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,News and views from Christ Church Vienna 
the Anglican/Episcopal Church in Austria

CROSSWAYS

The holly bears a prickle 
As sharp as any thorn;
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
On Christmas Day in the morn.
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During the run-up to our Christmas celebrations and especially during the season of Christmas 
people from all walks of life will be singing Christmas carols. I have always been struck by 
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

    

During the run-up to our Christmas celebrations and especially 
during the season of Christmas people from all walks of life will 
be singing Christmas carols. I have always been struck by this 
heart-wrenching verse from the carol In the bleak midwinter:

 What can I give Him, poor as I am?
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;

  If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
  Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart.

The carol was written against the backdrop of the material poverty that 
came to characterise much of 19th century Victorian Britain - magnifi-
cently captured in some of the novels of Charles Dickens. It also reminds 
us that there are other gifts than wealth that we can bring to the Christchild 
depending on circumstances and the natural gifts we have been given. 
Finally each one of us can give their heart! 

The New Testament calls the rich to give to the poor, but it also addresses 
the spiritual and emotional poverty of the times. The spiritual poverty is 
captured in words like ‘they have eyes but cannot see and they have ears 
but they cannot hear’. The emotional poverty is captured by the hatred 
that Jesus will encounter and which culminates in his crucifixion, but is 
already there at his birth in the slaughter by King Herod of all the baby 
boys under two years of age.

The Archbishop of Canterbury at a gathering in the compound of the 
Anglican Church of Sudan, Khartoum said, ‘The Christian Church exists 
so that it can say to the world, “Do not argue about who is king.” And 
the Christian Church also exists so that we can say to the world around 
us ‘It is possible to live so that your neighbour will live also.’

There are many who are very rich, but their lives do not seem to exhibit 
that gift of peace that Christ wants to give. Others go through one relation-
ship after another looking for that emotional link which will help them to 
overcome their loneliness and their self-loathing. Others yet again seem 
flighty as they jump on the bandwagon of the latest innovation, the latest 
philosophy and the latest spiritual exercise.

The carol In the bleak midwinter reminds us of words attributed to St 
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Francis of Assisi: ‘It is in giving that we receive’. In those words St Francis 
grasped a Christian truth – that in order to find ourselves we need to learn 
to give ourselves away. It is when we desperately hold on to what we have 
and what we are that we lose sight of all that God is yearning to give us. 
If only we could learn to trust! Christmas invites us to trust the gift of life 
that is ours. A life that has its origin in God! This insight is memorably 
summed up in those words from King David that we use at the offertory 
from time to time: Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the 
splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.

That verse from In the bleak midwinter will have a special poignancy in 
2008 as each one of us will be invited to think about what we can give 
to the life of Christ Church, Vienna in terms of time and talent – the gifts 
that we have individually been given or have developed and honed over 
the years. Christine Kohlmann has written an article for this edition of 
Crossways on page 22 which I ask you to read through carefully.

It remains for me to invite you to kneel both at the crib of the Christchild 
this Christmas and to kneel at the altar to receive God’s love that makes 
us truly rich, spiritually and emotionally, and gives us that confidence 
that we will receive our daily bread.

On behalf of the clergy and the churchwardens I wish you and yours a 
blessed Christmas,
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Canon Henry Scott 
Hol land is  now 
known, if at all, for 

the bowdlerised excerpt 
from one of his sermons 
– ‘Death is nothing at all’ 
I have only passed into 
the next room – that has 
become popular at memo-
rial services, and the hymn 
‘Judge eternal, throned in 
splendour.’, was one of the 
significant Anglican teach-
ers and preachers of the 
last years of the nineteenth 
century, concerned above 
all to relate Christian faith 
to contemporary social 

and economic problems. When he 
died in 1918 a fund was raised in his 
memory for lectures on ‘the bearing 
of the religion of the incarnation on 
the social, economic and political life 
of mankind.’ I have for some years 
been chair of the Scott Holland trus-
tees and am delighted that next year 
we have managed to persuade Dr 
Neill Macgregor, the Director of the 
British Museum, to deliver the lec-
tures on the religion of the incarna-
tion as expressed in art and culture. 
What does ‘incarnation’ mean for 
our seeing and our imagining?

Christmas, the Feast of the Incarna-
tion, is both a visual and a musical 
feast. The carols of Christmas with 
their familiar echoes, melodies and 
sounds, are one of the small number 
of touchstones which link many on 
the edge or beyond the church to the 

resonances of the Christian story. 
Cathedrals in England find their carol 
services at both Advent and Christ-
mas ever growing. Seeing how many 
come for a carol service in Europe is 
one litmus test as to whether a new 
congregation might be established 
in a place.

Visually the Christmas crib, tradi-
tionally traced back to St Francis 
making a nativity scene for the 
peasant folk at Greccio, incarnates 
what we hear in the Christmas story. 
We do not only hear words, we see. 
The great painters knew this when 
they showed the shepherds awed 
into adoration both by the heavenly 
armies of angels blazoned like the 
Milky Way across the sky, or the 
kings in rich array bowing before 
the child on Mary’s lap. In pictures 
of the Annunciation Gabriel bows to 
the one who in becoming the Mother 
of the incarnate Lord is ‘higher than 
the cherubim and more glorious 
than the seraphim’. The trembling 
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space between angelic messenger 
and village girl is awesome, as in the 
pictures of the Visitation, of Mary 
and Elizabeth both bearing children 
of promise in their womb, a moment 
of meeting is caught and celebrated, 
that moment of which Jeremy Taylor 
exclaimed , ‘What a collision of joys 
was there!’ 

