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This month’s cover features one of the littlest angels 
in the Christ Church Nativity Play that was pre-
sented on 16 December 2007. Further details and 
photos of the event are given on p.24-25.

Claus
Rectangle
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The beginning of this month marks the end of the 
Christ Church “time and talent” drive. Last month’s 

issue of Crossways  featured a thoughtful article by 
Christine Kohlmann on behalf of the Ministry Com-
mittee, listing different ways in which each member 
of our congregation could contribute to the life of 
the Church. I would not be surprised if many of the 
responses received so far came from those with the 
combined commitments of family and profession. It is 
often remarked that “if you want a job done, give it to 
someone busy”, presumably because busy people are 
the ones who are always ready to help out. That cer-
tainly appears to be the case in Christ Church, where 
one sees the same people volunteering for extra work 
... and the same faces whose only contribution to the 
church is to turn up on Sunday!

If your letter-box is anything like mine, you will be 
swamped with requests for donations, especially dur-
ing the period leading up to Christmas. Some of the 
larger charities have perfected the knack of tugging at 
one’s heartstrings. Photos of children with mournful, 
hungry  eyes; old people, bewildered and in pain; tor-
mented animals, their expression one of pleading for 
release from a tiny cage ... each of these causes pangs 
of conscience among those of us living in safe, clean, 
comfortable Austria. And since no one could dispute the 
authenticity of the photos, they represent a legitimate 
way for organizations to raise funds. Donating money 
is certainly one way to help, but it is by no means the 
only way and for those who have to count their pennies, 
it is not always possible to be as generous as one might 
like. Admittedly, not everyone can take a year off to go 
and work in a refugee camp in Ghana or a hospital in 
the Amazonian jungle. But opportunities to help “in 
kind”, by giving one’s time and attention, abound both 
within Christ Church itself, and in the larger context of 
Austria. The letter circulated to all parishioners asking 
them to pledge their time and talents suggests a number 
of ways where help is needed. I trust that EVERY SIN-
GLE PERSON reading this column has made his or her 
personal pledge to Christ Church, which is, in the final 
analysis a pledge to God. 

Since I will be away from Vienna for the 
entire month of February, the March 
issue of Crossways will be completed 
by the end of January. Only minor 
adjustments can be made after that date; 
any articles submitted will be considered 
for a future issue. Please contact the 
Church Office: 
office@christchurchvienna.org

JC
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Christmas means that God gives 
himself to the world. God 

trusts you and me to receive Jesus. 
This mystery of our faith, this truth 
by which we live, lifts us from the 
dust out of which we are created. 
It ennobles us. It gives us dignity, 
worth and stature. 

We are also aware that we often fail 
to receive God’s grace into our lives. 
We fall short. We do not progress as 
much as we would like. On the one 
hand there is the offer of what we can 
be through grace and on the other 
hand there is what we actually are 
and the two do not fit. At worst these 
two selves are in conflict with one an-
other. This conflict is something that 
St Augustine, the great theologian of 
the Latin Church, chronicled in his 
classic The Confessions. St Augus-
tine’s experience was that true peace 
could only be found in God through 
Christ. The resolution of this conflict 
is summed up beautifully in some 
words taken from the The Confes-
sions: our hearts are restless till they 
find their rest in thee.

The Church, the community of 
Christians, soon realised what was 
required: periods for self-reflection 
throughout the Christian year. One 
such period is the season of Lent. (Ad-
vent is also a time for self-reflection 
and penance, but very few are able 
or willing to observe it as such.) The 
seasons were given so that each of us 
might confront the dichotomy that is 
in us. The author of the letter to the 
Ephesians contrasts the old self with 

the new person we are becoming in 
Christ (4.22). Luther in the prologue 
to his commentary on the letter to 
Romans wrote of the Old Adam in 
each of us. There is an urgent need 
to make amends for our failings, our 
shortcomings and our sins. Why? Be-
cause God offers the grace of himself 
today. In short we need to reflect on 
all that keeps us from living more fully 
the faith that we have received.

As Lent follows almost immediately 
after Christmastide this year—the 
season of Christmas actually ends 
with the Feast of the Presentation 
of Christ in the Temple (commonly 
known as Candlemas) on 2nd Febru-
ary—I still have ringing in my ears the 
traditional Christmas blessing: Christ 
who by his incarnation gathered into 
one things earthly and heavenly, fill 
you with peace and goodwill and 
make you partakers of the divine 
nature (CW p.303). This remarkable 
request that God make us partakers 
of the divine nature is underlined 
by the Collect for the Sunday after 
Christmas. There we read that as he 
(Christ) came to share our humanity, 
so we may share the life of his divinity 
(CW 381 or 454).  

These ‘ideas’ leave me speechless. 
They call me and all of us to a greater 
contemplation of the meaning of life. 
I find it challenging to read out the 
above Christian ‘ideas’ in the context 
of our worship on Sundays and during 
the week. I stumble over them! They 
challenge me to ask questions of my-
self and of my faith. How do I share or Fr
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The Venerable Patrick Curran
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fail to share in the divine nature? How 
do I seek to share in the life of Christ’s 
divinity? The mind boggles! We can 
ignore this Christian reality or we 
can seek to engage with it. I suggest 
that we engage with these Christian 
‘ideas’ because they are a key to un-
derstanding the great work of God in 
which God trusts us to receive Jesus.
Let me put it differently. Is this stuff 
simply too fantastic? Is it simply wish-
ful thinking? Is Christianity literally 
reaching for the stars? Wittgenstein, 
the famous Viennese philosopher of 
the 20th century, said that religious 
language was full of words that were 
without real meaning. What he was 
suggesting was that religious people 
had words to describe a fantasy that 
had no basis in materialistic reality. 
We are people full of fantasy. We are 
living an illusion. 

