
look to the website. Bright, fresh 
and easy to navigate, we can all be 
proud of it. Claus himself sees room 
for improvement, especially as far 

as the text is concerned. Although 
his English is excellent, he would 
need help in drafting and editing 
material. He would also be glad if 
people have photos of the different 
events described at the website in 
the ‘Review’ section.

There is no doubt that for many—
newcomers to Vienna, tourists, those 
contemplating a move to Austria—
the website is the first, important, 
contact with Christ Church. 
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A regular series of short articles that focus on different parts of the 
worldwide church each month; bringing news, as well as a prayer of 
or for the area concerned. 

Republic of Georgia

Georgia hit the news 
in November 2007 
w h e n  P r e s i d e n t 
Mikhail Saakashvili 
called a snap presi-
dential election for 
5th January 2008, in 
an attempt to prove 
his democratic cre-
dentials after being 
accused of corruption 

and not doing enough to alleviate 
poverty. Huge opposition rallies in 
November led to violent unrest and 
a temporary state of emergency. 
Official results confirmed Mr Saa-
kashvili’s victory amidst accusations 
that the vote was rigged. At time of 
writing [10 January], massive pro-
tests were threatened.

Described variously as part of Eu-
rope or Central Asia, Georgia has 
long been a flash point for cultural 
and geographical collision. Border-
ing the Black Sea, Russia, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Turkey, it is a moun-
tainous country with a unique and 
ancient cultural heritage, and an 
alphabet that is entirely its own. 
Politically, its proximity to Iraq, Iran 
and Turkey gives it strategic impor-
tance. A key oil export pipeline from 
the Caspian Sea also runs through it. 
The West regards Georgia as a key 
test of Russia’s readiness to respect 
the independence of other ex-Soviet 

states, while Moscow is sensitive to 
any potential source of instability 
along its border in the Caucasus. 
Productive soil and good climate 
for grapes, citrus fruits, hazelnuts, 
tea and cotton, led to Georgia being 
known formerly as ‘the fruit basket 
of the USSR’, but the economy is only 
recovering slowly from the USSR’s 
collapse and the civil strife of the 
early 1990s.

The region of present-day Georgia 
came under Roman influence in the 
first centuries A.D. and Christianity 
became the state religion in 327. 
Over the centuries, Georgia has 
been the object of rivalry between 
Persia, Turkey and Russia; before 
being annexed by Russia in the 19th 
century. Independent for three years 
following the Russian revolution, 
Georgia was forcibly incorporated 
into the USSR in 1922. Restoration 
of independence in 1991 saw former 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard She-
vardnadze installed as Georgia’s 
president after a nationalist leader 
was quickly overthrown. In 2003, Mr 
Saakashvili led the bloodless ‘Rose 
Revolution’, which was triggered by 
allegations of irregularities in par-
liamentary elections, and was first 
elected president in 2004.

Georgia’s geographical position 
means that there is a high degree of 



27

Information compiled in November 2007 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. 
Vickers, from whom further information may be available. Contact her by e-mail at: 
mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.uk ‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for 
local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Christians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.
co.uk). Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer letters, sermons, 
etc, but wider use needs permission from Mary Vickers who owns the copyright.

ethnic diversity, even though ethnic 
Georgians form a majority (84%) of 
the 4.6 million population. Christian-
ity is said to have been first preached 
here by the apostles Simon and 
Andrew in the first century, making 
Georgia the second oldest Christian 
country in the world after Armenia. 
Today most of the population are 
Orthodox Christians, primarily Geor-
gian Orthodox (82%), with a further 
2% being Russian Orthodox. Around 
4%, mostly ethnic Armenians, be-
long to the Armenian Church. About 
0.8% are Roman Catholic, and are 
mainly found in the south of Georgia 
with a small number in Tbilisi, the 
capital. An Anglican congregation 
meets monthly in Tbilisi, and is 
part of the Diocese in Europe. Since 

1991, interest in spiritual things 
has increased greatly. The former 
Department of Atheism at 
the national university is 
now a theological faculty. 
Many have returned to the 
Georgian Orthodox Church, 
with even the President 
being baptized, but other 
Christian groups have also 
experienced growth. Mus-
lims make up 10% of the 
population, mainly located 
in south-western Georgia 
with a sizeable minority in 
Tbilisi. Although tiny, at only 
0.3% of the population, Georgia’s 
Jewish community is one of the 
oldest Jewish communities in the 
world.

Pray for peace, an ending of outside interference, governmental and economic 
stability and ethnic harmony so that the nation might gain the opportunity to 

recover and grow. Give thanks for church growth since 1991, praying that it will 
continue, and that ecumenism may flourish alongside growth.
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Dates for your Diary

DATE TIME EVENT

March 2 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist

 18.00 Choral Evensong

March 5 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

March 6 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: ‘Measuring the 

  World/Die Vermessung der Welt’ 

  by Daniel Kehlmann

March 7 (Fri) 09.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer at 

  the Methodist Church

March 9 (Sun) 16.00 House concert at Christina and 

  Michael Stevens’

March 12 (Wed) 18.30 ACM

March 14 (Fri) 19.30 Taizé Worship

March 20 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy 

March 21 (Fri) 18.00 Good Friday Liturgy

March 22 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil

March 23 08.00 Said Eucharist

(Easter Sunday) 10.00 Sung Eucharist

March 30 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Holy Communion

April 6 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

April 17 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: Embers by Sandor Marai

May 1 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day—Sung Eucharist

May 4 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

May 17 (Sat) 16.00 Barn Dance at Himberg

May 30 (Fri)  Lange Nacht der Kirchen

June 13-15  Retreat at Stift Göttweig

August 30 (Sat)  Parish Outing
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KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the 
piano if it were exciting, intelligent, 
refreshing and supporting? It can be 
all that and much more! From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners 
and beginners of any age, for you. 
KlavierKlasse—PianoStudio: simply 
different. Contact: Lourenço Finatti, 
0676/3323422 or finatti@utanet.at.

Babysitter available 
Experienced, reliable, child-loving 
babysitter (bilingual English/German) 
available evenings/weekends. Prefers 
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th districts. Tel: 718 5902.

Esther Vera Davies was baptised on 2 September 
2007 in Zagreb, Republic of Croatia.

Henry Felix Adair Boulton and Stella Jane Christa-
bel Boulton were baptised in Christ Church on 23 
December 2007.

The funeral of Dr. Nicholas Walker took place at the 
Hetzendorfer Friedhof on 6 December 2007.

The funeral of Sasha van Maurik was held at Christ 
Church on 25 January 2008.

From the Church Register

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast and 
reliable, at affordable prices. Tel:  
0650/689 5757 www.computerdoctor 
vienna.com.

Household help needed!
We are looking for a long-term, reliable 
household help who is comfortable 
with dogs, for our house in the 22nd 
district, 16-20 hours a week. We hope 
to find someone who is free to live in 
when we are away, take the dogs for 
walks, look after the house etc. We 
would prefer someone who lives in 
Vienna 22, who speaks English and 
German, although just German is 
also acceptable. References required! 
Please call 01-285 1802.



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:

Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

www.christchurchvienna.org