And then there are pictures of the 
flight into Egypt, with the new born 
child wrapped against the cold and 
perils of the journey, God incarnate 
as a refugee and an asylum seeker, 
fleeing the murderous tyranny of 
Herod. The massacre of the children 
of Bethlehem is no tinsel Christmas, 
but part of the brutality of the world 
then and the world now. The carols 
that sing of the red-berried holly’s 
prickle ‘as sharp as any thorn’ echo 
St Bernard preaching on the soft 
flesh of the new born child cut by 
the sharp and spiky straw of the 
manger foreshadowing the crown 
of thorns of Calvary. The religion of 
the incarnation is about God embed-
ded and embodied in our world, not 
a fantasy world, but the world of 
conflict and pain. 

Incarnation means literally ‘enflesh-
ing’, and one of the heresies that 
continually afflicts the Church is to 
turn the Gospel into an idea. As the 
poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge power-
fully put it: ‘the almighty goodness 
doth not abide in generalities nor 
dwell in abstractions.’ The affirma-
tion in the great prologue to St John’s 
Gospel, read still as the gospel on 
Christmas Day, is that the Word – the 
creative living word, the structuring 
reason behind all things, became 
flesh. And the word that became 
flesh was with God and was God. 
The God with whom we have to do 
is not a God who stands aside, the 
distant watchmaker God of deism, 
a remote abstraction, but a God 
who, in Lady Julian of Norwich’s 
powerful words ‘comes down to the 
lowest part of our need.’ As St Paul 
writes to the Philippians ‘he empties 
himself’ – drains himself into our 
human place, into our wounded-
ness, estrangement and mortality. 
And this is offensive. The sharp 
battles of the early church about 
who Christ was, turned so often on 

A Christmas Message
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whether indeed God was in Christ, 
whether the scandal of incarnation, 
of the ‘enfleshing’ of God could be 
endured. Yet only this earthing, this 
scandalous 'enfleshing’ can meet 
our need. It is one of the points 
at issue between Christians and 
Muslims, this God ‘contracted to a 
span, incomprehensibly made man.’ 
We learn what and who God is, the 
Lord and creator of all, as we trace 
his life and presence in the fragility 
of a single human life. This ‘scandal 
of particularity’ is both an awesome 
mystery and that which touches as 
nothing else can the very heart of 
our human life and being. 

R.S.Thomas, the curmudgeonly 
poet-priest from Wales, wrestled 
with the mystery of the absence and 
the presence of God. He wrote in an 
essay on ‘The Qualities of Christmas’ 
that ‘a sense of coldness and crisp-
ness…has become the conventional 
environment of an English Christ-
mas…The very word Christ has that 
thin, crisp sound so suggestive of 
frost and snow and the small sheets 
of ice that crack and splinter under 
our feet, even as the Host is broken 
in the priest’s fingers.’ 

In a poem he speaks of people 
stumbling through the snow ‘to the 
bread’s purer snow’ and in the sim-
ple act of taking the broken bread 
and the cup of wine hearing ‘love 
cry momentarily in their hearts’ 
manger.’ The love that came down 
into the muck and straw and smell 

of the animal house at Bethlehem, is 
a love that comes down to us over 
and over again in the sacrament 
of the Eucharist, in which, as John 
Betjeman knew, ‘God was man in 
Palestine, and lives today in bread 
and wine.’   

It goes without saying that the reli-
gion of the incarnation is a religion to 
be lived. We are to embody and live 
out the new and transforming life of 
Christ in us, which St Paul calls ‘the 
hope of glory’. Through us, through 
the church, the religion of the incar-
nation is to shape and touch the lives 
of others and the life of the world in 
all its mire and clay. As Christmas 
comes once more we come in awe 
and wonder to the mystery of Em-
manuel, ‘God with us,’ to be caught 
into the pattern of his redeeming 
love. If at times, as Thomas wrote in 
another poem, it can be difficult to 
detect and hold on to the meaning, 
the mystery is still there and can still 
speak to and move our hearts to find 
find a dazzling glory.

Christmas; the themes are exhausted,
Yet there is always room
on the heart for another
Snowflake to redeem the pattern.

Love knocks with such frosted fingers,
I look out. In the shadow
of so vast a God I shiver, unable
to detect the child for the whiteness.

With every blessing to you all this 
Christmas and for the New Year.
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On Sunday, 18 November, Bishop Pierre Whalon, Bishop-in-charge of 
the American Convocation of Churches in Europe, came to Christ Church 
to confirm three candidates: Marsha Brown, Kevin Perera and Henry 
Hannaford (from left to right below). It was a lively, participatory and 
those present were glad to renew their commitment to Jesus Christ to-
gether with the candidates. In his sermon, Bishop Pierre’s sermon drew 
our thoughts from the unimaginable enormity of the universe, with its 
millions of galaxies, to Christ’s promise to return to earth and the need 
for preparation for the time each of us leaves this world.  

CONFIRMATION 2007
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Christmas, it would seem, is a 
tainted festival. English Reform-
ers tried to abolish it—one has 
only to think of John Knox. They 
argued that the heathen celebrated 
a feast of the invincible sun in the 
Roman Empire. Christians in the 
fourth century allegedly began to 
mimic this custom and Christmas 
was born. During Cromwell’s time 
Christmas was abolished. However, 
this was only for a short time. The 
popularity of the festival led to its 
reintroduction—and this despite 
theological reservations concern-
ing the origins of the celebration of 
25 December. Modern theologians 
call this phenomenon inculturation. 
Doubts remain. Are the roots of one 
of the most popular Christian festi-
vals actually Christian?