Wittgenstein’s point about the mean-
ing of our words should not be dis-
missed too lightly (and the words I 
quoted above certainly do not yield 
up their meaning immediately or 
easily). But his observation does not 
take our experience seriously or seri-
ously enough. For Christians words 
and images describe a reality that is 
beyond the materialistic and scientific, 
but also interacts with it. What we 
live is real to us. Jesus meets us as 
a historical person, but he is always 
pointing to a reality beyond himself 
out of which he lives. He comes from 
another dimension into our world as 
one of us. The reality out of which 
he lives and which Jesus captures by 
addressing God as Father is real to Patrick Curran

him. Over the centuries it has become 
real to billions of men and women. 
They are willing to live and to die for 
this reality out of which Jesus lived 
and lives.

Contemplation belongs inextricably 
to the season of Lent. Lent is a time 
to treasure the mystery and ponder it 
in one’s heart. Luke writes that ‘Mary 
treasured all these things, pondering 
them in our heart.’ (NASB 2.19). We do 
likewise today. We treasure all these 
things by going into ourselves deeply 
touched by the God who meets us in 
Christ. There we ponder in our hearts 
what Christ’s life means for the whole 
created order. Having given careful at-
tention through prayer, silence, Bible 
reading, discussion we translate this 
new found meaning into our lives. 
Our actions, what people see, now 
have a different centre. Our lives are 
not simply about survival. Rather they 
become lives of self-giving. Through 
this self-giving we partake of his na-
ture by becoming Christlike.

On Ash Wednesday the Church by 
reminding us of our beginning and 
our end invites all of us to observe a 
holy Lent, by self-examination and re-
pentance; by prayer, fasting, and self 
denial; and by reading and meditating 
on God’s holy word.

Treasures that lead us to ponder…
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The Toddlers’ Christmas began on December 6th. Nine little tots with 
their mums sat round the Advent wreath on the decorated table and 

munched bread Santas, biscuits and mandarins. They were amazed by a 
knock on the door and the ringing of a bell and the appearance of Santa 
Claus. He distributed little sacks of goodies and some toys before continuing 
on his rounds. He certainly made quite an impression and we are grateful 
to Graham Ratcliffe for playing his role so well. 

The next event was the Nativity Play! The toddlers had been learning “Away 
in a Manger...” on Thursday morning they knew it quite well, but when their 
big moment came on 16 December they were too overcome to utter a note. 
However, perhaps some of them understood a little bit of “The Meaning of 
Christmas”, the title of the play, and they certainly enjoyed being part of 
the action and wearing wings!            Penn Zafiropulo

The 2007 Nativity Play was one of the most original and imaginative ever!  
It probed the true meaning of Christmas by introducing some of the most 
familiar seasonal “add-ons”—Father Christmas and his reindeer, sweets and 
candy, Christmas crackers, and Christmas fairies—until the true meaning 
of Christmas was revealed with the appearance of Mary, Joseph and Baby 
Jesus. In addition to the solemn contribution of Christ Church’s youngest 
parishioners, the older children demonstrated a high degree of talent both 
in acting and singing. Our thanks to Alexandra Schmidt and her helpers for 
a very moving and meaningful performance by the Christ Church Sunday 
School and Toddler Group. A special word of praise goes to those who worked 
backstage to produce very realistic “human” reindeer, candies, Christmas  
crackers, and other costumes, which were far more colourful and attractive 
than can be depicted on the black-and-white pages of Crossways.        Ed 

Christ Church Kids
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Every year, as a part of the Annual Church Meet-
ing (ACM), we have elections. Only those persons 

registered on the electoral roll may vote, nominate or 
be nominated for positions on the Council. Only those 
on the electoral roll will receive the agenda etc. The 
positions to be elected are: churchwardens (2), lay 
representatives (7) plus archdeaconry representa-
tives (3).  Anyone holding the Bishop’s license is an 
ex officio member of the council (2). The Church Council of Christ Church 
is 15 members strong when all positions are filled. Archdeaconry repre-
sentatives are elected every three years for three years. This year the ACM 
will elect the Archdeaconry representatives. All other officers are elected 
for one year terms.

Currently we are updating the electoral roll in preparation for this year’s 
ACM and would ask any newcomers to register with the electoral roll of-
ficer. All those who are 16 at the time of the ACM may register. The forms 
can be collected via church or the church office. Our electoral roll officer is 
Christina Stevens. The electoral roll will be closed on Wednesday 26 Febru-
ary. You must register with the electoral officer before or on that date. The 
electoral roll will not be reopened until after the ACM. Nominations to any 
position on the Council should have both a proposer and a seconder. Those 
nominated must have indicated their willingness to stand. Nominations will 
not be taken from the floor, unless the ACM so decides. The closing date 
for nominations is Sunday 9 March. Only those present at the meeting may 
elect officers. There is no possibility of a proxy or a ballot vote. 

The Annual Church Meeting is the most important church meeting of the 
year. I urge you to attend the ACM as a registered member of Christ Church, 

Vienna in the Eastern 
Archdeaconry in the 
Church of England and 
therefore a member of 
the worldwide Angli-
can Communion.

This year the An-
nual Church Meeting 
is on Wednesday 12 
March 2008 starting 
at 18.30. 

Annual Church Meeting
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The November issue of Crossways 
featured an interview with Dr. 
Michael Bünker, who on 1 Janu-
ary 2008 assumed office as Bishop 
of the Lutheran Church in Austria. 
Christ Church was very honoured to 
welcome Dr. Bünker as its preacher 
on Sunday, 9 December. Dr. Bünker’s 
sermon—in excellent English—was 
particularly seasonal and gave us a 
new insight into the word “advent”. 

Visiting Preachers

If the name of Dorothea Haspelmath-
Finatti sounds familiar, it is because 
she is the wife of Lourenço Finatti, 
who often plays the organ at Christ 
Church and has given several 

impressive recitals. Lutheran Pastor 
Dorothea was our guest preacher on 
Sunday, 20 January. Tying in with the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
(18-24 January), she reminded us 
in her  interesting sermon on the 
Lamb of God that Christ’s disciples 
came from a range of backgrounds 
yet were united in Christ. 
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Austria’s first rulers were the 
Babenbergers. The first seat of 
government was located in Melk, 
then in the castle on what today is 
Leopoldsberg and finally in 1135 in 
Vienna, on the site of the Roman 
city Vindobona. In 1156, Austria 

became an independent dukedom 
after promulgation of the so-called 
Privilegium Minus. By that time 
neighbouring Styria and Carinthia 
had also become separate dukedoms 
in their own right, although ruled by 
the same family.

When the Babenberg family died out, 
Ottokar of Bohmia assumed power 
but refused to return the fiefdoms 
to the German King Rudolf I. von 
Habsburg. Rudolf defeated Ottokar in 
1278 and invested his son Albrecht, 
eventually, with all three fiefdoms. 
The Habsburgs had come to stay ... 
at least until 1918.
  
Always ambitious and keen on 
strengthening their position in 
Germany, the Habsburgs claimed 
the rank of Archdukes by means of 
a forged document, the Privilegium 
Majus, a title legalized by Emperor 
Frederick III in 1453. All the 
Habsburg princes and princesses 
then styled themselves as Erzherzoge 
or Erzherzoginnen. These titles 
remained with them regardless of the 
many crowns the family acquired. 
During the course of history as 
Roman-German emperors, kings of 

ABOUT ÖSTERREICH:
The name Österreich—Austria 
in Latin—is said to have been 
derived from “Ostarichi”, a term 
first mentioned in a document 
of AD 996. It could perhaps 
have meant “Ostreich” (Eastern 
Realm), but this is pure conjecture. 
This name applied in the tenth 
century to territories on both 
sides of the Danube. The river 
Inn formed the frontier with 
Bavaria, which stretched in the 
beginning to the north of the 
Wienerwald mountains and 
later to the western banks of the 
rivers March and Leitha. The river 
Enns, a right bank tributary of the 
Danube, divided into two parts 
which were given the names of 
“Österreich ob” und “Österreich 
unter der Enns”, the Ober und 
Niederösterreich of today and 
that is how the name “Österreich” 
appeared in recorded history. 
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The Road to the Anschluss (1)
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Germany, Spain, Hungary, Bohemia 
and quite a few others, wherever 
they went, the family was always 
referred to as “The Austrians”, the 
Casa d’Austria, das Haus Österreich. 
Österreich still applied to the original 
territory on both sides of the river 
Enns. 

An important change took place 
in 1806. Napoleon I forced Franz 
II to relinquish the title of Roman-
German emperor and to keep away 
from the German lands. Franz now 
had himself crowned as Emperor 
Franz I of Austria and thereby the 
Austrian Empire was created. It 
comprised what today is the Czech 
Republic, Dalmatia, Istria, Slovenia, 
and large sections of Poland, the 
Ukraine, Romania and in addition all 
the archdukedoms of old as well as 
North and South Tyrol. Austria had 
become multinational. 

The settlement with Hungary in 
1867, gave birth to the double 
monarchy  (Aust ro-Hungary : 
two separate governments and 
parliaments but one common 
sovereign in the personal union of 
Kaiser von Österreich und König von 
Ungarn. Common finance, foreign 
and defence ministries completed 
the arrangement, something that 
is lacking in the European Union 
today!

To g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  e q u a l l y 
multinational kingdom of Hungary, 
this constituted the Vielvölkerreich, 

much maligned by adherents of the 
various nationalisms of the late 19th 
century. Its dissolution after the First 
World War had tragic consequences 
for the Europe of the 20th century.

The story goes that when, during 
the peace conference at St. Germain 
in 1919, the map depicting the 
Austro-Hungarian monarchy was 
carved up, creating the so-called 
“succession states” of Yugoslavia 
and Czechoslovakia and the ceding 
of whole provinces to Italy and the 
new Poland, someone is supposed 
to have asked: “And what about 
Austria?”. Georges Clemenceau, 
the French prime minister replied: 
“l’Autriche, c’est ce qui reste.” 
(Austria is what remains).

The “remains” were Upper and 
Lower Austria, including the capital 
Vienna, the Archdukedoms of 
Carinthia, Salzburg and Styria and 

The Austrian Empire 
at its greatest and 
present-day Austria

ð
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the earldoms of Tyrol and Vorarlberg; 
Burgenland, ceded by Hungary, was 
added in 1921, making up the nine 
provinces. 

Austria was indeed what was left 
of a great empire, a head without a 
body and limbs. The republic within 
its new borders was not considered 
to be viable by its subjects. Austria 
was called “the state that nobody 
wanted”. There had always been a 
pro-German element in Austrian 
politics. Now, its world destroyed 
by the defeat of the First World 
War and lacking confidence, the 
Government of Austria attempted 
to join the Republic of Germany in 
an attempt to improve its political 
and economic prospects and ensure 
safety in numbers. 

This was promptly vetoed by the 
Allies, in particular France, who were 
afraid of a new greater Germany. 
As a result, the first attempt of 

an Anschluss was abortive, with 
hindsight, a blessing in disguise! Not 
surprisingly the preamble to the first 
draft of the republican constitution 
reads as follows:

“Constricted by the conditions of the 
Peace Treaty of St. Germain at present 
proscribing the Anschluss to the German 
Reich, the historically independent 
provinces of Lower- and Upper Austria, 
Salzburg, Styria, Corinthia, Tyrol und 
Vorarlberg are uniting together in a 
federal state ...”.

This also goes a long way to explain 
the Austrian federalism that still 
prevails today and the Pan-Germanis 
in the first republic which was 
called Deutschösterreich. This name 
also appears in the first Austrian 
national anthem beginning with: 
Deutschösterreich, Du herrliches Land… 
If you disregard the rest of its text, 
herrliches Land was and remain. an 
honest description. 

SHOP NEWS
After a good Christmas break the shop is now open for business again 
and would be grateful for donations. Once again, thanks go to all who 
worked so hard throughout the year.
 