The question of the origins of Christ-
mas has puzzled historians for cen-
turies. It is easy to point to all the 
solar symbolism in the Christmas 
homilies of the Church Fathers in 
the fourth century. Some are quick 
to point out that Pope Leo the Great 
reprimanded his congregation on 25 
of December saying that they should 

not bow their heads to the sun, when 
entering the church of St. Peter. In-
stead they should venerate the true 
sun - and indeed, “sun of righteous-
ness” is an old title for Christ derived 
from the prophet Malachi (4.2).

Reading the homilies of the Church 
Fathers again and again two points 
catch the readers’ attention: the 
festival is indeed full of deep solar 
symbolism—and at the same time 
the Church Fathers do everything 
to ensure that the Christian festi-
val is not confused with those of 
their pagan contemporaries. On1 
January there was a huge celebra-
tion accompanied by raucous feast-
ing throughout the Roman Empire. 
Augustine of Hippo, who opposed 
this celebration, advised his con-
gregation to fast on this day. To 
assert that Christian celebrations 
during the process of inculturation 
were instituted as parallels to pagan 
festivals is to accuse the theologians 
of the time of duplicity. Why should 
they fast during the feast of the cal-
ends on 1 January and at the same 
time introduce a feast on December 
25? A thorough study of this time 

Hans Förster is presently a research fellow at the Austrian National Library 
and holds an adjunct-professorship at McMaster Divinity (Hamilton/Canada). 
He holds a doctorate in early church history from the University of Vienna, 
has published four books and numerous articles for specialized journals. His 
research focuses on the history of the early church, papyrology and coptology. 
For the past ten years, he had been writing articles for Austrian newspapers 
(Die Presse, Die Furche, Wiener Zeitung) on church history and papyrology. 
On Tuesday, 4 December, he will be giving a talk in the Church Centre, start-
ing at 19.00. The following should serve to whet the appetites of readers in 
anticipation of what will surely be a fascinating talk.
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Christmas: a Comedy of Errors?
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reveals, that there are elements of 
solar symbolism, but that even the 
custom mentioned above, which 
was criticised by Leo the Great, is 
not linked to a solar festival. And, 
apart from the Christian homilies 
there is very little evidence linking 
Christmas with a solar festival in 
the fourth century in the Roman 

Empire. The conclusion is obvious. 
Solar symbolism could be linked to 
Christmas precisely because a popu-
lar pagan cult of the winter solstice 
did not exist. The reason for the 
introduction of Christmas was the 
wish to celebrate the coming into the 
world of the Sun of Righteousness 
who enlightens every person. 

Christmas: a Comedy of Errors? A Basket of Delights

On Saturday 10th November we 
were treated to a veritable basket of 
delightful and entertaining music, 
at the home of Mike and Christina 
Stevens. 

The well balanced programme, in 
aid of the Church Choir funds, was 
opened appropriately by the choir 
with a mediaeval song about the 
leaving of Innsbruck – Innsbruk ich 
muss dich lassen, by H. Isaac– and 
later they followed with The Silver 
Swan by Orlando Gibbons. The so-
loists were all magnificent – Richard 
Lammiman (British, and working at 
the Konservatorium) on classical 
guitar with three Spanish pieces by 
Francisco Tarrega; Ingrid Sweeney 
(from Canada) on violin, playing 
Bach’s Violin Sonata # 2 in A Minor ; 
and Johanna Reuss-Cabili (a soprano 
in the Church Choir), singing three 
operetta areas in her theme of The 
Serving Maid – by Mozart, Menotti 
and Strauss. She was accompanied 
on the piano by Professor Aima 
Labra-Makk from the University of 

Graz. We are indeed fortunate to be 
able to recruit the services of such 
professional musicians.

Then we heard our own Christina 
Stevens singing about a recently 
widowed English lady who was now 
going to have FUN at  “A Bar on the 
Piccola Marina”, by Sir Noël Coward. 
This was performed in Christina’s 
own delightful style. The concert 
ended with an enjoyable sing-along 
of English, Irish Scottish and Ameri-
can folk songs, led by David Hope. 
Forewords and introductions were 
ably carried out by Alec Hadfield. Af-
ter the music, snacks and wine were 
served, to complete a most enjoyable 
evening, for which we are indebted 
to our hosts, the Stevens.

by D
avid H

ope
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Everyone knows King Wenceslaus and how, on spying a poor 
peasant on a particularly cold and bitter night, he encouraged 
his young servant to provide warmth, food and drink for the 

stranger. We know that he was a saint: the carol tells us that the 
shivering and reluctant young lad could think of nothing worse that 
to have to fight his way through the deep snow in the dark, but that 
miraculously, the ground beneath him grew warm as he followed the 
King’s footsteps. Living in Austria, many of us will have visited the 
famous Wenceslaus Square in Prague and we may well know someone 
in the German-speaking world—probably of an older generation—
named Wenzel. But who was the king, whose epic journey through 
the night is described in song by Christians the world over, year after 
year around Christmas?

He was born some time between 902 and 907 in Bohemia, at that time 
part of southern Germany. His grandmother, Ludmilla, was also a saint who 
married the Duke of Bohemia and was converted to Christianity by monks 
in England. Her son, Wenceslaus’ father, succeeded his father as Duke of 
Bohemia. He married a pagan and had two sons, Wenceslaus and his twin 
brother Boleslaus who, as they grew up, became known respectively as the 
“Good King” and the “Bad King”.  After their father was killed by pagans, 
the boys were separated, Wenceslaus going to live with his grandmother, 
where he received a Christian upbringing, and Boleslaus remaining with 
his pagan mother, Drahomira, herself a princess. Although Wenceslaus, 
as the elder twin, inherited the title, his mother was determined to see her 
favourite son as Duke. She ordered the murder of Ludmilla by two of her 
pagan courtiers whereupon Wenceslaus realized that he could not fight the 
pagan forces alone, and placed Bohemia under the protection of Emperor 
Otto. He was given the title of “king” and provided with German monks 
to help him rid Bohemia of the pagan forces. Although a deeply religious 
young man whose heart was with the poor and needy, Wenceslaus had 
to lead his army to war in which he emerged the victor. After the battle, 
he was invited by his mother, Drahomira, for a visit, and his filial obedi-
ence overcame his suspicion of her motives. Before arriving at her home, 
he passed by the church to pray, but was murdered by his brother at the 
church door and his body hacked to pieces. He was around 25 at the time 
of his martydom. Three years later, Boleslaus underwent a change of heart, 
renounced paganism and had his brother reburied in the great church in 
Prague. By his death, Wenceslaus firmly established Christianity in Bohemia. 
Thirty years later, Emperor Otto gave Bohemia a bishop and the Cathedral 
of Prague became a shrine for German pilgrims.