Opening Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9.30-16.00; Saturday 9.30-12.00
Tel: 718 46 34
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Valentine’s Day

Saint Valentine would doubtless be amazed to 
learn that his name was an excuse for roman-
tics the world over to send cards and flowers to 

their loved ones on 14 February. He would be most 
distressed by the thought that he was linked to Cupid, 
whom along with other pagan gods of the Romans, 
he refused to acknowledge and consequently paid the 
ultimate price of martyrdom. 

When St. Valentine was a young priest in Rome, he 
defied the orders of Emperor Claudius II that barred 
soldiers from marrying, and continued to conduct 
wedding ceremonies for young couples in secret. He 
was imprisoned and steadfastly defied the Emperor’s 
request to reject Christianity in favour of the Roman 
gods. There are, of course, a number of legends ex-
plaining the origin of the contemporary feast and its 
purported association with the third century saint. 
According to one of these, when St. Valentine was 
imprisoned, many young people visited him, throwing 
notes and flowers through the bars of his cell. One of 
these was the daughter of his jailor and the two struck 
up a friendship. Shortly before he was taken away to 
be executed, the future saint wrote his friend a note, 
signing it “love from your Valentine”. 

Strictly speaking, there is no historical link between 
the feast of lovers on 14 February and Christianity. 
However, given that love is at the heart of the Christian 
faith, there is no reason why St. Valentine’s Day can-
not be accommodated in our Christian lives!

13
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Who’s Who in Christ Church?

Crossways continues with its presentation of members of our 
community. The aim is to get to know each other better and to put 
a name to a familiar face. Guess our mystery people before you 
turn to p.29 to see if you guessed accurately! 

?

Mystery 
person 
no. 1

Our first mystery person was born in Kiel, in North Germany. She studied  
to become a pharmacist in Jena (Thüringen) and Strasbourg (now France). 
Pharmacy was pretty much the chosen profession of her family, since she 

and her sister followed in their father’s footsteps, along with other rela-
tives. Some years after the end of the Second World War, she married a 
British Army officer stationed in Germany, and the young couple decided 
to build their future in a country that would be new to both of them. They 
settled on Canada, and put down roots in Toronto, Ontario. Although 
raised as a Lutheran, she was glad to attend the Anglican church with 
her husband and their two sons. Her younger son sang in the church 
choir from the age of 10; his mother recalls that when he refused to at-
tend German lessons on Saturdays in favour of ice-skating, his father 
gave him the choice between German or the choir, and he opted to 
become a chorister! Once her sons were old enough, our mystery lady 
once again took up her profession, working in a hospital pharmacy. As 

life improved in Germany, she decided she would like to return to her 
native country, and announced to her husband that she would open her 
own pharmacy within six months, or else return to Canada. In the event, it 
took her five months, after which time her husband and younger son joined 
her in Hamburg while her elder son continued his studies in Canada. Her 
husband was responsible for the administrative side of the pharmacy, and 
when it was eventually sold, both of them stayed on for some time and 
worked for the new owners. Our mystery lady was widowed in 1995 after 
more than 45 years of marriage.

Although not a full-time member of the Christ Church congregation, since 
she only spends a limited amount of time in Vienna each year, she greatly 
enjoys the services and meeting the congregation. She is a regular partici-
pant in the annual retreats, and a familiar figure at other events organized 
by the Church community. With a lively mind that would be the envy of 
people half her age, she also enjoys the various intellectual pursuits offered 
by Vienna, particularly the wide range of art exhibitions. In her free time, 
she enjoys reading and re-reading the classics. 

She was in many ways surprised when both her two sons opted for a career 
in the church, a choice for which she takes no credit. She readily, admits, 
however, that it has greatly enriched her own life. 
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Who’s Who in Christ Church? ?

Mystery 
person 
no. 2

Mystery person no. 2 became a regular member of the Christ Church con-
gregation when she retired in 2000, although she had attended sporadically 
since her arrival in Vienna in 1969. She is responsible for ordering religious 
books and Bible notes for the congregation and also helps as a sidesperson 
or taking the collection. Her absence of a Scots accent belies her Glasgow 
roots, although since her father was in the Royal Air Force, the family 
moved home fairly frequently. She ascribes the loss of her Scottish 
burr to the time she was working in England when she was obliged 
to modify her voice so that customers could understand her on the 
telephone! On one of many moves, the family relocated from Scotland 
to Dorset. Since she wanted to take her horse and dog with her, our 
mystery lady was obliged to make the journey by train in the middle 
of winter, in an unheated horse box. The journey took five days since 
her “carriage” could only be attached to goods trains. She overnighted 
together with her pets in railway sidings, waiting for the morning 
goods train to collect her, but while she had made provisions for the 
horse and dog, she herself spent a very hungry few days once she 
had exhausted her modest supplies! A keen horsewoman who was a 
member of the UK Pony Club, she continued to ride after she came to Vienna. 
Her other favourite sport was, and continues to be, tennis, and she plays at 
least once a week in winter and more frequently in summer. 

She initially came to Vienna for one month to join her mother and father, 
who had taken up an appointment with the IAEA. During that month she 
enquired about a job for herself, and was immediately snapped up by 
UNIDO, where she worked largely in the area of finance—despite an aver-
sion to numbers!—for over 30 years. Her mother died in 1994, but it was 
the death of her father last year that caused a stir. A veteran of the Battle 
of Britain, few of his friends or colleagues knew that he was a Spitfire ace 
who had appeared on television and was the subject of books and articles 
about the Second World War. His daughter was particularly close to him 
and naturally very proud of her father. She helped on the computer with a 
book he wrote about his war experiences, initially intended solely for the 
family, but which ultimately got a wider circulation. She shares her father’s 
modesty: not one to seek the limelight, whenever I tried to take her photo 
for a staff magazine during our UNIDO days, she refused! 
 
After 38 years in Austria, our mystery lady feels at home here, has a wide 
circle of friends, including former colleagues, and enjoys meeting them for 
a meal out, a concert or an evening at the opera. She also likes to travel, 
in addition to regular trips to the UK, and is planning to visit the United 
States soon. 
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February 2008 

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche

Second Sunday of Lent

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche

 

5

First Sunday of Lent

 

Candlemas (transferred)

Sunday Monday Tuesday

 08.30 Morning Prayer 

 

Third Sunday of Lent

3

10

17

24 25

08.30 Morning Prayer
   

08.30 Morning Prayer 

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong followed by talk on   
 Darfour by Ian Cliff    

26

 08.30 Morning Prayer 

 19.00 Talk by Petrus  
 Bsteh: “Trust in  
 God” 

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche

19.00 Lent Group (1)

19.00 Lent Group (2)

19.00 Lent Group (3)

19.00 Council Meeting  
 followed by 
 Ministry 
 Committee

Stewardship campaign ‘Sharing the load: 
a toast for change’ ends
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16

 

2

22

15

1

8

    

23

09.30 Eucharist with 
and imposition of
19.00 ashes 

14

6

13

7

20 21

 

 09.30 Holy Communion   

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29

09.30 Lent Group    
10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir practice
19.00 Lent Group in 
 the Crypt 

  09.30 Holy Communion  

  09.30 Holy Communion  

Ash Wednesday

Presentation 
of Christ in the 

Temple

 19.30 Taizé Worship

19.00 Prayer Ministry 

09.30 Lent Group    
10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir practice
19.00 Lent Group in 
 the Crypt 

09.30 Lent Group    
10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir practice
19.00 Lent Group in 
 the Crypt 

09.30 Lent Group    
10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir practice
19.00 Lent Group in 
 the Crypt 

St. Valentine’s day



In February Christ Church will welcome two distinguished speakers to our 
church.

•    On Sunday 3 February the present UK Ambassador to the OSCE and former 
UK Ambassador to Sudan Ian Cliff will speak to us after Choral Evensong. His 
topic: Darfur - Perspectives for the future. 

•    On Tuesday, 5 February at 19.00 we will welcome Monsignor Petrus Bsteh 
from the Roman Catholic Church in Vienna. His topic is Trust in God: The mes-
sage of monotheistic religions. Monsignor Bsteh heads up the Vienna contact 
office for world religions. 

On Sunday, 6 January, the Feast of the Epiphany, the Chaplain launched the 
time and talents stewardship campaign which will conclude on the 3 February 
when we will mark the feast of the Presentation of Christ in the temple. At the 
10.00 service the pledges will be blessed as part of the offertory. 215 letters were 
either handed out at church or sent out with the post on Tuesday 8 January. 
We reckon that over 300 will have been requested to respond to the steward-
ship campaign; Sharing the load: a toast for change! Extra pledge forms can 
be obtained from the Church Office. And the Ministry Committee is more than 
happy to receive offers of time and talent even after the 3 February should you 
not have received a letter or had time to fill in the form.

Extract from the Chaplain’s Epiphany sermon on stewardship

Today we launch our third time and talent stewardship campaign which we 
called ‘Sharing the load’ and to which I want to add today ‘A toast for change’. 
The point of any stewardship campaign is to stir up the gifts that are in us so 
that we might be enabled to take up new responsibilities within our church.  A 
stewardship campaign that focuses on time and talents knows that our finances 
are only a small part of what we have to offer our world.  Giving begins with 
recognition! See the Magi! Giving that begins with recognition will not be based 
on placating a bad conscience or buying favour with God but rather that all I 
am comes from God who is the source of all life. In the letter to the Hebrews 
we read that the author acknowledges that all things exist through God and 
for God. (2.10)

Church Notices
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Taizé services will be held on the following Fridays, at 19.30:
8 February and 14 March.
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This year we will use the Lenten study course:     678Can we build a better world? 
Learning from William Wilberforce.’ There will be five spoken contributions from 
the following British Christian figures:  Archbishop John Sentamu, Leslie Grif-
fiths, Wendy Craig, The Poor Clare Sisters of Arundel and Dr David Hope. This 
study course’ is designed for group discussion. The five sessions are: Slavery: 
then and now, Friendship & Prayer: then and now, Change & Struggle; then and 
now, The Bible: then and now and Redemption & Restitution: then and now. 
The accompanying booklet costs six euros. Tuesdays, 1900 - beginning on 12 
February and finishing on 11 March.        PSC
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Following the success of previous house concerts, Christina and Mike Stevens 
are organizing another event on Sunday, 9 March in their beautiful apartment 
close to the Rathaus. The programme is still being finalized, but it promises 
to be another exciting medley of instrumental and vocal, covering both clas-
sic and modern music. Guests are invited to arrive at 15.45 for a 16.00 start. 
Further details will be given in the March issue of the magazine, but in view of 
the limited number of spaces, please mark the time and date on your calendars 
and be ready to purchase tickets when announced. Once again, proceeds will 
be donated to Christ Church.  
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A Lent discussion group will be held on Thursday mornings at 9.30 in my flat 
near Reumannplatz and Thursday evenings in the crypt of Christ Church.  It will 
be based on the writings of George MacLeod, founder of the Iona Community, 
Scotland. The Iona Community seeks to find ways to live and communicate the 
Gospel in today’s world, bringing together work and worship, prayer and politics, 
the sacred and the secular. Topics for discussion are as follows:

14 February  God is now
21 February  Factory of forgiveness
28 February  Christ the key
6 March   The whole person
13 March  Forward to the angels!

Aileen Hackl
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Once again an estimated 1,500 
people visited the Christ Church 

Bazaar at the Bundesamtsgebäude in 
Radetzkystrasse 2 in Vienna’s third 
district. As usual, there was a won-
derful mix of people from the Euro-
pean Union, British Commonwealth, 
USA, Canada, Austria and many 
other countries, all of whom enjoyed 
the relaxed and happy atmosphere. 
The event clearly showed what a 
Church community can achieve 
when everyone works together for a 
common purpose. 

As is the case every year, last year’s 
bazaar was a major undertaking 
involving more than 100 people. In 
addition to the enormous effort put 
in on the day itself, many people are 
busy weeks before preparing and or-
ganising produce for their stalls—of 
which there were 16 last year—as 
well as in the sale of 2,500 raffle 
tickets by the congregation to friends 
and colleagues. Amongst the help-

ers this year were over 20 Vienna 
International School students who 
were untiring in their efforts.