Saint Wenceslaus

Statue of St. Wenceslaus in Prague
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`Grossdeutschland’ of Hitler’s 
creation in March 39. Six months 
later the overtures had been played 
and WWII, the cataclysm of the 
twentieth century, had begun.

This chain of events possesses the 
inherent inevitability of a classical 
ancient Greek tragedy. When Aus-
tria was replaced  by the “Gaue” of 
the “Ostmark” in 1938, post WWI 
Europe, resting on the rotten founda-
tions of the various 1919/20 peace 
treaties, the shock had been knocked 
from under this instable and fragile 
construction leading finally to its 
total collapse by the end of 1941. In 
the coming issues of Crossways, 
I shall try to comment in the spirit 
of remembering correctly as best as 
I can, after all I lived through these 
months. 

What exactly our Archdeacon meant 
by that was contained in his sermon 
on Remembrance Sunday 2007. It is 
worth a reprint and should be read 
so that it sinks in:
 
Remembering correctly, or could we 
call it  ̀ Vergangenheitsbewältigung’, 
one of those typical composite nouns 
possible in the German language 
which had been coined over here not 
without reason during the aftermath 
of WW II. The intended meaning is 
necessarily a combination of two 
concepts, namely of overcoming the 
past and at the same time coming 
to terms with it.  Forgiving does not 
necessarily imply forgetting. The 
aim must be to learn from the past 
in order to avoid the same sins and 
mistakes in the future. Politicians do 
not seem to be very good at it and 
maybe that is a good reason for ordi-
nary mortals to listen to sermons!

As the year 2008 is drawing closer, 
we are facing a period of anniver-
saries worth remembering over the 
period lasting from March 38 to 
September 39. It begins with the 
`Anschluss’ of Austria, followed by 
the events leading up to the infamous 
Munich Agreement, dismembering 
Czechoslovakia, the remainder of 
which was formed into the `Protec-
torat’ and thus incorporated into  the 

Remembrances

“It is important not only to remember, but to remember 
correctly.”                     The Venerable Patrick Curran

by Fred G
ruber

In what has become tradition at Christ Church, 
World War II veteran Fred Gruber placed a 
wreath of poppies at the altar on Remembrance 
Day, Sunday, 11 November. See also p25.
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Who’s Who in Christ Church?

Crossways continues with its presentation of members of our 
community. The aim is to get to know each other better and to put 
a name to a familiar face. Guess our mystery people before you 
turn to p.29 to see if you guessed accurately! 

?

This mystery couple are only occasionally seen during services at Christ 
Church, yet there are certainly no “outsiders” and only a few members of 
the congregation who do more for our Church, particularly during the period 
leading up to the Christ Church Bazaar. For this interview, I had to drag 

them away from the task of cutting out 500 tops for jars of jam and 
pickle and simultaneously preparing the last of 70 Christmas pud-
dings. Over 800 mince pies are ready for the Bazaar, while another 
batch will be prepared for the carol sing-along on 9 December. 
The Christmas cakes—25 of them—are awaiting decoration by 
our mystery lady and daughter Kathryn. Meanwhile, our mystery 
man is suffering from back strain from lifting and carrying 1,985 
kg of books that the couple collected from the Frankfurt Book Fair. 
Needless to say, they are both well-known and well-loved in our 
community!

They first came to Austria on a holiday to Tirol that included a coach 
trip to Vienna. They fell in love with the city and returned for holidays time 
and time again, until they decided to leave their native England and retire 
in Vienna. They both agree that—after their decision to get married some 
23 years ago—it was the best decision of their lives! Although they speak 
minimal German, they have been able to buy two plots of land, build a 
house and live a fulfilling life in Austria, mainly because the Austrians they 
encounter are more than willing to speak English. Mr. X, who trained and 
worked as a builder when he left the Royal Marines at the age of 27, is well 
known in all the d-i-y stores he frequents and greeted by name. His wife 
is, in his own words, a brilliant cook although he is quick to stress that he 
married her because it was “love at first sight”, and not simply on account 
of her culinary skills. Before leaving England, Mrs. X had her own florist 
business and still remains a keen and accomplished gardener. Her other 
interest is singing and she is a member of the VIC choir, while her husband 
is a keen and talented art student (oils and water-colours), who attends 
classes once a week. 

Mrs. X’s contribution to Christ Church is staggering. In addition to the many 
weeks spent cooking, she runs the Bake Sale at the Bazaar, and helps in 
the Church Shop every Tuesday. It was during this time that she was asked 

Mystery 
couple
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Who’s Who in Christ Church? ?

if the two of them could help collect books from the Frankfurt Book Fair 
for the Bazaar. Eventually, they took over the assignment and, despite the 
hard work involved, enjoy their trips to Frankfurt. “The sellers always seem 
glad to see us and are very welcoming”, I was told. The couple approach 
book-sellers with a leaflet about Christ Church, its aims and the charities it 
supports and ask for any books that can be spared. They admit that they are 
better at reading faces than books and can usually tell whom to approach. 
They have been consistently most successful in this endeavour, a tribute 
perhaps to her cheerful, winning smile and his dry, never-miss-a-beat sense 
of humour. This latter attribute ably qualifies him for the job of Santa Claus 
at the Bazaar, where he poses for photos with visitors and distributes hun-
dreds of gifts to the youngest visitors, all purchased and lovingly wrapped 
by the two of them. He first got into the Santa business when he received a 
gift of a Santa suit from a Dutch flower wholesaler. When he was asked to 
be the official Santa at the Bazaar, he gladly accepted. This year, he will be 
sporting a new costume, tailor-made for him in England.

Despite the occasional professional hazard—a bad back, plasters on three 
cut fingers, cooking fatigue and seasonal heat-rash from his heavy red suit 
and whiskers—they are never grudging in their support of Christ Church and 
its community. Even if not regular church-goers, they demonstrate through 
their actions one of the most Christian of qualities, namely a love of service 
to others. We have a lot to be grateful for.

December 2007.indd   15 20/11/2007   12:26:46



17

24

10

2 3

    

  09.30  Holy Communion  
   

5

12

18 19

25

December 2007 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Sung Eucharist 

08.00
10.00

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Baptism

4th Sunday of Advent

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School Nativity Play
18.00 A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
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3rd Sunday of Advent

 

4

2nd Sunday of Advent 

  09.30  Holy Communion  
   

Sunday Monday Tuesday

26

08.30 Morning Prayer
  

  09.30  Holy Communion  
   

   

 

19.00  Christmas: a  
 Comedy of errors 
     

  09.30 Holy Communion  

First Sunday after Christmas

    

Wednesday

9
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23

30 31

08.30 Morning Prayer
   

08.30  Morning Prayer
  

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Sung Eucharist  

Christmas Eve Christmas Day

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Traditional Advent Carol Service 19.00 Church Council

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Sung Eucharist, Preacher: 
 Dr. Michael Bünker
16.00 Brian Attwell Christmas Sing-along

22.45 Midnight Mass

1st Sunday of Advent 

St. Stephen, deacon 
and martyr
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08.30 Morning Prayer
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19.00  Christmas: a  
 Comedy of errors 
     

  09.30 Holy Communion  

    

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

08.30 Morning Prayer
   

08.30  Morning Prayer
  

08.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Sung Eucharist  

10.00  Toddlers Group   

10.00  Toddlers Group   

Christmas Day

Christ Church 
Christmas Bazaar 
Bundesamtsgebäude, 
1030, Radetzkystr. 2

19.00 Church Council 19.30 Taizé worship

14.30 Farewell service  
 for Bishop  
 Bernhard Heitz  
 at San Salvator  
 Church

St. Thomas the 
Apostle 

St. Nicholas

St. Stephen, deacon 
and martyr

St. John the 
Apostle

Holy Innocents
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08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
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 Sunday School and Crèche
16.00 national ecumenical service

08.00
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Sunday School and Crèche
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19.00 Carla Baghajti  
 talks about Islam  
 in Austria today   

Monday

  09.30  Holy Communion  
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 talks about Islam  
 in Austria today   
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19.00  Choir practice   
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The Brian Attwell sing-along is on Sunday 9 December (1600). This pre-
Christmas sing-along is in aid of a Peruvian orphanage home that we have been 
supporting for many years. Pamela Mildenhall and Christina Stevens will host 
the sing-along. Gordan Murray will play the piano. Glühwein and mince-pies 
will be provided after the service
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Christmas: A comedy of errors, Tuesday 4 December, 1900, Church Centre, 
A talk by Dr. Hans Förster. We all know about Christmas and all about its 
origins: the pagan festival of the winter solstice. However, as so often, this 
may be common knowledge, but scholarly research suggests another story. 
Dr Förster, who has devoted many years of research to this question, might 
surprise us with his conclusions.C
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Mariedl Page will once again host a Christmas carol sing-along and bring-
’n-share on Friday, 14 December at 18.30 for a 19.00 start. This is always a 
happy occasion in a relaxed atmosphere. It would be helpful if you signed the 
list at the back of the church if you are intending to come. Please contact the 
office for further details.

Sunday 9 December: Our preacher will be Dr Michael Bünker who will be 
installed as the next Bishop of the Lutheran Church of Austria on Sunday 27 
January.

Sunday 20 January: During the Week of the Prayer for Christian Unity Pastor 
Dorothea Haspelmath-Finatti will be the preacher at the 10 a.m. service. She 
is a pastor of the Lutheran Church in Austria in the parish of Donaustadt, 22 
district. Together with her family she regular visits Christ Church.

This month I would like to highlight two of our choral services. The choir for 
many years has enriched the following two services with their choral contri-
bution: the Advent Carol Service (2 December, 18.00) and the Service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols (16 December, 18.00). Both these services are focused on 
the Scriptures as they tell and foretell of the birth of Jesus the Messiah, the 
Hope of the Nations. I ask that you note these services in your diary and make 
every attempt to attend. We are blessed to have a choir and very capable musi-
cians as well as a pipe organ. May we preserve this precious Christian choral 
tradition for others by our active participation.     PSC

Taizé services will be held on the following Fridays, at 19.30:
7 December, 11 January, 8 February and 14 March.
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On Saturday, 17 November the Old Catholic Church elected Dr. Johannes 
Ekemezie Okoro to succeed Bishop Bernhard Heitz as the Bishop for the Old 
Catholic Church in Austria. Dr Okoro was born in Nigeria where he studied 
theology and was ordained a priest of the Roman Catholic Church. He contin-
ued his studies in Germany. He is trained psychotherapist. He is a naturalised 
Austrian and married.
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In January and February Christ Church we will be welcoming three distinguished 
speakers to our church.