The stands were piled high with 
used and new books, good quality 
clothes at affordable prices, jewellery 
and other accessories, baked goods, 
jams, and a huge selection of toys, 
as well as Christmas crackers, CDs, 
videos and white elephants. There 
was also a photography stall, which 
included Father Christmas and two  
labrador dogs; a British Pub, with 
the beer and soft drinks supplied 
free of charge by Ottakringer brewery 
and the rolls by Ströck bakery, and 
finally a café and three restaurants 
serving African, Asian and European 
food. As always, the food was deli-
cious and was a great hit with many 
visitors who were unaccustomed to 
international cuisine.

Christ Church owes a big “thankyou” 
to 50 sponsors who donated so many 
prizes. There were 800 prizes for the 
tombola and tickets quickly sold out. 
The raffle offered over 70 prizes, in-
cluding a star prize of a voucher for 
a stay at a Marriott Hotel of choice 
together with a €400 contribution 
to the cost of the flight. Other prizes 
included a beautiful pair of “Bliz-
zard” skis, further vouchers for stays 
in hotels, clothes’ vouchers (at the 
House of Gentlemen), toiletries of 
all kinds from Eric Esbjerg, Walcher 
& Schoenfeld, eight pieces of crystal 
jewellery from Swarovsky, glassware 
from Lobmeyr, food, wine, spirits and 

Christ Church Bazaar
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vouchers for theatres and concerts. 
The generousity of Baxter Bio Sci-
ence Europa in covering the cost of 
the rent of the rooms was a major 
contribution and heartfelt thanks 
are also due to an anonymous well-
wisher who donated €5,000 and to 
a further donor of €1,000.

Special events included a Scottish 
piper playing at the opening of the 
event, singing by the church choir, 
a demonstration of Scottish danc-
ing by the Vienna Scottish Country 
Dance Society and a duet playing at 
the British Pub.

Grateful thanks goes to all those 
who worked untiringly for the suc-
cess of the 2007 Bazaar. Many were 
seen behind their stalls during the 
day, but there are also many whom 
one doesn’t see to thank, including 
those who transported all the goods 
to the venue before the Bazaar, as 
well as those who helped clear up 
afterwards. Thanks also go to those 
who helped with the cloakroom and 
those who entertained the children. 
There is no doubt that without all of 
you, Christ Church would be much 
poorer.
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My Margaret and I have 
visited the fascinating 
island of Madeira many 

times over the past thirty years, 
most recently last October. Ma-
deira is the largest of the Madeira 
Island group in the North Atlantic 
Ocean and is an autonomous re-
gion of Portugal

In common with other mid and 
northern Atlantic islands, Madeira 
is of volcanic origin and like the 
Azores and the Canary Islands has 
very attractive flora and a wide range 
of remarkable natural features. It 
was allegedly first discovered by the 
ancient Phoecians and rediscovered 
by the Portuguese navigator Joao 
Goncalves Zareo who founded the 
capital, Funchal, in 1421.

With a population of 260,000, the is-
land is 56 km long and 22 km wide at 
its widest point. Pico Ruivo, the high-
est mountain at approximately 1,800 
metres, is in the centre of the island 
while some of the adjacent summits 
are only slightly lower. There are 

many scenes of picturesque beauty 
or striking grandeur. The depth of the 
ravines, the rugged declivities and 
peaks, often snow-covered, and the 
bold precipices of the coast are char-
acteristic of Madeira’s landscape. 
The towns, villages and scattered 
huts are situated at the mouths of 
ravines and upon the lower slopes 
of the mountains down to the shore. 
The ridges between the ravines usu-
ally terminate in lofty headlands, 
some have a considerable height like 
Cabo Girau which reaches a height 
of some 620 metres straight down 
to the sea. The northern side of the 
island is covered with indigenous 
forests that once covered the entire 
island. On the southern side there is 
left scarcely any indigenous wood-
land left. Madeira and the island 
Porto Santo are the summits of lofty 
mountains built up from the abyss of 
the ocean by volcanic activity. There 
are no exact data for determining 
when volcanic action began but 
looking at the enormous depth of the 
surrounding ocean, a vast period of 
time must have elapsed since the be-
ginning of volcanic activities to allow 
for the formation of a great mountain 
reaching the surface of the ocean 
and then rising several thousand feet 
above sea level. I would assume a 
pre-Triassic age. There is no volcanic 
activity on Madeira today.

The inhabitants of Madeira are of 
Portuguese descent. Of the 260,000 
people living on the island, 93,000 
thousand live in the capital Funchal 

The Magic of Madeira
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and its suburbs The whitewashed 
houses, in typical Portuguese style 
with bright crimson red roofs and 
set in gardens with tropical plants, 
are built along the shore of Porto 
do Funchal and on the lower slopes 
of an amphitheatre of mountains 
around Funchal up to a height of 
1,200 metres. Country houses with 
terraced gardens, sugar cane and 
banana plantations and vineyards 
are predominant around Funchal 
and everywhere along the southern 
coast. It is said that Madeira was 
home to the world’s first sugarcane 
plantation. It was been producing 
and exporting the famous Madeira 
wine since the 17th century. The 
chief buildings of Funchal include 
the Roman Catholic Cathedral, built 
from 1485 to 1514,  Anglican and 
Presbyterian churches, hospitals, 
museums and a casino. The lower 
city has wide tree-lined avenues, 
many along the steep ravines which 
come down from the mountains. The 
fine climate and scenery attract a 
steady flow of visitors. The  British 
community was first established in 
the 17th century. 

Funchal is the centre of Madeiran 
industry, commerce, trade and com-
munications. Most striking for Mar-
garet and me was the fact that when 
we visited Madeira for the first time 
there were only secondary country 
roads along the coast from the air-
port near Santa Cruz in the east of 
the island to the capital Funchal, 
while in the last 30-40 years a net-

work of modern motorways, many 
with four lanes, are constructed 
across the island thanks to the fi-
nancial help of the European Union. 
The main access was constructed 
from the east to the west end of the 
island like a corda dorsalis by tunnel 
through the mountains from which 
junctions run down to the coast 
plains in the south and the north. 
Another striking fact of the last 30 
years is the construction of a number 
of four and five star hotels. Madeira, 
nevertheless, retains much of its old 
charm, and continues to be one of 
our favourite holiday destinations.
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I had the pleasure of hearing two 
excellent organ recitals, and of 

participating in the Sing-along Mes-
siah, all in one week. First was the 
Emanuel-Lourenço organ recital 
called North and South on Sunday, 
18 November; then a week later was 
the Andrew Couse Messiah at the 
Lutherische Stadtkirche in the Dor-
otheergasse; and then the following 
night, on Sunday 25 November, was 
Caroline Schönburg’s organ recital – 
what a feast!

North and South: Emanuel and 
Lourenço called it this to distin-
guish the sound of organ music 
from north and south Germany in 
the 17th century. The south used 
single-manual instruments, relying 
on contrast within the tonality of a 
single register. The north used larger  
instruments with a wider range of 
stops that could use more contrast 
between the sounds. 

The difference got a bit submerged, 
at least to me, by the different time 
periods of the composers, as well as 

by the varying influences of French 
and Italian music: Georg Muffat was 
born in France but worked in Passau 
(Germany), and was influenced by 
both countries. His music had an 
early feel to it, with dark woodwind 
sounds and lively dance rhythms: I 
suppose he counts as South. Then 
Heinrich Scheidemann was rather 
earlier but lived in Hamburg (North), 
and his music had lovely complex 
constructions and echo effects that 
clearly needed multiple manuals: 
very deliberate, even a little overdone 
for effect. To me, the best by far were 
Samuel Scheidt, well known as a 
brass composer, and Dietrich Bux-
tehude, teacher and mentor of JSB. 
The Scheidt piece was a folk-song 
and sounded like it: clear, interesting 
variations—a delightful piece. The 
Buxtehude Toccata was wonderful; 
the composer knew what he wanted 
to say and how to use the resources 
of the instrument: I loved the sus-
tained pedal notes followed by the 
bright, staccato tops: clarity, drama, 
interest, in fact everything I look for, 
above all a sense of purpose. Thank 
you, gentlemen!

Then on Saturday I weaved my way 
down the Dorotheergasse, only to 
find two (eh?) Lutheran churches 
next to each other . . . Augsburg and 
Swiss Rite, I was told: I look forward 
to finding out what that is all about. 
Anyway, we (Christ Church) were 
partnering with the Lutherans under 
Andrew Couse, or Preysinger; and I 
had a lot of fun. The rehearsal had 

Three musical extravaganza 
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a severe shortage of men—to wit, 
me. I stood in for the tenors and 
the basses. Fortunately I was able 
to turn this into an opportunity to 
give myself a concentrated refresher 
course in Messiah. Come the evening 
we had a fine large choir, and (oh 
joy!) four tenors. Four was enough 
to balance and we had a great time. 
But the amazing thing for me were  
the soloists. All were brilliant: young 
people with skill and musicality, 
vocal fireworks, yes, but based on 
real talent and learning. Most were 
clearly not English mother tongue, 
but they had worked on the text and 
it was great. The big choruses were 
fun; the hard ones were a challenge; 
but to me the special thing was the 
whole work, the way Messiah pours 
over you like Niagara Falls, a single 
seamless evocation from Comfort 
Ye to the Amen Chorus. Next time I 
hope we can do more of it; add some 
of the meat from the middle that we 
had to leave out on a first run. Yes, 
another is planned.

Then to finish this musical extrava-
ganza, I heard Caroline Schönburg 
back at Christ Church. This was 
interesting. Caroline practises the 
organ here regularly and I have had 
the pleasure of meeting her a few 
times. She played music that ranged 
from before Bach, around 1700, to 
nearly current, around 1920; some 
of it well known and some quite 
new, at least to me. She played the 
famous Bach Toccata and Fugue in 
D minor, a complex, histrionic and 

bravura piece; then she played her 
own Lamento, a woodwind, elegiac 
piece with rhythmic intensity and 
heaviness, sadness, a series of 
tensions and releases. I loved the 
contrast. So sensitive and elegant, 
just great. She played the Franck 
Pièce Heroique, which I last heard 
on the enormous organ in Rochester 
Cathedral—Christ Church was quite 
a change. And the Duruflé Medita-
tion, which is as confusing as Duru-
flé always is, beautiful, wandering, 
unsure of itself. Then she reassured 
us all by finishing with Karg-Elert’s 
choral improvisation on Nun danket 
alle Gott, and had the audience sing-
ing, a little unwisely I thought, but 
people seemed to enjoy it. A great 
concert, and for me a wonderful 
series of events to go to. The or-
gan recitals seemed to bracket the 
Handel most fittingly, and led nicely 
into the Lutheran service I sang for 
on Sunday morning and the Advent 
Carol Service on Sunday evening. 
What fun we do have!

Three musical extravaganza 
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A  regular series of short articles that focus on differ-
ent parts of the worldwide church each month; bring-
ing news as well as a prayer of or for the area concerned. 

Situated between Colombia and 
Costa Rica, and bordering both 

the Caribbean Sea and the North 
Pacific Ocean, Panama occupies the 
narrowest point of the Central Amer-
ican isthmus. Its position, forming a 
land bridge connecting North and 
South America, with the Panama 
Canal joining the two oceans, gives 
the nation strategic importance. 
Panama is also home to the largest 
rainforest in the western hemisphere 
outside the Amazon basin.