We will begin the series with Carla Baghajati on Wednesday, 30 January, at 
19.00. She will speak to us on Islam in Austria today. Mrs Baghajati is the 
spokesperson for the Islamic Religious Community in Austria (Islamische Rel-
gionsgemeinschaft) and a well known religious public figure.

On Sunday, 3 February, the present UK Ambassador to the OSCE and former 
UK Ambassador to Sudan will speak to us after Choral Evensong. His topic: 
Darfur - Perspectives for the future. 

On Tuesday, 5 February at 19.00 we will welcome Monsignor Petrus Bsteh from 
the Roman Catholic Church in Vienna. His topic is Trust in God: The message 
of monotheistic religions. Monsignor Bsteh heads up the Vienna contact office 
for world religions. The talk will be in English.
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Tuesday Evening Lent Group – Learning from William Wilberforce This year 
we will use the Lenten study course: Can we build a better world? Learning 
from William Wilberforce. There will be five spoken contributions from the 
following British Christian figures:  Archbishop John Sentamu, Leslie Griffiths, 
Wendy Craig, The Poor Clare Sisters of Arundel and Dr David Hope. This study 
course’ is designed for group discussion. The five sessions are: Slavery: then 
and now, Friendship & Prayer: then and now, Change & Struggle; then and 
now, The Bible: then and now and Redemption & Restitution: then and now. 
The accompanying booklet costs six euros. Please sign up by Christmas Eve if 
you would like the office to order copy. 

The Day of Judaism – Der Tag des Judentums – Thursday 17 January
In the calendar you will find listed a special service listed entitled Thursday.  
Der Tag des Judentums (The Day of Judaism). The service will be hosted by 
the National Council of Churches in Austria. On this day Christians throughout 
Austria are invited to consider Jewish antecedents of their faith.  The preacher on 
this occasion will be the Bernhard Heitz, the former Bishop of the old Catholic 
Church in Austria. The service and the sermon will be in German.
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decide, either afresh or with renewed 
commitment, how we can contribute 
to the life and work of this church, 
to which we are all, if only through 
reading this, attached. Last year 
we were asked to consider if and 
how much we might be willing to 
contribute on a regular basis to the 
financing of our church. For 2008, in 
keeping with the alternating pattern 
of the stewardship campaigns, we 
will be asked to pledge our gifts of 
time, talent and facilities.

We are already running up to the 
implementation of this campaign. 
Christmas is a time of giving and 
perhaps you might like to take time 
over this season to ponder on the 
nature of giving. Our Chaplain will, 
as befits, be preaching on the sub-
ject at the Feast of the Epiphany 
on 6 January, after which you will 
receive a letter and forms to fill in. 
We will ask you to return these by 
2 February, the Feast of Candlemas, 
and your pledges will be blessed in 
church on 3 February.

The word gift is often used syn-
onymously with the word present 
to mean something we give to 
somebody—it stays with the re-
cipient (all being well). A gift with 
the connotation of talent will only 

receive its reason for being if it is 
passed on, shared with others. We 
have all been given gifts by our 
loving Creator. They are a token of 
his love for us and this love can be 
perpetuated when we share our gifts. 
”Love one another as I have loved 
you,” is the testimony of Jesus to His 
disciples. This love is not a state, it 
involves action. I feel it is important 
not to make a strict dividing line 
between the ways in which we live 
our faith, worship on the one hand 
and everything else as a sideline or 
concomitant of it. In giving of our-
selves we will serve the whole and 
gain integrity ourselves—we serve 
our own wholeness. Ministering to 
others through our gifts makes us 
enactors of Jesus’s testimony.

The Church offers opportunities to 
share our gifts with others, to show 
love in action, as no other area of our 
lives will. Through our pledges we 
will all, directly or indirectly, be feed-
ing the hungry, visiting the sick, the 
prisoners... And there is no hierarchy 
among the gifts we have. If you think 
your little toe is not as important as 
your big one that is because it has 
become redundant from not being 
needed. The whole body is needed: 
helping hands, eyes, hearts, feet... if 
only to make sure one part doesn’t 
get overstrained.

The following article, written by Christine Kohlmann on behalf of the Ministry 
Committee, is intended to inform members of our community about the coming 
Stewardship Campaign. It also contains some reflections on talents and gifts and 
what they might mean and entail to you and me, not only in the context of our 
church community but also in our everyday lives.
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Stewardship Campaign 2008

Later I shall point out some of the 
areas in our work where we would 
like to recruit more volunteers. The 
challenge might also lie in asking 
ourselves, “What can I give to this 
community” rather than trying to 
fit ourselves in with any particular 
category. Embarking on something 
new will involve insights into our 
own character, deepen our knowl-
edge of our own strengths and 
weaknesses. Self-knowledge is at 
the core of true spirituality. We meet 
the challenge of recognizing (also in 
the sense of being thankful for) our 
gifts and accepting our weaknesses. 
We are all made in the image of our 
Creator God. We have been given 
creativity - the capacity to change 
something in this world through our 
participation.

In a church community like ours 
we are thrown together with people 
we might not otherwise have con-
tact with because they come from 
far away countries, have different 
family structures, different social 
backgrounds etc. Working together 
with them can be very enriching for 
us and it is through sharing respon-
sibilities that we really get to know 
each other. We are being asked to 
focus our attention on pledging our 
time in the form of talents and for the 
first time facilities... People are need-
ed who are prepared to open their 
homes for house-groups and social 
events. We need more people with 
cars to transport not so able-bodied 
to and from the church and also for 

transportation of goods to the shop 
and the annual Bazaar. The Sunday 
School is in need of extra teachers to 
share the load (you don`t have to be 
a teacher). Help with Youth Ministry 
would also be much appreciated. 
Furthermore to be pinpointed on my 
list of priorities.

People for small maintenance •	
jobs in church and shop
Prison visitors•	
Members for prayer ministry•	
Caterers•	
Coffee and tea makers after 10 •	
am service
Translators and editors for the •	
Chaplain
Choristers and instrumentalists •	
for church services
Sidespeople and servers•	
Article writers for Crossways•	
Visitors and listeners•	
Helpers for the book sales and •	
of course the Bazaar

This list is by no means exhaustive. 
Please don`t hesitate to ask me or 
another member of the church coun-
cil about detail and referral to people 
already involved in these areas. 
I’ll finish with one of my favourite 
Goethe quotes, “Was immer Du tun 
kannst oder träumst es zu können, 
fang damit an! Mut hat Genie, Kraft 
und. Zauber in sich.” (Whatever 
you are able to do or dream of be-
ing able to do, make a beginning. In 
courage there lie genius, strength 
and magic.) 
Take heart! 
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Everyone has, at one point in time, 
admired the stained glass window 
above the altar, but few are aware of 
the numerous symbols contained in 
it. Dedicated in April 1948, the Christ 
Church window commemorates the 
presence in Austria of British troops 
and the role played by the 8th Army. 
Designed by Frederick W. Cole the 
window contains a number of in-
teresting elements—the Byzantine 
figure of Christ and the Renaissance 
figures of St George and St Martin, 
all linked by a tree that runs right up 
through them. On closer study there 
is a scroll reading: “Dedicated to the 
Glory of God for the British troops 
in Austria 1945-1948” together with 
a rose, a thistle and a shamrock, 
the emblems of Great Britain and 
Northen Ireland. One veteran, who 
still lives in Vienna, recalls that con-
tributions for the window were in fact 
docked from the soldiers’ pay!

The left window has the royal coat of 
arms and St George as a young knight in shining armour with a red cross; 
to his right is an oak tree, the emblem of the 46th Division, which formed  
part of the occupying force. The central window shows Christ emerging 
from a field of gold and above are two pre-Raphaelite angels bearing a 
gold cross on a white background, the old 8th Army badge, which became 
the emblem of the British troops in Austria. A mailed fist lies at the feet of 
Christ, the emblem of the 6th Armoured Division, along with a ship in full 
sail, the emblem of the 5th Corps. The right-hand window with St, Martin 
in military attire shows tucked into a corner by his knee a battleaxe, the 
emblem of the 78th Division.

When the windows arrived in Vienna there were no instructions on how they 
should be installed, nor was there a picture to use as a guide, nevertheless 
within 48 hours they were assembled at a cost of AS 835 by Austria’s oldest 
stained-glass firm, Carl Geyling’s Erben.

Gift from the troops
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An Evening with Ms. Carla Amina Baghajati

Perhaps you have seen Ms. Baghajati on television? She is one of the most 
prominent speakers for the Moslem community here in Vienna. I met her 
in person last summer at the British Embassy’s reception for the Queen’s 
birthday and discovered that she speaks marvellous English. This being the 
case, I asked if she would be willing to speak to us at Christ Church.

She will be coming on Wednesday, 30 January at 19.00 and has entitled her 
talk “Islam in Austria”. She wishes to tell us how her community lives as 
Moslems here in Vienna and will touch on various points of interest such 
as integration, women’s rights and radicalism. The talk will last about 40 
to 45 minutes, after which there will be a further 20 minutes for discussion, 
moderated by Archdeacon Patrick Curran. Those who wish to stay on, are 
invited to join us at the Church Centre for a light refreshment (tea, juice, 
sandwiches/cookies), where we can continue our discussion in a more in-
formal manner. Do put this important date in your calendar now and come 
and bring a friend!                 Aileen Hackl

Welcome Ambassador Simon Smith!

Remembrance Day 2007, which this 
year fell conveniently on a Sunday, 
gave an opportunity to the Christ 
Church congregation to meet the 
new British Ambassador, H.E. Simon 
Smith and his wife Sian Stickings 
(pictured right with Faith Schultze). 
Ambassador Smith and his wife 
kindly invited the congregation back 
to the Residence for refreshments 
after the Remembrance Sunday 
service, which began, as usual, with two minutes of 
silence at 11 minutes past 11. Members of the British 
Embassy girl guide and brownie packs attended the 
service and carried the banners out of the church. 
The service, that was also attended by Ambassadors 
of several Commonwealth nations, ended with the 
National Anthem. 

Church News
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A  regular series of short articles that focus on differ-
ent parts of the worldwide church each month; bring-
ing news as well as a prayer of or for the area concerned. 

Chad

The Republic of Chad hit the news 
recently when 16 Europeans con-
nected with a French charity were 
arrested and charged with child ab-
duction and trafficking while trying 
to fly 103 children they believed were 
orphans from Sudan’s Darfur region 
to France. Often simply known as 
Chad, the country is located in north 
central Africa, sharing borders with 
the Central African Republic, Sudan, 
Libya, Cameroon, Niger, and Nigeria.  
It is a landlocked country, with the 
nearest sea being 1000km from its 
border. The country relies heavily 
on Lake Chad to fulfil its irrigation 
needs - the country was named after 
the lake, which is the fourth largest 
in Africa and the seventh largest in 
the world.