Explored and settled by the Spanish 
in the 16th century, Panama gained 
independence in 1821 and joined a 
union of Colombia, Venezuela and 
Ecuador. When this dissolved in 
1830, Panama remained part of Co-
lombia, until it seceded in 1903 with 
USA backing. In return, a treaty was 
signed allowing for the construc-
tion of a canal, and giving the USA 
sovereignty over both it and a strip 
of land on either side. Completed 

in 1914, portions of the canal and 
surrounding land were gradually 
handed back to Panama from 1977 
onwards. Full control gained by the 
end of 1999. More than 14,000 ships 
pass through the Canal each year 
and over half of Panama’s 3,264,262 
population live close to the canal.

Current President, Martin Torrijos, 
is the son of former leader Omar 
Torrijos who headed a dictatorship 
from 1968-81. He won elections in 
2004, and pledged to modernise the 
Panama Canal (ambitious plans to 
widen and expand the canal were 
approved in 2006); tackle corrup-
tion; and investigate alleged human 
rights violations under the rule of 
his father. However, plans to reform 
the social security system (which 
the Government says is heading for 
bankruptcy) including a proposal to 
raise the retirement age for public 
sector workers, have met with stiff 
resistance from both the unions and 
the Catholic Church.

Spanish is the main language, but 
the country is a melting pot of di-
verse ethnic groups, with people of 
indigenous, Latin, Caribbean, Asian, 
African, East Indian, North American 
and European descent. Officially a 
secular state with religious freedom, 
there is also recognition of Roman 
Catholicism as the religion of the 

PANAMA
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Information compiled in November 2007 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. 
Vickers, from whom further information may be available. Contact her by Email at: 
mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.u. ‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for 
local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Christians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.
co.uk. Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer letters, sermons, 
etc, but wider use needs permission from Mary Vickers who owns the copyright.

Pray for wisdom and integrity for the country’s leaders, political and religious; for 
equity to replace the current extremes between the wealthy and the poor; for economic 

freedom from drug money laundering; for Bp Julio Ernesto Murray, the clergy, and 
the work of the Anglican Church, particularly its schools and social development 

programmes; and for increased ecumenical recognition and co-operation (Bp Julio was 
this year elected president of the Latin American Council of Churches).

majority. Of the 88 per cent of the 
population who are Christian, only 
15 per cent are Protestant, with 
Anglicans representing only 1 per 
cent. The Baptist and Methodist 
churches are even smaller, as most 
Protestants are Pentecostal. Other 
faiths include Muslim (3 per cent), 
Buddhist (2 per cent), Baha’i and 
Sikh (1 per cent each).

Anglicanism came to Panama with 
19th century immigrants from the 
West Indies and the USA who came 
to take part in the construction of 
the Trans Isthmian Railroad, and 
then the construction of the canal. 
Some of them came to stay, and the 
Church began as a chaplaincy to 
pastor those now living in a foreign 
land and lacking spiritual guidance 
in their own language that also 
recognised their cultural identity. 
In time, the Episcopal Church of 
Panama began to understand that 
its mission was to minister the entire 
population, and so it evolved from a 
North American/West Indian Church 
into one that could respond to the 

pastoral needs of a growing number 
of Spanish-speaking congregations. 
Originally a diocese of the Episcopal 
Church of the USA, in 1998 it became 
part of the Anglican Church of the 
Central Region of America, along 
with Anglicans in Guatemala, El Sal-
vador, Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 
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Dates for your Diary

date  event
February 3 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong followed by talk  
  on Darfur: Perspectives for the   
  future by Ian Cliff, 
  UK Ambassador to the OSCE
February 5 (Tues) 19.00 Talk by Monsignor Petrus Bsteh:  
  Trust in God – the message of   
  monotheisitic religions
February 6 (Wed) 09.30  Ash Wednesday services with 
 19.00 imposition of ashes
February 8 (Fri) 19.30 Taizé Worship
February 12 (Tues)  Tuesday evening Lent group   
  starts: Learning from William   
  Wilberforce
February 13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
February 14 (Thur)  Thursday evening Lent group   
  starts
February 18 (Mon) 19.00 Church Council meeting followed  
  by Ministry Committee meeting 
March 2 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist
 18.00 Choral Evensong
March 5 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
March 6 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: Measuring 
  the World/Die Vermessung der   
  Welt by Daniel Kehlmann
March 7 (Fri)  09.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer at  
  the Methodist Church
March 12 (Wed) 18.30 ACM
March 14 (Fri) 19.30 Taizé Worship
March 20 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday liturgy 
March 21 (Fri) 18.00 Good Friday Liturgy
March 22 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil
March 23 Easter Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist
 10.00 Sung Eucharist
March 30 (Sun) 10.00 Matins
May 17 17.00 Barn Dance
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Solution to Who’s Who quiz on p.14

Rosi Curran

KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the 
piano if it were exciting, intelligent, 
refreshing and supporting? It can be 
all that and much more! From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners 
and beginners of any age, for you. 
KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio: simply 
different. Contact: Lourenço Finatti, 
0676/3323422 or finatti@utanet.at.

Magazine sharing
Would anyone like to have the monthly 
magazine Professional Engineering 
passed on to them? If so, please 
contact Fred Gruber, 370 3238

?

Babysitter available 
Experienced, reliable, child-loving 
babysitter (bilingual English/German) 
available evenings/weekends. Prefers 
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th districts. Tel: 718 5902.

Patricia Hutchinson

Household help needed!
We are looking for a long-term, reliable 
household help who is comfortable 
with dogs, for our house in the 22nd 
district, 16-20 hours a week. We hope 
to find someone who is free to live in 
when we are away, take the dogs for 
walks, look after the house etc. We 
would prefer someone who lives in 
Vienna 22, who speaks English and 
German, although just German is 
also acceptable. References required! 
Please call 01-285 1802.

Children’s House lemimo 
A bilingual day-care facility (partly 
based on the Montessori method) for 
children between the ages of 2 and 6 
is opening in February in Mödling, just 
outside Vienna. Everyday activities will 
be conducted in small groups, in both  
English and German, encouraging a 
child’s social, motor and intellectual 
skills. Please make an appointment for 
a viewing and meet the team. 
Tel: 0650 4977780 
www.lemimo.at



 

Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:

Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

www.christchurchvienna.org