With a population of 9,967,975, 
Chad is ranked as the world’s 81st 
most populous country. Its area of 
1,284,000 sq km, also makes it the 
21st largest country in the world by 
geographic area. This means that 
the population is widely scattered 

throughout a vast amount of land, 
although most of the population 
lives in the southern part of the 
country. N’djamena, the capital and 
largest city, is located in this area, 
and is a significant contributor to 
the national economy. However, 
Africa’s fifth-largest nation suffers 
from inadequate infrastructure and 
internal conflict. Poverty is rife, 
and health and social conditions 
compare unfavourably with those 
elsewhere in the region. Both literacy 
and life-expectancy levels are also 
low. Over 80% of Chad’s population 
relies on subsistence farming and 
livestock raising for its livelihood, but 
the economy should stand to benefit 
from its recently-acquired status as 
an oil-exporting state.

Chad is a ‘young’ country having 
been formed from territories cap-
tured by a Sudanese adventurer from 
1883-93. France defeated al-Zu-
bayr’s army in 1900, and Chad was 
under French rule from 1913-1960.  
Sadly, independence was followed 
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by three decades of civil warfare as 
well as invasions by Libya before a 
semblance of peace was finally re-
stored in 1990. The first multi-party 
elections were held in 1996. Current 
president, Idriss Deby, a former coup 
leader, won these elections, and 
in 2006 won a third term, gaining 
77.5% of the vote. One major prob-
lem besetting his government is the 
rivalries between the ethnic groups 
in the country. These problems are 
exacerbated by the thousands of 
Sudanese refugees in Chad who’ve 
been escaping fighting in the Darfur 
region of western Sudan since 2004.  
A state or emergency was imposed 
in November 2006 in eastern areas 
bordering Sudan’s Darfur region af-
ter a spate of ethnic violence. In May 
2007, Chad and Sudan agreed to stop 
conflict spilling across their borders 
but critics fear the agreement is un-
likely to reduce the violence. 
Officially a secular state with free-
dom of religion, there are 3 main 
faith groupings - Islam, Christian-

ity and African Religions. Accurate 
figures are hard to ascertain but 
approximately 55% of the popula-
tion are Muslims, 30% Christian, 
and 155 follow ethnic religions. The 
Christians are predominantly Ro-
man Catholic but there are several 
Protestant groups including Baptist, 
Lutheran, Brethren, Assemblies of 
God amongst others. Some report 
that the government favours Islam, 
and that Muslims have become 
dominant in government, trade and 
the army, though barely a majority 
in the country.

Information compiled in November 2007 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. 
Vickers, from whom further information may be available.  Contact her by Email at: 
mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.uk  ‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for 
local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Christians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.
co.uk)  Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer letters, sermons, 
etc, but wider use needs permission from Mary Vickers who owns the copyright.

Pray for an impartial and honest government, fully representative of both north 
and south, Muslim and Christian and other ethnic groups; for continuing free-
dom of religion; for relief for all those suffering as a result of the crisis in Dafur; 

for truth and wisdom to prevail regarding the current ‘child abduction’ crisis.
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Dates for your Diary

date  event
December 1 (Sat)   Bazaar
December 2 (Sun)  18.00 Advent Carol Service
December 4 (Tues) 19.00 Dr. Hans Förster ‘Christmas—a  
    comedy of errors?’
December 5 (Wed) 19.00 Church Council
December 7 (Fri)  19.30 Taizé Worship
December 9 (Sun)  10.00 Preacher: Oberkirchenr. Dr. M.Bünker 
   16.00 Brian Attwell Sing-along
December 14 (Fri) 18.30 Christmas Carols sing-along and   
    bring and share at Mariedl Page’s
December 15 (Sat) 14.30 Farewell service for Bishop Bernhard  
    Heitz at San Salvator Church
Dec. 16 (Sun)  10.00 Sunday school Nativity Play
   18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols
Dec.20 (Thurs)  18.00  Christmas Service in Klagenfurt
Dec.24 (Mon)  22.45 Christmas Eve Midnight Mass
Dec.25 (Tues)  10.00 Christmas Day Sung Eucharist with  
    carols
January 11 (Fri)  19.30 Taizé Worship
January 16 (Wed)  19.00 Church Council
January 17 (Thurs) 19.00 Ecumenical Service for the ‘Tag des   
    Judentums’ at Christ Church;   
    Preacher Bishop Heitz
January 18-25   The Week of Prayer for Christian   
    Unity  
January 20 (Sun)  10.00 Preacher: Dorothea Haspelmath-  
   16.00 FinattiAustrian National Ecumenical  
    Service
January 23 (Wed)  19.00 Prayer Ministry
January 30 (Wed)  19.00 Carla Baghajti to visit Christ Church  
    to talk about Islam in Austria today
January 31 (Thurs) 18.30 Sunday School Meeting
February 5 (Tues)  19.00 Talk by Petrus Bsteh: Trust in God –  
    the message of monotheisitic religions
February 8 (Fri)  19.30 Taizé Worship
February 13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
March 7 (Fri)   9.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer at the  
    Methodist Church
March 12 (Wed)  18.30 ACM
May 30 (Fri)   Lange Nacht der Kirchen
June 13-15   Retreat at Stift Göttweig
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Personal Ads

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast 
and reliable, at affordable prices. 
Te l :  0 6 50 / 6 8 9  5 7 5 7   w w w.
computerdoctorvienna.com
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Solution to Who’s Who quiz on p.14

Graham and Jennie Ratcliffe

klavierklasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the 
piano if it were exciting, intelligent, 
refreshing and supporting? It can be 
all that and much more! From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners 
and beginners of any age, for you. 
KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio: simply 
different. Contact: Lourenço Finatti, 
0676/3323422 or finatti@utanet.at.

Magazine sharing
Would anyone like to have the monthly 
magazine Professional Engineering 
passed on to them? If so, please 
contact Fred Gruber, 370 3238

A happy, holy 
Christmastide to all 
readers of Crossways 
and their families 
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:

Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

www.christchurchvienna.org
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